
Plans to build a mini 18-
hole golf course featuring
four-metre high dinosaurs in
Saltford’s Green Belt have

sparked objections.
Applicants Adventure
Experience, which run
similar facilities elsewhere

in the south of England,
have submitted plans to
B&NES Council to build
the family leisure facility at

Glenavon Farm, next to the
A4 Bath Road. The course
would be created on
concrete hardstanding and

former silage clamps and a
small strip of agricultural
land. Planning permission
was granted in 2013 for the
use of some of the
redundant farm buildings as
a farm shop/café and that is
currently under constru-
ction. In 2015 permission
was granted for several
other redundant barns as a
showroom for Kindle
Stoves, which is now up and
running. 
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Continued from page 1
A total of 87 car parking
spaces are proposed in the
car park to the west of the
site to be shared with the
showroom and farm shop. 
Adventure Experience say
they have created a number
of facilities all on Green
Belt and/or metropolitan
open land locations: “In
each case the facility has
attracted families of all age
groups, and improved the
open recreation use of the
Green Belt. Typically the
facilities serve as an asset to
the community.”
The golf course at Glenavon
Farm would include a water
feature, three dinosaur props
and a kiosk, and the
applicants say there would
be “no adverse impact” on
the landscape, ecology, trees
or biodiversity: “The
proposed planting will
provide the site with a
green, natural appearance,
complimentary to its

location within the Green
Belt.”
They add: “We consider that
the residential amenity of
adjoining residents will be
preserved, and the
development will allow for
a new exciting leisure
attraction for the entire
family.”
Access is proposed via the
existing site access from
Bath Road. Adventure
Experience say that the
visibility splays are in
excess of those required for
a 40mph speed limited road,
and that the local authority
does not consider there to be
any major road or traffic
objections. They add that
the site is highly accessible
as there is also a cycleway
and footway linking the site
to Keynsham to the west
and Saltford to the east, and
bus services are close by.
But Saltford Environment

Group has criticised the
proposals: “The appearance
of large plastic/fibreglass
dinosaurs up to four metres
high would be completely
absurd in the same
landscape vista as two of
Saltford's most important
ancient buildings in our
Conservation Area - St
Mary's Church (a Norman
church with Anglo-Saxon
tower), and Saltford Manor
House constructed during
the reign of Henry I in
c.1148, and reputed to be
England's longest continu-
ously inhabited manor
house.”
The group adds that viewed
from the Cotswold Area of
Outstanding Natural Beauty
and from public footpaths in
the Green Belt on the north
side of the Conservation
Area, such an appearance
would be “incongruous”,
and nearby properties would

be adversely affected by
visual intrusion out of
keeping with the local area
and from noise pollution
“from the roars emanating
from the dinosaurs”, along
with increased traffic to and
from the site on the already
heavily congested A4. 
They also highlight the
recent removal, “apparently
without authorisation” of

the perimeter hedgerow on
the south side of the site. 
Saltford Parish Council has
voiced similar concerns and
adds that the dinosaurs
could be a distraction to
motorists. Consultation
closed this week and
B&NES planners will
decide in the coming weeks
whether planning permis-
sion should be granted.
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Some former pupils of
Mangotsfield C of E
School paid a nostalgic
final visit prior to its
demolition and the site
being developed by into a
21-home estate. 
As a gesture to retain a
memory of the school,
developers Cotswold
Homes are making a
donation of up to £10,000 to
erect a piece of artwork

which will reflect its history,
and following the tour, a
meeting was held to suggest
how this could be spent.
One suggestion is to have
metallic figures of small
children sat on a bench
reading books.
If any readers have any
other ideas email local
councillor Michael Bell at
michael.bell@southglos.go
v.uk 
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Be up with the lark

Mangotsfield

Nostalgic visit for former pupils

The Keynsham & Saltford branch of the Avon Wildlife Trust
will be holding their annual Dawn Chorus walk on Sunday
22nd April from 4.30am to 8am, starting at Saltford’s
Shallows car park.
This is a great way to learn how to identify from their songs
the many birds that are found in the area. Songs of all
common species will be pointed out and their identification
features clarified. 
The walk will follow the railway path cycle track towards
Bitton, and back again. Wrap up warm and binoculars and a
bird identification guide will be helpful for once it gets light.
A hot drink in a flask is also recommended.
The annual walks normally finds 30+ different species.
There is information on Saltford Environment Group’s
website and contact details on how to confirm your
attendance.



Aldi has been granted
permission to extend
delivery hours at its Bath
Road store to meet
customer demand.
The retailer applied to South
Gloucestershire Council to
alter the hours on Sundays
and bank holidays (8am to
8pm) to 7am to 10pm,
bringing it into line with the
same hours for the rest of
the week. The supermarket
opened in 2014 on what was
previously a service station
and garage. 
Hanham Abbots Parish
Council objected to Aldi’s
request for expanded
delivery hours, saying it saw
no reason to amend the
condition which was in
place for the benefit of
nearby residents.

And there were objections
from two local residents
unhappy that lorries would
be arriving at times when
they usually have a break
from the day-to-day hustle
and bustle of the
supermarket, and that Aldi
employees already make
considerable noise when
arriving and leaving the
premises, which starts an
hour before opening times,
and an hour after the store
has closed. This would be
even earlier/later in the day
with a change in delivery
hours.
One complaint was that
during Christmas periods,
Aldi parks a refrigerated
container at the side of the
store and the clatter of the
trolleys going up and down

the ramp, at times goes on
until 1am, and shifts can
start as early as 4am, while
the humming of the
refrigerated container goes
on all night, making it
impossible to sleep.
But the council’s planning
department said the current
application merely seeks to
vary the condition to allow a

“modest” increase and the
proposed extension to
delivery times and would be
no different to the delivery
hours already permitted for
weekdays. The extended
delivery hours would not
have a significant impact in
terms of noise for occupants
of the nearest homes 60
metres away. Officers also

referred to the government’s
National Planning Policy
Framework support for
sustainable economic
development and the need
to boost the economy,
adding that an over-
restrictive condition had the
potential to adversely affect
the successful operation of
the store.
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Longwell Green 

Aldi allowed to extend delivery hours
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A group of concerned campaigners in
Keynsham are staging a protest against
plastic at Tesco in the town this weekend.
They will meet at 4pm this Saturday (24th)
at the entrance to the store and then go in
and make their purchases but will not leave
until they have stripped off any plastic
wrappings and deposited them at the exit.
The ‘Plastic Re-Action’ event will be
repeated at a late date at all the supermarkets
in town, except Iceland, unless they start to
take positive steps to reduce plasticusage.
Earlier this year Iceland became the
first major retailer to commit to eliminate
plastic packaging for all its own-brand
products.
Fiona Edwards, who is one of the
organisers, said: “The name Plastic Re-
Action has developed during our talks. We
are not an established group, just an ad hoc

collection of people who know each other
from other local environmental groups over
the years and share this especial concern.
“Our main focus is the harmful nature of
plastics in the environment, how they are
often unnecessary, and that if the
supermarkets had to pay for disposal, rather
than shifting the responsibility onto the
taxpayer via local authority waste services,
they would soon cut down usage of plastic.
It is an ethical issue backed up by an
economic one.”
Supermarkets in the UK create more than
800,000 tonnes of plastic packaging waste –
well over half of household plastic waste –
each year.
Some 300 million tonnes of plastic are
produced globally every year. That will soar
over the next 10 years, with several new
production plants about to open.  

