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Building firm fined for unlicensed asbestos work
A building firm has admitted that people were exposed
to harmful asbestos during work to turn the Cherry Tree
pub in Oldland Common into apartments.
Bristol Magistrates’ Court heard how, during July of

last year, a project was undertaken to refurbish the pub
into eight homes. TW Parker (Building &
Groundworks) Ltd was commissioned to conduct the
works.

A survey of the site on 13th July found waste materials,
including asbestos insulation board, were left lying
outside the building. Asbestos-containing materials,
which would require a licence to remove, were also
found to be present amongst the debris and in the
building structure.
Continued on page 3
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Building firm fined for
unlicensed asbestos work
Continued from page 1
An investigation by the Health and
Safety Executive (HSE) found the
removal work was initiated under the
control of TW Parker (Building &
Groundworks) Ltd and was done prior
to the refurbishment survey.
Mr Parker had been advised that
a refurbishment survey was to
be undertaken before works commenced.
He failed to request information from
the client with regards to the potential
presence of asbestos containing
materials, despite some material being
marked as containing asbestos, and
failed to use a licensed contractor to
undertake the removal works.
TW Parker (Building & Groundworks)
Ltd of Hicks Common Road,
Winterbourne, last week pleaded guilty
to breaching Control of Asbestos

Regulations 2012 and was fined £7,000
and ordered to pay costs of £1,264.60.
Speaking after the hearing, HSE
inspector Ian Whittles said: “The
dangers associated with asbestos are
well-known and a wealth of advice and
guidance is freely available from the
HSE website.

“Companies should be aware that HSE
will not hesitate to take appropriate
enforcement action against those that
fall below the required standards.”
Work on the development - known as
Cherry Tree Court – is now finished
and some of the homes are now
occupied.

Road closure advertised
in error sparks alarm
Concerned readers got in touch with
The Week In after information was
posted on the Travelwest website last
week, saying that the A431 would be
closed at Swineford for two months as
of Monday (1st October).
As part of a £3.35m Government
funded scheme to improve drainage
and flood protection systems in South
Gloucestershire, works have been
going on around the Swineford area for
some months and the council said back
in June that work on the main road
through the village would be required
later in the year, but no major
disruption was anticipated.
So the announcement last week that the
road was going to be shut until 30th
November sparked concern about
access for residents and what it would
mean for motorists and bus users.
After we asked the council what was
going on, a spokesperson told us last
Friday: “The Challenge Fund drainage
work on A431 Bath Road, Swineford,
will not be starting on Monday 1st
October as stated on the Travelwest
website. This work is now expected to
begin in mid-late October and we are

exploring carrying the work out under
temporary signal controlled traffic
management, rather than a full
closure.”
“We apologise for the incorrect
information featured on the Travelwest
website. Early on in the drainage
project, we booked a series of closures
to prepare for worst case scenarios. We
now have the full survey reports and
have identified areas where we can
carry out this work with less
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Latest traffic
projects in
South Glos

A new zebra crossing has been installed to reduce
pedestrian accidents in Oldland Common.
A history of pedestrians being injured crossing West
Street near its junction with High Street led to the
scheme. The crossing has been installed on West Street
and the nearby bus stop, which would have partially
blocked visibility of the crossing, has been relocated.
Meanwhile a 20mph speed limit around Barley Close
School at Mangotsfield is nearing completion. The
council has committed to installing either formal or
advisory 20mph speed limits outside all schools in the
district and there are just a small number left to be
completed.
The third project, which is under way, is for improved
facilities for bus users on the A38 in the Alveston area.
Cabinet Member responsible for Transport Colin Hunt
said this week: “We are continually working to maintain
and improve our local roads for all users, and it’s great
to see these schemes nearing completion.”

Colin Hunt at the new
crossing in Oldland Common

inconvenience caused to road users.”
Challenge Fund drainage works have
been taking place in Bitton on Bath
Road and Cherry Garden Road since
July. The council had forewarned
residents and motorists that there might
be road closures involving long
detours, but the work has actually been
managed by traffic lights, with the slip
road that links the two routes (near the
roundabout) the only section that has
seen temporary closure.
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Planning inspector
backs developers over
homes on pub site
Developers whose plans to knock down
The Shant pub in Kingswood and build
10 houses on the site were turned down
by South Gloucestershire Council have
won their appeal.
The former Enterprise pub in Crown Road
closed its doors in April 2017 and The
Shant Building Company subsequently
submitted plans to demolish the building
and build 10 three-bed semi-detached
homes with parking and gardens.
There were 12 objections, with concerns
including the loss of an attractive 100-yearold pub and worries about highway safety
and parking. There were also five
supporters who highlighted that there are
other pubs nearby, that The Shant had
become a hotspot for anti-social behaviour,
and that the proposed housing is in keeping
with the area.
Council planners were not unduly
concerned about the loss of the pub but felt
the proposals do not make good or efficient
use of the site, and that a more efficient
scheme could be provided with a greater
number of units to bring a better mix of
housing type.
However, a planning inspector appointed
by the Secretary of State has now found in
favour of the developers and allowed their

appeal.
The inspector said: “Given the roughly
triangular shape of the site, it seems to me
that the proposed scheme, along with the
indicative layout and suggested house type,
strikes a reasonable balance between
respecting the prevailing character of the
area, with six two-storey houses fronting
the road, whilst acknowledging the need to
make effective use of the land by
accommodating four dwellings to the rear.”
He said the council’s sketched plan of an
alternative scheme, suggesting it may be
possible to include more homes by
introducing a three-storey building with
three one-bed apartments near the existing
pub, and for one of the proposed five semidetached units to the north to be converted
to provide four more apartments, “appears
more demonstrably at odds with the pattern
of development in the area compared with
the appeal proposal”.
The inspector also said that as the council
cannot demonstrate a five-year housing
land supply, the development plan policies
which are most important for determining
the application are out of date.
He added that an affordable housing
contribution is not necessary in this
particular case.
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Have your say on the future of woodland
The Fox and Hounds Lane Action Group
(FAHLAG) is holding a public meeting at
The Space at 7pm on Monday 8th October
to discuss the future of a small area of
abandoned woodland in Keynsham.
As we reported earlier this year (Issue 522,
25th April and Issue 524, 9th May) the
B&NES Council-owned land at Fox and
Hounds Lane was listed for sale by auction
but subsequently withdrawn following
pressure from local residents and Keynsham
Town Council.
The land, which has been neglected for a
number of years and in need of remedial
work, was taken off the market for a period
of six months to allow local people to come
up with a plan for its future use.
Margaret Maxwell, one of the founders of
FAHLAG, told us that the people of
Keynsham now have a unique opportunity to
preserve the land for future generations:
“Much of the land surrounding Keynsham is
being swallowed up by new housing
development, so people increasingly value
these incidental green spaces. This little area
of woodland provides a haven for small
animals, wild plants and invertebrates; it has
the potential to provide a useful educational
resource for local schools and a unique place

for people to enjoy their natural
surroundings, close to the town centre.”
FAHLAG is steadily gaining support from
across the town and has already attracted
people with a good range of practical and
other skills to take the project forward.
However, FAHLAG chairman Andy Wait
hopes that more people will join the group,
either as ‘Friends’ or perhaps volunteering
some of their spare time and skills.
He added: “We also want to demonstrate to
B&NES the level of support that exists
within the community to save the land,
particularly if we are to persuade the council
not to put it back on the market in the near
future.”
Group treasurer Hal MacFie stressed
however that transforming the land into a
nature reserve comes at a price: “The
decades of neglect that have allowed the
trees to flourish also mean that a significant
amount of work is now needed to make it
safe for people to visit.
“B&NES has agreed to do essential work to
boundary trees, but further work will be
required to stabilise boundary walls,
remove unhealthy or unstable trees and
selectively clear the interior.” He hopes that
much of the restoration work can be done by
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Margaret Maxwell, Andy Wait & Hal MacFie

