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Man prosecuted over fly-tipping in Wick and Pucklechurch
A Wick man has been ordered to pay £1,160 in fines
and costs, after being found guilty in court of
committing waste related offences in South
Gloucestershire.

Liam Budds, 24, of High Street, Wick, was prosecuted
by the council’s environmental protection team after
two separate loads of fly-tipped waste were discovered
- one at Ham Lane in Wick and the other at Redford

Ham Lane

Lane in Pucklechurch.
Paperwork found at both fly-tips referred to an address
in Kingswood. Subsequent inquiries with the
Kingswood householder revealed that some of the
waste at both fly-tips came from his address and that
he had paid Budds to remove the waste.
Budds was interviewed by council officers and claimed
that he was in an informal business arrangement with
another man and that they jointly owned the vehicle.
He admitted that he was the driver on the day and
claimed that both he and the other man went to the
householder’s address, but the other man remained in
the vehicle as he had a broken arm in a plaster cast.
With the householder's assistance, Budds loaded the
waste onto the vehicle and was paid £70.
Budds accepted that he was part owner of the vehicle,
was paid to remove the waste and had a duty of care
regarding the proper disposal of the waste but claimed
that he had not fly-tipped it. He stated that the other
man was no longer in the UK.
Continued on page 3
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Man prosecuted over
fly-tipping in Wick
and Pucklechurch
Continued from page 1
The case was heard at Bristol Magistrates’ Court last
Wednesday where Budds admitted that he didn’t have
the correct paperwork for transporting waste. He was
found guilty of a failure in his duty of care for not
having a waste transfer note and was fined £200, along
with a £30 Victim Surcharge and costs of £930,
totalling £1,160.
South Gloucestershire Council’s Executive Member
for Communities & Tourism Paul Hughes said: “Waste
crime is an issue that affects our communities and
harms the local environment, but could so easily be
avoided as our Sort It centres are open from 8.30am to
4.30pm, seven days a week. The duty of care to ensure
the proper disposal of waste rests with everyone. If you
flout the rules in South Gloucestershire, you can expect
to be caught and prosecuted.”
Residents and businesses are advised to only give their
rubbish to an Environment Agency registered waste
carrier. Contractors should ensure that they hold a
Registered Waste Carriers Licence and they comply
with the Waste Transfer Note requirements.
Do not be tempted to use people offering cheap waste
clearance on sites such as Facebook and Gumtree
unless you have confirmed that they are registered with
the Environment Agency
Unwanted goods and household or garden waste can
all be disposed of at no cost via the council’s Sort It
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centres.
Residents who see illegal fly tipping are encouraged to
report it by using the web form at
www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping
or
emailing
streetcare@southglos.gov.uk

Redford Lane

Alert after fraudsters
target Curo tenants
Housing association Curo say
they have received reports of
customers being phoned by
fraudsters claiming to work for
them and asking for rent and
payments details.
They say most phone calls from
Curo will start 01225 366...
If you’re suspicious, hang up,
then call Curo on 01225 366000.
Ideally wait a few minutes or use another phone.
You can also report concerns to the police Action Fraud line on 0300
123 2040 or online at https://www.actionfraud.police.uk/node/257
Curo have the following advice for elderly and vulnerable people.
• Before letting a stranger in, if you can, use a window to see who’s
outside first.
• Use a chain on the door – the police can fit these for free.
• Lock the back door before opening your front door to a stranger.
• Always ask for ID – a genuine caller won’t be offended.
• If you feel unsafe call the police on 111, or 999 if you are in
immediate danger
• Remember it’s always OK to say no, however persuasive the caller
is.
Be wary of scams, such as:
• You get a letter asking for money to receive larger sums of money.
• Someone calls at the front door selling very expensive cleaning
products or asking you to pay for repairs to your home.
• You get a phone call telling you that you’ve won a competition you
can’t remember entering.
• Someone calls claiming to be from your bank or phone company
and asks for private information like a password or PIN number.
Any of these are very likely to be scams – call the police on 101.
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Have your say
at community
meetings
The next Community Engagement Forum for
Kingswood is on Monday (22nd October) from 7pm
to 9pm at The Park Centre in Kingswood High Street.
And the Rural North East South Gloucestershire
Forum will be next Wednesday (24th) from 7pm to
9pm at St Mary’s Church in Bitton. The South Glos
council wards covered by this forum include Siston,
Warmley, the Boyd Valley, Bitton and Cotswold Edge
(south and east of the A46).
The meetings, hosted by South Glos Council, are a
chance for people to raise any concerns about the
community and meet with representatives from the
council, the police, Avon Fire & Rescue, voluntary
and community groups and parish councils.
Everyone is welcome to attend.
Charlton Road
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Petition calls for
action to tackle
dangerous road
Around 170 people have so far signed a
petition calling for traffic calming on
Charlton Road in Keynsham.
The petition on the change.org website says
road safety for road users and pedestrians
alike has reached a danger point.
And it requests that B&NES Council
commissions a traffic and speed study to
identify “real” traffic calming measures to
make Charlton Road safe again for road
users and pedestrians alike.
It says: “Often seen as a shortcut from south
Bristol to Bath and east and north Bristol
via the A4174 ring road, the speed limit
drops rapidly from national speed limit to
30mph but vehicle speeds often do not.
“Closer to the town centre itself the speed
limit drops again to a reasonable 20mph but
it is incredibly rare to find vehicles
traveling at or below this speed. In fact
drivers who do travel at this speed often
feel pressurised, or bullied, into going faster
by impatient commuters who do not
recognise the road for its residential use.”

The petition highlights the hazards of the
“choke point” near St Ladoc Road where
the road width is inadequate for a bus and a
car to pass each other without collision: “At
this point the pavement, rather than being
widened to provide additional pedestrian
safety, is actually narrowed heightening the
risk.”
It adds: “In addition this road is a popular
cycle route with many cycle groups
frequenting it in the summer months.
Excessive speed and poor consideration
cause regular near misses and unnecessary
confrontation.
“There is also an anti-social behaviour
aspect of the road layout, in that Charlton
Road firms part of a late-night 'speedway'
pattern along similar residential roads that
both disturbs family peace and endangers
lives with the dangerous speeds and erratic
driving.”
The petition is at www.change.org/p/bathnorth-east-somerset-council-charlton-roadtraffic-calming-speed-safety

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Murder inquiry launched
after 21-year-old is stabbed
A 21-year-old man who was stabbed in Fishponds last
week died three days later. He has been named by
police as Ronald Leigh.
The attack happened in the vicinity of Gill Avenue shortly
before 7pm on Tuesday 9th October.
A forensic post-mortem has confirmed the cause of death as
a single stab wound.
Detectives from the Major Crime Investigation Team are
leading a murder inquiry into the incident which is also being
linked to a second assault nearby on the same night.
A number of people are believed to have been involved in an
incident on Downend
Road at around 8.40pm
which left a 48-year-old
man with multiple
serious injuries. He
remained in a critical
condition in hospital this
week.
Three men were arrested
last week on suspicion
of attempted murder.
This
week
senior
Ronald Leigh
investigating officer Det
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Insp Mike Buck said: “We’re continuing to investigate the
circumstances surrounding Ronald’s death and our thoughts
are very much with his family at this distressing time.
“They are being fully supported by a trained family liaison
officer who will keep them updated on the progress of our
investigation.
“We understand this is also a concerning time for the local
community and anyone with any concerns is encouraged to
contact their local neighbourhood team.”
Det Insp Buck has appealed for anyone who was in the areas
of Gill Avenue and Downend Road on Tuesday night who
saw the incidents, or anything else suspicious, to contact the
police.
“You may not think what you saw is important but please let
us assess it – what may seem insignificant could prove to be
crucial to obtaining justice.
“We have specially trained officers who will be able to talk
to you and reassure you in whichever environment you feel
comfortable with.”
He has also asked for anyone with footage of the incidents,
such as that recorded on a dash-cam. Similarly, if you rode
past on a bus and saw something out of the window, please
get in touch.
Anyone with information is asked to contact the police via

the UK police major incident public reporting site –
www.mipp.police.uk
If you don’t have access to the internet you can still call the
non-emergency number 101, providing the call handler with
the reference 5218226466.