Keynsham 

Plastic protest planned
at supermarket

Old care home
is demolished
A Cadbury Heath landmark has been demolished.
Newton House in Earlstone Crescent was one of the care
homes that South Gloucestershire Council
decommissioned some years ago. 
It has now been knocked down to make way for a new
complex that will be built on the site.
Local charity and care and housing provider Brunelcare
with Brackley Investments are developing a new 64-bed
care home and 24-bed reablement service. It is hoped it
will be ready within two years.
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Plans to knock down
Bridge House Farm on
Siston Common and build
eight homes have been
approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
The site, which until
recently was Turner’s Farm
Shop, is just over an acre. A
pair of three-bed semi-
detached houses and six
detached four-bed houses
will be built there.
Siston parish councillors
strongly objected to the
application for outline
planning permission, calling
it “overdevelopment” in a
prominent location on
Siston Common. They were
also “gravely concerned” at

the dramatic increase in all
type of vehicles accessing
and exiting the site over a
“narrow and totally
unsuitable single-track
lane”.
There was also one letter of
objection from a local
resident about overdeve-
lopment of the sensitive site.
Siston Common is a Site of
Nature Conservation
Interest (SNCI) and
surrounds the site on three
sides. However, South Glos
planning officers say the
scale of the scheme has been
respectful of its isolated
location within the SNCI,
and the more efficient use of
the brownfield site weighs

in favour of the proposal.
“Further weight is given in
favour when one considers
the current inability of the
council to demonstrate a
five-year housing land
supply.”
And they said that whilst

there will be an increase in
the traffic, this alone could
not be a reason for refusing
the application: “The road
varies in width and narrows
in places but is generally
wide enough to allow two
cars to pass one another. 

“There is no footway but
there are footpaths and
cycle routes in the area and
these connect the
application site to the wider
highway and provide
suitable and safe routes for
people on foot and cycling.” 

Siston 

Plans for eight homes on Siston
Common are approved
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SUNDAY
CHEMISTS

Sunday 25th March
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell
Green (10.30am-4pm) 
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail
Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road,
BS14 8PG (9am-7pm) 
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road,
BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington
(10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road,
Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park,
St Philips Causeway (11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Ofsted says there have
been significant improve-
ments at Brislington’s
secondary school since it
became an academy, but
teaching is still not good
enough and pupils from
disadvantaged back-
grounds are lagging
behind.
In 2013 Ofsted revealed
“serious weaknesses” at the
school, which at the time
was Brislington Enterprise
College, and rated it as
Inadequate. By the
following year it was judged
to require improvement in
all areas. The school
converted to academy status
in 2015 and was renamed
Oasis Academy.
Now in its first inspection
since moving out of local
authority control,
effectiveness of leadership
and management is Good,
as is personal development,
behaviour and welfare, but
the quality of teaching,

learning and assessment,
and the outcomes for pupils,
still require improvement so
the school’s overall rating
remains the same.
In their report, published
last week, the inspectors
said that pupils do not make
consistently strong progress
in all year groups and in a
wide range of subjects. In
2016 and 2017, their
progress in English, maths
and English Baccalaureate
subjects was poor. Recent
improvements in the
leadership of the curriculum
are said to yet to have a
significant impact on the
achievement of pupils,
particularly in Years 10 and
11.
In 2017, disadvantaged
pupils, who accounted for
almost a third of the cohort,
made significantly less
progress than other pupils
with similar starting points.
Although standards are
rising overall, the

achievement of
disadvantaged pupils still
lags behind that of other
pupils. 
The report also said that the
quality of teaching varies
too much, both between and
within subjects, and is not
good enough. It does not
routinely challenge or
engage enough pupils and
as a result, their progress is
not as good as it should be. 
Support for disadvantaged
pupils and those who have
special educational needs
and/or disabilities is not
precise enough. As a result,
these pupils do not make the
rapid progress they need to
catch up. 
However, the report also
highlights the significant
improvements since the
school became an academy.
It says the principal and
senior leaders have a clear
vision for the school and the
community it serves. The
leadership team has raised

expectations across the
school. The progress of
current pupils in Years 7 and
8 is improving and teachers,
pupils and many parents and
carers are confident that the
school will continue to
improve. The inspectors say
that leaders’ actions have
also led to a significant
improvement in attendance
in the last year, particularly
for disadvantaged pupils.
Teachers and other staff in
the specialist provision care
well for pupils who have
complex special educational
needs. 
The report also says that

pupils behave well at break
and lunchtimes, enjoy
school, and that there is an
exceptionally strong
safeguarding culture. 
This week principal Peter
Knight said: “This Ofsted
report reflects our strengths
and provides helpful advice
on what we can do to
continue our rapid trajectory
to be a ‘Good’ or better
school.
“The academy is on a
journey of improvement,
and this is our latest step.
As the inspectors noted the
changes we are making is
driving up pupil progress.”

Brislington 

‘Significant improvements at
academy but teaching must improve’

School on the up: principal Peter Knight with some
of the students
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LETTERS
What sort of society
are we?     
Dear Editor  
I read in Issue No. 516 that feral louts
continue to rule the roost across the
region and that police are unable to
give chase to the scooter-riding thugs
because these criminal morons aren't
wearing crash helmets and might get
hurt. 
Oh, dear! What a stupid, limp-wristed,
weak-kneed society we have now
become when, in the ‘good old days’, a
clip round the ear would have worked
wonders. Not that this type of anti-
social behaviour existed when I was a
serving police officer in the 1950s and
’60s, because old Victorian and
Edwardian values prevailed and respect
for people and property was the order
of the day. 
I truly despair for this country now and
social media, weak politicians, ‘elf ‘n’
safety’ and a depleted police presence
have resulted in Britain becoming a
haven for criminals of all ages. If we
are going to tackle teenage thuggery,
then let’s begin with the parents and
prosecute them for aiding and abetting
their criminal broods. Stop Foreign Aid
and, instead, spend the money on
bringing back the bobby on the beat. 
Bryan Chalker
Bath

