
Saltford Post Office is due
to close this weekend, with
no alternative premises
lined up.  And with the
service at the New

Cheltenham branch in
Kingswood suspended since
August, for undisclosed
reasons, Post Office Ltd
says it is working hard to

restore services to the two
communities as quickly as
possible.
Last month Post Office Ltd
had been consulting the

community on the proposed
relocation from Saltford
Flowers on Bath Road to the
McColl’s store 200 metres
away. The move would have

seen improved facilities and
longer opening hours. But
the consultation was
abruptly halted when the
proposed new operator
decided not to progress their
application.
When we asked, McColl’s
did not give a reason for
their decision, while Post
Office Ltd said the branch
would continue to operate
from its current site for the
time being.
This week a Post Office
spokesperson told us:
“Original plans to relocate
Saltford Post Office could
not proceed as the proposed
new operator decided not to
progress their application.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
“The postmaster has now
resigned and unfortunately
the branch is due to close at
the current location on 23rd
December. 
“At New Cheltenham Road
Post Office, we had to
suspend service, a decision
that is never taken lightly.
We take very seriously any
decision to temporarily
close a branch, and will only
do so when it is warranted.                                                                                                          
“We understand how
important Post Office
services are to people and
we are working hard to
restore services for these
communities as quickly as
possible. These vacancies
are being advertised on our
website -
https://runapostoffice.co.uk.
“Any retailer or small
business owner interested in
running the Post Office and
incorporating it into their
business should ring 0845

266 8790 and talk to an
adviser or email
NTquestions@postoffice.co
.uk.”
The nearest alternative Post
Office branches to Saltford
are in Corston Lane,
Corston, and in Keynsham
on Chandag Road and the
High Street. 
The nearest alternative

branches to the New
Cheltenham Road branch
are Kingswood Post Office
within WHSmith in the
Kings Chase Shopping
Centre, the branch in Staple
Hill High Street, Warmley
Post Office in Tower Road
North, and Mayfield Park
Post Office on Lodge
Causeway.
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A new cafe/bar and flats are planned for the old Lloyds
bank building on the corner of Church Road and
Blackswarth Road.
The plans are from IKON Construction in conjunction
with the owner of the building. They include internal
alterations and associated change of use to the ground
floor to accommodate a café/bar to be run by the team
responsible for The Christmas Steps and The Spotted
Cow pubs in Bristol.
The redevelopment includes an extension to provide
residential accommodation in the form of six one-
bedroom apartments.
A planning application is due to be submitted to Bristol
City Council at the beginning of 2018.

St George/Redfield

New café/bar and
apartments proposed
for old bank

Question mark hanging over
future of two Post Offices

New Cheltenham Road branch



The agent acting on behalf
of the trustees of Hanham
Community Centre has
confirmed he was following
their instructions when he
asked for their cricket
ground site to be removed
from South Gloucestershire
Council’s list of protected
green spaces.
In a letter printed in this
publication last week, the
trustees strongly denied that
they had objected.to the site
being included as a Local

Green Space as part of South
Gloucestershire Council’s
Policies, Sites & Places Plan,
as MP Chris Skidmore and
local councillors claimed in
Issue 502, but admitted they
had held three exploratory
meetings with developers and
were “keeping as many
options open as possible”.
A “vision” has been drawn up
by planning consultants
Colliers International as part
of the ‘calls for sites’ in the
Joint Spatial Plan process. It
involves sports facilities
relocating from the
community centre-owned site
in Abbots Road to land some
600m away in the Green Belt
on part of the Hanham Hills.
The vision would see homes
built on the sports ground, as

well as on the Green Belt site.
Agent Tom Stanley from
Colliers International
confirmed in an email to us
this week that he had asked
for the cricket ground site to
be removed from the list of
proposed designated green
spaces: “I acted under joint
instruction from two
landowners involved in the
project. The instructing
landowners are the owners of
both parcels of the land
affected by the project.”
And Colin Hunt, South Glos
Council’s Cabinet Member
for Planning, told us this
week: “We took the view that
where a nominated space was
subject to a development
promotion or a landowner
(or  their  representative)  had 
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Hanham

Calls for trustees to clarify



objected to the potential
designation of a Local Green
Space, on the basis that space
could be developed, it would
not be taken forward through
the Policies, Sites & Places
Development Plan Document
process. In this case the
council received a
development promotion from
Colliers International and this
is why this site was not
progressed. 
“At the subsequent
examination in public, the
inspector agreed with the
council’s approach not to take
any spaces that were being
promoted for development
forward at this time, but
further agreed with the
council that the forthcoming
Local Plan would provide an
opportunity to review all such
cases. 

“Therefore it is intended that
the merits of the case for
Local Green Space
designation of this site
(Hanham cricket ground),
and other such challenged
sites, will be reviewed as part
of the council’s new Local
Plan, which will commence
consultation in early 2018.”
In a statement this week the
three councillors who
represent Hanham on South
Glos Council – Heather and
John Goddard and June
Bamford – said: “It makes
absolute sense that you can’t
put forward the same piece of
land for development into
housing and designation as a
Local Green Space at the
same time – how could it be
both? What we would all
really appreciate from the
trustees of Hanham

Community Centre now
would just be some clarity
about their intentions for the
old cricket ground – there are
arguments for and against
development and designation,
but how can we possibly even
begin to have that public
conversation as a community
until they tell us what they are
planning to do?” 
And Mr Skidmore said:
“Given that it has been
proved beyond doubt that a
direct request was made to
remove the cricket ground
from the list of designated
green spaces contained within
the council’s Policies, Sites &
Places Plan, this objection
from Colliers, which has been
made on behalf of the
landowners, raises questions
about the trustees’ previous
statement which clearly

specified that an objection of
this kind had not been made.
Therefore it would be helpful
if the trustees could clarify
their position on this matter
as soon as possible.
“I will be asking the council
whether, given the
overwhelming public support
for the cricket ground to

remain a green space and the
trustees’ commitment that
they had not made an
objection to its removal from
the plan, this decision can be
looked at again so that future
generations can continue to
enjoy a space which was
bought for the people of
Hanham many decades ago.” 
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Hanham cricket ground
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Police are appealing for
help after a teenager was
robbed of cash in
Memorial Park.
Officers are keen to identify
the young man in this
CCTV still from a nearby
petrol station.
The robbery happened
between 5.30pm and
6.45pm on Saturday 21st
October. A 17-year-old boy
was engaged in
conversation with another
young man who then
claimed to have a knife and
demanded cash, which was
handed over. No weapon
was seen.
The suspect is described as
being of mixed race, about
6ft 3in and of athletic build,
with a moustache.
The victim believed him to
be aged around 17, but said

he looked older. He was
wearing a green jacket,
black Nike fleece jogging
bottoms and trainers.
Anyone with any
information which could
help police inquiries is
asked to get in touch online,
through the website
www.avonandsomerset.poli

ce.uk/contact, or by calling
101, quoting reference
5217240894.
Alternatively ring
Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111. They never ask your
name or trace your call. You
could even qualify for a
reward and still remain
anonymous.

Two Bristol man have been
charged after three
burglaries in Longwell
Green and Speedwell last
week.
Michael Junior Lawrence,
18, of Sunny Bank,
Speedwell, is charged with
burglary at a house in the
area on the night of Monday
11th December in which a
white Mercedes car was
stolen with the keys.
He is also accused of
burgling a house in
Palmdale Close, Longwell
Green, on Wednesday 13th
December, in which two
laptops, a mobile phone,
rucksack and purse were
stolen, and the burglary of a
house in Stanhope Road,

Longwell Green, on the
same date, in which jackets,
handbags, wallets, keys, an
iPad and cash were among
the items stolen.
He also faces charges of
aggravated vehicle taking,
dangerous driving and
driving with no insurance.
Daniel King, 20, of Hillside
Road, St George, is jointly
charged with the same three
burglaries and is also
charged with aggravated
vehicle taking. A stolen
Mercedes car was recovered
after being found crashed
and abandoned by patrolling
officers at about 4am on
Wednesday 13th December
in Acacia Avenue, Staple
Hill.

