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Old school campus being earmarked for housing
£1m could be spent
knocking down the old
Grange School & Sports
College in Warmley to make

way for new homes.
There has been speculation
since South Gloucestershire
Council
closed
the

secondary school in 2016
that it might be sold for
housing.
It emerged in the council’s

budget papers that it is
waiting to learn this month
whether its bid to the
Accelerated Construction

Initiative, run by the Homes
& Communities Agency,
has been successful.
The HCA has recently been
replaced by a new body
called Homes England and
the Government expects the
new agency will make a
significant contribution to
delivering its 300,000
homes-a-year target by the
mid-2020s.
Continued on page 3
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Old school campus being
earmarked for housing
Continued from page 1
As we reported in Issue 511,
Homes England is also
working alongside South
Gloucestershire Council
with a view to redeveloping
the old Kleeneze site in
Hanham for housing.
The Grange, which had 600
surplus places when it
closed, was in a poor state
and the buildings would
have needed an estimated
£13m spent on them.
One block was demolished
to make way for the Cabot
Learning Federation’s new
Digitech Studio School,
which opened in 2016. A
report to councillors puts
the cost of demolishing
what is left of the old school
at £1m. It is understood it
would be a complex
process.
The
Rocking
Horse
Nursery, which had rented
space at The Grange for
about 25 years, relocated

last year to St George, while
users of the community
sports facilities have also
had to find new homes.
The council is not able to
say at this stage how many
new homes could be built on
the site and it is not clear
whether the extensive
school playing fields would
all be built on.

Warmley Park School,
which also shares the site, is
currently
undergoing
building work to create a
new sixth form. The school
caters for pupils aged from
three to 19 who have
learning difficulties and
additional needs.
Meanwhile the council is
budgeting for a new free

primary school to meet
demand in the Kingswood
and Warmley area, and a

new all-through school at
the new Lyde Green
development.

Also in
this week’s
issue
CCTV upgrade for
Keynsham
. . . page 5
Cycling group reacts to
railway plan
. . . page 6
Problems persist at
Mangotsfield tip
. . . page 22
Saltford Post Office
and Library venture
. . . page 14
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Downend

Saltford

Distinctive car linked
to sex assault inquiry
Police are appealing for witnesses who may have seen a red
Audi TT in Saltford on Thursday 8th February.
The appeal relates to an investigation into a sexual assault
on a female. Police want to speak to anyone who may have
seen the distinctive car parked in the public car park of The
Shallows between 6pm and 8pm. They believe passing dog
walkers are likely to have witnessed the vehicle in the car
park at that time. Police say the victim has all the expert
help and support she needs and they are updating her on the
progress of this investigation.
If you’re able to help in any way contact DC Hannah Marsh
of North East Investigations Unit by calling 101 and
quoting reference 5218030623.

Parking restrictions
proposed near nursery
Parking restrictions are
planned near Red Bus
Nursery
following
complaints by residents to
South
Gloucestershire
Council.
The restrictions aim to
maintain
visibility
at
crossing locations and
entrances and improve
safety for vulnerable road

users and pedestrians.
The proposed restrictions
are next to and opposite the
nursery and affect Downend
Road and Grace Road.
People are encouraged to
have their say on the plans

in an online survey on the
council’s website (look
under Consultations) before
the deadline of 5th March. If
you do not have access to
the internet call 01454
868004.

THE WEEK IN
Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons
Green, Fishponds, Hanham,
Hillfields, Keynsham, Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Mangotsfield,
Marksbury, North Common, Oldland
Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford,
Staple Hill, Stockwood, St George,
Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick,
Willsbridge.
16,000 copies are distributed
through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.
Verified pick-up rate of 97%.
Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767
Managing Editor
News Editor
Contributors

Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Becky Feather 07973 839936
Christine Rogers

Advertising

Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor
No material in this publication, nor its associated website (www.theweekin.co.uk) may
be reproduced without the written permission of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All
rights reserved.
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. t/a The Week In is regulated by IMPRESS:
The Independent Monitor for the Press CIC. As such, we adhere to the
IMPRESS complaints procedure. A copy of this procedure can be found on
our website or can be sent upon written request to the address above.
4

The Week in • Wednesday 21st February 2018

Investing in better CCTV for Keynsham
More
than
£88,000
investment in improved
CCTV and more cameras
for Keynsham is being
considered.
B&NES
Council
is
recommending improvements
to the system which needs
updating
for
greater
reliability and better coverage
of the area.
Charles
Gerrish,
who
represents Keynsham North
and is the Cabinet member
for finance and efficiency,
and Mark Shelford, the
Cabinet member for transport
and environment, are being
asked to approve the project
which will see the old
microwave link replaced and
additional cameras installed.
Currently the council has a
number of CCTV cameras in
the Keynsham area to help

reduce crime and manage
public protection, and these
are monitored around the
clock from the council’s
control room by a microwave
link.
However,
the
microwave link has become
unreliable and the new
scheme, if approved, would
see the removal of the
microwave mast at Sulis
Meadow and replaced with a
more
resilient
wireless
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network.
It would see some existing
cameras connected to the new
network;
new
cameras
installed at Hicks Gate
roundabout; new cameras at
the railway bridge near
Keynsham Station, the park
in Keynsham and all existing
public space cameras in the
area upgraded to the new
wireless network.
Cllr Gerrish said: “I have

Keynsham Station

Hicks Gate Roundabout

been asked to consider this
investment which would
enhance the CCTV in the
town centre where there has
been a significant increase in
anti-social behaviour and
growing public concern about
it. The scheme would also,
provide more flexibility and
is more reliable.”
Money for the scheme will
come from the Cadbury site
Section
106
funding
agreement. A decision about
the project was expected this

week.
• As we reported last week, a
meeting is being held
tomorrow evening at Victoria
Methodist Church to discuss
positive and constructive
solutions to address antisocial behaviour in the town.
The event is open to the
general public but you’ll
need a ticket - contact
Eventbrite. The Week In will
be covering the meeting so
look out for a report in next
week’s paper.
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Battle lines drawn in light rail debate
Even though the prospect of
light rail services on the
former Midland Railways
line between Bristol and
Bath is not yet even at
evaluation stage, protagonists on both sides of the
argument are taking up
their positions.
In last week’s issue we
reported that the West of
England Combined Authority
(WECA) was being urged to
study the Bristol & Bath
Railway Path in its search to
provide a light rail link
between the two cities. The
path has become popular with
cyclists and walkers over the
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last four decades while the
Avon Valley Railway now
operates trains on a restored
section of the line from
Warmley to the River Avon,
close to Saltford.
Not surprisingly, Sustrans,
the cycling and walking
campaign charity, has advised
the West of England Regional
Mayor Tim Bowles to look
elsewhere. In an open letter to
him and Bristol, B&NES and
South
Gloucestershire
council leaders published last
week, its regional director
James Cleeton warns that not
only would the line require
significant engineering work

