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First apologises for OAP’s three-hour wait for a bus
Bus company First has this week apologised for “multiple

The 83-year-old contacted The Week In last Monday after

a bus from Hanham Road to Longwell Green where she

failings” after a disabled Kingswood pensioner waited in

trying unsuccessfully to get through to First to complain

did her shopping. She told us she got to the bus stop near

vain for three hours for a number 17 bus in Longwell

about what had happened to her on Friday 19th October.

M&S in Longwell Green to head back to Kingswood at

Green.

The lady, who is partially disabled and uses a walker, got

about 3.15pm. There was a bus due at 3.31pm but it didn't
come and she was standing there for about an hour waiting
for one.
She was grateful for the kindness of a young woman who
works at Wickes who joined her at the bus stop and helped
her to walk to another bus stop where she was able to sit
down. The young woman gave up waiting and walked
home but the pensioner was waiting for a further two
hours. She said she saw three or four 17s heading in the
other direction but they didn't return.
At around 6.30pm a concerned motorist who had driven
past a couple of times and saw the elderly lady was still
waiting stopped and offered her a lift home, which she
gratefully accepted.
Continued on page 3
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First apologises for
OAP’s three-hour
wait for a bus
Continued from page 1
The lady, who asked us not to name her, told us has used the
17 many times without any problems but is now frightened
to catch it in case she is left stranded again. She said she felt
very isolated at the bus stop and got very cold as she did not
have a coat, not expecting to be out so late.
With the lady’s consent we contacted First and this week Lee
Ahern, business manager for First West of England, told us:
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“Having reviewed the service for that day I have identified
that there were multiple failings in the service.
“Initially the failing was a result of driver conduct issues
which resulted in the stop in question not being served. These
conduct issues will be dealt with through our internal formal
processes.
“The final bus missing that day was regulated by our radio
control team due to excessive traffic congestion. This was
done as the control team was not aware that the previous
vehicles had not served the stop.”
He said he had spoken to the pensioner explaining the
reasons for the failure and offering his apologies. He has also
given her the reassurance that should any future problems
arise, she can contact him direct for an immediate resolution.
This week David Redgewell, a director of Bus Users UK,
which champions the rights of bus and coach users, said he
had been inundated by calls from people with complaints
about bus services in the Bristol area that day.
He urges people to lodge complaints and is calling on the
West of England Combined Authority (WECA) to reinstate
a Public Transport Forum.
The South Gloucestershire Public Transport Forum, which
also covered issues affecting neighbouring authorities Bristol
and B&NES, ceased after WECA was formed as the new
combined authority has taken over responsibility for public
transport.

New look
for former
fashion shop
Planning permission has been granted for the former
New Look shop on Keynsham High Street to widen the
access at the rear as well as re-rendering the front and
altering the first floor windows.
The work at the rear of the building also includes the
installation of a steel staircase down to street level
specifically to facilitate “the collection and delivery of
furniture”.
The planning application, which was submitted in late
August and approved on 19th October, was on behalf of
the freehold owner of the property with no reference to
the proposed tenant. Since the New Look store closed
in September reports on social media have made
reference to a charity furniture recycling shop.

Making a
complaint
If the bus service is operated by First then in the first instance
you should call 0345 646 0707.
If you are not satisfied with the response you can also contact
Bus Users UK on 0300 111 0001. This organisation
champions the rights of bus users and also operates a
complaints process. For more details visit www.bususers.org
All bus services in this area are regulated by the West of
England Traffic Commissioners in Bristol. The number is
0300 123 9000.
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Advertising the oneway traffic order
We reported in last week’s issue that the decision to make the Keynsham one-way trial
permanent had been “formally advertised” by B&NES.
We asked the council for more information on where residents could see details of the
traffic order but had not received any response by the time we went to press last
Monday evening.
Last Thursday we received the following response: “Notice of Making went in the
Western Daily Press on Friday 12th October. A copy of this, and the High Street Order
will be available for the public to view online and at the One Stop Shops until 23rd
November.”
The WDP is a regional newspaper on sale across Somerset, Gloucestershire and
Wiltshire, as well as the Bristol and Bath area. It is well-known for its coverage of
rural and agricultural affairs.
The order is now on the B&NES Council website.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Bottles and litter left on the wall opposite Lloyds Bank recently. This corner has been one of the meeting
points over the summer for a group of daytime drinkers

Crackdown on
street drinking
in Kingswood
There are plans to tackle the problem of
street drinking in Kingswood town centre.
The police are working with South
Gloucestershire Council’s Anti-Social
Behaviour Team to deal with the issue. So far
nine people have been identified, the
Kingswood Community Engagement Forum
heard last week. They have issues including
alcohol, drugs and mental health.
To begin with, Community Protection
Warnings (CPWs) will be issued and if
problems are ongoing, they are followed up
with Community Protection Notices (CPNs)
aimed at preventing unreasonable behaviour

that is having a negative impact on the local
community's quality of life. A breach of any
requirement in the notice, without reasonable
excuse, is a criminal offence.
It is hoped to have a Public Spaces
Protection Order (PSPO) in place in the town
centre next year.
While CPWs and CPNs can help the police
deal with the anti-social behaviour of known
individuals, the PSPO is a legal process that
can help them stop groups gathering around
the main shopping area, leaving litter, and
generally making Kingswood a less
attractive area for visitors and shoppers.
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Controversial plans
are withdrawn

The controversial plans to build on the site of old mine
workings in Warmley, as we featured in last week’s
issue, have been withdrawn.
Many concerns had been raised over the proposals
drawn up by a local firm of architects to demolish the
former Merlin Housing Association garages on the site
at the rear of Goldney Avenue and build eight houses.
There was a key objection from the Coal Authority
which highlighted the significant risk to surface stability
and public safety.
A long-standing public access to the historic Dramway
crosses the site and last week local people lodged a
Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO)
application with South Gloucestershire Council to
protect it.
Council planners were also concerned that the number
of homes proposed was “overly ambitious” and the
planned parking provision “cramped and awkward”.
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Top band Razorlight
wow Keynsham fans
Razorlight, one of the biggest names
to ever perform at The Space in
Keynsham, treated fans to an
acoustic set featuring both old and
new songs on Saturday afternoon.
The top indie rock band also signed
copies of their long-awaited fourth
album Olympus Sleeping and posed for
photos with fans.
Temple Street music shop Longwell
Records regularly organises in-store
concerts and personal appearances by
featured artists and booked The Space

for Razorlight’s appearance with
just a few days’ notice after the band
said they wanted to come as part of
their in-store tour to promote the new
album.
A limited number of free tickets given
away with albums were quickly
snapped up and those lucky enough to
get one enjoyed lead singer and
guitarist Johnny Borrell and guitarist
David Ellis performing songs including
two of the band’s best-known hits America and Before I Fall To Pieces.