Temporary Neighbourhood
Inspector Steve Davey said:
“Neighbourhood PC Wayne
Hick and I recently attended
a community meeting to
discuss residents’ concerns
about burglary. We
answered people’s questions
and offered crime
prevention advice. 
“At the meeting I said we
were carrying out patrols of
burglary hotspots and
gathering intelligence in
order to target suspects. The
volunteer Police Cadets
have also been patrolling
the area knocking on doors
to raise awareness of the
issue. I hope the community
is reassured by the action
we’re taking.” 

Pair charged after
three burglaries

Police appeal after robbery
in Keynsham park
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First Bristol unveils
January service timetable
Bus operator First Bristol has announced
some “minor changes” to bus services which
come into effect on 7th January. 
More than 60 services will either see a
quicker journey timetable or no change, but
the new timetable will also see the
withdrawal of the Sunday and public
holiday timetable for the Brislington Park &
Ride due to lack of demand, although there
are no changes to the route, frequency and
hours of operation of the Park & Ride
Monday to Saturday. 
First says that the Park & Ride has operated
on Sundays and public holidays for over a
year, and during this time, the service
carried a mere six passengers on average so
is not commercially viable to continue.
However, it will continue to operate special
timetables for certain special events in
Bristol on Sundays and public holidays.
First Bristol commercial director Rob
Pymm said: “The changes we are

announcing are very good news for the vast
majority of our customers in Bristol. 
“In most cases the changes reflect quicker
journeys, partly due to better traffic flow
resulting from the improved road
infrastructure, but also because more
customers are using our mTicket
smartphone app instead of cash, which is
speeding up the boarding process.”
For full details of timetable changes visit
https://www.firstgroup.com/bristol-bath-
and-west

Cadbury Heath  

Two men charged
after armed robbery
at supermarket
Two men have been charged following their arrest 90
minutes after an armed robbery at the Co-op in School
Road on Saturday.
Michael Shuker, 34, and Jason Lamb, 39, both from the local
area, have been charged with robbery and possession of an
imitation firearm. They were appearing at Bristol
Magistrates’ Court on Monday.
The robbery happened just after 7.20am. Police are keen to
speak to anyone who saw anything suspic-ious in School
Road or in the nearby area on Saturday morning, or to
anyone who has found clothing or other items nearby that
could be connected to the robbery. 
Some items they believe are of significance were found in
bins around the Cadbury Heath area.
Anyone with any information which could help is asked to
get in touch at www.avonandsomerset. police.uk/contact or
by calling 101, quoting reference 5217286781.
Alternatively, ring Crime-stoppers on 0800 555 111. 
They never ask your name or trace your call. You could even
qualify for a reward and still remain anonymous.
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A demolition team moved
onto the site of McDonald’s
proposed Drive-Thru
restaurant on Fishponds
Road last week to the anger
of local people.
When the Planning Inspec-
torate granted permission on
appeal for the restaurant, it set
out a number of conditions,
which included ensuring
issues, such as contamination,
are appropriately mitigated
before works start on site.
Bristol City Council recently
refused an application to
demolish old buildings at the
site on the basis there wasn’t
adequate information to
ensure the demolition was
properly and safely managed
by the developer, taking into
account impacts on transport,
the environment and the local
area. 
However, a wire fence has
gone up around the site,
which was formerly the
Bristol Tile Company, and a
sign attached says
‘DEMOLITION IN
PROGRESS KEEP OUT’.
The No McDonald’s in
Fishponds campaign called it

“disgraceful behaviour” and
said the developers were
ignoring the local planning
process and residents’
concerns.
A city council spokesperson
told The Week In:
“McDonald’s planning agent
has advised the council’s
planning enforcement team
that only internal works to the
building are being carried out
and it is not being
demolished. 
“In granting permission to
develop a new McDonald’s
restaurant in this location, the
Planning Inspectorate set out
a number of conditions as
part of the appeal decision,
which included ensuring
issues, such as contamination,
are appropriately mitigated
before works start on site.
The requirements of these
conditions need to be fulfilled
before work (including
demolition) can start on site.
However, the developer can
carry out internal works
without the need for
permission from the council. 
“There is a separate ‘prior
approval’ process in respect

of the demolition of
buildings, which means local
planning authorities like
Bristol City Council can only
consider the acceptability of
the method of demolition and
the proposed restoration. This
process does not involve
considering whether the
development as a whole
should proceed or not, but it
is in place to ensure a safe
demolition and restoration is
conducted.” 
McDonald’s had to appeal to
get permission for the
controversial restaurant after
the council rejected their
proposals in 2015 for a 165-
seater, two-storey restaurant
open 24 hours a day on road
safety grounds. Hundreds of
local people had also voiced
concerns about air quality,
litter, noise and odour, and the
health impact as several
schools are close by.
But the planning inspector
said the proposed
improvements to the layout of
Fishponds Road at the
proposed access to the site,
together with the use of only
one entrance to the site would

ensure, with appropriate
conditions, that the additional
traffic forecast to result
from the development would
not have any significant
adverse impact on highway
safety.
He acknowledged there had
been significant local
opposition to the proposal but
noted there had also been
expressions of support for the
proposal. 

He said there was nothing
conclusive to show that the
proposal would result in any
significant increase in obesity
in Fishponds, even though it
has been recognised as an
area of multiple deprivation.
And he dismissed air quality
impacts as “negligible”,
while saying a plan to include
for the management of litter
would prevent any significant
litter problems. 

Fishponds

Demolition team move on
to McDonald’s site

Warmley Court care home has received an overall rating of Good from the Care Quality
Commission following a recent inspection.
The home in Deanery Road specialises in helping 10 adults with an acquired brain injury.
The inspector found that people were cared for and supported by staff who understood their
needs, knew them well and treated them with dignity and respect.
The report says staff actively promote residents to make their own day-to-day choices and
decisions and relatives and health and social care professionals felt the service kept residents
safe.
The home is run by Tracscare, a specialist provider of support to people with autism, mental
health needs, learning disabilities and acquired brain injuries.

Warmley

Good rating for
specialist care home

Credit: No McDonald’s in Fishponds



I recognise my
responsibilities   
Dear Editor  
May I respond to Mr Loke’s letter in
Issue 504. 
I shall not play party politics re the
state of policing/austerity etc, I do not
enjoy that type of representation much.
Regarding the time of austerity, which
I personally find very testing and
affecting many, I trust that Mr Loke
has written to his MP raising his
concerns, rather than just writing to the
paper. 
I do not much care whose government
it is (and I thought it was ours, rather
than mine, as we collectively elected it
at the last election) I shall express my
concerns and views on behalf of the
people that I am elected to represent
and indeed others more widely. 
If Mr Loke has not written, then let me
reassure him that I have; on September
2nd in responding to a complainant, I
decried the level of policing and copied
in the Chief Constable, the PCC and
our MP so that they clearly understood
my concerns. 
On October 5th, again responding to
another correspondent re lack of
policing, I again copied in our MP so
again he knew my views. On
November 14th I wrote directly to
Jacob Rees-Mogg setting out my
serious concerns re the lack of policing
in the area. On November 22nd, in
responding to another correspondent, I
again copied in our MP to the email
expressing my concerns regarding the
levels of crime and disorder in
Keynsham. 