Wheelchair dance
group seeks new
members
The Concordes are urgently looking for new members.
The group of wheelchair and able-bodied dancers meet
at Lyde Green Community Centre one Monday each
month from 7.30pm to 8.30pm.
If you are interested in sequence, ballroom and Latin
dance, whether you use a wheelchair or would like to be
a standing partner, the combi-dance group (a registered
charity) say you are very welcome.
For more information call Chez on 07708 791565 or
email wheelchairdance@gmail.com
The group also have a Facebook page.
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Community toilet scheme
launches in Keynsham
A number of Keynsham businesses have now have signed
up to a scheme to allow members of the public to use their
toilets.
Distinctive ‘Free WC’ signs are now appearing in the
windows of participating locations around the town centre,
meaning that no obligation to purchase is necessary and the
scheme is aimed at making Keynsham a more attractive place
to visit.
The project is the idea of Keynsham residents Andy Wait and
Hal MacFie and was started primarily from hearing people
say they no longer came into the town centre for fear of not
finding a public convenience open.
The public conveniences in
Ashton Way car park were
closed in 2015. At the time,
B&NES Council claimed
there was no longer a need to
keep them open since
facilities were also available
at the new library and One
Stop Shop on Market Walk.
The hope now is that more
people will be aware of other
locations within Keynsham

town centre where the public will not feel awkward in asking
permission or feel obliged to make a purchase. While there
is no charge, some establishments will be happy to receive a
donation towards upkeep.
One of the first supporters of the Free WC scheme was Stefan
Edwards from the Temple Street Canteen. He said: “Our
attitude in business is to make friends first and money
second. I feel that the goodwill is valuable as someone who
uses the loo might feel more inclined to come back for a
cuppa some other time.”
Similar schemes already operate in other towns including
Frome, Gloucester and Brighton.
The current list of businesses currently displaying the Free
WC signs is:
High Street
The Old Bank
Dalia Cocina (formerly Café Crème)
Café Grounded
Temple Street
Temple Street Canteen
The Ship Inn
There are free toilet facilities, including disabled, at the
library on Market Walk. Tesco at St John’s Court has toilets
and baby changing facilities and there are coin-operated toilet

facilities at the Memorial Park café.
Any other business or organisation wishing to be involved
can contact Andy Wait at waithere91@gmail.com

… and support grows for ‘Can’t Wait’ scheme
Campaigners are out and about in South Gloucestershire drumming up support from local businesses for the ‘Can’t Wait’
scheme. It is run by the South Glos Disability Equality Network, with financial assistance from South Glos Council, to
encourage businesses to make their toilets available to disabled people with an urgent need.
People can show their ‘Can’t Wait’ card to businesses with a request to allow them to use staff or non-public toilets, or to use
customer toilets without purchasing anything.
The card can be used for all impairments which would necessitate quick, discreet access to toilets. This includes ‘invisible’
disabilities and conditions. Businesses are asked to sign up to the scheme and display a postcard in their windows, to show
people that they are supporting the initiative.
Sophie Wainwright, development manager for network, says they are
currently pulling together a directory of businesses happy for the public to
use their toilet facilities, and are looking in areas including Downend,
Emersons Green, Kingswood and Hanham.
Among the places already signed up is Chapel Café in Longwell Green and
The Horseshoe pub in Downend.
If you own or are part of a business that might be interested in getting
involved contact admin@sgden.org.uk

Good report for Staple Hill care home
Hillcrest care home in Staple Hill, which is run by
Gordena Care, has been rated as Good by the Care
Quality Commission following a recent unannounced
inspection,
Hillcrest in Upper Station Road provides accommodation,
personal care and support for people with a learning
disability.
At the previous inspection in July 2017 the service was
judged to be in need of improvement including fire safety
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concerns.
The CQC identified breaches of four regulations of the
Health and Social Care Act.
The provider sent an action plan shortly after the last
inspection and the CQC says these areas have now been
addressed to ensure people's safety.
The latest report says Hillcrest is now Good in all key
areas – being safe, effective, caring, responsive and wellled.
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‘Scream Park’ acts to reduce
noise at 9-night festival
The owner of Avon Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park
which is running “the ultimate Halloween event in the
South West” has assured residents who were affected by
noise from last year’s festival that he has taken action to
reduce the impact.
The event, being billed as ‘FEAR at Avon Valley Scream
Park’ and as being “bigger and better”, runs over nine nights
between this Friday (19th) and 31st October.
Last year there were complaints that the noise from FEAR
was so bad that some people living in Bitton, on the other
side of the River Avon from the park in Pixash Lane in
Keynsham, could hear it over their TVs. It could also be
heard at Swineford and Upton Cheyney and further afield.
There were also complaints last year that the noise from the
public address system at other events, including pig racing,
was continuing to very intrusive.
Earlier this year (Issue 518) Bitton Village Residents’
Association (BVRA) highlighted the problems in a letter
published in The Week In, saying: “The nature of this
business has transformed over the years from one that
harmoniously complemented its rural, peaceful country,
riverside location to one that clashes with its environment
and neighbours.”
Last Thursday the residents’ association held their AGM at
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which they considered a letter from the park’s owner Doug
Douglas in which he said he is trying his very hardest to
reduce the impact the site has.
He asked for the general consensus about the pig racing noise
over the summer and said he had not received any complaints
directly and had been led to believe by South Gloucestershire
Council’s environmental team that the situation has
improved.
He said: “I have spent a great deal of time and money on the
new system that has now been in place since January 2018
and would appreciate some feedback from the summer.
“Going forward, I wanted to let you know that we have also
made some major improvements to the FEAR (Halloween
event) as I know that this caused issues last year.
“This year we are trying a new event audio system that uses
smaller speakers to create a 360 degree sound for our
customers but also produce a vast reduction in sound
travelling outside the event site. In basic terms, the speakers
point at each other and cancel each other out.
“We have also drastically reduced the base level that will be
included in the fire show which lasts for four minutes on the
hour from 7pm to 11pm. Finally, we are positioning large
straw bales around the main tents and stage to absorb as
much as we can.

“My hope is that this will see an overall 50% reduction in
the sound emanated from the site. We unfortunately cannot
reduce this much more without affecting the immersion that
the site creates.”
Mr Douglas asks to be directly contacted about any noise
from this year’s festival. The BVRA meeting last Thursday
heard that things have indeed improved over the summer
although some events have still been “absolutely awful” in
terms of noise. This feedback had already been provided to
Mr Douglas by the BVRA.
If there are problems during the FEAR festival, the BVRA
say they will consider their options, including challenging
the park’s licence. The site is in B&NES but the BVRA say
people should report any noise complaints to the
environmental health team at South Glos Council, which
covers Bitton.
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Railway
path to
close for
resurfacing
A section of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path
will be closed next week.
From Monday (22nd October) the section at
Warmley between the A420 and Norman
Road will be shut for essential resurfacing
works, meaning a diversion by road for
cyclists and pedestrians.

Nick Coates

Temporary closure of Keynsham street
B&NES Council is warning of possible traffic disruption in Keynsham at the end of
the month. Temple Street will be subject to traffic restrictions and closure for two to
three days while a crane is deployed to work on the Riverside View construction.
The temporary road closure order comes into effect on Sunday 28th October for a
maximum of three days, covering the stretch between the junctions of Rock Road and
Albert Road.
The road will only be restricted as and when traffic signs are in place and only for so
long as is necessary to execute the works.

Open day cancelled
The Halloween community day at Grimsbury Farm in Kingswood which we
mentioned in last week’s issue has been cancelled by the organisers, South
Gloucestershire Council’s StreetCare department.
They say: “This is due to an unexpected high level of interest that would exceed the
available capacity (including parking) at the farm. We are very disappointed and would
like to apologise to everyone who was looking forward to the event.
“Please note, the farm will continue to be open as usual throughout October so please
come and visit the animals and enjoy the facilities.”

