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Rat run fears over Bath’s proposed clean air zone
There are fears that Bath’s proposed clean air zone could

With many locals already worried about the volume and

Council’s recent Community Engagement Forum in

see villages like Bitton, Swineford, Wick and Siston, and

speed of traffic using the lanes, B&NES Council’s plans

Bitton.

the network of lanes in the Golden Valley flooded with

to establish a clean air zone (CAZ) have increased

Bath is one of almost 30 locations in the UK where NO2

traffic avoiding the charge.

concerns which were raised at South Gloucestershire

levels exceed European limits and the Government has
ordered B&NES Council to have reduction measures in
place by 2021.
B&NES is currently consulting widely on its proposed
CAZ which would involve motorists paying £9 to drive
in the city if their vehicles do not meet low emissions
criteria. It is due to come into effect in late 2020 and the
western edge will be set at Royal Victoria Park on the
Upper Bristol Road and just beyond Oldfield Park on
Lower Bristol Road.
Residents campaigned for years for a reduced speed limit
in lanes between the A420, Bath Road at Wick, the A4175
though Oldland Common and the A431 at Bitton, and a
30mph limit was finally introduced earlier this year.
Continued on page 3
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Rat run fears over Bath’s
proposed clean air zone
Continued from page 1
But some locals say that further traffic calming measures are
needed and want the speed limit lowered still further to
20mph.
However, it is hard to get evidence to support that with
neighbourhood beat manager Stuart Cumine telling the
meeting that there are problems finding a safe area for the
police or community to carry out speed watches in the narrow
lanes.
The local councillors agreed they would talk to local
landowners to see if they would be prepared to grant
permission for the police to carry out checks from private
property.
Cllr Erica Williams, who represents Bitton on South
Gloucestershire Council and is also the Cabinet Member for
Housing Delivery and Public Health, said local people had
raised valid concerns about the impact of the proposed CAZ

in this area.
South Gloucestershire Council carried out a traffic survey in
the Golden Valley in August but as that was in the school
holidays, Cllr Williams has asked the council to do another
one. She said she would also be asking for an air quality
survey.

Local Plan
launched, but
it’s not without
controversy
B&NES Cabinet approved the launch of the Local Plan
public consultation at its Cabinet meeting in Bath last
week. However, Cabinet member Paul May, who is also
the ward councillor for Whitchurch, gave notice that he
will be standing firmly with the local residents in their
opposition to plans for the village.
While the Local Plan will deliver the proposals for a
strategic development location at Whitchurch contained
in the West of England Joint Spatial Plan, that has still
to be approved by the Government. Cllr May advised
that the village was mounting a defence at the public
inquiry which is due to take place in spring or early
summer next year.
Keynsham councillor Charles Gerrish also emphasised
the importance of engagement with the local public on
the Local Plan options, claiming this was the only way
to receive a true reflection of what people want.
Read our special report on the B&NES Local Plan
Options assessment on pages 16 – 19.

Dog fighting
The speed and volume of traffic in the lanes is already a cause for concern
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There was a typo in our report in last week’s issue about
dogs being trained to fight in a Kingswood play area. To
clarify, dog fighting has been illegal for more than 180
years.
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Firework
display halted
over safety
concerns
Saturday night’s huge firework display at Cleve Rugby
Club had to be stopped partway through because of high
winds which were reportedly blowing embers on to the
crowd and nearby trees.
In a statement on Facebook after the event was stopped,
the club said: “Cleve RFC deeply regret the
disappointment felt at the firework event tonight but due
to the adverse weather conditions and the obvious risk
of injury to spectators watching the display it was
deemed necessary to postpone the event part way
through the display on safety grounds until a new date
can be determined for an event in the near future.”

Cossham Birth Centre
‘closed until February’
Cossham Birth Centre in
Kingswood is temporarily
closed for births, with
women in labour being
diverted to the midwife-led
unit
at
Southmead
Hospital.
The decision has been taken
because of an unprecedented
high number of women
needing induction of labour
at Southmead Maternity
Unit. Combined with staff
vacancies, health chiefs say
it has required them to
maximise the midwifery
workforce on one site to
maintain the safety of all
women and babies.
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Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green,
Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury,
North Common, Oldland Common,
Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood, St George, Warmley,
Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

To ease the pressure, six
more maternity beds have
opened at Southmead and
North Bristol NHS Trust is
recruiting
additional
midwives so that Cossham
can be fully reopened.
Women booked with the
preference to deliver at
Cossham will continue to
have the option of a
midwifery-led
birth
environment at the Mendip
Birth Centre at Southmead.
Cossham Birth Centre
midwives have temporarily
joined the team at the
Mendip Birth Centre.
All community antenatal
and postnatal clinics at
Cossham are unaffected and
running as normal.
The temporary closure of
Cossham Birth Centre
started last month and North

Bristol NHS Trust’s Board
has decided to extend it until
the end of February 2019.
North Bristol NHS Trust has
an average of 6,300 births a
year,
which
includes
approximately 350 births at
Cossham Birth Centre and
approximately 700 births at
the Mendip Birth Centre.
Interim Director of Nursing
at North Bristol NHS Trust,
Helen Blanchard, said:
“Recent national changes to
the way the NHS cares for
women with identified risks
during pregnancy have
increased demand for
complex and specialist care.
“To ensure we can run the
safest maternity service
possible, we have taken the
difficult decision to extend
the temporary closure of
Cossham Birth Centre until

the additional midwives we
are recruiting are in place.
“However, if enough staff
can start earlier, the date to
reopen Cossham Birth
Centre will be brought
forward.
“We recognise that any
changes to a woman’s preplanned maternity care, and
the choice they have made
about where to have their
baby, can be disappointing.
However, our absolute
priority must be the overall
safety of all women and
babies in our care.”
North Bristol NHS Trust has
among the best neonatal
outcomes in the country.
A petition on the change.org
website to get Cossham
Birth Centre reopened has
more than 3,800 signatures
so far.
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Council plans to phase
out recycling bags for
kerbside collections
South Gloucestershire Council is planning to stop
providing white and green bags for recycling and asking
residents to use green boxes for all their recycling
materials instead. The move would save £100,000.
The council says there are issues with the recycling bags –
they deteriorate or blow away, meaning they normally need
to be replaced and only have a 12 to 18-month lifespan.
From an environmental perspective, the bags, which are nonrecyclable, are out of line with the need to reduce the use of
plastics.
Residents have also told the council there is confusion over
how to sort recycling for collection: “Removing the use of
bags would simplify our messages so that residents are
confident in using the service. This would enable crews to
empty containers as efficiently as possible and reduce
contamination.”
If they wish, residents can continue to use their existing
recycling bags until they need replacing, at which point they
will need to switch to using boxes.
No changes are proposed to how materials need to be
separated and presented for collection - plastics and cans can
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Waitrose plans to sell
part of its car park
Waitrose is inviting offers for part of its car park at its
Keynsham store.
An area of around 0.3 hectares (0.7 acre) in the southwest corner fronting the A4 is deemed surplus to
requirements by the store which is looking for potential
interest in acquiring the leasehold.
According to the sales material, the area comprises
around 140 parking spaces. The sale is being handled
by property consultants Rapleys who are marketing the
site as a “drive-thru opportunity”.
No price is indicated and viewing arrangements are via
the agent as, according to the sales brochure, “staff are
unaware”!

be mixed together and all other items grouped separately in
the boxes.
The council is asking residents for their views on phasing out
the bags. The consultation is open until 25th January and a
decision will be made by next March. The consultation is
online – search under ‘Consultations’ on the council’s
website.
You can also pick up a paper copy of the survey from
libraries or One Stop Shops or call 01454 868154.
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Show your love for Kingswood!
Kingswood should be the top priority for a new regional
High Streets initiative, according to the MP and local
councillors.
Last week the West of England Combined Authority
(WECA) announced a £10m pilot ‘Love Our High Streets’
initiative for community-led high street regeneration in each
of the three local authorities that make up WECA.
Kingswood town centre, in common with many across the
country, has faced a difficult time in recent years with shops
and banks moving out, leaving empty units. Kings Chase
Shopping Centre was set for redevelopment but this has now
been put on hold, although as we reported last week the
eyesore car park is being repaired and painted.
Kingswood’s Labour councillors are urging WECA to select
their town centre as South Gloucestershire’s pilot area
investment.
They have worked closely with a number of community
projects committed to improving the town centre, including
as trustees of the Whitfield Tabernacle project which aims to