Bitton Station

to bring it back into use for
light rail, but that the track
bed is not wide enough to
accommodate all the varied
users that it currently
accommodates.
According to the most recent
data compiled by Sustrans, an
average of 3,800 people were
using the path on weekdays in
December, a figure which Mr
Cleeton claims would have
been a summer average only
10 years ago.
Sustrans also warns that there
would be significant local
opposition to any plan to
introduce light rail to the
route, and accused WECA of
seeking the “path of least
resistance” in its search to
implement the region’s Joint
Transport Strategy.
“Light rail use of the land
would not be compatible with
the majority of the path’s

current usage value”, writes
James Cleeton. “Indeed,
when bus rapid transit was
last mooted along the path
exactly a decade ago by the
West of England Partnership,
there was such a community
response that over 7,000
signatures opposing the plans
were collected in a month.”
But Railfuture, a campaign
group for better rail services
across the UK, has hit back at
Sustrans, claiming it is not
just the “path of least
resistance” but the obvious
choice for that very reason.
Railfuture’s
media
spokesman Bruce Williamson
said: “The original railway
was double track through its
entire length, and the current
Tarmacked section uses only
approximately half the width
of the trackbed, so what's the
problem? Experience around

the Bitton area has shown that
it is possible for the cycle
track to be shared with rail.
“How much cost and local
opposition do you suppose
there would be to bulldozing
a completely new route out of
the city? How many billions
would it cost to put it in
tunnel? If, as (Sustrans)
claim, ‘the route under
consideration is the wrong
one’ then what is the right
one? It's pretty obvious that
the answer is, in fact, the
Bristol & Bath Railway
Path.”
"Sustrans have always known
that they were allowed to
operate the railway path on
the understanding that they
would have to give it back if
it was needed for rail. Now it
looks like that time might be
coming, and they're trying to
renege on the deal."
In last week’s issue, the
trustees of Avon Valley
Railway told us that the
heritage railway still had
plans to extend their line as
far as Newbridge in Bath.
Chair of the trustees Roger
Eynon told us: “Obviously
we would not favour any
changes that could jeopardise
our existence, but would be
happy to work in harmony
with schedule services, if our
future was assured.”
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WECA’s wishlist for next
GWR operator
The West of England Combined
Authority (WECA) has provided its
list of requirements for the next
train operator of the Great Western
Railway franchise including new
services, better frequency of trains
and rolling stock which is fit for
purpose.
As we reported last year (Issue 504 –
13th December) the Department for
Transport has been consulting on
aspects of the new franchise which is
now expected to be awarded after
2022. WECA has taken on board the
comments of Bristol, B&NES and
South Gloucestershire councils in
compiling its response to the
consultation which closed today (21st
February).
MetroWest suburban services which
are to be included in the operation at
no cost to the local authorities include

half-hourly
services
between
Avonmouth and Bath via Keynsham
and Oldfield Park, as well as a similar
frequency between Bristol Temple
Meads and Yate and Gloucester.
Services on reopened lines to
Portishead and Henbury are also part
of the package.
On the wider network WECA also
wants to see the new operator provide
three trains an hour to London from
Bristol Temple Meads via Bath, as
well as a new service to Oxford to link
into the East-West Rail project.
Enhancements to limited stop and allstop services from Bristol Temple
Meads and Bath to Cardiff,
Gloucester, Taunton and Exeter are
also included.
Along with a modern railway
network, WECA also wants to see
modern bi-mode trains running on
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regional services to replace the
existing diesel rolling stock, some of
which is more than 30 years old. Even
the units which were cascaded down
from the Thames Valley last year
following electrification are more than
20 years old.
As part of the Department for
Transport (DfT) consultation, views

were also sought on the possibility of
splitting the next franchise into two by
separating the high-speed intercity
services from the regional and local
services. WECA’s response was that
while some form of West of Englandbased franchise might be desirable in
the future, the current DfT proposal is
not the right one.
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Controversy over Somerdale
Questions are being asked
about the way management company Smart
Parking operates after
complaints about the
camera-controlled
car
parks
at
Somerdale
Pavilion in Keynsham.
Charity Aquaterra, which
runs the Pavilion, brought in
Smart last autumn after antisocial problems in the two
car
parks,
including
joyriding and drug taking.
Those problems are now
under control but the
accuracy and fairness of the
parking system at the health
and leisure venue is in the
spotlight because some
people who have paid have
still been sent parking
charge notices - some for no
obvious reason.
Others have found Smart
Parking to be inflexible
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even if they accidentally
keyed in one of the digits of
their registration number
incorrectly, while we have
been told of others who
have received notices even
though they are exempt,
such as members who get
free parking as part of their
annual membership or are
attending events at the
Pavilion.
The Week In’s news editor
Becky Feather parked there
on Saturday 27th January,
paying £1.20 for two hours.
She paid well within the 10minute ‘grace period’ which
allows drop-offs and left
well within the time limit.
The registration number
was also keyed in correctly.
But two weeks later, she
received a parking charge
notice in the post, telling her
she owed £100 but if she

paid within 14 days it would
be reduced to £60. The letter
showed a picture of her car
arriving at 10.39am on
Saturday 27th January and
another of it leaving at
11.37am. The letter said:
“By either not purchasing
the appropriate parking time
or by remaining in the car
park for longer than
permitted, in accordance
with the terms and
conditions set out in
signage, the parking charge
is now payable to Smart
Parking Ltd.”
Thinking
that
she’d
probably thrown her receipt
away, Becky was surprised
and relieved to find it was
still in her car but concerned
that others might not be so
lucky.
Getting a similar letter
through the post that
weekend was Keynsham
resident Terry Barton who
got in touch with The Week
In to highlight the problem.
He too had kept his receipt
and was angry that others
who couldn’t prove their
innocence would have no
choice but to pay up.

He said he would not be
responding to the letter from
Smart Parking as he had
done nothing wrong and had
his receipt to prove it. “They
can take me to court,” he
said.
Meanwhile Steve Pursey
wrote to us (see our Letters
section) after he got a
parking notice at Somerdale
for keying in a digit wrong
at the ticket machine.
He said: “I can’t understand
how anyone could be so
desperate to make a £100
that they are not prepared to
allow for a simple human
error whilst admitting
they’ve taken my money. I
am being fined for pressing
the wrong buttons…These
are not the sort of
companies
we
want
operating in Keynsham (or
anywhere else in Britain)
and shame on the owners of
the land for employing a
company with such low
morals.”
Becky contacted Smart
Parking’s press office last
week. She said: “I asked
them how I could have
proved that I’d paid if I had

not been able to find the
receipt, and whether there is
a known technical problem
at this Smart Parking
location and if so, will they
consider waiving parking
charges.”
Becky also sent the
paperwork to Somerdale
Pavilion’s general manager
Patrick Shanahan. He
contacted Smart Parking as
he too could not understand
why she had received a
parking charge notice. Last
Thursday Becky received an
email from Smart Parking,
saying her parking charge
notice
was
cancelled
“almost immediately after
being
issued
and
a
cancellation letter has been
sent to the registered keeper
today, clarifying this”.
However Smart Parking did
not answer the points she
raised and despite repeating
them, she has yet to receive
a response.
Mr Shanahan said that
Aquaterra does not get a
percentage of the parking
charge notices and gives
hundreds of exemptions to
members and to people
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car park ‘fines’
attending events if they key
in their numbers on the iPad
at reception when they
arrive.
He said cases like Becky’s
and Terry Barton’s are rare
and acknowledged that
people sometimes make
mistakes when keying in
their registration numbers.
He says that in such cases,
he alerts Smart Parking and
asks them to look again at
the case. He also said there
would be a review of the 10minute drop-off time to see
if that could be extended.
“We do not want to make it
difficult for people to come
here,” he stressed.
If you have received a
parking charge notice at
Somerdale and feel you
have a valid reason to
appeal, you should follow
the
formal
appeal
instructions on the parking
notice and also send Mr
Shanahan the details of
what happened and when.
His email address is
Patrick.shanahan@aquaterr
a.org

Join the BUST team
for Bristol 10K

Breast cancer charity ‘BUST’ (Breast Cancer Unit Support
Trust) is looking for runners to join its team in the Bristol 10K
on Sunday 13th May. The race is its biggest annual
fundraising initiative, and the charity is seeking participants
who are willing to run or walk the historic Bristol harbourside
route to raise money for BUST. Those running in the charity’s
team will enjoy a reduced entrance fee of £27.
Jenny Wookey, chairwoman of BUST, says: “Every year
almost 55,000 women and around 400 men in the UK are
diagnosed with breast cancer. The advances in treatment over
the past decade have been tremendous. However, we still
need to do more. Every penny of the money that BUST raises
goes towards new medical equipment to aid breast cancer
diagnosis and treatment at the Bristol Breast Care Centre and
improves the odds of survival for those with this dreadful
disease in Bristol and beyond.”
Anyone interested should contact Jenny Wookey on 0117
9566522 or at bust@bustbristol.co.uk

POETS’ CORNER

Years

My years came up before me
From their cavern under the hill
What have you done with us? They said
Why are we in this place of dread?
For we are like the living dead
In our cavern under the hill

We’d also like to hear from
you – email us at

admin@theweekin.co.uk or
call us on 0117 9860381.