Lib Dems select candidate
to fight Rees-Mogg
North East Somerset Liberal Democrats
have selected their Parliamentary
candidate to fight Jacob Rees-Mogg for
the Westminster seat at the next General
Election.
He is Nick Coates who moved to Bath and
North East Somerset in 2003. He has played
leading roles for the Lib Dems in the EU
Referendum, Metro Mayor election and the
2017 General Election, crossing the width
and length of the constituency in so doing.
Mr Coates graduated from University
College, London, and qualified as a
chartered accountant before working in the
housing sector. His business experience
crosses public, not-for-profit and private
sectors. Most recently he has been advising
small and medium-sized enterprises in the
food and farming and professional services
sectors.
He has been a primary school governor and
a board member of a tenant-led housing

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

Sudoku
1-Easy

association. He is currently a trustee of a
charitable residential and nursing care home.
Mr Coates said: “The current MP for North
East Somerset does not project open-minded
and tolerant values. I am determined that the
people of North East Somerset have the
opportunity to vote for someone who does.
“I want to bring a positive voice to our
political conversations combined with a fair
and forward thinking approach to politics.”
Chair of the local party, Ben Stevens, said
“Nick was a convincing winner of our
selection process. He has shown himself to
be a tireless campaigner and committed to
both the urban and rural settings of the
constituency.
“I know that Nick will work hard for all the
people of North East Somerset, and the first
step is making sure that the Conservatives,
who have forgotten communities across the
constituency, are defeated at next May's local
elections.”

2 -Hard

Sunday 21st October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Concern over bad
road layout

Dear Editor
After reading the article
submitted by Mike Heavens in
last week’s issue I too feel
Keynsham is being deserted due
to bad road layout, insufficient
parking and a lack of interesting
shops putting people off coming
into town.
Several people have said they
shop elsewhere and go further
afield. This is not helpful to the
environment and killing our local
high streets.
Many elderly people do not and
cannot venture to the other side
of town due to the one-way
traffic, since buses don’t stop by
the main Post Office anymore. I
for one have difficulty walking a
distance so can only visit if I get
a lift. Even the Dial-a-Ride is
obliged to stop by the one main
bus stop.
Keynsham has grown in size and
the population increased with the
extra housing. We are not a small
suburb of Bristol or Bath. I have
lived in Keynsham for 36 years.
I feel planners need to seriously
consider making appropriate
decisions for road layout and
parking for Keynsham’s future
prosperity.
Please think again.
Helene Hanson
Keynsham

We need a ‘real’
survey

Dear Editor
If B&NES want to carry out a
real survey (on the one-way
system), not one which is skewed
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to the result they want, why not
include a survey in the next
2019/20
council
tax
communication to Keynsham
residents.
They could then be sure the
results represent residents.
Once again they will ignore this
final chance to get it right and
allow High Street shops a chance
to prosper
Is this real democracy?
David Whalley
Keynsham

Budget is not being
trimmed

Dear Editor
Having read the report on the
South Gloucestershire Council
Special Educational Needs and
Disabilities (SEND) consultation
in last week’s edition, I felt it
important to comment on the
factually
inaccurate
and
misleading nature of the headline
which stated the school budget
would be ‘trimmed’ by £3m
under the proposals being
considered.
To start with, the overall funding
is increasing by £3.7m next year,
thanks to the continued lobbying
from the council, MPs, schools
and residents, and even if the
proposed changes go ahead, this
would see an increase on next
year by a full £700,000 – so the

budget is neither being trimmed,
nor is it being reduced as the
introduction states.
While the article correctly states
that £3m would be transferred
from the Schools Block to the
High Needs Block, it is important
to explain that, should we make
that transfer, most of that amount
will still go to our mainstream
schools, but does so linked to
supporting some of our most
vulnerable pupils with SEND.
Dealing with growing pressures
relating to pupils with SEND is a
very challenging and sensitive
proposition and one that doesn’t
lend itself to misleading
soundbites as the opposition
groups on the council are prone
to do. Pupils with SEND should
not, and will not, be pitted against
pupils without SEND.
The council is working really
hard to put in place measures to
help maintain services for our
most vulnerable pupils, but we
are trying to do so in the most
cost-effective way. This includes
significant capital investment in
new facilities, including a £6m
expansion of Warmley Park
Special School.
As Cllr Toby Savage said in the
article, we do feel there is a
strong
case
for
South
Gloucestershire to receive a fairer
share of funding for our schools
and our lobbying will continue,
but we still have to fulfil our
responsibility to live within our
means by working hard to make
the available funding we have
deliver the maximum impact
possible to support all our pupils
and deliver better outcomes.
Cllr Jon Hunt

South Gloucestershire Council
Deputy Leader and Cabinet
Member for Children and
Young People

Destroying our
villages

Dear Stephen
This is to comment on South
Gloucestershire’s
appalling
record of wilful destruction of
our heritage.
The latest outrage is the
permission given to the
application for houses currently
being built near the busy
roundabout at Willsbridge which
should have been thrown out on
traffic issues alone. Also, the flat
development of the old Cherry
Tree pub in Oldland Common on
another busy roundabout. The
council seems to be an ‘easy
touch’ for this kind of destructive
development.
Now, a developer has bought a
fine old cottage next to the
Crown and Horseshoe in North
Street, Oldland Common and
made an application to demolish
it and build seven apartments.
Again, this house is set on a
dangerous junction at the top of
Cowhorn Hill.
The council is hell-bent on
destroying any semblance of
village life and an inquiry is well
overdue. A parish councillor told
me that even with a Freedom of
Information request, records of
how each planning councillor
voted on these controversial
applications would not be made
available.
Is it not time all our parish
councils got together to ask

questions? Democracy dies when
good people do nothing.
David Britton, Oldland
Common
Please note the conversion of the
Cherry Tree pub was won on
appeal - Editor

Thank you for the lift

Dear Editor
I would just like to pass on my
thanks to the lovely lady I met at
the bus stop yesterday when the
19a bus didn't turn up at all, for
the second week running.
Thanks to her kindness I was
only 10 minutes late for work this
time, instead of an hour late, as
she rang her husband for a lift
and took me too. Thank you, and
I hope you made it to your lunch
on time.
L Vockings
Oldland Common

Redressing the
balance

Dear Stephen
Undoubtedly our councillors and
officials will now be assessing
the B&NES council tax for next
year. With an election next year,
it is an opportunity to elect
representatives who will correct
the advantage given to the City of
Bath, at the expense of the rest of
us.
We all pay a basic council tax for
B&NES and police and fire
services. However, Bath only
pay an addition for the Mayor of
Bath, which can only be for their
benefit.
The rest of us pay an addition for
our own town or parish councils.
They use this money to provide
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LETTERS
services for their area, parks,
cemeteries,
grants
to
organisations, etc. Within the
City of Bath there is no other
council to raise the cost of those
services, so they are paid for out
of the B&NES tax - we have all
paid. A situation made worse by
the high number of students in
Bath, many of whom do not pay
council tax but consume services.
This needs correcting, ideally by
the City of Bath having its own
city or parish councils. This may
take some time to organise so in
the meantime, I propose that Bath
residents pay a weighted average
of the council tax of all the towns
and parish supplements. This
money could be used to reduce
the basic council tax charged by
B&NES. Simple to change and a
much fairer system.
Hopefully all the non-Bath
councillors at the next election
will support this idea.
Reg Williams, Saltford

Advice for train
operator

Dear Stephen
If GWR are struggling with
electrification and improvement
work, staff shortages, new trains
and new timetables, (Spotlight on
‘appalling’ rail service, Issue
456), can I offer them some help?
As we’re in autumn and winter

isn’t far away, they can select
from the following reasons to add
to their excuse list: leaves on the
track, end of British Summer
Time, low sun and the wrong
type of snow.
The only surprise is that they
haven’t offered ‘too many
passengers’ as an excuse.
I thought it was GWR’s role to
manage
the
impact
of
infrastructure changes, staffing
pressures and
delivery of
services. If it’s not, can someone
tell us what GWR’s role is?
Hugh Burchard, Keynsham

Scam alert

Dear Editor
There appears to be a rise in
scams, probably a lot due to
social media. Although being at
an age where someone may think
that I could be scammed, I think
I am lucky to have most of my
marbles still intact; some
unfortunately do not.
A call allegedly from Microsoft
informed me that my PC IP
address had been compromised
and that they could ‘sort it’.
Presumably by me downloading
a program to enable them to
repair and therefore gain access
to personal data. Having quoted
me to be the incorrect registered
owner, I hung up! Needless to say
they didn’t call again.
A more recent call that had been
recorded on my answer phone
informed me that on behalf of
HM Revenue and Customs, there
is a lawsuit filed on your name
and to return the call before they
start with legal action. The
message sounded like a poorly
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constructed
pre-recorded
message sent out to hundreds, if
not thousands of phone numbers.
Replying to the number given
would probably involve giving
bank details and a fee to resolve
the issue. Despite the ‘panic
implication’ I have not responded
and would advise everyone to do
the same.
HMRC will never contact you by
phone, email or text telling you
about a tax rebate, penalty or
asking you for personal
information. The same applies to
banks and building societies.
Think twice or consult someone
before responding to anything
that sounds like a scam!
Andy Shipp
High Littleton

