
The findings of a major
study suggest that the best
option for an M4 Junction
18a and link road is near

Emersons Green. 
A report going to South
Gloucestershire Council’s
Cabinet next Monday (12th

March) says the so-called
Western Option is better
than the Eastern Option at
Pucklechurch.

This week the Cabinet
Member for Transport Cllr
Colin Hunt said: “I have
been campaigning for a new

Junction 18A on the M4 for
several decades now - it is
desperately needed to take
traffic off the ring road. 
“The final decision is up to
Highways England, but
South Gloucestershire
Council can make a
recommendation. On
balance the Western Option
creates more jobs, offers
much greater economic
growth, is better for the
environment, will have a
larger impact on congestion
and is clearly the public
favourite – all of these facts
will be taken into account
when we make our
recommendation on March
12th.”
Since before he was elected
in 2010, Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore has also
campaigned for a new
Junction 18a as a solution to 
Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
increasing residential and
commercial demands being
placed on Emersons Green,
and he secured Government
funding in 2016 to pay for a
feasibility study.
It had always been widely
presumed that the junction
would be at Emersons
Green, so it came as a shock
when it emerged during the
study last summer – and
exclusively reported in The
Week In at the time - that
Pucklechurch was also an
option, with a link road
running through the Green
Belt. Mr Skidmore said he
could not and would not
support an Eastern Option
and he and MP Luke Hall,
whose constituency inclu-
des Pucklechurch, collected
a 2,100-name petition
against it.
Two possible routes for the
Eastern Option proposal

were suggested – Option A
running close to Parkfield
Rank, with an Option B
cutting across fields closer
to Pucklechurch village.
Either route would link to a
new roundabout close to the
B4465 at the Shortwood
Road/Siston Lane junction
and then continue to link up
with the A4174 ring road. 
During the public
consultation which ran from
August to October, around
800 people attended public
exhibitions and 1,275
questionnaire responses
were received, together with
more than 300 letters.
Analysis of the question-
naires showed 51% suppor-
ted the Western Option and
17% supported the Eastern
Option. In addition, 26%
indicated that they did not
support either option, and

6% indicated that they did
not have a preference on
which junction should be
taken forward.
Although the papers going
to Monday’s meeting say
that both the Western

Option and Eastern Option
A have strong business
cases, Option B is dismissed
because it would not meet
future traffic need as it
would only have been built

as a single carriageway. 
It would also have a
significant adverse impact
on heritage and the
surrounding population.

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
This week Mr Skidmore
said: “I am delighted that our
campaigning has paid off
and that the Western Option
at Emersons Green is being
recommended. This will do
so much to relieve traffic
congestion and boost jobs
locally.
“The Eastern Option at
Pucklechurch was always a
terrible idea and I’m pleased
it is being dismissed
following our petition.”
The Western Option junction

would be constructed to the
north of the existing M4,
resulting in the need to
realign the motorway, due to
the presence of Sainsbury’s
distribution centre and the
Lyde Green housing
development. The existing
Folly Brook, Bristol & Bath
Science Park and Lyde
Green to Hicks Gate A4174
junctions would be
improved.
It is estimated the Western
Option will generate 5,700
jobs and add £449m to the

economy. In comparison, the
Eastern Option would
generate 2,200 jobs and add
£174m to the economy. In
addition, the Western Option
has a lesser impact on the
environment and is projected
to be significantly better at
alleviating congestion on the
A4174 ring road.
This week the chair and
vice-chair of Pucklechurch
Parish Council, Bob Symons
and Gail Boyle, also
welcomed the recommen-
dation of the Western Option

and said that galvanising so
many people to campaign
against the Eastern Option
had made a difference.
However, they said they are
not out of the woods yet as
Option A is still seen as
viable.
Councillor for Siston Ian
Adams said that the
recommendation of the
Western Option was “great
news”, adding: “I hope it
will provide a lot of
reassurance to residents that
at all levels their views and
opinions have been taken
into consideration.”
And Boyd Valley councillor
Steve Reade, who had
warned that the Eastern
Option would be “a
complete and utter disaster
for the communities of
Pucklechurch, Shortwood
and Parkfield Rank”, also
welcomed the recommen-
dation and thanked everyone

who took part in the
consultation.
The papers show that the
Western Option costs have
decreased by £18m to
£428m and the Eastern
Option A costs have dropped
by £31m to £378m from
those stated at the time of the
consultation.
If approved at Cabinet, the
report will be sent to
Highways England and
following their review
provided to the Department
for Transport. If taken
forward, Highways England
would then lead it, taking it
through subsequent busi-
ness case stages which
involve further data
collection, survey work and
design. Subject to funding
and consent, the junction and
link road could be built from
2025.

See also page 5

4 The Week in • Wednesday 7th March 2018

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons
Green, Fishponds, Hanham,
Hillfields, Keynsham, Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Mangotsfield,
Marksbury, North Common, Oldland
Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford,
Staple Hill, Stockwood,  St George,
Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick,
Willsbridge.

16,000 copies are distributed
through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.
Verified pick-up rate of 97%.

Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
News Editor Becky Feather 07973 839936
Contributors Christine Rogers

Advertising Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.

Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. t/a The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS:
The Independent Monitor for the Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the
IMPRESS complaints procedure.  A copy of this procedure can be found on
our website or can be sent upon written request to the address above.

THE WEEK IN

Emersons Green ‘the best location for Junction 18a’



For the Webb family, who
live at Gingells Farm on
Shortwood Hill, this
week’s news that the
Cabinet is being asked to
back the Western Option
for a new motorway
junction and link road at
Emersons Green does not
mean they feel the threat
to their home is being
lifted.
The Eastern Option would
see a dual carriageway link
from a new roundabout near
the Shortwood Road/Siston
Lane junction plough right
through their land. And
although Option B has been
dropped, Option A remains
a “strong business case”,
according to the report
going to councillors.
This week Mary Webb said
her family were obviously

pleased to hear that Option
B is no longer on the table
but added: “We also feel the
consultation period and the
past eight months since we
first heard about Junction
18a has merely been the first
skirmish and that we have a
huge war still to be won.”

