
Around 40 people took part in
an organised protest against
plastic at Tesco in Keynsham
on Saturday afternoon. 
They shopped and took their

plastic from their purchases,
leaving the packaging tidily
in trollies. 
Fiona Edwards, who is one of
the organisers of Keynsham

Plastic Re-Action, said it had
been a successful event: “It
was a peaceful and good-
natured demonstration, with
friendly, helpful reception

from Tesco manager and
staff.”
She said the event highlighted
the problems of single use
plastic packaging, environ-

mentally and the costs of
disposal to empower
shoppers to realise there is an
option to leave packaging at
the store. 
For information of future
actions, follow the Keynsham
Plastic Re-Action Facebook
page.
Supermarkets in the UK
create more than 800,000
tonnes of plastic packaging
waste – well over half of
household plastic waste –
each year. 

Issue 518FREE 28th March 2018

THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Read by over 40,000 people each week

Anti-plastic protest at supermarket 



2 The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018



The Co-op is planning to
turn the former Chequers
pub into a supermarket.
Rival Tesco previously won
planning permission to
convert the derelict pub on
the corner of Lodge Road
and Ingleside Road into a
store but never followed it
through.
Now the Co-op has applied
to Bristol City Council to
make some amendments to
the conversion plans,
including change of
material and finishes to the
shopfront.
The Chequers was once a
popular community pub
serving good food and
hosting live music. 
Since closing some years
ago it has been the
subject of vandalism and
flytipping. 
Other former pubs in the
area which have already
become supermarkets are
the Lord Rodney on Two

Mile Hill Road, which is a
Co-op, and The Bell in St

George which became a
Tesco. 

Plans to demolish the derelict White Hart Hotel on
Whitehall Road and build 14 three-bed homes on the site
are being considered by city council planners.
Last year planning permission was granted to keep the
façade of the pub, which has been vacant since April
2015 and is not listed, and convert it into 13 homes. But
following detailed structural surveys it became apparent
that the conversion was “not feasible” and demolition
would be necessary to enable residential development. 
The developers say a further house can be fitted in by
slightly narrowing each property while increasing their
depth to maintain the same floorspace.
A reconfigured rear parking court includes a further
parking space, bringing the total to 14.
The scheme is intended to deliver 100% affordable
housing, with acquisition of the site agreed with Curo
Group. 
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Train services
suspended over Easter

Oldland Common

Sir Bernard Lovell  
Passengers are reminded that there are no rail
services between Bristol Temple Meads and
Bath Spa over Easter while Network Rail
carries out work to upgrade the signalling. The
line closure runs from Good Friday (30th
March) to Tuesday 3rd April (inclusive).
GWR will be providing replacement bus
services including the intermediate stations of
Keynsham and Oldfield Park and more details
are available at www.networkrail.co.uk/bristol-
upgrades.
While Bath Spa Station remains open, the

frequency of services will also be affected. 
Passengers are advised to plan their journey
carefully and allow extra time – particularly if
commuting to work after the bank holiday
weekend, on Tuesday 3rd April.

Four years on from the
Ofsted verdict that it was
an Inadequate school, The
Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy in Oldland
Common still needs to
improve, says the
education watchdog.
In March 2014, Ofsted gave
the lowest grade for the
achievement of students, the
quality of teaching and
leadership and management,
while the behaviour and
safety of pupils was said to
require improvement.
Before being put into
special measures in 2014,
the school had enjoyed an
Outstanding rating.
The Wellsway Multi-
Academy Trust took over
the running of the school
from South Gloucestershire
Council in 2015 and the
inspection report published
last Thursday is the first

since it became an academy.
The report says that
“following a period of
underperformance, impor-
tant and sustained actions
are being taken to improve
the school”, but it
nevertheless requires
improvement in all key
areas.
Pupils are not making the
progress they should,
particularly in Key Stage 4.
Improvements to behaviour
are not yet having a strong
enough impact on pupils’
attitudes to learning, and
leaders are not yet having
enough impact on the
quality of teaching.
Pupils who have special
educational needs and/or
disabilities and the most
able do not achieve as
highly as they should.
Teaching does not
consistently meet the needs 



of these pupils.
Although the attainment of
disadvantaged pupils is
rising, there remains a
significant legacy of
underachievement for this
group.
There is also said to be too
much variability in the
quality of teaching within
and between subjects. Staff
are not making effective
enough use of data and
assessment information to
improve learning. Too much
teaching does not provide
enough challenge. This is
particularly the case for the
most able pupils, including
in the sixth form, where
enrichment and the
provision for students’
personal development are

also too weak.
However, Ofsted does
praise principal Dean
Anderson for providing
“effective and determined
leadership” which has
secured strong support
throughout the school. It
says important steps have
been taken to improve
leadership capacity at all
levels and the governing
body is making a more
effective contribution.
Achievement is rising in
many subjects. This is a
result of improvements to
teaching and the curriculum,
particularly in Key Stage 3.
Pupils’ attainment in
English is at least in line
with standards nationally
and is rising further.