Chris Skidmore & WECA Mayor Tim Bowles
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create
community
space
from
Kingswood's historic premier listed
building. They have also played a central
role in the Kingswood Business
Association, which is chaired by local
councillor Kim Scudamore, and support
and work closely with Friends of
Kingswood Park.
Kingswood councillor and Labour Group
leader Pat Rooney said: “Kingswood
town centre has a great deal of potential
and a lot of local people have invested
their time and energies into improving its
appearance, and to make Whitfield
Tabernacle an asset working for the
community.
“But it is obvious that improving the retail strength of our
high street is the key to its long-term success. An injection
of cash and focus from WECA is just what we need at this
time.
“Kingswood is in many ways the gateway into
South Gloucestershire, so I urge the Metro
Mayor and the district’s own representative on
WECA to select Kingswood as the South
Gloucestershire pilot.”
WECA’s announcement came in the same
week as the Budget in which the Chancellor
announced a new Future High Streets Fund to
invest £675m in England to support local
areas to develop and fund plans to make high
streets and town centres fit for the future. It
will include £55m for heritage-based
regeneration, restoring historic high streets to
boost retail and bring properties back into use

as homes, offices and cultural venues.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore said: “The West of
England’s Love our High Streets initiative will be a positive
step towards giving our communities the opportunity to lead
the way, breathing new life into their High Streets. Coming
hot on the heels of the Government’s own Future High
Streets Fund, it’s great to see our local centres getting so
much national and local attention backed up by serious levels
of funding.”
“I am encouraging both the Combined Authority and the
council to select Kingswood High Street as the first of what
I hope will be many such High Street initiatives across the
area. In Kingswood’s case, this will build on the real sense
of momentum that we have established in recent months to
improve the Kings Chase Shopping Centre and bring derelict
sites back into use, such as the Whitfield Tabernacle.”
• We’ll have more in next week’s paper on the Whitfield
Tabernacle redevelopment.
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More than 1,000 knives
surrendered as part of
Operation Sceptre
More than 1,000 knives have been surrendered since
Operation Sceptre began in our force area.
The operation, which began in October 2016, focuses on
tackling the blight of knife crime and raising awareness of
the impact it can have. Alongside weapon sweeps, education
and disruption techniques, the operation encourages people
who may be carrying a knife or have an unwanted one to
surrender them. So far 1,032 have been surrendered.
There are four permanent knife bins at Keynsham Custody
Centre, Patchway Custody Centre, Bridewell Police Station
and Bridgwater Police Station and the police have recently
installed one at their Redbridge House base in Bath.
Force lead for knife crime Chief Inspector Zoe Chegwyn
said: “Taking these knives off the streets means they cannot
be used to do serious harm. But there is still more work that
needs to be done as we continue to spread the message that
people who carry a weapon are more likely to be
hospitalised themselves with an injury caused by violence.
“We want to stress that surrendering a knife so it’s off the
street, or someone reporting if their friend is carrying a
weapon, could save a life. I’d urge anyone who suspects
someone of carrying a knife to call 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.”
Avon & Somerset Police and Crime Commissioner Sue
Mountstevens said: “I fully support the Constabulary’s
Operation Sceptre. We need to do all we can through
education, peer pressure, policing and sentencing to make it
absolutely clear that it’s never acceptable for a person to
carry a knife or weapon.”

Road closure for 3 weeks
Golden Valley Lane will be closed from the A431 to Newpit
Lane from 3rd December for an estimated three weeks. The
closure is in connection with telecommunications ducting
works. The alternative route will be Newpit Lane, Redfield
Hill, High Street, Barry Road, Cherry Garden Road, Bath
Road, High Street and vice versa.

Abson Road to reopen
soon as major drainage
project nears completion
Drainage improvement work on Abson Road, which has
seen the link between Wick and Pucklechurch closed
since early May, is nearly finished and the route is due to
reopen in mid-November.
The site is one of several in South Gloucestershire benefiting
from a £3.35m Government-funded scheme to improve
drainage and flood protection systems.
The council warned the closure of Abson Road would have
a “significant impact” on the local community and road users
for up to nine months and residents in Siston have seen a big
increase in traffic through their village, as well as villagers
in Doynton.
The council has acknowledged that the closure has caused a
lot of inconvenience and has thanked people affected for their
patience: “The works on Abson Road were extensive and
when we started repairs earlier this year we found more
problems than our CCTV surveys had initially shown.
“Whilst Abson Road will reopen to traffic, some further
works will be necessary in side roads including Rock Road,
Lodge Road and Cleeve Lane. We will provide further
information on any closures as soon as possible.”
With the Abson Road work nearly finished, the council is
planning to start drainage improvement works on the A420
at Wick in January. A drop-in session for residents to find out
more will be held in December.
Meanwhile improvements to the drainage system in Bitton
on the A431 Bath Road and Cherry Garden Road have
finished, with the council saying the scheme was less
complicated than others it is working on and did not require
any road closures in the end. “We know, however, that the
temporary traffic lights did cause disruption and we
apologise for the inconvenience this caused.”
There will be some culvert clearance work on Bath Road

Sudoku
1-Easy

near Bitton Sports & Social Club in the near future.
Further along the A431 at Swineford, flood alleviation works
are being carried out under temporary two-way traffic lights
which were recently installed and will be in place for a
minimum of three months.
Other sites benefiting from the Government cash are
Beckspool Road and Riverwood Road in Frenchay where
drainage improvement works that will take a minimum of
three months to complete started at the end of October.
The council says most of the work will be carried out under
three-way temporary traffic signal control. However, parts
of Beckspool Road may need to be closed for limited periods.
Access for residents and businesses will be maintained
during any closure period with a signed diversion route in
place.

SUNDAY CHEMISTS
Sunday 11th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Why our Green Belt is
so vital
Dear Stephen
The Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) produced by
the West of England Combined Authority
states that there needs to be an additional
14,500 homes built in the Bath and North
East Somerset Council area by 2036. This
is an area where over 70% of land is
currently in Green Belt and over 80% of
land is used for agriculture. The pressure
by developers to build on Green Belt land
is enormous. It is an important time to
remind ourselves of the purposes of Green
Belt:
Green Belt serves five purposes:
• to check the unrestricted sprawl of large
built-up areas
• to prevent neighbouring towns merging
into one another
• to assist in safeguarding the countryside
from encroachment
• to preserve the setting and special
character of historic towns
• to assist in urban regeneration, by
encouraging the recycling of derelict and
other urban land
Green Belt land is not about pretty views
for those that live there. Green Belt
provides essential agricultural land,
habitats for wildlife, natural carbon
capture, recreational activity, a haven of
peace and well-being, as well as
preserving the essential character of our
towns and villages. The Green Belt is of
benefit for residents in urban areas as well
as rural areas.
“Exceptional circumstances” have to be
demonstrated to build on Green Belt land.
The word exceptional should not be
replaced by convenient.
Housing needs to be built on brownfield
sites first. Housing needs to be built where
jobs and facilities exist to minimise the
need for travel. If village communities
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desire small-scale housing development
with affordable housing to meet their
needs, that is fine. What is unacceptable is
imposed
large-scale
development
changing the character of our villages.
Bath and North East Somerset Council is
producing a Local Plan which goes out for
consultation in 2019. It is important that
everyone registers their views.
Saltford, Compton Dando, Corston,
Newton St Loe, Burnett, Chewton
Keynsham, and Queen Charlton are
wonderful examples of villages whose
identity and character need preserving.
This is our top priority.
Duncan Hounsell
Alastair Singleton
Liberal Democrat spokespersons for
Saltford and the villages

Lost bag thanks
Dear Sir
I would like to say a big thank you to the
person who handed in my handbag found
in Tesco car park in Keynsham on 19th
October.
I would also like to thank the staff at Tesco
for their kindness.
Carole Wake

Hospital parking rip-off
Dear Editor
A few weeks ago I had to go to Cossham
Hospital for a chest X-ray.
The parking in the car park is free for the
first 20 minutes. After that, no 30 minutes,
no one hour, it jumps to two hours. I was
in Cossham Hospital for 35 minutes but
still had to pay £3.50 for the two hours.
All these parking fees, whether Cossham,
Southmead or any other hospital, are a
complete rip-off. I am not entirely sure of
the facts but I do not even think the
parking fees go to these hospitals to help
our NHS. So where does all this money

actually go?
Mrs M Whyte
Kingswood

wonderful tribute in marking the centenary
of World War One.
Denise James
Chair, Keynsham in Bloom

Thanks to everyone who
helped
Dear Stephen
On behalf of Keynsham in Bloom I would
like to say a big thank you to everyone
who has contributed to our poppy cascade.
After months of planning and hundreds of
community hours spent by our wonderful
volunteers who have been busy knitting
poppies and hand-stitching them onto
netting, it was quite emotional to watch the
cascade being installed.
The Keynsham British Legion have also
played a key role in allowing us to use
their lounge area to hold our workshops.
The cascade will be the key feature of this
year’s Remembrance service and such a

Supporting the Royal
British Legion
Dear Editor
This week marks the centenary of the end
of the First World War and for me and
many others it is also a personal time for
reflection.