Not such a warm
welcome     
Dear Sir  
This writer was surprised to see the
article on Longwell Green Community
Centre in the edition dated 14th March,
claiming to welcome people to the

centre.
I and many others have been using the
centre for years, doing exercise classes
three times a week, but due to recent
changes, we have been forced to
change venues as the lack of co-
operation with the new management
made it impossible for the classes to
continue; subtle little obstacles
imposed which made it difficult, and
breakdown of relationship due to same. 
Most of us ladies (and some gents)
have muttered about lack of community
spirit and to us it seems that the last
thing this centre wanted was for
community to use the room or three
hours a week, continuing what was
established and in situ for   some years.
Quite why this new management wants
an empty hall when it could have been
occupied usefully for the community
they claim to encourage is beyond me.
Name & address supplied

Small shops struggle
in Keynsham     
Dear Editor  
It is regrettable that the New Look shop
in Keynsham High Street is to close
and we hope that their premises will not
remain empty for too long. 
However, in Issue 516 of your paper
you reported that many people have
commented on Facebook that they
don’t want another charity shop, coffee
shop or hairdressers. Sadly it has
become obvious in recent years that
small specialist shops struggle to be
viable in our High Street and it is better
to have any of the above rather than
empty shops. 
When we were staying in Sidmouth last

week, we noticed that it still has a good
number of independent shops of many
types, but the nearest large city or
shopping complex is far enough away
to make local shopping more attractive.
We would also guess it has a higher
socio-economic profile which can
better afford supporting local shops
than Keynsham. Another factor is of
course the increase of online shopping
which even the elderly now favour. 
We also wonder why some decry
charity shops in the High Street as
surely in this age, when we are keen to
recycle as much as possible, these
shops are a good example of the ethical
recycling of clothes, and other
unwanted goods. 
Morris & Hazel Powe 

New diabetes
nutrition guidelines      
Dear Editor  
There is no one-size-fits all approach
when it comes to making food choices,
but it is important that people with
diabetes, and those at risk of Type 2, are
supported to choose the right foods for
them to improve their health and
quality of life. 
That’s why we have issued new
Diabetes UK nutrition guidelines for
healthcare professionals. 
For the first time, the guidelines show
how people with Type 2 diabetes might
be able to achieve remission. Eating
certain foods, such as vegetables, fruits,
wholegrains, fish, nuts and pulses, can
also help manage blood glucose levels
and reduce the risk of cardiovascular
disease in people with both Type 1 and
Type 2 diabetes, as well as reduce the

risk of Type 2 diabetes. 
These foods are usually associated with
the Mediterranean-style diet but can be
adapted to cultural and personal
preferences. 
Eating less red and processed meat,
refined carbohydrates − such as white
bread and rice − and drinking fewer
sugar sweetened drinks, is also
recommended. 
Being active daily and achieving at
least 150 minutes of physical activity
over a week through a variety of
exercise can help people with diabetes
lead healthy lives, and prevent the
onset of Type 2 diabetes for those at
risk. 
We hope the new guidelines will help
people enjoy food, while making
healthy choices and being more active.
The nutrition guidelines are available at
www.diabe tes .o rg .uk /nu t r i t ion-
guidelines
If you have a question about diabetes
contact the helpline on 0345 123 2399.
Annika Palmer 
South West Regional Head 
Diabetes UK 

What happened to
school’s bell?      
Dear Sir   
I believe this is a photograph of the bell
which was originally on the roof of
Mangotsfield C of E School. I am
trying to find this bell and wonder if
any of your readers have any
information regarding its whereabouts.  
It was probably removed from the roof
in the 1960s or 1970 and was last seen
at the centenary celebrations of the
school in 1976. 
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The school is about to be demolished
for housing and the developers are
offering the local community an
opportunity to commemorate the
previous use of the site. It would be
wonderful if the bell could be found. 
If anyone has any information I can be
contacted by email at
malcgwen@yahoo.co.uk  
Malcolm Coles
Downend

Blame lies with the
government      
Dear Editor   
Stephen Rodgers, the editor of this
newspaper, asks: ‘Does freedom of the
press mean freedom to do what you
like?’ (The Week In, 14th March).
Shockingly, the case is YES. Nothing
has changed for much of the
mainstream press, despite the public
outcry about the Milly Dowler phone
hacking and the furore at the time of the
Leveson Inquiry. For months we saw
witness after witness condemning their
tragic experiences of unlawful practices
and misconduct. But we were all
assured, when David Cameron made a

pledge that he would implement the
Leveson Report if it was not “bonkers”. 
We have to question why nothing has
changed. The blame must lie not with
the media barons who apparently have
no concern with journalistic standards
and who are keen to use their outlets to
sway public opinion, but with the
government who first of all let the
newspapers get away with policing
themselves and has now announced
that the second part of the inquiry is to
be scrapped altogether. How could this
be? How can the Government over-rule
the views of the Judicial Chair of the
Statutory Inquiry by cancelling the
inquiry against his will? Are they afraid
of the newspaper bosses, or are they
perfectly happy to see them distort the
news and to deny us the right to the
ethical standards that we need in order
to be properly informed? 
Media organisations will now no longer
be required to sign up to a state-backed
regulator. So what is the point of
reading some of these newspapers if we
really want to know what is happening
in the news? Furthermore, why on earth
would anyone want to read any
newspaper owned by a multi-billionaire
who lives off-shore or allegedly avoids
UK taxes. 
Three-quarters of our press is owned by
a handful of mostly foreign-based
billionaires who dominate our public
debate with their owners’ views of
everything from Brexit to how essential
it is to have austerity.  Murdoch,
billionaire owner of the Sun and The
Times lives in the US, the Telegraph’s
billionaire owners, the Barclay
brothers, on a private island off of Sark,
and the Daily Mail and Metro’s
billionaire owner, Lord Rothermere,

lives in France. When the chief political
commentator of the Telegraph, Peter
Oborne, resigns in disgust at his own
paper’s ‘fraud on its readers’, isn’t it
time its readers took notice? Perhaps
we now have an answer to the long-
posed question ‘Who governs
Britain?’. 
The mainstream newspapers may have
been given freedom to do whatever
they want, but we have the freedom not
to read such rags. 
Mike Gates
Oldland Common 

When will we ever
learn?      
Dear Sir   
Well done for having the guts to speak
out against the actions of newspaper
owners and their continued influence
over this weak and rudderless
Government (Editor’s Comment last
week).
When the Minister announced he was
not proceeding with the second part of
the Leveson Inquiry, he rather implied
that Sir Brian Leveson agreed with
him. If you read the correspondence
between the judge and the Government
which is freely available to the public,
he clearly states he is ‘fundamentally
opposed’ to such action. He also
reminded the Minister that there was
only ever one inquiry, not two. The
only reason it was being conducted in
two parts was because of legal
proceedings taking place at the time
against many of the newspapers which
have thought so gallantly to have this
inconvenience removed.
When will we ever learn?
D. James