And behaviour is also
improving. There is a much
better climate for learning
throughout the school.
Leaders are working to
improve attendance and
reduce the use of exclusion
as a sanction.
Mr Anderson said he
recognised there is still a lot
of work to be done: “We are
really pleased with the
inspection report as it
clearly supports our own
judgements of the
educational experience of
our students. Nothing in the
report has come as a
surprise as leaders at all
levels have thoroughly
evaluated our provision. We
know exactly what we need
to do to improve the quality

of teaching and learning at
the academy. 
“We are taking urgent action
to introduce more
challenging lessons, step up
our extra-curricular
provision and ensure our
sixth-form provision overall
prepares students for life
beyond school. We are also
continuing to work hard to
reduce exclusions and
improve attendance.”
And Andrea Arlidge, chief
executive officer of the
WMAT, said: “The
inspection proved a very
positive experience for the
staff at the academy. All at
WMAT are pleased that the
hard work that has gone into
improving the educational
experience for learners at

SBL is starting to pay off
and outcomes are
improving. 
“We fully support the work
of the principal and leaders
in the academy to build
upon this rapid progress and
further improve the quality
of education for students in
this community.”
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 Academy still needs to improve, says Ofsted

Dean
Anderson 
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The family of 22-year-old
Luke Allen from
Keynsham, who died
following a fall at a
construction site in
Bristol, have released a
tribute.
Luke died from injuries
suffered during an incident
in Baldwin Street on
Thursday 15th March.
The tribute, which was
issued last Wednesday via
the police, reads: “Luke
Allen was a 22-year-old
man from Keynsham. He
attended Broadlands
Secondary School where he
met some of his lifelong
friends. 
“After leaving Broadlands,
Luke attended Bath College
while working a part-time
job at Tesco in Keynsham
and about two years ago he
got a job at Brocks Labour
LTD doing demolition,
which he loved.
“Everywhere Luke went he
seemed to make so many
great friends, who all now
hold fond memories of him.
“Three years ago, Luke met
the love of his life, Eva

Lewis-Smythe. She was his
whole world as he is hers.
Luke lived at his home in
Keynsham with his mum,
dad and sister.
“Luke loved going to the
gym, building muscle and
improving himself. He
would always tense his arm
and say 'quick feel my arm',
this always did make people
chuckle.
“Luke also loved his tattoos.
He wanted them
everywhere but so far he
had an arm sleeve, a leg
sleeve and he had not long
started on his other arm. He
also had a tiger on his hand
for his mum, and along with
Eva was this year going to
get the number 26 for their
anniversary, which is the
26th June.

“Luke was such a kind,
caring, loving man and
everyone knew it. He was a
big softy, especially with his
family and Eva. He would
always put someone else's
needs before his own and do
anything to help anyone. 
“The loss of Luke has had a
massive impact on his
family and friends. He
touched the hearts of so
many people.
“22 is such a young age to
be snatched away from this
world, but his memory will
live on forever. He was, is
and always will be the life
and soul of the party, the
class clown, the best friend,
the 'hulk', the best son,
boyfriend, brother, grandson
and nephew and he will be
missed so much.”
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Family’s tribute to Keynsham
man who died after a fall

Luke with his dad
Jason, mum Karen
and sister Holly

Luke Allen 

Luke with his girlfriend
Eva Lewis-Smythe 
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Speed tables are being proposed on Tower
Lane and on Tower Road North in
Warmley.
In the past year, two vehicles have hit the
retaining wall and the associated stone parapet
wall on the south east side of Tower Road
North, on the approach to the Tower Lane
roundabout. 

Concerns have also been raised by residents
about traffic speeds on Tower Lane.
The closing date for comments is 9th April.
There is a questionnaire that can be completed
online – see the Consultations section on the
council’s website. If you do not have access to
the internet and wish to have a paper copy
call 01454 864215. 

Warmley 

Speed tables proposed
after two crashes

Tower Lane
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SUNDAY
CHEMISTS

Sunday 1st April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell
Green (10.30am-4pm) 
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail
Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road,
BS14 8PG (9am-7pm) 
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road,
BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington
(10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road,
Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park,
St Philips Causeway (11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Residents in Bitton are
losing patience with their
noisy neighbours across the
river. 
What for many years was
known as the Avon Valley
Country Park at Pixash Lane,
between Keynsham and
Saltford, has undergone a
transformation in recent years
and become one of the top
visitor attractions in Bath &
North East Somerset.
Now known as the Avon
Valley Adventure & Wildlife
Park, it hosts special events,
such as the FEAR Festival
around Halloween. Despite
its rural location, it lies only a
few hundred metres away
from the village of Bitton on
the other side of the River
Avon and in a different local
authority area (South
Gloucestershire).
According to the Bitton
Village Residents’
Association (BVRA) the
noise from the public address
system at such events is
becoming increasingly
intrusive on their side of the
river. In a letter to The Week
In, BVRA secretary Alan

Murtagh says: “The nature of
this business has transformed
over the years from one that
harmoniously complemented
its rural, peaceful country,
riverside location to one that
clashes with its environment
and neighbours.
“Activities have extended
from promoting such things
as excellent wildlife
experiences for children to
daily events during the
summer that include pig
racing and fortnight-long
festival type events such as
the ‘FEAR’ Festival in
October. These new activities
are more akin to a theme park
and are accompanied by high
volume, regular loudspeaker
announcements and
commentaries, plus enormous
outdoor sound systems, the
noise from which causes very
intrusive daily and evening
disturbance to people in
Bitton and can also be heard
at Swineford, Upton Cheyney
and further afield.
“Absolutely no one in Bitton
wishes to be a killjoy or
discourage reasonable
business activities. However,

during the last couple of years
the noise has become
increasingly intrusive and
without intervention looks set
to get much worse for the
surrounding communities.”
He said there had been a lot of
agreement from residents at
the last annual general
meeting of the BVRA about
the nuisance, and as secretary
he had been sent a bundle of
emails indicating people’s
annoyance about the noise.
This week Doug Douglas,
from Avon Valley Adventure
& Wildlife Park, told us: “We
are aware of two people in
Bitton who have formally
contacted us due to issues
with the sound we make
when operating our business. 
“We continue to work with
both South Glos and B&NES
council to monitor our site. 
“As a family owned and
operated business, who have
lived on the farm for 29 years,
we are realistic in the
assumption that you can
never please everyone; we
now employ over 68 staff (up
from just 12 four years ago)
from the local area and are

now the third largest visitor
attraction in B&NES, seeing
200,000 visitors a year visit

the park.”
You can read the BVRA letter
in full on page 10.