11th November 1918 was also the day my
grandfather was born. Both my
grandparents served in the army, one in the
11th Hussars, and one in the ATS.
They never shared with any of their family
the horrors or trauma war had caused them
but remained loyal supporters and
volunteers for the Royal British Legion all
their lives.
The Royal British Legion does a
tremendous job supporting veterans and
their families, but also serving forces
personnel and their family, as well as
campaigning for forces families. The
Kingwood branch of the Royal British
Legion is currently looking for volunteers,
and whilst I have offered my support, I
would be delighted to hear from anyone
else interesting in helping.
Nicola Bowden-Jones
Labour candidate for Kingswood
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Centenary
tributes
In recent weeks we have featured many of the events
taking place in and around the area to mark the
centenary of the end of the First World War which is on
Sunday 11th November. Here is a round-up of what else
is happening in the coming days.

32 knitted poppies
represent villagers
killed in the Great War
A garland of 32 knitted poppies has been placed on the war
memorial in St Mary’s churchyard in Bitton - one for each of
the 32 villagers who died in the First World War.
The Bitton & Oldland Branch of the Royal British Legion
will join the congregation at the 10.30am service at the
church on Remembrance Sunday, along with MP Chris
Skidmore, the chair of Bitton Parish Council Cllr Jane
Allinson, Cadets from the Army Cadet Force and members
of St Mary’s Bitton Scout Group.
During the service there will be an Act of Remembrance
around the war memorial where wreaths will be laid.

Wear a poppy and
ride for free on
Remembrance Sunday
Poppy wearers, as well as serving Armed Forces personnel,
Cadets and veterans, will be able to travel free on
Remembrance Sunday on First buses.
The bus company’s offer aims to encourage people to attend
commemorative events to mark 100 years since Armistice
Day
As part of the bus operator’s support for Remembrance
Sunday, many buses will also have poppies fitted on the
exterior of the vehicle.
Stagecoach West is also providing free travel to serving and
former service personnel on Remembrance Sunday.

Remembrance
parade returns
to Staple Hill
The Staple Hill Remembrance parade, which was
cancelled last year following the closure of the British
Legion’s local branch, returns this year.
Thanks to a crowdfunding campaign which was
organised by the Women’s Section of the British Legion,
the Staple Hill Regeneration Partnership and the
Salvation Army’s Staple Hill Citadel, more than £600
was raised to cover the costs of staging the parade.
It will leave the High Street on Sunday 11th November
at 10.30am and pass along Broad Street, arriving at Page
Park in time for the Remembrance service and the two
minute silence at 11am.
In the late afternoon the Annual Festival of
Remembrance will take place at 5pm at Staple Hill
Salvation Army where the band, choir and children will
lead a further act of Remembrance followed by a
concert.
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Garden of poppies
To mark the centenary of Armistice Day, Kingswood
primary schools Beacon Rise and Courtney, New
Horizons Learning Centre and Holy Trinity Church have
worked together to create a Garden of Poppies using
resources provided by South Gloucestershire’s
centenary project.
The garden at the church in Kingswood High Street will
be formally opened this Saturday (10th) at 1pm and will
remain open until Sunday 25th November.

Poetry reading
justWords Ltd is donating 20 copies of Thomas Albert
Fox’s preliminary edition of ‘The Haig Poppy: 8/4’ in
support of Keynsham Arts Consortium’s ‘Requiem’ at
The Space in Keynsham this Friday (9th) at 7.30pm.
Fox (aka Terry Edwards) will present readings from his
own work on a Gurney, Sassoon and Kipling theme,
concluding with his song ‘Anthem to the Wall’. Included
in the readings will be Fox’s ‘Cenotaph’.
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Soldier’s WW1 Services in
uniform is the Mangotsfield
and Lyde Green
focus of talk
To acknowledge the end of the hostilities
100 years ago, Catherine Rowe, author of
First World War Uniforms, will be talking

George and Lily Ball

to members of Siston Residents Group on
Friday (9th) in St Anne’s Church Hall at
7.30pm.
Her book centres on a local soldier
from the Great War who is buried in
St Anne’s churchyard.
Private George Ball had no need to
enlist, being over 30 with a family and
in a reserved occupation. But serve he
did and was one of the lucky ones who
returned.
Unusually his uniform became a
treasured family possession. Catherine
will bring this along for her talk and
through this material object will
discuss the many sacrifices made by
ordinary women and men just to
survive such awful conflict.
The cost of attending the talk is £2.50
per person and at Catherine’s request
will be donated to church funds.
There will be tea, coffee, wine, nibbles
and the chance to chat to finish the
evening.
To book call 0117 9373424 or email
d_z_savage@hotmail.com

St James’ Church in
Mangotsfield will be
hosting a number of events
over
Remembrance
weekend.
The Royal British Legion
will have a display in the
church on Saturday (10th)
and will be selling poppies.
The church will be
open from 10am to 4pm
and refreshments will be
served.
There will be crafts in
keeping with the Armistice
centenary theme and at 2pm
a ladies’ choir called the
Golden Tones will be
singing songs from the First
World War.
On Sunday there will be
Remembrance services at St
James’ at 10.30am and
12.30pm. Remembrance
Sunday will also be marked
by Inspire, a branch of St

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Gummed labels (8)

2. Salad ingredient (6)

8. Cheer (6)

3. Short sleep (6)

9. Leave out (4)

4. Come out (6)

10. Greek letter (3)

5. Apportions (6)

11. Remember (6)

6. ------ of Delphi (6)

12. Throttle (8)

7. Paleness (6)

15. Hairpiece (6)

12. Pierce (4)

16. Large scissors (6)

13. Destroy (4)

20. Yellow fruit (6)

14. Inert gas (4)

24. Spite (6)

17. Chief (4)

27. Tincture of
opium (8)

18. Similar (4)

28. Herb (6)

21. About (6)

29. Unwell (3)

22. Pilot (6)

30. Ring (4)

23. United (6)

31. Breathe in (6)

24. Fine cotton fabric (6)

32. Scaly scurf (8)

25. Suds (6)

James which meets at Lyde
Green Community Centre.
From 9am to 10am, people
will
have
breakfast
together,
make
a
Remembrance
Sunday
wreath,
and
share
memorabilia and stories
from the Great War.
From 10.30am, people will
gather in the foyer of the
community centre and just
before 11am there will be a
short Act of Remembrance
in the car park with a two
minute silence and a prayer.
A beacon will be lit at

Pomphrey Hill in the
evening with the Bristol
Military Wives
choir
performing at 6.30pm.
Meanwhile, along with
many
of
the
other
businesses in Mangotsfield,
Roy
Preddy
funeral
directors have decorated
their window in memory of
those who lost their lives in
service to our country. In
addition they are giving
away free packets of poppy
seeds for the local
community to plant to
create a lasting tribute.

Concerns over
horses using
railway path
Concerns that horse riders are using the stretch of the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path at Warmley have been
highlighted.
The issue was flagged up by a local councillor at last
Thursday’s meeting of the Community Engagement
Forum for the Oldland, North Common Parkwall,
Willsbridge Mill and Cherry Gardens area.
The route is a shared path for pedestrians and cyclists.
The branch from Mangotsfield Station has a 1.1km
section from Shortwood to Coxgrove Hill which is the
only section open to horse riders.
The meeting heard that the section of the railway path
from Southway Drive to the A420 at Warmley is not
suitable for horses as it is a very busy stretch.

19. Appear (4)

26. Interrupt (3,3)
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Rise in demand for foodbanks
The Cadbury Heath foodbank has seen the numbers of
people needing help double in a month.
Janice Suffolk, from Juice Community Project in Newton

Janice Suffolk
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Road, said the number of people seeking help from the
Matthew Tree’s mobile foodbank almost doubled from 10 in
September to 19 last month.
She says all the people referred to the foodbank were local
and from all walks of life. Some of the clients are “absolutely
desperate” and she believes there may be others out there
who need help but are too proud to accept charity.
Janice fears that things could get worse with the arrival of
Universal Credit. The flagship welfare reform being rolled
out to replace the six means-tested benefits and tax credits
(including Housing Benefit) has caused hardship problems
which have been well documented.
The foodbank was based in a room at Juice for about five
years but the new mobile service which began a few months
ago means that clients can have fresh produce, rather than
just tinned supplies. It visits Cadbury Heath on Wednesdays
from 10am to 1pm.
Meanwhile Juice’s ‘Fit and Fed’ programme which ran over
the summer provided more than 400 meals to local children.
As in the October half-term last year, Juice ran a holiday
exercise club during last week’s school holiday. Unlike last
year, Janice said it quickly became apparent that some of the
children attending needed feeding, so the team had to provide
sandwiches.
Over at Mangotsfield, the foodbank at the Resound church
also reported a busy October, with 12 different families
coming to the foodbank on one day alone. Around 40 people
were fed over the course of the month.