Sudoku

1-Easy
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2 -Hard

I saw children spring up like flowers
And youth in its month of May
Mature men strong yet mellow
The old just drifting away –
To the cavern under the hill
Then one, he asked God for a candle
For those who are yearning still.
Dave Britton

SUNDAY
CHEMISTS
Sunday 25th February
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell
Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail
Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road,
BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road,
BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
Tesco, Callington Road, Brislington
(10am to 4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road,
Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St
Philips Causeway (11am-5pm)
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LETTERS
Taxing matter

Dear Sir
It would appear from reading your
publication that several areas are
currently under siege from anti-social
behaviour. Has society suddenly gone
to the dogs or is there a simpler
explanation?
Both nationally and locally we have
been hearing for years now about cuts
to police budgets and the number of
frontline officers being lost as a result.
There was a public meeting in
Keynsham last year where the area
superintendent laid bare the problems
she faced in simply providing police
cover with the dwindling resources
available to her.
We can argue all we like about whose
fault it is or which political party was to
blame for this apparent lack of money
which is causing to have to ‘live within
our means’. The simple fact remains
that if you reduce the level of law
enforcement or crime prevention, then
crime will rise.
Either we shrug our shoulders and say
there is nothing that can be done, or we
accept the fact that we citizens will
have to put our hands in our pockets
and pay more tax in order to provide
the security we seek.
D James

Funding for
community groups

Dear Sir
If you are looking for funding for a
local community project based in South
Glos Council’s Hanham ward, we still
have a small amount of money for this
financial year and would invite groups
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to contact us as soon as possible.
We would also encourage groups to get
in touch with us to submit applications
for the next financial year beginning in
April.
Cllr June Bamford 01454 864054
Cllrs Heather & John Goddard
01454 864063

Children's mental
health in schools

Dear Editor
Children’s mental health has never
been so high profile and rightly so. At
school leaders’ union NAHT we’ve
long been aware that schools are on the
front line with children's mental health
because school is often where issues
first become apparent.
That’s why we were delighted to
support Children’s Mental Health
Week, which took place from 5th-11th
February. And we want to say thank
you to everyone who took part.
But there is still so much more to do.
The Government’s recently published
Green Paper on children’s mental
health recognised the “vital role” that
schools can play in identifying and
supporting young people experiencing
problems. However, school leaders are
not experts in diagnosing and treating
mental health issues, so it can be
difficult to know what kind of support
is needed. And the Green Paper did not
include any additional funding for the
majority of schools.
More specialist services are vital, as is
more training for teachers and support
staff.
One more change would make a world
of difference. PSHE (Personal, Social,

Health and Economic Education)
should be taught in regular timetabled
lessons in school to enable all children
to learn about mental health. Now that
would be life-changing.
Paul Whiteman
General Secretary of school leaders’
union NAHT

Letting off steam

Dear Sir
I totally agree with RW Heap (Issue
512) - all the litter discarded by
numpties really annoys me, as well the
dog mess which is another disgusting
thing to put up with.
I notice on occasions it’s not all dog
owners but elderly who just let their
animal dispose of it and just drag it on
as if nothing happened. Mentioned it to
one person and just got sworn at (says
it all).
On the ring road, it is noticeable that a
lot of the rubbish appears to be
builders’ rubbish blown off of their
pick-ups, flatbeds, etc.
On another matter, the 20mph zones in
Keynsham are a joke as Charlton Road
20 limits are mostly ignored - in fact
vehicles go faster now than when it was
30mph. Not helped by residents of the
new housing at the top of Charlton
Road.
I contacted the traffic police who stated
there does not seem to be a problem so
I invited them to observe from our
house as all that happens when the
camera teams are out is that drivers
flash the speeders to let them know that
the traffic police are up the road.
Surprise, surprise, I have not had a
reply to my offer.
R Earle, Keynsham

Keynsham’s ASB
shame

Dear Editor
What must the Wellsway principal
Matthew Woodville and his staff be
thinking this week? On the one hand
they should be feeling, quite rightly,
particularly proud of the majority of
their students. This follows the huge
success of the school's production A
Night at the Musicals – as reported in
this paper on page 22 of last week's
publication.
However, turn to the front pages of this
same publication and we see quite a
different picture being painted of their
school. The anti-social behaviour,
albeit of a small number of pupils, at
Wellsway very nearly causing the
permanent cancellation of its school
bus service.
Apparently on a number of occasions
the driver had received much verbal
abuse and the vehicles considerable
damage at the hands of these
youngsters.
Almost every week in The Week In
there are further reports of anti-social
behaviour taking place in Keynsham.
In fact things are getting so bad that
even a local TV station has been taking
an interest with at least two airings on
the subject.
Let us hope that the meeting organised
by the town council due to take place
tomorrow (22nd) can come up with
some real solutions.
I must say that I have my doubts, what
with the lack of a police presence in the
area due to real cuts in their numbers
and
also
the
fact
that
the parents of these vandals cannot
be taken to task for the criminal
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LETTERS
tendencies of their offspring. It is all in
all a very sad situation.
Tony Hunter
Hanham

Response from South
Glos Council

Last week we published a letter from
the Supers Seniors from Kingswood,
who were concerned as the grant they’d
been awarded by their local councillor
for room hire for a weekly keep fit class
was being withdrawn by South
Gloucestershire Council.
We said we’d seek a response and this
week a council spokesperson tells us:
"We would be pleased to be able to
support the Super Seniors to continue
with their weekly fitness class, and
would urge them to contact the grants
team in order that we can try to help.
Information on the Member Awarded
Funding scheme can be found on our
website at www.southglos.gov.uk/ maf"

Verging on the
ridiculous

Dear Editor
This is the grass verge outside my
house in Watsons Road, Longwell

Green. The council won’t allow any
residents to put stones to deter parking
although they all have except me - and
this is the consequence.
Richard Kendall

Anger over parking
fine

Dear Stephen
I’d like to warn your readers about the
perils of parking in the car park in the
Chocolate Quarter.
I recently visited the newly opened cafe
bar, paid my 60p parking fee, stayed for
52 minutes, ate my lunch and returned
to work. A week later I received a £60
fine from Smart Parking, who operate
reg recognition (by camera) in the car
park.
I appealed on the basis that I had
actually paid 60p, but accidentally put
the wrong registration in the machine
as we were in a hurry, it was raining,
etc. The appeal was refused, so I
appealed to POPLA, the next step up in
the appeal process, but again my appeal
was rejected, even though Smart
acknowledge that they took my 60p at
the time I said, for the registration that
I said I had accidentally paid it for.
They agree that I paid a 60p parking
fee, and yet won’t budge on the fine.
I have, incidentally, also read an article
about a lady who input an o instead of
an 0 and was also fined by SMART,
and also had her appeal rejected.
At no point have I been offered a refund
of my 60p.
I can’t understand how anyone could be
so desperate to make a £100 that they
are not prepared to allow for a simple
human error whilst admitting they’ve
taken my money. I am being fined for
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pressing the wrong buttons!!
As a point of principle, by not offering
a refund of my 60p, which they have
agreed that I paid, we have entered into
a contract for parking at that car park.
These are not the sort of companies we
want operating in Keynsham (or
anywhere else in Britain) and shame on
the owners of the land for employing a
company with such low morals.
Steve Pursey
Oldland Common

Surmising about
Somerdale

Dear Editor
Thank you for your article in Issue no
512 ‘The Somerdale scheme that was
never built’, which I read with a
mixture of shock, horror and disgust. It
made me wonder what really went on
here.
L Horlock, Keynsham

We don’t need two
sets of lights

Dear Stephen
The temporary traffic lights in the
Chandos Road/Keynsham Station area
have given an insight into likely traffic
flow when these arrangements become
a permanent fixture in the near future.
I travel along Avon Mill Lane most
days, heading towards Willsbridge and
back. To my great joy, I have noticed
that, surprisingly, traffic can get out of
Avon Mill Lane more quickly with
fewer delays. The reason for this is that
the traffic on the A4175 is broken up by
the lights.
This evidence suggests that the
proposal for another set of traffic lights

at the Avon Mill Lane/Keynsham Road
junction is now unnecessary and
counterproductive. I therefore urge
B&NES Highway to at least delay the
introduction of these extra set of lights,
allowing motorists the maximum
opportunity to gain entry to the A4175,
saving around £50,000.
Andy Wait

Write to us
The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest.
We aim to produce a balanced and
accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our
readers.
Normally, we will publish letters in
full but reserve the right to shorten
or clarify the contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep
letters under 300 words and supply
your full name and address for
reasons of authentication. Only the
name and district where you live
will be reproduced. Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances.

