
Hanham District Green Belt
Conservation Society this
week warned there is a “very
serious and direct threat” to
many of the area’s green

spaces.
It said that Abbots Road
cricket ground and the
Hanham Hills through to
Longwell Green, as well as

The Batch, off Castle Farm
Road, and Gover Road Open
Space are all under threat as
they are listed as potential
residential development in

South Gloucestershire
Council’s ‘Call for Sites’
map.
The council, which is
currently consulting on its

new Local Plan, gave land
owners, prospective deve-
lopers and others the
opportunity to identify and
put forward potential sites for
development, including
housing. The Local Plan will
form the basis for planning
decisions from 2018 to 2036.
The Week In has previously
reported on the “vision”
drawn up by planning
consultants to relocate sports 
Continued on page 3
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Hanham’s green spaces face ‘direct threat’ 
Contginued from page 1
facilities from the Hanham
Community Centre-owned
site in Abbots Road to land
some 600m away in the
Green Belt on part of the
Hanham Hills, with see
homes built on both the sports
ground and the Green Belt
site.
What we also now know is
that other Green Belt areas
included for residential
development are The Batch
(between Castle Farm Road,
Water Lane, Hencliffe Way
and Avon Valley Woodlands).
Here, consultants Grass
Roots Planning, acting on
behalf of site owner Ashfield
Land, say that the site could
accommodate 182 homes and
that “discussions with
neighbouring land owners are
ongoing to facilitate a
secondary access”. They say
the land is a “suitable
candidate for Green Belt
release to deliver much-
needed housing in a
sustainable location without
undermining its wider
purposes”.
The Green Belt land next to
Williams Close in Longwell
Green, where in 2011 a

planning inspector dismissed
an appeal for 83 houses, also
appears on the list, as does
Gover Road Open Space
which is bounded on the
north and south by housing.
South Glos Council bought
the 22-acre site, which was
part of the old Hanham Hall
hospital site, from the NHS in
2005 with a 21-year
covenant, and it has been
used as a permitted public
open space since then. The
covenant imposed a financial
penalty of 75% of the
additional value of the land
payable to the NHS if it was
sold before 2015, and it is
now 50% until the end of the
covenant period in 2026. 
This week Hanham District
Green Belt Conservation
Society members say they
and their colleagues in the
Keep Hanham Abbots Special
Group are deeply concerned
that once again the question is
being asked, in this new 
Continued on page 4

Land off Williams Close

Castle Farm Road



Continued from page 3
Local Plan Consultation
Document 2018-2036, to
consider building on the
Green Belt. 
“We would like to remind
South Gloucestershire
Council that in the 2014
parish survey, 93% of
households stated that the
Green Belt should be
preserved.
“They are now asking for
stakeholder and community
engagement on the
consultation document. This

is the same question. Why?
“This Call for Sites list has
been collated by the council
from sites suggested by
landowners and developers.
None of their suggestions
have been discounted at this
stage, but to be promoted in
the future by the council, they
must pass a ‘deliverability
test’. The cricket ground was
also not included in the recent
(West of England) Joint
Spatial Plan as a Designated
Green Space (designation
would have given protection

against development)
although the then Minister of
State for Housing & Planning
Alok Sharma said it could
have been, at the discretion of
South Gloucestershire
Council.
“One obvious area that could
be developed for housing is
the Kleeneze site, able to
provide the type of homes
needed today, close to the
heart of Hanham, its facilities
and transport routes. The site
has been an eyesore for 10
years and is now being

‘packaged’ for development
by Homes England, a
government organisation, but
surprisingly is not included in
the Call for Sites register. We
are pressing for this site to be
included in the consultation
and thereby, relieve the need
for encroaching into the
Green Belt. 
“Hanham Hills and most of
these areas are in the Green
Belt, and part of the site is in
a conservation area. The
trustees of Hanham
Community Centre, who are
the custodians of the cricket
ground, are in discussion to

possibly dispose of the
current cricket ground and
build improved facilities
elsewhere. 1,200 local
residents signed our MP Chris
Skidmore’s petition to protect
these sites against
development, but this was
ignored during the Joint
Spatial Plan process in favour
of the just one agent. There is
a question over whether this
should have been allowed.
We are fighting for the cricket
ground to be registered as a
Designated Green Space and
to protect the Hanham Hills
in perpetuity. 
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“If the cricket ground is sold
for development and planning
permission applied for to re-
site it in the Green Belt, the
promise of enhanced facilities
will be limited, and possibly
not deliverable.”
This week Mr Skidmore said
that he would be submitting
his petition to the Commons
in the week beginning 16th
April and was also hoping to
secure a debate in the House
on the preservation of

Hanham Hills.
He said: “The society is doing
a great job in raising the
profile of what is happening
with the cricket club and I
want to provide the maximum
possible support to protect
this green space.”
People can respond to the
consultation document online
at South Glos Council offices
in Kingswood. The deadline
to respond is 30th April.
Type in www.southglos.gov.

uk/newlocalplanfeb2018.
Under ‘Evidence base, click
on ‘Call for Sites’, scroll
down to ‘Map of submitted
sites’ and click on ‘online
map’. Enlarge and click on
each yellow area you wish to
view. Details of what the
proposed use will be are
shown, where there is an
online form attached. There is
a counter proposal to place
the cricket ground in the
Green Belt. 