Support butcher’s
new venture

Dear Sir
I just wanted to write to The
Week In to congratulate Mr Luke
Wright on his taking over of our
local
Keynsham
butchers
Banables.
He has always been a cheerful,
helpful and polite member of
staff for a number of years
working for the previous owner.
He has a good knowledge of the
skills of butchery and of
customers’ requirements and
expectations. Also, it is good to
hear that a former colleague,
Steve, will be back in the shop on
Saturdays and other busy periods.
The slogan ‘use it or lose it’
seems very apt during the current
High Street crisis and I would
urge residents of Keynsham and
other nearby local areas to

support Mr Wright in his new
venture.
L. Russell, Keynsham

Charity walk was a
big success

Dear Stephen
Can I please through the medium
of The Week In say a big, big
thank you to all those who took
part in our recent Countryfile
Ramble for BBC Children in
Need.
The 61 people participating were
blessed with clear blues, and at
the last count we had raised
almost a staggering £700. Special
mention of Claire Cywinski,
Adam and Laura Heard, who did
particularly well with their
sponsorship.
The staff at the Lock & Weir
opened up early for us for muchneeded refreshment, which was
appreciated. We had been asked
by the BBC to video the walk for
possible inclusion in the
forthcoming review of the event
on the BBC Countryfile
programme. Dawn Drury, our
secretary, rose to the occasion
with some excellent footage.
Thanks to all who walked and
donated to make the day such a
success.
We have produced a calendar
depicting photos of Keynsham
taken on our walks which are
available from the town council
offices priced £4 or from the
Keynsham Walkers are Welcome
website, priced £5.50 to include
delivery.
Dave Johnson
Chair, Keynsham Walkers are
Welcome

100s of readers sign
welfare petition

Dear Stephen
Thank you to all readers who
responded to the animal welfare
petition I highlighted in The
Week In last week, showing you
care about the death an animal
experiences before we eat it.
Approximately 1,000 readers
have signed the petition out of a
potential 40,000 readers. On
behalf of those animals who have
no voice or choice as they are
slaughtered, I ask the remaining
39,000 readers to sign – Google
‘Petition Parliament 218343’.
Again, thank you for your care
and concerns.
Amorée Radford

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest. We
aim to produce a balanced and accurate
view of local news and welcome
comments from our readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or
clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full
name and address for reasons of
authentication. Only the name and
district where you live will be
reproduced. Anonymity is possible
under certain circum-stances.

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later than
9.00am on the Monday
of each week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk

11

Residents raise
Golden Valley safety
concerns at meeting
More than 30 people attended a meeting last Wednesday
to discuss the volume and speed of traffic using the lanes
around the Golden Valley, and the state they are in.
Residents campaigned for years for a reduced speed limit in
lanes between the A420, Bath Road at Wick, the A4175
though Oldland Common and the A431 through Bitton, and
earlier this year a 30mph limit was finally introduced.
However, many locals say that further traffic calming
measures are needed with some wanting the limit reduced
still further to 20mph.
There are concerns for the safety for pedestrians and horses
because of a rise in the number of inconsiderate motorists and also some cyclists who use the lanes as a race track. Most
of the lanes are single track with few proper passing places
and there has been an increase in ‘driver-made’ passing
places which has resulted in the dilapidation of the lanes and
verges, making pedestrian use even more hazardous.
Local councillor Erica Williams was at last week’s meeting
at the chapel in Upton Cheyney and will be discussing the
ideas raised by residents with South Gloucestershire
Council’s highways department.
They include
• Speed bumps on Marshfield Lane
• ‘Narrow Lane’ signs
• Restricting access at Wick and Redfield Hill at Oldland
Common

• Speed visors/cameras
• Improving the condition of Brewery Hill at Upton Cheyney
and better lighting for youngsters who use it to walk down
to get the school bus
• A roundabout at the Wick Lane and Brewery Hill junction
(the signpost has been knocked down)
• Cleaning up the verges and cutting back trees higher – in
places horse riders are forced to ride in the middle of the road
• Carrying out a traffic study during school term time
• Weight restrictions

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Travelling bag (8)

1. Pack (4)

5. Coarse file (4)

2. Large book (4)

7. Navel (9)

3. Apart (5)

9. Alcoholic drink (4)

4. Select group (5)

10. Food fish (4)

5. Comprehensive
defeat (4)

11. Surround with
problems (5)

7. Subway (9)

15. Sturdy (5)

8. Capitulate (9)

16. Musical
composition (5)

11. Freshwater fish (5)

17. Coconut meat (5)

13. In that place (5)

19. Perhaps (5)
22. Church recess (4)
24. Fasten securely (4)
26. Lawyer (9)
27. Likelihood (4)
28. Water the
ground (8)
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More than 1,000 people attended a football match in
Oldand Common on 7th October in aid of St David's
Hospice at Newport.
The family of Des Beresford, who has pancreatic cancer,
took on a team of ex-Bristol Rovers and Bristol City
players managed by former England and Tottenham star
Ledley King at the Oldland Abbotonians Football Club.
As well as the match there were stalls, entertainment,
food, a bar, raffle and auction on the day.
The event, which Des was able to attend, was organised
by his nephew Ryan Bernard, who was among those
playing, as was Ryan’s cousin, the TV weatherman Alex
Beresford. The target was to net £2,000 but the event
actually raised an incredible £9,906.70.
Des, who has been receiving care at the hospice, almost
died at the beginning of the summer and his family are
very grateful that they have been blessed with extra time
with him. They are now planning a fundraising party for
the hospice at Opa Luxury Hall in Baldwin Street,
Bristol, on Saturday 10th November.

Tools stolen from van

Between 5pm on Friday 5th October and 7am on
Monday 8th, someone broke into a van parked on
Queens Road in Keynsham and stole a number of tools.
If you have any information regarding this incident,
contact the police on 101. Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

6. Immobilise (8)

14. Transparent (5)

18. Wash lightly (5)

Charity football
match raises
more than £9k

12. Dusty (anag.) (5)
14. Australian parrot (8)
20. Legal defence (5)
21. Prickly shrub (5)
23. Ages (4)
24. Melody (4)
25. Entice (4)
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Ramping up the pressure
for swipe card system at
Hanham Library
Conservative campaigners in Hanham are calling on South
Gloucestershire Council for their library to be the next to
feature in the ‘Open Access’ scheme.
Cost-cutting measures introduced across the district a year ago
saw fewer staffed hours at libraries but also the introduction of
a self-service system called Open Access, ensuring access seven
days a week and more than doubling the opening hours.
But Hanham Library is one of very few in South Gloucestershire
to have missed out on the swipe card system after it emerged
that one of the library’s fire exits has steps which would be
impossible for people with mobility problems to use without
assistance.
Now Hanham parish Conservative councillors Brenda Langley,
Ian Richardson, and June Bamford, who is also a South
Gloucestershire councillor, are putting pressure on South Glos
to sort out Open Access at Hanham as soon as possible.
Cllr Langley said the Conservative administration’s introduction
of Open Access has had an “incredible” impact on the district’s
libraries but Hanham was not in the loop.
And Cllr Richardson, who was due to address South
Gloucestershire Council on the issue at tonight’s meeting
(Wednesday), said: “Hanham Library is one of the best used
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around and Open Access would give our fellow residents the
chance to visit and enjoy the services available more often so
we are calling on the council to continue their work into bringing
the technology our way as soon as possible.”
In April (Issue 521) we reported that the technicalities and costs
of installing the necessary ramp at the rear of the library were
still being investigated.
Meanwhile South Glos Labour councillor Adam Monk has put
in a question to tonight’s meeting, asking the ruling
Conservatives what is being done about the fire exit access
problems which were identified in early 2017.

Night at the
museum!