Dogs on buses      
Dear Sir   
We were on the No 42 bus last
Wednesday, coming from the city
centre and going to Bitton, when a lady
got on the bus with a great big dog and
a pushchair.
The dog took up so much room (a
paying bus passenger space) and the
dog smelt. Also another person got on
with a dog with no lead or muzzle over
the dog’s nose.
It only takes one incident and these
dogs could have a brawl, on the bus,
which is not good for the paying
customer. 
Should these passengers be allowed to
bring dogs on the buses, taking up so
much room without paying for a space
for them? There are exceptions though
for dogs that help the blind, which has
always been the case. 
A regular bus passenger

LETTERS

Write to us
Please e-mail letters

to
admin@theweekin.co.uk

or post to:
The Week In

8 Temple Court
Keynsham

Bristol
BS31 1HA
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Crossword
ACROSS
2. Affair (7)
7. Gripping tool (4)
8. Citrus fruit (4)
9. Witty saying (7)
10. Stout pole (4)
12. Alcoves (4)
15. Deal out (5)
17. Register (6)
18. Garland (6)
19. Trying

experience (6)
21. Consecutive (6)
22. Surrender (5)
23. Flank (4)
26. Scorch (4)
28. Publicity device (7)
29. Garden pest (4)
30. Irritation (4)
31. Hang (7)

DOWN

1. Tuft (4)

2. Ogle (4)

3. Abroad (6)

4. Grief (6)

5. Lacking in feeling (4)

6. Gambit (4)

10. Grave (7)

11. Acquiesced (7)

13. Greed (7)

14. Learned person (7)

15. Imposing display (5)

16. Attempted (5)

20. Acidity indicator (6)

21. Floodgate (6)

24. Lazy (4)

25. Ova (4)

26. Unexpected slide (4)

27. Curved shape (4)

Oldland Pre-School will be
hosting a fundraising quiz
night to raise money for
new outdoor play
equipment on Saturday
14th April.
The quiz will be held in St
Anne’s Church Hall in
School Road. Doors open
at 7.30pm and the quiz
starts at 8pm.
There will a licensed bar,
snacks and a raffle. Tickets
cost £4 per person or £20
for a team of six (the
maximum number per
team).
Entry forms are available
from Oldland Pre-School
office – call 0117 9324335,
email oldlandpreschool@
btinternet.com or find them
on Facebook.

Oldland
Common 
Fundraising
quiz night

South Gloucestershire
Council is to undertake a
“masterplanning” exercise
to help shape the future of its
former Grange School site in
Warmley, it announced this
week. 
The council says it will seek a
balance of uses, which will
include a continued education
focus, community sport
facilities and some new homes
on the site. 
How those objectives could be
delivered will be the subject of
a first draft masterplan, which
will be presented for public
consultation later this year. 
Since the Grange School
closed in 2016, due to
dwindling pupil numbers and
as its old buildings came to the
end of their planned use, there

has been much speculation
about the future use of the
land, and we revealed in Issue
513 that £1m could be spent
knocking down the school to
make way for new homes.
The site is already home to
Digitech Studio School, which
opened in 2015 and provides a
specialised curriculum for
progression into the creative
digital and hi-tech sectors.
Central to future plans will be
continued and expanded
educational use, including
access to sufficient outdoor
space. The school currently
has to use sports facilities
elsewhere.
Next to the old Grange site is
Warmley Park Special School,
which shares an access. The
council’s Capital Programme

2018/19 includes a
commitment of £350,000 to
provide a dedicated pre-school
building for children with
special educational needs and
disabilities. Warmley Park
Special School is already
undergoing a £5.8m expansion
to add a new sixth form,
physiotherapy and changing
facilities, together with other
improvements. 
The council has also identified
that an additional primary
school will be needed in this
part of the district and the
former Grange site could be a
good location to provide new
school places. This possibility
will be examined as part of the
masterplanning exercise. 
New homes are also needed in
the area and the council is in

discussions with Homes
England to explore options to
grow stocks of affordable
homes in the area, although it
says other alternative
developments may come
forward in time. New homes
will be a key element of the
development of the site and
the masterplan will look at
how to allocate space for
housing.
The first draft of the
masterplan will be presented
to local people and
stakeholders to hear their
views. 
Following that process, a
revised version will be
developed for a further round
of consultation by early 2019. 
This week the Cabinet
Member for Schools, Skills &

Employment, Toby Savage,
said: “Our aspirations for this
site are to use this precious
parcel of land at the heart of
our community to deliver on
three key priorities for local
people. 
“We have set out our
requirements of the
masterplanning exercise,
which are to balance future
land use to help us meet the
growing demand for school
places, homes to live in and to
ensure ongoing access to
community sports facilities. 
“We look forward to reviewing
the options that will be
brought forward and to
hearing from local people and
community groups as we work
together to make the best use
of this council land.” 

Warmley 

Council prepares ‘masterplan’
for old Grange School site
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Kingswood Heritage Museum’s new
season starts on Easter Day.
Volunteers have been at work for
weeks, enhancing last year's displays
and creating new exhibits for 2018.
The museum's First World War
exhibition has undergone a major
renovation to recognise the coming
centenary of the Armistice. A new
feature will be a roll of honour
dedicated to the 685 men from the area
who gave their lives in the conflict. 
At the same time the Second World
War exhibition has been renewed,
giving greater attention to the local
involvement in the war effort. In this
connection, the museum continues to
look for more local people’s wartime
stories. 
Alan Bryant, joint museum curator,
said: “We are very much looking
forward to the 2018 season, and as
usual we are looking for contributions
from local people to add to our
knowledge. Anyone with a story to tell

relating to either of the world wars, or
photos or artefacts for display, is asked
to contact us at kingswood
museum@gmail.com”
An important new exhibit will cover
the story of the Beagle 2 and its flight
to Mars in 2003. The spacecraft was
the brainchild of Professor Colin
Pillinger, at one time a pupil of
Kingswood Grammar School (now
King’s Oak Academy). A replica of the
Beagle will be on display.

The museum will open for the 2018
season on 1st April, and then on
Tuesdays, Saturdays and Sundays until
27th November from 2pm until 5pm,
and on bank holidays between 11am
and 5pm. 
Kingswood Heritage Museum is
located in the former Champion Brass
Works, at Tower Lane, Warmley, just
off the Avon Ring Road (Cadbury
Heath exit). Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43
stop nearby.