Also under Evidence base are
the updated Sustainable
Access Profiles. Scroll down
to the green grid and click on
the name to view the
individual sustainable access
profiles - Urban Edge
Location by Hanham and
Urban Location - Longwell
Green. 
Hanham District Green Belt
Conservation Society urges:
“Please take a little time to
view these proposals and use

your option to influence the
decision to preserve our green
spaces, which are the natural
lungs of the area for the next
generations. After all, in the
recent snowy weather, were
you one of the many families
on Hanham Hills
tobogganing and having fun
on our precious Hanham
Hills?”
• Next week we will look at
other sites in our area that
are on the Call for Sites list.
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A large number of tennis
coaches and young
budding players witnessed
an outstanding role model
being awarded with the
prestigious Jack Boulton
Award. The presentation
took place at the Sports
Training Village at Bath
University during a tennis
fun day for juniors. 
After Jack sadly died in
August 2009, the Keynsham
and Saltford Sports
Network decided to make
an award each year to a
young sportsman or woman
in the community who
displayed many of Jack’s
exceptional sporting and
personal qualities. 
For the first time this year,
the award went to a young
person for their exceptional
leadership qualities - Rob
Collard of Saltford Tennis
Club.

Rob is a Year 13 student at
Wellsway School and has
been involved in numerous
leadership roles within
school, in particular within
music and performing arts
where he is an outstanding
role model for the younger
students. 
He was nominated for the
award by Dillon Slade, lead
coach at the club. Dillon
made reference to Rob’s
exceptional attitude on and
off the court and said he had
been a pleasure to coach
during his time at the club.
Since completing his Tennis
Leaders’ Award, Rob has
been working alongside
Dillon as an assistant coach
and is inspiring young
players to share his love of
the game.
At the presentation on
Saturday Louise Riddoch
(Keynsham & Saltford

Sports Network),
highlighted the criteria for
the award and recognised
the similarities between
Jack’s and Rob’s qualities. 
Dave Boulton then
presented Rob with the
trophy to huge applause

from the coaches, players
and their families.
Following the presentation,
Rob thanked Dave for the
huge amount of fundraising
he had done for CRY
(Cardiac Risk in the Young)
in memory of Jack. Rob was

lucky enough to engage in
the Cardiac Screening
Programme last summer
that was funded by CRY and
ensures that young people in
the community are protec-
ted against undiagnosed
heart conditions.
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Rob Collard wins Jack Boulton Award

Rob, Dave and some
of the children
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SUNDAY
CHEMISTS

Sunday 8th April
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell
Green (10.30am-4pm) 
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail
Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road,
BS14 8PG (9am-7pm) 
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road,
BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington
(10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road,
Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park,
St Philips Causeway (11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Animal welfare charity
HorseWorld in
Whitchurch recently had a
visit from a group of
students with special
educational needs who
had organised an event to
raise funds for the rescued
horses.
The students from Poplar
College in Chippenham
visited with their teachers to
present a cheque for £50
which they raised by
organising a Halloween
fancy dress party in aid of
the charity.  

The students and their
teachers were shown around
and got the chance to meet
some of the rescued horses
on the farm. They
particularly liked meeting
the horses who work with
children on HorseWorld’s
Discovery Courses which
support vulnerable young-
sters through an innovative
equine assisted learning
programme. 
“They were a delightful
group to meet,” said
HorseWorld’s communica-
tions officer Amy Williams.

“They worked really hard to
raise the money and it will
be put to good use. This year
the horses are getting
through more hay, feed and
bedding than they usually
would due to the poor
weather we’ve been having
so we really appreciate the
help.”
HorseWorld’s next Open
Day is on Saturday 14th
April and gates open at
10.30am. Details can be
found at www.horseworld
.org.uk/events or by calling
01275 832425.

Students present
cheque to HorseWorld

From April onwards Kingwood Heritage Museum will
again be hosting a series of monthly talks about subjects
of interest to local people. 
These will range from the history of Frenchay Hospital
to tales of mining in Kingswood, and the delights of trips
to the seaside.
The first of the series will be on Monday 9th April,
starting at 7.30pm, and is entitled ‘Images of change’. 
The speaker will be Mike Britton, who describes his talk
as a “kaleidoscope of images”. His multi-media
presentation will depict the great changes in domestic
life since the 1930s.
The entry fee of £3 will include light refreshments. For
more information contact the museum on 0117 9605664,
or via email at kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com
The museum is located in the former Champion Brass
Works at Tower Lane, Warmley, just off the ring road
(Cadbury Heath exit). Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43 stop
nearby. 
The museum reopened for the new season on Easter
Sunday and there is a new exhibition entitled 'Spotlight
on Hanham’ with some 300 rarely seen pictures and
photos on display.

Museum’s 2018
talks season

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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LETTERS
Home Guard
memories     
Dear Editor  
I saw in a recent edition of The Week In
a photo of the Warmley Home Guard,
part of an exhibition at Kingswood
Heritage Museum. Please may I call
your attention to another Home Guard
Platoon in Warmley in which I served
before going into the Army for four and
a half years? 
My home in 1939 was in Made for Ever
and I left Kingswood Grammar School
at 16 just two weeks before the war
started. Immediately I helped with fire
watching including Saturday nights at
the very vulnerable wooden school.
I worked at Magnal Products Ltd in
Tower Road and joined the company
platoon Home Guard as soon as I could.
We trained between the back of the
factory and Warmley Church at
weekends, and at night roamed the
vicinity on more widespread practice.
Other venues were the quarry off the
main road where we used pistols and the
Sten Gun. We also trained at Pilning
rifle range, at Troopers Hill for hand
grenade throwing, and in Avonmouth for
a demonstration of the Sticky Bomb.
My only photograph was of the Royal
Salute and Guard of Honour when
Queen Mary visited the factory in 1941
or 1942 on a very wet day (attached). I
am 3rd from the right at the ‘Present
Arms’ holding the Ross rifle and very
long bayonet sent from Canada.
Sadly my best friend at school and for a
time after was killed in a Lancaster
Bomber over France near the Rhine. I
was told of his death while I was in a
beachhead near Rome, trapped between

the Germans and the sea! A wall-
mounted memorial to John is on the wall
inside Longwell Green church.
I may add that within a few months I
may reach 95 but I can still run for
buses!
Jack Burnham
Kingswood