Guitarist and singer/songwriter Louisa
Maria Baker from Keynsham, who
fronts the Anglo-Australian rock band
Tequila Mockingbyrd, happened to be
in her home town on Saturday and was
thrilled to be invited by Longwell
Records to open for Razorlight. Her
band performed at this year’s
Keynsham Music Festival.
Longwell Records’ owner Iain
Aitchison said it had been a wonderful
gig and he was humbled that Razorlight
had come to play Keynsham.
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Towpath
benches
vandalised
Vandals have scrawled slogans on the benches which
were recently installed on the River Avon towpath in
Hanham.
Robin Champion, from the Friends of Avon Valley
Woodlands, and Hanham parish councillor Ian
Richardson, have been busy sanding off the writing
scrawled on the oak seats.
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Chance to quiz GWR chiefs
at Keynsham meeting
Rail chiefs will be attending a
meeting in Keynsham next Thursday
(8th November) to talk about
Keynsham Station and services in
the region.
The event at the Charlton Cinema at
The Chocolate Quarter from 6.30pm
to 8.30pm is being organised
by Keynsham Town Council. Tickets
are free but you must reserve a
ticket as capacity is limited. Visit
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/keynsh
am-rail-update-great-western-railwaypresentation-tickets-51541694596
Great Western Railway's regional
development manager Dan Oakey and
regional station manager John
Lanchester will give an update and
there will also be the opportunity to ask
questions.
It follows a public meeting held in
Keynsham in July at which people
spoke of their frustration at service
cancellations and overcrowding. At the
time Mr Lanchester acknowledged that
it had been a very difficult six months

with an increase in
cancelled and delayed
trains
which
GWR
recognised had an impact
on
customers
and
communities. He said the
massive engineering work
programme and fleet
change for every route
meant there had been an
impact on day-to-day delivery, but a
joint improvement plan had been
agreed with Network Rail.
To provide extra capacity on the busy
route between Bristol Temple Meads
and Bristol Parkway, two new tracks
are currently being laid. Work on this
section began on Saturday (27th
October) and runs until Sunday 18th
November - including week days.
GWR says that trains between London
Paddington and Bristol Temple Meads
will continue to run, with some minor
changes.
Between Portsmouth/Taunton and
Cardiff Central, services will run

between Portsmouth/Taunton and
Bristol Temple Meads. Connecting
buses will run to Bristol Parkway for
trains towards South Wales
Between Worcester/Gloucester and
Bristol Temple Meads, services will
divert after Bristol Parkway and will
run to Cardiff Central. Change at
Bristol Parkway for coaches to Bristol
Temple Meads. Buses will replace all
trains between Bristol Temple Meads
and Severn Beach.
CrossCountry trains will be diverted
between Cheltenham Spa and Bristol
Temple Meads – calling at Swindon
and Bath Spa instead of Bristol
Parkway.
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Petition
calls for bus
franchising
scheme

More than 240 people have signed a petition calling for
a bus franchising scheme for the Bristol area.
The ‘Take Control of Bristol’s Buses’ petition on the
change.org website has been started by Lib Dem
campaigner Max Langer.
It calls on Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees, Regional Mayor
Tim Bowles, Bristol City Council and the West of
England Combined Authority (WECA) to work towards
such a scheme.
“Transport in Bristol is in chaos. Car usage has been on
the rise for years, resulting in greater congestion and
pollution. In the face of this, our city desperately needs
improved public transport.
“However, our current system relies on private
companies running bus routes with very little oversight
from the council. Private firms can change routes,
amend timetables or even scrap services with short
notice and without consultation with the council or
residents. This allows large bus companies to focus on
making huge profits without a care for the local
communities that rely on their services. This is not good
enough and we must demand better.
“The Bus Services Act 2017 devolved powers to
regional mayors to establish bus franchising schemes.
Under such a scheme, the authority can decide the routes
and timetables that the city needs, then the bus
companies have to bid to run them. This is already how
things work in London and would allow us to take back
control of our public transport for the good of the whole
city.”
The petition says that WECA stated it would produce its
Bus Strategy in 2017 but is now expected to be opened
up for consultation in January 2019, over a year late.
The Week In Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers is due
to meet with the Regional Mayor Tim Bowles this week
to discuss transport issues. We will have a report in next
week’s issue.

More changes on
First bus services
First have implemented a number of
changes on local services with effect
from last weekend (Sunday).
On the 17, the two late evening services
leaving Southmead Hospital (2220 and
2320) will terminate at Kingswood and
not travel on via Hanham and Longwell
Green to Keynsham. There are also
some changes to early evening Monday
to Friday journeys between Southmead
Hospital and Kingswood, with some
journeys withdrawn because low
customer demand means they are not
covering their operating costs.
The Sunday and public holiday
timetable will be revised to operate
hourly between approximately 0830
and 2030, with early morning and late
evening journeys withdrawn.
As we have reported previously, a taxi
will replace the full-size bus on the
number 349 between Keynsham
Church and Park Estate on Mondays to
Saturday evenings. The taxi will meet

all the 39 journeys from Bath and
Bristol between approximately 2015
and 2315 and will be free of charge for
customers holding First tickets to and
from Keynsham.
On the number 6 (Kingswood – City
Centre)
and
number
7
(Mangotsfield/Staple Hill – City
Centre) there are a number of small
timetable services although frequency
is unaffected. However, on the 7 there
are implications for the section of route
between Staple Hill and Mangotsfield.
The route around Mangotsfield will
only be served between approximately
0900 and 1700. This means early
morning and early evening journeys
will not serve this section of route
reflecting, according to the bus
company, low levels of use and
complaints from local residents about
early morning bus movements in
residential areas.
First suggests using the 49 and Y5

services as alternatives, although
acknowledging that this may involve a
reasonable walk for customers using
stops in Hill House Road and Charnhill
Drive. Passengers hoping to travel from
Southmead to Keynsham on the
affected late evening services are
advised to take the 24 or 76 into the city
centre and then transfer onto the 39.
The timetable alterations also coincide
with the announcement of a flat £2 fare
for any single journey within the
Bristol Zone. This extends eastwards as
far as Ellsbridge House on the A4 at
Keynsham, Cherry Garden Road on the
A431 and Oaklodge Farm at
Bridgeyate.
The southward limit is Pensford Hill.
The fare, which comes into effect on
Sunday 11th November will apply to
pre-purchased mTickets (pack of 5) and
metrobus journeys. The on-board
purchase price (not metrobus) will be
£2.50.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Tim Bowles
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Trust plans to close its
‘financially unviable’ school
The Wellsway Multi Academy Trust announced last week
“with much sadness” that, following its request, the
Secretary of State for Education has granted a ‘decision
in principle’ to close The Bath Studio School by mutual
consent.
There is now a five-week “listening period” during which
individuals and organisations can put forward their views on
the proposed closure of TBSS to the Regional Schools
Commissioner at RSC.SW@education.gov.uk
Joe Rayment, Deputy Leader of Bath & North East Somerset
Labour Group, has written to Education Secretary Damian
Hinds, urging him not to close the school as “significant

numbers” of pupils there transferred from Bath Community
Academy when it closed recently.
“Children, parents and the community have been let down
once already. This cannot be allowed to happen again.”
In a statement the trust, which also runs Wellsway and IKB
in Keynsham, SBL at Oldland Common, the Aspire Academy
in Bath, plus five primary schools, said TBSS has struggled
to recruit students since opening in September 2014, despite
considerable effort.
The school has a creative and digital specialism. Although
its capacity is for 300 students aged from 14 to 19 it currently
educates just 126 students and has never recruited more than
140 students in any one of its five
academic years of existence.
“This lack of demand has led to the
situation where the school is not
financially viable, or educationally
sustainable, going forward. The Trust
has reviewed several options to keep
TBSS open but none are likely to be
achievable
within
the
local
educational
landscape
and,
reluctantly, WMAT has therefore
made the request for closure.
“If the request is given formal
approval, TBSS will close at the end
of the school year 2019/20 - with no
further students being admitted to the
school from September 2019. This
will enable all current students to
complete
the
courses
and
qualifications they have enrolled on.
During this period WMAT will work
individually with students to support
their on-going education and

transition and will also be available to talk to their
parents/carers. WMAT will also provide advisory support for
TBSS staff and will look to identify other opportunities for
them within other WMAT academies.”
Aspire Academy, which shares a site with TBSS, will remain
within the Trust and plans are already under way to expand
the school to provide more places for children with social,
emotional and mental health needs. Alongside this
expansion, WMAT says it is planning to work with the local
authority to further develop special school provision on the
site to meet the growing need for more special school places
in Bath & North East Somerset.
A Department for Education spokesman said: “At the request
of Wellsway Academy Trust, we have agreed, in-principle,
to the closure of Bath Studio School, which we will consider
before any final decision is made on its future.
“We will continue to work with the Trust and local authority
to support pupils at the school and minimise disruption to
their education.”