Kingswood Heritage Museum will be running
a special Museum at Night event on Sunday
28th October.
The museum, which is based in the former
William Champion 18th century zinc and brass
works at Warmley, and features a windmill
tower, will be opened after hours for one night
only.
As you enter the darkened building you will
meet several characters from the past brought
to life before your eyes to tell their own
fascinating, personal stories - significant lives
that influenced Bristol and shaped the course of
our history.
Visitors will also be invited to explore the
museum in the shadows, using their torches and
the lights of the museum stewards.
The museum cafe will be selling hot chocolate
and other light refreshments during the evening,
and the gift shop will be open.
The event runs from 6pm to 7.30pm. Limited
tickets are available, priced £3.50 each or £12
entry for a family of four. To find out more
contact the museum on 0117 960 5664 or look
on their Facebook page.
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Visitors brave
weather to attend
community fair
Despite the poor weather, a good number of residents
took the opportunity to visit the St George Community
Fair on 6th October at St Aidan’s Church and Hall to
find out what 25 local voluntary groups and agencies
working in the area have to offer.
The fair was formally opened by Cllr Lesley
Alexander, the Deputy Lord Mayor of Bristol, who was
then able to tour all the stands and displays and meet
those taking part.
The fair was also supporting the work of the Bourne
Family Project, which assists families and children in
the area.
The annual event had to be postponed in March
because of snow but the Community Fair next year will
revert to a date in March to be confirmed soon.
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Hanham café wins
licensing application
Brownes Barista in Hanham High Street has won
permission for an alcohol licence with a series of
conditions to protect neighbours who had raised concerns
about disturbance.
Shkelqim Babaj applied in August to South Gloucestershire
Council for a premises licence for the café which he took
over earlier this year and renamed.
The previous premises licence for Brownes coffee and tapas
bar lapsed after the holder went into liquidation in February
and the licence was not transferred.
A report prepared for last Tuesday’s meeting of the licensing
sub-committee included problems reported by people living
behind the premises in Ansteys Road over recent months.
They said they had been disturbed by people drinking in
Brownes’ rear yard until late at night and late-night noise
from glass being tipped into the outside bin by staff.
Mr Babaj - who is known as Jimmy - told the panel that he
was keen to be a good neighbour and was happy to abide by
conditions. Jayne Hathway, who represented him, told the
panel that serving alcohol with meals was the only way the
business could be kept afloat.
The licensing sub-committee agreed to grant the licence from
noon to 11pm Monday to Saturday and on Sundays from
noon to 10pm.
They said they had carefully considered the local objections

and imposed conditions including that alcohol will only be
served at tables with meals, the rear yard will be out of use
after 4pm, and glass waste must not be disposed of outside
between 8pm and 9am.
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HorseWorld launches campaign to
end long-term tethering
Whitchurch-based charity HorseWorld has launched a
campaign to end the long-term tethering of horses and is
asking people to use the purpose-built website it’s set up
to email their MP.
The rescue charity says it is often called by people who are
shocked, surprised and angered to see horses tethered by their
necks using chains connected to metal stakes in the ground
and left in unsuitable and dangerous locations. It is estimated
that as many as 3,500 horses are tethered across the UK at
any one time.
HorseWorld says horses are left tethered on grass verges next
to busy roads pose a danger to themselves, motorists and the
public. As tethering is currently legal, the charity is powerless
to help so has launched the #BreakTheChain campaign to
change that.
HorseWorld’s managing director Mark Owen said: “Some
owners are able to leave their animals tied up long-term on
the sides of roads, on wasteland or even busy roundabouts in

Development threat
on the agenda
Hanham District Green Belt Conservation Society’s
AGM will be at 7.15pm on Wednesday 7th November at
Hanham Hall, Whittucks Road.
The meeting will be followed by a forum to discuss the
threatened development of both the cricket ground site in
Abbots Road and the Hanham Hills and the wider
protection of other treasured green spaces, some of which
developers are eyeing up.
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miserable conditions without any fear of repercussion simply
because the laws relating to tethering are too vague and open
to interpretation.
“These horses can be seen out in all weather conditions with
no shade or shelter. If tethered to or near a tree, the horse can
become entangled and injure itself. If tethered in open
ground, it has no way of avoiding the heat from the sun,
wind, rain or flies. Any grazing a tethered horse has access
to will quickly become churned up and contaminated with
droppings as the horse cannot walk more than a few metres
(its wild relatives will cover many miles in a day to forage).
Many are left with no water and if they do have a bucket, the
chain or rope they are tethered with quickly gets caught
around it and pulls it over, leaving them with nothing.

Kind Keynsham
Residents, businesses and community groups are gearing
up for next month’s Keynsham Kindness Festival.
Between 3rd and 13th November a wide range of free
events is being planned throughout the town to foster
connection and wellbeing. This will complement events
already planned in Keynsham to mark the 100th
anniversary of the Armistice while Tuesday 13th
November also marks International Kindness Day.
This year’s Keynsham Kindness Festival builds on the
success of two similar events in 2017. Details of events
are being posted on the dedicated Facebook page
www.facebook.com/kindkeynsham as they are
confirmed, and we will have more details in forthcoming
editions of The Week In.

“Whilst tethering is not illegal, it is not recommended as a
viable way to keep a horse and is not considered to be good
practice. The long-term psychological effect of being
restrained and isolated in this way day after day must be
torture.”
In May 2015, HorseWorld rescued a mare who had been
forced to go through giving birth whilst being restrained by
a chain which prevented her from moving around freely and
frequently entangled her legs. She was also left without
shelter or water for long periods of time and was trapped in
the field with a stallion who had tried to attack her foal.
The mare and foal were seized under the Animal Welfare Act
as the mare was showing signs of long-term neglect and the
foal was in immediate danger of being injured. They were
brought back to HorseWorld to begin their rehabilitation.
They were only able to be legally seized because of this
neglect, not because the mare was tethered.
The aim of the campaign is to change the law so it restricts
the legal amount of time a horse, pony or donkey can be
tethered to, at most, 24 hours. The campaign would also see
a complete ban on tethering animals in unsafe locations such
as roadsides, roundabouts and other public land that may
pose a risk to both animal and the public and also enforce a
policy which states “if your only recourse for keeping a horse
is tethering, you should not be permitted to own that animal”.
For more information visit www.BreakTheChain.org.uk
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Bitton Buggy Walks
scheme celebrates
third birthday

Bitton Parish Council has been successfully running a
monthly buggy walk for parents and carers since 2015
and on 5th November it will be three years since the
first one.
The initiative is part of the Walking for Health scheme
and is run in partnership with South Gloucestershire
Council.
The Bitton Buggy Walks are aimed at promoting
exercise, friendship and wellbeing. They are 3km and
start from Bitton Station at 10am, lasting around 45
minutes. The walkers finish back at the station for
coffee, cake and a chat.
The council is pleased to announce an extra walk is
starting in addition, thanks to new volunteers Sharon
and Kat. Walks will now be on both the first and the
third Mondays of the month.
New members are always very welcome and you can
find out more on Facebook – search for Bitton Buggy
Walks.
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Plans for Sainsbury’s
Local store at Lyde Green
Sainsbury’s has submitted a
planning application to open a
convenience store on this plot of land
in the new Lyde Green development.
The site on the corner of Willowherb
Road and Thistle Close has already
been earmarked for a store as part of
the Lyde Green Local Centre to serve
the growing estate.
A planning application for a 254sq m
Sainsbury’s Local store has now been
submitted to South Gloucestershire
Council.
Access would be from Thistle

Close and there would be 15 car
parking spaces and eight spaces for
cycles.
Sainsbury’s says the new store would
create 20 to 25 full and part-time jobs.
The plans have drawn lots of support
from local people about the need for a
store with comments on the council’s
website including: “Let's hope this gets
approved as this will be a vital resource
to Lyde Green.
“There are no shops this side of the ring
road and to have a shop in walking
distance to pick up a few supplies will

be invaluable and hopefully cut down
on number of car journeys over to the
Emersons Green shopping centre for
small purchases.”
However, it is also being pointed out
that with a very large Sainsbury's
barely a mile away at Emersons Green,
having another store so close is creating
a monopoly: “Surely another supplier
should be preferred? A Co-op for
example, which would be a much better
fit into a local community and offer
competition and choice for members of
the Lyde Green housing estate.”
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Opening of new
waste recycling site
to serve B&NES
A new recycling site to serve
residents and businesses across Bath
and North East Somerset will
officially open on Friday (19th
October).
Waste Recycling Bath’s Odd Down
site, situated on the main A367
Wellsway, has been completely
redeveloped with a focus on making it
more accessible, and easier for
householders and businesses to recycle
their waste in a sustainable way.
Waste Recycling Bath, which owns the
site, oversaw a major redevelopment of
the new site, which includes improving
drainage and access, a brand new site
reception building and associated
weighbridge, modernising the materials
recovery facility, new outside storage
bays and hardstanding, perimeter
landscaping, and fencing to help shield
the site from view. To mark the official
opening, free breakfasts are being
served on Friday from 9am to 3pm to
people who come along either to use
the new site or simply to view it.
“At 78 by 25 metres the impressive
main structure of the site is a similar
size to 10 full-size tennis courts side by
side, with space that could
accommodate around 80 double-decker
buses,” says Waste Recycling Bath
boss Andy Ridings.
“It means the site will comfortably
accommodate the needs of our district