Mobile homes are the
future     
Dear Editor  
I refer to the feature in Issue 516, calling
for more empty homes to be brought
back into use. 
Paul Myers, Cabinet Member for
Economic & Community Regeneration
(B&NES), commented: "Increasing the
supply of local housing is one of our top
priorities”, which indicates to me that he
and so many other politicians are
completely missing the point.  
The country is grossly over-populated
and it's not just empty homes in need of
regeneration but making use of the
countless vacant industrial buildings in
our midst. The lame-brains in
Government continue to harp on about
building hundreds of thousands of new
homes and encroaching on the Green
Belt in order to achieve this. Well,

excuse me but what's wrong with
putting a cap on the thousands of people
pouring into this beleaguered island and
adapting brownfield sites to
accommodate mobile homes and similar
structures? In post-war Britain, pre-fabs
were a temporary but successful
measure in easing the housing crisis
created by air raids, so let's get back to
basics. Furthermore, why does the
council allow buildings such as the
historic Newark Works (Stothert & Pitt),
Bath Press and the former DHSS block
to stand empty and derelict for so many
years, when all could have been adapted
for use as accommodation?
I have long championed the mobile
home as the way forward, because they
are simple to build, do not require deep
excavations for siting, nor encroach
above the tree-line. Once manufactured
by any number of modern companies
specialising in these attractive units,
they can be delivered on-site by low-
loader, connected to the utilities and
bingo! 
These homes are comfortable, easy to
maintain and affordable. I know,
because I live in one on the outskirts of
Bath and love it. Why can't B&NES and
other local authorities invest in these
properties and rent them out?  I have
tried for many years to interest B&NES
in this style of alternative
accommodation but to no avail. More to
the point, no interest!  I am now
convinced that Britain, as a whole, is run
by idiots and the only politician I now
have any faith in is Jacob Rees-Mogg.
Bryan Chalker
(Honorary Alderman)
Bath

Living with fear and
pressure     
Dear Editor  
Re the protection of common land
opposite homes and the Horseshoe pub.
Following years of illegal encampments
within a few yards of our homes, and
finding the interest and support of local
authorities non-existent on numerous
occasions, positive action is urgently
required.
Residents’ prime interest is our safety,
wellbeing of person and property. The
fear and pressure created by such
encampments cannot be fully
understood if one has not personally
experienced them.
Recently the sale of local properties has
collapsed or been withdrawn as a result
of the above. 
Years of abuse of this site is taking its
toll – for example, rubbish dumping,
dangerous dog attacks, animal and
human waste along the hedges, used
toilet paper blowing in the wind, dog
fighting, bare-knuckle fighting, the
illegal driving vehicles across common
land at speed, denying public access to
the above area., etc.
From the above facts it must be
understood that any/all protection of this
site must be of high quality and
permanent to be effective. Further, our
much-loved rural environment must be
respected and protected, now and in the
future.
Residents have now become most
impatient re these ongoing events.
I am a directly affected resident and I
live in fear of another season.
John Hopes

See page 20



MP’s ‘fake news’     
Dear Editor  
Is our MP (Jacob Rees-Mogg) trying to
ape the President of the USA, whom we
know he admires?
On 25th February many of us received a
leaflet entitled Somerset Star from him.
On the front page, under the heading
Good News, he informed us, inter alia,
that “we have agreed with the EU” the
Northern Ireland border issue with
regard to Brexit.
As far as I was aware none of this was
true so I sent him an email message,
acknowledged by his office, asking him
to explain it for me.
On 24th March my newspaper informed
me that “Britain must resolve the Irish
border status by June, Tusk warns May”.
So it was fake, not very good, news!
I have still not had a response from the
MP, nor have I seen any evidence of an
effort to correct this error for my fellow
constituents.
D Mitchell
Keynsham

Negative tactic from
the Tories     
Dear Editor  
Those who care about services for
children and young people in South
Gloucestershire will be deeply
concerned that the Tory councillors who
are in charge of these services are now
seeking to tarnish others, rather than
accept their record of failure and start to
put things right.
The recent inspection of services for
children and young people with special
educational needs and/or disabilities

(SEND) judged services to be so poor
that Ofsted and the CQC instructed the
Council and local NHS to produce a
Written Statement of Action.
The recent Ofsted monitoring visit of
Local Authority children’s services
starkly concluded that ‘The pace of
improvement in South Gloucestershire
children’s services (following the
December 2017 Ofsted inspection, in
which services were judged to be
inadequate) is too slow.’
It is now the habit of the Tories in charge
of these services to gloss over the
overall findings of reports and focus on
strengths, however limited, which these
reports are obliged to find. Residents
will be insulted that the Tories seem to
think them incapable of searching
‘Ofsted, South Gloucestershire’ on the
internet, accessing the ‘LA SEND
inspection report’ and the ‘Monitoring
visit of LA children’s services’ letter and
reading these damning documents for
themselves.
However, trying to tarnish others for not
voting for the entire budget as Cllr Toby
Savage, the Tory Cabinet member for
education, did in a letter to The Week In
is a new development.
The Tories introduced the Cabinet
system for decision-making last year
and have used it to keep other political
groups in the dark. Details of the
proposed budget were only shared
one week before the meeting. They
indicated support for savage
government cuts and played politics
by making explicit references to free
schools which Labour councillors
and many local residents oppose. They
also included a few positive items.   

