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Passer-by saves life of choking baby
A quick-thinking passer-by used his newly acquired
first aid skills to save the life of a baby girl who was
choking in Hanham.
Rob Stockwell, a vehicle technician with Avon &

Also in this
week’s issue

Somerset Police, recently completed a first aid course
at the force’s Wilfred Fuller Centre in Clevedon. After
finishing his shift at the fleet workshop last Thursday,
he’d planned to make the most of the sunshine on a
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walk with his family. As they drove down the High
Street in Hanham, they saw a crowd of people outside
the Cutting Lounge.
Rob said: “I slowed down as I saw a crowd near some
scaffolding and initially thought someone may have
fallen off. Once I got closer and stepped out of the car,
I could see it was a baby in serious trouble. My wife
called an ambulance and I abandoned the car to help.”
Rob quickly assessed the situation and his first aid
training kicked in. Realising there wasn’t anyone more
qualified to help, he calmly took control of the
situation.
“It lasted for what felt like half an hour but I’m sure it
was only a few minutes. I followed my first aid training
and was able to clear the baby’s airway. The child
started crying and I gave her a little cuddle before
handing her back to her mum.
Continued on page 3
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Passer-by saves life
of choking baby
Continued from page 1
“I quickly tried to reassure the mother that paramedics were
on their way before running back to move my car which was
blocking the road, and potentially the route for the
ambulance.”
After he disappeared so quickly from the scene, the child’s
mother Kayleigh Finn, from Lyde Green, didn’t get a chance
to thank Rob for saving baby Indie’s life so she contacted a
local PCSO who started a social media appeal to try to find
Rob and they met up the next day.
Kayleigh described what happened as “the scariest moment
of my entire life”.
“Indie was in her buggy eating her normal baby crisps. She
then started crying, I thought she may have just been tired
until a few seconds later I look again and she is bright purple

The drama unfolded outside the Cutting Lounge

The Week in • Wednesday 24th October 2018

Rob with Kayleigh and Indie

and not breathing or able to move.”
She and family members tried to help, slapping her on the
back and putting fingers down her throat to try to dislodge
the blockage. Kayleigh continued: “From nowhere this
amazing man stopped his car in the middle of the road, took
Indie and carried out first aid on her and quite simply saved
her life. I can’t put into words how grateful I am to this angel
of a man. Not only did he save Indie’s life, he saved our
families as well. He deserves our whole world and more.
Thank you from the bottom of all our hearts.”
Rob said: “My upmost thanks and respect goes out to the
staff that run and instruct the first aid course at the Wilfred
Fuller Centre. I really enjoyed the course and believe that as
many staff as possible need to attend - without it I really
believe that this little girl wouldn’t have had such a chance.”

Could self-service
system finally be
installed at
Hanham Library?
There are hopes in Hanham that the local library could
soon get Open Access, the swipe card system which
enables users to access facilities seven days a week.
Cost-cutting measures introduced by South
Gloucestershire Council a year ago saw fewer staffed
hours at most libraries across the district but also the
introduction of the self-service system for over 16s
which more than doubled opening hours.
But Hanham Library missed out as the library’s fire exits
has steps which would be impossible for people with
mobility problems to use without assistance.
Some Hanham parish councillors attended last
Wednesday’s meeting of South Glos Council when they
called for their local library to be the next to feature in
the Open Access scheme.
And in response to a question by South Glos Labour
councillor Adam Monk about what the Conservative
administration was doing about the fire exit access
problems that were identified in early 2017, the Cabinet
member for Communities & Tourism Paul Hughes
replied: “Having spoken with local ward members,
residents and campaigners in Hanham on a number of
occasions, I have continued to ensure officers identify
and investigate options to achieve this desired result.
“A report on these options, recommending an approach
that will enable Open Access to be installed at Hanham
Library will be considered by the Cabinet on 5th
November.”
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Keynsham’s Free WC
scheme is warmly welcomed
Keynsham residents have welcomed the
launch of the town’s Free WC scheme as
reported in last week’s issue.
Half a dozen businesses in the High Street
and Temple Street have so far signed up to
displaying the distinctive Free WC Here
signs in their windows to indicate that
members of the public can use their toilet
facilities without obligation to make a
purchase.
The project, launched by Keynsham
residents Andy Wait and Hal MacFie, seems
to have been well received by members of
the public, many of whom have taken to
social media to express their thanks.
Among the posts on the Keynsham
Community Facebook group were one from
a Crohn’s disease sufferer. Another
commented: “Brilliant! I’ll go to these places
and give them my custom!” Their sentiment
was echoed by a number of other
contributors to the site.
Mr Wait himself said: “A few weeks ago I
started a campaign about toilets and whether
there was a problem not having any public

toilets in the town. There was. People said it
was difficult and embarrassing. A few even
said they didn’t go to the High Street any
more.
“There are however, a number of wonderful
establishments in Keynsham who have
agreed to put the sticker on display. They
have shown an impressive community spirit
and are to be congratulated.”
Here are the locations currently displaying
the WC Free Here stickers:
High Street
The Old Bank
Dalia Cocina (formerly Café Crème)
Grounded
Temple Street
Temple Street Canteen
The Ship Inn
The library and One Stop Shop on Market
Walk also provides free toilet facilities while
coin-operated toilets are also available at the
Memorial Park café.
Other business wanting to join the scheme
can email Andy at waithere91@gmail.com
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Plans to replace cottage with
apartment block come under fire
Plans to knock down the landmark cottage on the corner
of North Street and Cowhorn Hill in Oldland Common
and build a three-storey apartment block on the site have
been met with strong objections.
Tradex Developments Ltd have submitted a bid to South
Gloucestershire Council for outline planning permission to
demolish the “unlisted” building, which is next to the Crown
& Horseshoe pub, and replace it with seven three, two and
one-bed apartments.
The house is described in the application as “in a generally
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poor and tired condition”. Parking for six vehicles is
proposed, as well as bike stores.
But the plans have been criticised by the council’s
conservation officer who says No. 5 North Street is on the
council’s list of buildings that are considered to make a
significance contribution to the character and distinctiveness
of the locality.
“The proposed justification for the demolition appears to be
only on the basis that the building is “tired” and rather than
undertake a scheme of refurbishment, they have chosen to
move to another property. As justification for considering
demolition of a listed building this falls significantly short.”
Of the proposed replacement building, the officer says: “The
proposed design in my view is mediocre to the point of
being generic. The supporting statement suggests ‘the
proposal improves the aesthetic appearance of this section
of North Street, as well as integrating with the existing
community. The proposed draws on the surrounding
massing, architectural form and materials to get its design’.
I couldn’t disagree more.”
Bitton parish councillors are among the others to have so
far objected strongly to the plans, describing the proposed
replacement as a “very ordinary building which lacks any
of the character of the original building”. They also say six