The Webb family have long
farmed land in the area and
Edgar and Mary’s
grandsons Jack and Joseph
hope to take over Gingells
Farm one day. At a packed
public meeting in
Pucklechurch last Septem-
ber, Mrs Webb delivered a

moving speech which left
people in tears when she
spoke about how devastated
the family are at the
prospect of their farm being
forcibly taken from them
under a Compulsory Pur-
chase Order if the Eastern
Option was to be chosen.
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‘There is a huge war still to be won’

Edgar & Mary Webb with son Phil and grandsons Joseph & Jack

New date for
film screening
The planned screening in
Kingswood last Friday of
Ken Loach’s film I,
Daniel Blake, which the
director had been due to
attend, had to be
cancelled because of the
snow.
Organised in colla-
boration with Kingswood
Constituency Labour
Party and Cadbury Heath-
based community group
Juice, which operates a
foodbank, the screening
and visit have been
rescheduled for Friday 6th
April at 7pm at
Kingswood Entertain-
ment Centre & Sports
Club in Regent Street.
Everyone is welcome.
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Keynsham 

CCTV improvements in town
‘within six weeks’

Civic Centre

The car park is unlit and does not have cameras

Work is under way to link
up CCTV in Keynsham to
the B&NES-wide network
within the next six weeks.  
At the public meeting last
month to discuss ways of
tackling anti-social beha-
viour in Keynsham, a trader
from Market Walk
mentioned that there are
CCTV cameras in the
vicinity of the Civic Centre,
but they are not connected. 
This week Bath & North East
Somerset Council said it is
upgrading the CCTV system
across the area. A
spokesperson said: “This
will be an integrated system
that will give us much
greater situational aware-

ness, which will assist us in
preventing and detecting
crime and reducing traffic
congestion by monitoring
traffic flows. 
“We will be linking all of our
systems together, and we
anticipate that the system in
Keynsham should be fully
functional as part of the
B&NES-wide CCTV
network within the next six
weeks. 
“We ask the community to
bear with us while we carry
out the work which is
fundamental to improving
community safety.”
Meanwhile transport camp-
aigner David Redgewell this
week said that although

CCTV has been installed at
Keynsham Station, it is
“shocking” that there are no
cameras or lighting in the
overflow station car park. As
we reported in Issue 511, the
isolated site, opposite the
entrance to Avon Mill Lane,
has been the scene of anti-
social behaviour.
Taylor Wimpey, which is
building the development at
Somerdale, carried out
improvements in 2014 to the
surface of the free car park to
make using it easier for rail
commuters. The car park is
not run by the council but
looked after by Taylor
Wimpey’s management
company GreenSquare.
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There will be a St George
Community Network
meeting next Wednesday
(14th March) at St George
Community Centre.
St George councillors are
asking for suggestions for
allocating Community
Infrastructure Levy (CIL)
money to projects in St
George.
When a developer builds
something (housing, retail,
etc) they have to pay a

charge, known as CIL, to the
council. 
The council keeps 85% of
this for citywide projects
(such as the Arena) and 15%
goes to local areas. Decisions
on how to allocate the 15%
local CIL funding used are
made by Area Committees
which are made up of
councillors from a group of
wards.
The meeting next Wednesday
is aimed particularly at

community groups and
organisations working in St
George, but all interested
residents are welcome.
People are welcome to come
and share ideas for
improvements in parks, to
community buildings or other
public assets.
The meeting is from 7pm to
9pm. To find out more call
0117 9475037 or search for St
GeorgeCommunityNetwork
on Facebook.

Community meeting
in St George

The councillors that represent Kingswood
are doing their annual spring clean of the
town centre area this Saturday (10th March)

and welcome anyone who is willing to join
them. They will be meeting at 12.30pom in
Cecil Road car park.

Kingswood 

Join the litter pick
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SUNDAY
CHEMISTS

Sunday 11th March
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell
Green (10.30am-4pm) 
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail
Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road,
BS14 8PG (9am-7pm) 
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road,
BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington
(10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road,
Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park,
St Philips Causeway (11am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Motorists continue to contact The
Week In about recent experiences at
Somerdale involving Smart
Parking. 
You can read some of these on page
10 and we have asked Smart Parking’s
media team to comment on the cases
raised. So far they have not
responded. Patrick Shanahan, the
General Manager at Somerdale
Pavilion, has asked us to publish the
following letter in response.

Dear Editor,
Following the articles and letters
published in The Week In over the last
two issues (Issues 513 and 514)
regarding parking at the Somerdale
Pavilion, I thought it might be
appropriate to add some balance and
calm to the debate. 
Firstly, the car parking system was
installed to enable proper controls of
the areas to ensure our customers had
parking space availability, given the
influx of new businesses and people to
the former Cadbury Factory site. In
addition these controls were
necessary to attempt to eliminate the
anti-social behaviour that was taking
place late at night in these deserted
spaces. Aquaterra, a charity,
contracted the parking company to
manage the locations on their behalf
as it has no expertise in that industry

itself. In order to facilitate parking for
legitimate customers, Aquaterra has
given over 1,500 parking exemptions
to members, businesses and private
individuals since the controls were
installed. In addition, hundreds of
motorists park successfully each week
with no issue. The system then was not
set up as a money making exercise
and, if a penalty charge is issued, it is
issued by the parking company and
none of that fee is taken by Aquaterra. 
Aquaterra recognises that from time
to time a vehicle owner will fall foul of
parking controls, as indeed can
happen in any car park throughout the
UK (and it should be remembered that
many other business have had to
install parking controls.)  Many of
these instances occur because an
owner will not have adhered to the
location’s parking requirements.
Other situations have arisen where a
customer has made a genuine error
and, where we can demonstrate that
that is clearly the case, we will raise it
as a matter for review with the
parking company. We understand too
that parking companies are viewed
very negatively and that getting a
charge is an emotive issue. However,
where vehicle owners raise an issue,
Aquaterra tries to be fair and assess
the situation on its merits, namely, is
this a genuine mistake or is it a direct

result of someone not taking
responsibility for parking their vehicle
in accordance with requirements? In
this latter respect we have had several
frivolous reasons put forward and it
has to be appreciated we cannot get
involved in every issue. As stated,
though, we try to be fair and do not
want to put barriers in the way of
customers using a facility that does a
lot of positive work in the local
community.
As with any business programme we
will continue to review the parking
management system to ensure that it
ultimately works in everybody’s best
interest and where changes are
required, we will look to implement
them.
Patrick Shanahan
General Manager
Somerdale Pavilion

Meanwhile parking is free for visitors
to The Chocolate Quarter for up to
two hours in the car park at the rear of
the building, and is monitored by an
Automatic Number Plate Recognition
(APNR) system. 
With a busy nursing care home,
restaurant, pizzeria and leisure
facilities on site, St Monica Trust felt
it was necessary to limit free parking
to a maximum of two hours to
encourage a regular turnover of
vehicles visiting The Chocolate
Quarter. 
Visitors to The Chocolate Quarter
should ensure that they only park in
the purple bays, as the red ones are for
visitors to the GP surgery and the
yellow bays are for residents only.
Signage around the site indicates what
each colour bay refers to and the
maximum stay allowed.