Yes, in these circumstances, Labour and
Lib Dem councillors voted against the
entire budget and the culture of
concealment, but to suggest that this
indicates that we did not support
anything in the entire budget is patently
ridiculous and more than a little
desperate.
Residents will rightly worry that this
negative tactic indicates that the Tories
are beginning to wonder whether they
have what it takes to really make their
actions match their words and deliver
desperately needed improvements to
services for children and young people.
Cllr Gareth Manson
Labour Group Lead on Children’s
Services

Why did Tory MPs
not attend debate?     
Dear Editor  
On Tuesday the 27th of March the
House of Commons was called in for an
emergency debate around the Leave
campaign during the EU Referendum. 
The matter is serious, in that Leave is
alleged to have broken electoral law in
overspending in the EU Referendum by
over £700,000. The situation is made
worse by their alleged illegal collusion
with other campaign groups, and the
subsequent cover-up. 
Reportedly the money was funnelled to
Cambridge Analytica who used it to
display personalised misinformation via
Facebook to voters deemed most likely
to be swayed by it, based on those
people’s private information, itself
obtained illegally from Facebook. This
is based on testimony from whistle-

blowers from the Leave campaign,
Cambridge Analytica and Facebook.
Chris Wylie, formerly of CA, presented
to the Commons Select Committee on
Tuesday that he believes this swayed the
outcome of the referendum. 
If the allegations are true, this is nothing
short of electoral fraud - the matter must
be gotten to the bottom of, and charges
laid. 
In such a scenario, it was astounding to
see virtually the entire Conservative
Party, including our MP Chris
Skidmore, not turn up to the emergency
debate. If ever there was a time where
we needed our representatives to do
their job, it is now. This must not be
brushed under the carpet. 
Jakub Korab 
Hanham 

In defence of canine
passengers     
Dear Editor  
Re the letter titled ‘Dogs on buses’ in
Issue 517, to the regular “paying bus
passenger”, why should people with
dogs (as long as they’re on leads) not be
allowed to go on a bus with “paying
customers”?
People with pushchairs and half a dozen
children get on the bus, sit on seats and
take up space for “paying customers”,
they put their feet on the seats, scream
and shout. Shall we ban them as well,
then you can have the bus to yourself but
due to low passenger numbers the route
would be changed and the timetable and
you would have no bus at all.
Janice Prescott 
A passenger with a dog
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Confused

muddle (5-4)
9. Accusation (6)
10. Cut (4)
11. Rail (anag.) (4)
12. Rest (6)
13. Allowance for

support (7)
16. Gala (4)
17. Gentle (4)
18. Sack, pouch (3)
20. Thrash (3)
21. Melody (4)
23. Otherwise (4)
25. Former Dutch

currency (7)
26. Receding (6)
29. Plaything (4)
30. Oil reservoir (4)
31. Ember (6)
32. Control, check (9)

DOWN

2. Type of farmland (6)

3. Disinter (6)

4. Stockings (6)

5. Wound mark (4)

6. Menaces (7)

7. Jason's ship (4)

8. Lay siege to (9)

13. Abundant wealth (9)

14. Separate article (4)

15. Immature (5)

18. Without hair (4)

19. Apart (7)

22. Oesophagus (6)

23. Biblical prophet (6)

24. Religious address (6)

27. Curve (4)

28. Clotted blood (4) 

Bath Approach Course
Seniors Golf Club are
looking for new
members to join them
for the start of the
summer league in April. 
They play on a Tuesday
morning. If you are over
55 and enjoy golf and
would like to join, go to
the kiosk in Royal
Victoria Park in Bath at
around 9am or contact
Reg on 0777 941 9240
or 01225 832816. You
will be sure of a warm
welcome.

Club
welcomes
new
members

LETTERS
Reducing plastic litter     
Dear The Week in Team   
Michael Gove, the Environment
Secretary, must be a regular reader
of the Letters page of The Week In
as it seems he is now taking a
positive step in reducing the amount
of plastic litter blighting our roads,
fields, rivers and sea. 
Almost every week our own local
residents including myself, from
Kingswood to Keynsham and all
districts in between, have written in
expressing their disgust on the
amount of dropped litter. 
A deposit system is long overdue
and has been in place in the
Scandinavian countries for a
number of years, and I understand
that this has reduced plastic litter by
95% since it was first introduced in
Sweden. Alongside the deposit
scheme this also needs to be part of
the school curriculums if not already
there, as the young children and

future generations will be inheriting
our planet in the not too distant
future. Local councils also need to
take up the challenge, if it means
more fines for dropped litter, then so
be it. 
On a personal level, I did request in
this journal several months ago
requesting volunteers to join me in a
litter pick in and around the
Mangotsfield area, and sadly I only
received one reply, so I am now
repeating my request for help once
again. 
I can be contacted on
michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk or
mobile 0787 563 1817.
Michael Bell
Labour councillor for Rodway
Ward, South Glos Council 

Wrapper recycling     
Dear Sir   
It is a fortunate coincidence that you
have printed so much this week