New exhibits for new season
This Easter school holiday
families can take part in an
Easter egg hunt on Hanham
High Street. 
Sponsored by the Hanham
Business & Community
Partnership, brightly
coloured paper eggs will be
hidden in shop windows
along the High Street. 
Free Easter egg activity
packs and prizes will be
available from Eclectic
Gift Shop (51c) where
children will also have the
chance to design their own
egg to hang in Eclectic's
gallery space. 
The hunt begins on
Monday 26th March and
ends on Sunday 8th April. 
You can share them on
social media using
#HanhamHighStreet 

Hanham 

Easter egg
hunt

This picture of the 1944 Warmley Home Guard
features in the Second World War exhibition
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Police are appealing for
witnesses and information
after an apparently
unprovoked attack on a
41-year-old blind woman.
It happened at about 7.55am
last Tuesday (13th March).
The woman had caught a
bus at the Soundwell
Road/Portland Street stop,
at about 7.45am. She got off
the bus at about 7.55am at
the end of Soundwell Road,
near Page Road car park.
Just after she got off she was
assaulted by an unknown
suspect who punched her
several times in her body,

and laughed before running
off.
Officers are keen to hear
from anyone who was
travelling along Soundwell
Road at around 8am that
Tuesday, especially anyone
who may have travelled on
the same bus.
PC Dan Whalley said: “The
person responsible for this
unacceptable assault would
have been aware of this
lady’s visual impairment.
She was left with bruising
after the attack and has
understandably been left
shaken and distressed by the

incident. I’d ask anyone
who can help our
investigation to get in
touch.” 
Anyone with information
can do so via the police
website, www.avonand
somerset.police.uk/contact,
or by calling 101, quoting
reference 5218054539.
Alternatively ring the
independent charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111. They never ask your
name or trace your call. You
could even qualify for a
reward and still remain
anonymous.

Staple Hill 

Appeal after blind
woman is assaulted
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Residents living with dementia in
and around the Keynsham area
are being helped through a
partnership between Keynsham
Dementia Action Alliance (DAA)
and Wales & West Utilities.
With the DAA offering much
support to people in the area who
have dementia, including hosting
twice-monthly Music for the Mind
sessions, the gas emergency and
pipeline service has stepped in to
provide funding which is now
enabling a further six patients to
attend the sessions.
The £600 funding has allowed DAA
to book specialist transport that will
now pick up Keynsham nursing
home residents and bring them to
the sessions for the next 12 months.
Music helps people with dementia
and Alzheimer’s to recall memories
and emotions and has enhanced
mental performance after singing
and hearing tunes.

Alan Hale, the chairman of DAA,
said: “It was a chance meeting with
Sophie from Wales & West Utilities
that has led to this partnership which
will see so many of our local
community benefit.
“The help and support from Wales
& West Utilities has meant that our
sessions are sustainable for another
12 months, during which time we’ll
be doing more fundraising to ensure
the future sustainability for the
sessions. On behalf of all of the
users of our service I’d like to
extend warm thanks.”
Wales & West Utilities’ business
project analyst Sophie Shorney was
instrumental in providing the
assistance. She said: “We are keen
to support the communities where
we work and when I learnt of the
support the DAA provides to those
living with dementia, as well as their
families and carers, we jumped at
the chance of helping to positively

impact the lives of those
individuals.
“We’re delighted that this funding
has helped secure the future of the
sessions for a further 12 months.”
DAA’s Music for the Mind sessions
take place on the second and fourth
Thursdays of the month between

10.30am and 12.15pm at St
Dunstan's Church Hall. Anyone who
has been diagnosed with dementia is
welcome at the sessions, together
with their carer, where they will be
able to enjoy conversation and
singing. There is no charge but
donations are welcome.

Partnership helps residents with dementia

Sophie Shorney, Alan Hale & DAA Treasurer volunteer Mike Knight with
other volunteers and users of the service
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An action plan to tackle areas of
“significant weakness” that inspectors
highlighted in South Gloucestershire’s
services for children and young people
with special educational needs and
disabilities has been approved.
In December Ofsted and the Care Quality
Commission, while acknowledging some
strengths and recognising recent
improvements, instructed the council and
local NHS to produce a written statement of
action to address eight problem areas.
They included youngsters having to wait for
lengthy periods of time before having their
needs assessed; senior leaders being too
slow to implement disability and special
educational needs reform; the high and
increasing rates of exclusions from local
schools for pupils with special educational
needs and/or disability, and the low and
declining standards reached, and the
progress made, at the end of Key Stage 4 for
SEND pupils.
The statement of action stresses that
communication will be a “golden thread”
running through all SEND priorities and
activities, and the views and voice of the
child and their family will be at the centre of
everything the council does. The focus will
be on working jointly with children and their
families and agencies including education,
health and social care and the voluntary
sector to deliver better outcomes for

children with SEND, and there will be an
inclusive culture, while budgets will be
spent creatively, carefully and efficiently,
and have a real understanding of what types
of investment best benefit the children.
The detailed statement was approved by the
Cabinet last Monday but Cllr Gareth
Manson, who leads on children’s and skills
issues for the Labour group on the council,
questioned whether the response was
adequate.
He said this was the latest official
assessment to point to service weaknesses.
In February 2017 Ofsted had rated the
council’s children’s services as Inadequate,
and a follow-up monitoring letter issued to
the council last month stated that “The pace
of improvement in South Gloucestershire
children’s services is too slow.”
Cllr Manson said: “This latest written
statement of action is similar in tone and
content to the action plan which was
produced when Ofsted judged children’s
services to be inadequate in February 2017.
Einstein defined insanity as ‘doing the same
thing over and over again and expecting
different results’. Parents, carers and other
residents will be frustrated that the ruling
Conservatives seem to be doing just this. I
believe that more profound questions need
to be asked and a more robust response is
required because our children and young
people deserve much better.”

St George Community Fair, which had
been due to take place at Si Aidan’s
Church and hall on Saturday 3rd March
but was called off because of snow and

ice, will now be held in the autumn.
The organisers have yet to name the date.
The annual fair showcases lots of local
organisations.

South Glos 

Improvement programme
for special educational
needs and disabilities

St George 

Fair postponed till the autumn

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area that police mobile speed cameras are targeting this week
(starting 19th March).
Bath & North East Somerset: 
In Saltford on Manor Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; in Keynsham on Coronation
Avenue, Charlton Road and Park Road; on the A37 Pensford Hill; on the A39 at Corston;
on Timsbury Road, Farmborough.
Bristol:
In St George on the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Furber Road and Nags
Head Hill; in Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road and West Town Lane; in
Stockwood on Sturminster Road and Hollway Road; also on Whitchurch Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
In Bitton on the A431 Bath Road and Cherry Garden Road; in Oldland Common on High
Street and Mill Lane; in Hanham on Whittucks Road and Abbots Road; in Longwell
Green on Court Farm Road, Long Beach Road and California Road; on the A432
Badminton Road south of the A4174 ring road; on the A420 at Wick; on Bromley Heath
Road in Downend; on Gloucester Road in Staple Hill; on Parkwall Road at Cadbury
Heath and Victoria Road at North Common.