volunteers but the group will also be
exploring fund-raising opportunities as they
arise.
FAHLAG now wants to hear what local

people think about its ideas for the land and
have their say on its future. For more
information about the project email
fahlag18@gmail.com
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Rise in violent crimes in
Keynsham area but ASB falls
Despite some high-profile incidents of vandalism and
anti-social behaviour (ASB) in the Keynsham area in
recent weeks, comparison figures from the police show
that in the main there has been a drop in crime.
The figures comparing crime from mid-July to 20th
September with the same period last year were presented to
the Keynsham Area Forum last Tuesday night. They cover
Keynsham and Saltford and the surrounding villages of
Farmborough, Marksbury, Corston, Queen Charlton,
Compton Dando, Burnett and Woollard.
Incidents of violent crime against the person went up from
81 to 95 and the number of arson attacks rose from one to
three. But other crimes were down.
• ASB incidents fell from 304 to 207
• Theft/handling was down from 55 to 34
• Burglaries went down from 31 to 18
• Criminal damage dropped from 51 to 45
• Robberies fell from 3 to 2
• Drug offences were down from 17 to 10
On the rise in violence, the police report says: “This category
includes a large number of offences from low-level public
order offences (shouting and swearing) to physical assaults.
The offences primarily
cover issues such as
arguments
between
children, neighbourhood
issues, ASB, domestic
incidents and road rage
incidents. We have seen a
16% increase since last
year. There is no other
explanation other than a
greater number of people
Sue Mountstevens
now reside in the

The bandstand has been attacked again

Keynsham area so in turn more offences are reported.”
On ASB, the report says: “There have been some reports of
anti-social behaviour in the Keynsham area, mainly around
Tintagel Close, The Meadows estate, Queens Road, Market
Walk, High Street, Rock Road and the Memorial Park. ASBrelated issues are mainly caused by a group that we are
currently issuing Acceptable Behaviour Contracts on an
individual basis. Also we are liaising with Curo housing
association regarding linking consequences of the children’s
bad behaviour in the community to tenancies.”
The report adds that there have been ASB-related arson
offences including a bin fire and destruction of play
equipment and on the bandstand in Memorial Park.
In summary the police say: “We are working hard to maintain

Charity match clarification
The date of the charity football match at Oldland
Abbotonians Football Club which we featured in last
week’s paper is this Sunday (7th October).
The family of Des Beresford, who has pancreatic cancer,

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd October 2018

are taking on a team of ex-Bristol Rovers and Bristol City
players managed by the former England and Tottenham
star Ledley King to raise money for St David’s Hospice in
Newport. The day starts at 11am and kick-off is at noon.

a visible police presence in Keynsham and surrounding areas.
We continue to encourage members of the public to contact
the police to report any suspicious activity. We rely on
intelligence and information from those around us to assist
in keeping our communities. With the change in weather and
the clocks due to back, please think again about security.
With the darker evenings brings greater opportunity for
crime, please ensure garages and other outbuildings are
secure and doors and windows locked.”
The chair of the forum Cllr Alan Hales urged people not to
be reluctant to send emails to Keynsham’s MP Jacob ReesMogg lobbying for more funding for the police.
His call was echoed by Avon & Somerset Police & Crime
Commissioner Sue Mountstevens who was at the meeting.
Since 2012 austerity measures mean she has had to make
£80m savings and lost 655 police officers. A further £16m of
savings still need to be made. By raising the police part of
the council tax precept 300 new officers will be recruited
over the next 12 to 18 months.
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Kingswood woman crowned
Miss Great Britain
A Kingswood woman is celebrating
after winning the Miss Great Britain
crown – at the third attempt.

Kobi-Jean Cole
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Kobi-Jean Cole won the title of Miss
Bristol to qualify for the national final
which was held at the Athena venue in
Leicester on 14th September. And there
she beat off competition from around 50
other girls from across the UK to clinch
the title of Miss Great Britain 2018/19.
The Week In caught up with Kobi-Jean,
who now has a busy year ahead, including
preparing for the Miss Tourism World
contest which she has automatically
qualified to enter having won the British
title.
The 23-year-old grew up in Kingswood
and went to Two Mile Hill Primary School
and John Cabot Academy, before studying
media, film and performing arts at North
Bristol Post 16 Centre.
She first won Miss Bristol in 2015 after
encouragement from her nan Pauline
Connor, from Hanham, and took the title
again in 2016. On both occasions she went
on to finish in the top five at Miss Great
Britain.

Kobi-Jean then took a year off from
beauty pageants and travelled around the
Far East and Australia with a friend.
Qualifying for Miss Great Britain again
this year, having won the Miss Bristol title
for the third time, she finally walked away
with the national crown.
Kobi-Jean says the contest is much more
than just a beauty pageant and that she
does not feel she was the prettiest girl on
the stage at the Athena last month.
She says winning the national title is a
once-in-a-lifetime opportunity to have a
platform for people to hear her voice about
anti-bullying which is a cause that is close
to her heart.
Kobi-Jean is the youngest of four sisters
and says the others – Sacha, Charlene and
Katie – are all very proud of her, as is her
whole family.
She thanks her sponsors - Warmley-based
Shield Environmental Services - and Dollz
Boutique in Kingswood who did her hair
and make-up.

Credit: Jin Rathod Imagery
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New home for
Keynsham
Badminton Club
Due to the refurbishment works at Keynsham Leisure
Centre, Keynsham Badminton Club have had to relocate
and are now playing in fantastic new facilities at Oldfield
School, Bath.
The friendly club of reasonable playing standard enter
teams in the Bristol and Mid-Glos badminton leagues.
They say their new home gives them more court space
than before so they would love to see some new faces.
Club night is Monday from 7.30 to 10pm. For more
information visit www.keynshambadmintonclub.co.uk

Nursery gets
glowing report
from Ofsted

Buckingham Gardens Day Nursery in Downend has been
rated as Good by the education watchdog Ofsted.
The nursery, which was registered last year and has 121
children on the roll, was inspected in early September and
the report was published last week.
Inspector Dominique Allotey said leaders show a strong
commitment to building continually on the good quality
of care and learning they provide for children.
Staff plan a stimulating range of outdoor opportunities
for youngsters in the attractive garden, which motivates
children of all ages in their learning, particularly those
who prefer to learn outdoors.
They keep parents well informed about their child's
progress and work with them to meet individual care
needs. Children have good social skills and make good
progress in all areas of learning. They demonstrate
positive attitudes to learning that help prepare them for
starting school.