The cottage earmarked for demolition

parking spaces for seven flats is inadequate.
The planning application reference number is PK18/4326/O
and South Gloucestershire planners are expected to make a
decision by the end of November.

How the apartment block would look
(Wotton Donoghue Architects)
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Safety and access fears over
A catalogue of concerns has been raised over plans to
build eight houses on a plot of land in Warmley including a public safety warning from the Coal
Authority about old mine workings on the site.
There is also a long-standing public access to the Dramway
which would be erased by the houses that would be built at
the rear of Goldney Avenue. The site includes former Merlin
Housing Association garages and an area where there were
several trees until they were felled earlier this year.
Merlin gave tenants notice to quit the garages on the site in
August last year and the plot was sold at auction last
November with vacant possession and “scope for a
residential development”, subject to consents. The guide
price was £115,000 but it sold for £186,000.

The site falls within the Coal Authority’s defined
Development High Risk Area
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The planning application lodged by a local firm of design
consultants is to demolish the garages and build eight threebed semi-detached houses but a report from the Coal
Authority says there is “fundamental concern” as the site falls
within the “defined Development High Risk Area” and it has
lodged an objection.
“Coal Authority records indicate that within the application
site and the surrounding area there are coal mining features

The site has been cleared of trees

and hazards which need to be considered in relation to the
determination of this planning application, specifically likely
historic unrecorded underground coal mine workings at
shallow depth.
“Our records also indicate the presence of a recorded mine
entry and its associated zone of influence within the planning
application boundary. We hold no treatment details for the
mine entry and therefore it poses a significant risk to surface

This part of the site has reportedly been used
as a public access to the Dramway for decades
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housing plans
stability and public safety. The Coal Authority is of the
opinion that building over the top of, or in close proximity
to, mine entries should be avoided wherever possible, even
after they have been capped.”
Last week a senior South Gloucestershire Council’s planning
officer wrote to the applicants saying no pre-application
planning advice had been requested which is “unfortunate”
as there are several issues. She has given them a deadline of
tomorrow (Thursday) for the scheme to be withdrawn, saying
that otherwise there will be a number of individual refusal
reasons in addition to the Coal Authority’s objection:
The concerns are:
• The number of homes proposed is overly ambitious and
there is not enough amenity space.
• Parking provision is cramped and awkward, spaces are too
narrow and there is no visitor parking proposed.
• The plans fail to take into account the access onto the
Dramway.
• The proximity of trees on the Dramway – no tree survey
has been included in the application.
• The council’s ecologist had asked for a preliminary roost
inspection of the garages but they had been swept to remove
any evidence of roosting bats.
• The very large central bin collection point being proposed
would be “very unattractive”.
A report from the council’s tree officer says the site has been
cleared of trees in recent months. He has since made a Tree
Protection Order (TPO) to cover the remaining trees off site.
This is a woodland order that protects all trees in the area
around the Dramway.
Meanwhile concerned local people this week presented an
application for a Definitive Map Modification Order
(DMMO) to the council after witnesses testified that the path
across the site is in constant use and has been for several
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Halloween at
Willsbridge Mill

The ‘Willsbridge Mill Academy for Wizards and Witches’
is holding an open night on Halloween (Wednesday 31st
October) from 6.30pm to 9.30pm.
Adult tickets are £2.50 and children’s £2 which includes a
hot dog or portion of bean chilli. There is no charge for
under threes. Tickets went on sale last weekend but are
limited so early booking is advised.
Families are invited to bring a torch and wear sensible
footwear. There will be a licensed bar until 9.30pm, a raffle
and a prize for the best fancy dress costume for adult and
child. The café will be serving refreshments and treats.
There will be a ghost walk around the woods at 7.30pm
and 8.30pm. Earlier in the day there will be pumpkin
carving with animation artist Jim Parkyn at 11.30am and
1.30pm. The cost is £7 (including the pumpkin).
For more information visit Willsbridge Mill Community
Refresh’s Facebook page.

Keynsham record
shop shortlisted in
UK competition

The Dramway

decades.
They say the proposed new houses would block the path used
by many locals as a safe walking route to the Dramway, the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path, local schools and amenities.