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

Sudoku
1-Easy

Joe Rayment

Sunday 4th November

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
B&NES, admit you’ve
made a mistake

Dear Stephen
I hope B&NES Council are going to
remember that 77% of the people who
filled in the online survey did not vote for
the current one-way system in Keynsham.
30% of those who did vote for it do not
want it to remain as it is. Only 23% want
the system that we currently have imposed
upon us.
We all know that the one-way system is
remaining whether we like it or not but
also remember that despite air pollution
levels reducing in the High Street, they
have risen elsewhere. B&NES will tell you
that these levels are within acceptable
limits but I bet if you add up all the
increases due to higher usage and delays
at various points i.e. the length of Bath Hill
for however far the traffic stretches, Avon
Mill Lane and the Temple Street/Rock
Road/Ashton Way/Charlton Road obstacle
course, there is an overall gain in the
amount of air pollution.
Of course that does not include the traffic
turning round in Back Lane and at the Bath
Hill/Avon Mill Lane roundabout because
they cannot cross into Temple Street.
Please B&NES, if you do nothing else,
improve the traffic flow by allowing all
vehicles to pass from the High Street to
Temple Street and on to the various car
parks. There are numerous situations in
which someone has to drive into the High
Street (say to drop someone off) and then
continue to a car park.
And finally.....move that pedestrian
crossing from the top of Bath Hill that
should never have been put there. I am
certain a B&NES councillor said in a
meeting about three years ago that they
would never put a crossing there just
because it wasn't safe to do so. The
crossing could be at an improved zebra
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Willsbridge.
On a lighter note, regarding the pretentious
renaming of the roads, why has Cross
Street become Via Traversus? Any Latinlearning schoolboy could tell you it should
be Via Traversa. And Trajectus Way? Oh
dear, could no one translate ‘Somerdale
Road’ into Latin?
Derek Stuart-Clark
Keynsham
near the library block or better still located
across Bath Hill where the cobbled
walkway is currently situated. This second
option would allow traffic to come safely
out of the end of the High Street into
Temple Street, given the correct boxing.
There must be some way of facilitating
this?
We need a better one-way system than we
have now. One that allows better traffic
flow. This will give Keynsham back some
of the vibrancy it has lost! Come on
B&NES Council, give the town, the
residents and the traders something to
smile about. Encourage people to come to
the leisure centre and apartments you are
creating. Admit you have made a mistake
and rectify it.
C Oliver

Another road for
Somerdale?

Dear Sir
Is there ever going to be another road in
and out of the Somerdale site in
Keynsham? The existing one is
oversubscribed, being used perforce by
everyone who lives or works within
Somerdale.
The junction there is enough of a
bottleneck as it is: if business booms there,
as is hoped, surely there is a call for
another road to the north-east to take
traffic to and from the A4175 road to

Underground solution?

Dear Sir
Re, the one-way system in Keynsham,
ideally it would be nice for traffic to flow
smoothly, with minimal interruptions. I
guess few readers need the bus stop on
Ashton Way, but those of us who do sit and
observe the continual stop/start at the
pedestrian crossing. Presumably, tests have
been done to measure the increase of
harmful emissions resulting.
Probably cost prohibitive (but at what
health cost?), the incline of the pedestrian
walkway up from the High Street lends
itself to rearrangement.
If the upper level was flattened and
continued by way of a tunnel under the
road, exiting in the car park a few yards on,
it would eliminate the need for the level
crossing. Most pedestrians seem to walk to
the car park anyway.
Roger Tilley
Oldland Common

Thanks to Tesco

Dear Editor
I would like to say a big ‘thank you’ to
Tesco in Keynsham for their generous
donation which saved the day at our
charity cake stall on 20th October.
They stepped in to help after Asda in
Longwell Green sadly failed to supply the
cakes which had originally been promised.
A Keynsham charity shop volunteer

Preserving our local
history

Dear Editor
The recent proposal by Crossman Homes
with regard to the historical Whitfield
Tabernacle in Park Road (Kingswood),
sounds commendable. I haven't seen the
actual plans, but Chris Skidmore MP, who
has championed this noble cause for many
years, has voiced his enthusiasm. It
remains to be seen whether it includes
building on the cemetery.
May I also take this opportunity to draw
attention to another aspect of our local
history. Sometimes facts become distorted,
and if not corrected, become the accepted
truth. My regular watering hole is The
Staple Hill Oak (Wetherspoons). Since it
opened in 1999, it has featured a
commemorative display on the sinking of
the Titanic 14/15 April 1912.
Unfortunately, it wrongly states that
Robert Bateman was the bandleader on
that fateful voyage. In fact the Rev Robert
James Bateman (1860-1912) was a
Methodist Minister; having briefly
returned to Staple Hill following his
mother's death, was returning home.
Following a religious service in
Kingswood, he left via Mangotsfield rail
station, en route to his parish in
Jacksonville, Florida. His story is well
documented on Google and has many
family trees on Ancestry.
John P Walker
Kingswood

Talk on the end of the
Great War

Dear Editor
A talk is being given about the end of the
First World War on 18th November
(7.30pm) at the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter Day Saints, Downend Road.
The speaker is Clive Burton, a local
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LETTERS
historian who has written three Bristolrelated First World War books.
Refreshments will include corned beef
sandwiches, home-made cakes and
Belgian chocolates from Ypres. Admission
is free but donations towards the Poppy
Appeal will be gratefully appreciated. For
more information call me on 0117
9070553.
Keith Nickless

Criticism of South Glos
Council

Dear Editor
This letter is to address two concerns.
Firstly, regarding Cllr Jon Hunt's letter re
the school budgets (Issue 547). Of course,
I will respond to the consultation,
however, very conveniently, the councillor
does not address the fact stated in the
previous week's edition whereby it states
South Gloucestershire schools are the
worst funded in the country.
If, indeed, this is the case, can the
councillor tell us if this is caused by less
government funding than for other
counties or if it is South Gloucestershire
Council not spending so much on
education as others do and as is required
for the future of this country?
Secondly, I refer to the letter from David
Britton in the same issue on the destruction
of our villages (and I include our rural
environment) with which I totally agree.
The fact that how an individual councillor
voted not being available under the FOI
request is an affront to democracy. This
basically means they are not accountable
and is against all this country stands for.
I implore voters to seriously look at who
they vote for because, sadly, under Tory
rule, it seems, every bit of English life and
respectability as we know it is being
eroded away.
I am 74 years old and throughout my life,

being a lobbyist, mostly on motorcycling
matters, have dealt with many councils
depending on where I lived at the time, and
have been a national officer in
motorcycling organisations on and off for
50 years, and have to say South
Gloucestershire are, by far, the worst I've
ever had to deal with on any matter.
But what else can we expect when, at the
roundabout on the ring road closest to me,
they can't even co-ordinate sets of traffic
lights so that there is stationary traffic
stuck out at an angle, making an obvious
accident just waiting to happen.
Anne Gale
Despondent but fighting!

We must unite to avert
disaster

Dear Stephen
Unless humanity can solve the dilemma
about climate change that you so well
outlined for us, then, in the words of
Private Fraser, ‘We are all doomed’ – or
rather, future generations are.
This thought might make being 84 a little
more palatable but does not relieve my
anger at the stupidity/cupidity of those
deniers who think they know better than
the overwhelming majority of the world’s
scientists and the growing evidence to
support their research.
We must all work together as a matter of
urgency and support only those politicians
who have the courage to see where we are
heading and are prepared as a top priority
to do what is necessary to avert disaster for
the human race.
DTP Mitchell

house keys that had gone missing in the
Townsend/Bifield
Road
area
of
Stockwood on Friday 19th October. I
searched everywhere for them and told my
friend who lives nearby, but to no avail.
Today (23rd October), the three children
knocked on my friend’s door to ask if they
belonged to her house. They had found the
keys on top of a low wall. She recognised
the keys from my description and
explained that she knew who they
belonged to. She and her husband thanked
the children. What a relief.
Thank you children, whoever you are for
your honesty and thoughtfulness. Well
done.
A grateful Keynsham resident
Name and address supplied

deed regarding the choking baby by Mr
Rob Stockwell, showing that there are still
many decent people around, while we read
also of the low life who rob and abuse the
elderly and children, the yobs who
vandalise the community garden in
Warmley and throw stones etc. at cars.
Thanks go to the volunteers who give their
spare time to clear up the rubbish many of
our small-minded people throw down.
People like Rob and these people certainly
get my respect.
RW Heap
Warmley

Missing suitcase

The Week In is independent of any

Dear Editor
Has anybody found a small purple suitcase
around the Crown Inn or Keynsham
Rugby Club area? It was mislaid last
weekend.
Please contact Wendi on mike.wend
@blueyonder.co.uk
Wendi

political or commercial interest. We aim

Well done Rob!