The foodbank is run by the Trussell Trust and opens every
Friday from 10am to noon.
Among the items they currently need more of are biscuits,
tinned tomatoes, packets of mashed potato, tinned mixed veg,
potted meat/fish, cereal snack bars, small tins of ham, low
fat savoury snacks, and washing capsules.
• Referrals are needed for foodbanks. Care professionals such
as doctors, health visitors, social workers, Citizens Advice
Bureau and the police identify people in crisis and issue them
with a foodbank voucher. Foodbank vouchers can be
redeemed for three days’ worth of emergency food.

Gentle exercise
for the over 50s
A new Chair Exercise class organised by the Greater
Brislington Over 50s Project is being held on
Wednesdays from 2pm to 3pm at St Cuthbert’s Church
Hall on Sandy Park Road.
Contact Armon on 0782 554 8884 for more information.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Bogus window
cleaner alert
Police are investigating after a woman in her 60s found
cash missing from her home after a man called offering
to clean her windows.
It happened at about 1.30pm on Monday 22nd October in the
Streamside area of Mangotsfield. It was reported to police
later that day after the lady confided in a neighbour.
Officers have made inquiries in the area and found that a man
called on a number of homes in the area offering windowcleaning. The suspect was described as a white man in his
50s, between 5ft 11in and 6ft.
If you have any information which could help the police
investigation, you can get in touch through
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or by calling 101,
quoting reference number 5218236424.
Alternatively you can contact the independent charity
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via their
anonymous online form.
Police encourage householders to be cautious when dealing
with cold callers offering goods and services door-to-door.
Officers ask people to help to protect any vulnerable relatives
or friends by helping to find reputable tradespeople and

sharing police advice:
• If in doubt, keep them out – use a door chain, intercom or
video doorbell/viewer with unknown or unexpected visitors
• Check identification – genuine callers expect this and will
wait
• If you’re not sure, don’t open the door and report it by
calling 101
• If you feel threatened or intimidated call 999 straight away
• Lock your doors while you’re in your garden or another
room
• Keep cash in the bank, not at home
• Join Neighbourhood Watch
• Set up a 'No Cold Calling Zone' through your local council
• Ask a trusted relative or friend to deal with callers on your
behalf through the Avon & Somerset police’s ‘Nominated
Neighbour’ scheme
• Sign up to utility companies’ password schemes
Fraudsters can also contact you online or over the phone.
Visit the national fraud and cyber-crime reporting centre
Action Fraud’s website at www.actionfraud.police.uk for upto-date information on fraud.

Learn how to
save a life
The importance of learning first aid skills was highlighted in
our front page story recently about the quick-thinking passerby who used his newly acquired training to save the life of a
baby girl who was choking in Hanham.
Dr Brian Howell, of First Aid Training (Bath) Ltd, says: “The
presence of mind demonstrated by Rob Stockwell in saving
the life of a choking baby shows the value of attending a first
aid course.
“Our mission is to teach simple first aid skills and knowledge
that can save lives."
Anyone can carry out the necessary action in dealing with a
range of emergencies, from anaphylactic shock to heart
attacks. First aid training organisations teach the use of AEDs

In the swing
Swing band On the Edge will perform at St Mary’s
Church in Bitton on Saturday 17th November at
7.30pm.
The band is made up of member of U3A (University of
the Third Age), a Bath organisation for retired people.
Admission to the concert is £8 and tickets are available
from Jenny Harris on 0797 032 5927.
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10,000 people visit
striking Somme
exhibition in
South Glos
10,000 people visited The Trench artwork exhibition
held at Aerospace Bristol.
The Trench is part of the Shrouds of the Somme
exhibition commemorating 100 years since the end of
the First World War. The exhibition has been touring the
UK and was at Aerospace Bristol in Patchway for two
weeks before going to the Queen Elizabeth Olympic
Park in London in time for the Armistice Centenary.
Shrouds artist Rob Heard has built a two-metre high
free-standing wooden trench in which the tens of
thousands of Shrouds are stacked, giving a graphic sense
of both being in a trench and what the large numbers of
those killed really mean.
Names and details of all 72,396 Commonwealth
servicemen killed at the Somme who have no known
grave are displayed on the outer walls of The Trench in
alphabetical order, sourced from Commonwealth War
Graves records.
The exhibition was brought to South Gloucestershire by
the council, with support from Armed Forces charity
SSAFA Bristol & South Gloucestershire, Airbus, YTL,
DHL and the Commonwealth War Graves Commission.
It raised almost £5,000 for SSAFA which provides
practical and emotional support for serving personnel,
veterans and military families.
From tomorrow (8th) to 18th November all 72,396
shrouds will be laid out shoulder to shoulder for the first
time covering more than 4,000 square metres of the
Olympic Park.

(automated external defibrillators) in all their courses.
Defibrillators are to be found in public places and are
available for anyone to use if they encounter a collapsed,
non-breathing casualty.
First aid will soon be a compulsory subject in the National
Curriculum and First Aid Training (Bath) Ltd have been
advising a number of schools in the effective teaching of
basic first aid skills to young people.
They will be delivering one of their free morning courses for
parents of small children at St Dunstan’s Church in
Keynsham on Saturday 17th November. Donations will be
given to the British Heart Foundation.
Details can be found on the company’s website http://www.firstaidtrainingbathltd.com – or search for them
on Facebook.

Brass band concert
Bristol Veterans Brass Band are in concert at the Young
at Heart Club at the Salvation Army in Two Mile Hill
Road, Kingswood, on Tuesday 27th November.
Starting at 2pm, this concert is open to everyone. The
entrance fee is £2 which includes refreshments. There
is no need to book.
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B&NES Local Plan options consultation

Have your say on major
development options
Residents will have the opportunity later this month to
comment on B&NES Council’s development options for
large parts of the area including Keynsham High Street,
new link road and plans for the 1,500 ‘garden
community’ which will follow it.
At Whitchurch, options to add 2,500 homes, a Park & Ride
and new link from the A37 to the A4 will also be open for
comment. Some readers’ eyes may already be starting to
glaze over at the prospect of another round of consultation
while the array of acronyms which accompany titles such as
Core Strategy, Local Plan, Joint Spatial Strategy and
Transport Plan can appear confusingly daunting. We have
attempted in the following pages to try and break down the
various options being considered and hopefully this will put
them into some sort of context.
The importance of this public engagement cannot be
underestimated, however. We often carry letters from
residents claiming they know nothing about council plans or
developments. Response levels to public consultation are
traditionally low – the 20mph speed limit and original plan
for Keynsham’s one-way system were both measured in
hundreds. When B&NES carried out its contentious survey
on the impact of the one-way trial at the beginning of the
16

year, the 1,500 response count was something of a record –
less than 10% of the population.
With public consultation due to start next week on these
major housing and infrastructure plans, how did we get to
where we are?
In 2014 B&NES adopted its Core Strategy, the economic
blueprint for the district through to 2029. This also informs
policy on planning applications for the area. As part of that
plan, land to the south west and east of Keynsham, along with
the former HorseWorld visitor centre and adjacent fields in
Staunton Lane in Whitchurch were removed from the Green
Belt and given over to housing. Since then, there have been
changes at national level with the planning policy framework
and also at regional level with the West of England
Combined Authority (WECA).
Last year the West of England Joint Spatial Strategy was
published for the region. This extended through to 2036 and
forecast a greater need for housing that had been identified
in each of the four authorities’ core strategies (Bristol,
B&NES, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire). For
B&NES this required an additional 4,700 new homes by
2036. The emerging Local Plan is B&NES’ response to that
need. It also provides an opportunity to consult on transport