Keynsham 

Somerdale parking issues continue to emerge
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LETTERS
Parking ‘parasites’     
Dear Editor  
I have every sympathy with Steve
Pursey’s letter outlining his penalty
notice incurred at The Chocolate
Quarter (Issue 513). 
It mirrors my own experience with
ParkingEye at the Royal United
Hospital in Bath. I paid, they say I
didn’t. Pay the penalty or produce the
ticket purchase. Is it reasonable to
expect people to collect obsolete
parking tickets in case the car park
operator chooses to fine you?
Why do our legislators appoint these
parasites to exploit us whilst failing to
regulate their charges or efficiency?
Could it be to relieve us of as much of
our money as possible? What a sorry
state we are in.
Greg Bryan, Keynsham

Complaints about
another parking firm     
Dear The Week In  
I read with interest your article in Issue
513 regarding unfair parking fines sent
out by Smart Parking Ltd. This seems
to be the norm for private car parking
companies; appealing using the appeals
process usually fails because you are
parked on private land and as some of
these companies only make money
from the penalty notices they issue they
will hound you for payment and the
appeals procedure is dealt with by their
own trade association so is not
independent.
I fell foul of a company called UK Car
Park Management (CPM) who operate
on Ventura Farm at Willsbridge for
Stonewater Housing Association. They

have brought this company in to
manage the car parking in the private
car parking bays and nowhere else; the
roads that lead to the bays are public
highways under South Gloucestershire
Council - only the council can raise car
parking fines if you are parked on the
public highway. 
The parking charge notice I received on
20.11.2017 related to 08.11.2017 that I
had parked within a car park and had
not displayed a valid permit contrary to
the conditions set out on the signage for
parking on private land, in this case the
parking bays. The PCN they sent had
two photographs, one showing my
windscreen and one showing their
signage. There should have been a
photograph showing the whole front of
my car, including the number plate,
however that would have shown my car
was legally parked and did not require
a permit.
They had no right to claim and abused
their position as a trusted partner by
obtaining my details from DVLA to
carry out this claim, thereby breaching
the data protection laws.
I did appeal this PCN and it has been
cancelled. I think it was cancelled
because I was not willing to pay the
£60 they wanted and would have gone
to court. If it had gone to court, they
would have lost their case as I have
photographs of the area where my car
was parked, plus the council map
supplied to myself by South Glos.
Some of these private car parking
companies offer their services free of
charge to landowners, CPM being one
such company, so their only income is
from fines.
L J Rogers

Parking firm
‘uncharitable’     
Dear Editor  
I would like to add my experience with
Smart Parking at The Chocolate
Quarter. 
I am a volunteer with St Peter’s, who
are housed at St Monica’s Trust
Somerdale, while the hospice at
Brentry is being extended. 
We started using the facility about
October of last year and along with
others I resumed my volunteering on
28th November and on that occasion,
paid for parking. 
I was then issued with a permit to park
for free - unfortunately I wasn’t aware
that you needed to park, with this
permit in some obscure, unseen and
unsigned car park behind a newly built
school, thus I incurred 2 x £60 fines. 
To be fair the charity did try to reclaim
the £120 for me, but to no avail.
Apparently other volunteers, staff and
friends and relations of patients had
also received fines. 
One wonders how Smart Parking can
be so uncharitable. 
Gwen Warner 

Parking system is
unfair     
Dear The Week In  
I also have received a parking fine for
staying over the 10-minute grace
period. I was collecting my son and his
friend from table tennis club and stayed
almost 12 minutes. 
It is near impossible to park up and go
in and collect two children. We
received the fine at the beginning of
January but the actual fine was

recorded on 13th October - how can it
take so long to issue a fine for £100? I
do not want my son waiting outside for
me as he is 13 years old, the site is still
quite dark plus he suffers from
epilepsy. I view this as a safeguarding
concern - a child using the facilities at
Somerdale should stay inside until
collected. 
I have emailed Mr Shanahan (the
manager) but his response gave us no
support; basically, you went over the
time so you need to pay the fine. He did
not offer to alert Smart Parking, even
though this was considered for another
user in your article. 
So in order to appeal against my ticket,
I am using the services of a Facebook
group, I have paid £10 to a member
who appeals against the fine. This
person has not lost against Smart
Parking so fingers crossed! From being
a member of this site it is clear that to
appeal against your fine is very
difficult, the parking companies hold
all the power. 
On another note I have recently been
fined whilst visiting the RUH in Bath to
attend an appointment for my son. I
paid for a ticket but ParkingEye
claimed I didn't. I searched for the
ticket to prove payment and found it.
Parking Eye claim I incorrectly
inputted my registration details, this
was not the case. However, as a
goodwill gesture, they are not
enforcing the fine; I am more aggrieved
as the company still claim I inputted
my details incorrectly. 
The current system at Somerdale
is unfair, 10 minutes’ drop-off is
not enough time. Many users will
face unfair reasons for being fined, 
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especially when an incorrect digit may
be input. Whenever I park now, I pay
by card and also keep the ticket in the
glove compartment in an envelope. I
suggest keeping them for several
months, especially as it took from
October until January to send the fine. 
Josephine Brock

A fine mess      
Dear Stephen   
You recently published an article about
an English course at South
Gloucestershire & Stroud College in
Filton (Discover, ‘learn’, ‘laugh’ and
‘explore’), over two days with the
promise of a free trip to Cardiff Castle.
Well, I didn’t ‘learn’ anything, I didn’t
‘explore’ and the laugh was on me. 
On 25th February, arriving early I met a
man opening the gates of the car park at
the college. He was a man of few words
and no warmth and I was left in little
doubt. He told me the tutors would
‘sort out’ my free parking and when let
into the building it was suggested I go
to the café to wait. Others arriving later
were, it appears directed to the
reception to register. 
At the end of the day which was
extremely pleasant, I came out to find a
£60 fine which I gave to the tutors to
‘sort out’. The next day, arriving with
my sandwiches, I was told I had to pay
as the car park was not controlled by
the college. The tutor also said she had
told the group about registering
(presumably while I was elsewhere). 
She also said that I was not fined for
parking illegally but carelessly, which
was unbelievable. I didn’t go to Cardiff
as I didn’t want to play ‘dog in the
manger’ so I ate my sandwiches in front

of the TV at home.
In further phone calls to the college I
discovered that the ‘warden’ I
encountered at the car park was simply
the college doorman and although they
did manage to cancel my fine, my
suggestion of another course and trip
later in the year was declined. 
David Britton, Oldland Common

All welcome to our
exhibition     
Dear Editor  
I would like to invite your readers to a
free exhibition of knitted Bible stories
in Keynsham. 

Thirty stories, full of knitted people,
animals, trees and boats – all
illustrating familiar Bible stories - will
be on display at St John’s Church on
Thursday 15th March from noon till
4pm, on Friday 16th March from 10am
till 4pm, and on Saturday 17th March
from 10am till 4pm.
All are very welcome and admission is
free.
David Clarke

More police is the
solution     
Dear Sir  
Having read the article last week about
the problems in Keynsham (although

by no means exclusive to that town), it
is heartening to see so many people
turning out on a cold evening to try and
find a solution. 
Isn’t there just one simple solution to
this and the many other similar
problems of anti-social behaviour?
More police officers on the beat.
Avon & Somerset’s Police and Crime
Commissioner has already told the
Government that the force is at tipping
point and the testimony of local police
officers about the resources they have
available to police a growing
population seem to bear this out.
Of course, we have no money and ‘we
must live within our means’ but at what
point do we stop shrugging our
shoulders and actually decide that there
are some expenses which are non-
negotiable.
If our shores were under threat from a
foreign enemy would we simply say
‘we’d love to fight you but we just
don’t have the soldiers any more’.
D James

Brexit stance is
unrealistic      
Dear Stephen   
If any of your readers know of a golf
club, where the members can have
unrestricted access to the greens and
fairways without paying a membership
fee, while at the same time cherry-
picking the rules and regulations,
perhaps they would be kind enough to
contact me via your office, so that I can
join immediately. 
The Government's “current stance” on
the Brexit negotiations appears to be as
follows: 
a) Full use of the golf club’s facilities

while at the same time reserving the
right to ‘bypass’ tricky holes we don't
like. 
b) Paying no membership fee or (under
duress) only paying fees if the month
has a ‘y’ in it. 
c) Reserving the right to cancel
bookings at short notice and instead
play at the shiny, new American club
(‘Trump Lawns’) down the road. 
What planet are these people living on? 
Jerry Moore 
Barrs Court 

LETTERS

The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest.   We
aim to produce a balanced and
accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in
full but reserve the right to shorten or
clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep letters
under 300 words and supply your full
name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and
district where you live will be
reproduced.  Anonymity is possible
under certain circum-stances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,

preferably, e-mail and should arrive

at our offices no later than 9.00am

on the Monday of each week. 