Club’s expansion
finding favour but some
say survey is skewed
A consultation into Hanham football
club AEK-BOCO’s expansion plans
so far shows only a minority of
people are against the proposals, says
South Gloucestershire Council.
A drop-in session for people to find out
more the plans was held at Longwell
Green Community Centre last Tuesday.
Several senior council officers attended
and they said that the “overwhelming”
response from 250 completed surveys
they had already received show people
are either in support or neutral about the
scheme.
The council has been formally
approached by AEK Boco Football
Club, as landlord of the Greenbank
playing fields, to give landlord’s
permission to apply for planning
consent for proposals including
installing up to eight 15-metre
high floodlight masts around the
main pitch, plus two covered spectator
areas.
This week residents whose homes back
on to the field told us that the
consultation exercise is skewed as the
council had sent out a postal survey,
which is also available to complete
online, to residents living within a very
wide area - 600 metres - of the site.
One said: “When the questionnaire
went out to such a wide area and the

for the planning application which the
club withdrew in March 2016 so that
they could work with the council to
come up with better guidelines for
football clubs which licence land.
A Freedom of Information request to
get communications between the
council and AEK-BOCO over the last
year two years released has been
submitted by residents living close to
the ground.
The consultation is open until this
Friday (5th October) – visit www.
southglos.gov.uk/Greenbank18

SUNDAY CHEMISTS

Sudoku
1-Easy

answer to every question gives the first
option as being a positive or no effect
impact, then there is obviously going to
be a big distortion. It is the people who
actually live here who know what goes
on and how it would impact them and
their families. The 77 new homes
(being built next door to the ground by
Bellway) would double those
impacted.”
They added that the public meeting
held in March of this year showed a
clear rejection of the proposals, and
there are plenty of objections recorded

Sunday 7th October

2 -Hard

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green
(10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, BS31 2BH
(10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington (10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway
(11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Well done Saltford!

Dear Sir
Congratulations Saltford!
What was just a dream 12 months
ago has become a reality. The
library and Post Office in
Saltford were both closing and
the idea was that perhaps they
could be combined in one
location.
Now, thanks to a dedicated band
of volunteers this has been
achieved, not without its moment
of frustration, anxiety and I am
sure a few tears!
The whole village got behind this
project which enabled it to
happen. It id something that
Saltford can be very proud of and
something that other villages
threatened with the same
prospect should take note of.
Well done.
Julia Chandler

Much social housing
needs improvement

Dear Mr Rodgers
In 1997 the Decent Homes
Standard was a Government
guideline to improve 2.2 million
homes that were non-decent.
Safety and reasonable standards
of affordable heating and
insulation.
It's a sad fact, many of the social
housing estates like Tintagel in
Keynsham (Issue 544), and there
are more in the city of Bath, need
improvement. The design could
be improved with better housing
design, and the protection of
CCTV. The use of CCTV is
common in the private sector.
I would question the speed of
Curo, and the repairs they seem
to struggle with. Perhaps lack of
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staff and overload is the answer.
I believe some estates should be
rebuilt
with
a
better
understanding of how breaking
any agreement listed in your
tenancy agreement could mean
the end of your home. More
support for families struggling.
To sum up, social housing is
needed, as buying a home of your
own is not within the reach of
many of us. I would add not
affordable housing, something
invented as a totally different
option.
Tintagel hardly looks safe for
tenants to live in.
Helen Dudden

The pros and cons of
20mph zones

Dear Editor
I find the letter from C Mitch in
Issue 544 somewhat sanctimonious towards the lady that
complained about some 20mph
zones in the previous issue.
My view, and that of most people
I have discussed this with, is the
introduction of 20mph zones is
generally a good thing when used
on roads for which they were
designed for, i.e. inner housing
estates where young children
might be playing on the street,
and around schools.
However, the imposition of
20mph zones on major arterial
routes, such as the Wellsway in
Keynsham and the A420 into
Bristol, is typical poor traffic
management by our councils.
Let’s face it, our councils seem to
only understand one aspect of
traffic management and that is
how to slow it down. They never
seem to consider how to improve

traffic flow (and hence reduce
pollution).
I would suggest that having
20mph zones on busy arterial
roads actually tends to cause
more accidents because of the
close bunching of cars it results
in. It certainly causes much more
pollution due to the restricted
traffic flow and extra congestion
that results, and through cars
being driven in a lower gear to
stick to 20mph, rather than
30mph when the roads are clear
enough to allow that.
Graham
Longwell Green

Time for change in
South Glos

Dear The Week In
The primary role of local
councillors is “representing their
ward and the people who live in
it”.
Every single councillor in South
Gloucestershire belongs to the
Tories, Labour or the Lib Dems,
despite one in 10 votes in the
2015 local elections going to
other parties, and each councillor
toes their party lines instead of
representing the views of the
residents who elected them.
Disproportionate representation
is worse in some wards than
others. An extreme example is
seen in Hanham, where all three
councillors are Conservative
despite them only receiving 42%
of the vote in the last local
elections.
When you also consider that
councillors in the UK are 67%
male and 97% white, with an
average age of 60.2, the
representation issue is clear. The

need for change is compounded
by
the
disproportionately
dominant Tories forcing through
unnecessary budget cuts that are
decimating the council and its
services. Local crime rates are
ballooning, our green spaces are
degrading, public transport is
ever more hopeless, and our local
libraries are a desperate and
dying breed.
A national campaign for a fairer
and more democratic voting
system is gathering pace, but
until then our best hope is the
local elections in May 2019 - an
exciting chance to deliver some
much-needed change to South
Glos Council.
Joseph Evans
South Glos Green Party

Gas holders at K2

Dear Sir
I must thank D James for his
response last month to my letter
regarding gas holders at K2 site
in Keynsham (August 22nd).
This is how the gas holders text
ended up under the K2 section of
the committee meeting minutes
in 2013. Someone must have
deleted sections of the text, thus
moving the remaining text up to
the K2 heading.
I am still questioning what text
was removed and why sections
were not included in this
document. I believe these
sections might be:
The rest of K2
Somerdale
Wellsway Sports Centre
Temporary works
Permanent works
Park & Ride
CCTV

South Road car park, Midsomer
Norton
MOD sites
All of these items feature on the
agenda for the meeting but not in
the minutes. This work is very
slapdash as they haven’t
repositioned the headings. It is a
criminal offence to remove or
falsify public documents under
Section 4 of the Fraud Act 2006.
After obtaining the original
signed document of the Housing
and Major Project Policy
Development and Scrutiny Panel
(22nd January 2013 minutes) the
signature does not match the two
previous or the one subsequent of
the committee chair – Councillor
Eleanor Jackson. A few weeks
ago I went to see Cllr Jackson at
one of her Radstock surgeries and
asked her why this signature of
the minutes was different. At first
she appeared confused but would
neither confirm or deny that this
was her signature. She went on
the say she sometimes signs off
documents in different ways.
No matter what position you hold
within the council, there is no
excuse for covering up breaches
of your own code of conduct and
the falsifying of documents is
criminal.
P. Marlowe
This is an alias I am using to
protect my identity but The Week
In has my full name and address

Concern about trees

Dear Sir
We read with interest your article
last week regarding future
developments at The Chocolate
Quarter. Both family and friends
have bought houses on this
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LETTERS
development and we all enjoy the
wonderful avenue of chestnut
trees as you enter the
development.
These have been badly neglected
over the years by Cadbury and
Kraft. As we have just had a very
hot and dry summer and there is
currently a deep drainage project
being undertaken adjacent to the
trees, we hope there is a plan in
place for these trees to be pruned
before a bough breaks off and
injures or kills someone. We look
forward to any comments from
those responsible with interest.
Mr & Mrs Starr, Hanham

Please support our
community centre

Dear Becky
At the Warmley Community
Centre management meeting on
Monday 24th September the
Extraordinary General Meeting
(held on 19th Sept) was
discussed and the committee
were grateful for the positive
response from our members and
the
community,
including
suggestions on the way forward
to improve the Centre’s finances.
Firstly we would like to thank
everyone who attended the

meeting and hope that all present
understood how the Centre
operates
and
its
strong
community values.
The EGM was called as many
members and people in the
community requested answers to
questions being asked within
Warmley. Hopefully the meeting
achieved this.
The Centre Management are
confident that if the financial plan
agreed at the Annual General
Meeting is put into action, the
Community Centre will continue
to serve the community for
another 71 years and more.
The Centre again thank everyone
for their support. Please continue
to support the Centre and its
events, details of which can be
found on the Centre’s Facebook
page, website and noticeboards.
Trustee Board, Warmley War
Memorial Hall & Community
Centre