Then on November 23rd I wrote to
Philip Hammond, the Chancellor,
raising my concerns about the lack of
social housing, the terrible situation
surrounding the Universal Credit roll-
out and the appalling lack of policing
due to the austerity situation. 
So whilst I might not stand in the High
Street shouting from a soap box Mr
Loke, be assured that I recognise my
responsibilities to my constituents and
fellow town’s people and deliver those
responsibilities to the best of my
ability. 
Mr Loke may or may not have attended
the recent Keynsham Area Forum but
if he did, then he would have heard me
encouraging the assembled gathering
to write to Mr Rees-Mogg setting out
their feelings in print, re the anti-social
behaviour and increased crime levels
and the appalling lack of police. I hope
that many have written for the sake of
the community and for the working
safety of the few police officers we
have out there. 
Finally, I think it is a shame that Mr
Loke politicises the local foodbank,
which I have the privilege of
coordinating, but as I am sure my team
will witness, I in no way use my
council position or that of the foodbank
in any way politically. In fact it was a
few months back that on behalf of the
foodbank I declined a request for Mr
Rees-Mogg to visit it as I did not wish
it to be in anyway used politically, even
if only perhaps a photo on his website. 
Alan Hale (Cllr) 
Keynsham South Ward. 
Chairman of Keynsham Area
Forum

Political dvide   
Dear Stephen   
Following the letter from William
Loke, I re-read Alan Hales’ letter in
Issue 502 when he referred to his
concerns over possible anarchy in this
country and even locally.
For Mr Loke to dismiss it with “great
mirth” suggests that he is even more
bewildered than he claims Alan Hale to
be. Regretfully, in our splintered
political society, the actions of the
extreme right and left are quite
frightening as their so-called right to
protest invariably becomes violent and
shows no regard to those who do not
share their view. Oh, for a return to the
politics of the centre! 
Returning to Mr Loke’s letter, I was at
the recent well-attended meeting in
The Space where the concern of
vandalism by young people in
Keynsham was considered. This
meeting was convened and chaired by
Alan Hale, who urged people to
contact our Member of Parliament to
express concern over the reduction in
police numbers. This clearly indicated
that Alan Hale was quite happy to
criticise on this issue the party to which
he belongs. 
Attending this meeting was a police
inspector who told us that a
management restructuring in the Avon
& Somerset Constabulary had been
scrapped as it was not successful and –
you have guessed it – the original
system re introduced. Whilst I readily
accept that the argument for more cash
in areas of the public sector can always
be made, the quality of senior

management who spend this money
can be pretty woeful, as is readily seen
in the National Health Service. 
Mike Barrow , Keynsham 

In praise of Treetops   
Dear Editor   
With reference to your report on the
Treetops Care Home, the CQC has
given the carers’ rating as ‘good’. This
does not come close to reflecting the
excellent work that is being done by all
who have looked after my husband
since March of this year.
Their knowledge of the needs of a
dementia sufferer, their endless
patience and good humour in every
situation have made me realise how
fortunate Tom is to be in their care. 
Also, they have involved me and the
rest of the family; we have noticed a
marked improvement in his physical
health and a good rapport with the
staff. 
We are always made to feel welcome
and the offer of tea and coffee is most
pleasant.
Rose McHenry, Longwell Green

Could you help a
young person who
needs a home? 
Dear Editor  
I am emailing to introduce myself as
the Supported Lodgings Coordinator in
South Gloucestershire. I work for a
local charity called 1625 Independent
People (www.1625ip.co.uk) helping
young people leaving care and/or those
either homeless or at risk of
homelessness.
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We are looking for people with a spare
room who would like to support young
people aged 16+ leaving care or home
who aren’t quite ready to live on their
own. They may need help with
cooking, budgeting or getting to grips
with their new community and learning
general life skills. The scheme will
provide young people somewhere safe
and affordable accommodation to
ensure their wellbeing.
Following a successful assessment and
application process, we pay hosts up
£175 per week to cover rent and costs
and offer comprehensive training and
support throughout a person’s stay. 
We welcome people from all walks of
life, single people, families, working or
unemployed. 
We are trying to raise the profile and
reach the local people who may want
to do something amazing but didn’t
know this was possible.
We also offer support and advice and
drop-in sessions to young people who
are worried about their housing
situation.  
Christina Nicholls 
Supported Lodgings Coordinator
1625 Independent People
Tel: 0117 9695763
email:
christina.nicholls@1625ip.co.uk

‘Large majority of
cyclists are
inconsiderate’   
Dear Sir   
In response to Ian Adams’ letter in last
week’s edition of The Week In
regarding cyclists and pedestrians on

the Bristol to Bath Railway Path, a
few facts need pointing out. 
Firstly, cyclists kill or maim two
pedestrians every week. Secondly,
NHS statistics state that there is one
emergency admission to hospital
every day for a pedestrian who has
been in collision with a cyclist. 
Thirdly, over the past seven years, 25
pedestrians have been killed and 700
seriously injured. The figures are
increasing. This is totally
unacceptable. As regards the cycle
path, the Highway Code clearly states
that, cyclists must take care when
passing pedestrians, especially
children, older or disabled people.
Cyclists should SLOW DOWN and
allow them plenty of room when
passing. Always be prepared to slow
down and stop if necessary. 
This is clearly not happening, the onus
is on the cyclists, after all, they are on
a machine. I have walked this path,
Mr Adams clearly has not. Most
cyclists use it as a race track, use no
warning bell, and are abusive to
pedestrians if you speak to them. 
It is NOT a small minority of cyclists
who don't follow the Highway Code
and are inconsiderate, it is a large
majority. I myself consistently see
cyclists ignoring the Highway Code
and/or the law, by cycling through red
traffic signals, cycling on pavements
or the wrong way down one-way
streets, riding two abreast, not
wearing fluorescent clothing, having
no lights or reflectors on their cycles
and no reflective clothing when it's
dark. 
As cycles are now technologically

more advanced, can travel faster, and
with the introduction of battery power,
then it makes sense that cyclists
should be required by law, to take a
proficiency test and have insurance. 
Malcolm Bridges, Kingswood 

Call for new laws for
cyclists   
Dear Editor   
In answer to Ian Adams’ letter about
cyclists, I should like to say a few
words. If you drive a car or motor bike
then you have to take lessons and a
test, whereas you can go into a shop
and buy a cycle and go straight on the
road.
I think all cyclists should have a test
as well and they should also have the
following by law:
1. Be made to wear a helmet.
2.  Have lights fitted and used at night.
3.  Have insurance in case they cause
damage to another car or person. 
4. Not ride on a pavement.
5. Have a small number plate fitted so
as that the person could be contacted. 
I think all these things should be done
by the shop before the cycle is taken
away, and one last thing - read the
Highway Code and stick to it. 
Alan 

Seasonal message
from council leader   
Dear Editor   
As the leader of Bath & North East
Somerset Council, I would like to
wish all your readers and every
resident a very merry Christmas and

happy New Year. 
The past year has once again proven
to be an eventful 12 months, both
locally and nationally, and as with any
year has brought its own unique set of
challenges as well as new
opportunities.  Throughout the year, as
council leader, I have the privilege of
meeting countless people of all ages
and backgrounds from across our area
– ranging from local schoolchildren to
veterans of our armed forces – and I
would like to pay particular tribute to
the many residents who give up so
much of their time volunteering for
local causes and charities.
It gives me immense pride in our
community to witness the dedication
shown by so many of our residents,
and it is a reminder of just how much
we owe to those who give up their
time for others.  This is especially the
case at this time of year, when there
will be those who do not have family
of their own to spend Christmas with
and who rely upon the generosity of
others during this period.  I would also
like to take this opportunity to thank
all council staff for their hard work
over the past year, often during
difficult circumstances as we seek to
balance the council’s books.
So whilst 2018 will doubtless come
with its own challenges, I believe
there is much we can look forward to
with confidence and optimism as we
approach the New Year. 
Once again a happy Christmas and
peaceful New Year to all.
Cllr Tim Warren (Con),
Leader of Bath & North East
Somerset Council

LETTERS



As this week’s issue includes the festive period we thought you may have more time on your hands to enjoy some brain teasers and challenges
beyond our regular Sudoku and crossword puzzles.
We’ve added an extra Sudoku puzzle and even our ‘easy’ one is more difficult than usual. The crossword is larger than normal and for this
edition it is a general knowledge special. All the answers are who, what, why or where!
If the regular puzzles have got the grey cells working then move on to our special seasonal teasers . . .  All the answers are on page 28.