Longwell Records of Keynsham has been shortlisted in the
final 25 of the UK Best Small Shop competition.
Iain Aitchison opened his record store in Temple Street in
2016 and in addition to selling a wide range of music on
vinyl, he has regularly organised in-store concerts and
personal appearances by featured artists.
The competition is run each year by Indie Retail which
promotes the interests of independent retailers across the
country. Iain will now join the other finalists next month
for an event at the Houses of Parliament where the winner
will be announced.
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Consultation lined up
over proposed High
Street improvements
Plans to regenerate Keynsham’s
High Street took another step
forward this week after B&NES
Council formally declared the oneway trial permanent.
Proposals are now being formulated to
consult
with
residents
over
improvements to the public realm
including widening of the pavement,
improving cycling facilities and street
furniture.
In Issues 543 and 544 (19th and 26th
September) we reported that the
council had allocated £220,000 for the
next stage of the consultation and to
produce a full business plan for £1.5m
of regional funding. When the West of
England Joint Committee met on 28th
September, it provisionally allocated
the money to the scheme on condition
that a full business case demonstrated
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how the work would be done and that
the project could be delivered by March
2021.
The next stage in the process will be a
further round of consultation with local
residents on what features they would
like to see included in the scheme, most
likely to start next month.
A public event will be included which
will also consult over the wider issues
of B&NES Local Plan update.
The Week In also understands that
further monitoring of traffic levels
around the town and a second round of
interviews with local businesses is
scheduled as a comparison to the
survey carried out in January this year.
In its media announcement last Friday
(19th October) B&NES stated that the
decision to make the one-way trial
permanent had been formally

Wombles plan
weekend litter pick
Saltford Wombles’ next litter pick is this Sunday (28th
October) from 2pm to 4pm.
Meeting places will vary depending on the area the
Wombles decide to target. Details will be emailed to all
those registered with the Saltford Wombles and posted on
the Saltford Environment Group website.
If you have litter pickers, gloves and hi-vis vest you are
asked to bring them, but if not they can be provided. Bags
are provided by B&NES Council.
If anyone would like to know more about joining the
Wombles, whether to adopt your street or attend the
monthly meets contact Jo at saltfordwombles@gmail.com

advertised and had sealed the Traffic
Regulation Order. Councils have a
statutory obligation to publicise such
action in the local press and on site as
well as making the order available for
inspection for 6 weeks. The Week In
asked for more details about the formal
advertising of the decision but had
received no response by the time we
went to print.
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South Glos Council
launches budget
consultation
People are being invited to have their say on South Gloucestershire Council’s budget
and council tax for 2019/20.
The council expects to spend in the region of £618.5m in the next financial year on
areas including schools, refuse collection, street cleaning, planning, social care and
road maintenance. This budget is based on an assumed central government contribution
of £87.5m towards general services and £212.1m specifically for schools.
While this is an outline budget at this stage, based on a series of assumptions about
central government funding and other factors, each year the public are encouraged to
comment on the council’s priorities and council tax levels for the coming year.
The council says as it continues its drive to keep services sustainable for the future, it
is proposing a lower council tax increase of 2.99% next year to help cover increased
costs in providing services. Having levied the adult social care precept at 3% for the
past two years, government policy does not currently allow it to increase it any further
next year.
It is anticipated that these changes will mean an increase of approximately £43.09 per
year in overall council tax bills (or equivalent to £3.59 per month) for a band D
household. Even after this increase, the council’s medium-term financial planning
indicates it needs to make more savings over the next four years to keep pace with
increasing cost pressures and further reducing government funding.
Since 2011, the council has made cumulative savings of £81.2m in annual spending
through a range of efficiency and savings measures.
The medium-term financial plan assumes savings of £21.7m expected from the
transformation and savings programmes between 2019/20 and 2021/22.
Even with the assumption that the full savings plan is achieved, there is still a predicted
budget gap amounting to £10.2m by 2022/23.
The consultation is available to view on the council’s website or you can pick up a
paper copy of the consultation document or survey at your local library or One Stop
Shop. The consultation closes on 31st December and the results will be considered by
the council next February.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Pre-school’s last-ditch
attempt to stay open
Bitton Pre-School has announced that it will
be closing at Christmas because there are not
enough youngsters on its books to keep it
going.
Based at Bitton Sports & Social Club since
2016, having previously been in St Mary’s
Church Hall for more than 40 years, the preschool takes two to four-year-olds and is
rated as Good by Ofsted.
But with dwindling numbers in recent
months, the pre-school has had to drop from
five to three days a week and has shed jobs.
There are now just four members of staff and
10 children.
Manager Lorraine Vowles, who along her
deputy Jackie Holder, has worked at the preschool for 25 years, told parents last week
that the pre-school would have to close
unless they can ideally double the number of

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

Sudoku
1-Easy

youngsters in the coming weeks, in which
case they could increase hours again.
The pre-school believes that competition
from nurseries who offer longer opening
hours has contributed to their drop in
numbers.
The pre-school, which accepts the 15 and 30
hours Nursery Education Funding and Tax
Free Childcare Vouchers, is currently open
from 9.15am to 2.15pm Monday, Wednesday
and Friday.
The pre-school benefits from the adjoining
playing fields and the children get out there
to play every day. They bring a packed lunch
and snacks are provided.
Prospective parents and pupils are welcome
to visit at any time. Find out more at
bittonpreschool@googlemail.com or call
0117 9326042.

2 -Hard

Sunday 28th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Safety concerns

Dear Editor
I am most concerned about the bridge
across the A431 at Willsbridge by the
station.

Bristol's public transport network on the
expanded use of buses.
Metrobus will prove to be an expensive
white elephant (particularly if they can't
find enough drivers!), which does nothing
to tackle urban congestion and pollution.
It makes one wonder what hold the bus
lobby has over councils in this region clearly not a healthy relationship which
serves the public interest!
Name and address supplied

Silence is deafening

There appears to be a piece of metal
dangling down from the edge. Is this a
concern for Avon Valley Railway or is it a
highways matter? Either way, I’m sure I’m
not the only person to have concerns about
the risk to motorists and cyclists and hope
the relevant person reads this and a safety
check can be carried out.
Mary Parry