routes associated with the extra development and this
includes Keynsham High Street. As we reported in Issue 548,
now that the one-way experiment has been made permanent,
the public are being asked what improvements they would
like to see in the pedestrian realm there.
As part of the engagement process, five public drop-in
sessions are being organised later this month starting in
Whitchurch Village on 19th November (Community Centre
3.30pm to 7.30pm). Keynsham is the venue on 22nd
November (The Space 3.30pm to 7.30pm). If you are unable
to attend either of those there are also events at Bath
(Guildhall 3.30pm to 7.30pm) on 20th November, Midsomer
Norton (Town Hall 3.30pm to 7.30pm) on 27th November
and Paulton (Village Hall 3.30pm to 7.30pm) on 30th
November. The easiest way to read the rather weighty
document and make comments is via the council website
www.bathnes.gov.uk/localplan. Hard copies can be viewed
at the One Stop Shops in Keynsham, Bath and Midsomer
Norton as well as at libraries in the district. The final deadline
for comments is Friday 21st December. The plan is then to
have a draft ready next summer and examination by the
Government planning inspector in the autumn and adoption
in early 2020.
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Keynsham – a new ‘garden community’
and link road
Keynsham is well on the way to meeting the requirements
set out in the Core Strategy to 2029. Of the 2,150 new
homes, all but around 50 have been built or received
planning permission. Three hundred of the 1,600
projected jobs had been created by the end of 2016.
But the major change from the Core Strategy has been the
Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) requirement for another 1,500 homes
and the Strategic Development Location identified on the
north side of the town. It is clear that no further development
will take place here until the necessary infrastructure
improvements – the A4 to A4175 link road – is complete.
As far as the town centre is concerned, the High Street has
held up well compared to the situation nationally. The Civic
Centre development added around 650 square metres of retail
space and the level of empty shops (10%) is below the
national average. Traffic modelling on the number of car
journeys crossing Keynsham has shown that at least 12%
would be removed immediately by the north link road.
One surprising feature from the council’s retail study this
year is that despite the increase in Keynsham convenience
goods offer, the town centre has lost market share over the
last four years. Consumers are still travelling to out-of-town
shops in East Bristol and Bath, partly, it is suggested, because

shopping is often combined with other work or leisure
activities.
The study reports no overall increase in demand for retail

space but the main challenge is to improve the attractiveness
of the town centre as a destination.

North Keynsham ‘garden community’
The Strategic Development Location (SDL) site identified in
the Joint Spatial Plan lies to the north east of Keynsham
between the railway line and the River Avon.
It also encompasses the land to the south of the A4 which
was ‘safeguarded’ for development in the earlier Core
Strategy. In addition to the 1,500 new homes provision has
to be made for 50,000sq m of employment space, a primary
school, local centre and potential for a marina development.
The options document which is going out to consultation also
raises the prospect of creating a garden community, “a
holistically planned new community which enhances the
natural environment and offers high-quality affordable
housing and locally accessible work in beautiful, healthy and
sociable communities”.

Link road
Calls for a road link from the A4 Broadmead roundabout to
the A4175 Willsbridge pre-date even the planning process
for Somerdale, and the scheme was included in the West of
England JSP. Since then, modelling and cost analysis have
been carried out, originally on nine possible schemes, and
then a short list of four. Among the options considered were
an alternative junction to Avon Mill Lane on the A4175.
Routing the road through the middle of the proposed housing
development or to the south of it – parallel to the railway –
was also considered. The preferred option, costing around
£25m, is the route from Avon Mill Lane adjacent to the
railway and a new junction with the A4 at Pixash Lane. This
will also require a new overbridge for the railway line with
the current bridge, which is listed, for pedestrian and cycle
use. The rail bridge over Broadmead Lane would become a
northbound one-way access to the new development.
Continued on page 18
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B&NES Local Plan options consultation
Continued from page 17

Marina and Avon Valley Adventure
& Wildlife Park
B&NES Waterspace survey last year identified a need for
more moorings and identified North Keynsham as one of the
areas with potential for a marina site. The council has
subsequently identified locations for both commercial

marinas and natural basins (see previous page) which would
potentially meet the needs of both leisure and residential boat
owners.
The basins and a marina would enhance the flood water
storage capacity of the area. It is also proposed that
sustainable drainage systems are incorporated into the North
Keynsham development as part of the green infrastructure
and flood prevention strategies.

The Avon Valley Wildlife and Adventure Park owns a lot of
land fronting the river and within the SDL site. Consideration
is being given to a relocation of the visitor site to the northeast end and adjacent to Avon Valley Farm. The owners are
keen to develop its tourist attraction offer and better access
by road, rail, river and cycleway could lead to a range of
leisure developments including the marina and potentially
visitor accommodation.

Whitchurch – the detail
rather than the principle
The options being considered for Whitchurch come with
one very large caveat. While the regional Joint Spatial
Plan (JSP) has identified the village as another Strategic
Development Location (SDL) capable of accommodating
2,500 new homes, residents do not agree.
When the planning inspector conducts the public
examination of the JSP (probably next spring) the residents
of Whitchurch will be challenging it. They are buoyed by the
publication of the village’s own Neighbourhood
Development Plan which was adopted this year and which
sets out clearly the way residents see the future for their
community. B&NES’ Local Plan consultation cannot
therefore decide on the principle of the development for
Whitchurch but on the specifics of the implementation if the
JSP is adopted without amendment.
In accommodating the growth, the report looked at three
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options: extending Bristol outwards, extending Whitchurch
Village or creating a new settlement. The preferred option is
the third of these.
The next consideration is where that settlement is located.
Given the need to reserve one area for construction of an
orbital link from the A37 to the A4 (see next page) as well as
protecting the heritage of the Maes Knoll site and Stockwood
Vale, the new settlement is proposed to the south of the
village and on the east side of the A37. Pedestrian and cycle
links will ensure it is easily connected to the existing village
while at its northern end there would be vehicle access to the
eventual orbital link road.
Then the report considers what type of development the new
settlement should be – one that is uniformly arranged with
all houses facing south for maximum solar gain – or a
collection of neighbourhood clusters. Provision is also made

for a local centre, primary and secondary school.
The transport infrastructure proposals to mitigate the effects
of such a large population increase include a Park & Ride
facility as part of the new development (two potential sites
identified), a metrobus route and a new orbital link road to
join the A37 to the A4 in south east Bristol.
This is by far the most controversial of the transport schemes
and much of the route actually lies within Bristol City
Council’s area. Land needs to be safeguarded in the Local
Plan for Whitchurch however to accommodate the A37
junction. A separate review of options for this project will
also be open for public comment during the public
consultation of the B&NES Local Plan but the issue is
indicative of the many interlocking decisions which need to
be taken regarding Whitchurch, assuming the JSP proposals
are indeed adopted in full.
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Orbital Road
This is by far the most challenging aspects of the transport
infrastructure which needs to be settled before any plans for
new housing and employment opportunities in the
Whitchurch area can be delivered.
It also forms a major plank of the regional transport
infrastructure involving south-east Bristol, the A4 Bristol to
Bath corridor and the emerging plans for the new junction
18a on the M4 to the north-east of Bristol.
In another weighty tome (170 pages) the separate options
report considers a number of schemes to link the A37 at
Whitchurch with the A4 west of Keynsham and the A4174
ring road. Most of the individual schemes are evaluated in
respect of impact and cost and separately, are mainly
considered poor value for money. However, a scheme which
encompasses the A37-A4 project linking the Hengrove
Business Park, and the Hicks Gate transport hub on the A4
at over £120m is considered the best value cost option. This
will also facilitate a new metrobus route between Hengrove
and Emersons Green. As part of the plans for Hicks Gate, a
new spur from the A4174 ring road southbound directly onto
the A4 Keynsham bypass is also included.

Brislington Park & Ride and Hicks Gate
This is the point where major planks of the West of England
JSP converge. Along with Keynsham and Whitchurch,
The Week in • Wednesday 7th November 2018

Brislington has also been included as a Strategic
Development Location (SDL) while the transport
infrastructure plans for the A37-A4 link and the A4 Bristol
to Bath corridor also meet.
The first piece of the jigsaw is the proposal to build 750 new
homes on the site of the present Brislington Park & Ride.
That then requires a new site for the Park & Ride facilities
but also allows for the development of a better and multimodal transport interchange facility. A number of locations
have been assessed on all four sides of the current Hicks Gate
roundabout with the best
options identified at two
locations in the area of the
garden centre.
The Options Assessment
Report for the A4 BristolKeynsham East also
provides a lot of data on
traffic movements in and
around the town. Based on
a survey carried out in
July 2016 where cameras
using automatic number
plate recognition software
were mounted at four key
locations on each side of

the town, the traffic counts include some eye-watering
figures for light vehicle and lorry movements.
Cameras were mounted on Charlton Road at the Bilbie Green
roundabout, the A4175 both at the Durley Hill miniroundabout and the river bridge adjacent to the Lock Keeper
pub and on Bath Road west of the Broadmead roundabout
and measured traffic in both directions. Over an 18-hour
period almost 76,000 car and 3,000 HGV movements were
recorded, with 40% of light vehicles having an origin or
destination outside Keynsham.
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Former pupils and teachers Spate of
pushbike thefts
attend 50th reunion
Police say there have been multiple break-ins to sheds
and storage areas on the Hanham Hall development
recently. A pushbike was stolen from a shed at Roman
Way on the estate on 19th October and several bikes
have also been stolen from other parts of Hanham.
Several were stolen from a property in Kynaston View
on 21st October and a few days later a shed in Westfield
Close was broken into and two pushbikes taken.
Meanwhile someone attempted to force entry to a
garage in Samuel White Road in Hanham on the night
of 26th October, causing damage to the locks
and handles.
If you have any information regarding any of these
incidents, contact the police on 101 or Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111.