Leaving Europe is
not the will of the
people

Dear Stephen
As we stumble even closer to the
possible disaster of a No Deal
Brexit, can we knock on the head
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a reason that is given by Leavers
and
Remainers
alike
to
implement a departure from
Europe.
We are told that we have to
honour the will of the people.
This is a blatant lie as it is not the
will of the people but the will of
those who voted – two vastly
different matters. Whilst the
result of the referendum was
51.9% to leave and 48.1% to
remain, this was on a turnout of
72%. This means that 37% of the
electorate registered to vote voted
to leave whilst 63% did not.
They either voted to remain or for
differing reasons did not vote. Put
another way, of the 46.5 million
people on the register at the time
of the referendum, 17.4 million
voted to leave whilst the
remaining 29.1 million did not
vote to leave.
These figures hardly suggest that
to leave Europe is the will of the
British people.
Mike Barrow
Keynsham

Why mural must be
removed

Dear Editor
I write regarding the so-called

mural on the wall of a Hanham
salon, featured in Issue 544.
I am in total agreement with the
comments
by
South
Gloucestershire Council planning
officers and Hanham Parish
Council about this eyesore.
It is totally out of character with
the village feel of Hanham High
Street, and has ruined the old
stonework, which is a work of art
in itself.
It does indeed have a harmful
impact on Hanham and must be
removed.
Hanham High Street has its own
distinctive character, with its old
buildings. It doesn't need to be
turned into another spraypainted, run-down 'Bristol-type'
district.
There is certainly nothing
individual about this mural;
much of Bristol, along with other
cities, are covered in this type of
ugly paint work. We don't need it
in places like Hanham.
The owner may have some small
support on social media, but there
are some of us left, who
thankfully, still live in the real
world.
I
sincerely
hope
South
Gloucestershire Council stick to

their guns and get the owner of
this establishment to remove this
painted mess from the natural
stone wall of this building.
M Bridges

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest.
We aim to produce a balanced and
accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our
readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in
full but reserve the right to shorten
or clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep
letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the
name and district where you live
will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later
than 9.00am on the Monday
of each week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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Mobile speed
camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where
you can expect to see police mobile speed
cameras this week (starting 1st October).

Glyn Wilkins & the Clover Maintenance team celebrate their success

Prestigious award for
Keynsham firm Clover
Keynsham-based Clover Maintenance
has just been announced the Regional
Contractor of the Year by loss adjusters
Crawford.
To the man in the street, the name may not
mean much but Crawford is a global
organisation and one of the largest loss
adjusters in the UK.
Clover Maintenance has worked with the
firm for more than two decades and covers
repairs and restoration work as part of
insurance claims throughout the whole of
the South West. Given the nature of
Crawford’s business, Clover is involved in
many high-value claims and the staff are

often working in important and prestigious
locations.
According to Managing Director Glyn
Wilkins, the award from Crawford is
recognition of the workmanship and
professional conduct of the Clover staff who
are sent in to carry out repairs. “Crawford
have based their choice heavily of feedback
from their customers after the work has been
completed and dealing with high net worth
claims has become something of our
speciality. All the staff have been really
boosted by the recognition and we’ve been
inspired to push on to achieve the national
contractor of the year award.”

Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Albert Road, Chandag
Road, Charlton Road, Charlton Park, the
Wellsway and Queens Road; in Saltford on
the A4 Bath Road and Norman Road; on
the A431 Kelston Road; on the A37 at
Pensford Hill and on the A39 at Marksbury
and Farmborough.
South Gloucestershire:
On the A420 at Wick and Warmley; on the
A431 Bath Road at Bitton and Swineford;

in Longwell Green on Court Farm Road;
in Oldland Common on Mill Lane; on the
B4465 near Shortwood Hill; in Kingswood
on Court Road and Tenniscourt Road.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington
Road, Wick Road and Talbot Road; on the
A37 Wells Road at Hengrove and the
A4174 Hengrove Way; in St George on Air
Balloon Road, Nags Head Hill and the
Kingsway; in Fishponds on Thicket
Avenue and Snowdon Road; on
Stockwood Lane; also on Hazelbury Road,
Whitchurch, and at Whitchurch Lane.

Invitation to join
community walk
Cadbury Heath Healthcare and Juice Community Project are organising a 30-minute
gentle walk around the Barrs Court area next Wednesday (10th October) which is World
Mental Health Day.
People are invited to meet at the health centre at 1.30pm. The walk will be suitable for
all ages.
Refreshments will be available.
For more details contact Janice at Juice on 01454 302302.

Crossword
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Slide (7)

1. Ceases (5)

5. Tree sap (5)

2. Asian country (5)

8. Playing card (3)

3. Rumour (7)

9. Elderly unmarried

4. Type of tyre (6)

woman (3,4)

5. Happen again (5)

10. Group of
witches (5)

6. Grassland (7)

11. Chairs (5)

12. Epoch (3)

13. Organise (7)

14. Paper quantity (4)

15. Competent (4)

16. Scottish hillside (4)

17. Sufferer (6)

17. Taxi (7)

19. Reach (6)

18. Rootstock (7)

22. Highest point (4)

20. Lockjaw (7)

7. Cotton fabric (7)

24. Therein (anag.) (7)

21. Anger (3)
26. Sea movements (5) 23. Shell-hole (6)
29. Diadem (5)
25. Sharpened (5)
30. Melodic (7)

27. Postpone (5)

31. Organ of sight (3)

28. Work out (5)

32. Staple food (5)
33. Earmark (7)
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Summer passes without
any illegal invasions
For the first time in years there were no illegal
encampments on Siston Common in front of The
Horseshoe pub over the summer.

The chairman of Siston Parish Council John Hunt credits the in six or seven years there had been no travellers visiting
new bund that was built in March with deterring travellers Siston Common this summer, adding: “There’s got to be a
from setting up camp as they have done in previous years, message in there.”
when unauthorised encampments led to complaints about One resident who had wanted a ditch installed on the
noise, disturbance, intimidation and the costly clear-up common next to the bund asked the parish council why both
a ditch and bund had recently been created by South Glos
operations.
The bund cost £18,000 and the council commissioned the Council on Bridgeyate Common.
work from South Gloucestershire Council. There have been The response was that that scheme was a mixture of
concerns from some residents about the effectiveness of the new and resto-rative work which would help alleviate
bund as it does not have a ditch and has been crumbling.
flooding.
Cllr Hunt told the last parish
council meeting that the hot,
dry weather was to blame for
the state of the bund over the
The next footpath walk organised by climbs.
summer.
Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish Walks are led by Clive Brett who can be
He said seeding had recently
councils is on Sunday 21st October at contacted on 07434 869429 or by email at
taken place and the grass is
2.30pm, meeting by the McBraida factory clive@brett.org.uk
now growing: “It will be a
at Francis Way, Bridgeyate.
The guided walks are open to all ages but
carpet of green within
This
will
be
an
interesting
walk
via
Webbs
those under 16 should be accompanied by
weeks,” he said, adding that
Heath and Siston, including some gentle a responsible adult.
flowers will be planted too.