Public transport system is
archaic

Dear Stephen
If any of your readers think that your
vision of an integrated tram/metro system
for the Greater Bristol region (Issue 547)
might be a ‘bit on the utopian side’, I
would suggest that they Google ‘Hannover
tram system’ - they might then realise how
archaic Bristol's public transport system is
when compared to that of its twin city in
Germany (I was going to say Victorian but
that is unfair on the Victorians).
Given that Bristol's urban road network is
the worst of any city in the UK and that
buses are an inefficient ‘low-density’ form
of transport compared to trams and metro
trains, it is the height of madness to base
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Dear Stephen
Dave Britton (‘Destroying our Villages’,
Letters, Issue 547) is quite right to address
the issue of how South Gloucestershire
Council continues to keep silent over the
wilful destruction of the district’s heritage.
You quite rightly pointed out that the
Cherry Tree pub conversion was won on
appeal, but why is the council not publicly
berating the Planning Inspectorate or the
Communities Department? Why are our
local MPs silent on the issue?
Some time ago now there was an active
Save Our Green Spaces campaign across
the region and it appeared that changes
were to be built into the Regional and
Local Development Plans. Yet building on
the Green Belt continues apace. New and
unaccountable regional decision-making
bodies were put in place over which
ordinary voters have no influence. So, we
continue losing Green Belt land, green
fields and local green spaces. Where's the
democracy in that?
Now we seem to be losing individual
buildings of character to 'densification'
within urban areas, regardless of visual
attraction or listed building status. Instead
of an Edwardian public house, we have
what appears to be Fort Apache,
disgorging cars directly onto a busy miniroundabout. My understanding is that even
whilst one appeal of the Cherry Tree site
was being considered, two other

applications were submitted to increase the
number of flats in the project. Give
planning consultants an inch and they’ll
take a metre, in fact several at a time.
When are our councils going to start
jumping up and down about this? What are
they supposed to be about if not making
South Gloucestershire a better place in
which to live and work? Definitely not
from where I’m sitting, they're not. Our
local environment is being allowed to go
to rack and ruin, presided over by our
councillors, of all parties!
South Gloucestershire is getting worse, not
better.
Ron Morton
Wick

Nuclear energy is the
solution

Dear Editor
The article ‘Save the Planet – or get
elected' in Issue 547 notes that a third of
the estimated 36,000 UK deaths from air
pollution were transport related. I agree
that's 12,000 too many, but the deaths from
hypothermia last winter, which was the
coldest in 42 years, were an estimated
48,000, mostly among the elderly.
Vehicle engine design is tackling
emissions, but our almost total reliance on
imported energy supplies, such as France's
nuclear produced electricity, was
highlighted this midsummer - when
‘renewables’ should have been most
productive – by OFGEM having to
increase its demand FIVEFOLD to
maintain power, boding ill for the cold
winter forecast.
EU countries are notorious for ignoring
agreements which conflict with their
national interest, ironically the suggestion
that the 'tree huggers in Brussels' have any
control over air pollution were destroyed
by recent events in Germany. To placate
her Green Party ally, Angela Merkel
announced phasing out some nuclear

power plants, but has now been ridiculed
as a hypocrite because due to large coal
reserves, she intends to replace them with
six coal-fired plants, despite 28 German
cities being sued by environmental
organisations for unacceptable air
pollution.
Latest figures show 1,600 coal plants are
under construction, or planned, in 62
countries, mostly built by China or Russia,
expanding world capacity by 43%, so the
moral argument against the insignificant
UK fracking pollution has to be balanced
against the human cost of such self-denial.
However, it's clearly not the long-term
solution, which is nuclear; Russia is not
only increasing its own tally of reactors
from 31 to 59, but contracted to build 35
more in 13 countries, and China has 42
with 25 under construction. Winston’s
advice is sound: “Don't argue the matter.
The difficulties will argue themselves.”
M O'Regan

Concern over town’s
teenage gangs

Dear Editor
I’m very concerned about the anti-social
behaviour from gangs of kids in
Keynsham. Last month as I was driving
along Park Road one evening after visiting
my girlfriend, one of the lads from a gang
of about six threw a rock at my car as I
passed them.
After slamming on the brakes and then
giving chase I realised I was putting
myself in a position to seriously hurt one
of them if I caught hold of them and
probably a blessing I lost them up a lane. I
wonder if this is the same gang of kids
setting fire to the nearby garages in the
summer but were too young to prosecute?
Are they being allowed to terrorise
Keynsham due to a lack of police presence
on patrols maybe and being protected by
their age to get away with it? I know kids
will be kids and I was no angel at that age,
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LETTERS
but I never had the nerve to throw rocks at
a 32-year-old bloke’s car! I can only
imagine if they’re willing to try it on with
me, they won’t think twice about
terrorising women by themselves or old
people.
More action from the police on the streets
please to sort out the anti-social problems
like this and the arson attacks in the
summer on the park bandstand and the
garages from kids that have no respect for
their elders and community it seems.
D Ford
Willsbridge

Museum's Roll of Honour

Dear Editor
Kingswood Heritage Museum’s First
World War exhibition has undergone a

major enhancement this year to recognise
the forthcoming centenary of the 1918
Armistice. The war has been the subject of
a major exhibit for some years and
includes items like one of the locally built
Douglas motorcycles used by despatch
riders during the conflict.
We have recently added a Roll of Honour
dedicated to the 684 men from the district
who gave their lives in the conflict. The
names of the men were collected by
museum volunteers from the war
memorials in Kingwood and the
surrounding area.
We are very proud that the museum can
play its part in the commemoration of the
Armistice and make its own tribute to the
fallen. Sadly, we have been unable to get
definitive information for some of the
servicemen, and we would appreciate any
further details your readers might be able
to supply. We would also be pleased to
obtain copies of any photographs that we
could add to our archive.
The Roll of Honour can be viewed when
the museum is open, on Tuesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm until
5pm until 27th November. It is located in
the former Champion Brass Works, at
Tower Lane, Warmley, BS30 8XT, just off
Avon Ring Road (Cadbury Heath exit).
Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43 stop nearby.
Alan Bryant
Joint Museum Curator

this wonderful act of giving and love. For
information of drop-off points or
collection please ring the following:
For Patchway ring Morag on 07704
345257 or for Stockwood call Sue on
07790 597869.
I would like to thank the Clock Tower and
Sight Signs Warmley and Arron Bees at