Coffee time . . .
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Crossword ACROSS
1. As much as could be bought for a

halfpenny (7)
5. Light-reflecting pigmentary layer of

the retina (7)
9. Preserved by drying or salting (5)
10. Meat is boiled to make this thin

broth (3,6)
11. Horse-breeding centre in Kentucky (9)
12. Seaside resort in Northumberland (5)
13. Vessel or tray holding lighted coals (7)
14. New town in the borough of Torfaen,

South Wales (7)
16. Renewed inner material (7)
19. Louis Armstrong's nickname (7)
21. Spiky plant also known as Adam's

Needle (5)
23. Be off and escape quickly (3,3,3)
24. Violation of another's rights or dues (9)
25. Scottish meat-plate or serving-dish (5)
26. Modern movement in the arts,

media or music (3,4)
27. 1970 hit by the Beatles (3,2,2)

DOWN
1. The Adventures of ----------- ----, Mark

Twain novel (11,4)
2. Medical word for fever (7)
3. Flag flown by British merchant

ships (3,6)
4. Member of the beat generation (7)
5. Ill-fated luxury liner (7)
6. ----- donna, someone temperamental

and hard to please (5)
7. James -------, US humorist and

illustrator whose books include The 
Secret Life of Walter Mitty (7)

8. French queen, wife of Louis XVI 
(5,10)

15. Law regulating government of the
army between 1689 and 1879 (6,3)

17. Tetanus, acute infectious disease (7)
18. Of metal, able to be drawn out into

fine strands (7)
19. Dame Edith -------, English poet,

1887-1964 (7)
20. Seriously hurt, perhaps by a loss

of money (4-3)
22. Town with Roman remains in

north-west Italy (5)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2-Medium 3-Hard



Wordsearch 
There are 8 words buried in the grid, all of which have
some connection with this publication.

Signword
A popular puzzle with clues within the shaded squares and
arrows indicating where the solutions should be entered.
This is essentially an easy puzzle with occasional words
of a more challenging nature.

Equaliser 
Insert the four maths symbols to complete the sum, with
every direction adding up to the same answer.
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Nonogram
Find words with four letters or more made up from the letters
in the grid, using the centre letter in every word. There are
over forty possibilities so see how many you can find.

Advert
Editor
Free
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Keynsham
News
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In the UK, we throw away
the equivalent of two
million turkeys, five
million Christmas pud-
dings, and a staggering 74
million mince pies,
according to the Love
Food Hate Waste
campaign run by the
Waste and Resources
Action Programme
(WRAP). This could all be
avoided with some helpful
Christmas tips. 
Here is some seasonal
advice from local chef,
author, and food education
expert Shane Jordan.

Make a rough guest list
This gives a rough guide on
how much food you will
realistically need to buy.

Be aware of your plate
Don’t fill your plate unless
you’re going to eat it. Finish
what you have before
adding more. 

Have a shopping list
This could be a piece of
paper or notes on your
mobile phone. 

Stick to your list
Don’t be tempted when
you're shopping and don’t
shop when you’re hungry.  

Look at the storage dates
Best Before dates refer to
quality, not safety. The food
typically begins to gradually
lose its flavour and texture
after that date.
Use By dates refers to
safety. Don't use any food or
drink after the end of the
Use By date on the label,
even if it appears to be fine.
Display Until or Sell By are
instructions for shop staff
only. 

Check your fridge
Check seals on your fridge
are working well and store
food between 1 and 5
degrees Celsius.  
Use your freezer
Freeze and preserve any
leftovers. 
Creative leftovers
Leftovers can be turned into
quick meals by using herbs,
spices, and creativity. Meats
such as roast turkey,
chicken, goose or gammon
can be turned into curries,
pies (using ready-made
pastry), stir-fries and pasta
bakes. Vegetables such as
Brussel sprouts, roast
potatoes, parsnips, swede,
and peas can be used in the
same way. Buying common
herbs like basil, chives, and
parsley can enhance the
flavour of your food. Also
spices such as curry powder,
cumin, turmeric, and pap-
rika can help to create new
dishes because of their
distinct taste and colour.
Recycle your waste
Scrape leftovers into your

mini kitchen caddy bin,
remembering to use either
newspaper or compostable
bin liners to line it with. 

Use your local community
Give leftovers to churches,
care homes and homeless
shelters, or to individual
homeless people on the
street. 

Use mobile apps
Use apps such as Olio to
give away your extra food.

Meanwhile Snow White &
the Seven Dwarfs joined
B&NES Council’s cam-
paign to encourage residents

to make full use of the wide
range of recycling collec-
tion services available and
reduce what goes into
rubbish bags over the
Christmas break.
Devon-Elise Johnson, who
stars as Snow White in the
pantomime was joined by
the Theatre Royal’s
‘Magnificent Seven’ - Jamie
Legg as Sneezer, Simeon
Dyer as Smiler, Glynn Jones
as Kip, Sarah Knowles as
Soppy, Mark Sealey as
Grouchy, Steve Cox as
Twitcher and Chris
Chapman as Pop.

Happy Waste-Free Christmas! 

New figures released by
South Gloucestershire
Council show the success of
the new weekly kerbside
recycling collections, which
began in June. 
An additional 1,279 tonnes of
recycling has been collected
which is a 14 per cent
increase, including an extra
600 tonnes of paper and
cardboard an extra 364 tonnes
of food waste and an extra
315 tonnes made up of
plastics, cans and textiles.
In addition to moving to
weekly recycling collections,
the council also introduced a
simpler sorting system so

residents can easily recycle
their waste. The combined
effect is that people don’t
have to store as much
recyclable material between
collections, the council saves
on the financial cost of
disposing of black bin waste
and everyone reaps the
environmental benefits. 
Waste that cannot be recycled
is disposed of either as energy
from waste or into landfill
and the council has to pay at
least £101 to dispose of every
tonne of black bin waste in
this way, so the extra 1,270
tonnes of recycling has
allowed the council to save

around £130,000 since
weekly collections began.
Cabinet Member for
Communities and Tourism,
Heather Goddard, said: “This
is fantastic news, I am so
pleased that the changes we
have made to make recycling
easier for residents are paying
off. Our communities deserve
a real pat on the back for their
efforts.
“The next step is to reduce
the size of people’s waste
bins, which will start to
happen in the New Year.
From January 15 we will be
exchanging the 240-litre
black bins for non-recyclable

waste with 140-litre bins, to
reduce recyclable waste
ending up in the black bins
and achieve our recycling
target of 50 per cent by 2020.
It is clear now that the
pressure on those bins will be
far less, thanks to residents’
recycling efforts.”
Residents are currently
having Christmas collection
calendars delivered, but can
check the dates for their area
on the council website at:
www.southglos.gov.uk/collec
tionday
Waste and recycling
collections will not take place
on Monday 25th, Tuesday

26th December or Monday
1st January. 
Sort It recycling centres will
be closed from 2pm on
Sunday 24th December. They
will be closed all day on
Monday 25th, Tuesday 26th
December and Monday 1st
January. 
Wrapping paper (without
glitter or plastic) can be
recycled alongside other
paper, greetings cards
(without glitter or plastic) and
cardboard. Real Christmas
trees can be recycled with the
garden waste service or can
be taken to a Sort It recycling
centre.

South Glos

Recycling rises by 14% with weekly collections

Shane Jordan



Cosmo Fry last week visited
the newly opened
development which now
stands on the site of his
grandfather’s chocolate
factory in Keynsham. 
Cecil Fry was chairman of
JS Fry & Sons and

identified the Somerdale
site as the perfect location
for his family’s chocolate
business due to the access to
road and rail networks,
rolling countryside and
open spaces. The factory
was built in the 1920s. 