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later
than 9.00am on the Monday of
each week.
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk
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LETTERS
Do speak up about
one-way trial
Dear Sir
The letter from A McCarthy published
on 7th February brought some
interesting insights to the debate about
the Keynsham High Street one-way
trial. I am pleased to see that
residents’ views are being sought
about this issue and would encourage
everyone to participate in the surveys,
either in person or online.
For those with time to spare, a 55page report can be viewed on the
B&NES website about the before and
after situation. The overall conclusion
is that air quality has improved,
despite increases in traffic queuing;
and, much to my surprise, journey
times have hardly changed.
Of note there is no data presented
about air quality on Bath Hill, despite
there being a monitor position
(DT107) partway down the hill from
the Wellsway roundabout, and air
quality data has not been collected in
Avon Mill Lane. From my experience,

vehicle traffic has increased when
travelling from the east of Keynsham
along the Bath Road, at times
stretching up the Wellsway and
beyond the junction with Chandag
Road, and there is an increase in Avon
Mill Lane. Perhaps some of the traffic
pollution has been moved from the
High Street area and is now found
elsewhere.
The trial is aimed at improving the
retail experience in the High Street,
yet footfall has not increased and
comments from traders suggest no
benefit - in fact the reverse. The issue
going forward is to decide if the oneway system should be made
permanent and following on, should
the High Street then become totally
car-free. I can see no benefit in doing
either. If the High Street is to exist or
grow, then more people need to get
there easily. The absence of extensive
public transport, due to private
ownership, forces visitors to drive,
causing traffic and pollution
somewhere en route.
Walking or cycling is only an option

Crossword

Bath Hill

for those living close by and fit
enough to do so. Therefore, why not
divert resources to improving the car
parking and provide more free, shortterm parking. When factoring in the
planned growth in housing on the
town perimeter, why not accept that
the demand for parking can only
increase, as will traffic. The
opportunity to ease the flow on Bath
Hill was lost when the new Civic
Centre was constructed. Making the
one-way system permanent is not an
option unless there can be some
expensive changes to the junctions of

Marshfield
ACROSS

DOWN

1. Jutted out (9)

1. Podded vegetable (3)

6. Weep (3)

2. Atmospheric gas (5)

8. Loving (7)

3. Chess piece (4)

9. Ruck (5)

4. Feeling of despair (6)

10. Hotpot (4)
11. Cushion (3)
13. In addition (4)
14. Canoe (5)
16. Demeanour (6)
18. Thin paper (6)
19. Avarice (5)
21. Peak (4)
22. Affirmative (3)

5. Bureau (4)
6. Excess (7)
7. Thunderbolt (9)
10. Present briefly (9)
11. Deflect (5)
12. Stead (anag.) (5)
14. Small barrel (3)
15. Young goat (3)

23. Egg-shaped (4)

17. Necessary (7)

27. Deduce (5)

20. Spookily (6)

28. Come into (7)

24. Italian composer (5)

30. Long, thin fish (3)

25. Grasp (4)

31. Doctor (9)

26. South-east Asian (4)
29. Can (3)
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Bath Hill, Temple Street, Rock Road,
Ashton Way and Charlton Road.
The changes need to include a review
of the location of existing pedestrian
crossings and/or how the traffic light
system is controlled as currently this
only aggravates the problem.
However, I wonder if the council will
be brave enough to suggest this or
even consider reverting to the old
system, so I fear we will be left with
what we have, if you don’t agree with
it, then please say so.
Brian Withyman
Keynsham

Celebration
concert
Marshfield Band are
having a concert this
Saturday
(24th
February) at Marshfield
Community Centre.
Tickets are £5 on the
door and there will be a
bar and raffle.
The
concert
will
celebrate 2nd trombone
player Derrick Ruddell
reaching 70 years with
the band. Derrick is now
95 and comes to band
rehearsals every week.
Any former members
who would like to come
on the night to celebrate
with
Derrick
are
particularly welcome.
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Longwell Green

Play area to get upgrade after
vandalism
Following extensive vandalism
and
graffiti,
including fires being set on
the play train on the
Shellards Road Play Area,
funding has been found to
replace it with something
that offers even better
opportunities for play –
and which deters antisocial behaviour.
Views are being sought on
new play equipment to
replace the train which
could include a cone
climber and a new slide, as
well as converting a cradle
swing to a flat one for older
children. As part of the
facelift for the play area, the

broken fence will also be
mended. Local councillors
Toby Savage and Christine
Price secured funding to
replace the badly damaged
train and are working with
South
Gloucestershire
Council officers and the
police to tackle the antisocial behaviour which has
blighted the area in recent
months.
The councillors said: “It’s
disappointing that a small
minority have damaged a
piece of play equipment
used by some of the
youngest members of our
community.
“We have secured funding
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Toby & Christine

to replace it and are
exploring with the police
and others how we can
improve the security of the

site. If you have any ideas
for further improvements to
any of our local play areas,
then please get in touch.”

Deadline for comments is
this Friday (23rd February)
– send them to Play
Areas@southglos.gov.uk
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New chapter for Saltford Library
A forward-thinking community group looks set to
become the first in Bath
and North East Somerset
to take over the running of
a library combined with a
Post Office.
Plans to hand the running of
Saltford Library to the
community are currently
being finalised as part of a
Bath and North East
Somerset Council’s Modern
Libraries programme.
The intention is for the
building to be leased to
Saltford
Community
Association and start a new
chapter as a community-run
library. Cabinet Member
Cllr Karen Warrington is
being asked to give officers
the authority to finalise the
move.
If all goes to plan it will be

the very first library to be
taken
over
by
the
community and Saltford
Community Association
will also be saving the local
Post Office.
John Davies, the chair of
Saltford
Community
Association (SCA) said:
“Since November last year
we have been working
closely with Bath & North
East Somerset Council
Library Services to find a
way for Saltford to retain
both a local library and a
local Post Office, the latter
closing
just
before
Christmas.
These are
extremely important local
community assets, valued
both by local residents and,
in the case of the Post
Office, by local businesses
as well.

“The community association could not see a way of
keeping the library open on
its own. However, in
conjunction with operating
a Post Office from within
the same premises we
strongly believe that, with
community support, both
can be viable. We are
therefore delighted that
B&NES is prepared to grant
a lease on the current library
building to a not-for-profit
subsidiary of the SCA
charity.
“We already have an almost
complete management team
in place for this subsidiary
and are pressing ahead with
our application to reopen a
Post Office in the library
building. We have also been
overwhelmed with the
response
from
local

Saltford Library

residents volunteering to
help in some way, and this
will in fact see the library
open for considerably more
hours than has been possible
for many years. We are also
grateful to Post Offices Ltd
and to Saltford Parish
Council for their strong

Whitchurch

Curry night raises more than £2,500
A curry night held at St Bernadette’s
Roman Catholic Church earlier this
month was a sell-out and raised more
than £2,500 for the building’s
restoration project.
The food was all donated and an
auction was held for items donated by
parishioners.