Guided footpath walk

He said that for the first time
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The taste of Somer

The Week In reviews Somer Dining, the elegant restaurant at Keynsham’s Chocolate Quarter that’s now open for dinner on Friday and
Saturday evenings.
We received a warm welcome from
restaurant manager Bea as we took our
seats in the stylish, relaxed surroundings
at Somer Dining.
Settling down to make our menu choices,
Tracy & Jodie had Pimm’s while I opted for
a gin and tonic. The restaurant was quiet
when we arrived on the Friday evening but
soon began to fill up.
Jodie ordered the charcuterie board – an
impressive display of cured meats,
sourdough and olives for a very reasonable
£5.50. The portion size was so generous she

The pork tenderloin

felt it could almost have been shared and
didn’t eat the sourdough bread as she’d
already had some of the tasty complimentary
bread brought to our table.
While my mushrooms on toasted sourdough
(£4.95) were very nice, I was enviously
eyeing up Tracy’s heritage tomato, basil and
mozzarella (£4.95). She thoroughly enjoyed
the flavours, saying the light and fluffy
mozzarella combined beautifully with the
sweet tomatoes and fresh pesto dressing.
For her main course Tracy opted for the
chicken and ham hock pie with seasonal
vegetables and chicken gravy
(£9.95) which went down a treat;
she found the meat tender and
tasty, and the creamy sauce “just
right” alongside the al dente
carrots and tender stem broccoli.
Jodie had the pork tenderloin with
pork faggot, black pudding, and
colcannon mash, served with
seasonal veg (£12.95). She raved
about the tender pork, despite not
getting the cider flavour in the
cider cream sauce, and declared
the faggot, black pudding and
mash were delicous.
I had the hand-pressed burger and
French fries (£9.95) served with
slaw. Although not as crispy as I
Chicken & ham hock pie
usually like my fries, there were
lots of them, they were tasty and I
polished them off. I loved the
burger
and
thought
the
accompanying
mayo
was
delicious.
Turning our attention to puddings,
Jodie had the coffee crème brûlée
with biscotti (£4.50) and was very
complimentary about the flavour
and the crunchy topping.
Tracy had the chargrilled peach
mille-feuille with nougat parfait
(£4.95) which she said tasted
“amazing”. But I wouldn’t have
swapped my vanilla panna cotta
served with granola, fruit gel and
honeycomb (£4.95). With its
wonderful flavours and combination of textures, it was the
highlight of my meal.
Having enjoyed a range of palatepleasing dishes, all beautifully
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presented, we’d definitely return to Somer
Dining. It’s a very welcome addition to the
local restaurant offer. Somer works with
local producers to create the seasonal menus,
and head chef Gareth Cartledge and his team
have input from Josh Eggleton, chef patron
of the Michelin-starred Pony & Trap at
Chew Magna, and Adrian Kirikmaa, food
development manager at St Monica Trust
which runs The Chocolate Quarter.
Parking is free to all visitors to The
Chocolate Quarter for up to two hours in the

car park at the rear of the building. The
railway station is close by and it’s a 10minute walk from the town centre.
Somer Dining is open for lunch Monday to
Saturday from noon to 3pm, with afternoon
tea also on offer from 3pm to 5pm.
Dinner is served from 6pm to 10pm on
Friday & Saturday only at present, and from
noon to 4pm the restaurant is open for
Sunday roasts.
Becky Feather

: Heritage tomato, basil & mozzarella
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Top medium returns to
Hanham Community Centre
Steve Holbrook, regarded by many as one
of the UK’s top clairvoyant mediums, is
making a return visit to Hanham
Community Centre this month.
His work has taken him to theatres and
hotels around the country, and as far as the
Caribbean and his ability to give messages
of reassurance to people who have lost their
loved ones has been witnessed by thousands
over the years. He says: “It helps them
understand that life continues, just simply in
a different dimension.”
One of Steve’s best friends is the BAFTA
Award-winner Jane MacDonald. Steve met
Jane in a Spiritualist church many years ago
and predicted she would be on BBC TV as
part of a cruise entertainment documentary.
She didn’t believe it, but the year after it
came true, and she was the star of The
Cruise, the first docu-soap, and she had the
biggest selling debut album of all time.
She has dedicated her autobiography to
Steve, calling him her inspiration and guru.
Steve always believed in Jane’s undeniable
talent, as penned in his first autobiography
published 18 years ago.
Steve has written three books - Light in the
Darkness, Out of this World, and Survival,
and all offer an insight into the day-to-day

life of a working medium, Steve’s beliefs on
many areas of Spiritualism, and a
background to Steve’s life.
He has raised tens of thousands of pounds
for charities over the years, £50,000 for his
local hospice in Wakefield, £5,000 for
Macmillan Cancer Support, and the current
total for PACT – a charity that helps
terminally ill children and their parents
across the country – is almost £30,000.
Steve Holbrook will be at Hanham
Community Centre on Sunday 21st October.
Tickets are £17 on 01823 666292, or £18 on
the night. Doors open at 6.45pm for a
7.30pm start.
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Halloween steam
train rides
Visit the Avon Valley Railway at Bitton on
27th and 28th October for a Halloween
steam train ride with a difference.
Get your wands at the ready and help in the
search for the missing magic as you and
your family join the Grand Old School of
Wizardry. This interactive quest sees
colourful and quirky costumed characters on
board and there is a host of entertaining
activities to take part in to complete the
story.
This event is aimed at families with children
aged five and over and each performance
last about two hours. There will be two
shows each day at 11am and 2.45pm and

pre-booking is essential to guarantee your
seats. Tickets cost £10 for adults, £9 for
concessions and £8 for children, available
from www.avonvalleyrailway.org or by
calling the Booking Office on 0117
9325538.
Mark Simmons, Avon Valley Railway’s
commercial and business manager, said:
“This is a new event for us, and the actors
are the same travelling group that perform
our Murder Mystery events during the rest
of the year.
“We're really looking forward to welcoming
them back to Bitton for this new family
adventure.”
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Ramble in aid of
Children in Need

Free concert
Blazing Flame Quintet will be live in store at
Longwell Records in Keynsham on Saturday 6th
October from 1pm.
The band are Steve Day on vocals, Peter Evans
(electric violin), Mark Langford (tenor
saxophone and bass clarinet), Julian Dale on
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double bass and Marco Anderson on drums.
They will be filmed as part of a movie being
made about Longwell Records.
The event is free and will last about one hour.
Check out Blazing Flame Quintet at
www.stevedaywordsandmusic.co.uk

The group Keynsham Walkers are
Welcome are again entering the ramble
organised by BBC Children in Need.
The nature programme Countryfile
spearheads the event, with walks
organised throughout the country and
presenters leading walks at various
locations.
The Keynsham ramble will take place
on Sunday (7th October), starting from
the Memorial Park cafe at 10am. It will
be a four-mile stroll around the beautiful
countryside surrounding the town, and
will be open to everybody including
children and dogs, which must be kept
under control during the entire walk
as the ramble will cross fields that
contain livestock. There will also be
some hilly sections and stiles to clamber
over.

Last year was the first time Keynsham
Walkers are Welcome entered the event
and they were staggered by the
response. More than 100 people joined
in and £740 was raised for the charity,
which made them the eighth highest
contributor in the country.
This year the group aim to do even
better with the help of the public.
If you want to walk you can just turn
up on the day or join the team on the
BBC Children in Need Countryfile
ramble website. Like last year, walkers
can make a donation in a sealed
envelope at the start of the walk, or get
sponsorship from their family and
friends.
To find out more contact Dave on 0786
644 0968, or email wrwkeynsham
@outlook.com
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Focus on
St George
community
The annual St George Community Fair takes place this
Saturday (6th October)
The fair, which showcases lots of local organisations, had
been due to take place at St Aidan’s Church and hall in March
but had to be postponed because of snow and ice.
The fair runs from 11am to 2pm and will be opened by the
Lord Mayor of Bristol Cllr Cleo Lake.
There will be the chance to learn about local history,
environmental groups, St George in Bloom, faith groups,
activities for both young people and seniors, and health,
fitness and sport opportunities. There will be the chance to
buy locally-made produce.
Local councillors and the neighbourhood police will also be
at the fair to which entry is free.
Refreshments will be available in the church hall. The fair
will support the Bourne Family Project based in Kingswood
and St George.