Please try to keep letters under 300

Dear Editor
It was so refreshing to read on your front
page Issue 548 of the gallant life-saving
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to produce a balanced and accurate view
of local news and welcome comments
from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication.
Only the name and district where you
live will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.

Thanks to children who
found keys

Dear Sir
I would like to thank three children, two
little girls and a small boy, who found my

Write to us

Rob with Kayleigh and Indie

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later than
9.00am on the Monday
of each week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Dog fighting in Kingswood?
Concerns that dogs are being trained to fight in a
children’s play area in Kingswood were flagged up at the
local Community Engagement Forum last week.
Local councillors reported a recurring problem of dog
damage to the play equipment in the Woodstock play area
which is part of the open space between Somerton Close,
Wedmore Close, Glanville Gardens and Purton Close.
The belief from South Gloucestershire Council officers is
that the swing seats are being used to train dogs for fighting.
Last year a similar problem was highlighted at Kingswood
Park where dogs had been seen hanging by their teeth from
the swings.
Such a method strengthens the animals’ jaws in preparation

for dog fights, a cruel activity which has been legal for more
than 180 years and yet the RSPCA still investigates and
prosecutes offences.
The ongoing problem at the Woodstock play area means the
seats are out of action when they have to be taken away for
repair and it is costing the council money.
Anyone with information is asked to contact the police on
101. The latest police crime reference number from council
officers is 18102018/L/2186.
Meanwhile South Glos Council has appealed to local people
to help find the owl wood carving that has been stolen from
the play area. Call 101 or if you find it, call 01454 868000
and someone from the council will come and collect it.

Council is highly
commended at
transports
awards ceremony

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Unmarried
woman (8)

1. Cries (4)

5. Moist (4)

3. Guide (5)

9. Entreat (7)

4. Breathe out (6)

10. Rental
agreement (5)

6. Astonishing (7)

11. Request (3)
12. Car fuel (6)
15. Astray (5)
17. Ringer (4)
19. Military display (6)
22. Weapon (6)
24. Concern (4)
26. Concise (5)
27. Meat pin (6)
30. Glacial (3)
32. Relating to
the eye (5)
33. Listless (7)
34. Require (4)
35. About to happen (8)
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2. Progeny (5)

7. Game bird (8)
8. Chemical compound (6)
13. Songbird (3)
14. Wind instrument (4)
16. Obstinate (8)
18. Escapade (4)
20. Prickly weed (7)
21. Place of business (6)
23. Uncooked (3)
25. Sanctuary (6)
28. Boredom (5)
29. Evade (5)
31. Mine entrance (4)

South Gloucestershire Council has been highly
commended at the recent National Transport Awards for
making rural bus links work.
The awards are supported by the Department for
Transport and the independent watchdog group Transport
Focus.
South Glos Council’s Cabinet Member responsible for
Transport, Colin Hunt, said: “Over recent years there has
been continued work aimed at increasing bus use and
improving the customer experience in South
Gloucestershire and the local area, and we were delighted
to be highly commended at the National Transport
Awards on 11th October.
“We were recognised for our work to support rural bus
services in our area, and in particular for negotiating
contract renewals with bus companies within a limited
budget, providing better value for money than
individually tendered contracts.
“These negotiations and the resulting services have seen
an increase in patronage of almost 30 per cent on the
routes.
“This is the second time South Gloucestershire has been
highly commended at these awards, the first occasion
was in 2015.”
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South Gloucestershire’s
envirocrime team win
national award
South
Gloucestershire
Council’s
envirocrime team have won a national
award in recognition of their
achievements, particularly with regards to
tackling fly-tipping in the area.
The team, which improve the streets of
South Gloucestershire by dealing with
issues including fly-tipping, litter, dogfouling and graffiti, were named at the
awards ceremony in Nottingham as
winner of the prestigious Association for
Public
Service
Excellence’s
Environmental Services award for
innovation in environmental services.
Officers were recognised for ‘creating a
virtual envirocrime team’ which involved
partnership working and maximising the
use of available legislation, which has
enabled a wide variety of cases to be
resolved. The innovative solution adopted
combined environmental health, waste
management and StreetCare areas and
expertise to solve issues, as well as
working closely with local people. The
‘virtual team’ has had a direct impact on
local communities, improving their
environment and helping to make
communities safer.
The judges were impressed with the
rigour in which the council pursues flytippers and its success in identifying

Ham Lane

perpetrators and successfully prosecuting
them.
Cabinet Member for Communities &
Tourism Cllr Paul Hughes said: “Anyone
that fly-tips in our area is five times more
likely to be successfully prosecuted than
anywhere else in the country. We have a
100 per cent record of securing successful
prosecutions for this type of offence, so if
you allow your rubbish to be fly-tipped by
failing to ensure it is correctly removed in
South Gloucestershire, you can expect to
be caught and prosecuted.”
Just two weeks ago (Issue 547) we
featured the council’s latest successful
prosecution of a Wick man after fly-tipped
waste was discovered in Wick and
Pucklechurch.
The council’s waste team was also
shortlisted for an award at the ceremony.

Equine therapy centre
wins formal approval
A retrospective planning application for an
equine educational centre in Upton
Cheyney has been approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
Four Acres in Grandmother’s Rock Lane
was already being used for equestrian
purposes and the backdated application
was for a mixed use of the site to include
the “therapeutic horsemanship education
centre” which has been operating there
since last year. A small stable has been
built in connection with the centre.
The planning application was submitted
by the not for profit community interest
company Small Strides Equine Assisted
Learning, which moved there from Queen
Charlton. The charity provides one-to-one
horse familiarisation experiences to

disadvantaged children.
Bitton Parish Council had objected
strongly to the application, saying the site
is a sensitive area designated as Green
Belt and in the Cotswolds Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty, with poor
access.
But South Glos Council’s planning
enforcement team were satisfied that the
site had been used for equestrian purposes
for a period of longer than 10 years,
therefore equestrian use was immune from
planning enforcement action.
However, planning officers have imposed
conditions which restrict the number of
horses, secure the use of the vehicular
access and restrict any other commercial
uses or business activities on the site.
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Arson attack on
football club
Blackhorse Sports & Community
Pavilion, home to more than 30 football
teams, was set alight by arsonists last
week.
Within hours of the fire on Monday, Colin
Sutton, the chairman of Mangotsfield JFC
and a trustee of Blackhorse Sports &
Community Association had started a
crowdfunding appeal to raise £5,000.
He said: “Late this afternoon a mindless act
of arson was carried out on Blackhorse
Sports & Community Pavilion in
Mangotsfield. This is the home of
Mangotsfield JFC and AFC Mangotsfield,
and over 30 football teams from under-fives
to adult.
“This act of malicious criminal damage

could potentially ruin the football
environment of hundreds of boys, girls,
seniors and volunteers at the club. It is also
used for vital community groups during the
week.
“Whilst the damage is being assessed we will
need help to help to repair and make ready.
Insurance will go some way, but we have had
to cancel a planned fundraising event in a
few weeks. Any help no matter how small
will help. Junior football clubs are not cash
rich.”
You
can
donate
at
https://www.justgiving.com/crowdfunding/b
lackhorsecommunitysports?utm_id=60&utm
_term=eBMw329VR
The crime reference number is 5218236525.