The Bristol Safeguarding
Children Board last week
published a review that was
commissioned following
the murder three years ago
of St George teenager
Becky Watts by her step-
brother.
Becky’s dismembered body
was discovered hidden in a
shed in Barton Hill. Nathan
Matthews and his then
partner Shauna Hoare were
convicted of her murder and
manslaughter respectively
and were sentenced in
November 2015.
The review considers the
involvement of professionals
in Becky’s life in the three
and a half years before her
death. It does not look at the
circumstances in which she
died, or contributory factors
related to Matthews or
Hoare. 
The review highlights that
Becky had a troubled past
and complex family
relationships. With a history

of significant mental health
issues and an eating disorder,
she had been seen by 17
professionals over the years,
but the report found no
evidence that the murder
could have been predicted or
prevented by any
professional working with
Becky, who was 16 when she
died.
The review found areas of
good practice and praised the
efforts of individual
professionals who worked
with the teenager and her
immediate family, but areas
of improvement are
contained in five findings
that highlight how, at the
time when agencies were
working with Becky,
effective means of assessing
and understanding the often
complex needs of
adolescents were not in
place, and that subsequent
service provision could not
therefore meet those needs. 
Among the important issues

found is the repeated finding
that the lack of engagement
by fathers in child welfare
practice is less likely to be
challenged by professionals,
leading to gaps in
understanding of the impact
they could make to children’s
lives. 
Sally Lewis, Independent
Chair of the Bristol
Safeguarding Children
Board, said: “The Board
accepts the findings of the
review and I am satisfied that
much work has taken place
since Becky’s death to
address most of the findings
identified. Safeguarding is
everyone’s responsibility and
the need to continually
develop practices and policy
to meet the ever-changing
needs of children, young
people and adolescents is one
that is taken very seriously.”
“Understanding the needs
and circumstances of
adolescents is crucial to
ensuring the appropriate

level of multi-agency
support and action is
provided. This review
highlights that at the time of
working with Becky there
were inconsistencies in the
multi-agency system
approach to understanding
those needs and as a result
not all agencies involved
could operate to their full
potential.”
Becky’s father, Darren
Galsworthy, and her
stepmother, Anjie
Galsworthy, told the review
that in hindsight they could
see that her behaviour, which
they found challenging to
manage, was worse at times
when her step-brother was
around. They wished they
had realised the bullying she
was experiencing from him
at the time so they could
have intervened to keep her

safe. 
You can read the report in
full at https://bristolsafe
guarding.org/children-home
/serious-case-reviews/bris
tol-scrs/
• Anyone concerned about
the wellbeing or safety of a
child should call First
Response on 0117 903 6444
in working hours, the police
on 101 out-of-hours or, if
you think there is immediate
danger to someone, 999. 

St George 

Findings of case review into
the death of Becky Watts

Becky Watts
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SITUATIONS VACANT
The Care Quality
Commission has rated
Emerson House in Elmleigh
Road as being Good
following an unannounced
inspection.
The home provides
residential care for up to
eight people with learning
disability or mental health
conditions.
The inspection found that the
atmosphere in the home was
relaxed, informal and
homely. Residents were
supported to stay safe at the
home and in the community.
They were encouraged and
supported by the staff to
maintain their independence
and staff respected their
privacy and dignity as well
as closely monitoring their
wellbeing.
Relatives and professionals
involved in residents’ care
gave positive feedback about
the service which was being
well run by the registered
manager. 

Mangotsfield 
Care home
rated as Good

Whitchurch Local History
Society’s talk this Friday
(23rd March) will be by John
Penny on the subject of ‘The
First 50 Years of
Broadcasting to Britain’.
The talk will be at the United
Reformed Church on Bristol
Road, starting at 7.30pm.
Visitors are welcome. 
The society apologises to
anyone inconvenienced by
the late change to the speaker
in February caused by
illness. That talk has been
rearranged for 18th May.
Full details of the
programme of talks are
available on the website -
www.whitchurchparishcoun
cil.co.uk
For more information
contact the secretary Geoff
Gardiner on 01275 830869
or email geoff@thegard-
iners.org.uk

Whitchurch
Village 
Spotlight on
broadcasting
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The East Bristol
Foodbank based at
Bourne Community
Church in Kingswood is
appealing for donations as
the shelves are as empty as
volunteers can recall.
Peter Shears from the
foodbank said that last year
they had an average of 11
collections a week in
Kingswood, feeding 25
people, but so far this year
that has risen to 14
collections feeding 33
people.  He says they are not
sure of the reason for the
increase, but the new
Universal Credit benefit
system is not being rolled
out in the Kingswood area
until the autumn. 

Universal Credit replaces
six other benefits with a
single monthly payment and
there have been problems
reported in other areas with
people having to wait six
weeks for their first
payment. Recently the
coordinator of Keynsham’s
foodbank attributed the
steep rise in the demand for
help last year to Universal
Credit.
The East Bristol Foodbank,
run by the Trussell Trust,
provides three days of
nutritionally balanced, non-
perishable food as well as
toiletries to people who
have vouchers. Among the
items most needed at the
moment are tins of soup,

meat and fish, cereals and
cartons of juice, along with
toilet rolls, shampoo and
conditioner.
The church is at the junction
of Waters Road with Two
Mile Hill Road and is open
to clients every Monday
morning (except bank

holidays). The office is open
every weekday morning
when donations can be left.
If you need help from the
foodbank call  07584
625082. They can then
direct you to the most
appropriate agency to give
you a foodbank voucher.

Kingswood

Foodbank needs urgent
supplies after surge in demand

Churches Together in
Keynsham & Saltford
will be holding a Good
Friday service at 10am
at St John’s Parish
Church, Keynsham. 
After the service, there
will be a procession
along the High Street
followed by a dramatic
reflection to remember
the events of the first
Good Friday. 
Everyone is welcome to
join any or all of the
events on this day. 
Other Holy Week and
Easter events will take
place at each of the
churches - see the
church websites for
more details.

Good
Friday
procession



A fundraising concert will
be held at St John’s
Church in Keynsham next
month in support of the
local charity Make A
Move.
Through music and creative

movement, the Keynsham
charity helps improve the
mental health of many
people from children, mums
and older people to
businesses, organisations
and the local community. 