Bitton/Keynsham 

Residents react to country park noise



10 The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018

LETTERS

Write to us
Please e-mail letters

to
admin@theweekin.co.uk

or post to:
The Week In

8 Temple Court
Keynsham

Bristol
BS31 1HA

Plea over noise
intrusion     
Dear readers of The Week In  
Please can you help? I am writing on
behalf of your neighbours in Bitton who,
over the last few years, have experienced
increasing noise intrusion from the
business known as Avon Valley
Adventure & Wildlife Park located within
Bath & North East Somerset and close to
the border of South Gloucestershire. It is
about three-quarters of a mile away from
Bitton village.
Are you also suffering from similar
intrusions? If so, we are hoping that you
will support us actively by letting us
know and/or additionally lodging a
formal complaint with B&NES
Environmental Protection Team.
(http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/services/envi
ronment/pollution/noise-pollution )  
The nature of this business has
transformed over the years from one that
harmoniously complemented its rural,
peaceful country, riverside location to one
that clashes with its environment and
neighbours. For instance, activities have
extended from promoting such things as
excellent wildlife experiences for
children to daily events during the
summer that include pig racing and
fortnight-long festival type events such as
the ‘FEAR’ Festival in October. These
new activities are more akin to a theme
park and are accompanied by high
volume, regular loudspeaker
announcements and commentaries, plus
enormous outdoor sound systems, the
noise from which causes very intrusive
daily and evening disturbance to people
in Bitton and can also be heard at
Swineford, Upton Cheyney and further
afield.
In morphing into an adventure and

wildlife park and a festival/event venue
its countryside character has changed
beyond recognition and the management,
sadly, has no empathy with their
neighbours over the river. Various
informal and polite approaches have been
made to the owner/manager of the park to
no effect. All the signs are that the
intention is to develop existing activities
and add more. As Bitton is in South
Gloucestershire, formal complaints and
associated evidence have been lodged
there in accordance with their council
officers’ advice.
Absolutely no one in Bitton wishes to be
a killjoy or discourage reasonable
business activities. However, during the
last couple of years the noise has become
increasingly intrusive and without
intervention looks set to get much worse
for the surrounding communities.
We hope that you will support Bitton
residents in their efforts to stop this
uncharacteristic intrusion into your and
our shared, highly appreciated and fragile
environment. We would be grateful to
hear from you about your experiences and
get your backing before the situation
worsens. We would also be happy to
provide reciprocal support if we are able. 
Alan Murtagh,Secretary, Bitton
Village Residents Association.
bvra17@gmail.com

Building stronger
roads     
Dear Sir  
There has been publicity in the press and
on BBC TV about using recycled plastic
pellets mixed into the mix for pothole
repairs. This is being tried out in Cumbria
and Enfield.
At last, possible progress in the material
used to repair after years of using

inefficient Tarmac.
I highlighted before that the Road
Research Laboratory has been
experimenting with different materials
and laying techniques, yet their work was
not mentioned in these very recent
reports.
This country is mediaeval in its approach
to the massively longstanding problem of
road surfaces and really has to use new
products, so that once the product is laid,
it should stay laid or at least last much
longer than ‘good old Tarmac’.
And of course this new product will help
resolve the matter of our plastic bottle
waste no longer welcomed by Chinese
industry! So, two problems solved in one
go? 
So can our government actually do
something properly for once - or even for
twice?
Alan Elkan, Downend

Firms should sponsor
litter bins     
Dear Sir  
I refer to the letter in The Week In Issue
516 titled ‘Don't be a litter lout’. 
I too live in Chewton Keynsham and want
to know what the retail outlets are doing
to educate their customers. It’s time that
the people making a profit from selling
fast food took responsibility for the
ignorant actions of their customers. 
As a starting point, they could get
together and sponsor the installation and
servicing costs of a few bins along our
lanes so that we can more easily tidy up
after the idiots.
Name and address supplied

Figure it out     
Dear Stephen  
When I received our new B&NES

council tax bill, I noticed that the charge
for social care had increased from
£81.42 to £145.62 and this was noted as
an increase of 3%. 
I made it 78.85%.
When I queried this with B&NES, they
explained that the £64.20 increase was
only 3% of the combined 2017/18
B&NES council tax of £2,059.13 and
social care charge of £81.42.
What sort of creative accounting is that?
If our authorities are playing tricks like
that, how can we trust any figures they
produce?
Reg Williams,
Saltford

Where has our
compassion gone?     
Dear Editor  
Whilst I agree that we shouldn’t let
“feral louts” rule the roost and should
combat this behaviour, starting with the
parents, I do not see how stopping
foreign aid will help at all.  
Out of the hundreds of pounds I paid in
tax in the last tax year, only £5 went on
foreign aid. This would hardly be
enough to fund the numbers of
policemen we need to try and address
the awful situation with louts but would
be a big loss to people who are living in
dire poverty and in need of help around
the world.  
The behaviour of these feral louts is a
disgrace, but it is also a disgrace how
people, including Rees-Mogg MP, are
calling for foreign aid to be
discontinued. Where has our
compassion gone?
Irene Pearce
Keynsham



Pet peeve     
Dear Sir  
Reading the complaint about ‘Dogs on
buses’ in Issue 517, I felt compelled to
respond. What a narrow-minded view the
complainant has. The 42, like the vast
majority of all buses outside of rush-hour
journeys, is hardly ever more than half
full. So what if a dog takes up a ‘place’, at
least it is accompanied by a fee-paying
customer. 
As for complaining about the doggy
smell, need I say they are plenty of human
bus passengers who hardly smell of roses! 
As for the potential that with two dogs on
board (shock, horror), the “dogs could
have a brawl”, again far more likely for
two human passengers to end up doing
that! 
Graham, Longwell Green 