Hanham Youth Club for their welcome and
support
and
providing
free
accommodation, as well as all those who
entrusted their boxes to us.
Thank you everyone for your loyalty and
help over the last 10 years.
Mary Bray
Hanham

One Man and His Dog
hope to raise £10,000
The chief executive of Dorothy House Hospice is doing a 180-mile walk, visiting all
28 of the charity’s shops in 20 towns and spanning the 700sq mile region it serves.
Accompanied by his springer spaniel Myrtle, John Davies began his walk last
Wednesday (17th October). The first leg of the One Man and His Dog walking was
from Bath to Keynsham and he and Myrtle were accompanied along the way by
supporters.
The aim of the tour is to launch the hospice’s ‘Everyday, Everyone’ plan for 20182025 to deliver outstanding palliative and end-of-life care across Bath and North East
Somerset, Wiltshire and Somerset.
You can follow John and Myrtle’s progress on Dorothy House social media channels
and find out how and where you can join in. The tour finishes on 2nd November.
John hopes to raise £10,000. You can donate at www.localgiving.org/fund
raising/onemanandhisdog/

Our sad announcement

Dear Sir
Calling all Operation Christmas Child
supporters.
I am sorry to tell you that head office has
decided not to use us as a collecting and
checking centre this year because we are
too small!
My team and I are very sad as we have had
much joy and friendship during the last 10
years. I hope you will still participate in
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Vandalism at
community garden
A bench in the small community garden next to Warmley
Signal Box has been vandalised.
The bench was dragged out of the garden and abandoned
further along the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
Local councillor Ian Adams said: “It’s a real shame as the
garden is maintained by the Warmley Signal Box and
Community Garden Group, who are a group of volunteers.
The garden is used extensively by local residents and local

Ian Adams with the vandalised bench which
was dragged out of the garden

The signal box

employees.”
Siston Parish Council is buying new benches for the area and
it is hoped the damaged one will be replaced in the coming
months.
The Warmley Signal Box and Community Garden Group
also look after the Grade II listed box on behalf of South
Gloucestershire Council.
The box fell into disrepair but has been cared for since 2008
by the group and was restored and reopened in 2013.
Graham Darby, the last signalman to work at the box, has
bought an original cast iron signal arm and the aim is to
locate it outside the signal box and get it in working order
using existing linkages at the box.
People are welcome to get involved with the group. If you
are interested email Ian.Adams@southglos.gov.uk

Drumming up
funds for breast
cancer campaign

A fundraising event held at Asda in Longwell Green
raised £600 for the retailer’s Tickled Pink campaign
which supports the charities Breast Cancer Care and
Breast Cancer Now.
With October being Breast Cancer Awareness Month,
events have been taking place at all Asda stores in the
Bristol area and Twin Wave, the Warmley-based
community interest company specialising in creative
therapies, have been supporting the campaign.
Paul Midgley, from Twin Wave, said they had been
bringing staff together as the ‘Asda Bongo Band’.
“DIY drums were made with pink parcel tape and bicycle
wheel rims kindly donated by Bristol Waste. To join in
with the drumming a Tickled Pink song was written and
performed especially for the fundraising events.”
Susan Grant, community champion at Asda in Longwell
Green, is a breast cancer survivor who is keen to support
breast cancer awareness. She is also a volunteer at breast
cancer charity BUST which supports the Breast Care
Centre at Southmead Hospital.
She said: “Many thanks to everyone who supported and
donated. £600 was raised for Tickled Pink from the event
and bucket collections at the store.”
• A charity event is in aid of BUST will be held at
Hanham Community Centre on Saturday 17th November
at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12 in advance.
The Christmas party will include live music from Simon
Cawthorn and the Diagnostics Band and Christmas hits
from DJ Jimmy Gee, as well as a festive buffet and a
raffle.
To book call Susan on 0790 304 7401 or email
bust@bustbristol.co.uk

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Moving staircase (9)

1. Newt (3)

6. Donkey (3)

2. Scottish farm (5)

8. Pig's foot (7)

3. Overdue (4)

9. Bedtime drink (5)

4. Tooth deposit (6)

10. Preposition (4)

5. Competition (4)

11. East Anglian
river (3)

6. Explanation (7)

13. Heal (4)

10. Without delay (9)

14. Pulsate (5)

11. Sloping trough (5)

16. Surroundings (6)

12. Tooth (5)

18. Sheen (6)

14. Beverage (3)

19. Book of maps (5)

15. Passenger vehicle (3)

21. Animal
droppings (4)

17. Neck cord (7)

22. Listening organ (3)
23. Young male
horse (4)
27. Yawning (5)
28. Lively party (inf.) (7)

7. Declaration (9)

20. Famous film dog (6)
24. Command (5)
25. Nuisance (4)
26. Verdi opera (4)
29. Domestic fuel (3)

30. Finish (3)
31. Synonym finder (9)
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Bid to turn
offices into flats

A planning application has been lodged with B&NES
Council to turn an office building on Bath Hill, Keynsham
into flats.The Victorian building at number 46 Bath Hill,
adjacent to Andrews Clock House office building, had
planning permission for offices and was occupied by
businesses until last year. It has now been sold and the
new owner has applied to change it back to residential
use. The plan is to create two one-bedroom flats on the
ground floor (one using a separate entrance from the
previous office rear extension) and a two-bedroom flat on
the first floor.
The building already has allocated parking for two
vehicles and the lane immediately in front of the building
has free parking space for up to six more vehicles.
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PROPERTY AND HOMES