A 50-year reunion of former pupils at Keynsham
Grammar School was held at Keynsham Rugby Club at
the end of October.
Around 45 people attended the event which marked the
anniversary of speech day in 1968.
Amongst them were former PE teacher and ex-Bath full-back
David Dolman, pictured with ‘old boy’ Martin Veal, who is
now a B&NES councillor. Also present was science teacher
Susan Hedstrom-Williams.
Reunion organiser Bill Payter used to travel to the school (now
Wellsway) from his home village of Whitchurch with Len
Munden’s Crown Coaches, often with Len himself driving and
his son Simon coming along for the ride.
Bill phoned the coach company to inquire about hiring a coach
for the reunion to take everyone from the club to the school
for a trip down memory lane. The call was answered by Simon
who kindly offered to do it for nothing.
Bill has thanked everyone who helped make the reunion such
a success, including Jenna Anderson at the club for the room,
bar and buffet and Laura Gaiger, community and business
development manager at the school, for her hospitality.
He added: “A special thank you to Simon Munden of Crown
Coaches for driving us in a double-decker bus from the rugby
club to the school and back, and Alan Peters of Abus for
lending Simon the bus.”
Laura said: “It was a great honour to see so many former
students of Keynsham Grammar reunite after 50 years at what
is now Wellsway School. I overheard many stories from their
time at school and it was so lovely to be a small part of it.”

Christmas crafts
Fishponds Baptist Church Craft Group will be holding
their Christmas fayre on Saturday 24th November from
10 am to noon. Admission will be free and refreshments
will be available.
As well as local handcrafted items there will be preloved toys and a visit from Father Christmas.
All proceeds will go to Bristol Life Recovery Group
which supports people who have been affected either
directly or indirectly by substance misuse, mental health
problems or compulsive behaviour.

SITUATIONS VACANT
Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Great style, value and customer
service at Classic Carpets
Classic Carpets is an independent, local, family-run
business, based in Emersons Green.
Kim Chalmers has been working in flooring for over 20 years
and saw a great opportunity for a carpet business in Emersons
Green just over 10 years ago.
Since then, Kim has welcomed his son Tristan into the
business, and with his wife Mary-Jane, they are now running
their independent flooring business in three locations in
Bristol.
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“We like to think we are providing a local, independent
service with top-notch customer service and fitting, whilst
still remaining competitive price-wise in comparison with
the large conglomerates,” says Kim.
“Over 70% of our customers regularly return to us and we
hope that means we are getting it right service wise. We also
offer a price match service, so our customers know they are
getting the right price, matched with a great service.”
The flooring business has changed in the last 10 years, seeing
a move from carpets to other materials. “We are finding that
our large range of luxury vinyl tiles are a very popular option,
not just for the kitchen, but also the living area and halls and
bathrooms too,” says Kim.
“The vast choice of finishes to these tiles has most likely
contributed to this growth, along with the obvious benefits
of being easy care. A stylish rug can be added to give a
different feel to help create warmth and comfort in the winter.
“We are also seeing a significant change in colourways people are much more likely to make a statement with their
flooring nowadays as the trend has moved towards changing
floors more frequently. Grey is currently also proving very
popular with our interior designers, along with natural
flooring such as sisal and more environmentally-friendly

Tristan Chalmers

flooring.”
If you are looking to replace your flooring in the near future,
pop into your local store, Classic Carpets at Emersons Green,
conveniently located next to Sainsbury’s and Costa.
For
more
information
contact
Kim
on
offers@classiccarpetslimited.co.uk, call 0117 9565667, or
visit http://www.classiccarpetslimited.co.uk/
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Soap Box

In tune with a
growing movement
Keynsham Music Festival organiser Ric
Davison goes on the record about
Razorlight’s visit to Keynsham and the reemergence of small independent business.
On Saturday 27th October, Razorlight played a selection
of previous hits and new material to 150 lucky ticketholders in The Space, and remained at the venue until
everybody who wanted signed records, CDs and photos
had been seen.
Keynsham’s Louisa Baker came in from busking in the High

Street and sang to the audience while they waited.
That a rock band of the standing of Razorlight should choose
a visit to Keynsham as part of their rejuvenation, and
promotional campaign, might seem ridiculous and absurd.
Especially so in the light of Keynsham’s position in between
two much larger and more fashionable markets, and that
Razorlight have already sold out a concert in Bristol to be
held six or so weeks after the visit.
But obviously we can be sure that the choice was far from
ridiculous and absurd to those organising it, and to whom
nothing but commercial success is paramount – a massively
challenging risk in the arts area these days.
There are at least two reasons why the choice was not a
marketing folly. The first is perhaps a reflection of the words
“there is something going on here but you don’t know what
it is, do you Mr Jones?” – or “Mr” whatever you want. There
is a definite movement in the music business towards
nostalgia for how things used to be – a reaction against the
digital environment – that has a growing power. It involves,
amongst other things, traditional shops, vinyl records and
vinyl record sleeve art work. It involves browsing in popular
art in your lunchtime break, or on a Saturday morning, or on
a wet winter afternoon. It involves having time to chat with
people who know what they are talking about and who have,
or will make, time for you.
Such a business landscape has been championed directly in
Keynsham by the two recent appearances of writer and film
maker Graham Jones (absolutely not the Mr Jones of the
quotation above) to appreciative audiences in The Space. His

Iain Aitchison from Longwell Records with Johnny Borrell & David Ellis of Razorlight
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book Last Shop Standing is not only a paean to the past but
also a herald to what could still be – both shops in the music
industry and any other shops.
That the marketing people behind Razorlight’s current
recurrence are in tune with this movement is a testimony to
their business awareness, rather than their irresponsibility.
An awareness that embodies aspects of regeneration in many
different forms.
The second reason is also a crucial recognition of the first,
by someone who made the right move at the right moment
with the dedication and enthusiasm that is the hallmark of
successful independent business. Razorlight would have
been nowhere near Keynsham if one man had not taken the
risk to set up an apparently unlikely business in the town and
had the flair to make it work. Razorlight would have been
nowhere near Keynsham if there hadn’t been a record shop
in Temple Street. A business that is founded on both the
nostalgia of a former age, and the embodiment of enough of
the current digital age to support its survival. Of those who
answered the social media and came to Keynsham to catch
a glimpse of Razorlight, 50% pre-ordered the new album on
vinyl.
So of course, there are back rooms in many successful
independent shops where a parallel online business takes
place, and from where parcels are daily dispatched from the
local Post Office – if there still is one. It’s all about the
balance.
Perhaps the time is really coming when an economically
significant number of people will reject the out-of-town
shopping trips to nightmare palaces of traffic queues and free
parking chaos, and shops with no or few employees who are
conversant with their business. A time when people may
increasingly prefer to stay local and perhaps even walk to
their shops, and even, maybe, pay that bit extra for the
pleasure that it might become.
Market towns, and those that influence them, need to be
ready to embrace and accommodate this.
Send your contributions to Soap Box by email to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
Aim for around 750 words. We reserve the right to edit or
refuse submissions which may contravene the IMPRESS
Editors’ Code of Conduct.
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Saltford Motor Services
launch winter safety campaign
At this time of year, speculation is rife as to what kind of
winter is on the cards, but now that the darker nights are
here, car owners should be prepared for anything.
Saltford Motor Services are launching Vauxhall’s ‘Check &
Treat’ campaign, encouraging drivers to get essential safety
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checks done on their cars to protect themselves and other
road users.
When Vauxhall drivers book their car in for a £25 check,
Saltford Motor Services will also offer motorists a choice of
a free gift – six movie rentals on Rakuten TV, a £20
Domino’s Pizza e-code, £20 M&S Dine In e-gift card or a
Vauxhall Touring Kit worth £35.
Mark Thomas, sales manager at Saltford Motor Services,
said: “Winter is without doubt the most challenging and
testing time of the whole year for cars and their owners. Cold
weather can appear suddenly out of nowhere, pushing cars
and drivers to their very limits. Not only does it make driving
difficult and potentially dangerous, it also puts a massive
strain on every working part of the vehicle itself.
“That is why getting your car checked in good time, before
the weather takes a turn for the worst, is so important. Being
properly prepared will not only save you money, it can also
save you the aggravation and nuisance of having to take time
off work or time out of your days to sort out a problem that
could have easily been avoided.
“Thanks to Vauxhall’s Check & Treat offer, motorists can
ensure their car is kept well-maintained, and, above all else