Spotlight on another
press tycoon     
Dear Stephen  
Mike Gates’ letter, Issue 517, noting the
deliberate distortion of the ‘news’
published in their papers by foreign
billionaire owners with a political agenda,
contained a notable omission, Alexander
Lebedev, a Russian oligarch. 
The subject of his degree at Moscow
University was 'Spreading the World
Socialist System', and he joined the KGB,
and then its successor the Foreign
Intelligence Service, when he was sent to
London as a spy with the diplomatic
cover of an economics attaché. The KGB
had arguably the biggest ministerial
budget, and Putin made sure the FIS
retained that when ‘democracy' came. 
This was the source of the generous
golden handshakes that compliant ex-
colleagues received, on the understanding

that the profit and influence of their
successful business enterprises would be
used to further Russian political aims, and
Lebedev was photographed having a
grateful handshake from Putin in May
2002. With the advent of online news he
bought several failing English papers,
notably The Independent, Independent on
Sunday, and in the name of his playboy
son, Evgeny, the London Evening
Standard, which is given away free,
getting his views across being the
important thing. 
The sharpness of his intellect is illustrated
by his master stroke of latterly employing
one of Mrs May's biggest critics, George
Osborne, as Evening Standard editor. To
coin a phrase, ‘Hell hath no fury like an
ex-Chancellor scorned!’.
M O’Regan

Labour’s actions
don’t match their
words     
Dear Editor  
Re the article in Issue 517 of The Week In
(‘Improvement programme for special
educational needs and disabilities’)
Labour councillors are being completely
disingenuous because their actions do not
match their words.  As part of our plans to
improve the quality of special educational
needs, we have pushed through
significant investment in our Council
Budget. If the Labour group have genuine
concerns about our most vulnerable
children, then I have to ask why it is that
they voted against our Budget proposals
to invest in better SEND provision.
As part of the Budget in February there
were a number of proposals to invest
more in education and SEND in
particular. These include a £1.2m capital

investment in SEND over the next three
years to fund three projects to provide 59
new school places. These projects
including: 
• working with South Gloucestershire and
Stroud College to provide 25 places for
Post 16 young people with SEND; 
• working with New Horizons in
Kingswood to provide Key Stage 1 (Years
1 and 2) for children with Social
Emotional and Mental Health difficulties;
• working with Warmley Park to provide
pre-school places for children with
Severe Learning Difficulties and
Profound and Multiple Learning
Difficulties;
• Warmley Park Special School is already
undergoing a £6m expansion, which
would have been halted had the council’s
capital programme not been approved at
the February Budget meeting.
As part of the new schools national
funding formula and high needs formula,
South Gloucestershire is receiving an
additional £4.4m - £2.9m of which will be
invested in children with the highest
needs. An additional Budget proposal
included doubling the schools’
improvement budget from £50,000 to
£100,000. 
But Liberal Democrat and Labour
councillors decided to vote against the
entire Budget. By voting against our plans
for investing in SEND and education
more broadly, the Labour group shows
that they say one thing and do something
completely different. They are willing to
use our most vulnerable children as a
political football, which I find profoundly
disappointing. They can’t be taken
seriously.
Toby Savage
South Gloucestershire Council’s
Cabinet Member for Education

School budgets at
breaking point     
Dear Editor  
We may be reaching a tipping point on
school funding. In recent days reports
have been coming in thick and fast
proving what school leaders already
know – that budgets are at breaking point.
The influential Education Policy Institute
reported that the proportion of local
authority maintained secondary schools
in deficit has nearly trebled, with more
than 60% spending more than their
income in 2016-17.
The 2018 Academies Benchmark Report
revealed that 55% of the 450 academy
trusts audited up to August 2017 were in
deficit.
No school is immune. Primary and
secondary, academy and local authority,
mainstream and specialist; the entire
state-funded school system is rapidly
heading towards insolvency.
And the cuts are beginning to have an
impact on children and education.
Horrifyingly, 65% of school leaders
‘strongly agree’ that cutbacks have
already had a negative impact on the
performance of their school.
In the last General Election campaign,
school funding was a key issue on the
doorstep. It is clear that parents will not
tolerate school standards slipping and that
they are concerned for their children’s
future.
The government’s only option now is to
find more money for schools, as they are
doing for the NHS. 
Paul Whiteman
General Secretary of school leaders’
union NAHT
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Hard to

understand (8)
6. Wharf (4)
8. Garland (3)
9. Candied cake

decoration (8)
10. Weathercock (4)
12. Lopsided (5)
14. Swiss currency (5)
17. Sea eagle (4)
18. Catastrophe (8)
20. Tolerable (8)
24. Equivalent (4)
25. Frequently (5)
26. Takes in (5)
29. Church service (4)
30. Antipathy (8)
31. Be unwell (3)
32. Developed (4)
33. Part of church (8)

DOWN

2. Link (4)

3. African fly (6)

4. Joined (6)

5. Flair (4)

6. Frogmen (6)

7. Relating to dogs (6)

11. Speed (mus.) (5)

12. Anxiety (5)

13. Exert (5)

14. Obese (3)

15. Book of maps (5)

16. Belief (5)

19. Managed (3)

21. Romantic intrigue (6)

22. Playground item (6)

23. Cry of discovery (6)

24. Putrefaction (6)

27. Stop (4)

28. Frolic (4)

Following the post-
ponement of the
Hanham & Longwell
Green Community
Engagement Forum on
1st March because of the
snow, this meeting has
now been rearranged for
Thursday 26th April
from 7pm to 9pm at
Hanham Community
Centre.
Everyone is welcome to
attend. You can raise any
improvements or issues
you may have, or simply
come along and listen to
what is being discussed
for your area.