for many years to come and, should
demand grow in future, we have
planning consent to further increase
capacity.
“People arriving at the new site from
the Wellsway will simply drive straight
to the new weighbridge next to the
reception building, then tip their waste
return, pay and go.
“We know there is great demand from
the building and associated trades to be
able to not only tip waste but to also
collect materials that others have
dumped, and that will be of use to them
– something traders call ‘double
bubble’.”
Waste Recycling Bath already recycles
more than 90 per cent of the waste it
collects from people using its site and
those hiring its skips, and Mr Ridings
is confident the increased scale of the
improved operation could see this rise
in the next few years.
The opening of the brand new facility

comes shortly after B&NES Council
announced the closure of the Bath
Midland Road recycling facility during
2021/22, partly due to its inability to
cater for future demand.
Mr Ridings added: “We know there are
many local residents and business
people who feel frustration about the
Midland Road site’s limitations. Its
confirmed closure means we expect a
further increase in the numbers of
people using our brand new facility to
recycle their household and business
waste.”
The redevelopment of the Odd Down
residual waste site followed receipt of
unanimous planning permission from
the
council’s
Development
Management Committee.
The site had long been a key part of the
Joint Waste Core Strategy which was
agreed by B&NES in partnership with
neighbouring councils Bristol, North
Somerset and South Gloucestershire.

Award nominations
for CoolTherm
Bridgeyate-based CoolTherm has been shortlisted for two
coveted industry awards.
The air conditioning and specialist chiller design and
installation business has been nominated for two
categories in this year’s Heating and Ventilation Review
(HVR) Awards – Commercial Air Conditioning Product
of the Year (chillers and heat pumps) and Customer
Service Person of the Year 2018.
CoolTherm was acquired by the Carver Group in August
as part of the group’s international growth strategy. Aidan
Killeen, CEO for Carver Group, said: “We are thrilled to
see CoolTherm’s commitment to innovation and
customer service acknowledged by this highly respected
awards programme.”
Winners will be announced at an awards ceremony at The
Chelsea Harbour Hotel, London, on 25th October.

Brislington care home
now rated as Good
John Cabot House in Talbot Road, Brislington, has now
been rated as Good in all key areas by the Care Quality
Commission.
In a report published last week, the inspector said that
actions had been taken to address the shortfalls found at
the watchdog’s previous visit in July 2017 when the
service, which specialises in providing care for people
with an acquired brain injury, was found to need
improvement.
The CQC said the provider Voyage 1 Ltd had now put in
place a robust checking system to ensure any
environmental health and safety matters were reported
and addressed swiftly, and actions were taken to address
any concerns and shortfalls in the service.
There were now sufficient skilled and experienced staff
to provide effective support to people and a full training
programme for staff in place to effectively meet people's
needs.
Staff encouraged people to build up independence in their
daily living skills and residents said that all the staff were
kind and caring.

SITUATIONS VACANT
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Residents urged to report all
incidents of anti-social behaviour
A public meeting was held in Staple Hill
last Thursday for local people to discuss
community concerns.
Anti-social behaviour (ASB), including
intimidating behaviour by youths on bikes,
vandalism, graffiti and speeding were among
the issues raised at the well-attended meeting
which was organised by Cllr Ian Boulton and
held at the Salvation Army.
Local police officers and a representative
from South Glos Council’s Anti-Social
Behaviour Team attended.
The meeting heard that police data shows
ASB is down by over 11% over the last 12
months and the council’s data indicates that
ASB in Staple Hill is not concerning. This
may be because of low reporting levels or
actual low levels of ASB.
People were urged to report all incidents to
the police, rather than just chatting about
them on social media, so that an accurate
picture can be built up of what’s going on in
the neighbourhood,

Incidents should be reported to the police by
phoning 101 or on the website at
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk
There is also the option of letting the council
know so they can provide support to help
resolve the problem. You can contact the
council’s ASB team on 01454 868582 or
email asbreporting@southglos.gov.uk
In any emergency or if a crime is in progress
you should always phone 999.
It is hoped that new railings which are being
installed in the next few months in Page
Park, where there has been vandalism, will
act as a deterrent for trespassers when the
park is locked overnight. They may also help
to prevent trespassers from easily dispersing
so the police can deal them more easily. The
possibility of putting CCTV in the park was
also raised and the Friends of Page Park will
talk to the council about this.
People were encouraged to report incidents
of graffiti to the council. Graffiti on public
property will be removed within three days
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The swings in Page Park were vandalised recently
Credit: Karl Scholz, Facebook

but offensive/hate crime graffiti is removed
within one day. Graffiti on private property
is the responsibility of the property owner.
Residents were reminded that the Staple Hill
and Rodway Police Beat Team host weekly
beat surgeries every Wednesday, alternating
between the Bean Tree Café and Staple Hill
Community Hub.
They were also encouraged to attend the
Staple Hill, Mangotsfield & Rodway
Community Engagement Forum meetings.

Despite posters and a social media campaign
no new Staple Hill residents attended the last
one in July. Residents are missing important
opportunities to engage with key decisionmakers. The next Community Engagement
Forum is on 4th December at 7pm in the
Salvation Army.
Meanwhile there are also hopes of getting a
Community SpeedWatch scheme off the
ground in Staple Hill if enough volunteers
can be rallied.
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Trio flee after
holding up girl
at knifepoint
Police are appealing for witnesses after three young men
tried to rob a teenager at knifepoint in Kingswood.
She was walking through Crates Close at around 8.30pm
on Tuesday 2nd October when she was approached by
three teenagers, all described as skinny and with local
accents, who wore their hoods up and had their faces
covered. One threatened her with a knife and demanded
she hand over her property but a member of public came
into Crates Close and the offenders ran away before they
could take anything. The first offender was 6ft tall and
aged 18 or 19. He was wearing a black hooded top with
NIKE across the chest, and dark joggers.
The second was 6ft 2ins and also aged 18 or 19. He wore
a red waist-length coat and had a nose stud.
The third is described as white, aged 15 to 16, and had
on a red hooded top (possibly Ralph Lauren) and jeans.
If anyone recognises these descriptions or has any
information that could help the police investigation, call
101 and quote reference number 5218220997.
You can contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800
555 111 or via their anonymous online form.
No personal details are taken, information cannot be
traced or recorded and you will not go to court or have to
speak to police when contacting Crimestoppers.
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Businesses raise £850 in
charity golf challenge
Staff from seven local businesses took to the greens
of Saltford Golf Course on 5th October to take on
housing association Curo’s 2018 Charity Golf
Challenge, raising £850 for the Royal United
Hospital’s Forever Friends Appeal.
The Curo Golf Challenge – the housing association’s
answer to The Ryder Cup – is one of a series of Curo
events and activities taking place this year to support
the Forever Friends Appeal. Curo colleagues chose the
appeal as their charity of the year for 2018 and this
latest event takes their fundraising total so far to
£8,300.
Curo’s Rachael Allen, who is is coordinating Curo’s
fundraising activities, said: “A big thanks to everyone
who took part in the day and dug deep for this great
cause. RUH Ted joined us for photographs and general
mischief and all of our contractors said how much they
enjoyed the day and how they’d like to come back next
year. I think that’s what they call a hole-in-one result.”
Overall winners of the challenge were Bristol-based
contractors NKS Contracts Ltd, who beat teams from
Gillman’s Appliance Specialists, Hays, Ian Williams,
The Landmark Practice, Rixonway Kitchens and Curo
to the honours.