E-mail to:

admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us



The unfortunate truth
about MP     
Dear Stephen  
Judging from the two correspondents’
views of Mr Rees-Mogg (Issue 514) I
have little choice but to agree. He has
proved to be somewhat a walking
catastrophe on two legs - second in
severity to Nigel Farage and a definite
third to the current US President. 
I agree totally with both the good doctor
of Lough, County Dublin, and with your
Keynsham correspondent of the
unfortunate truth of the tacit clumsiness
of this particular Member of Parliament.  
I also have reason to despair that he
could be the next Conservative Party
leader. Then there's no way at all that I
will join the Conservative Party if he
does. I'm supportive of Theresa May –
but Rees-Mogg gives me the colic!  
Stephen Farthing , Hengrove

Facebook and
community spirit     
Dear Editor  
There are many bad things about
Facebook but there are many wonderful

things. 
On Friday last at 5.40pm I was
contacted by a constituent in her 70s
who was concerned about her neighbour
in her mid-80s who had been without
heating or hot water all day, with the
snow on the ground and temperatures
falling. 
Curo had been on their way but never
reached her. 
The younger lady had spent time trying
to reach Curo but without joy. I then
tried and found that their 8am until 8pm
help desk was shut by 6pm and the
emergency number supplied did not
open until 8pm. I then tried a number of
possible alternatives without success. 
So lateral thinking was necessary and so
at just after 6pm I posted an appeal on
the Facebook page of the community in
The Meadows. Within half an hour I had
received offers of five heaters, offers of
meals for the lady if needed and a
shopping trip if required. Within an hour
a kind gentleman from The Meadows
had delivered two heaters to the lady
and she then had warmth. 
In the meantime I reached the
emergency help line at 8pm and

eventually after 10.30pm they managed
to achieve the attendance of a tradesman
to repair the heating system. 
So a big thank you to Facebook but a
much bigger thank you to the kind folks
in The Meadows who displayed a great
community spirit for their fellow
townsfolk in need. 
Cllr Alan Hale, Keynsham South

Disabled Blue Badge
consultation      
Dear Editor  
The Government is currently carrying
out a consultation on the Disabled Blue
Badge system to determine whether they
should be awarded to people with
hidden disabilities. Currently these are
only awarded to disabled people on the
basis of their physical impairment. 
People I work with have hidden
conditions, like agoraphobia, chronic
fatigue syndrome, cystic fibrosis or
epilepsy, not to mention psychiatric
issues like major depression, bipolar,
schizophrenia, anxiety or post-traumatic
stress disorder, who do not fit into the
current criteria, are refused a Blue

Badge under the current process. 
The Blue Badges are incredibly
important as they go towards preventing
social exclusion and isolation and
contribute to the holders securing and
maintaining long-term employment.
The Government reports that without
the scheme, 75% of badge-holders say
they would go out less often. I have met
people who have given up their jobs
because it became too difficult to park
and they were refused a Blue Badge. 
18 March 2018 is the closing date for the
consultation so can I urge readers to
reply to this to support extending the
criteria to people with hidden
disabilities. There is more information at
this link: https://www.gov.uk/govern
ment/consultations/blue-badge-disa
bled-parking-scheme-eligibility-review/
blue-badge-scheme-consultation-on-
eligibility 
Details are also available in
alternative formats like Braille or on
audio CD etc. but need to be requested
direct. 
Cllr Lesley Mansell 
Westfield Parish Council 
(In a personal capacity)  

LETTERS
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Meekest (8)
8. Donkey's bray (3-3)
9. You (arch.) (4)
10. Tint (3)
11. Wooden

hammer (6)
12. Totally loyal (4,4)
15. Aim for (6)
16. Cruelty (6)
20. Film theatre (6)
24. Mouth secretion (6)
27. Retaliation (8)
28. Bravery (6)
29. Atmosphere (3)
30. Incite (4)
31. Dove (6)
32. Abide (8)

DOWN

2. Wedding attendants (6)

3. Asian sultanate (6)

4. Breathe out (6)

5. Topics (6)

6. Shouted (6)

7. Stroke (6)

12. Body powder (4)

13. On top of (2,2)

14. Lip (4)

17. Seaweed jelly (4)

18. Tall flower (4)

19. Repast (4)

21. Slanting script (6)

22. Tactical missile (6)

23. Downright (6)

24. Coil (6)

25. Dawdle (6)

26. Empty (6)

Keynsham 

Jewellery
stolen
Glass in a rear patio door
was smashed to gain
entry to a home in Bath
Road between 3pm and
7pm on Friday 23rd
February. 
Jewellery was stolen
from one of the
bedrooms while other
valuables were ignored.
If you have any
information for the
police about this
incident call 101 and
quote reference number
5218041612.
Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555
111. 
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Zumba Gold is a form of
the energetic dance exercise
popular all over the country
and in Hanham, Philomena
Connolly has just
celebrated the five-year
anniversary of her Zumba
Gold club. 
Followers are normally over
50 who enjoy the slightly less
demanding version of
Zumba.  Members who attend

the class at Hanham
Community Centre and St
Aidan’s Church in St George
have a variety of objectives
including weight loss and
reduced blood pressure, while
one member who has had a
replacement knee says the
exercise has eased and helped
her flexibility.  
The overwhelming benefit is
the sense of fun they

experience when dancing to
music with a heavy beat.
Dance routines are three to
five minutes long and involve
all types of funky modern
music. 
There are also elements of
Oriental and European dance
moves.
Philomena also takes classes
in Chipping Sodbury and
Cadbury Heath.