On the arts trail

The Chew Valley Arts Trail runs on Saturday and Sunday
October 13th and 14th.
There will be free entry to 19 venues around the Valley, open
from 10am to 6pm.
Find out more at www.chewvalleyartstrail.co.uk or call
01275 333128.

A taste of Mexico
comes to Keynsham
A new independent Mexican café and bar has opened in
Keynsham High Street.
Owner Kirsty Davenport took over Café Crème in the
summer with plans to turn it into a venue selling Mexican
street food, and after a major refurbishment last month, the
venue has now reopened as Dalia Cocina.
Kirsty, who has worked as a chef herself, has a passion for
Mexican food and had initially planned to run a burrito van,
but thanks to investment from family she has been able to
open the café-bar.
Dalia is Spanish for dahlia – her father’s favourite flower –
and Cocina is Spanish for kitchen.
Friends and family helped her get everything ready for the
opening last Thursday. Authentically colourful, it serves
deliciously fresh Mexican breakfasts, lunches and afternoon
snacks prepared from scratch by chef Andy Jardine.
Good quality ingredients are key, but Kirsty is also keen to
keep value for customers in mind, reflected in the
introductory prices. The temping menu includes burritos
(£6), tacos (£6), nachos (£5 or £8 for a large), quesadilla and
huevos rancheros (both £4.50) while the Mexican classic
chilli con carne/bean chilli, served with lime and coriander
rice, crema and nachos, is £8.
Dalia Cocina, which also serves cakes and coffee, has a large
rear garden with a small play area for children. The café-bar
is currently open from 8am to 6pm Monday to Saturday and
Kirsty is in the process of getting an extended licence so she
can open in the evening and make the most of the lovely
outside space.
The café will also be available for private hire. And as Dalia
Cocina gets established, Kirsty hopes to do outside catering,
including at festivals.

Crafts and gifts
A craft and gift fayre will be held at Farmborough Hall on
Saturday 20th October.
There will be lots of stalls and it will open from 10.30am to
4pm. Refreshments will be available all day.
Admission is £1 (children go free).
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Keynsham company named one
of the ‘Small Biz 100’
A Keynsham woman who only started selling her pet
products last year is celebrating after being selected as a
trail-blazer in the official countdown to Small Business
Saturday which takes place across the UK on 1st
December.
From her home in the town, Julie Francis runs Fur Babies
which produces a range of beautifully crafted handmade pet
products and freshly-baked dog treats.
Small Business Saturday, which is a grassroots, noncommercial campaign, has selected Fur Babies as one of the
UK’s top ‘Small Biz 100’. On each of the 100 days running
up to Small Business Saturday, a small enterprise is being
showcased and Fur Babies’ turn in the spotlight is tomorrow
(Thursday).
The director of Small Business Saturday UK, Michelle
Ovens, said: “The Small Biz 100 showcases the companies
at the heart of the UK’s economy, which we need to support

Julie Francis

SITUATIONS
VACANT

now more than ever.”
Fur Babies was conceived by Julie in the summer of 2017 as
a pet project. What began as a hobby quickly grew and she
soon found that she was getting more job satisfaction from
Fur Babies than from her employment in the public sector,
so she took the leap and in July of this year decided to invest
in Fur Babies full time.
Based from the family home and trading at markets and
events in the Bristol, Bath and surrounding area, Fur Babies
offers a range of custom-made to measure paracord dog
collars and leashes, snuffle mats, toys and accessories, all
handmade. Using upcycled materials, Julie also creates
unique one-off items available exclusively on the stall, where
customers can also find freshly baked, home-made dog treats
made with human-grade ingredients. ‘Big Bacon Bones’ are
a big favourite, as are the peanut butter and banana ‘Mutt
Muffins’.
The name Fur Babies reflects the emotional value placed on
pets. Julie said: “My customers love their pets as children.
Although welfare is a primary concern they like to indulge
their pet and are therefore looking for something special
when purchasing. With the closure of many High Street pet
shops, finding unique, quality products for their pet has
become challenging, with choice limited to the mass
produced, readily available ranges at supermarkets and outof-town pet warehouse stores.
“I love getting to know my customers, both two and fourlegged, and receiving photos of pets enjoying their treats or
wearing their bandanas is incredibly rewarding. One can only

experience this level of retailer/consumer relationship when
you shop small and shop local.”
Julie is relaunching her website to coincide with her turn in
the spotlight tomorrow and will be renaming her dog collar
collection with a Bristol theme - The Ashton, Brunel and
Cabot collars. And she will be donating donation of 10% of
all sales on the day to WAGS, the charity in support of retired
police dogs.
Find out more at www.fur-babies.pet

Can you support
Citizens Advice
South Glos?

Do you want to help the community where you study, live
or work, believe in social justice and want to help change
things for the better?
Citizens Advice South Gloucestershire is looking for
people to lead the charity, help develop services for the
local people who need them and secure the vital resources
needed to go forward.
Experience of using, working in or volunteering with the
service is not essential. People with a wide variety of
skills and a diversity of experiences are sought.
To find out more contact Alan Hemingway on 07785
951000 or email alan.hemingway@southgloscab.org.uk

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Feeling the love in
Hanham High Street

A campaign that brings traders, businesses and
residents together to celebrate Hanham High
Street is really taking off.
The High Street is the heart of the community, with
its diverse collection of independent shops.
Events and initiatives such as the Christmas fair,
packed with stalls, entertainment and activities, have
helped raise the profile of the High Street locally and
across South Gloucestershire. And with an Easter egg
hunt and summer fair earlier this year, and a pumpkin
trail planned for this autumn, the Love Hanham High
Street campaign is a platform to show support for
these initiatives and to celebrate the High Street’s
success.
The Love Hanham High Street campaign’s Facebook
page says: “There are lots of brilliant small,
independent businesses all along our High Street. You
can have a coffee (or something stronger), get your
hair cut, buy a bike, borrow a book, buy a house, have
fun learning something new at workshops and
classes, get some cricket gear, have lunch, go to the
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bank, drop the little ones off at pre-school, have a
beauty treatment, see a dentist, buy groceries, buy
pre-loved, get some legal or financial advice, buy art,
eat cake, see a play, join social groups, get your eyes
tested, buy flowers, arrange a carpet fitting, have
dinner with friends, invest in some DIY products,
have a takeaway, go to the post office, buy party
supplies, see a chiropractor and buy gifts and cards
designed and made here in Bristol.”
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore’s office is based on
the High Street. He said: “I am delighted to support
this initiative to celebrate our amazing local shops
and small businesses. Love Hanham High Street are
doing a fantastic job and I look forward to seeing the
campaign grow as more residents get involved.”
Residents are being encouraged to get involved with
the campaign and show their support by taking
pictures on the High Street or sharing a story about a
local business on social media.
For more information, visit www.facebook.com/
LoveHanhamHighStreet/
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Fuel spillage
following crash
An Avon Fire & Rescue crew from Temple fire station
were called to a collision involving two vehicles in
Staunton Lane in Whitchurch at around 9.20am on
Monday.
A man in his 40s was rescued prior to the arrival of the
fire service and was conscious and breathing.
Firefighters remained on the scene to clear a fuel spillage
using a high-pressure hose reel.
Police and ambulance also attended.
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Keynsham WI report
Keynsham WI members have been
very active during the summer
months. Some took part in an eightweek walking netball course at
Wellsway School. Unfortunately this
was a temporary arrangement until
school term began and they are
hoping to find a new venue and recommence this month.
There was also a taster session of
croquet at Peasedown St John Croquet
Club in August which was attended by
members from other local WI groups
too, followed by an afternoon tea.
The meeting on September 24th was a
presentation from John Thompson from
Freewheelers, also known as the Blood
Bikers.
He told members how he had been a
biker since the age of 18, following in
family tradition. At the age of 28 he
took his advanced motorcycle test
which enabled him to become a Blood
Biker in his spare time.
John is part of the group which covers
the South West of England but is part
of the Nationwide Society of Blood