After Fry’s reign, the site
was taken over by Cadbury
before being redeveloped by
the St Monica Trust to
create the £60m Chocolate
Quarter. 
Cosmo Fry took a tour of
the completed site last
Tuesday and visited the
foundation stone which
bears his family name, see
picture. 
The historical relationship
between the Wills family,
who founded the St Monica
Trust, and the Fry family
dates back to the 19th
century when the two
families worked together on
the campaign for the Royal
Charter that led to the
creation of Bristol
University in 1909. 
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St Peter’s Hospice has
temporarily relocated its
Inpatient Unit to St Monica
Trust’s new Charterhouse
nursing care home at The
Chocolate Quarter in
Keynsham. 
The unit is expected to be
based there for 12 months
while building work takes
place at the hospice in
Brentry to create better
facilities for both patients and
families.
Whilst the works are
happening, the St Peter’s
Hospice site at Charterhouse
will be fully staffed by the
hospice’s highly experienced
multi-disciplinary team to
ensure patients, and their

loved ones, continue to
receive the very best possible
care.
St Peter’s Hospice chief
executive Simon Caraffi
MBE said: “Relocating the
Inpatient Unit to
Charterhouse is allowing us
to fulfil a long-held ambition
to redevelop facilities and
build a 21st century hospice
for Bristol. St Monica Trust
have leased us the space to
help us rebuild and redesign
the Inpatient Unit whilst still
providing the highest quality
of care for the local
community.”
David Williams, chief
executive of St Monica Trust
said: “We are very glad to

welcome the Inpatient Unit
into the wonderful new
facilities that we have created
here at Charterhouse. It has
been a great opportunity to
join together with another
Bristol institution to help
them to continue to provide
an essential service for the
local community.”
As well as being home to a
93-bed care home, The
Chocolate Quarter has 136
retirement apartments, office
space, retail outlets, a spa,
gym, swimming pool, a
cinema, craft studios for
woodwork, pottery and art
and a new authentic pizzeria.
Community facilities are
open to the public.

The hospice’s new Inpatient
Unit at Brentry will contain
15 individual ensuite rooms,
providing patients and their
families with the privacy and
dignity they deserve during
their final days. 
Over the next 20 years the
redeveloped IPU is expected
to support 6,250 patients and
around 18,500 relatives and

friends.
The total cost of the project is
£6.53m, and the Room to
Care Appeal needs to secure
the final £1.53m during the
next 12 months. 
To make a donation visit
roomtocare.co.uk, call 01275
391400 or visit one of 51 St
Peter’s Hospice charity
shops.

St Peter’s Hospice joins St Monica
Trust in Keynsham

Keynsham

Cosmo Fry visits The
Chocolate Quarter
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The Advent calendar art
gallery that is being
created in the old phone
box in Doynton in the
run-up to Christmas has
generated a lot of
interest and visitors. 
The idea to turn the village’s disused box into a
community art gallery came from local artist Emma
Roch, who heard that the parish council was planning to
buy it for £1 under BT's Adopt a Kiosk scheme.
The Advent calendar is the first project and each of the
24 glass panes are being filled, day by day, with
artwork, including origami, felt trees, paper snowflakes,
stencils, and even a recipe for Sticky Toffee Christmas
Pudding.
See more pictures on Facebook - search for Doynton
Telephone Box Gallery.
Meanwhile there are plans for a colourful ‘yarn bomb’
of the box in January. People from the village and the
surrounding area are donating knitting and crochet of
any shape, size or colour. 
Contact Emma at emmalouise.roch@gmail.com to find
out more.

Countdown to
Christmas 

Following the success on the new Lyde Green estate of a
Pumpkin Trail map for Halloween, a group of residents have
put together a map of the homes in Lyde Green that are
decorated for Christmas.
As well as the Lyde Green Christmas Lights Trail there is an
Advent Window Trail running until 24th December! Each day
a new home reveals their decorated window.
Search Christmas in Lyde Green on Facebook for more
information or visit www.lydegreenonline.co.uk/Christmas

Lighting up Lyde Green

Staple Hill

Restoration of Page Park
clock tower completed

Bristol East Allotments
Association will launch their
2018 Seed Potato Sale at their
shop in Nicholas Lane, St
George, from 11am to 3pm on
New Year's Day.
The association will be
offering bacon rolls, veggie
soup, teas or coffees as well
as some helpful gardening
advice for those who would

like to take advantage of the
special opening. 
The sale could also be a good
opportunity to make a New
Year's resolution to grow your
own vegetables and find out
what it's like to have an
allotment.
More than 35 varieties of top
quality Scottish seed potatoes
will be on offer at the sale, all

sold by weight, so if you only
have a small growing space
and only need a few or want
to try an assortment of
different types, you can
choose exactly what you
require without having to buy
larger, pre-packed quantities.
For more information call
0117 9325852 or email
beaanews@gmail.com

Chair of South Glou-
cestershire Council Ian
Blair has officially marked
the completion of Page
Park’s clock tower, which
has undergone a major
restoration. 
Children from The Tynings
Primary School in Staple
Hill and members of the
Salvation Army were also at
the celebrations on
Saturday, singing carols at
the Friends of Page Park’s
concert event at the clock
tower. Funded by Suez
Environ-mental Trust, the
clock tower’s restoration
went on throughout summer
and autumn and has inclu-
ded structural repairs to the
support beams and roof. The
clock's mechanism has been
refurbished and the clock
face rejuvenated. 
The bells, which were
removed while the
restoration project took
place, were reinstalled
ahead of the carol concert.
Cllr Blair said: “It is a
pleasure to be here today to
celebrate the refurbished
clock tower in Page Park,
which is a central feature of

this much-loved community
space.
“This park is always full of
people of all ages enjoying a
good day out and I am sure
visitors will continue to
enjoy these improvements
for many years to come.”
The project has also been
funded by the Page family
and forms part of the wider
Heritage Lottery funded
regeneration of the park.
Page Park was given to the
people of Staple Hill by
local businessman Alder-
man Arthur William Page in
1910. The wider £2.2m
regeneration project inclu-

des a £1.6m Heritage
Lottery Fund Parks for
People Programme grant. 
The five-year project also
includes a new combined
café and community
building to act as a hub for
the park and local
community, improved sign-
age, repairs to railings,
footpaths and walls, a
refurbishment of the tennis
pavilion and an inclusive
programme of activities
including a new junior
parkrun and regular Walks
for Health.

St George

Grow your own in 2018
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Staple Hill Salvation Army
is on course to hit a new
record for the distribution
of food hampers and new
toys for families who are in
difficult circumstances
during this Christmas
period.
Working in partnership with
South Gloucestershire Social

Services and other agencies,
the Salvation Army says more
than 500 children will benefit
from the gift of food hampers
and toys this year.
Major Colin Hylton-Jones
who, with his wife Nicola, is
in charge of the Staple Hill
church, said that the public
support this year has been

overwhelming. 
“People have really got
behind the appeal and we
have received some fantastic
support from rugby clubs,
corporate organisations,
slimming clubs, other
churches, students on
university courses, and of
course members of the public
who quietly drop in to our
church laden with bags full of
new toys.
“The band has been carol
playing at various centres
including Tesco at Yate and
The Mall at Cribbs
Causeway, and the generosity
of the listeners has enabled us
to purchase a significant
amount of food which will
make a real difference to the

enjoyment of Christmas for
many families and older
people in need.”
The Salvation Army at Staple
Hill will be open on
Christmas Day and will be
entertaining around 65 people
who would otherwise be on
their own, to lunch and a
day’s entertainment. 

Major Hylton-Jones added: “I
would like to thank everyone
who has helped us this year.
Because of the kindness of
so many, it has been possible
for us to improve the
Christmas for hundreds of
people in need in South
Gloucestershire during this
festive season.”