Hanham 

Zumba club celebrates five years 



The Week in • Wednesday 7th March 2018 15

The snow last week caused
widespread problems
across our area last week,
with police urging people
to stay off the roads, bus
services suspended, trains
cancelled, and schools and
colleges closed. 
Even though council teams
were out ploughing and
gritting priority routes
across B&NES, South
Gloucestershire and Bristol,
many minor roads were
treacherous.
With an amber weather
warning in place, motorists
were stuck for hours on the
A4 at Saltford last Thursday
and local people came out to
lend a hand. 
Motorist Tegan Groom-
bridge put on Twitter: “To
the people in Saltford, you
are heroes. Clearing the hill,
pushing cars and checking

on people. I waited three
hours in traffic and I'm sure
I would still be waiting if
not for you.”
Another, Fiona Bird, said: “I
only got home tonight
because of the lovely people
in Saltford who had come
out of their homes to clear
snow and push cars on the
hill, direct traffic and hand
out cups of tea.”
Other major routes that
were impassable or
dangerous, despite the
valiant efforts of council
crews, included the A46
between the A420 and
Junction 18 of the M4.
In the rural east areas of
South Gloucestershire,
farmers helped the council
clear the roads with ploughs
fitted to tractors. Some
roads were still closed on
Monday including Freezing

Hill Lane.
As the picture top right
shows, the police in
Kingswood helped out
shovelling snow and gritting
on the steep Hill Street. At
Tesco in Keynsham on
Thursday, as people stocked
up for the bad weather, there
were massive queues
backing round the shops
when the tills went down
and only the self-serve ones
were working. Staff handed
out tea and coffee to
customers as they waited.
Areas popular for
tobogganing included
Keynsham Park and
Pomphrey Hill at
Mangotsfield and the snow
provided some picturesque
scenes for photographers,
like the one bottom right
taken by Carolyn Russell in
Bitton.

Snow brings widespread disruption
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Controversial plans to build a peaking
gas generation plant at Beach have been
withdrawn, to the delight and relief of
local people.
The site that had been proposed – a field off
Beach Lane - is in a protected conservation
area as well as in the Green Belt and
Cotswolds Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty.
Conrad Energy wanted to develop the land,
with the right to connect to the National
Grid owned by Devon Power Develop-
ments, which engaged planning consultants
Renplan to submit the planning application
to South Gloucestershire Council on
Conrad’s behalf. The proposal was for the
plant to provide back-up power during times
of peak demand. A new access would have
been required to install the plant and for the
delivery of liquefied natural gas (LNG)
three or four times a week for refilling.
A report prepared in support of the
application for the 50m x 23m development
said the two 2MW generators would operate
about 1,200 hours a year (that’s several
times a day). The power created would go
into the substation next to the old Warmley
Pitch & Putt Golf Course. 
It also said there were many similar power
plants in the country and there would not be
any potential significant environmental
effects. A temporary period of 25 years was
proposed.

There were more than 75 objections to the
plans from local people, the parish council
and local MP Chris Skidmore. As well as
concerns about the development scarring the
landscape, people were worried about noise,
pollution, and that frequent gas and oil
transportation to the site would create chaos
and hazards in the narrow country lanes
around the Golden Valley which are popular
with walkers and horse riders. It was also
felt that such a development would be more
acceptable on a brownfield site and concerns
that the application did not mention that
Beach is a conservation area, nor the need to
install high voltage connectors back to the
substation, which would create more
disruption, whether tunnelled underground
or erected on new pylons.
This week resident Rob Deverell, who has
been acting as a spokesperson for villagers,
said: “It just shows how powerful local
opinion can be, especially when backed by
well-founded dispassionate arguments. 
“It is because I believe our arguments won
the day that I am also hopeful that it will be
the last such application made, although I
suppose we will have to wait and see.”  
The same applicants have also applied for a
peaking gas generation plant on a plot of
land at Severn Beach where there has also
been huge opposition. 
Those plans are still being considered by
South Glos Council. 

Beach 

Power to the people as
plans for gas-fuelled
plant are withdrawn



Did Storm Emma or the
‘Beast from the East’ play
havoc with your travel or
holiday plans last weekend?
If so, where do you stand
with regard to
compensation and your
consumer rights?
If you were due to fly in or
out of Bristol Airport, the
situation was complicated
further by news that during
Thursday and Friday the
runway was clear but airlines
had still cancelled flights.
On Friday, even buses serving
the airport were not able to
operate because of the state of
the roads. When airlines like
Easyjet and Ryanair took the
decision to cancel all flights
regardless of whether the
runway was open, this was
not simply down to the

adverse meteorological
conditions but also to avoid
consequences of
cancellations later in the day
and aircraft and crew being
stranded in the wrong place.
Thanks to EU regulations,
passengers are entitled to a
full refund (including the
return journey) or to transfer
to an alternative date without
penalty. Where an airline is
still operating its flights but
you are prevented from
getting to the airport because
the trains or buses aren’t
running, the situation
becomes a little more
complicated. We are not
aware of any situation at
Bristol last week where an
airline has not been
sympathetic to passengers in
such a dilemma, and further

afield, British Airways
allowed free cancellation and
transfers on short-haul flights
out of London for a full week.
The EU regulations which
govern compensation to
passengers for delayed flights
apply only in situations where
this was caused by
circumstances within the
airline’s control, like
mechanical failure or lack of
crew, so don’t normally apply
to bad weather. It does,
however explain why the
likes of Easyjet or Ryanair
take the decision to cancel a
full day’s timetable rather
than risk creating knock-on
delays.
If your train is cancelled or
you decide you do not want to
risk being delayed, you can
claim a refund on your ticket.
If you opt to travel on a later
train because your train is
cancelled, technically this is
not possible with some train
operators if your ticket is
restricted (e.g. an advance
fare) but again, due to the
severity of disruption last
week, most train companies
lifted such conditions. 

Regardless of weather, all
passengers are entitled to
compensation of up to 50%
for delayed arrivals but yet
again, the length of the delay
and applicable conditions

vary depending on the rail
operator. Special conditions
also apply to season ticket-
holders so check the
conditions on the operator’s
website.
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TRAVEL & HOLIDAYS

When the weather wrecks your travel plans

Take the high road
The bus stop in Warmley or Kingswood might
be the starting point for a commute into Bristol
but if you time it right, you could also be
getting on a coach to the Scottish Highlands. 
In fact, Lochs and Glens Holidays offer tours
to six different locations from other locations
in our area, including Redfield as well as from
Filton and central Bath.
If it’s a name you are not already familiar with,
Lochs & Glens have been doing this for the
last 35 years. The business began in the late
1970s by organising tours to the hotel it owned
on the shores of Loch Long. Today the
company owns six different hotels and a fleet
of modern coaches offering tours to Loch

Lomond, the Trossachs and the Highlands and
Islands.
By owning the accommodation and the
transport, the company has control over every
aspect of the holiday and by being local, the
excursions (which are included in the tour
price) are also planned by people who know
their way around.
So next time you are waiting to catch the bus
to Bristol city centre, you may want to linger
at the bus stop in case the next one along is
heading for the bonnie, bonnie banks o’ Loch
Lomond. 
Call 01389 713713 or visit
www.lochsandglens.com
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There has actually been a
rise in the number of
vehicles using Bromley
Heath Viaduct during the
roadworks on the
southern stretch.
A contraflow has been
operating since last July,
diverting all ring road traffic
onto the newer, northern
viaduct while major repair
and strengthening work has
been taking place on the
other side, along with the
creation of a shared use
cycle and pedestrian
scheme.
Typically Bromley Heath
Viaduct would carry 29,000
vehicles eastbound and
26,000 westbound on the

A4174 ring road every day.
But that total of 55,000 has
increased to more than
60,000 during the last five
months, even though traffic
management has included
encouraging drivers to use
Junction 18 of the M4 for
both west and east journeys
as an alternative route to
avoid the A4174 ring road
and access the M4. 
This week Downend
councillor Jon Hunt said of
the increase in the number
of vehicles using that stretch
of the ring road: “We
obviously can’t have an
exact reason, but it seems to
be that due to businesses
offering flexible working,

drivers have been using the
viaduct outside of peak
hours.
“This has enabled drivers
who used to use alternative
routes to avoid the rush-
hour traffic to then use the
viaduct as the queues have
not been anywhere near the
worse-case predictions.”
The works to repair the
southern section will be
nearing an end soon. The
current finish date for the
contraflow is the weekend
of 28th April. To mark the
completion of the viaduct
repairs there are discussions
about having an opening for
it and local schools will be
burying a time capsule.