Hanham/
Longwell Green 
Community
meeting

LETTERS
South Glos five-year
housing supply     
Dear Sir  
The article printed in last week’s
issue states that South
Gloucestershire planning officers
said that amongst other reasons for
eight homes being built on Siston
Common that further weight is
given in favour when one considers
the current inability of the council to
demonstrate a five-year housing
land supply. Does this mean South
Glos has not got one? 
A case was highlighted recently in
BBCs Countryfile, one community
had lost a beautiful meadow. Such
councils are targeted by land
promoters. They prepare sites for
development by doing time
consuming work of gaining
planning permission. It is then sold
on (shovel ready) to house builders.
They work within the labyrinthine
planning system, taking advantage

of its weakness and loopholes. So
South Gloucestershire Council,
have you got this five-year housing
land supply, if not why?   
Jennifer Shepherd

The delivery that
never fails     
Dear Editor  
The one thing that I look forward to
each day is the first cup of coffee
and the morning paper. On
surveying the snow scene on the 1st
day of March and the accompanying
news of the chaos to follow,
obviously there would be no
newspaper. How wrong I was. In the
thick blanket of snow were the
footprints of Mr Patel and, in my
porch, the paper.  
This may seem a small act in the
whole scheme of things, but Mr &
Mrs Patel of Saltford News are more
than shopkeepers. Nothing is too
much trouble for them, and that

morning he ensured I was okay as
well. So despite many things
coming to a halt, Mr Patel made sure
he didn’t miss a delivery and he
made my day.   
On behalf of your many customers,
Thank you very much.                                                                                        
Mrs M Baker, Saltford

Praise for community
centre     
Dear Sir  
I was surprised to read in your issue
of 21st March the comments of your
anonymous writer entitled 'Not such
a warm welcome' regarding the
Longwell Green Community
Centre.
Being associated with two long-
standing groups (one of 70 years
plus and one of 50 years plus) who
use the centre, I can honestly say
that never has there been such a
warm welcome. All personnel from
the trustees, to the management

team, ALL staff and virtually all of
the groups who use the premises are
cheerful, helpful, hard-working and
accommodating. Unfortunately the
previous writer, by not specifying
either name or grievance, makes it
difficult to determine what the
problem is, or if it can be solved by
negotiation, this being the hallmark
of a centre that wishes to bring the
community together. We all
occasionally need to work together
and use 'give and take' diplomacy in
order to maintain friendly relations.
Believe me, this community centre
is worthy of the title.
Jenny Stone

Keep in touch, let

us know what you think,

send us your news

facebook.com/theweekin
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St Mary’s Players, who are based at Page
Community Association in Staple Hill, are
rehearsing for their big annual musical The Baker’s
Wife, which will be staged at the Redgrave Theatre
in Clifton from Tuesday 3rd to Saturday 7th April.
This romantic musical is written by Joseph Stein
(Fiddler on the Roof) and composed by Stephen
Schwartz (known for Godspell, Pippin and
Wicked). Set in a rural village in 1935, it focuses

on the bickering residents when they are forced to
go without bread for seven weeks.
St Mary’s Players first performed this musical at
the Redgrave Theatre 22 years ago.
Tickets are £15. Visit https://www.smpmtc.co.uk/
The award-winning Players also produce a smaller
musical revue at Page Community Association
each autumn.  They are always looking to hear
from new members.

What do superconductivity-induced features in electronic Raman
spectrum of monolayer graphene, chess tournaments and Chopin’s
Op No 10 all have in
common? A young
man called Aitor
Garcia-Ruiz Fuentes.
Aitor is a brilliant
young research
physicist at Bath
University and will
bring his heart and
soul to the
performance of
Chopin, Debussy, Albeniz, Rachmaninov and Prokofiev at The Space
on Saturday 21st April. 
His love of the piano and his extraordinary grasp of and passion for
these great composers is electrifying, and he is just part of a
fascinating programme of music in the third such concert brought to
Keynsham by JustCentreStage.
Following on from Aitor’s performance, world-class cellist Keith
Tempest is joined by pianist Barbara Murray to perform works by
Schuman and Shostakovich. 
Doors open at 7pm and tickets cost £15 or £10 for under 23s from
www.keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.co.uk

The choir Nomine are presenting a performance of
Faure Requiem plus The Easter Hymn at St Mary’s
Church, Bitton, on Saturday 21st April at 3pm.

Entrance is free with a retiring collection in aid of
church funds. 
Refreshments will be available.

Romantic musical Classical concert

Nomine to perform at church

Warmley Wheelers, an accessible cycle scheme run
by local learning disability charity Milestones
Trust, are holding an open day on Saturday 7th
April. Warmley Wheelers are based next to
Warmley Waiting Room Café, by the Bristol &
Bath Railway Path. They have wheelchair-adapted

bikes, as well as ones designed for two people and
others that are ideal for people learning to cycle.
To find out more or to book a session, call Patrick
Dewar on 07587 034 366 or email
warmleywheelers@milestones trust.org.uk You
can also find them on Facebook.

Gearing up for open day

OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in April

Aitor Garcia-Ruiz Fuentes
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in April

The Rotary Club of Wrington Vale, is
promoting the Big Frisbee Golf Challenge
over the weekend of 21st and 22nd April in aid
of mental health charities working with
children, teenagers and young adults, and
other charities supported by Rotary.
The club is building Europe's Biggest Ever
Frisbee Golf Course – a unique 54 basket
course on the Mendip Hills above Churchill.
The event starts on Saturday 21st April with a

sponsored family fun day suitable for all ages
and abilities. Disc golf is just like traditional
golf, the difference is it’s played by throwing a
flying disc into a metal target in the fewest
throws. The Big Frisbee Golf Challenge's
national headline charity is YoungMinds - the
UK’s leading charity championing the
wellbeing and mental health of young people. 
For more details, visit the BFG Event website
at www.bfgevent.co.uk/

The Big Frisbee Golf Challenge

The award-winning Keynsham Light Opera
Group (KLOG) will be performing the well-
known and loved musical Oliver! at
Broadlands Academy from Tuesday 24th to
Saturday 28th April.
The show, based on Charles Dickens' classic
story of a young boy who seeks his fortune on
the streets of London, features the songs As

Long As He Needs Me, Oom Pah Pah, I’d Do
Anything and Who Will Buy? 
There are performances from the Tuesday to
Saturday evening at 7.30pm and a Saturday
matinee at 2.30pm
For tickets call the box office 07580 259 757
or visit https://www.klogs.co.uk/

Opera group perform Oliver!