Salvation Army helps a record
number this Christmas
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Hanham Mount is of major
historical and religious
importance as it was used
by preachers such as John
Wesley and George
Whitfield in the 18th
century.
But now the group of
volunteers who look after the
Mount – a designated
Methodist World Heritage
Site and a public open space -
are considering whether it’s
time to wind up the group.
John Goddard, chairman of
the Friends of Hanham
Mount Society (FHM), said
they formed in 1996 with the
aim of looking after and
improving the Mount, which
is visited by thousands of
people from around the world
and whose green illuminated
beacon is a well-known
landmark. The original
beacon was installed in the
Festival of Britain in the early
1950s. The group persuaded
South Gloucestershire Coun-

cil to upgrade the original
landscape scheme, giving
considerable input into the
design and raising grants. 
In recent years its role has
been as a watchdog,
encouraging the council to
carry out necessary main-
tenance work. And a couple
of years ago the Friends
objected to the inclusion of
part of the Mount on a list of
council-owned sites that
might be sold off to raise
much-needed cash. The
Mount was recently included
on the council’s list of
protected Local Green
Spaces.
Mr Goddard said: “There can
be little doubt that over the
last 21 years the influence of
FHM has been beneficial
causing the Mount to be
remodelled in 2000 in
accordance with the group’s
design proposals. 
“In the event that FHM
should cease as a group, there

would not be a pressure group
to ensure that South
Gloucestershire Council
maintains the fabric and
visual amenity of this
internationally important
heritage site and it is likely to
gradually degenerate.”
The group has been
consulting on three options –
to wind up due to ageing
membership and to see if the
site can be brought under the
administration of the
Methodist Church; to try to
re-energise the group by
finding new people interested
in becoming members and
raising the society’s profile,
or to review the situation next
August although this will still
require the replacement of Mr
Goddard, who is stepping
down, and the treasurer. 
Hanham parish councillors
discussed the consultation at
their last meeting and
expressed sadness that
membership of the Friends

was in decline. They said that
engaging the younger
generation and local
community in the history of
the Mount was not an easy
task and it was disappointing
that the Friends seemed to
have little support from the
Methodist Church circuit.

Councillors agreed they were
in favour of the option of
reviewing the situation next
summer by when it is hoped
the Friends will have been
able to engage more support
from the Methodist Church.
To find out more email
goddardjohn396@gmail.com

Hanham 

Question marks hang over the
future of historic site

Report on Keynsham’s wildlife
Ongoing delays on delivering new rehabilitation,
reablement and recovery services – the three Rs - on the
old Frenchay Hospital site and at Thornbury Hospital
have been met with concern.
South Gloucestershire Council leader Matthew Riddle
will write to the newly formed Bristol, North Somerset
and South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group (CCG) to express deep disappointment at their
revised procurement proposals.
The council will also write to the Government to
highlight the financial pressures faced by the NHS
locally in South Gloucestershire.
Frenchay Hospital closed in 2014 when the new £430m
superhospital at Southmead opened. The long-awaited
community hospital at Frenchay, which has led to bed
blocking at Southmead, should have been opened in
2014 but has been hit by a series of delays.

The 30th edition of the Keynsham Wildlife
Report has been produced. 
The 1987 version started with the sighting of
a Black Redstart at Somerdale and went on
to note several scarce species such as White-
fronted Geese, Ring Ouzel and Red-breasted
Merganser. It wasn’t all birds though, as
Rue-leaved Saxifrage and Marbled White
butterflies were found at Charlton Fields and
Glow-worms in Durley Lane. 
Of these species, only the Marbled White
appeared in 2016 (where its photo appears
on the front cover) but many other species
were found. The eight pages of the first
report has now increased to 40 and there is
far more information on some species
groups such as moths, dragonflies and other
types of insect.
If you are interested in Keynsham’s wildlife

and would like a copy of the report contact
John Aldridge by telephoning 0117 9863336
or emailing johnaldridge40@gmail.com 
It’s £1.50 and all proceeds go to Avon
Wildlife Trust.   

Another setback
for patients

Marbled White at Manor Road
Community Woodland 



A bid has been submitted to
the Government for extra
money to help improve
secondary education in
South Gloucestershire.
The application to the
Strategic School Improve-
ment Fund is for additional
resources for schools,
including Digitech at
Warmley and Hanham
Woods, which are both part of
the Cabot Learning
Federation. 

Ofsted recently placed
Hanham Woods in special
measures after saying it was
Inadequate and that Digitech
needed to improve. 
South Gloucestershire is one
of the lowest ranked local
authorities in the country for
secondary education and in
April the regional director of
Ofsted said it was his
“biggest concern”.
In a written question last
week, Labour councillor

April Begley asked the
council’s Cabinet Member for
School, Skills & Employment
Toby Savage what he and his
department felt about the two
latest Ofsted verdicts, which
followed another Inadequate
rating earlier this year for
Marlwood School.
She asked what the council
was doing to help curb this
trend and what specific
support the council was
seeking to provide.
Cllr Savage said: “I am very
disappointed – as I hope all
members would be - with any
school that isn’t performing
at the level we would expect
and want for our children and
young people. 
“The council is working with
the Regional Schools
Commissioner (RSC), who is

represented on the Local
School Standards Board to
address the issues across all
the Multi-Academy Trusts
(MATs). An Education Plan is
being developed to address
the outcomes at the end of
Key Stage 4 (KS4) and to
support all schools working
towards a good outcome
when inspected. This plan is
being agreed by the local
authority, the RSC, and all
MATs and schools. 
“A Strategic School
Improvement Fund bid has
been submitted to provide
additional resource for
secondary schools, including
Digitech and Hanham Wood;
the outcome will be
announced in January.” 
Meanwhile, as we have
previously reported, an in-

depth review into why
progress has not been made in
raising standards is under
way after being ordered by
the council’s Scrutiny
Commission.
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South Glos 

Bid for Government cash to help schools improve
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2017 both started and ended in
a significant way for us at The
Week In. 
January saw a change in the look
and format of the paper. The
newspaper is free and produced
solely on the strength of
advertising revenue but the
increasing popularity of The
Week In over recent years has
seen the number of copies we
print increase and thus, the costs
rising. 
It’s a constant balancing act to
produce a publication which is
both interesting to read and
financially viable, so in January
we looked at a new format which
effectively increased the overall
space available to us by 20%.
While changing the layout, we
also decided to freshen up the
appearance and said goodbye to
the yellow masthead which had
adorned the cover for the
previous six years. The change
of print techniques also
shortened the production
timetable, allowing us to bring
forward the publication day from
Thursday to Wednesday. The
Week In is now printed by
Trinity Mirror in London and is
delivered to us every Wednesday
on the same lorry that brings that

day’s Daily Mirror to the
newsagents.
By the end of the year, we also
had another reason to celebrate.
November 15th saw the
publication of Issue number 500.
We had an enjoyable evening
with friends, colleagues and
clients and editor Stephen
Rodgers also published a book
which chronicled many of the
more significant events of the
previous 500 weeks.
We had two elections in 2017.
One was anticipated and the
other, a bolt out of the blue.
Having spent much of the first

few weeks of the year denying
there would be a General
Election, in the spring Prime
Minister Theresa May called a
General Election. If that wasn’t

enough of a seismic shock, the
ensuing campaign and result
certainly was although locally,
we focused more on the other
election campaign – for the West
of England Combined Authority
Mayor. This was the contentious
caveat attached to the region’s
devolution deal agreed by the
Government the previous year

which saw Conservative candi-
date Tim Bowles prevail.
Roads, or lack of them, were
frequent lead stories in The
Week In during 2017. The year

began with news that urgent
bridge repairs were required at
the Bromley Heath Viaduct on
the ring road. With the MetroBus
preparatory work just coming to
the end, the prospect of another
12 months of disruption was
another bombshell for long-
suffering residents and
commuters. 