The Grade II listed church on the
Wells Road is celebrating its Golden
Jubilee in 2018 and a packed calendar
of events is lined up throughout the
year. The next fundraiser is a spring
fayre and grand draw with a St
Patrick’s theme on Saturday 17th
March.

The church needs major repairs and
will be applying to the Heritage
Lottery Fund for a grant towards the
£1.5m refurbishment.
The church already has around
£450,000 which has been raised in
recent years and through donations
and legacies.

support in making this
happen, we hope by the end
of April 2018.”
A report before Cllr
Warrington, the Cabinet
Member for transformation
and customer services, says
the proposal put forward by
Saltford
Community
Association includes both
library services and the
provision of Post Office
services in the building.
Bath & North East Somerset
Council is providing a
£5,000 one-off investment
as part of the transfer to
support the community
association. If approved, the
transfer will save the
authority £38,500 annually.

Free
concert

The Avon & Somerset
Constabulary Male Voice
Choir are performing at
the Holy Trinity Church
in
Kingswood
this
Saturday (24th February).
The event is free, as are
refreshments during the
interval.
A
retiring
collection will be taken in
aid of church funds.
The church has a large
free car park.
14
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Keynsham

Call to include allotments in
housing plans
Lib Dems in Keynsham
want to see the provision
of allotments included in
future planning permissions for the expected
housing developments in
the town, starting with the
scheme to the east of
Chandag Road which
already
has
outline
approval.
Hal MacFie and Andy Wait
said: “There are no
allotments
provided
currently in the Keynsham
East ward. Local councils
are required to audit
allotment provision as part
of
Planning
Policy
Guidance 17. The 1969

Thorpe Report recommends
that minimum provision
should be 15 allotments per
1,000 households. The
National
Society
of
Allotments and Leisure
Gardens
(NSALG)
recommends
that
the
irreducible
minimum
provision today should be
20 standard (300sq yd) plots
per 1,000 households. To
provide none at all is clearly
not acceptable.
“With 2,500 households in
Keynsham East, we are
going to propose to B&NES
Council that within the
development of land east of
the Chandag Estate that has

outline planning approval,
there should be provision
for 50 standard allotments
for current residents of
Keynsham East.
“We understand there will
be one more round of
planning assessment for the
development and will
request that the planning
committee
take
this
submission into account, as
it will provide a welcome
extension
of
leisure
gardening for the current
residents and may partly
compensate for the loss of
footpaths
and
rural
environment that will come
with this development.”

Andy Wait and Hal MacFie

If you are a resident of
Keynsham East and would
like to run an allotment, the

Lib Dems would like to hear
from
you.
Contact
hal@halmacfie.com

ADVERTISING FEATURE

Viewers set for TV retune
There will be changes to the
channels that the Mendip
Transmitter broadcasts next
Tuesday (27th February)
which means that we’ll need
to retune our TVs.
The engineering works are
freeing up some of the TV
and radio spectrum so that it
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can be reused for mobile
phone coverage by 2020 in
what is called the 700MHz
Clearance. This is a rolling
change
being
done
throughout the country.
Freeview viewers and those
with other services that use
Freeview channels, such as

Freeview Play, may need to
retune. You may end up
with a few channels no
longer appearing, or your
entire
guide
being
unavailable for a short time.
Daniel Grace, owner and
senior engineer at aerial and
satellite specialist company
The Aerial Man, says the
work is planned to take one
day but could take longer
and you may need to retune
more than once.
A friend or family member
may be able to help if you’re
having problems, but the
team from The Aerial Man
are also on-hand to help and
you can call for a free quote
on 01179 679 028.
Daniel says homes with the
older Group C and D
aerials, such as the one

pictured, will more than
likely need to upgrade them
in the very near future.
The Aerial Man offers a
wide range of services,
including new digital TV
aerial installations, TV
aerial repairs, FM aerial
installations, Freeview Play
and Freesat, and can help if
you’re looking to have extra
TV points installed around
your home.

The business, which prides
itself on great service and
competitive prices, is based
on the corner of Two Mile
Hill
Road
and
the
Kingsway, with free parking
outside.
They also stock LG TVs,
Humax recorders, DVD and
Blu-ray players including
4K & UHD technology in
their
new
dedicated
showroom.
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GOLDEN YEARS
Saltford

Love is in the air
at residential home
With five married couples living at Kingfisher Lodge, the
management decided to celebrate Valentine’s Day in
style with a special lunch for them and the husbands or
wives of some other residents.
They all enjoyed a three-course meal prepared by chef
Karen Brickell which included heart-shaped meringues
for dessert.
Activities coordinator Vicky Hunt said: “it was
wonderful to see our residents and their husband or wife
enjoying a lovely meal together and it was great to hear
all the interesting stories about how they all met.”

Free learning and
adventure weekend
South Gloucestershire
and Stroud College has
launched a new, free
course for the over 50s.
Designed for the young at
heart, Discover offers
participants an exciting
day trip to various
locations across the UK as
well as a course in English
to help people brush up on
their skills and obtain a
qualification
in
recognition of their new
talents. Taking place over
a weekend, participants
will attend one of the
college's campuses in
either Stoke Gifford
(WISE Campus) or Stroud
on the Saturday, where
friendly and supportive
staff will guide them
through
a
short
qualification, and rediscover life as a student.

The Sunday is where the
real fun begins, as the
group is driven by coach to
one of the exciting days
out around the region.
Discover is free to all
those who attend. This
includes the day trip (plus
transport) and the English
course. SGS recommends
booking as soon as
possible as spaces are
limited and filling up fast.
There is also free parking
at both campuses and free
refreshments and lunch
provided on the Saturday.
Learners are required to
bring a packed lunch on
the Sunday.
SGS
College’s Discover programme has been designed
by the team behind the
award-winning Refresh 2
Impress course, a free,
three-day programme for
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the over 50s and retired
that won National Project
of the Year at the 2017
Festival of Learning.
Discover courses run from
February until July, with
the first course this
weekend (February 24-25)
with a trip to Cardiff
Castle and Welsh museum
St Fagan’s. Next month
there’s a trip to Longleat in
Wiltshire, and to the
Ashmolean Museum in
Oxford in April. May’s trip
is to Exeter Food & Drink
Festival, and in June the
destination is Stratfordupon-Avon and Warwick,
while July’s trip will be to
the Watersports Centre in
Bristol.
Find out more by calling
0117 9092327 or visit
http://www.sgscol.ac.uk/di
scover
17
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GOLDEN YEARS

Abbeyfield offers
stress-free retirement
“Many people still aren’t
aware of all the options for
accommodation as they
get older, and it can be
confusing”, says Joleigh
Hayward, manager of Kift
Lodge, Abbeyfield’s house
in Hanham.
“Some people still believe
the choice is to either buy a
retirement flat or wait to go
into a care home. Not
everyone wants, or can
afford, to buy, and sadly,
many leave it too late to
make a decision. We believe
we provide a wonderful
alternative: it’s the next best
thing to living in your own
home.”
Part of the worldwide
Abbeyfield
Society
organisation, Abbeyfield
Bristol & Keynsham has
five lovely houses around
the Bristol area, including
the newly refurbished one in
Westbourne
Avenue,
Keynsham, offering flats for
rent to older people.

Walking Netball
launches in
Kingswood
Walking Football sessions started in Kingswood this
week.
Walking Netball is a slowed-down version of the game,
designed for anyone looking to exercise in a relaxed
supportive and friendly environment. It is suitable for all
ages and abilities. Every session includes a gentle
warm-up.