Cllr Hunt added that the
increase in plant traffic that
has been using Bromley
Heath Road, along with the
daily traffic, has meant that
this main road supporting
Downend has worn badly. 
He said: “I will be pushing
to get this road resurfaced
following the viaduct
completion so that the area
is not adversely affected
going forward, having
already had to deal with the

works.”
He added that the Bromley
Heath Service Road has
been shut during the viaduct
works to stop rat-running
and to help traffic flows at
the Quakers Road junction
and welcomes views from
people about whether this
should be made permanent.
He can be contacted via his
Facebook page, Cllr Jon
Hunt or by email at
jon.hunt@southglos.gov.uk
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Keynsham 

Car damaged
A car parked in The Brambles was damaged by someone
jumping on or walking over the bonnet. 
It happened between midday on Sunday 25th February
and 7.15am on Monday 26th. Contact the police on 101,
quoting reference number 5218043602, if you have any
information. Alternatively call Crimestoppers
anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

Emersons Green 

New waiting restrictions

Rise in number of vehicles using
viaduct despite contraflow

Long-awaited single and double yellow
lines were painted around the Blackhorse
Primary School site over the half-term
holiday. 
Unlike the previous white lines, which
were advisory, these are legally
enforceable. This means that if a driver is
caught parking on the double yellow lines
at any time of the day, or on the single

yellow lines before or after school, they
could be fined, clamped and towed away. 
A small minority have been parking on the
single yellow lines, making the footpath
unsafe for pedestrians which is the reason
the lines were painted. The school asks
that people take pictures of offenders so
that the owners can be named and shamed
and the police informed. 
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Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in
The Week In
is an effective

and low
cost option.

Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117

986 0381. 

Deadline for
Situations Vacant
advert bookings

is 4.00pm on
the FRIDAY
preceding

publication.

SITUATIONS VACANT

Team celebrate Good
rating from care watchdog
St Monica Trust’s Care at Home Service has received a Good
rating from the Care Quality commission following a recent
inspection.
Based on Henleaze Road, the Care at Home team provide
personal care and support to more than 130 older and disabled
people living in their own homes across Bristol and Keynsham.
The services provided by St Monica Trust’s Care at Home team
include household tasks, assistance with personal care,
companionship, practical help while recovering from an illness
and specialist personal support. 
CQC inspectors awarded St Monica Trust’s Care at Home
service a ‘Good’ rating across all five areas which examined
safety, effectiveness, caring, responsiveness, and leadership. 
The published report was based on an announced inspection at
the end of last year and follows a visit in 2015 by the CQC
during which the service was also rated as Good.
St Monic Trust operates retirement villages across Bristol and
North Somerset and has recently opened The Chocolate
Quarter in the former Cadbury’s factory in Keynsham. 

31st Brain of Bitton Quiz
Bitton Labour Party will be holding its
31st Brain of Bitton Quiz Party this
Saturday (10th March).
Branch chairman and quizmaster Kim
Scudamore said: “When 30 of us met at the
Dolphin Inn, Oldland, all those years ago,
we didn’t think the Brain of Bitton would
last this long or grow as it has.
‘We now get around 100 contestants every
year, and the quiz has developed a style of
its own.  I’m told there’s nothing quite like
it, and I think that’s a complement.  People
certainly keep coming back. 
“Because the questions are displayed around
the room with contestants having a few

hours to wander round and try to answer
them, it’s a more sociable affair than most
quizzes.
“We’ve held the quiz in many venues
around the area, and for the first eight years
of its history, the Brain of Bitton was
actually held in Keynsham.  We then moved
to Hanham and Cadbury Heath, before
coming back to Bitton.  But we’ve now been
using the Oldland Club for around 10 years,
and the venue suits our format very well.”
Entry includes a buffet, free raffle and lots
of prizes, and is by ticket purchased in
advance.  For further information, contact
Kim Scudamore on 0117 9322845.

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Labour councillors in the town
have highlighted planning
breaches at the housing estate
being built on the old Douglas
Motorcycle factory site.
Around 375 homes are being built
over five years on the site between
Hanham Road and Forest Road.
In a report to the Community
Engagement Forum last week, the
councillors said that over the years
the site has created a number of
problems ranging from anti-social
behaviour, infestations of seagulls,
unauthorised uses and all sorts of
“nefarious activities”.
“Sadly the site is now giving
problems of a different sort, brought
about by the developer Douglas
Homes SW Ltd and the estate agents
moving people into newly built

houses on Forest Road without any
off-street parking being in place. 
“This is completely contrary to
conditions attached to the planning
permission for the site which quite
clearly stipulated that buildings
could not be occupied until off-street
parking and a new access road into
the site (from Forest Road was in
place.”
A South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said this week: "We
have visited the site and can confirm
that the off-street parking for the
completed new homes has been
constructed. 
“The developer is now working to
complete the required access for the
parking provision, and we will
continue to monitor the progress of
the development." 

This year’s Annual Flower Festival
at Hanham Methodist Church will
take place on 28th and 29th April and
will be entitled 'This Is Your
Hanham', featuring the community
in and the church. 
The church will be open on the

Saturday from 10am to 4pm when 
coffee and cakes will be available
from 10am to noon and cream teas
from 1pm to 4pm. On the Sunday it
will be open from 2pm to 5pm when
tea and biscuits will be served.
There will also be a raffle. 

Kingswood 

New housing row

Hanham 

Flower festival
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South Gloucestershire Council has
published plans outlining £450,000
worth of investment in open spaces
and sports facilities. 
The money, raised from house-
builders’ contributions to local
infrastructure, will be distributed to
local groups and parish councils to
provide better parks and green spaces
for people to enjoy.
Downend & Bromley Heath Parish
Council will receive around £80,000 to
help fund the construction of a new
changing room pavilion on the King
George V playing fields. The existing
pavilion has been well used by the
community and is need of replacement. 
Ward councillor for Downend Jon
Hunt said: “The old pavilion is a bit
tumbledown now, the paint is peeling,
and it is just showing its age. I’m so
pleased we have been able to secure

this funding so that we can work
together with the parish council and
build something bigger and better to
breathe new life into the playing fields
and make them an attractive place for
teams to play sports.”
Frenchay Cricket Club and Downend
& Frenchay Tennis Club, both located
at the Bob Stone Ground in Frenchay,
will receive around £4,000 each. This
will allow the tennis club to install new

‘access for all’ electronic gates and the
cricket club to buy new sight screens
which are used to help batsmen see the
ball better.
Other investments include more than
£7,000 for AEK-BOCO Football Club
to fund new toilet and storage facilities
at Tenniscourt Road playing fields in
Kingswood, and almost £9,000 for
Kingswood RFC to improve
floodlighting at their playing fields.