(Issue 519) about plastic because of
what happened at our household
collection in Keynsham this week. 
When B&NES exchanged to
fortnightly rubbish collections, they
also emphasised recycling and I got
an extra green box and put the labels
on them – Cans, Plastic & Foil -
Paper, Glass Bottles & Jars. 
And we’ve used them diligently.
Our black bin is never even half full
on the fortnightly collection day and
I have several compost bins for
garden rubbish. 
At the time of the change, I had been
watching the David Attenborough
TV programme and took special
note of the plastic pollution
comments. One comment I
particularly noted was that the sea or
beach was covered with all sorts of
plastic and included mention of
crisp packets. 
So into our plastics box went not
only milk, butter, yogurt pots, etc.,

but also every type of plastic
wrapper, including the crisps
packets and bread wrappers. I
deliberately included all the soft
wrappings, with some doubt in my
mind as to whether they would be
accepted, but they were. And they
have been accepted every week
since the November changeover. No
black plastic food trays which
apparently can’t be recycled. 
This week, however, they left a load
of such wrappers in the box. As
usual, no explanatory comments
were left, so I am in a quandary. Did
they forget, or am I a nuisance who
shouldn’t be putting those things in
the box? 
In the absence of any com-
munications, I shall be putting all
that in the box again for next week’s
collection and we’ll see what
transpires then. 
Yours faithfully, 
Name and address withheld 
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Planning permission to
turn the former Rockleaze
care home into seven flats
has been granted.
The building at the junction
of Tabernacle Road and
Lower Hanham Road used
to provide care for up to 10
adults with learning
disabilities.

A controversial plan by
another developer to turn
the 14-bed property into 19
bedsits was withdrawn last
year.
The latest plans by Delroy
Brown, of Property Options,
will see the building
converted into four one-bed
flats and three two-bed flats.

The ground-floor flats and
one of the first-floor flats
will have a private outdoor
amenity space. The other
three will share a communal
amenity space fronting the
main road.
The existing parking area on
the site is limited to just
three or four spaces. The

existing vehicular access at
the rear will be closed and a
new access off Tabernacle
Road will be created by
removing a section of
boundary wall. This will
allow for seven parking
spaces. 
Despite concerns raised
locally, council planners

feel the proposed access is
safe. They add that whilst
this level of parking does
not fully meets the council
parking standards, because
there is no visitors’ parking
on site, it is acceptable as
they do not think it will
cause a severe highway
impact.

Hanham 

Flats scheme for former care home is approved
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Advertising feature 

Care home scoops award for

The Gables Residential Home in
Hanham has picked up a
prestigious award for a third year
running. 
The carehome.co.uk Top 20 Care
Home Awards 2018 highlight the

most recommended care homes in
each region of the UK.
The Gables in Sydenham Way falls
into the South West region and is
one of only three in the Bristol area
to receive the honour. The others are

Bernash Care Home in Whitchurch
and Cedar Care’s home at Westbury-
on-Trym.
The annual awards are based on
reviews from residents and their
relatives. Here are some of the
comments which helped The Gables
earn its Top 20 place again this year.
“My wife died and I was alone, so I
tried different homes and I moved
here and it was perfect for me. I get
on well with staff and other
residents, food is just marvellous
and the entertainment is very good.”
Another said: “I live at The Gables.
I moved here as I am on my own
with no children and could not
manage at home. I am 84. I love this
place. I can come and go as I please.
Lovely food and nothing is too
much trouble. Staff are always there
to help me. I love it. It's so
wonderful. My brother visits - he

loves it. It's a home from home. So
glad I found it.”
And a relative wrote: “Dad has been
at The Gables for six months and I
couldn't be more satisfied. The
home is tastefully decorated, clean
and warm. The grounds are pleasant
and well maintained. All the staff
are caring, kind and understanding
and I have every confidence Dad is
well looked after and that his
physical and emotional needs are
met. The Gables always strive to
provide both mental and physical
stimulation with varied social
activities. They welcome feedback
and suggestions and continually
look to improve. Family and friends
are kept fully informed. I always
feel that they are doing their very
best to support me over what has
been a very difficult time. I can't
thank them enough.”

From left, care assistant Janet,
entertainments officer Sue,
manager Ann & chef Vicky

Ann chats to resident Marie
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the third year running
The Gables is set in private gardens
in a quiet residential part of Hanham
and has a comfortable, homely feel.
It was built as a family home and
has been extensively extended over
the years. There are 20 rooms, all a
good size and each with an ensuite. 
Ann Aubrey, who has been manager
since 2002, says everyone is
delighted that The Gables has won
the prestigious award again. She
puts it down to teamwork, a belief
echoed by Sue Smith, the home’s
entertainments officer who says:
“All staff go the extra mile to help
out. We are one big happy family.”
Ann says a wide range of leisure and
social activities are laid on for the
residents and the staff never miss
the chance to throw a party! Burns
Night was celebrated in January
with haggis and a piper, while on
Valentine’s Day the home was
decorated with flowers and hearts
and the residents enjoyed a fish and

chip supper and entertainment from
singer Dave Dean. And everyone
pulled together last week to get the

home looking beautiful for Easter,
with flowers, bunting and themed
decorations. Over the Easter
weekend there was a bake sale,
raffle and Easter egg hunt.
The Gables is able to offer respite

care which can be a good way for
people to ‘give it a try’ if they are
considering a care home. 
Ann is also looking for waking night
care staff. For all inquiries call her
on 0785 256 1173.

The Gables’ gardens are well-tended by handyman Jerry

Gwen has been at the home just over a year and has settled in wellThe residents helping with Easter floral arrangements
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Hanham Local History
Society is funding the
replacement of missing and
damaged memorial stones
on the grave of local hero
John Chiddy at Christ
Church. 
In 1876 John died while
saving the express train, the
Flying Dutchman, from
disaster. He managed to move
a heavy boulder that had
fallen onto the line but he was
unable to jump clear in time.
The memorial stones were
replaced in 1976, 100 years

after Chiddy’s death, by CH
Painter, a life-long church
member, local undertaker and
historian.  
Roy Crew, secretary of the
history society, said: “Every
effort has been made by the
society to contact all known
descendants of John Chiddy
and we are grateful that
neither they nor the church
have raised any objections to
this replacement.
“When the new stone is
installed, a rededication
service will take place, at

which time children from
several local schools will be
in attendance.
“The society acknowledges
the valuable assistance of TM
Broodrie of Summers
Memorial Masons, St
George, in this venture.  
“We also register our thanks
to our parish councils and the
local councillors for their
continued support, especially
in respect of the research and
documenting of local heritage
issues carried out by the
society.”