Ted from the Royal United Hospital Forever Friends Appeal
gives Curo’s Luke McCreery a lift to the first hole
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Tory leader says
Mall decision is
‘disappointing’
The Secretary of State’s decision to reject plans that
would have seen The Mall at Cribbs Causeway grow by
almost 50% has been described as “disappointing” by the
Tory leader of South Glos Council.
The 35,000sq m project would have seen more shopping
space and another anchor store, cafes, restaurants, a new
bus station, hotel and apartments.
Despite objections at the time from the neighbouring
councils of Bristol, B&NES and North Somerset, South
Gloucestershire Council voted to approve the scheme in
2016, subject to any Government call-in.
One of the reasons cited by Secretary of State for
Housing, Communities and Local Government James
Brokenshire for his recent decision was the negative
impact on the vitality of communities including
Downend, Staple Hill, Kingswood, Hanham, Longwell
Green and Keynsham. Locations further afield including
Swindon and Newport also feared they would be affected.
Bradley Stoke councillor Brian Hopkinson told last
week’s South Glos Cabinet meeting that the expansion
would have created a lot of jobs and created good income
for the council. He said he hoped the decision could be
overturned.
Council leader Toby Savage agreed that the decision was
“disappointing” and said it is right for the applicants to
be considering their position.
He said a lot of change and investment is coming to that
part of South Gloucestershire, including the opening of
Aerospace Bristol and Wild Place, the Wave park which
is under construction, plus whatever happens with the
hangars on the old Filton Airfield.
The former airfield is being transformed into a new urban
neighbourhood and YTL Development has a vision for a
16,000 capacity arena at the Brabazon Hangar, which
would make it the third largest concert arena in the UK
after Manchester and London.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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East Bristol Auctions to hold
Dambuster fundraising auction
East Bristol Auctions in Hanham are
to hold a very special fundraising
auction, to help support a new film
being made about the attack on the
Sorpe Dam in 1943 – part of the
famous Dambuster raids.
The auction - which features an array
of items from exclusive signed prints
and genuine Lancaster bomber parts will be hosted at Aerospace Bristol.
Prior to the auction, Bristol-based last
surviving British Dambuster George
‘Johnny’ Johnson will give a 45-minute
talk based on his experiences during the
war, and his time spent with 617
Squadron.
“It’s going to be an unforgettable
evening,” said auctioneer Andrew
Stowe. “So often we hear stories from
the war of daring-do, but rarely in this

industry do we get to meet those
responsible for such stories. Within the
auction is a rare original RAF bomb
aimer’s sight machine – as would’ve
been used by George Johnny Johnson
during his Sorpe Dam attack. To match
an item to a person is a rare thing
indeed.”
The auction comprises a feast of items
for any World Ware Two enthusiasts –
from ‘never before seen’ autographed
prints, to a Lancaster cockpit seat, and
even a section of wing from a genuine
Lancaster bomber.
This special event takes place on
Saturday 27th October at Aerospace
Bristol from 6.30pm. Tickets are
available from aerospacebristol.org and
capacity is limited, so early booking is
advised. Funds from the auction will be

going towards the film project. The
catalogue can be viewed online via East
Bristol’s website www.eastbristol.co.uk
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Save the planet …
It was perhaps ironic that the UN Intergovernmental
Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) report predicting
global catastrophe unless we treat emission reductions
seriously was delivered on the same day it emerged that
the Government is considering reducing the safety
thresholds for fracking in this country.
The IPCC report, while clear on the consequences of no
action, also makes for uncomfortable reading when it
outlines the sort of bad habits we are going to have to
consider changing. But it’s not the issue of changing our diet
from red meat in favour of beans and pulses that risks these
latest warnings being kicked further down the road by our
leaders, it is the prospect of them losing their jobs. What
minister is going to stand up to the powerful lobby of the
fuel, automotive, farming or house building industry and still
expect to be elected in the years that follow?
Of course, you may be of the opinion that this is just the latest
‘project fear’ story to be dismissed and that climate change
has always been cyclical. You would not be alone and with

Electrification a “dog’s dinner”
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the US President firmly in the same camp, you
may as well stop reading this article now for
what follows is clearly ‘politically correct
claptrap’.
But there is a point in what follows and it
brings it right home to our doorstep. Clearly
replanting the Amazon rain forest and
switching from fossil fuel to renewable energy
in one foul sweep isn’t going to happen and
for every action, there is a reaction. Whatever
activity we cease will have consequences
somewhere else. But once you have drilled
down through the headlines of the IPCC
report, there are issues which are far easier to
grasp.
In this country we have actually made
significant strides in adopting renewables for
our energy needs in the last decade. But today
one third of our emissions are transport
related. In August,
the Government’s
Committee on the Medical Effects
of Air Pollution (COMEAP)
published a report which
estimated up to 36,000 people a
year die in the UK as a result of air
pollution – a 24% increase on
three years earlier. According to
Friends of the Earth, two-thirds of
all car journeys in this country are
less than five miles and sitting
inside your car in traffic can be
eight times worse for your health
than if you were walking or
cycling along the same street.
Recent news headlines have
featured the number of towns and
cities which have breached EU
targets for NO2 emissions and

famously last year, one street in Brixton exceeded its
pollution target for the year after just five days. If you are
one of those climate change deniers I referred to earlier and
you are still reading this, no doubt you are looking forward
to March next year when Britain exits the EU. While that will
do nothing to reduce emissions, at least the limits imposed
by those socialist tree huggers in Brussels will no longer be
enforceable.
But there is a simple way to reduce emissions that does not
require the replanting of forests or switching to electric
vehicles – albeit both are noble aims. If cars are the main
cause of carbon emissions, then we simply have to use them
less. Did I say simple? In the heavily urbanised area in which
we live, moving from the car to public transport should be
logical and indeed desirable - but it is anything but.
Since moving to North Somerset just over three years ago I
have a 40-minute drive to get to and from work. Once a week
I make a conscious effort to use public transport instead.
Whether by rail or bus, the journey involves a change in
Bristol. This year I have kept a note of my rail journeys,
usually on a Friday, taking four separate trains. So far this
year, all four have been on time twice. By bus the journey
can sometimes be seamless, literally stepping off one bus at
Bristol Bus Station and on to another. But one cancellation
or heavy delay in the Bristol traffic can turn the journey into
a consequential nightmare. The difference between the
shortest and longest journey is well over an hour. And then
there’s the cost. I have a concessionary bus pass and a rail
card so commuting by public transport only costs me time –
something for which my job affords me a large degree of
flexibility.
It is too easy when driving the car for relatively short
journeys to use the excuse of a lack of alternatives. But it is
almost impossible to argue against it.
How we arrived at this position is a long and no doubt
contentious story. Government privatisation has meant that
today, virtually all bus and rail companies have a
responsibility to their shareholders ahead of their passengers.
It has also absolved central government for responsibility to
invest in the infrastructure needed to move people around on
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or get elected?
this relatively small and densely populated island. When
they do become involved – just look at the dog’s dinner the
(partial) electrification of the Great Western Railway has
been.

“It is too easy when driving cars for
relatively short journeys to use the excuse
of a lack of alternatives. But it is almost
impossible to argue against it.”
At the same time, local councils, supposedly the bodies
responsible for providing bus services, are all struggling to
balance the books while meeting growing needs placed on
them by other sectors of society. One local bus operator
wrote to The Week In’s Letters page to say that by his
estimation, our four local councils were spending less on
local transport then than the Avon authority was 30 years
earlier. Unlike reforestation of the Amazon, it should be
comparatively easy to provide the Bristol area with an
integrated road and rail system that was efficient and
affordable, and I say this in acknowledgement that there are
currently major transport plans either being developed or
as targets in councils’ Local Plans and the emerging
regional joint strategies. But, as the West of England
Combined Authority is finding, such plans do not come
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cheap.
The machinations of government machinery inevitably
dictate that infrastructure developments like railways, trams
or even guided bus or cycle ways require years or even
decades to travel from the drawing board to reality. The
sort of light rail schemes that are being considered for
Bristol and Bath in particular could cost billions rather than
millions on top of the long lead-in times. Over the last 40
years or so, government, both local and central, has skirted
around the bigger issues in favour of more short-term
thinking geared around election cycles. As the IPCC report
is clear, it’s not too late to take action, but it almost is. It’s
time for the naysayers to stop scoffing and dismissing plans
as too expensive.
In 1942, as part of the preparations for the D-Day Landings,
Winston Churchill wrote a memo to the War Office about
constructing the Mulberry Harbours. These were the
concrete casemates which were built in secret and towed
across the Channel behind the invasion force. Titled ‘Piers
for use on beaches’, it ran to five lines and concluded:
“Don’t argue the matter. The difficulties will argue
themselves.”
We need to stop saying something needs to be done about
our traffic problems and actually get on with doing it.
Stephen Rodgers
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Advertising feature