Keynsham’s 2018 Walking
Festival, organised by the
Keynsham Walkers are
Welcome group and
supported by the town
council, will take place over
the weekend of 6-8th April.

There will be several walks
catering for all abilities. Two
are being run in conjunction
with Keynsham & Saltford
Local History Society with
one with Avon Wildlife Trust.
The longest walk of the
festival will be eight miles,
taking in Compton Dando
and Tucking Mill. As part of
the festival there will be a
quiz at the Conservative Club
in Keynsham on the Saturday
evening, starting at 8pm when
the quizmaster will be Alan
Lassman.
There will also be a family
fun day on the Sunday at the

bandstand in Memorial Park.
Beginning at 1.30pm, there
will be a children's treasure
hunt and other entertainment
including a visit from pirates,
a face painter and balloon
modeller. 
All events are open to the
public and there is a charge
for some. Full details are on
the Keynsham Walkers are
Welcome website, where
bookings can be made, or
alternatively in person at the
Keynsham Town Council
offices in Temple Street
which is open on weekdays
from 9am to 4pm.

Keynsham Walking Festival
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A lorry’s load of roof trusses collided with
the railway bridge near Bitton Station on
the A431 during Thursday’s morning
rush hour.
South Gloucestershire Council officers went
out later in the day to inspect the bridge
which carries both the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path and the steam railway.
The bridge has already been waiting for
girder repairs after it was struck in February
2015 by a vehicle flouting the 14ft 3in
height restriction. 
The work had been due to take place at the
start of last year, involving closing the road,
steam train activity and a section of the
railway path for up to eight weeks, but it was
postponed. It is understood the council was
unable to appoint a contractor in time.
At the time the council assured the public
that the bridge was safe and said the scheme,
which also involves replacing parapets and

repainting the bridge, would take place in
the next financial year.
This week the council said that estimates
received for the girder repairs had exceeded
its available budget, so the work is currently
on hold whilst it reviews plans to try to
reduce the costs. 

Bitton 

Damaged railway
bridge gets struck again

Hearing aid
from the Lions
Andy Tyrrell, from
Keynsham & District
Lions Club, presented a
cheque for £500 to
David Melling from the
Centre for the Deaf &
Hard of Hearing, which
is based at the Vassall
Centre in Fishponds.
The centre, in addition to
its research development
of the understanding of
hearing loss, is dedicated to providing the opportunity
for deaf and hard of hearing people in our area to
socialise and share experiences. 
It organises coffee mornings on the first and third
Tuesday of the month, providing a safe and welcoming
environment for people to get together and relax and
share their experiences.
The centre also raises awareness amongst local
businesses about some of the barriers the deaf and hard
of hearing community faces.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost

option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings 

is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Artwork by all the pupils
at Redfield Edge Primary
School went on display in
a special exhibition last
Tuesday.
Framing company Images
displayed the students’
work, and two guest judges
- local councillor Paul
Hughes and Becky Romaine
from MP Chris Skidmore’s
office - selected eight
winners from 200 entries. 
All the winners received an

Easter egg donated by Tesco
at Warmley and a pupil’s
grandparent. Every child
also received an Easter lolly
or sweets for entering.
Kelly Woodruff, chair of the
PTA, said: “We took a class
at a time around the art
gallery, giving each child an
opportunity to see their own
work and all the other
pieces. We then invited the
parents in to view and
purchase the art.

“As a PTA we feel really
strongly in giving the
children a chance to show
their talents other than
academically and some of
the children really shone
through. The PTA and all
the staff at Redfield Edge
are extremely proud of the
children’s efforts.”
The PTA also ran a
chocolate tombola and
refreshments during the
afternoon.

Children’s nursery Snap-
dragons, based at Ellsbridge
House on Bath Road, has
been rated as Good by
Ofsted following its latest
inspection.
Inspector Rachael Williams
said the highly enthusiastic
and knowledgeable man-
agement team have high
expectations for staff and
children, and there are well-
established systems to

assess youngsters’ progress.
Children form strong bonds
with caring staff who know
them well, and they gain the
skills they require for their
eventual move to school.
Staff plan a stimulating
range of experiences, which
reflects children's interests,
achievements from home
and their next steps in
learning.
The report says there are

good partnerships with
parents, professionals and
early years settings,
especially to support
children who have special
educational needs, to enable
continuity in care, learning
and development.
There are 204 children on
the roll at Snapdragons,
which is one of a chain of
eight privately owned
nurseries. 

Oldland Common

School holds art
exhibition to showcase
youngsters’ talent

Keynsham

Good rating for nursery



The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018 21



22 The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018



The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018 23

Following on from our
article in Issue 516 about
vandalism in and around
Keynsham, the police have
advised local neighbour-
hood watch schemes of a
number of other incidents
during March.
On the same evening as a
garden fork was thrown
through a window in Dapps
Hill (as reported in Issue
516), an unsuccessful
attempt was also made to
force a car door in the same
road and a garden fence was

damaged in Albert Road. 
On the following afternoon,
access was gained through
the outer door of a
residential complex in
Carpenters Lane and
damage caused to one of the
interior flat doors. A car was
also damaged in Cranmore
Avenue that evening by
someone walking over the
bonnet.
On 13th March a car
windscreen was smashed in
Compton Green. On 18th
March a break-in to a

construction site on Park
Road resulted in an
estimated £1,500 of
damage. A van was broken
in to in Handel Road the
following day and a car’s
rear window smashed with a
brick in Mayfields on 20th
March. 
On the night of 22nd March,
two cars were damaged on
Chandag Road, another two
in Windrush Green and one
in Wansbeck Road where it
appeared someone had
walked over the bonnet.