Looking back on 2017

Editor Stephen Rodgers celebrates our 500th issue

Metro Mayor Tim Bowles

© Trinity Mirror
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By the summer, extra funding
had been obtained to shorten the
timescale to just over six months
and when the work commenced,
delays were not as serious as
many had predicted.
Over in Keynsham, May saw the
introduction of the much
heralded one-way system. The
preceding months had seen much
debate about precisely how it
would operate before finally it
was decided to create a new bus
stop and layby on Ashton Way.
The days and weeks following
its introduction saw predicted
near-misses as drivers and sat-
navs adjusted to the new traffic
flow, and it was not long before
town centre traders began to
notice a steeper than normal drop
in their takings. Together with
congestion in surrounding roads
such as Avon Mill Lane, it soon
became clear that drivers were
avoiding the town centre
altogether.
The trial system can remain
‘temporary’ for up to 18 months
and the council has repeatedly
claimed it will consult with
residents before taking any final
decision. By the end of the year,
and eight months in, there has
been no further news on that. It
also emerged that the

modifications to Ashton Way
have been classed as
‘permanent’ while in November,
details were finally published
about the long-awaited
Somerdale entrance works which
by May of next year will add
further traffic light-controlled
junctions on another key
Keynsham artery.
Finally, there was, and still is, the
saga of the new motorway
junction on the M4. What started
in January as a feasibility study
into a new junction for the
Bristol & Bath Science Park and
Lyde Green housing
development quickly turned into

a row about new housing and
building on the Green Belt
around Pucklechurch. Instead of
producing traffic modelling on
how Junction 18a would affect
movements on the surrounding
motorway junctions and the ring
road, suddenly we were being
asked to consider an alternative
motorway junction close to
Pucklechurch with two options
for new access roads. Needless
to say, local MPs Chris Skidmore
and Luke Hall were not happy
and we will have to wait until
March of next year for the next
chapter in that particular story.
2017 was a year just like almost
every other one in The Week In
for another story – building
houses and the Green Belt. In
October, the four councils of the
West of England published their
final draft of the economic
blueprint for the next 20 years.
Basically, we need another
105,000 homes to be built by
2036 and space has only been
identified thus far by the
councils for two-thirds of them.
In the search for where to build
the remaining 44,000, Keynsham
looks set for another 1,000,

Whitchurch could have 2,500,
and the Brislington Park & Ride
site could become a 750-home
development. 
While these figures bear a
striking resemblance to the ill-
fated Regional Spatial Strategy
which was scrapped in 2010, this
regional plan does come with a
raft of expensive and ambitious
infrastructure improvements
including new roads and light
rail schemes. As consultation
and more detailed examination
of each and all of these schemes
advances over the coming
months, it is worth highlighting
for the record one statement
which is used frequently in the
West of England Joint Spatial
Plan. “No building will take
place until … (the relevant road
or rail scheme has been
completed” is a phrase which
appears regularly alongside the
various housing schemes
proposed in the document, and as
houses are cheaper and easier to
build than roads of tram systems,
our 2018 New Year’s resolution
will be to ensure those
statements are not airbrushed out
of the final plan.

Town

Keynsham High Street

Demonstrations at Pucklechurch
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Whitchurch Village 

Seal of approval for
Neighbourhood Plan
Whitchurch Village’s Neighbourhood Plan has been
approved by B&NES Council’s Cabinet. 
Ward councillor Paul May proposed approval following
overwhelming support - 96.5% - from the village at the
formal referendum held last month. 
Neighbourhood Plans were introduced under the
Localism Act 2011 and give communities more control
over the type of, location, size, pace and design of
development in their areas.
Cllr May said the community’s near-unanimous view
that they want the village to remain a village, that the
green buffer between the village and the city be retained
and the value of keeping the Green Belt is a clear
message to planners that the village’s opinions are
relevant and consistent.
As part of the Joint Spatial Plan for the West of England,
which is currently out for consultation, there are plans to
remove 300 acres of the Green Belt around Whitchurch
Village to build 2,500 homes.
Alyson Lampard, joint chair of the group which worked
to produce the Neighbourhood Plan, said a small group
of residents and village councillors had been working
with Paul May for nearly three years. 
“It has been a long process, but a few dedicated local
people have delivered one of the most significant
Neighbourhood Plans in the country. B&NES have
helped us and we worked brilliantly with UWE
University who provided us with research projects.
“Our village is under threat and it is heartening that an
independent planning inspector congratulated us on a
well-written plan. This will form the base for the defence
of the village.”

Keynsham 

Keeping up tradition
The Keynsham Mummers will once again be performing
their traditional play on Boxing Day in front of St John's
Church at 11am, near the library at 11.30am and the New
Inn at noon. 
There will then be carol singing inside the pub before an
indoor performance of the play there at 1.45pm.
The play lasts about 20 minutes. All are welcome to
come and watch.

Children at The Meadows
Primary School perfor-
med their Christmas
production, The Little Fir
Tree, to an audience of
parents, grandparents and
friends. 
The reception, Year 1 and
Year 2 pupils told the story
of a small tree that was

overlooked but eventually
chosen to be decorated and
bring joy at a children’s
hospital at Christmas. The
show ended with a Nativity
scene. 
Parents supported the
school by making costumes
and staff worked hard to
help the children prepare for

the performances. 
Headteacher Joy Mounter
said: “I was so proud of
everyone involved in the
production. 
“The children were fantastic
and their singing was
beautiful. It was a lovely
way to mark the start of
Christmas.” 

The Royal British Legion in
Keynsham has received a
donation of £3,000 from the
estate of a woman who
supported the charity for
more than 45 years, raising
money for those who served
in both world wars, their
families and for those
within the services who
need support now and in the
future.
Pearl Shaw, honorary Poppy
Appeal organiser at the
Keynsham branch, said:
“Doreen Minty was born in
1923, one of four siblings
from Bristol. Her father
worked for the railways and
Doreen herself worked at
Temple Meads Station
during the Second World
War. She met and married
Jack Clegg and moved to

Cornwall with his work,
living there until her death
in August of this year, but
kept a very strong bond with
her siblings.
“Her eldest brother Hugh
had died, aged 26, in France
and is buried at Bayeux. His
death was three weeks after
D-Day and his loss had a
great effect on Doreen. Her
other brother Douglas was
in the Navy during the war
and on two occasions his
ship was hit by torpedoes.
Having to live through the
terror of the freezing cold
sea which was burning by
the ship’s fuel was traumatic
enough, but to go through
the same horrors twice was
unimaginable.
“Thankfully Douglas lived
into his old age. Doreen and

her younger sister Stella
knew the pain of
bereavement and the
anxiety of serving men and
women during conflicts and
what effects this has on the
whole family.
“Doreen died aged in
August of this year, aged 94,
and requested her sister
Stella from Kingswood
donate money to the Royal
British Legion from her
estate. Stella, now 90
herself and in very poor
health, asked me to accept a
donation of £3,000 to go to
the Keynsham Branch for
the Poppy Appeal.
“It is a very generous
donation of which I have
accepted with gratitude for
what Doreen and her family
have given to us.”

Bitton

Pupils perform heart-
warming Christmas story

Royal British Legion
humbled by £3,000 donation

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore has written to
the boss of NatWest Bank
to highlight concerns
raised by constituents over
the closure of the Hanham
branch.
The bank in the High Street
is among those that are to
close next summer as part of
a big shutdown announced
earlier this month. NatWest
says more and more people
are choosing to do their
banking online or over the
phone, which means some
branches are being used a
lot less.
In his letter to the chief
executive of NatWest Bank
Ross McEwan, Mr
Skidmore says: “My
constituents have expressed
some considerable concern
regarding the closure which
I believe will take effect on
28th June 2018. These
concerns revolve largely
around the lack of public
transport links to the closest
alternative branch in

Kingswood.
“Hanham has a significantly
elderly population who rely
on over-the-counter services
and would find travelling to
an alternative branch
difficult. A large number of
these residents use the
branch and the cashpoint to
access their money each
week. I would therefore ask
that if you are unable to
keep the branch open that
you retain the existing cash
point at the site or arrange
for one to be installed
nearby for the benefit of

local residents.”
Mr Skidmore has also
written to James Freeman,
MD of bus company First,
requesting that options be
looked into to improve the
regularity of the
Hanham–Kingswood 17 bus
service to make it easier for
people to get to the Regent
Street branch. 
The branch in Keynsham
High Street closes on 4th
June and customers there
are advised that their nearest
branch is on the Wells Road
in Knowle.