John Thompson

Bikers. As a charity they provide
support to the emergency services out
of hours (evenings and weekends),
carrying emergency medical supplies.
A major role is to transport blood to the
air ambulance stations at Filton and
Semington.
During 2017, 5,000 calls were made to
them and 78,000 miles covered by the
four bikes in the area. The cost of

running this service is £100,000 per
year and money is raised by
fundraising, donations and Lottery
grants. They are always looking for
volunteers to join them as coordinators, riders or fundraisers.
After the talk members were invited to
see the bike in the car park. A raffle and
book sale were organised to raise
money for this worthwhile cause.
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Environment Agency focuses on
smells from landfill and abattoir
The Environment Agency says
ongoing investigations are taking
place to identify measures to
further reduce the frequency and
intensity of smells released from
the landfill site at Shortwood
Quarry.
The landfill has an environmental
permit, issued by the Environment
Agency, for the disposal of nonhazardous waste.
The site opened in 2007 and takes
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household waste from Bristol and
other South West authorities, as
well as some commercial and
industrial waste.
As we reported in Issue 532, in
May the agency required the
operator Enovert to upgrade its
landfill gas extraction system after
an increase in odour complaints
from people living in the Emersons
Green and Lyde Green areas.
The gas extraction system consists

of a series of wells drilled into the
landfill which collects the
flammable and odourous gases
produced by the landfill and burns
it to produce electricity
The Environment Agency says
Enovert has now completed the
drilling and connection of all the
17 new gas extraction wells to the
existing gas extraction system.
This is in addition to its existing
network of more than 60 gas
collection wells already installed in
the landfill. These new wells are
positioned in and around the
current working area of the landfill
which is the final phase of the
quarry to be landfilled.
The EA said: “The current
planning permission granted by
South Gloucestershire Council for
the landfill site requires it to be
completed by September 2019. As
well as reducing the smell released
by the landfill, gas extracted from
the wells is burnt to generate some
1.3 MW of renewable electricity
which is exported to the National
Grid. The company has also been
required to carry out checks on this

generation plant and associated gas
flare to ensure it is operating
correctly and not an additional
source of odour.
“Ongoing investigations are taking
place to identify other measures
that can be taken to further reduce
frequency and intensity of smells
released from the landfill site.”
The EA revealed it has also been

investigating other activities in the
area which could also give rise to
similar smells.
“As part of these investigations we
have required the abattoir located
just north of the M4 motorway at
Westerleigh to make improvements
to their ventilation system which
should reduce the release of odour
from their operation.”
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Silver band staging concert in
memory of beloved chairman
Crofts End Silver Band in Hanham are
putting on a memorial concert next month
after their chairman Reg Hall passed
away.
He was a much-loved and valued member
and had been ill for a while but his interest
in the band, which was his pride and joy, had
kept him going.

Proceeds from the memorial concert will be
going to his chosen charity, Macmillan
Cancer Support. The concert will be held at
Hanham United Reformed Church in
Tabernacle Road on Saturday 24th
November.at 7pm. Tickets will be on the
door priced £5 which includes refreshments.
Claire Drummond, who is a playing member
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of the band, says although the band gained
some more musicians after a recent appeal,
they are still looking for more players,
including percussionists, and are seeking a
new conductor.
She explained: “Due to relocation we need a
musical director to drive the band forward.
The band has reorganised and recruited
several new players and now we need an
enthusiastic conductor that can take us
forwards.
“Our standard is between a training band and
a fourth section band. We undertake an
active schedule of concerts and community
based events. This could be someone with
experience, or your first conducting role - all
we ask is commitment and drive to help the
band progress.”
Crofts End Silver Band will be performing
at the 11am Remembrance Day service in
Warmley on Sunday 11th November and
also at the Siston 100th anniversary beacon
lighting ceremony that evening.

Some readers would know Reg
through Charlie’s Motorcycles in
Fishponds Road

Other events in their busy schedule in the
run-up to Christmas include carols at Temple
Meads Station in the afternoon on 14th and
21st December.
Contact Claire on 0742 138 6860 to find out
more.
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Exploring the Highlands
Christine Rogers takes the high road to Scotland
Dramatic scenery, horrible history and
wild weather can all be experienced when
visiting the Highlands and Islands of
North West Scotland. However, once the
magic of Glencoe, and the bloody rivalry
between the MacDonalds and Campbells
have sucked you in, it’s too late, you are
already enveloped in a land full of mystery
and savage beauty.

Inverness
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So it was with high hopes we set off at
5.30am with rain lashing down in Bristol.
Thirteen hours later, having briefly stopped
at Gretna Green, we arrived in the garrison
town of Fort William, ready for an evening
meal and Scottish hospitality.
It was not until the following morning, a
good night’s sleep and a peep out of the
window that I realised what a beautiful

setting we were in. The hotel overlooked the
31-mile-long Loch Linnhe which reflected
the green blue mountain tops that surround
the town.
Fort William is a good base from which to
explore much of the Highlands, Ben Nevis
being just around the corner and ‘The Road
to the Isles’ or the A830 leading all the way
to the small coastal town of Mallaig, from
which it is just half an hour ferry ride to the
Isle of Skye.
The Scottish Highlands was the training
ground for Commando Forces during the
Second World War and there is a
commemorative statue of three commandos
scanning the horizon in full kit, on a
mountain hillside close to the village of
Spean Bridge. It is a fitting tribute to the men
who lost their lives and was unveiled by
Queen Elizabeth the Queen Mother in 1952.
Close to it is another memorial garden
dedicated to more recent conflicts involving
the Commandos. Many small individual
memorials have photographs of much-loved
partners and sons accompanied by

photographs of these brave men.
The road to Mallaig is mountainous with
narrow roads. Cars and coaches often stop to
enable easier passage through the terrain.
The North Atlantic coastline is visible as you
approach Mallaig. With the sea to the left and
mountains to the right it is one of the most
spectacular sights I have ever seen. It is then
a short trip to Mallaig and the Isle of Skye.
The Dornie Bridge opened in 1995 and now
connects Skye to Lochalsh on the mainland.
We came back this way before stopping at
the famous Castle Eilean Donnan which has
been used in various films including
Highlander and the James Bond Film The
World is Not Enough when it was the
headquarters for MI6. Its origins date back
to the 900s but it was two men named
Gilchrist and Macrae who between 1913 and
1932 renovated the ruins, creating the
remarkable building fording the loch we see
today. Both men had regimental connections
and John Macrae, a relative, wrote the epic
First World War poem In Flanders Field. The
rooms inside the Castle Keep are as they
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would have been when Macrae and Gilchrist
entertained Highland dignitaries to their
scenic retreat.
The Caledonian Canal stretches from
Corpach in the west to Inverness in the east.
It is 60 miles long, over 20 miles of which is
Loch Ness. Two other large lochs - Loch
Oich and Loch Linnhi - interconnect with 29
canals to form the great water highway
created nearly 200 years ago on the orders of
Prince Albert and Queen Victoria. Thomas
Telford had great input into the project and
many years later it was discovered that the
whole canal was built over a natural fault
line running the entire length of the canal.
Millions of years ago the east side was
connected to Europe and the west to
America. Over time the fault line has meant
the mountains surrounding Loch Ness are
constantly moving albeit very slowly.
Loch Ness is a freshwater lake and is so deep
and cold it is impossible to swim in.
Apparently if you tried it would take two to
four minutes to drown and 25 minutes to sink
to the bottom. It is however extremely

picturesque and well worth a boat trip. An
unexpected treat is to see a trainee RAF
fighter pilot dipping low across the water
before roaring upwards towards the heavens.
We were lucky enough to experience this,
however I did appreciate being warned
beforehand by the boat’s captain.
The lake’s inky black appearance is due to
the sediment from the surrounding
mountains, much of which comprises of
slate. Slate mining used to be prevalent in the
Highlands until the Highland Clearances
brought an end to peasants working the land.
They were driven out by wealthy landlords
between the mid-18th and 19th centuries in
order for the landlords to bring in their own
methods of farming. It is still a bitter pill to
swallow for many of the families’
descendants.
Inverness is the capital of the Highlands and
the River Ness flows through the town into
the Moray Firth. The impressive Inverness
Castle overlooks the river and is now used as
council offices. Over the centuries it was an
area of defences for the town and proved of