Keynsham Townswomen’s Guild president June
Vickerman presented Alan Hale, on behalf of Keynsham
Dementia Action Alliance, with a cheque for £275. The
money was collected
throughout the year by
members at various
fundraising events.
Hilary Clarke, the
Guild’s cake maker, is
pictured left, with June Vickerman, right, cutting a
special in remembrance of 100 years of women’s votes.

Keynsham 

Spotlight on
Townswomen’s Guild 

The next guided footpath walk jointly organised by
Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish councils is on Sunday
April 15th at 2.30pm, meeting in the Chequers Inn car
park, Hanham Mills.
This will be a riverside and woodland walk to Conham
with an optional climb to Panorama Walk. 
Find out from Clive Brett on 0117 3295183 or email
clive@brett.org.uk

Guided footpath walk

Keynsham 

More vandalism
and anti-social
behaviour reported
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With the West of England
Partnership due to submit
its Joint Spatial Plan (JSP)
for examination today
(28th March) the
Government has just
released details of its
interim housing package
for the region.
Two projects for which the
West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) together
with North Somerset
Council have applied for
funding through the
Government’s Housing
Infrastructure Fund (HIF)
have moved on to co-
development – the next
stage of the competitive
process. One of these is the
£250m project to develop
transport infrastructure on

the Keynsham to Bristol
Temple Meads corridor. The
other is the M5/A38 link in
North Somerset.
WECA has also received
£3m of funding from the
Government to establish a
strategic delivery team to
progress large sites in the
region for housing
development as part of its
commitment to accelerate
new housing delivery in the
early years of the JSP. As
part of the interim housing
package announced by
Housing Minister Sajid
Javid, WECA is committed
to increasing the number of
homes its builds to 7,500 a
year in 2018/19 to 2020/21.
The funding and
progression of the HIF

projects were part of a
Government announcement
last week of £300m towards
housing and infrastructure
projects in the West of
England, Oxford and
Greater Manchester. The
Housing Minister said at the
time: “This new housing
investment in Greater
Manchester, the West of
England and Oxfordshire
will help build much-
needed homes, giving more
people the opportunity to
get on the property ladder.
“We’re also investing in
local infrastructure like
schools, roads and hospitals,
so that we can help unlock
even more new homes in the
areas where they’re needed
most and build a Britain fit

for the future.”
WECA Mayor Tim Bowles
welcomed the news: “This
deal will support us to work
with our constituent
councils, and North
Somerset Council, to build
homes and communities
that are well-connected.”
As we reported last year
(Issue 497) the final version
of the West of England Joint
Spatial Plan includes

provision for an extra 1,000
homes on the north side of
Keynsham as well 750 on
the site of the current
Brislington Park & Ride
site. Infrastructure impro-
vements to mitigate this
development include
upgrading the P&R facility
by relocating it to Hicks
Gate and forming a
transport interchange with a
new MetroBus service.

West of England

Funding to deliver new homes

Tim Bowles
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Funding to improve sports and leisure facilities in
Kingswood, Downend and Frenchay has been granted
by South Gloucestershire Council using contributions
received from housing developers.
Section 106 contributions are attached as to conditions
to planning permission granted by the council to
mitigate the effects of increased housing in area.
Outdoor sports facilities and amenities for young
people are a common requirement and earlier this
month South Gloucestershire Council Cabinet
Member for Communities and Tourism Heather
Goddard confirmed the awards of just over £450,000
to 10 different projects within the authority.
Among these were £60,000 towards the construction
and operation of new changing rooms and a pavilion at
the King George V playing fields in Downend. New
toilet and storage facilities for AEK Boco FC will be
aided by a £7,600 grant and just under £9,000 is going
towards enhancing the floodlighting at the Deanery
Road playing fields. Frenchay Cricket Club and
Downend and Frenchay Tennis Club are also set to
receive funding towards ground improvements.

Council awards
for sports facilities

Keynsham Walking Football Over
65s won a four-team tournament at
Clevedon earlier this month. 
The team defeated sides from Weston-
super-Mare and Clevedon before
drawing with Bristol United.
Back row from left, Terry Stone, Peter
Byrne, Chris Ashton, Mike Slucutt &
John Mead. Front row from left, Dave
Ball, Martin Coles, Jeff Adams &
Walt Tarrant.

Tournament success for
Over 65s

The Rotary Club of Keynsham Chew Valley
is once again collecting unwanted hand tools
which can be given a new life in Africa. The
charity Tools for Self Reliance collects and
refurbishes tools which are then shipped to
Africa where tradespeople are trained in
their use. This in turn helps them to earn

from their skills and contribute to the
sustainability of rural communities.
The next collection will be on Saturday 14th
April in the car park at Waitrose, Broadmead
Lane, from 8.30am to 12.30pm. If you are
unable to get there or have tools which
required collection, call 0117 9864407.