Invitation to
join Men’s
Group
Men are invited to relax and
enjoy a couple of hours in
the friendly company of St
Stephen's Men's Group in
Soundwell.
The small group get
together
every
other
Thursday from around 7pm
(for refreshments) before a
7.30pm start in a room at the
rear of St Stephen's Church
(opposite the leisure centre).
They enjoy speakers and
occasional trips and make
donations to charity.
Call Brian Brown on 0117
9602766 to find out more.
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Advertising feature

I’ve always wanted to foster but…
It often goes unremarked, but many of us believe that giving
‘back to the community’ is one of the things that makes our
society unique.
Fostering is an emotionally rewarding way of providing a
service to our local communities. In effect, giving back in the
most selfless way.
Foster carers do something special. They open up their lives
and family to welcome strangers, to nurture and care for them.
In doing so, they provide those young people who may have
been neglected or harmed an opportunity to experience a stable,
loving, family environment.
However, many people who are eligible to become foster carers
often self-exclude themselves, for a variety of reasons that often
have no foundation in reality.
So, what are some of the myths?
• ‘I am single’ and/or ‘too old’
Whether you are single and/or childless, a single parent,
married or divorced, none of these, nor your ethnicity or
nationality are barriers to becoming a foster carer. What is more
important is your capacity to meet the young person’s needs,
your ability to treat each young person as an individual and to
work as part of the team around the young person.
You cannot become a foster carer if you are under the age of
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21. There is no upper age limit.
• ‘I am in a same-sex relationship’
Foster carers are needed from all backgrounds. Your sexuality
does not matter. What does matter is your capacity to nurture
others and to understand and respond sensitively to the needs
of the young people who may have been traumatised by
previous experiences.
• ‘I rent my home’
You don’t have to own your own home to become a foster carer.
However, if you live in any form of rented/social housing, you
must have your landlord’s permission to foster. It’s really
important that your living situation is stable and that you are
not at risk of losing your home.
You also need a spare room, simply because like adults, young
people also need their privacy.
• ‘I don’t drive, can I foster?’
It’s important that you are able to drive, but not crucial. What
you will have to take into account is that there are a whole range
of meetings and appointments, including transporting to and
from school, that as a foster carer you will be expected to
undertake.
• ‘So, who are we looking for?’
There is no typical template. All foster families, like all children

in care, are different. At Fusion Fostering, we need a diverse
range of families able to respond to a diverse range of young
people. There are some qualities though that all foster families
start off with or will have in common (these are not
exhaustive!):
• The ability to provide a safe, emotionally warm, nurturing
home environment
• The ability to be non-judgemental
• Clear and appropriate rules/boundaries in your home
• The ability to work as part of the team around the young
person in meeting the young person’s needs
• The capacity to make ‘emotional and physical space’ in your
family so that you can welcome another
• The ability to nurture the talents and skills of young people
What’s stopping you? Start your journey now. I have many
years’ experience of work in the fostering sector. I am waiting
to have that first conversation with you. I can help you on your
journey towards becoming a foster carer.
Richard Brandford
Social worker, Fusion Fostering
email rbrandford@fusionfostering.co.uk
or call 0757 765 0254
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Mangotsfield School
in major new TV
documentary
Richard Ryan, left, & Chris Skidmore

A major new BBC2 documentary featuring Label1 spoke to several multi-academy trusts
Mangotsfield School airs from next Tuesday before choosing the Castle School Education
(6th November) at 9pm.
Trust. They said they were impressed with
It has been created by production company the dedication, commitment and pride in
Label1, which made the acclaimed series their work, despite the challenging pressures
Hospital which revealed the extraordinary that schools are facing. CSET secondary
work, pressures and difficult decisions faced schools Mangotsfield, The Castle School at
every week by staff at one of Britain’s Thornbury and Marlwood School at
biggest NHS Trusts.
Alveston will all feature in the series which
The BBC and Open University asked Label1 aims to capture the reality of life in Britain’s
to turn their attention to making a series that secondary schools across an academic year.
The land
has beentrailer
raisedfor
by two
explores the challenges, triumphs and future
The level
promotional
the metres
series has
of our education system.
already begun broadcasting.

Kings Chase car
park refurbishment
Wear a poppy and
gets under way
Work was getting under this week on
repairs to the multi-storey car park at
Kings Chase Shopping Centre which
will bring 100 spaces back into use.
Richard Ryan, shopping centre manager,
said: “The works will bring the top tier of
the car park back into use in early 2019,
restoring approximately 100 parking
spaces to daily use.
“Towards the end of the eight-week
programme, and after a break for
Christmas, the façade of the car park will
be jet washed and re-painted in white,
giving visitors and residents a more
pleasing and vibrant environment, and
future-proofing the car park for the years
ahead.”
Plans for a major redevelopment of the
shopping centre, including demolishing
the old multi-storey car park, were
approved by South Gloucestershire
Council at the end of last year but they
have been put on hold.
The centre was put up for sale but the
owners have now decided to refurbish the

car park in the first instance.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore recently
visited the shopping centre to meet with
local business owners and visit the many
shops and stores which help make it a
success including Ian Mackenzie,
manager of the new YMCA charity shop
which has recently opened.
Mr Skidmore said: “I'm delighted that the
centre is beginning its refurbishment
works, which will ensure that the upper
decks of the car park are re-opened in
early 2019, increasing capacity.
“Residents should be aware of these
works that will be taking place over the
next few months to repair and repaint parts
of the car park, but there should be
minimal disruption to the parking
facilities.
“I look forward to working closely
with the shopping centre in the future,
so that we can ensure Kingswood
has a local shopping centre that we can be
proud of with great independent stores
too.”

ride for free on
Remembrance Sunday
Poppy wearers, as well as
serving Armed Forces
personnel, Cadets and
veterans, will be able to
travel free on Remembrance
Sunday on First buses.
The bus company’s offer
aims to encourage people to
attend
commemorative
events to mark 100 years
since Armistice Day
As part of the bus operator’s
support for Remembrance
Sunday, many buses will
also have poppies fitted on
the exterior of the vehicle.
James Freeman, managing
director for First West of
England,
said:
“Remembrance Day is an
important day for many

people who want to
remember family, friends
and others who have been
lost in all wars, both service
men and women and
civilians.
“With this offer we want to
make it as easy as possible
for people to attend special
events taking place in our
region. Many of our
employees, from drivers,
engineers to office staff,
have served in the military
or have friends and family
members who are former or
active members of the
Armed Forces, so this time
of year is particularly
poignant across our sites.”
A spokesperson for the

Royal British Legion said:
“We are incredibly grateful
to First West of England for
their support of this year’s
Poppy Appeal. On this
centenary year we are saying
Thank You to the entire
generation who served in the
First World War, and all
generations of the Armed
Forces community who have
served since. The work of
the Legion is as relevant and
vital today as it was in the
aftermath of the First World
War when the charity was
founded. Please wear your
poppy with pride knowing
your donation is supporting
today’s Armed Forces
community.”