South Glos

£450k investment in open
spaces and sports facilities

Spotlight
on girls’
football
Four times Community
Club of the Year
Longwell Green Sports
JFC are delighted to be
part of a national FA
initiative to increase
participation of girls in
football. 
They will be running
extra sessions on Monday
evenings (from 6pm to
7pm) for girls aged five to
11 from 9th April for 16
weeks. 
These fun-based sessions
are delivered by FA
qualified, DBS checked
coaches.
Email MattDraper_LWG
GirlsJFC@outlook.com
to be put on the list in
readiness.

Kingswood RFC fields
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Keynsham Town Council
chair Clive Fricker
addressed a full house of
business owners at The
Chocolate Quarter last
month to update them on
two new initiatives.
The first was to set up a new
business network which,
among other things, will
produce a free business
directory to be distributed to
every Keynsham household
later this year. 
With the town’s chamber of
commerce seemingly
withered on the vine, the
new group will also
convene business meetings
and networking events with
the first likely to be a

presentation on the new
General Data Protection
Regulation (GDPR) which
will come into effect in
May. 
The other was to coordinate
business input into the
emerging Keynsham
Neighbourhood Develop-
ment Plan. 
A questionnaire will shortly
be sent to more than 250
businesses which the
council currently has on its
database.
Representatives who atten-
ded the meeting were also
able to enjoy a guided tour
of the facilities at The
Chocolate Quarter.
If you run a business or are

a sole trader and want to
become involved in the
business directory or the
Neighbourhood Develop-
ment Plan, contact Dr
Cheryl Scott, town clerk, on
0117 986 8683 or email
townclerk@keynsham-tc.
gov.uk

Keynsham

Town council launches
business network
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Leading transport campaig-
ner David Redgewell has
spent 12 days in hospital
after being assaulted on a
train.
Mr Redgewell, who uses a
wheelchair and suffers from a
serious heart and lung
condition, spoke at last
Monday’s South Glouces-
tershire Transport Forum
meeting about the incident
which happened onboard a
CrossCountry train on
Saturday 10th February.
Mr Redgewell, who lives in
South Gloucestershire but
works all over the country,
said there aren’t cameras on
CrossCountry trains and he is
calling for them to be fitted.
The attack happened during
the 20.44 service from Bristol
Temple Meads to Exeter. Mr
Redgewell says he was being
goaded by a group of drunken

people and staff had spoken
to them about their aggressive
behaviour during the journey.
Mr Redgewell, who felt
threatened and had decided
he would get off at Taunton
and switch to another train,
said the assault took place at
about 9.10pm on the
approach to the town. He was
shoved in the chest, suffered
major bruising, and ended up
spending 12 days in hospital.
He said some of the group got
off at Taunton and that British
Transport Police were
examining CCTV footage
from both there and Temple
Meads Station. Mr Redgewell
said it was the first time he
had been assaulted on a train
but had twice been assaulted
on buses.  
This week a British Transport
Police spokesperson told us:
“We are investigating an

incident of assault which
happened on a train from
Bristol Temple Meads to
Taunton railway station. A
50-year-old man was verbally
abused by a group of people
who then began pushing and
shoving him. 
“The situation escalated and
the victim, who was using a
wheelchair, was pushed
against the toilet door and his
arm and chest were hit
against the door. 
“The victim left the train at
Taunton where he was
assisted by rail staff. He was
taken to hospital via
ambulance for treatment. He
has since been discharged. 
“The offenders are both men
and women, all white, aged
between 16 and 40 years old.
They are thought to have
been under the influence of
alcohol and possibly
returning from watching an
England Vs Wales rugby
match. 
“We are investigating and
officers are following
numerous lines of inquiry,
including examining CCTV

footage and speaking to
potential witnesses. 
“We would ask anyone with
information who has not yet
spoken to police to contact us
as soon as possible. 
“Anyone with information
can call British Transport
Police on 0800 40 50 40 or
text 61016, quoting reference
number 763 of 10/2/18.”
A spokesperson for
CrossCountry said: “We are
aware of the incident
involving Mr Redgewell on
one of our trains and will be
cooperating with the BTP in
their efforts to apprehend the
individuals responsible. 

“Unlike modern trains where
CCTV is equipped as
standard, these trains were
built almost 20 years ago and
only have limited cameras on
board. Regrettably the
incident took place in an area
of the train where there was
no recording equipment. 
“It may be possible to retrofit
CCTV onto these trains as
part of the next franchise
renewal in 2019, and the
Department for Transport are
currently asking stakeholders
for their thoughts on what this
should include.” 
See also security concerns at
Keynsham car park, page 7

Shocking attack on disabled
rail passenger

David Redgewell

Keynsham 

New group for dads and kids
A new monthly Saturday morning group
for fathers will be starting in Keynsham on
10th March when dads and their children
can spend time together, have fun and mix
with other dads and youngsters.
It will be held at St Francis Church Centre,
Warwick Road, from 10am-11.30am every
second Saturday of the month.
During the morning there will be
equipment for the children to play on, plus
drinks and bacon rolls for the dads whilst
they play with their youngsters.

“We are looking forward to welcoming
dads to these mornings,” said organiser
Martin Burton.  “Dads often lose out in
playing with their children as they grow
up. It’s also an excuse for mums to get rid
of the dads and children and have a quiet
morning at home.” Who Lets the Dads
Out? is a part of a national project aimed at
supporting fathers and children. For
further details contact Keynsham parish
office 0117 9863354 or email
keynshamwltdo @yahoo.co.uk 



The Week in • Wednesday 7th March 2018 25

Eleanor Combley, leader of
the Green group on Bristol
City Council, was in
London at the end of last
month to deliver a letter
calling on Chancellor
Philip Hammond to end the
planned Government
programme of cuts to local
council funding.
The letter, signed by Green
Party councillors throughout
the country, highlights the
dangers facing local councils
to maintain frontline ser-
vices after 2020, by which
time central funding will
have been withdrawn
completely. 
Last December, the Local
Government Association
warned the Government that
councils faced a funding gap

for 2019/20 of £5.8bn while
the relaxed flexibility
granted to increase council
tax rates over the next two
years would only generate
around £500m.
Cllr Combley voted against
the Bristol Council budget of
Labour Mayor Marvin Rees
last month which included a
30% cut in youth services, a
move she believes will
effectively end all work with
under 11s in the city and
remove open access sessions. 
She said: “I could not vote
for Bristol Labour’s austerity
cuts budget, but I will do
everything I can to reduce
the impact of those cuts,
whether by proposing
helpful amendments to the
budget, working behind the

scenes in City Hall or taking
the fight to Westminster.”
She was met at Westminster
by the Green Party co-leader
and MP Caroline Lucas. Ms
Lucas said: “Our party is
united in opposition to these
planned cuts. Local

authorities are already
straining under the intense of
pressure of year-on-year cuts
and this further squeeze will
put frontline services in the
firing line. The Government
can stop these cuts – and
protect these essential local

services – but that would
mean ending their
ideological love-affair with
the failed austerity project.
We are urging Philip
Hammond to safeguard our
vital local services from any
further harm.”