Hanham 

History society
honouring
local hero
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South Glos 
Second gas-fuelled plant
plans are withdrawn
In Issue 515 we reported that controversial plans to
build a peaking gas generation in the village of Beach
had been withdrawn, to the delight and relief of local
people. And now the applicants behind the scheme have
also pulled the plug on similar plans for another site in
South Gloucestershire – on land accessed from Church
Road at Severn Beach. There was also much opposition
in that village to the proposals.
Peaking gas generation plants provide back-up power
during times of peak demand. 

Keynsham Rotary Club
resident Norman James
and Rotarian Nigel
Hutchings were invited to
Chandag Infant School to
give a talk to Year 1 pupils
about life in Keynsham
from 1960 and the many
changes which have taken
place since. 
The class were fascinated to
hear about the solid fuel
stove used for heating the
classroom and also, on cold
winter days, for warming
frozen milk where the
cardboard cap had been
pushed up by the ice! 
Big changes in transport and
communications also gener-

ated a lot of interest.
Following the talk, children
were encouraged to ask
questions and many inter-
esting topics were forth-
coming. The club has also
been busy helping another
Keynsham-based organisat-

ion. In December a concert
at St John’s Church raised
£1,000 for Keynsham
Dementia Action Alliance,
President Norman recently
visited the ‘Memory Café’ in
Keynsham to present the
cheque.

Keynsham 

Rotary Club goes
back to school
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Just how effective a new
bund will be in preventing
travellers from gaining
access onto Siston Common
has been called into
question.
The work, which cost
£18,000, was carried out last
month. Siston Parish Council
commissioned the work after
a series of illegal occupations
on the green space in front of
The Horseshoe pub which led
to local residents about noise,
disturbance, intimidation and
the major clear-up operations
needed after the travellers
leave. The parish council
carried out a public
consultation to win residents’
support before seeking the
necessary formal permission
from the Secretary of State
for Communities and Local
Government Sajid Javid. Last
November the minister
approved the bund which was
designed by South
Gloucestershire Council, the
authority that manages
common land.
But local residents John
Hopes and Ralph Reader say
they and some of their
neighbours don’t think the
bund is high enough to be
effective or a deterrent, and
that in places it is actually
level with the common. 

Mr Hopes, who lives close to
the common and has always
felt that a ditch needs to be
built in conjunction with a
bund, said that in places there
was no bund, “rather just a
slope onto the common”.
Three metal bollards have
also been installed on part of
the common which Mr Hopes
felt should have been
wooden, like the ones that
have been put up at nearby
Siston Park.
Ralph Reader, who lives
opposite the green space on
Anchor Road, told The Week
In that he and some of his
neighbours were very
concerned about the “half-
hearted installation of the
bund by South Glos Council
who have spent many
thousands of ratepayers’
money over the years
cleaning up after illegal
travellers”.
Mr Reader described the
bund as “a very low bump
that is even level with the
common in one area to the
front of our homes”.
He added that there is a
section of common
surrounding his and some of
his neighbours’ homes and
they are concerned that if
travellers find access blocked
on to the main common, they

could end up with at least 20
vehicles parked directly next
to their homes. 
He said: “I requested that a
bund should be placed also
around this piece of common,
but they said they would only
secure the area that has been
invaded in the past.”
This week John Hunt, the
chairman of Siston Parish
Council, said: "In view of the
regular traveller invasions,
some of us faced up to the
fact that constant
complaining was bringing no
relief to local residents, so a
unanimous decision saw us
progress with a project
designed to provide some
means of legal deterrent
ourselves.”  
He said that when the bund
work started, he had visited
the site twice daily and
spoken to many local
residents. “All were pleased
to see something being done
at long last, with the issue of
whether the bund in certain
places is really high enough
sensibly being left to be put to
the test.”
He added: “I feel certain our
efforts will bring some relief
and success for local people.
In the event of encampments
being repeated this year, then
immediate representations

will be made to the
landowner and contractor
South Gloucestershire
Council.”
Cllr Hunt said other schemes
involving large boulders and
tree trunks, boulders alone or
a ditch and a bund had all
been considered: “It came
down to what was acceptable
to the police and landowner
South Gloucestershire
Council. Police officers had
expressed worries about some
of ill-intent possibly hiding
behind trees and boulders or
suchlike; there were also
worries about children or
those less-able coming to
some harm with a ditch on
this popular public space. 
“The outcome of a site visit
with a senior design engineer
from South Glos was a
proposal for this bund
scheme, as has proved 100
per cent successful for many
years around nearby
Frenchay Common, with this
recommendation then

receiving the full support of
fellow councillors.”
He added: “National laws
required the parish council to
go out to tender, with a firm
and final acceptance of the
fixed price bid of £18,000
from South Glos as the only
offer to complete the project
as per the national approval.”
This week a South
Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said: “We can
confirm that the work that has
taken place so far on Siston
Common has been carried out
in accordance with the
design. We still need to install
a lockable bollard and some
solar studs, and once the
weather improves grass seed
will be sown on the bund.” 
And Ian Adams, who
represents Siston on South
Glos Council, said the bund
would act as a deterrent: “I
think anyone trying to gain
access to this part of the
common with a caravan will
find it difficult.”

Siston

Will new earth bund keep out travellers?