Keynsham

Collecting tools to aid Africa
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What has become clear
just from writing the last
two articles about
recycling our household
waste is that it really is a
‘load of rubbish’! And
unless something drastic is
done soon, that ‘load’ is
just going to get bigger
and bigger.
The average recycling rate
in England is currently
around 45%. EU guidelines
have been set at 50% by
2020 and 55% five years
after that. How relevant EU
guidelines are by that stage
is anybody’s guess and
while we have come a long
way since the year 2000
when we recycled just about
11% of our household
waste, the devolved
authority of Wales is already

well beyond that 55%
target. While Minister
Michael Gove has made
some encouraging
statements in recent months,
and the media seems to have
latched on to the ‘war on
plastics’, the long-awaited
Defra 25-year plan has been
delayed once more to the
second half of this year. As
was evidenced at my recent
visit to the MRF in
Avonmouth, the sheer
volume and complexity of
our household waste is
mind-boggling and
estimates of the number of
different contracts and
arrangements in place at all
the local councils in
England are in the hundreds. 
Within local government the
debate also rages as to

whether providing recycling
services in-house or
contracting out is the more
efficient. Locally we have
one council doing the
former and two the latter,
but all struggling to
maintain frontline services
in the face of ongoing cuts
in central government
funding. So don’t expect
any life-changing announ-
cements of capital funding
anytime soon.
Then there is we, the
residents who generate the
waste in the first place.
Clearly, we still struggle to
understand the messages
which are sent to us by our
council – and given the
number of changes to
collection rotas and what
should go into this or that

bag, box or bin, perhaps we
can be excused to some
degree. Simple messages
are best and when it seems
acceptable to build the
maximum number of houses
on the minimum amount of
land to the extent they don’t
even have a rear access, it is
just not possible to store
four or five different boxes
and put them out on the
required day. Yet locally,
our three councils estimate
that half of what goes into
our black bins could still be
recycled. So what can we do
to avoid being buried under
piles of rubbish in the near
future? Despite the media
coverage, we cannot simply
uninvent plastic. While we
quickly need to adopt a new
approach to plastic usage

(as we did with plastic bags)
it is too embedded in the
way we live our lives today.
Replacing all plastic with
other materials would also
have consequences on our
supply of natural resources,
like wood.
Of the many the buzz words
and acronyms I have learnt
in recent weeks like MRF,
one is of particular interest.
EPR means Extended
Producer Responsibility. It
basically means the
producer of a product
remains responsible for it
after its initial use or, at
least, responsible for
funding the systems that
ensure the materials
embedded in that product
are recovered and stay
in economic use. Basically, 

Tipping point or turning point?
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making the company which
sells us a product think and
invest more in the way they
package it and not just the
marketing appeal of the
wrapper. 
Last year, a report from the
Government’s Chief
Scientific Adviser, ‘From
waste to resource
productivity’, looked at a
number of case studies,
including the reasons why
people in Wales are already

recycling almost 30% more
than in England. The main
reason was the volume of
food waste being recycled
and this is surely an area
where our local councils can
make even more progress in
reducing the amount which
still goes into black bins.
And I am not being paid by
any local council to say this
but in the absence of a
government waste policy or
shovel loads of money from

central or local government,
it is we who can have the
biggest impact in the short
term. There are two
behavioural changes which
can make a significant
difference. The first is to
stop thinking that just
because we pay our council
tax, it is the council’s
responsibility to deal with
our rubbish. We buy the
stuff and we throw a lot of it
away. It may not be possible

to store every colour of box
and bin but for most of us, it
really isn’t too hard a habit
shift to actually separate our
food waste from the rest or
put newspapers and
magazines to one side until
it’s time to put them on the
kerbside. If 50% is still
going into black bins, it’s
time we took more
responsibility.
The other change we can
make is as consumers. If we

tell Amazon we will buy
from other online retailers
unless they change their
packaging policy, or tell
Asda or Sainsbury’s that we
will buy more at Iceland
(where they have vowed to
end single use plastics) it is
the one message that
resounds. It will be easier
for us to recycle it properly
if they produced less of it to
begin with.

Stephen Rodgers



Meow there
Let me start by introducing
myself, I am Polly Perkins
but you can call me Polly for
short. I used to live with my
owner Jean in a local care
home but she has had to be
moved and the new place will
not accept pets of any kind so
I’m a little lost. 
I used to stay with Jean all
day in our room and slept

when she slept so I’m no
bother. I’m not interested in
running up curtains or even
going outside when the
window is open. I just love
cuddles and ear tickles. I am
litter trained and very clean
and I eat wet food as well as
dry. I am neutered and come
with a supply of top quality
treatments - I’m told these
will keep me from getting

eaten by fleas but this must be
done monthly if you wouldn’t
mind putting them on for me. 
I am with my foster carer at
the moment but the family
already have a cat and a kitten
and I’m finding it hard to
settle. I spend most of my
time in the dark, hiding
behind the chairs as I’m
scared so a new home with
just me and you and daytime
TV sounds just right for me. I
will be a loving companion
and a friend if you will let me. 
If after reading this and you
think I would be happy with
you in your home, please ring
Emma on 07904 932818 as
she is in charge of my welfare
and made a promise to make
sure I would be in safe hands. 
Between me and you I think

she has got a soft spot for me
so please don’t be offended if
she will want to see where
and who I will be living with

before I can move in. 
I hope to hear from someone
soon.
Meow for now

Loving cat seeks new home
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Public Notice

Bereavements

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural

Services

Appliances

Blinds

Foot Care

Fencing

Carpet Fitters

Caravan Storage
Building Services

Car Repairs

Carpentry

Electrical

Electrical

Denture Repairs

Carpet Cleaning

Building Services
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Service Directory

PlasteringLogs

Home

Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Kitchens

& Bathrooms

Painting

& Decorating

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Pet Services

Guttering

Hair & BeautyGarden ServicesGarden Services

D.JAMES DECORATING

36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   Locksmiths

House Clearance

Home Help

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at

2 weeks



The Week in • Wednesday 28th March 2018 31

Service Directory
Book a series

of adverts

and save

even more

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week

exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers

Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING

SERVICES.   

For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plastering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

BOOKS, paper ephemera,
postcards, football programmes,
records, toys etc.
Best prices paid. Phone Rick on
01761 232936

Wanted

Sewing Lessons
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