Bristol Green Party leader lobbies
Treasury over council cuts

Eleanor Combley, left, with Caroline Lucas
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B&NES Shared Lives Scheme is looking
for more people to share their homes with
adults with multiple and complex needs.
The scheme is for over-16s with learning
disabilities, autism, dementia, a physical
disability, mental health difficulties or other
health or sensor disability, or an older
person with support needs.
Motivated and caring individuals, couples or
families are needed to share their home and
community life. By offering time and
encouragement, carers are able to develop
long-term and rewarding relationships.
Helen and Terry Hill from Keynsham have
been carers for more than 10 years. Even
after individuals 'move on' from the Hills,
they continue to keep contact with them,
inviting them to family events and taking
them out, for example, on their birthdays.
Helen recently won a B&NES Chair’s

special award for a specific piece of work
she did with a very vulnerable individual.
She was asked to work with a young mum
who is extremely marginalised as she is a
new parent with a diagnosis of a learning
difficulty with no support network. Helen
has supported the young mum to continue
contact with her child and build her
confidence and self-esteem as a mother.
Shared Lives carers come from all walks of
life, and have a flexible, patient and
practical approach that is centred on the
person they are supporting. 
Formal caring qualifications are not a
requirement as training will be provided by
the service.
You could already be in work or part-time
work. Get in touch with the Shared Lives
Scheme at Ash House, St Martin’s Hospital,
Bath, on 01225 831774.

B&NES

Carers needed to support
vulnerable adults

Unfortunately, Hanham Evening WI’s
February meeting was unable to go ahead as
the speaker let them down at the last minute.
But in typical WI fashion members took it in
their stride and made their own
entertainment by having a good old-
fashioned chinwag.
The branch has also played its annual
skittles challenge cup match against
Hanham Natural History Society. Both
groups are based at Hanham Community
Centre but this annual match is always

played on neutral ground at Longwell Green
Community Centre.
The game was played in a friendly
atmosphere with both sides giving and
receiving plenty of light-hearted banter.
For many years the History Society have
held the upper hand in this challenge match
but last year and, more emphatically, this
time around, the WI team have come out as
winners.
A buffet supper rounded off a very
enjoyable evening.

Hanham

Skittles success for WI

Keynsham 

Quad bikes snatched
Two quad bikes were stolen from a shed in Stockwood
Vale between 9pm on Friday 23rd February and 9am on
Saturday 24th. 
If you have any information contact the police on 101,
quoting reference number 5218041922, or call
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

Milkman Matt delivers ‘grass
to glass’ message to pupils 
Matt Hudd, from doorstep delivery service milk&more’s
depot in Keynsham, visited Stanbridge Primary School
in Downend to help pupils learn about the story of milk
and to tell them about the day in the life of a milkman. 
Matt is pictured with Year 4 pupils.

Helen & Terry Hill 



Keynsham Mencap
hosted their second
dinner and auction at
Saltford Golf Club on
17th February, raising
more than £3,100 for
their new building
appeal. 
This year there was a mix
of silent and live auction
items, all generously
donated by local
organisations, which
included among other
items a half-day retreat for
two at the Royal Crescent
Hotel in Bath;
complimentary pizzas at
the new B Block café in
The Chocolate Quarter;
two return rail tickets to
anywhere in the South
West via Great Western
Railway; a round of golf
for two at Stockwood Vale
Golf Club; and family

passes for Avon Valley
Adventure & Wildlife Park,
the Roman Baths, Fashion
Museum, Victoria Art
Gallery and the Grand Pier
at Weston-super-Mare.
The evening also included
a raffle generously
supported by local
businesses.
Michael Ashbee, of Davies
& Way, once again
provided his expert
services of auctioneer and
kept the guests buzzing
with excitement and raising
their bids to the max.  
A surprise was in store for
the trustees, as during the
speeches chair Lisa
O’Brien was presented
with a cheque for £15,000
from John Angus, one of
the trustees from the
Mencap Family Home
which is now known as The

Avenue in Keynsham.  As
the Mencap Family Home
business had come to a
close, there were surplus
funds which the trustees
wanted to distribute to help
continue the work that they
had done. Treasurer Russ

Pocock gave an update on
how the fundraising for the
new premises had been
going. He said: ‘We have
made great steps
financially to achieving our
goal which is to own
premises that will facilitate

our existing projects and be
suitable for expansion. 
“Our restricted fund has
now reached £85,000;
however, we still have
some way to go in our
desire to raise £250,000 by
the end of 2019.”
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Boost for Keynsham Mencap’s new building appeal



28 The Week in • Wednesday 7th March 2018

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Bereavement

The police are asking for help to identify the two men in these images.
They believe they can help with enquiries after a man was attacked outside the Royal
British Legion in Staunton Lane at about 10.30pm on Saturday 24th February.  The
victim was punched in the face several times.
If you recognise the men or have any information please call 101 and quote reference
5218042367.

A care home in Fishponds run by Milestones Trust has been
rated as Outstanding by the Care Quality Commission
following an unannounced inspection.
50 Vassall Road provides residential care for up to six people with
learning disability or mental health conditions. 
The inspectors judged the service as Good for being safe, effective
and caring, and Outstanding in terms of being responsive and well-
led, leading to the higher rating overall. The home had previously
been rated as Good.
The CQC report says people living there were very well supported
to exercise choice and control of their lives, were supported with
their health needs, and that staff monitored their wellbeing. The
home was very well run and people, staff and professionals all
spoke extremely highly of the registered manager. The atmosphere
in the home was said to be very relaxed, comfortable and homely. 
Meanwhile another home run by Milestones Trust - 120 Furber
Road in St George – has retained its Good assessment from the
CQC. The inspectors said the home, which cares for up to five
people with learning difficulties, was Good in all key areas.
Milestones Trust’s headquarters are in Staple Hill and they run
services in South Gloucestershire, Bristol, North Somerset and
Swindon.

For anyone looking for handmade crafts for their mums for
Mothering Sunday this weekend, or an Easter gift, there is a craft
fair on Saturday (10th March) from 11am to 3pm at Community at
67 situated at 67 Queens Road. 
For more details visit website www.community67.org 

The ninth annual seed swap, ‘Seedy Saturday’, is being held at
Timsbury’s Conygre Hall this weekend (10th March) from 10am to
2pm.

Whitchurch

Do you recognise these men?
Fishponds & St George

Care home rated as
Outstanding

Keynsham

Craft fair

Seed swap
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Service Directory
Advertising

Aerials

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Blinds Foot Care

FencingCarpet Fitters

Caravan Storage

Building Services

Car Repairs

Carpentry

Electrical

Denture Repairs

Garden Services
Carpet Cleaning

Chimney Sweep
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Service Directory
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Logs

Home
Maintenance

Painting
& Decorating

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Pet Services

Guttering

Hair & Beauty

Garden Services Garden Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

Locksmiths

Oven Cleaning

Host
Families
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Service Directory
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plastering Waste Disposal

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks
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