John Hopes, left, & Ralph Reader look at the bund
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A former bank building on
the A4 Bath Road in
Brislington is to become a
Subway after the freehold
was sold.
The former HSBC opposite
Brislington Retail Park has
been acquired by the Pasco

Group for the development
of a new Subway store.
There is already one in the
retail park.
The Pasco Group was
represented by McArthur
Wilson, with Alder King
acting for vendors BSRC

Holdings. The property
provides 2,963sq ft of space
and there is car parking to
the front and side of the
building. 
Rebecca Harries, of Alder
King, said: "This property
sits on one of the main

arterial routes into Bristol,
with significant levels of
vehicular and pedestrian
traffic. 
"As a result it attracted a lot

of interest.  After inviting
best bids, we secured the
sale of the property
achieving in excess of the
guide price of £400,000."
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Age UK B&NES and Bath College are putting on a
Floristry for Beginners course in Saltford and Midsomer
Norton.
The course will run at Saltford Hall on Thursdays 5th
and 19th April, and on 3rd May from 10am to 1pm.
The course at Midsomer Norton Town Hall will be on
Fridays 6th and 20th April, and on 4th May from
10.15am to 1.15pm.
It is open to anyone aged 55 or over and will be run by
Bath College Adult Community Learning tutor Becky
Jeffery. There will be a charge of £3 per session to cover
hall hire costs. To book a place or for more information
call Michelle or Ketyn on 01225 484510, or
emailactive@ageukbanes.co.uk 
Age UK B&NES supports around 12,000 older people,
their families and carers every year, with essential
services. It is always looking for more support, funding
as well as volunteers.

Floristry for beginners

Brislington 

Former bank to become Subway

As part of the
development of a new
Local Plan for the district,
South Gloucestershire
Council says it is
important to provide
robust evidence to
identify future demand
and to identify a range of
housing options for older
people.
The survey is on the
council’s website (look
under Consultations) and
it can also be downloaded
so a paper version can be
printed off. The deadline
for people to take part is
27th April.

South Glos 
Over 55s
housing
needs survey



The government is giving
an extra £1.2m for South
Gloucestershire, B&NES
and Bristol councils to
help repair potholes in the

wake of the recent winter
weather.
It is a share of the £100m
package for councils across
the country that was

announced last week by
Transport Secretary Chris
Grayling. The money will
help repair almost two
million potholes, as well as
help protect the roads from
any future severe weather.
The £100m is on top of the
£75m in funding already
given to councils from the
Pothole Action Fund this
year, as well as an additional
£46m boost for highways
authorities announced just
before Christmas. 
Mr Grayling said: “We have
seen an unusually prolonged
spell of freezing weather
which has caused damage to
our local roads. We are
giving councils even more
funding to help repair their
roads so all road users can
enjoy their journeys without
having to dodge potholes.”

South Glos Council is
getting £504,258, which is
in addition to the previously
announced £250,000
pothole funding from the
Department for Transport. 
A council spokesperson
said: “We are currently
putting together a work
programme to ensure that
we make best use of the
funding. This programme
will be a combination of
localised ‘small patch’
repairs to fix immediate
defects, and larger surface
repairs to stop potholes
forming in old and worn out
areas of road surfacing. 
“Our highway maintenance
engineers will first prepare
this plan and we will then
schedule how the work
programme is best
delivered. Once we have

identified the repair
programmes we will use our
website and social media
pages to let people know
what we are doing, where
and when.” 
Meanwhile B&NES’ share
of the £100m is £379,059
while Bristol City Council
has been awarded £357,387.
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Police are appealing for witnesses and information after
a woman was sexually assaulted.
The incident, which involved a man exposing himself
and trying to touch a woman, happened on Forest Road,
close to the junction with Briar Way, at around 3.55pm
on Monday 19th March.
Several cars drove past during the incident. The offender
ran off towards Lodge Causeway.   
Anyone with information should call 101, quoting
reference number 5218059439, and ask to speak to PC
2677 Bishop.

Fishponds 

Cars drove past
as woman was
sexually assaulted

It’s a pleasure to introduce
James Rowe to you as a new
start-up specialising in
providing local services to the
Keynsham and nearby area. He
has many years of experience
but has just set up his own
business for our local area. He
can provide a free quote for you
for any painting and decorating
job.  
Letting someone you don’t
know into your property to do
work can sometimes be a
concern. It may be reassuring
for you to know that James has
an Enhanced DBS check which
means that he has been
approved for work with
children and vulnerable adults.

He has also previously done
work for Age Concern in older
people’s homes, so knows how
to provide a good quality
reliable service.
So if you have been meaning to
get around to decorating or
painting but just can’t find the
time, or if you have the time but
are concerned about how to find
someone you can trust, just give
James a call for a free quote.
James is able to offer additional
services too such as small
removals and garden works, so
just call or email to find out
what he can help you with.
Jamespaintinganddecorating
@gmail.com
07462 359996 

Advertising feature 

James Painting and Decorating

More cash pumped into potholes after winter damage 

Deep impact: is this one
of the worst potholes
around? Motorists hit it
as they come around the
bend at the bottom of
Cowhorn Hill in Oldland
Common 
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Plans to build houses on a
former smallholding at
Magpie Bottom Lane have
been withdrawn, with the
applicants saying they
want more time to review
their options. 
The application was for six
four-bed houses and three
five-bed houses, each with a
garage, as well as adding a
two-storey extension and
alterations to the bungalow
already on the site at No 72
to form another home with a
garage. The plans also
involved altering the access
to Magpie Bottom Lane. 
There had been lots of
objections to the plans from

people living nearby,
including traffic concerns.
A previous planning
application (in 2014) to

demolish the 1960s
bungalow and build 22
homes on the site was also
withdrawn.