South Glos in Top 3 of
most desirable places
to live in the UK
The recently published Hot 100 UK Residential Index of
the most desirable locations to live in the UK sees both
South Gloucestershire and Bath in the Top 10.
Location specialist CACI ranks the most desirable places to
live and invest in property throughout the UK based on
quality of life, affordability, local amenities, public transport,
internet connectivity, and crime.
South Glos rose from 4th place last year to 3rd this year while
B&NES rose from 30th to 6th. Edinburgh topped the list.
Bristol is ranked at 59th, the same as last year.
There is much house building going on across South
Gloucestershire, including at Lyde Green, Charlton Hayes at
Patchway, and the 100+ homes going up on a brownfield site
in Bitton, see right. Linden Homes are developing the Golden
Valley Mill site in the village.
Also for the first time, CACI drew up a list of hot first-time
buyer and downsizing locations created. Ten of the top 20
districts with a higher proportion of likely first-time buyers
are in London, with Tower Hamlets sharing the overall

ranking with Nottingham. Bristol was joint third, sharing the
spot with Lambeth, Oxford, Leicester and Hackney.
Most of the top 20 locations for downsizers are in the South
West but not in this area.
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‘Unauthorised’ development work at
Lyde Green is still under investigation
Officers from South Gloucestershire
Council’s planning, drainage and
planning enforcement teams are still
investigating a “complex case” involving
concerns about unauthorised work taking
place at Lyde Green.
In July (Issue 535) we reported on
Howsmoor Lane resident Gerald Taylor
telling councillors that developers had raised
a 10-acre site by up to two metres without

planning permission. He said tens of
thousands of tonnes of material had been
used to raise the land to the east of his home,
which had led to it flooding. The site is also
being used to store materials.
Mr Taylor said it has been his family home
for almost 50 years and there had never been
flooding from that field before. He also said
that water coming from the site onto Lyde
Green Common and over a footpath had
been found by the Environment
Agency to contain levels of
pollutants including arsenic
and mercury.
At that meeting in July, Mr
Taylor accused the council of
being too slow to take action,
even though the drainage
department had confirmed that
the flooding was being caused
by the raised levels of the field,
and that planning enforcement
officers said no implementable
planning permission existed for
Concerns about pollution have been raised
raising the land levels and that
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The land level has been raised by two metres

the works were unauthorised and in breach
of planning control.
Last week councillors received an official
update, saying that officers have spoken with
Mr Taylor who has raised a number of
additional concerns about the operation of
the development.
“Legal powers have been invoked to obtain
evidence required in order to assess the
validity of all concerns, and any appropriate
action to be taken as a consequence.

“Those powers do require the council to
provide the developer with sufficient time to
provide the evidence required.
“Officers from the planning, drainage and
planning enforcement teams are continuing
to investigate this complex case to ensure all
further action taken is appropriate and
effective.”
More than 2,000 homes are being built at
Lyde Green by a consortium of national
housing developers.
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Dan Norris

Plans to cut pollution and get
more of us on public transport
With vehicle emissions and public
transport both widely in the news at the
moment, B&NES and Bristol City
councils have made announcements this
week on measures to try to improve the
situation.
Last Tuesday, B&NES launched a six-week
public consultation over plans to establish a
clean air zone (CAZ) for central Bath. In
response to Government requirements to
reduce levels of nitrogen dioxide in the city,
the CAZ would involve motorists paying a
charge to drive in the city if their vehicles do
not meet low emissions criteria.
Under the proposals a car would incur a £9
unless it was either electric or had a Euro 4,5
or 6 petrol engine (typically registered post
2006) or a Euro 6 diesel (typically after
16

2015). Buses, coaches and lorries with preEuro 6 diesel engines would be charged
£100.
Similar to the London scheme, the system
would work using cameras which would
record number plates of all vehicles entering
the zone and checking against DVLA
records whether or not they were compliant.
Motorists would then have until midnight of
the following day to pay the charge.
Bath is one of almost 30 locations in the
United Kingdom where NO2 levels exceed
European limits and the Government has
ordered B&NES Council to have reduction
measures in place by 2021. The CAZ is
targeted to come into effect in late 2020 and
the western edge (i.e. coming from East
Bristol or Keynsham would be set at Victoria

Park on the A4 Upper Bristol Road and just
beyond Oldfield Park on the A36 Lower
Bristol Road.
The council insists that the charges are not
revenue generating but solely intended to
fund the scheme’s operation.
To mitigate for the charging scheme,
B&NES is looking to increase the operating
hours of its Park and Rides around the Bath,
as well as financial incentives for retrofitting and upgrading vehicle engines. The
public consultation is open until 26th
November and the council is urging
everyone who either lives in the Bath area or
travels to the city for business or leisure
reasons to read the full details and fill out the
questionnaire. Full details can be found at
www.bathnes.gov.uk/breathe as well as at

libraries and One Stop Shops.
A series of public drop-in sessions is also
planned, with Keynsham included this
Saturday (27th October) at The Space,
Market Walk, from 10am to 2pm.
Meanwhile, Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees used
his annual State of the City address last
Wednesday to announce a range of measures
aimed at doubling bus usage to 20%. While
the finer details are yet to be published, the
Mayor wants to see a doubling of frequency
on main routes and an extension of services
into less well-served areas, as well as a flat
fare zone for the whole of the city.
As we reported last week, First, the dominant
operator in the area has been struggling to
recruit and train sufficient drivers to maintain
the present service provision.
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Remembrance Day Centenary
Beacon to
be unveiled

Museum puts the spotlight
on wartime nurses
Frenchay Village Museum is
commemorating the centenary of
World War One with a new
temporary exhibition ‘Ministering
Angels: VAD Nurses from Frenchay’.
It will be displayed in the temporary
exhibition space from next Wednesday
(31st October) until 30th January.
This exhibition tells the story of local
women who devoted their time to aiding
recovering servicemen as VAD
(Voluntary Aid Detachment) nurses at
Cleve Hill Hospital. It will also delve

into the relationships formed between
patients and nurses, as well as how war
affected people in the village and what
they did to help with the war effort.
There will be many photographs from
the period displayed, including portraits
of nurses and servicemen and images
which capture the interiors of the
hospital, day-to-day activities and the
comradery which existed. A nurse’s
uniform, autograph book and other items
which belonged to Frenchay women
who worked as VAD nurses will be on

display, providing a personal insight into
their motivations, lives and the bonds
they formed with the soldiers they cared
for. As a part of the exhibition there will
be a new children’s activity in the
museum for visiting families. Doors
open every Wednesday 1pm to 4pm and
every Saturday and Sunday from 2pm to
5pm. Entrance is free. For more
information
visit
www.frenchay
museumarchives.co.uk /NewMuseum.
htm or search ‘Frenchay Village
Museum’ on Facebook or Instagram.