Kings Chase car park
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Hill stays on priority gritting list
after council heeds concerns
Spring Hill in Kingswood, which South Gloucestershire
Council was proposing to remove from its priority winter
gritting schedule as part of cost-cutting plans, will stay
on the list after residents’ concerns.
Earlier this year the council announced that it was planning
to remove around 30km of primary roads from the
precautionary salted network.
But as a result of the consultation and listening to feedback
one road will be added back into the treated network. Spring
Hill is used as a direct access to St Stephen’s Infant and
Junior schools, a fact unknown to council officers prior to
the consultation exercise.
The roads which have been removed from the priority list
include several in our area - Greenbank Road, Hollyguest

History talks

The topic at Kingswood History Society’s October
meeting was the Newport Medieval Ship, a 15th
century sailing vessel discovered in 2002 in Newport
in Gwent, having apparently foundered there whilst
under repair circa 1466.
And next Tuesday (6th November) Prof Chris Stephans
will talk to members about the Bishops Knoll World
War One hospital.
The society meets on the first Tuesday of the month at
7.30pm in the Park Centre.
Anyone
interested
in
joining
can
visit
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org or just come along
to a meeting.
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Road and Abbots Road in Hanham; Court Farm Road in
Longwell Green; Siston Lane, Webbs Heath and Goose
Green; and Orchard Vale and Church Road in Kingswood.
This week Colin Hunt, Cabinet Member for Planning,
Transportation & the Strategic Environment, said the changes
do not diminish the council’s commitment to keeping South
Gloucestershire’s roads safe and moving during icy and
snowy periods.
He said: “As part of our overall savings programme and
following extensive public consultation, we have made
savings to our winter maintenance budget of £100,000. These
savings will largely be achieved by making the decision not
replacing two of our current fleet of 12 gritters, which are
coming to the end of their useful lives. At the same time, we
have reviewed the priority route network that we salt preemptively and devised more efficient routes for our fleet
during severe weather, which means we can keep the
overwhelming majority of our key roads clear ahead of
extreme weather events. Where there are changes, there are
also alternative routes available to keep key traffic arteries
moving.
“In identifying the changes to our primary network of
precautionary salted routes, we have carefully analysed the
roads we currently treat and developed new routes which are
more efficient, taking away the need to replace one of the
retiring gritters. Given the reduced budget available, we have
also re-assessed the priority of routes on our network.
“Routes removed from our primary network are now added
to our secondary route network. During prolonged icy

The injury accident
hotspots in South Glos

Spring Hill

weather conditions this secondary route will be treated, as it
is now with our current programme.
“If there are any road closures on our primary routes during
winter weather conditions, we will treat alternative routes to
maintain access at all times.
“In addition, ahead of winter, we will be working closely
with residents and other stakeholders, such as town and
parish councils, to that people know where their nearest grit
bins are. Additionally, the council maintains arrangements
with a number of local farmers who assist with operations
during cold spells and snow events.”

The locations in South Gloucestershire where five or
more injury accidents have been reported over the last
five years were highlighted in a report to councillors.
Topping the list was Junction 19 of the M4, where 22
injury accidents were recorded between 2013 and 2017.
Close behind was the A4174 junction with the M32 at
Hambrook with 21.
The request for information about the accident hotspots
was requested by Labour councillor Michael Bell
(Rodway ward).
There are 31 locations are on the list including:
• M4 Junction 20-19 at Hambrook (8 accidents)
• A4174 Cleeve Hill at the junction with the A4017
Bromley Heath Road, Downend (8)
• A4174 Wick Wick Roundabout (7)
• Sweets Road at the junction with Pound Road in
Kingswood (7)
• A431 High Street by Hanham Library (7)
• A4174 Deanery Road roundabout (6)
• A420 London Road at the junction with A4175 Bath
Road, Bridgeyate (6)
• B4465 Broad Street at its junction with A4017
Soundwell Road in Staple Hill (5)
• Westerleigh Road-Henfield Road crossroads (5)
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Halloween fun for youngsters as
they play in the street
Grange Avenue in Hanham is taking part in South
Gloucestershire’s pilot Play Street initiative and on
Sunday the road was sealed off as children dressed up for
Halloween and played there.
Play Street schemes enable residents to apply for and manage
a temporary road closure for children to play, offering a great
way to make neighbourhoods more child-friendly, bring
people together and encourage physical activity.
It was the second event Grange Avenue has held and
residents decided to adopt a Halloween theme. Many parents
dressed up too and they organised a barbecue.

During Play Street sessions roads are closed to through traffic
but vehicle access for residents is maintained. The scheme is
suitable for residential streets with low amounts of traffic,
such as cul-de-sacs and no through roads, minor roads
serving cul-de-sacs and hamlets. Unsuitable streets include
those on a bus route.
Grange Avenue will be holding more sessions on Sunday
25th November and Sunday 30th December.
Play Street sessions are also being held in roads in Patchway,
Winterbourne and Hambrook.
Brian Gardner, South Glos Council’s Active Lifestyles Team

Isabella & Verity

leader, went along to Sunday’s event. You can find out more
at www.southglos.gov.uk/playstreets or give him a call on
01454 862296.

Playing in the street
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Gok Wan supports
Keynsham bra boutique
Keynsham bra shop Perfect Fit has featured in TV
fashion guru Gok Wan’s One Size Fits All tour.
Gok’s “masterclass in fashion, body confidence and insider
tips” came to the Mercure Hotel in Bristol on 20th October.
His tour is a response to high streets up and down the country
which are having a tough time.
He told the audience: “I wanted to do something to try and
reinforce the Great British High Street, to show the world

exactly what we do best, our buyers, our merchandisers, our
wonderful families that have had generations and generations
of boutiques and shops and they are doing incredible stuff.
“So we go around the country now and every single catwalk
we do, we keep it local, so all the clothes you’re going to see
here today are from your very own High Street.”

Fundraising
jumble sale

Gok Wan with a
lingerie model

Debbie French from Perfect Fit
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Gok, best known for his Channel 4 television programme
How to Look Good Naked, spoke about the importance of
having the correct fitting bra during the event which featured
Temple Street shop Perfect Fit.
• Gok will be back in Bristol soon as he is appearing in
Cinderella at the Hippodrome from 8th December to 6th
January.

A jumble sale to raise funds for Warmley Community
Centre will take place on Saturday 10th November from
10am to 12.30pm.
As well as jumble there will be clothes in good
condition. Entry will be free and refreshments will be
available.
Proceeds will go towards renovation work at the centre
which recently highlighted its financial problems.
Anyone with any donations is asked to call Sally on
07986 934654.
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Hanham Library
poised to join
Open Access
scheme at last
Two options to finally enable Hanham
Library to increase its opening hours
have been drawn up.
Over the past year, the Open Access
scheme has not only extended library
opening hours to the public in South
Gloucestershire, including evenings and
at weekends, but saved the council
£500,000.
But Hanham has missed out, seeing its
staffed opening hours cut from 41.5 to 26
a week and the introduction of the swipe
card system delayed due to the need for
additional fire safety measures to enable
people with physical disabilities to exit
the building in the event of a fire when
the library is unstaffed.
Physical constraints prevent a ramp being
built from the fire exit door as this would
block access to much of the car park.
Following pressure from local councillors
and campaigners, work has been carried
out by the council to assess options to
enable the library to get Open Access,
which has a base cost of £49,000.
The first option is to install a new fire
exit, at a cost of £35,000, into the side of
the building over land used as an external

play area under licence by adjoining
Baker Street Nursery, but this would have
a detrimental impact on the children who
use the area for outside play.
The other option is for an internal grille
that would lower across the children’s
area during Open Access hours at a cost
of £5,000, and this is the option that
officers are recommending to the Cabinet
which will make a decision next Monday
(5th November). The grille would, reduce
the distance from the farthest point of the
library to the front door, therefore
complying with fire regulations.
This week campaigner and Hanham
parish councillor Ian Richardson said:
“While some of the children’s section
would be locked behind the grille,
arrangements can be made for a
substantial amount to be kept within the
main library area during Open Access
hours.
“It is clearly the better option as it will not
only save taxpayers money on a more
expensive option of building a separate
fire exit, but it means the nursery next
door will not be losing out on a valuable
play area.”

Milford Avenue

Crackdown on
inconsiderate parking
South Gloucestershire Council is taking
action against inconsiderate parking in roads
around the Milford Avenue shops and other
locations in Wick.
It says demand for on-street parking and
associated obstructive parking is causing
access and visibility difficulties for local
residents.
Three-hour limited waiting is proposed in the
layby adjacent to the Milford Avenue shops
to prevent all-day parking and allow
sufficient access for visitors to the local
traders.
And two-hour limited waiting except permit
holders is proposed in nearby Boyd Close to
remove inconsiderate parking by visitors to
the shops. This causes difficulties for the
high proportion of elderly residents who
have very restricted space available to park
near their homes.