Founder Michelle Rochester
said: “I was a school teacher
for nearly 20 years, and 10
years ago I began to develop
a programme using music
and creative movement for
disadvantaged children with
mental health difficulties. 
“I founded Make a Move in
2011 because I felt this
work could bring huge
value to other groups as
well. Make a Move now
helps improve the mental
health and wellbeing of
those with postnatal
depression, dementia and
learning difficulties, and we
also continue to work in
schools. 
“We are almost fully reliant

on charitable grant givers
and personal donations and
have to work hard to
maintain income for our
charity to continue.”
The concert at St John’s is
on Saturday 14th April.
Doors and the bar open at
7pm, with acapella group
Three Rivers first on stage
at 7.30pm. After the interval
there will be an opportunity
to hear Michelle Rochester
and Katie Brown talk about
the work of Make a Move,
and the community choir
ChoirJam will perform,
accompanied by the CJ
Band, from 8.50pm. 
The concert ends at 9.45pm,
with a retiring collection for

Make a Move, and the bar
will remain open until
10.30pm.
Tickets are £10 and are
available from
www.choirjam.co.uk  
Find out more about the
charity at http://www.make
amove.org.uk/
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Fundraising concert for
Keynsham mental health charity 

Michelle Rochester
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Volunteers from a local
housing association spent
two days painting and
decorating to help prepare
a Kingswood community
group’s new home. 
The team of 16 volunteers
from Merlin were tasked
with painting inside and
outside the Made for Ever
Youth Centre in Fisher Road
as part of work to brighten
up the building. The work is
happening as Kingsmeadow
Community Flat prepares to
move in, having outgrown
its current premises in
Barrington Close. 
To get things ready for their

arrival next month, the
volunteers spruced up the
building adding colour to
the walls, dismantling
obsolete furniture and
installing new planters. 
The volunteering effort at
the centre is the latest in
Merlin’s annual
volunteering programme,
which encourages every
member of staff to spend
one day a year volunteering. 
Over the course of the past
year the housing
association’s staff have
donated more than £24,000
worth of time to helping out
with community good

causes. This has included
volunteering at local
foodbanks, serving food at
luncheon clubs, helping out
at schools and clearing and
tidying up public spaces. 
Kingsmeadow Community
Flat provides employment,
emotional and welfare
support to people in the
Kingswood area. It works
closely with Merlin on
South Gloucestershire’s
Wellbeing College, which
offers free courses to
improve people’s physical
and mental wellbeing. 
Merlin is a not-for-profit
housing association that

owns or manages nearly
8,500 homes in the South
West, which are home to
more than 16,000 people.
Most of these properties are

in South Gloucestershire but
it also has homes in Bristol,
Bath and North East
Somerset, Gloucestershire
and North Somerset. 

Kingswood

Volunteers spruce up
community group’s new home 



Survive, the specialist
domestic violence and abuse
service for children and
young people in South
Gloucestershire and Bristol,
says it needs to raise
£100,000 in the next few
weeks or it will be forced to
close.
The charity, which is based at
Britannia Road in
Kingswood, announced with
“huge sadness” last Friday
that unless operational
funding can be secured within
a few weeks, it will have to
cease operations on 30th
April. 
Last March Survive lost the
funding for its adult services
and refuge provision to the
charity Next Link, following
a South Gloucestershire
Council commissioning
process. Since then it has
continued to offer practical
and emotional support,
information and education for
children and young people
experiencing, or who have
experienced the trauma of
domestic violence and abuse.
Survive, which was formerly
known as Kingswood
Women’s Aid, was
established in 1974 by
Brenda Bishop. Over the

years it has helped thousands
of women, children and their
families. 
Survive says the closure will
mean the 80 children and
young people on its waiting
lists who are affected by
domestic abuse will lose the
vital help they need to
recover from the trauma:
“Whilst we have obtained
substantial funding
specifically for frontline
roles, we have been unable to
access sufficient funds to
cover overheads. This
includes money for rent,
utilities and core function
salaries which are needed to
run the charity.”
Last Friday Survive created a
crowdfunding appeal at
www.crowdfunder.co.uk/save
-survive-children-matter
which has so far raised more
than £500.
The charity’s chair of
trustees, Dr Kate Mansfield,
said: “Survive has led the
way in domestic violence
services for 44 years. We are
the only organisation offering
specialist support to children
and young people who have
experienced domestic
violence and abuse. The
quality of services and the

safety and wellbeing of our
service users has always been
our top priority.
“In the past year Survive has
had to contend with increases
to the costs of running the
organisation, cuts to funding,
as well the wider economic
situation, which has impacted
on donations, as well as
project funding that does not
cover core costs, and
therefore have had to manage
an increasing deficit. 
“We have taken a range of
measures which has included
diversifying our funding
base, cutting costs, reducing
rented office space and
submitted more funding bids,
but ultimately none of these
steps has been enough to save
us.”
The charity says that while
cuts, reductions and closures
have hit a whole range of
non-governmental organi-
sations due to austerity, it is
not purely and simply cuts
that are at play: “It is our
opinion that the recent
commissioning process is
partly to blame. This picture
is mirrored across the country
where smaller voluntary
sector organisations are
disproportionately disad-

vantaged by funding and
commissioning decisions.”
The charity says that is
confident that even if Survive
is no more, the many women
who have made Survive what
it is will continue with their
commitment to support
victims of domestic abuse
wherever they can.
In 2017/2018 166 children
and young people have
accessed Survive’s services.
64% of its work has been
completed with children in
the five to 11 age range.
The charity has received an

average of eight referrals per
week and its youngest referral
was for a three-year-old child.
A total of 3,528 children
received information regard-
ing healthy relationships
through school assemblies
and workshops, and 50
children’s health profes-
sionals received specialist
training with regards to
identifying and protecting
children from the impact of
domestic violence and abuse.
The free 24-hour National
Domestic Violence Helpline
is 0808 2000 247.
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Saltford Wombles’ next litter pick is this
Sunday (25th March), meeting at 2.30pm
at the Little Coffee Shop. Their target
area will be the A4.
If you have litter pickers and gloves,
bring them along, but if not, the Wombles
can provide them. Bags are provided by
B&NES Council.
The Wombles’ last litter pick was

alongside the railway path by the Bird in
Hand pub and they collected 10 bags and
two old discarded traffic cones, a child’s
push-along trike and an old bicycle wheel
rim. 
For more information about Saltford
Wombles email Julie Sampson at
juliebsampson@gmail.com or call 07807
671267.

South Glos

Domestic abuse charity needs
£100k to survive

Saltford

Join the Wombles
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So having established last week
that there are several different
forms of household recycling
material and different
destinations and end-uses for
each, this week we look at what
more typically happens to once
the lorry has left your street with
its kerbside collections.
As we mentioned in the previous
article, each of our three local
authorities has different contracts in
place for recycling but usually the
first stop is a materials recovery
facility, and MRF or ‘murf’ as it is
most commonly referred to. These
are located around the country and
usually operated by private waste
contractors, such as Suez. Their
nearest facility is at Avonmouth
which takes in household and
recycling centre materials from
local authorities and specific
products from business users.
It’s a massive operation, housed in a
giant hangar in which material
passes on a giant conveyor belt
through a series of scanners, with
one particular type of waste being
separated from the rest at each stage.
But before anything can happen,
someone has to get their hands dirty.
The Suez MRF employs more than
30 people on each of two daily
shifts, the vast majority of whom are
pickers. The first job is to remove by
hand any item that has been thrown
away in error and cannot be
recycled, or more important, could
damage the expensive machinery.
A trommel and ballistic separator
are the first stages of the journey
with paper and cardboard removed