We will remember them

At the launch of the 2018 Bristol Poppy Appeal at 11am this Saturday (27th October) a scene from the end of World
War One will be recreated outside Bristol Cathedral on College Green.
There will be a bugler from the Buglers Association and the Bristol Military Wives Choir will be performing songs
from their new album ‘Remember’.
Staff at MoD Filton are filling 400 sandbags with eight tonnes of sand to build trenches. The idea is to recreate 'In
Flanders Fields' with over 1,000 waterproof poppies being planted on College Green. The poppies and the sandbags
can be sponsored by individuals wanting to remember someone special and by following this link:
https://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/fundraiser-portal/fundraiserPage?pageId=971451
There will be re-enactors in WW1 uniform, including medics and nurses from the era with equipment of the time.
Bristol’s own ‘War Horse’ will be at College Green behind the improvised barbed wire to represent the 350,000 horses
that left Avonmouth for the frontline.
Historian and author Clive Burlton and journalist and author Eugene Byrne will speak about life in the city during WW1
in the marquee where there will also be the screening of original film of what Bristol looked like just before war was
declared.
There will be an exhibition at the Cathedral which is the culmination of a four-year photographic project ‘At the going
down of the Sun’ by Marko Dutka. It commemorates people who lost their lives in conflicts with images of graves, war
memorials and bomb and air crash sites from the Bristol and Bath area taken between the hours of dawn and dusk.
To find out more visit the Bristol Poppy Appeal Facebook page.
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This Friday (26th) will see the official unveiling of the
Beacon of Light on Siston Common as part of the
tribute to mark the 100th anniversary of the end of the
First World War.
Beacons will be lit across the country on the evening
of 11th November to symbolise the light of hope that
emerged from the darkness of war.
Siston Parish Council has installed a beacon at the high
point of Siston Common, near the Carsons Road
junction. It is permanent and will be available at other
times of national commemoration or celebration.
The official unveiling on Friday at 10am will see 94year-old war veteran Harry Francis cutting the ribbon.
Meanwhile the Bitton and Oldland branch of the Royal
British Legion are launching their 2018 Poppy Appeal
on Friday in the Garden of Remembrance at Payne
Green, (off Craven Way) at Barrs Court at 10.30am,
with a silence at 11am.

Choir to perform
wartime songs
The Key Voices Community Choir will be adding an
extra element to next month’s Remembrance Day
parade in Keynsham.
The procession will follow its usual course to the
Memorial Park gates for 11am and then back to Ashton
Way before many retire to the Royal British Legion on
Charlton Road. To mark the centenary year the choir
will perform a selection of songs from World War One,
such as Keep the Home Fires Burning and It’s a Long
Way to Tipperary.
The choir rehearses every Monday at St Dunstan’s
Church Hall. For more information visit
www.keyvoices.jimdo.com
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Scale of anti-social
behaviour in South
Glos is revealed
South Gloucestershire Council’s Anti-Social Behaviour
Team took direct action against 307 individuals
committing ASB in 2017/18 with a 97% success rate in
preventing re-offending.
Details of how the team tackle ASB were outlined last week
in response to a written question to the Conservative
administration from Labour councillor for Staple Hill Shirley
Potts.
She said it was important to maintain public confidence in
the council’s commitment to tackle anti-social behaviour and
asked what strategies the council has in place to achieve this,
and how it responds to any peaks in incidents of anti-social
behaviour.
Cabinet member for Communities Paul Hughes said the AntiSocial Behaviour Team respond to every ASB report
received, with every case scrutinised with a risk assessment
process applied to help determine the urgency of the referral.
“In 2017/18 the team responded to 443 victims of ASB
prioritising 18 (100%) high risk victims who were contacted
within 24 working hours and 22 (100%) medium risk
victims contacted within 72 hours. All other victims were
also contacted direct within a week.
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“Where appropriate the ASB team take direct action through
early interventions (warning letters and Acceptable
Behaviour Contracts) against perpetrators. They took such
action against 307 individuals committing ASB in 2017/18
with a 97% success rate in preventing re-offending. In
addition eight Criminal Behaviour Orders were secured
through courts.”
He added: “The ASB team review patterns of reported
offending on an ongoing basis, and within the available
staffing resource, the workload is constantly prioritised and
reviewed to ensure that appropriate responses can be made.
“In 2017/18 ASB hotspots in Emersons Green/Mangotsfield
and in Downend were managed through early interventions
with 60 young people and court action against two for
breaches of this.”
Meanwhile at the October meeting of the Downend, Bromley
Heath & Emersons Green area, the police reported that there
had not been major problems recently with ASB, although
concerns were raised at the meeting by a member of the
public who had seen heroin paraphernalia at Pomphrey Hill
playing fields. The police said they would look into the
matter.

CCTV appeal after
fraud in Keynsham
Do you recognise these men? Police would like to
speak to them in relation to a fraud/theft offence in
Keynsham on the evening of Friday 14th September.
An elderly lady received a phone call from someone
alleging to be the police. The call resulted in her putting
her bankcard outside where it was collected by
unknown suspects who used it to try to withdraw
money at nearby cashpoints.
If you can help, call 101 and give the call handler the
reference number 5218207112
You can contact the independent charity Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111 or via their anonymous
online form.
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Play Street
scheme comes
to Hanham
South Gloucestershire’s Active Lifestyle Centres have extended their range of adult swimming lessons.