The council is also consulting on plans for
waiting restrictions in Abson Road, Church
Road, Court View, High Street, Holbrook
Lane, Manor Road, Mendip View,
Naishcombe Hill, Parkers Avenue, Rock
Road, and St Francis Drive.
It is proposed to introduce no waiting at any
time restrictions (double yellow lines) to
cover junctions/accesses and areas where
traffic parking can reduce visibility and
impact safety. The proposals include the
conversion of existing advisory white ‘Keep
Clear’ markings to no waiting at any time
restrictions.
The consultation deadline is 9th November.
There is more information and a survey on
the council’s website – look under
Consultations.
If you don’t have internet access call 01454
863613.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Marking WW1
centenary in
Keynsham
Keynsham will honour the 89 men who
served in the First World War in a
weekend of poignant commemorations
starting on Friday 9th November.
At 10.30am children from local schools
and representatives of community
organisations, including the Royal British
Legion and town council, will gather at the
war memorial at Keynsham Memorial
Park. They will then walk to the St John’s
Church for a memorial service starting at
11am. During the service there will be
World War One poems and readings as well
as performances of wartime songs by the
children of Chandag Junior School and the
Keynsham Good Afternoon Choir.
This is an open event and a packed church
is anticipated. There will be more than 120
children from Chandag Junior School and
St John’s Primary School, as well as 60
members of the choir and families
representing those who gave their lives 100
years ago. In recent months thousands of
poppies have been knitted in a project led
by Keynsham in Bloom. From that

morning onwards the poppies will be
draped from the tower of St John’s.
At the conclusion of the service 89
members of the audience, including school
children, will bring forward wooden
crosses as a mark of respect for those local
men who served their town and country.
On Sunday 11th November Keynsham’s
Remembrance parade to mark the
centenary of World War One will muster in
Ashton Way and move off at 9am before
marching to the bottom of Rock Road,
turning left onto the High Street and along
to St John’s Church for the service at
09.30am.
At 10.30 the parade will muster at Station
Road junction to march back along the
High Street onto Bath Hill and the
Memorial Gates for 10.55am. There will be
the laying of wreaths, a short service and
the two-minute silence.
Poppies will be displayed along the parade
route and there will be Tommy silhouettes
placed around the town, in church, schools
and the library.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Constituents enjoy
Westminster tour
Around 50 residents from Kingswood and
Hanham were last week given a tour of
Westminster organised by their MP Chris
Skidmore.
The leader of South Glos Council Toby
Savage joined the tour which was the second
trip to the Houses of Parliament that Mr

Skidmore had arranged for local residents,
with the first one being in September.
During their visit they met with their MP for
a question-and-answer session, giving them
the chance to discuss any concerns with him
directly.
Preparations are under way for more tours.

Christmas food
donations welcomed
Keynsham Foodbank, which last year fed 446
adults and 400 children, is starting to stock up
on Christmas fare to help struggling families.
The foodbank tries to include festive fare at
Christmas time but because of the collection
and distribution system, volunteers are asking
members of the public to think about this in
good time when making donations.
Coordinator Alan Hale said: “Our drop boxes
are collected from Tesco and Waitrose in
Keynsham each Tuesday and the distribution
centres place their orders with the warehouse
once a week. This process does not normally
cause a problem until Christmas when the

date becomes critical.
“So ideally we would like to be receiving
Christmas fare now, provided the ‘use by’
date takes it beyond Christmas. This would
mean we give those we help the treats and
Christmas food so many of us take for
granted.”
For those who make the vital donations at the
two Keynsham supermarkets Mr Hale also
suggests they take a look at the white boards
located above the drop boxes.
These are regularly updated with items
which are particularly needed for that
week.

Man who targeted the
elderly is jailed for 13 years
A man who targeted elderly people has been
jailed for robbery and aggravated burglary.
Sharmarke Abdiquaadir, 31, was handed the
prison sentence, totalling 13 years, at Bristol
Crown Court earlier this month.
He was charged with aggravated burglary in
the Hillfields area of Bristol in March of this
year where he entered a property armed with
a knife and threatened the elderly occupant
and stole cash and a laptop.

He was also charged with robbery following
an incident at an off licence in Staple Hill in
April in which he stole the purse of an elderly
woman, causing her to fall to the ground and
hit her head.
Abdiquaadir pleaded guilty to robbery but
denied aggravated burglary. After a three-day
trial he was found guilty. He received two
years for the robbery and 11 years for the
aggravated burglary, to run concurrently.
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Dickensian theme
to Keynsham
Winter Festival

Celebrating Bonfire Night with a bang
The Riverside Inn at Saltford will be staging their firework
display on Monday 5th November. Gates open at 4.30pm,
there will be music from The Peppercorns from 6pm and
fireworks at around 6.30pm.
There will be barbecue and side stalls. Tickets are £3.50 per
person which includes a free burger.
Meanwhile Bristol Telephone Area Rugby Football Club’s
annual firework display will be at their ground in
Stockwood Lane on Sunday 4th November. Gates open at
5.30pm and the display is at 7pm.
There is a bar and barbecue food will be available. Tickets
are £6 for adults, £3 for children and £15 for a family ticket
(two adults and two children).

The Week in • Wednesday 31st October 2018

The Keynsham Winter Festival is a key date in the town’s
calendar and one of Keynsham's best-loved events.
The theme for this year’s event on Friday 30th November is a
Dickensian Winter.
The town council, which organises the festival, plans to install
a mobile stage in the centre of town which will provide
entertainment throughout the evening including guest
appearances by magicians and theatre groups.
There will also be a full programme of performances in The
Space from some of Keynsham’s finest musical groups and
choirs, as well as events in the library, Fear Hall, Baptist Church
and Victoria Methodist Church.
The High Street will be taken over by market stalls including
food and drink.The evening will begin at 6pm with carols around
the Christmas tree. St John's Church bell ringers will ring the
bells to mark the start of the procession at approximately
6.15pm. The procession, including the town crier, Father
Christmas, the 2368 Marching Band, children carrying lanterns,
Dickensian characters and the Keyford Dancers, will parade the
full length of the High Street to the stage at Temple Street. The
Christmas lights will be switched on by the Winter Festival
colouring competition winner with their magic wand.There will
also be a fun fair and a climbing wall.
For the full line-up visit bit.ly/keynshamwinterfestival
As the town will be quite busy it may be advisable to use the
free Park & Ride service being put on by Keynsham Dial-aRide. They will be running buses throughout the evening from
the Waitrose car park on Broadmead Lane (just off the
Keynsham Bypass).
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Free live music at The Batch
Anyone who enjoys live music is invited to attend free
sessions at The Batch in Cadbury Heath.
There is an opportunity to listen to, and sing and play along
with, a variety of talented professional musicians who as well
as performing popular songs also write their own music.
The sessions bring old and young together, and also offer
craft activities and a children’s play area.
In the last five years more than 150 community music events

An inclusive Community Band at The Batch, Cadbury
Heath on 11th October
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have been organised by Liz and Martin Gray with the support
of Avon Valley Railway and Milestones Trust.
The main funding for these events has been through the
Learning Difficulties Partnership Board at South
Gloucestershire Council. Liz and Martin organise events for
adults with additional needs, including their son Stephen,
who has learning difficulties and an autism condition, to
enable them to enjoy live music in an inclusive community
environment. Liz says the main target audience is
adults with additional needs to come along with
carers, parents with young children and the elderly.
But basically the sessions are for anyone who is
able to come along and enjoy an afternoon of live
music in a welcoming environment.
After the music event held at The Batch earlier this
month, a visitor who went along told Liz: "I saw the
advertisement in The Week In which seemed
appealing and I wasn't disappointed. The musicians
showed great versatility giving everyone a chance
to participate. Great to see the participants joining
in without any fear of performing.”
The dates of the next sessions are 8th and 22nd

Music on the platform at Avon Riverside station at a
Music Train event in September