Commando monument

great value during the many times the town
was attacked. Shakespeare appreciated the
castle’s dramatic importance by having
Duncan murdered there by Macbeth. Mary
Queen of Scots and her supporters also took
siege of the castle for three days in 1562 and
Oliver Cromwell extended it in 1652. It was
not until 1836 that the red sandstone castle
we see today was built by William Burn.
Now it is a benign building assuring the town
of continuity and security, a far cry from its
bloody past.
To complete our tour of the Highlands we
visited Oban, a relatively new port town built

after Queen Victoria and Prince Albert took
a liking to the area. Before then local people
lived in very poor accommodation more akin
to hovels. However, once royalty took an
interest it was seen as having much more
potential. It is the gateway to the Hebrides
and well worth a visit. It has a museum with
free admission and tells the story of Oban
and its history in the Second World War.
Mayhem between the Campbells and
MacDonalds plays a major part in Highland
history. Even now feuds can break out
between the families and so it is with that in
mind I leave that story to another day.

Skye road bridge
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Erica decides to
quit ... smoking
South Gloucestershire Council’s Cabinet Member for
Housing Delivery and Public Health Erica Williams is
taking part in Stoptober by quitting cigarettes.
Councillor Williams has responsibility for promoting
positive health choices, so this October, Erica is
putting her money where her mouth is and taking part
in Stoptober attempting to give up smoking for good.
Erica said: “The main reason I wanted to be involved
in Stoptober is that with my new portfolio for public
health, I want to be seen to lead the way and hopefully
motivate others to quit. I can then speak from a
position of personal experience, showing that whilst
hard, it is possible to give up for good. I’m getting
sponsored to give up, raising money for the Lullaby
Trust, and the money that I’ll save not buying
cigarettes in the future can be spent on my family.
“I didn’t smoke at all during the pregnancies for my
children and I did manage to quit for a year once
before, but then slipped back into the habit. What’s
different this time is that I really want to quit and I’ll
have a great deal of help behind me.”
Stoptober’s free online Personal Quit Plan helps
smokers find the support that is right for them based
on their level of tobacco dependency and what quitting
support they have previously used. The new, free
online tool, accessed through the Stoptober website,
will help smokers to find the right combination of
support for them – with options including face-to-face
support, nicotine replacement therapies (NRT) like
patches, gum or inhalers, and e-cigarettes – offering a
personalised quit journey.
For more information and tips to help you quit visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/smokefree
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Making strides for charity
in South Gloucestershire
To celebrate this year’s National Fitness Day, people
across South Gloucestershire took part in a BIG Active
Walk to promote healthy lifestyles and raise money for
charity.
The event, which was hosted by the district’s Active Lifestyle
Centres on 26th September, saw staff members Dave Smele
and Jim Rollo lead participants on a route between each of
the region’s five centres – which are located in Bradley
Stoke, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Thornbury and Yate.
Funds raised by the 22-mile charity walk are going to
Macmillan Cancer Support, which supported more than 1.6
million people living with cancer in 2017.
Jim, healthy lifestyle manager at the Active Centres and
assistant manager at Bath City Football Club, said: “We’re
always looking for ways to inspire healthy lifestyles and
encourage members of the public to become more active so
it made sense for us to get the community together, promote
activity and also raise money for a good cause on National
Fitness Day.
“I’d like to thank everyone that took part in the BIG Active
Walk or has donated towards our fundraiser, it was great to
see people taking to the challenge and joining us along the
way – we’re looking forward to organising something for
next year.”
In addition to the BIG Active Walk, a range of activities took
place across the five centres for National Fitness Day,
including free MoT health checks, fitness testing and a
selection of classes.
Mark Crutchley, chief executive of Circadian Trust, which
manages and operates the Active Lifestyle Centre sites in

partnership with South Gloucestershire Council, said:
“Launching the BIG Active Walk on National Fitness Day
provided us with a great opportunity to promote health and
wellbeing - for both members and non-members.
“There were a number of free activities taking place across
the centres this year, with many people embracing new
activities and getting stuck into something they really
enjoyed. I was delighted to walk alongside Dave, Jim and the
rest of our BIG Active Walk participants as they raised
money and made strides for charity and I’d like to thank them
for making this year’s National Fitness Day a resounding
success.”

Thank you from Dolly
Dolly Amos would
like to thank her
family and everyone
who made her 100th
birthday such a
wonderful occasion,
especially the chapel
service in Wick.
She also thanks The
Week In for our
coverage (Issue 537)
which resulted in
family reunions.
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Successful launch of
new community café
More than 80 people attended the launch of the new
community café in Longwell Green last Wednesday.
Gill Flower, who set up the Bristol Community
Friendship Club to combat loneliness, has started the
café at Longwell Green Community Centre – and she
has also announced that a second one to which
everyone is welcome will be starting later this month
in Speedwell.
The Longwell Green café, which we featured in last
week’s paper, is open every Wednesday from noon to
4pm for anyone who wants to come along to a relaxed
meeting place for a chat, a listening ear and to make
new friends over a cuppa and maybe a bite to eat.
It is run by friendly volunteers who help people to join
in. Among the volunteers is Alan Seel from Longwell
Green who is pictured on the left shaking hands with
Charles, who was the first customer last Wednesday.

There is a car park and disabled access and several
people in wheelchairs came along. Gill thanked
everyone who helped at the launch where the bargain
buys table raised more than £60 for club funds.
On Monday 15th October the second of what Gill
hopes will be a series of cafés will open. Barton Hill
Rugby Club Community Café in Duncombe Lane,
Speedwell, will open from 11am to 3pm and every
Monday after that.
It will have a similar format to the Longwell Green
café, with light refreshments, activities and a bargain
table with lots of items priced from 50p. There is free
squash for children and toys and books are provided to
keep them amused.
There is disabled access and a car park.
You can call Gill on 0117 9025779 or 07948 393397
to find out more.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Electrical

Garden Services

Health & Fitness

IT & Computers
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Locksmiths

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Logs

Guttering
Home
Maintenance
Appliances

Carpet Fitters

Oven Cleaning
Garden Services

Architectural
Services

Hair & Beauty

Chimney Sweeps

Pet Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Painting
& Decorating

Plumbers

Plumbers

Therapies

Waste Disposal

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Tile Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

+ VAT
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting
at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper
each insertion
becomes

TVs

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
Plastering

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14

Skip Hire
Windows & Doors

26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

+ VAT
per insert
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

You don't have to book
successive weeks.
You can choose
fortnightly, monthly
or specific insertion
dates as long as the
total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally
to larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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