Kift House

Hanham’s Kift Lodge,
overlooking
Hanham
Common, was built in 2014
after the land was gifted in
the will of the late Mr Kift.
The
house
can
accommodate 20 residents
in either studio or onebedroom flats, and it is
Abbeyfield’s second largest
house in Bristol.
The affordable fees at Kift
Lodge are inclusive of
utility bills, including
council tax, and delicious
home-cooked meals so

Joleigh Hayward
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residents don’t have to
worry about shopping,
cooking or admin. There’s
also a 24-hour team member
on hand seven days a week,
which residents, and their
families, find reassuring. A
handyman pops over if you
need a picture hanging on
the wall, or an adaption to
your flat. There’s a calendar
of social events, daily coffee
mornings and regular trips
to local places.
Joleigh worked at the house
for a year before being
promoted to manager. “I
love working with the team
here and we all love being
such a pivotal role in
people’s lives. So many
residents tell us how they
really start to “live again”
after coming to Kift
Lodge”, she says.
“Not only do they enjoy
themselves without the
worries of running a house,
but they make new friends
and get to know a whole
new community.”
If
you’d
like
more
information call 0117 973
6997 or visit www.abbey
field-bristol.co.uk

The rules are essentially the same as the traditional
game, but by reducing the speed and taking out jumping,
the game becomes much more accessible to those who
are less active, injured or have previously been unable to
take part due to ongoing illness.
The sessions are held at the Made Forever Youth Centre
in Fisher Road on Mondays from 6.30-7.30pm. The cost
is £2.50 a session or free with SportsPound vouchers.
Register your interest at sportspound@southglos.
gov.uk or call 01454 865821.
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Mangotsfield/Downend

New Neighbourhood
Watch scheme
To combat increases in crime, including
burglaries and car break-ins in parts of
Mangotsfield and Downend, a new
Neighbourhood Watch is being set up.
Local resident Clive Heath, who is well
known in the area for his ministerial and
pastoral activities, a well as fundraising for
numerous charities, has volunteered to set
up the new organisation.
Initially the scheme will cover Burley
Grove, Long Road, Rodway Road, Valley
Road and Almond Way, and could be
expanded if it proves successful.
In the past weeks working together with his
local councillor Michael Bell, he has been
leafletting homes in the area asking as many
residents as possible to contact him to
express their wish to become a member.

The Rotary Club of Wrington Vale, in collaboration with
Mendip Outdoor Pursuits and Thatchers Cider, is promoting
the Big Frisbee Golf Challenge over the weekend of 21st
and 22nd April in aid of mental health charities working
with children, teenagers and young adults, and other
charities supported by Rotary.
Disc golf is just like traditional golf, the difference is it’s
played by throwing a flying disc into a metal target in the
fewest throws.
The club is building Europe's Biggest Ever Frisbee Golf
Course – a unique 54 basket course on the Mendip Hills
above Churchill. The event starts on Saturday 21st April
with a sponsored family fun day suitable for all ages and
abilities.

Michael, left, & Clive

If you wish to become involved contact Mr
Heath on 0117 9497016 or 0750 716 8700.
Alternatively
email
him
at
cliveeheath@hotmail.co.uk

Saltford Wombles’ spring clean
The Saltford Wombles are organising the
first of their monthly spring clean events this
Sunday (25th February) from 2.30pm to
4.30pm and volunteers are invited to meet in
the Bird in Hand car park.
If you have litter pickers and gloves, please

The Big Frisbee
Golf Challenge

bring them but they will be provided if not.
Bags are also being provided by the council.
For more information about Saltford
Wombles, email Julie Sampson at:
juliebsampson@gmail.com or call 0780 767
1267.

Participants can choose from family-friendly 9-hole courses
or tackle 18 holes, 36 holes or go for the big one - the 54
basket challenge. No experience is necessary - disc golf is
easy and great fun to play. The first 1,000 people to sign up
will get a free limited edition Disc Golf frisbee worth nearly
£10 as a little thank you and a memento of the day.
The fun continues on Sunday 22nd April. The day includes
events which are reserved for experienced disc golf players
The Big Frisbee Golf Challenge's national headline charity
is YoungMinds - the UK’s leading charity championing the
wellbeing and mental health of young people. The event's
local headline charity is In Charley's Memory, based in
Burnham-on-Sea, and was founded in memory of Charley
Marks, who took his own life in September 2014.
For more details, visit the BFG Event website at
https://www.bfgevent.co.uk/

SITUATIONS VACANT
Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The

Week In is an effective
and low
cost option.
Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings
is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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South Glos

Green Party slams council’s Plans submitted
climate change strategy
for four homes
The Green Party is calling
on South Gloucestershire
Council to amend its draft
Climate Change Strategy
and commit to more
ambitious pledges on
reducing
carbon
emissions.
The draft strategy was
published last December
and is currently open for
comment by residents and
other stakeholders.
Whilst
neighbouring
councils like Bristol make
substantial commitments,
pledging to run entirely on
clean energy by 2050, and
the EU nations including the
UK committing to a target
of 27% renewable energy
generation
by
2030,
according to the Green

Bridgeyate

Party, South Gloucestershire
Council is revising some of
its targets down, aiming for
just 10% renewable energy
generation by 2036.
Greens’ spokesperson Jenny
Vernon said: “This is a poor
and unambitious strategy,
sticking almost entirely to
the very lowest of targets
enforced
by
national
government and even
revising some down.
“There are a few statements
that
recognise
the
opportunity for South Glos
to be a leader in reducing
carbon emissions and
developing the low carbon
economy, but apart from
promise to ‘draw up plans’,
there is not a single pledge
in the document that
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commits the council to
invest in or fund any
initiatives
that
would
deliver measurable results.
“The draft openly admits
that
the
Conservative
Government’s trashing of
the renewables sector is
responsible for South Glos
failing to meet targets it set
in 2013 for 2020. I’m
disappointed that it fails to
recognise the potential we
have in the West of England
to develop a rich base of
renewables.”
The draft Climate Change
Strategy is available on the
council’s
website
(www.southglos.gov.uk)
under Consultations. The
deadline for response is
12th March.

Plans to build four homes on land south of The
Hollybush pub have been submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council.
The land has been used for open-air storage of
construction materials, associated equipment including
skips, and for the storage of vehicles and trailers.
A drive in and drive out access arrangement from Bath
Road is being proposed.
People have until the end of today (Wednesday) to
comment on the outline planning application. The
planning reference number is PK18/0257/O.
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South Glos

Sort It Centre registration
problems flagged up
Many people from neighbouring
authorities still appear to be using the
Sort It Centre at Mangotsfield,
despite a vehicle registration scheme
introduced in 2016 to stop
unauthorised tippers.
Every tonne of waste tipped by
unauthorised users, such as nonresidents or commercial traders, costs
the council around £100 to process.
Unauthorised use can also create delays
for registered users.
The council’s website says that any
unregistered vehicles will be turned
away from its Sort It Centres at
Mangotsfield, Yate, Stoke Gifford and
Thornbury.
At this month’s meeting of the Rural
North East South Gloucestershire
Community
Engagement
Forum,
problems with vehicle registration were
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highlighted. Some people said that when
they go there, according to the display
screen, there can be several unregistered
vehicles disposing of waste. However, it
may not just be people from outside the
authority using it, as one resident said
that she has had to register three times
because when she has gone along, she
has been told she has not signed up to it.
Siston ward councillor Ian Adams told
the meeting that the system was meant
to be linked up with the DVLA (Driver
& Vehicle Licensing Agency) but that
had not been possible.
This week a South Glos Council
spokesperson told us: "All four of our
Sort It recycling centres have ANPR
(Automatic Number Plate Recognition)
cameras installed which are linked to a
database we hold of registered users of
the sites. The cameras check the number

plates of vehicles against our database
of registered users and notify site staff if
a vehicle is not registered. The cameras
are not linked to the DVLA. The
registration system was installed to
prevent non-residents and trade waste
coming through our sites.
"We have carried out extensive
monitoring of the system and found that
the majority of incidents where staff are
notified by the ANPR are a result of
unregistered users entering the site. We
also found that a very small number of
cases were due to the cameras
‘misreading’ a number plate. In these
cases, the site staff check the screen
information against the car entering the
site and can confirm with the driver
whether they are a registered user.
"If a registered user changes their
vehicle, they need to register the new car

and re-register any remaining vehicle
they intend to use at the sites.
"If anyone is experiencing problems
with the system, they should re-register
their vehicles which normally resolves
any problems, or alternatively contact
the council by calling 01454 868000,
emailing streetcare@southglos.gov.uk
or visiting www.southglos.gov.uk/
sortit ”
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Bitton

Jazz night at
the church
A jazz night is taking
place in St Mary’s
Church in Bitton this
Saturday (24th).