New auto body shop opens
in Longwell Green
A new vehicle body shop has opened in Longwell Green.
Auto Spray Bristol specialises in accident and plastic
repairs and is run by Paul Woodruff and Dan McCann, who
between them have more than 30 years’ main dealer
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experience.
Paul, from Oldland Common and Dan, from Kingswood,
have worked together for many years and had a dream to
one day set up in business together. They decided earlier
this year that the time was right to take
the plunge.
The pair have taken over a unit at The
Coach Works in Kingsfield Lane
which had previously been used as a
car body repair place. They have
gutted and refurbished the premises
from front to back, given the spray
booth a full renovation and created a
reception area and office. The business
was officially launched on Saturday.
Paul says their skills complement each
other, with him specialising in paint
spraying and Dan doing the
bodywork.
Auto Spray Bristol aims to offer a
friendly service. Opening hours are
Monday to Friday 8am to 5pm and on
Saturdays from 8am to noon.
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Ofsted says things are
improving at Hanham
Woods Academy
Ofsted inspectors’ latest report on Hanham
Woods Academy says there is a “relentless
focus” on improving the quality of teaching
and learning across the school.
The monitoring report, published last week,
found leaders and managers are taking effective
action towards the removal of special measures,
their improvement plans are fit for purpose, and
the school is now allowed to appoint newly
qualified teachers.
Last October the school, which is part of the
Cabot Learning Federation, was rated Inadequate
in all key areas - effectiveness of leadership and
management; quality of teaching, learning and assessment;
personal development, behaviour and welfare; and outcome
for pupils.
The latest report says there have been significant changes in
staffing since the last visit in May, including the addition of
an assistant headteacher and a new head of maths: “The
leadership team now have the capacity to address the issues
highlighted when the school was deemed to require special
measures in October 2017. The senior team have a relentless
focus on improving the quality of teaching and learning
across the school. Their restless energy has proved infectious
and staff morale is high.”
Key findings include:
• Leaders are focused on addressing low standards of literacy.
However, there is not yet consistency across all subjects.
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• The most able pupils are now being challenged more
regularly in many, but not all, subjects.
• Leaders have been successful in improving outcomes for
disadvantaged pupils.
• The number of pupils excluded from school has dropped
significantly. This is largely because teachers are very
consistent in the way they manage behaviour.
• Pupils are beginning to take more pride in their work and
their achievements at school.
• Leaders’ efforts to improve attendance have not been
successful so far. Attendance is broadly similar to that at the
time of the inspection in 2017 but leaders are prioritising
improvement in attendance this term.
• Pupils achieved better results in 2018 GCSEs than in
previous years. This is the result of improvements in the
quality of teaching and a range of effective interventions, but
outcomes still remain below the national average.

Touching play returns
to ‘Thankful Village’
Chelwood in the Chew Valley is one of the country’s few
‘Thankful Villages’, so named because all the men who
went to fight in World War One returned alive.
Badapple Theatre Company are returning to Chelwood
Village Hall this weekend with their production of ‘The
Thankful Village’ as part of a special final tour to mark the
100th anniversary of the end of the war. Those who saw
the first performance in 2016 were moved to tears and
laughter by Kate Bramley’s comic and musical drama that
shows the stories of the women during the war.
This new production, which features Zoe Land, Sarah
Raine and Frances Tither, follows the lives of three women
from the same rural household - above and below stairs through the long years of The Great War, left behind to
cope as their men march off to Flanders. Each one faces up
to the challenges in her own way as the years pass by and
they wait anxiously for news of loved ones far away. They
cannot know that their village will end the war as one of a
very few similar communities for which fate reserved a
special place in history.
The Thankful Village will be staged at Chelwood Village
Hall on Sunday (21st) at 7.30pm. Tickets are £12, £10 for
concessions and £6 for under 16s, and are available from
Stephen
Meale
on
01761
490002
or
at
www.badappletheatre.com

Pumpkin fun in Page Park
The Friends of Page Park in Staple Hill are holding another
Pumpkin Patch event following the success of last year’s
family event. The date is Saturday 27th October from 11am
to 3.30pm. There will be lots of things going on, including
games, stalls, face painting, story time, cake decorating, a
carved pumpkin competition, fancy dress competition,
Thriller dancing and children’s rides.
The event is being supported by Tesco Staple Hill.
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Chaos as driver
shortage leads to
cancelled services

Luke Hall MP, Cllr Ben Stokes, Cllr Marian Gilpin, local residents Tom Howell and
Richard Gilpin, and South Gloucestershire Council leader Toby Savage

Breath of fresh air
after complaints
about odours
MP Luke Hall has welcomed news that
action has been taken to eradicate
unpleasant odours which have been
plaguing the Emersons Green, Lyde Green
and Westerleigh area for a long time.
Over the last few months the situation has
worsened and after liaising with the
community, Mr Hall recently contacted South
Gloucestershire Council and the Environment
Agency to establish what more was being done
to address the problem. At the Tulip abattoir at
Westerleigh, Wessex Water has rerouted a
sewer so that it bypasses Westerleigh Village.
The sewer had previously passed directly
through the village, carrying the factory’s
effluent, but this has now been diverted. Tulip
has also improved the site’s ventilation and
filtration system. The other site believed to be
a possible origin was the Shortwood landfill

site where, as we reported in Issue 545, landfill
operator Enovert has now upgraded its landfill
gas extraction system.
Mr Hall said: said: “First and foremost, I would
thank everybody at Tulip Ltd and Enovert who
have cooperated with the Environment Agency
to deliver these important improvements.”
“I know how unpleasant this time has been for
the community and I am grateful for all the
attention this matter has received. I hope this
action will begin to relieve the issues we have
been experiencing.”
Local councillors Ben Stokes and Steve Reade
said they were also pleased to hear that the
long-standing annoyance is being resolved.
The Environment Agency has confirmed that it
will be undertaking further investigations and
Mr Hall assured the community he would
continue to monitor the situation.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Problems caused by a
shortage of First bus drivers
are expected to continue for
several weeks.
First’s managing director
James Freeman is drafting in
drivers from other areas and
has apologised to passengers,
saying he appreciates the real
inconvenience being caused.
Among the services in the
Bristol and Bath area that
have been affected by
problems
including
overcrowding, late and
cancelled services are the
South Glos Lynx network, the
39, the 19, the 376 and
university buses.
The temporary closure of
Bristol Parkway railway
station for electrification work
has also added pressure to the
bus network - and that is set to
intensify between Saturday
27th October and Sunday 18th
November when extra tracks
are laid at Filton Bank which
will mean replacement buses
running between Temple
Meads
and
Bristol
Parkway/Severn Beach.
In an interview last Thursday,
Mr Freeman said: “The fact is
we don’t have enough bus
drivers. We’ve been working
very hard to change that
situation. There are long-term
and short-term things that we
can do, and the short-term
things are what we have been
busying ourselves with, that

James Freeman

is, getting drivers in from
other places to drive our buses
and get them on the roads.
“That is not something that
happens overnight because
even when we have the
individuals, they then have to
work out where routes are and
what they are doing and get
themselves organised, but we
are way ahead of where we
were a couple of weeks ago.”
Mr Freeman, who has a PCV

licence and even got behind
the wheel of a bus himself
recently to understand the
pressures, said it would be a
few weeks before things get
back to normal.

Family
Announcements
Bereavement

Litter pickers to
target main roads
Keynsham Wombles’ next litter pick will be on Saturday
(20th October) from 10am to noon.
The litter pickers will be tackling the approach roads into
Keynsham - the A4 from Pixash Lane, the Wellsway,
Charlton Road, Bristol Road and Keynsham Road.
For safety they will only be able to work where there are
pavements.
Email womble@transitionkeynsham.org if you are able to
take part or find out more on their Facebook page.
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Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Chimney Sweeps

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Home
Maintenance

Electrical

Aerials

IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths
Health & Fitness

Carpet Cleaning

Appliances

Logs
Home
Maintenance

Architectural
Services

Carpet Fitters

Events
Guttering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Oven Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Plumbers

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

An advert
like this costs

Plumbers

£20.00

Tile Services

+ VAT

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

TVs

Pet Services

per insert

1 week = £20

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
Windows & Doors

26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Plastering

Skip Hire

Venue Hire

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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