November and 6th and 20th December from 1pm to 3pm.
The café will be open serving meals and snacks. If you would
like to bring a large group for a meal it is advisable to phone
to book a table. Call 0117 9610155.
For more information about the sessions contact Liz Gray on
community express@milestonestrust.org.uk or call 0117
3827284.
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How Saltford is marking the centenary
Armistice
remembered in
words and music
Keynsham
Arts
Consortium is presenting its very own
commemoration of the
Armistice centenary
next
Friday
(9th
November).
Requiem
is
an
alternative reflection
on the Great War in
words and music. Both
the poetry and the
musical performances
will draw on contemporary and First World War themes and
will create a reflective and thought-provoking tribute. Local
writers and performers include Rebecca Shelley, Steve Mercy
and Nick Pallett.
The performance at The Space starts at 7.30pm and there is
a bar. Tickets cost £7 and are available via
keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.co.uk
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A major village event will be staged in Saltford on Sunday
11th November to commemorate the centenary of the end
of World War One.
It is being organised by Saltford Parish Council, Saltford
Environment Group (SEG) and Saltford Community
Association.
In the morning there will be the traditional Remembrance
Sunday service at 11am at the war memorial, followed by a
service at St Mary’s. Then in the afternoon in Saltford Hall
the results from the Bath Record Office World War One
Saltford genealogy research on local families will be on
display.
Saltford Primary School will have a display of their work
marking the end of the war and SEG will use material from
the Heritage Centre to have a display about Saltford’s role
and activities during the war years. The Avon branch of the
Western Front Association will be there with a display and a
medals expert so that residents can bring along any
memorabilia to get it identified. Keynsham & Saltford Local
History Society will also have a display of local items.
Visitors will also be able to search and print out recorded
evidence of individuals who served or died during the war
and are encouraged to come forward with any local pictures
they have of around 1918.
Local band Now & Then will lead a topical musical sing

along, and tea and cake including ‘1918 War Cake’ will be
provided for this free entry event for Saltford’s residents at
which donations for the Royal British Legion’s Poppy Appeal
will be accepted.
The afternoon’s events run from 2pm to 5pm.
If you would like to be involved in any way email
events@saltfordhall.co.uk or ring the office on 01225
874081.

Cam Valley
Arts Trail

Cam Valley Arts Trail takes place this weekend (3rd &
4th November) in the villages of Timsbury, High
Littleton, Temple Cloud, Clutton, Tunley and Paulton.
More than 40 artists will be showcasing and selling
their original, handcrafted work in painting, printing,
textiles, ceramics, felt, glass, pastel, silver, wood, batik
and more. There will also be a number of free ‘taster’
art workshops and demonstrations as part of the trail to
enjoy. The trail runs from 11am to 5pm on both days.
Find out more at www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk
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Stage version
of TV classic

Saltford Drama Club will be presenting The Vicar of
Dibley from Thursday 15th to Saturday 17th November
at Saltford Hall.
The stage play by Ian Gower and Paul Carpenter was
adapted from the original TV series by Richard Curtis
and Paul Mayhew-Archer. The Saltford show is produced
by Julia Chandler and Liz Sands. Tickets priced £10 &
£8 (Saturday matinee) are available by calling 01225
400122, emailing events@saltfordhall.co.uk, from the
Saltford Community Association office and Saltford Post
Office.

Headline
comedians at
Keynsham club
Appearing at Keynsham Comedy Club in The Space in
Temple Street on Saturday 10th November will be headline
comedians Andre Vincent, Doug Segal and Chris Stokes.
Tickets are £11 in advance or £14 on the door and you can
buy them on Skiddle.
There will be a licensed pop-up bar. Doors open at 7.30pm
and the show starts at 8.15pm.
Find out more on Facebook or visit www.smileyspaces.co.uk

Marking WW1
centenary at Avon
Valley Railway
Over the weekend of 10th and 11th November Avon
Valley Railway will commemorate the centenary of the
end of World War 1 at their ‘Southern Suburban
Veterans’ End of Season Gala.
The event will feature two guest locomotives of Southern
Region vintage. The first is London, Brighton & South Coast
Railway ‘Terrier’ No 32678, formerly known as ‘Knowle’,
from the Kent & East Sussex Railway. The second is London
& South Western Railway Beattie Well Tank No 30587,
courtesy of the National Railway Museum and visiting from
the Bodmin & Wenford Railway.
Both locos would have seen service in the South of England
during the Great War and neither type has visited Avon Valley
Railway before.
An intensive timetable will be in operation across both days,
including footplate and brake van rides, as well as the chance
to be a ‘Driver for a Fiver’.
There will be also be a display of 2,833 handmade poppies
to represent the number of Midland Railway employees who
did not return from the Great War.

Tickets are priced at £16 for adults, with price reductions for
concessions and children. Contact AVR on 0117 9325538.

Winter
craft fair

There will be a winter craft fair at Kingswood Heritage
Museum in Tower Lane, Warmley, on Sunday 25th
November from 11am to 4.30pm.
There will be many stalls selling beautiful hand-made gifts,
perfect for Christmas shopping.
Entry to the fair is free and the museum will also be open.
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Craft fair in Stockwood
Stockwood Ladies’ Evening Group will be holding a craft
fair tonight (Wednesday) at 7.30pm in the hall at Christ
the Servant Church.
The various stalls will include beautiful jewellery, unique
greetings cards, jigsaws and a raffle. There will be
refreshments and home-made cakes.
Proceeds will go to the group’s nominated charity the
Motor Neurone Disease Association which gives support
to those living with this devastating terminal condition
and their families.
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Spreading kindness

Keynsham Kindness Festival will see lots of little events in various venues over a
number of days between 3rd and 13th November, which is International Kindness
Day.
Continuing Keynsham Action Network’s Kindness Project which began in April
2017 with a Kindness Day, followed up by a small event in the High Street last
November, the festival has an overall theme about how kindness affects wellbeing,
using the 5 Ways to Wellbeing devised originally by the New Economics Foundation
as a basis for a wide range of activities: Connect, Be Active, Keep Learning, Take
Notice and Give. Find out more at https://www.facebook.com/kindkeynsham
Anyone can get involved during the Festival by sharing stories on social media using #kindness_connects
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In-store healthy
eating lesson
Pupils from Lyde Green Primary School enjoyed a special
visit to Sainsbury’s at Emersons Green last week to find
out more about healthy eating.
They sampled several fruits, some of which some of
which they hadn’t tried before and did a quiz to see if they
knew which countries the fruit came from.
Food manager Simon Elliot also gave the youngsters a
tour of the store to help them understand the process of
how the fruit comes from the trees to the supermarket and
how it gets from the back of the store to the shop floor.

Tributes to the fallen

The new Beacon of Light on Siston Common, installed as part of the tribute to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War, was officially unveiled on Friday.
Harry Francis, a well-known local Second World War veteran, cut the ribbon and the beacon was lit as a test in preparation for
Remembrance Sunday when it will be one of hundreds lit in tribute cross the country.
Meanwhile the Bitton and Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion launched their 2018 Poppy Appeal on Friday in the
Garden of Remembrance at Payne Green at Barrs Court at 10.30am. The garden has a new bench that has been installed to
mark the centenary.

Keep warm and
well this winter
South Gloucestershire residents can get free energy
efficiency advice to help stay warmer and healthier this
winter - and may be eligible for grants and funding for
heating, boilers and insulation.
The Warm and Well advice line is 0800 500 3076. It is
open Monday to Friday from 9am to 5pm offering energy
efficiency advice on a number of topics and an adviser
will be able to discuss your circumstances and let you
know if you may be eligible for financial help.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Aerials

Carpet Fitters

Fencing

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Guttering

Home
Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Builders

Locksmiths
Electrical

Appliances

Health & Fitness
Carpet Cleaning

Logs

Architectural
Services

Home
Maintenance
An advert
like this costs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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Service Directory
Motor Services

Plastering

Oven Cleaning

Pet Services

Plumbers

Plumbers

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Tile Services

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
Pet Services
Painting
& Decorating

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire
Venue Hire

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

The Week in • Wednesday 31st October 2018

31

32

The Week in • Wednesday 31st October 2018