Several rows of pews
have been removed to
open up a new space in
the
church
for
community
events,
and the Jazz à l’église
event will be one of
the first to take place.
Local
band
The
Jazzbeanz will be
playing their favourite
jazz and blues music. There will be a licensed bar, and
bread and cheese will be available.
The night is being billed as a relaxed café-style event.
Doors open at 7.30pm. Admission is £2 and everyone is
welcome.

South Glos

Number of
empty homes in
district revealed

With 4,682 families waiting on South Gloucestershire
Council’s housing list, Kings Chase Labour councillor
Martin Farmer last week quizzed Erica Williams, the
council’s Cabinet Member for housing delivery and
public health, on how many homes are currently
unoccupied in the district.
She said there were 418 long-term empty properties at
the last count in October 2017, based on the latest
council tax return official figure reported by all local
authorities. This represents around 0.4% of the total
housing stock in the district.
Recent Government figures suggest that there are over
600,000 empty homes at any one time in the UK.
As we reported in Issue 499, the council’s Scrutiny
Commission has ordered a review to explore whether the
council could set up a company to help alleviate the
district’s housing crisis, looking at land already owned
by the council, as well as purchasing and developing land
to build houses for both sale and rent.
The Week in • Wednesday 21st February 2018

Bristol

Where to spend a penny
after council pulls the
flush on public loos
Now that the city council
has ended funding for 18
public toilets across the
city, and they have closed,
it’s good to know where
the alternatives are.
The council has launched a
Community Toilet Scheme.
With the co-operation of a
range of local businesses
and organisations, this will
allow members of the public
to access toilet facilities
across the city.
The council says similar
schemes
are
already
successful
in
other
authorities, and there is an
aspiration for the new
scheme to increase the
number of public toilets in
Bristol. The aim is to make
sure that at least 70% of
provision
would
be
wheelchair accessible.
The Community Toilet
Scheme list includes the
loos
at
Greenbank
Cemetery;
Fishponds
Library and customer
service point in Robinson
House, Hockeys Lane;
Oldbury Court Estate; Asda
at
Whitchurch
and
Brislington Park & Ride.
A full list of loos in the
scheme can be found at
https://www.bristol.gov.uk/
en_US/streets-travel/publictoilets
Deputy Mayor and St
George West councillor
Asher Craig thanked the
organisations which have
already signed up to the
scheme. She said: “Our plan
is to double the amount of
publicly available toilet
sites and ensure that they are
spread across the city, but

we cannot do this without
the support of the business
community.”
The council is working with
Bristol Ageing Better to
produce a paper-based map,
so that people can plan their
trips with toilet access in

mind. An online version is
also planned.
The council is also working
closely with Crohn’s &
Colitis UK to raise
awareness across the city of
the needs of people living
with those conditions.
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South Glos

New mental
health website
launches for
children and
young people

Plans to make danger
junction safer
People are being asked to
have their say on plans to
improve junction safety at
the top of Tog Hill,
including a speed limit
reduction on the A420.
South
Gloucestershire
Council,
which
has
launched the consultation,
says there is a “continuing
trend” of injuries resulting
from collisions on the A420.
Of particular concern are
the junctions with Freezing
Hill Lane and Gorse Lane,
with numerous incidents
involving
right-turn
manoeuvres and the high
proportion of traffic trying
to cross the A420 at the
uncontrolled
staggered
crossroads.

Requests
have
been
received from residents and
parish councils for reduced
speed
limits,
road
maintenance and road
marking alterations.
The council’s plans include
lengthening the current
hatched area on the
climbing lane, a speed limit
reduction to 50mph on the
A420 and drawing attention
to the Culleysgate Lane
junction with bollards.
The deadline for comments
is 6th March.
To take part search under
Consultations
on
the
council’s website and
complete the questionnaire.
If you don’t have internet
access, call 01454 864539.

The council acknowledges
that
there
are
also
investigations under way by
the new West of England
Combined
Authority
(WECA) that may lead to
significant changes to traffic
pattern at the junction of
Freezing Hill Lane and
the A420 Tog Hill in the
future.
As we reported in Issue 498,
funding was allocated last
autumn for studies into
several transport projects in
the region, including this
junction which forms the
core access to Lansdown
Park & Ride site serving
Bath city centre from the
A46 corridor, linking to
Junction 18 of the M4.

Whitchurch

Learn about hospital’s
secret history
Whitchurch Local History Society’s talk this
Friday (23rd) will be by Alan Freke, whose
subject will be The Secret History of
Frenchay Hospital.
This will be of interest to anyone who
worked there or was a patient at some time.
You may also have some stories which Alan
will be pleased to hear. The talk will be at
the United Reformed Church on Bristol
24

Road in Whitchurch Village, starting at
7.30pm. Visitors are welcome.
Full details of the talks programme are
available from the secretary Geoff Gardiner
or can be found on the website
www.whitchurchparishcouncil.co.uk. New
members are always welcome. For more
information contact Mr Gardiner on 01275
830869 or email geoff@thegardiners.org.uk

A new mental health website for children and young
people has been launched in South Gloucestershire.
The new website - www.mindyou.org.uk - features
separate sections tailored for children, young people,
parents and carers and professionals.
It was funded by the South Gloucestershire Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG) and developed by Public
Health South Gloucestershire, with wide-ranging input
from children and young people in the area.
Erica Williams, Cabinet Member responsible for Public
Health, said: “Mental health is both a local and national
priority and whilst a great deal of good work has been
carried out in South Gloucestershire over recent years,
we know there is still lots to do. This excellent new
website has been created with the involvement of local
children and young people and will provide a valuable
resource to help improve knowledge and awareness of
mental health.”
Dr Kate Mansfield, from South Glos CCG, said: “We
know that children and young people who are struggling
to cope or have mental health problems have the best
health outcomes when they receive help at the earliest
point possible. This means that it is vitally important that
children and young people know what to do when they
need support and what steps they can take in order to get
help.
“This new website is a great resource which helps to
make children and young people aware of some
important practical steps they can take to help improve
wellbeing. It also has guidance on where to go if they are
struggling to cope or need more support.
“The dedicated information for parents, carers and
professionals is also really important to help ensure that
we know what resources are available when a child or
young person is brave enough to ask for our help.”