get that peace of mind that’s so important over the winter
months. And with the added free gift, there’s no better time
to get your car checked.”
Vauxhall-trained technicians go through a 25-point checklist
that considers everything from lights and electricals to
brakes, clutches, tyres, mirrors, batteries and seat belts.
For more information, or to book in a £25 check, visit the
Saltford Motor Services team at 491 Bath Road.
Alternatively, go online to www.saltfordmotors.co.uk or call
01225 873172.
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Night at the museum
Christine Rogers reviews a fascinating after-hours event held at Kingswood
Heritage Museum at the end of last month
Kingswood Heritage Museum in Warmley was the scene
of dark deeds, daring actions and local legends as around
100 visitors were entertained by four figures from the past.
The first to speak was Rosie, who during the 1800s was a
barmaid at the Blue Bowl in Hanham. Christine Davidson
played the part of the country wench who told a tale or two
about the Cock Road Gang who were famed throughout the
area as murderers and thieves. Because of their well-appointed
view of the surrounding countryside, they kept an eye out for
the law. They also caused plenty of mayhem for the local

Mathew Gilpin as John

population. Ben and Ann Caines were parents of a well-known
family who eventually had 11 of their children either hung or
deported to Australia.
The next to speak was William Champion, played by Ralph
Brain. Champion was an entrepreneur who started the biggest
zinc producing factory in the world (in Warmley). He had a
complex of buildings that included a lake, grottos, housing for
the workers, a windmill and factory. He was also an instigator
in the opening of the docks in Bristol, later bought by Bristol
Merchant Venturers. During this time he employed Woodes
Rogers, who is known as the captain of the vessel that rescued
marooned Alexander Selkirk, whose plight is believed to have
inspired Daniel Defoe’s Robinson Crusoe. William Champion
was certainly a champion in all of his chosen activities.
Susanna Wesley, played by Linda Blackwell, spoke of her life
in 1742 and of her famous sons Charles and John. Charles was
a famous hymn writer and John, the travelling preacher,
himself visited the mines around Hanham and Kingswood.
Hanham Mount was his chosen spot to save the souls of the
local “rough necks”. Susanna was one of 25 children and she
herself had l9 children. Only 10 of them survived.
Last but in no way least was a Second World War fighter pilot
named John, played by Mathew Gilpin. John told his story of
being trained to fly planes in America. He recounted how his
best friend Edwin, from Hanham, was killed. John was the
only one to survive when the plane and eight crew members
were shot down over Holland. However, unbeknown to his
British family, Edwin’s body was recovered and given a
church burial with full ceremonial honours. This fact came to
light many years later and brought proud and satisfactory
closure to his remaining family.
The entire evening was produced by Kingswood Heritage
Museum volunteers. There is much to see at the museum
which is housed at William Champion’s factory site – find out
more at http://www.kingswoodmuseum.org.uk/
Christine Rogers

Curo decides to stay at
Keynsham’s One Stop Shop
Housing association Curo has abandoned plans to pull out
of the One Stop Shop in Keynsham’s Market Walk after
listening to feedback from customers. Instead it is actually
increasing its service in the town from this month.
Curo had proposed to maintain a presence at the
Midsomer Norton One Stop Shop, as the location is useful
for many more remote customers, but to no longer attend
the Keynsham and Bath One Stop Shops, although
customers would still be able to come to Curo’s main
office in Bath at The Maltings, Lower Bristol Road.
Curo said the feedback from customers was “very
informative” and showed that although people understood
why the housing association was looking to reduce its
presence, they strongly felt that a presence was needed
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for those who prefer face-to-face contact and for
vulnerable customers who would find it difficult to travel
into Bath.
As a result of the feedback, Curo will continue to hold
sessions in Keynsham and Midsomer Norton One Stop
Shops. Curo had a drop-in service in Keynsham on a
Wednesday from 9.30am to 5pm but from 1st November
it will be there all day on Thursdays too.
Curo’s presence at the One Stop Shop in The Hollies at
Midsomer Norton has dropped from Mondays and
Tuesdays to just Tuesdays (9.30am to 5pm).
Curo is no longer at the One Stop Shop in Manvers Street
in Bath but the main office at The Maltings is open
Monday to Friday, 8.30am to 5pm.

Ralph Brain as William Champion

Beside the seaside,
beside the sea!
All the fun of the seaside will be had in the last of
Kingswood Heritage Museum's 2018 season of talks on
Monday 12th November. Prominent local historian John
Penny will show a selection of films covering the 20th
century, with bathing beauties from 1900 to antics on
the beach after the Second World War. He will cover the
whole of what he calls the ‘Avon and Somerset Riviera’,
from Minehead to Clevedon. John will end with footage
of Severn Beach which to him is the ‘jewel in the
crown’. The talk takes place at the museum starting at
7.30pm. The entry fee of £3 includes light refreshments.
For more information contact the museum on 0117
9605664, or email kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com
The museum is located in the former Champion Brass
Works at Tower Lane, Warmley.
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Three treated by paramedics
after kitchen fire
A 92-year-old and two other people were treated by an ambulance crew after a fire at
a house in Downend last Thursday.
Firefighters from Kingswood and Temple fire stations attended the blaze at the semidetached house in Queensholm Drive.
Wearing breathing apparatus they used one high-pressure hose reel to extinguish the
fire, which originated in the kitchen. They also used a positive pressure ventilation fan
to clear smoke from the building.
The cause of the fire is thought to be accidental. For information on kitchen fire safety,
visit Avon Fire & Rescue Service’s website.

Glowing first report for pre-school
Longwell Green Pre-School has received a Good rating from Ofsted following its first
ever inspection.
The pre-school, which meets at Longwell Green Community Centre in Shellards Road,
started in 2016 and currently has 28 children on the roll.
The inspector said staff give children's personal, social and emotional development a
high priority and are very patient and caring. They closely support children's needs, to
help them feel happy and secure and to grow in confidence.
The report also says that staff know their key children particularly well and identify
the next steps in learning to ensure they make good progress.
Managers show dedication and commitment to continuing to develop the pre-school
and have clear and comprehensive plans to lead improvements.

Supporting Sulawesi
A fundraising concert is being staged at Downend Baptist Church on Saturday 17th
November to support the survivors of the earthquake which struck Indonesia’s Central
Sulawesi province on 28th September, triggering a tsunami and landslides that caused
widespread destruction and loss of life.
More than 2,000 people are known to have died and at least 2,500 seriously injured.
The concert will from 7pm to 8.30pm. Entry is free, with donations welcomed.

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 5th
November).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Coronation Avenue, Park
Road, Charlton Road and the B3116
Wellsway; in Saltford on Manor Road; on
the A431 Kelston Road; on Timsbury
Road at Farmborough; on the A39 at
Corston and on the A37 at Pensford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road and West Town Lane; in St George
on Nags Head Hill, the A420 Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Crews Hole
Road and Furber Road; in Stockwood on

Hollway Road, Sturminster Road and
Stockwood Lane; also on Whitchurch
Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
At Bitton on the A431 Bath Road and
Cherry Garden Road; in Longwell Green
on California Road, Court Farm Road and
Long Beach Road; on Abbots Road and
Whittucks Road in Hanham; in Oldland on
Mill Lane and High Street; on Parkwall
Road in Cadbury Heath; on Victoria Road
in North Common; on Tower Lane in
Warmley; on Feltham Road at
Pucklechurch; on Gloucester Road in
Staple Hill; on the A420 at Wick; on the
A432 Badminton Road south of the A4174
Avon Ring Road; at Bromley Heath Road,
Downend.
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Willsbridge Hill

Plan for 20-space car
park at Willsbridge Mill
People are being asked to
give their comments on a
new plan for a 20-space
car park at Willsbridge
Mill.
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh, which has
taken on the management of
the mill and the café in the
barn, has been working with
South
Gloucestershire
Council to design a new car
park.
In order to ensure the longterm viability of this
community facility, WMCR
says it need a new car park
to provide visitors easier and
safer access all year round.
If planning permission is
granted, the group will be
responsible for funding the
building of the car park.
A previous proposal has
been amended following
concerns about the impact
from on-street parking on
Willsbridge
Hill.
The
council has been working to
design a new proposal that
meets the required high
standards for highways as
well as the environmental
needs for wildlife, trees,
flooding and archaeology.
The revised plan, which
provides space for 20 cars,
including accessible parking
bays for Blue Badge
holders, will be submitted
for planning permission in
December.