Kingswood

Plans for nine homes
are withdrawn
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Football club AEK-BOCO are
holding a public meeting next
Monday evening (9th) to talk
about “proposed developments”
at their Greenbank Road home, as
well as the pitches they play on at
Tenniscourt Road and Fisher
Road in Kingswood. 
It is understood that the plans
involve floodlighting. 
In March 2016 the club withdrew
plans for six 15m high floodlights, a
50-seater stand and two dug-outs at
the Greenbank Road ground that
they lease from South
Gloucestershire Council. Objectors
had voiced concern about light
pollution and felt the club had
outgrown the site, and that
extending play until after 9pm
would increase noise, traffic and
nuisance.

At the time the club said they felt it
appropriate to withdraw both
applications, adding: “Over the
coming weeks/months, we’re
hoping to work with the (council’s)
Open Spaces Team and the director
of environmental services to come
up with better guidelines for football
clubs such as ourselves who licence
land from South Gloucestershire
Council.”
This week a resident told The Week
In: “Nothing has changed as to local
residents’ objections and views on
floodlights at Greenbank playing
fields and shared open space.”
The club say the meeting in the
pavilion in Greenbank Road is being
held in conjunction with the FA and
English Cricket Board. The doors
open at 6.30pm and there will be
presentations from 7pm.

Around 500 children play for AEK-
BOCO along with four men’s teams
and two ladies’ teams.
As we reported last week, the
council has just awarded more than
£7,000 of Section 106 funding to
AEK-BOCO for the purchase and
installation of toilet and storage

facilities at the Tenniscourt Road
playing fields.
Meanwhile, as we reported in Issue
516, plans for 77 homes on a
greenfield site next to AEK-
BOCO’s Greenbank Road ground
are being recommended for
approval.

Football club to reveal plans for
Hanham and Kingswood sites
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A Downend man has been
ordered to pay £2,000 in
costs after pleading guilty to
failing to comply with a
Community Protection
Notice under the Anti-social
Behaviour Crime and
Policing Act.
Keith Bannerman, 61, of
Blackhorse Road, was
prosecuted by South
Gloucestershire Council for
failing to comply with the
notice which is connected to
an empty property of his in
Winterbourne. The prosecu-
tion related to an unfinished
residential new-build house,
where building had initially
started by 1996, in Sandstone
Rise. It had been abandoned
and left empty since before
2012, with prominent and
unsightly scaffolding

structures left in place, along
with overgrown untidy
gardens.
A Community Protection
Notice had been served on
Bannerman, requiring him to
complete the external works,
tidy the land and remove the
scaffolding by 20th September
2017. None of the work, aimed
to improve the external
appearance, was ever started
and meanwhile the condition
has been deteriorating. The
notice also provided for
ongoing maintenance of the
property and the land to
prevent further recurrences.
At the hearing at Bristol
Magistrates’ Court last
Wednesday, a Remedial Order
was issued, stating that
Bannerman must complete the
work, as scheduled in the

notice, within two months.
Any breach would be
considered under contempt of
court. He was also handed a
conditional discharge for 12
months and the magistrate said
that any further charges will

see the case considered again
and a fine imposed.
As well as paying £2,000 costs
to the council, Bannerman was
ordered to pay a £20 victim
surcharge. Residents who are
affected by an empty property

that is causing problems are
encouraged to report it by
contacting 01454 865565,
emailing psechousing@
southglos.gov.uk or visiting
www.southglos.gov.uk/empty
homes

Downend man prosecuted for failing to
comply with Community Protection Notice
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Ken Loach, BAFTA-
winning director of I,
Daniel Blake, is in
Kingswood on Friday
(6th April) for a screening
of the film at Kingswood
Entertainment Centre &
Sports Club. Organised in
collaboration with Kings-
wood Labour Party and
Juice, which runs a
foodbank, the screening
starts at 7pm. Afterwards
there will be a talk.

See Ken
Loach film

The Staple Hill
Neighbourhood Policing
Team will be holding
‘Coffee with the Cops’
sessions at the Bean Tree
Café in Page Park on
12th, 19th and 26th
April.
People are welcome to
come along to the
Thursday sessions,
which run from 10am to
11am, and discuss any
issues affecting the
community.

Longwell Green Sports JFC are massive supporters of girls’
football and are keen to increase participation. 
Four times winner of GFA Community Club of the Year,
Longwell Green Sports JFC take girls from the age of two
through to their ladies’ team and welcome newcomers either
through specific schemes, like the current Wildcats project
aimed at girls aged five to 11, or through their general girls’
weekly sessions.
To find out more about what’s on offer email
MattDraper_LWGGirlsJFC@outlook.com

Staple Hill
Have coffee
with the cops

Girls’ football

Keynsham’s Ship Inn
Pétanque Club has held its
Annual General Meeting
and social evening at
Compton Dando Village
Hall.
Club president Alan Hulme
congratulated, and presented
awards to, winners of internal
competitions. The picture
shows Alan presenting the
Singles trophy to Ben
Parkinson-King. Also
congratulated were a number
of Ship players who had won
awards at regional and

national competitions.
The Ship Inn is currently
undergoing a period of

renewal and the Pétanque
Club looks forward to many
more successful years.

Pétanque club’s awards night
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Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Caravans

Caravans
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Service Directory

Foot Care

FencingCarpet Fitters

Car Repairs

Carpentry

Electrical

Denture Repairs

THE WEEK IN
adverts
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0117 986 0381

Chimney Sweep

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering
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& Decorating
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monthly or specific
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discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Host
Families Oven Cleaning

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

Plumbers
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Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Roofing

Skip Hire

THE WEEK IN
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0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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