Kingswood

Café plan approved
Plans to turn the vacant former Humbugs sweet shop at
60-62 Regent Street into a café/restaurant and to install
an extraction system have been approved by South
Gloucestershire Council planners.
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South Glos

Council launches
12-week consultation
on its new Local Plan
South Gloucestershire Council has begun a 12-week
consultation as it develops a new Local Plan.
This is a key planning document in shaping how and where
development can take place. It provides a guide and
framework for residents and developers alike, against which
the suitability of planning applications are judged.
It will sit under the West of England Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP), which has been developed by the four West of
England Authorities and which will guide strategic growth
across the wider region.
The consultation runs until 30th April. Full details and
supporting documents are available online at
www.southglos.gov.uk/newlocalplanfeb2018
A hard copy of the Local Plan consultation document is
available at council One Stop Shops and libraries for
reference. The council is also holding drop-in sessions,
where you will be able to talk to the council, learn more and
comment. They include one at Hanham Community Centre
on Thursday 8th March from 5.30pm to 7.30pm, and on
Monday 19 March at The Park Centre in Kingswood from
5.30pm to 7.30pm.
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Vintage lorry funerals
Our article in last week’s issue about the
funeral of Alan Hilleard created a lot of
interest.
The Keynsham man’s final journey to
Haycombe Crematorium on the back of a
1950 Leyland Beaver flatbed lorry turned
heads and stopped traffic but this was an
everyday occurrence for the driver, David
Hall. He runs his business, Vintage Lorry
Funerals, from Bradford-on-Avon and was
contacted by Co-op Funeralcare in
Keynsham once they had learned of Mr

Hilleard’s career in road haulage.
In his words, Mr Hall “brings a bit of colour
to a dark day” and Vintage Lorry Funerals
have provided a similar service for families
from all walks of life and across the country.
Indeed, Keynsham was something of a local
job and the 68-year -old lorry has travelled
throughout England and Wales to provide
the last journey for a growing number of
people since 2002 – and all with a top speed
of 30mph. For more information visit
www.vintagelorryfunerals.co.uk
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Bristol

Active Roadworks campaign launches
A new campaign has been
launched to help ease the
frustrations caused by
roadworks across the city.
The Active Roadworks
scheme is designed to give
people more up-to-date
information
about
the
progress of maintenance
work to roads, footpaths and
utility apparatus in Bristol,
where there are around
40,000 roadworks each year.
Bristol City Council and five
utility companies are working
together under a revised code
of conduct for streetworks
and roadworks to reduce the
duration of these works as
much as possible. The code
was first introduced in 2013
and the council and utilities
regularly review and improve
their joint working.
As part of the new campaign,
signage at roadworks will
also be improved with clearer
information about what is
happening under the Active
Roadworks banner.
The council and utility
companies, which include

Bristol Water, Wessex Water,
Wales & West Utilities,
Western Power Distribution
and Virgin Media, will
continue to jointly plan road
improvements and essential
utility maintenance to ensure
they work in sequence,
alongside new ways to inform
the
public
and
local
businesses of upcoming
works through improved
signage and social media
updates.
Marvin Rees, Mayor of
Bristol, said: “Bristol is
benefiting from significant
investment in its landscape
and associated infrastructure.
Unfortunately it is inevitable
we will have roadworks to
make these changes, even
though in the long run they
will have a positive impact on
our communities.
“In the meantime, this new
campaign is all about
working alongside our city
partners
and
utility
companies to minimise
disruption and frustration as
much as we can. As well as

Keynsham

Care home
rated as Good

improving our working
relationships
and
collaboration to ensure works
run smoothly and quickly, we
want to provide information
about what’s happening on
street and via social media.
We want to make it easier to
find more information about
closures or roadworks so you
know why you are diverted
from your usual journeys.”
The new agreement signed by
the council and utilities,
called the Streetworks Code
of Conduct, is designed to
ease congestion and reduce
the impact of essential
roadworks and maintenance.
The campaign also features
new information boards at
roadwork sites in Bristol to
explain what is happening,
even when no one is present
on site.
Cllr Mhairi Threlfall, Bristol
City Council’s Cabinet
Member for Transport and
Connectivity, said: “With a
large and busy transport
network
like
Bristol’s,
essential roadworks need to
happen if we want to continue
to receive clean water, safe
sanitation and power to our

Cllr Mhairi Threlfall joins representatives from utility
companies at a Bristol Water roadworks site in Whitchurch
to launch the Active Roadworks campaign

homes, as well as other
improvements to accommodate our growth. But it’s
crucial we minimise the
disruption of these roadworks
as much as possible. We are
confident this new campaign
will help us manage them in a
more efficient manner and the
public can help by making us
aware of any problems they
see through the new Twitter
hashtag, #ActiveRoadworks.”
Simon Bennett, wholesale
services manager at Bristol
Water, added: “Bristol Water
fully support the Mayor and
the Bristol Code of Conduct
and have been actively
working with all parties to
improve communications and

minimise the unfortunate
disruption caused by our
essential works.”
Personalised travel updates,
including info on planned
roadworks that could affect
journeys can be found at
https://travelwest.info/subscri
be Road users can also keep
up to date with current
roadworks by checking
www.roadworks.org
Residents and regular visitors
to the city are invited to
report any problems they see
with roadworks by tweeting
#ActiveRoadworks
to
@BristolCouncil on Twitter.
Regular travel updates will
continue to be posted by
@TravelWestEng

Residential care home Dimensions in The Avenue has
been rated as Good overall by the Care Quality
Commission following a recent inspection.
The home provides accommodation and personal care for
up to nine people who have a learning disability or who
are on the autistic spectrum.
The service was rated as Good in all areas – for being
safe, effective, caring, responsive and well-led.
People living at the home told the inspector that the staff
were kind and caring towards them. Despite there having
been significant staff changes, the team had built good
working relationships with the people they supported.
The home is run by Dimensions, one of the country’s
largest not-for-profits, supporting people with learning
disabilities, autism, challenging behaviour and complex
needs.
The Week in • Wednesday 21st February 2018
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Farmborough

Farmers’ market in aid Bristol’s 20mph
review to start
of community shop
A pop-up farmers’ market is taking place
at Farmborough Village Hall this Sunday
(25th February) from 11am-2pm which
will also launch the final stage of
fundraising for the community shop due
to open in May.
The new building which will house the shop
is now in place behind the Memorial Hall
and work is continuing on the interior and
utilities connections. More than £135,000
has been raised so far for the project through
grants, donations and local residents
purchasing membership shares in the shop.
Sunday’s market will also coincide with the
launch of a new share or membership offer
which is hoped will raise the final amount of
the fundraising target.
More than 20 local producers will be selling
their fare at the market, which will give

this spring
A review of 20mph speed
limits in Bristol is set to
be carried out this spring
to
look
at
the
effectiveness of the lower
limits in each area.

customers a taste of what will eventually be
on sale in the shop. There will also be a café
and prize raffles to aid the fundraising.
If you want to know more about the
Farmborough Community Shop project call
01761
470690
or
email
info@farmboroughshop.co.uk

Fishponds

Good Ofsted for Stepping Stones
Stepping Stones nursery in Hawkesbury
Road has been rated as Good by the
education watchdog Ofsted.
The inspector’s report says that
effectiveness
of
leadership
and
management; quality of teaching, learning
and assessment; personal development,
behaviour and welfare; and outcomes for
pupils are all good.

Children are said to behave well and are
happy, outgoing and confident, and
managers are committed to the ongoing
development of the nursery, where there are
67 children on the roll.
Managers and staff ensure that resources
support learning across the curriculum for
all children and staff regularly invite parents
to discuss children’s progress.

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy

28

The review will involve
consulting with local
residents and councillors
to look at how well
20mph is working in
each area and assess
whether there is anything
that can be done better.
A new report, carried out
by the University of the
West of England (UWE) for Bristol City Council to
assess the impact of 20mph so far, was released last week
and will be used as a contribution for the review process.
UWE’s Bristol Twenty Miles Per Hour Limit Evaluation
(BRITE) study found that, on average, speeds on more
than 100 surveyed roads have reduced since the 20mph
speed limits were implemented, with average speeds of
between 19mph and 26mph on 20mph roads shown in
the report.
On 30mph streets, average speeds on the roads surveyed
were below 30mph in every area.
The lower speeds were also found during night and
summer times, when there is typically less traffic to slow
motorists.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard

The Week in • Wednesday 21st February 2018

Service Directory
Advertising

Blinds

Aerials

Carpet Fitters

Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

Fencing

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Electrical

Garden Services

Building Services

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

Architectural
Services

Foot Care

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Service Directory
Garden Services

Guttering

Host
Families

Hair & Beauty
Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Pet Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

Plastering

Pet Services

Home
Maintenance
Logs

Plumbers

Oven Cleaning

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
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Service Directory
Plumbers

Plumbers

TVs

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert

Venue Hire

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Skip Hire
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
Windows & Doors

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Storage
An advert
like this costs

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
The Week in • Wednesday 21st February 2018

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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