Take the plunge and sign
up for swimming lessons
Adults across South Gloucestershire
are being invited to face their fears
and take the plunge at one of the
region’s Active Lifestyle Centres as
an extended adult swimming lesson
programme is introduced.
The lessons, which are available at the
centres in Kingswood, Longwell
Green, Bradley Stoke and Thornbury,
are proving popular, with additional
sessions launched to help reduce the
number of adults who can’t swim in the
UK. A poll from YouGov in 2016
estimated that 27% of adults couldn’t
swim for 25 metres, or the length of a
standard British swimming pool,
unaided. These figures are particularly
poignant given that more than 700
people drown in the UK and Ireland

every year. The extension of the Active
Lifestyle Centres’ adult swimming
programme couldn’t have come at a
better time. To coincide with World
Mental Health Day earlier this month,
Swim England released research stating
that swimming can boost mental
wellbeing. The study has estimated that
1.4 million people affected by mental
health conditions are now benefitting
from the activity.
Anyone over 18 who can’t swim or
would like to learn a new stroke and
improve their ability is welcome to join
the lessons with trained swimming
teachers on hand to support the needs
of individuals and the group as a whole.
South
Gloucestershire’s
adult
swimming lessons are already having a

direct, positive impact, with one
participant, Beverley James, saying:
“Before starting the adult swimming
lessons at Thornbury, I was a nonswimmer with a longstanding fear of
water. Now, after just a few weeks, my
fears have subsided, and I can feel my
stroke and technique improving.
“Building your confidence in the water
can be difficult, but the sessions cater
for a range of abilities and the level of
support the teachers provide is superb.
I wouldn’t be without my Tuesday
sessions now, I look forward to them
every week.”
To find out more about the adult
swimming
lessons,
visit
https://www.activecentres.org or call
0300 333 0300.

Grange Avenue in Hanham is among the roads which
have signed up to the new pilot Play Street initiative in
South Gloucestershire
Play Street schemes enable residents to apply for and
manage a temporary road closure for children to play,
offering a great way to make neighbourhoods more childfriendly, bring people together and encourage physical
activity.
The scheme is suitable for residential streets with low
amounts of traffic such as cul-de-sacs and no through
roads, minor roads serving cul-de-sacs and hamlets.
Unsuitable streets include those on a bus route.
Grange Avenue held its first Play Street last month with
around 70 people taking part. The next one will be from
2pm to 4pm this Sunday (28th October) which will have
a Halloween theme. There are stewards but parents must
supervise their children.
The council invited residents of suitable streets to submit
applications by mid-August to hold Play Streets during
the period from 10th September to 31st December.
On Tuesday 27th November, it will be hosting an evening
of discussion and inspiration which will provide an
opportunity for those who have recently organised a Play
Street to provide feedback about their experience and
those interested in organising one in their neighbourhood
to find out how they can do this.
The event is from 7pm to 9pm at the council offices in
Yate. Confirm your attendance by emailing
healthylifestyles@southglos.gov.uk or call Brian on
01454 862296.
You can also find out more at www.southglos.
gov.uk/playstreets

SITUATIONS VACANT
Vacancy to fill?

Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Leadership disruption has
impacted on school’s progress
Woodlands Academy in Stockwood
has been given a ‘Requires
Improvement’ rating from Ofsted,
with the inspectors recognising the
work already being done by the
school to tackle weaknesses.
Woodlands Academy in Whittock
Road, previously known as Burnbush
Primary, was converted to an academy
in the Waycroft Academy Trust three
years ago following an Inadequate
rating.
The Ofsted report published this month
highlights: “There has been disruption
to the leadership of the multi-academy
trust over time. Consequently, the
strategic guidance and oversight that
the school has received as a sponsored

academy have not been consistent. As
a result, school and academy leaders
have not fully brought about required
improvements to the quality of teaching
and pupils’ achievement.”
It says that over the past year, the new
executive headteacher has built the
capacity of leaders to rapidly improve
teaching at the 205-pupil school but it
remains too variable. Pupils, including
those who are disadvantaged, do not
make consistently good progress.
However, the academy’s work to
promote pupils’ personal development
and welfare is said to be good and
parents are very positive about the
school. The children are interested in
their learning, are keen to do well and

behave well. Those who have special
educational needs (SEN) and/or
disabilities make good progress.
The school says although the overall
outcome of the inspection was
disappointing, the report is an accurate
reflection of where the school is in its
improvement journey and that the
inspection team recognised the changes
which have already begun to have a
positive impact on teaching and
outcomes. The school also says it is
important to welcome the many
positives in the report.
The other schools in the multi-academy
trust are Waycroft Academy in
Stockwood and Wicklea Academy in
Brislington.

Coffee morning

There will be a coffee morning at Kingswood Heritage
Museum tomorrow (Thursday) from 11.30am to 1pm. It
is being put on by the Friends of the Museum in aid of
museum funds. There will be a large selection of secondhand books, jigsaws, CDs and DVDs to buy and the gift
shop will be open. The museum is in Tower Lane,
Warmley.

Family Announcements
Bereavement

Service Directory
Advertising

Antiques &
Collectables

Aerials

Appliances

Architectural
Services

Blinds

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Electrical

Garden Services

Guttering

Home
Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

Builders

Christmas Gifts
Health & Fitness
Carpet Cleaning
IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Events

Locksmiths

Cleaning Services
Carpet Fitters

Home Help

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Logs

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Motor
Services

Pet Services

Plumbers

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Painting
& Decorating

An advert
like this costs

Plumbers

£20.00

TVs

+ VAT

Wanted
BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Windows & Doors

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

1 week = £20
Sewing Lessons

2 weeks = £18

Venue Hire

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14

Plastering

26 weeks = £13

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Skip Hire

Waste Disposal

Yoga

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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