The proposed car park
entrance is about 20 metres
north of the existing
maintenance access gate at
the bottom of Willsbridge
Hill. To provide adequate
sight lines up and down the
hill for drivers exiting the
site it will be necessary to
demolish part of the stone
wall on either side of the
entrance and rebuild it,
setting it back from the

existing line.
Copies of the plan are on
display at the Barn Café this
month and there is the
opportunity to meet council
officers at a drop-in session
at the Barn Café today
(Wednesday) between 3pm
and 6.30pm.
People can email comments
via
Communityspaces@
southglos.gov.uk by 26th
November.

Christmas fayre
Kingswood Methodist Church’s Christmas fayre is on
Saturday 17th November from 10am to 2pm.
There will be various stalls and refreshments and entry is
free.

25

Focus on health at
Over 50s Forum
South Gloucestershire Over 50s Forum will meet at The Park Centre in Kingswood from
6pm to 8pm on Tuesday 27th November
Lou Fowler will talk about the Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire Clinical
Commissioning Group which buys healthcare from GPs and hospitals, and will answer
questions. It is hoped a member of Sirona will also come and talk about the involvement they
have in providing services across South Gloucestershire.
The meeting follows a survey the forum carried out between May and the end of July asking
people aged 50 to 70 what their issues were and what would they like to hear speakers on
and question.
The meeting is being sponsored by Leidos Europe Ltd.

Warning after
reflected sunlight
ignites curtains
The winter sun reflecting off a mirror is believed to have been the cause of curtains
catching fire at a property in Sutherland Avenue in Downend the weekend before last.
One person was treated at the scene by ambulance crews for minor burns and smoke
inhalation. Crews from Kingswood and Temple fire stations were called to tackle the
blaze and firefighters have warned people to be careful of leaving mirrors in direct
sunlight. There was a similar fire involving a mirror in a bedroom in Bridge Leap Road
in February 2017.

Kingswood businesses
back alcohol ban
Plans for a Public Spaces Protection Order (PSPO) for the centre of Kingswood received
unanimous support at Kingswood Business Association’s recent meeting.
Kim Scudamore, who is acting secretary of KBA, told the meeting that members who had
not been able to attend had also expressed support for the proposal, and managers of the pubs
and clubs in Kingswood had given it their backing.
The PSPO would make it an offence to drink alcohol or be in possession of an open container
of alcohol on specified streets. Business owners feel such a move would benefit the Regent
Street shopping area as it would give the local police team extra powers to prevent small
groups of daytime drinkers gathering at particular points around the centre of Kingswood.

Demonstration by
well-known artist
Susanna Gilmore Powell is paying a return visit to Timsbury Art Group on Thursday 15th
November after many years.
She is an accomplished artist in pastels, oil and acrylics and is well known for her landscapes
and particularly trees, having been resident artist at Westonbirt Arboretum for several years.
She will be giving her demonstration - Painting Trees in the Landscape in Acrylic - at the
Conygre Hall in Timsbury at 2pm.
Visitors are welcome. A charge of £4.50 covers entrance and refreshments. For further details
about group activities and membership contact Sue Macey on 01761 470951.

Valuation evening
People are invited to talk along interesting items to Keynsham Baptist Church for valuation
next Wednesday evening (14th November).
In attendance will be Toby Pinn, the director and a regulated chartered art and antiques
surveyor with Clevedon Salesrooms Ltd. Toby will talk about the items that he is valuing
and then put a value on them for the owner.
Event organiser June Drew said: "We hope that this event will be a great success which will
raise a good sum of money for our chosen charity which is WISH (Working In Support of
Holidays for the disabled).”
The event starts at 7.30pm and tickets are £5 which will include coffee/tea and light
refreshments. They can be purchased from Hilary Hallett on 01225 874791 or on the door
on the night.
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Underpass drugs
den concerns
Residents feel intimidated using the underpass at Mill
Lane in North Common because of drug taking and
dealing there, a community meeting heard last
Thursday.
Local councillor Paul Hughes told the Community
Engagement Forum for the Oldland, North Common
Parkwall, Willsbridge Mill and Cherry Gardens area
that “unsavoury characters” are frequenting the
subway, where the lighting is not good.
PCSO Libby Speechley told the meeting that police are
aware of the problem as they have received several
calls from concerned residents, and are carrying out
patrols.

Park Centre is
presented with
a defibrillator
Sudden Cardiac Arrest – SCA - is a critical health event
in which the heart ceases to pump blood around the body,
and unless action is taken very quickly, the result will be
death or brain damage. Each year approximately 60,000
people in the UK will suffer from SCA.
But a patient will survive if a defibrillator is available to
electrically shock the heart back into a normal rhythm. Speed
is essential: survival rate falls by around 10% for every
minute that defibrillation is delayed.
More defibrillators are needed in the community and recently
the Park Centre in Kingswood was presented with the latest
Cardiac Science defibrillator.
Funding for the machine was provided through a grant from

Family Announcements
Bereavement

Leidos, an American technology/logistics company with a
team based at Emersons Green. Kingswood Rotary Club
facilitated its acquisition and arranged training for the staff
on the use of defibrillators and CPR (cardiopulmonary
resuscitation).
The photograph shows Paul Cunningham, from Leidos and
Tina Potter, president of Kingswood Rotary Club, presenting
the defibrillator to Pam Marshall and Les Blakeman, who are
trustees of the Park Centre.
This is the fourth defibrillator that Kingswood Rotary Club
has been responsible for placing in the local community –
the others having been installed at the Kingswood, Warmley
and Hanham community centres.

High praise for pre-school
Page Park Pre-School in Staple Hill has been graded as Good
by Ofsted, with the personal development, behaviour and
welfare element side said to be Outstanding.
The inspector who visited the pre-school, which is based at
the Sports Pavilion in Park Road, said the manager and staff
work as an effective team to create a warm and welcoming
environment. Children are highly confident, happy and eager
to learn.
Staff act as excellent role models and have high expectations
for children's behaviour. They consistently value children's
opinions and feelings and very skilfully help children to
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develop empathy and consideration for others. Children learn
to treat one another with respect, form close friendships and
develop excellent social skills.
The report adds that staff have a deep understanding of how
young children learn and create a highly stimulating
environment where youngsters make independent choices
and lead their own learning.
Parents speak extremely highly about the pre-school and the
level of care and learning that their children receive.
There are 25 children on the roll at the pre-school which was
first registered in 1996.
27

Planning
applications
In last week’s issue (549) there was a typesetting error in
one of the addresses listed resulting in a digit being
missed.
The application for a new front extension in St Annes
Drive, Oldland Common, actually refers to number 26.
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Christmas concert
Bristol Male Voice Choir, featuring The Filtonaires, will
be in concert at Warmley Community Centre on the
evening of Sunday 9th December.
Tickets are £9 per person. Email warmleycentre@
btconnect.com or call 0117 9491312.
Proceeds from the event will be reinvested into the
community centre.

Craft fair

Keynsham Knit & Knatter group are holding a craft fair on
Saturday 17th November from 10am to 3.30pm in the
meeting room halfway up Sherwood Road.
In addition to knitted goods, there will be cards, lap quilts
(with a chance to see them being made in the afternoon),
needle felted animals, crystal snowflakes and more.
Entry is free and there will be coffee, tea, squash and biscuits
available.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Architectural
Services

Carpet Fitters

Electrical

Garden Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
Aerials

Chimney Sweeps

£20.00

Blinds

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

Fencing
Builders

1 week = £20
Antiques &
Collectables

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
Guttering
Electrical

Garden Services

26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Carpet Cleaning

Appliances

Hair & Beauty
An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Health & Fitness

IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Skip Hire

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Waste Disposal
Locksmiths

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Home Help

Therapies

Plastering
Logs

Home
Maintenance
TVs

Painting
& Decorating

Windows & Doors

Plumbers
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Sewing Lessons

Venue Hire

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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