by hand and then baled, ready to go
off to the paper mill. Now we are
left with the heavy stuff and giant
magnets separate metal from glass.
The glass which passes under the
magnet is then diverted through an
air classifier to remove light paper
before being sent off to be smelted
to make more glass. 
The metals are either collected by
the magnet (for steel items) or an
eddy current separator for non-
ferrous items, such as aluminium
cans. As we touched on last week,
aluminium cans and other ferrous
items have totally different
recycling possibilities – and re-sale
values. The same applies to plastics,
the only items still surviving on the
‘log flume’ by this stage. An optical
sorter separates the different types
of plastic and removes the lighter
items, leaving only plastic bottles.
Then human intervention is needed
for quality control before the
different grades of plastics and
bottles are baled correctly for
onward dispatch to recycling
centres.
The Suez facility treats around 250
tonnes a day of which around 80%
is recovered for recycling and the
rest goes off to ‘energy recovery’.
The vast majority of material taken
in at the Avonmouth plant is ‘pre-
sorted’ in some way or another. A
local authority will only send its
plastic or metal collected from the
kerbside or through a ‘sort it’ centre.
If you have ever thought it would be
simpler just to separate food waste
from other waste and send it all to
an MRF, the sheer volume would be

overwhelming. And market forces
are all important. Without pre-
sorting, the prices obtained for the

baled plastic or glass would simply
not justify an operation such as
Avonmouth.

Beyond the kerb – part two
of our look at recycling

The Suez facility at Avonmouth 

Human intervention is still vital 

The sorting begins 

Baled and ready for dispatch 
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A bund – or embankment -
is now in place around
part of Siston Common
with the aim of protecting
it from any future
unauthorised traveller
encampments.
It is the culmination of a
lengthy process that Siston
Parish Council began after a
series of illegal occupations
on the green space in front
of The Horseshoe pub

which sparked complaints
from local residents about
noise, disturbance,
intimidation and the mess,
including human waste, left
behind by travellers.
The biggest encampment
was one weekend in
September 2016 which saw
the common filled with
more than 40 caravans and
other vehicles.
South Gloucestershire

Council, which maintains
common land in the district,
told the parish council it
could not authorise (or pay
for) a bund as it was
restricted by the Commons
Act 2006 and 1904 Scheme
of Management because
150 metres of the allowed
200 metres had already been
used to protect land at
nearby Siston Park from
travellers. 
Instead it advised the parish
council to seek permission
for the work from Secretary
of State for Communities
and Local Government
Sajid Javid. 
The parish council, with
support from MP Chris
Skidmore, had been keen to
get permission from the
minister in time to
safeguard the site before last

year’s ‘traveller season’ but
the process was delayed due
to the timetabling of the
General Election. As a
consequence, there were
more illegal occupants on
the common last summer,
who were moved off after
South Glos Council secured
a court order.
Last November the
Planning Inspectorate said
that Mr Javid had approved
the parish council’s

application to install the
bund, which will protect
more than 7,500m² of
common land, and the work
was carried out last week.
• Meanwhile in Whitchurch
Village, the parish council
has improved security at the
play area at Norton Lane,
just off the A37, with the
aim of deterring unlawful
access. Last year there were
two illegal encampments on
the site.

Siston

Security in place to deter travellers

The bund is now in place around the common

Flashback to September 2016 when the common was
filled with caravans



Bath & North East Somerset
Council’s Trading Standards
team are helping to protect
local people from falling

victim to fraudsters. 
The council, in partnership
with the National Trading
Standards Scams Team, is
offering vulnerable
residents call blockers to
prevent nuisance callers. 
The call blockers are
extremely effective. Over an
18-month period 5,649
nuisance calls were made to
10 local residents who had
call blockers installed - just
11 got through. 
Scams include fake lottery

win letters, telephone callers
asking for your bank
account details, and rogue
tradesmen turning up at
your door out of the blue
offering to carry out house
repairs, improvements or
maintenance you don’t need
or want. 
More information about
Bath & North East Somerset
Council’s Trading Standards
can be found at
http://www.bathnes.gov.uk/
services/trading-standards

B&NES 

Call blockers beat scammers 

A man believed to be in his
late 50s has sexually
assaulted a 96-year-old
woman who was waiting
for a bus in Staple Hill.
The incident, which was
reported to the police last
week, happened at around
4.45pm on Wednesday 31st
January.
The victim was on her own
at the bus stop on
Soundwell Road, near the
Portcullis pub, when she

was approached by a man
thought to be in his late 50s.
The man, who claimed to be
from the former Republic of
Yugoslavia, repeatedly
touched her inappropriately
before eventually walking
off in the direction of
Downend.
The victim described the
man as being tanned, about
5ft 8in and of large build
with straight dark hair. He is
said to have a large face and

big hands.
He was wearing a navy
anorak, a navy jumper and
black or dark coloured
shoes with white soles
which were possible
trainers. He was also
carrying a rucksack.
Investigating officer PC
Courtney Handley said:
“This was a despicable
assault on an vulnerable
elderly woman while she
waited for a bus.

“I’d like to praise the
bravery she has shown by
reporting what happened
and we are now making sure
she has access to all the
support she needs.
“We’re doing everything we
can to identify the man
responsible but we also
need the public’s help.
“Do you recognise the
description provided? Have

you seen anyone matching
the description in the Staple
Hill or Downend areas
during the past few weeks?
“Please don’t hesitate to
contact us if you have any
information – it could prove
to be vital to our inquiry.”
If you can help, call PC
Handley via 101, providing
the call handler with the
reference 5218049342.

Police condemn ‘despicable’ sex attack
on 96-year-old woman in Staple Hill
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Bereavement

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

The Mendip Male Voice Choir will start their 2018 concert
year by performing at Camerton Community Hall on
Monday 26th March at 7.30pm. 
This very accomplished choir will be singing a selection of
their favourite pieces and some new additions to their
concert programme. Having performed all over the West
Country and beyond, the ‘Mendip Men’ have been
performance partners to some of the most famous choirs in
this country and abroad. 
Doors open at 6.30pm and tickets purchased in advance are
priced at £8 or admission on the night is £10. The
admission price includes tea or coffee during the interval
and a bar will be open. 
To buy tickets in advance call Bryn on 01761 471350 or
Eric on 01761 414070. All proceeds from the concert will
be for Camerton Community Hall.

Choir in concert
in Camerton
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Blinds

Foot Care

Fencing

Carpet Fitters

Caravan Storage

Building Services

Car Repairs

Carpentry Electrical

Electrical

Denture Repairs

Carpet Cleaning

Chimney Sweep
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Service Directory

Plastering

Logs

Home
Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Painting
& Decorating

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Pet Services

Guttering

Hair & BeautyGarden Services

Locksmiths

Garden Services

For Sale

Host
Families

Oven Cleaning
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Service Directory
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Venue HireRoofing

Waste Disposal
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