MP writes to NatWest
chief over Hanham
branch closure

Here are the locations in our area that police
mobile speed cameras are targeting this week
(starting 18th December).

Bath & North East Somerset: 
In Saltford on Manor Road and Norman Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road; in Keynsham on
Albert Road, Queens Road, Rock Road and
Coronation Avenue; on the A37 Pensford Hill.

Bristol:
In St George on Hillside Road, the A420 Bell
Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road, Nags Head
Hill and Air Balloon Road; in Brislington on
Hungerford Road, Wick Road, Talbot Road,
Allison Road and the A4174 Callington Road;
in Redfield on Blackswarth Road; in

Stockwood on Ladman Road, Stockwood
Lane, Sturminster Road; in Whitehall on
Gordon Avenue.

South Gloucestershire:
On the A431 Bath Road at Swineford; in
Oldland Common on Barry Road, High Street
and Mill Lane; in Hanham on Abbots Road
and Whittucks Road; in Longwell Green on
Ellacombe Road and Court Farm Road; on the
A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of the
M32 and at Bromley Heath; at Pucklechurch
on the B4465 Westerleigh Road; at
Mangotsfield on Blackhorse Road; in
Downend on Overndale Road; also on Siston
Lane at Webbs Heath and on Tower Lane in
Warmley.

Mobile speed camera locations



Three apprentices emp-
loyed by Warmley-based
Gregor Heating, a heating
and electrical business
that employs more than
120 people, have won
recognition for their work.
At the firm’s annual
apprentice awards cere-
mony they were presented
with their awards by South
Gloucestershire’s Cabinet
Member for Schools, Skills
& Employment Toby
Savage and apprenticeship
provider Anne Day, from
OnSite Bristol.
Joe Yabsley is a Year 2
Apprentice and won the
overall Apprentice of the
Year award after being
nominated by his peers for

his commitment and
positive attitude, which he
puts down to the love of his
job. He received a £250 tool
allowance contribution. 
Two other apprentices,
George Watts and Declan
Jeffaries, were also
recognised for completion
of their apprenticeships this
year. Gregor Heating, based
in Southway Drive, has
employed many apprentices
in its 30 years of trading.
Managing director Steve
Gregor began his journey as
a plumbing and heating
apprentice. He said: “I know
the value of being given
such an opportunity and
apprentices are very much a
part of our company’s

success story. 
“Every year I am more and
more impressed with the
candidates that come
through the door and these
awards are very much
designed to reflect that. Well
done everyone.”
Toby Savage said:
“Congratulations to all of
the apprentices at Gregor
Heating, especially the
winner of Apprentice of the
Year, Joe. 
“South Gloucestershire has
the highest rate of
apprenticeship uptake per
head of population in our
region and clearly Gregor
Heating are contributing to
this fantastic opportunity for
staff.”

Keynsham Leisure Centre will
be hosting Walking Netball
sessions in the New Year. 
The sessions will be delivered
by Bristol Rugby Foundation
and will take place on Mondays
in the sports hall from noon to
1pm, starting on Monday 8th
January.
The sessions follow the
successful launch of a session
at Culverhay Leisure Centre in
Bath which will also continue
in the New Year (Saturdays
from 10.30am to 11.30am).
The rules are essentially the

same as the traditional game,
but by reducing the speed and
taking out jumping, the game
becomes much more accessible
to those who are less active,
injured or have previously been
unable to take part due to
ongoing illness, 
For more information email
Emily.Harrison@englandnetba
ll.co.uk or call 0754 012 6813.

The vacant Salutation pub in St
James Place is undergoing a
transformation and a name
change is proposed.
In October planning permission
was granted for building works
including a single-storey front
extension to the entrance porch,
new bifold doors to the rear to
facilitate an external dining
area, external cedar plank
cladding and an upgrade to the
front garden seating area.
Now Ei Group plc, formerly
known as Enterprise Inns plc,
have applied to South Glos
Council to vary the licence,
which includes changing the
name to The Grapevine and

serving alcohol until midnight
instead of 11pm seven days a
week.
A notice on the door of the pub
gives the deadline for
comments on the licensing
application as 28th December.
Any representations can be
emailed to licensing@south
glos.gov.uk

26 The Week in • Wednesday 20th December 2017

Apprentices win
recognition for their work

Keynsham 

Walking Netball

Mangotsfield 

Heard it on the
Grapevine

Get your
skates on!
Hopes of improving
skatepark facilities at
Warmley Forest Park
will be discussed at a
public meeting next
month. The meeting will
be on Wednesday 10th
January at 5pm in the
Scout Hut at the park.
To find out more contact
Steve Skidmore on 0789
632 9737 or email
Stephen.skidmore@live.
co.uk



Concern about eyesore sites
in Kingswood has been raised
by local Labour councillor
Martin Farmer.
He said a number of
dilapidated sites have been
granted approval to be
redeveloped, only for the
owners to sit on the sites and do
nothing. 
Addressing South Glos
Council’s Cabinet Member for
Planning, Transportation &
Strategic Environment Colin
Hunt, Cllr Farmer said: “Only
150 metres or so from
Kingswood Civic Centre is a
site which was granted
planning approval in October

2016: it should provide much-
needed housing and new shops
but is now a complete eyesore.
“In his Autumn Budget
statement Chancellor
Hammond promised 100%
council tax premium on empty
premises and compulsory
purchase of land banked by
developers for economic
reasons.
“What is the Cabinet Member’s
plan for putting developers ‘on-
notice’ that this council will
implement these powers
rigorously?”
Cllr Hunt said: “I share Cllr
Farmer’s concern about the
impact that dilapidated sites

can have in our urban areas, or
anywhere else, for that matter.
They can have a
disproportionate impact on the
visual amenity of an area and
how people think about a place. 
“They can also act as a
disincentive to others to invest
in their own property and can
lead to other antisocial activity.
“The council has a key
leadership role in helping local
people ensure our older
communities remain places
where people want to live,
work, visit, and invest in. This
means we need to be clear
about our vision for these areas,
which we have outlined in our
Council Plan and in our
emerging planning strategies. 
“To support the development of
these we have already
commissioned a study to help
us look at how our older
communities might thrive in
the future, with new
investment, and more work is
planned. We also need to be
clear about how we will

support these areas through for
example, our Priority
Neighbourhood work. We need
to use a stick and carrot
approach.
“I welcome the potential for
additional powers to be
devolved to councils to help us
tackle problem sites and will
wait to see how these are
brought forward. In the
meantime, we can consider the
use of existing planning
enforcement powers to force
sites to be tidied up, and
hopefully encourage
redevelopment to take place
where planning permission has

already been granted.”
Earlier this year a new project
called ‘Springswood’ was
launched to spruce up the
centre of Kingswood. It is a
joint initiative between
Kingswood Business
Association and the Friends of
Kingswood Park, with input
from the council. 
In April a town centre
walkabout was held to flag up
things that needing improving
and floral displays have been
created to make the area look
more attractive. Another
walkabout is planned in
January.
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Chemist opening times
over the festive period

Kingswood 

Spotlight on dilapidated sites in town centre 

Christmas Eve (Sunday 24th December)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm) 
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm) 
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm) 
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park (9.30am-4.30pm) 
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road (9am-7pm) 
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road (10am-5pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (9am-6pm)

Christmas Day (Monday 25th December)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road, Keynsham (3pm to 5pm)
Shaunak's Pharmacy, 123-125 High Street, Hanham (9am-11am)
Ideal Pharmacy, 1 High Street, Warmley (1pm-3pm)

Boxing Day (Tuesday 26th December)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green, (9am-6pm)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (9am-6pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10am-5pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (9am-6pm)
Boots, 40 High Street, Keynsham (10am to 4pm)
Sainsbury's, Emersons Green Retail Park (9am-5pm)

New Year’s Eve (Sunday 31st December)
Boots, 40 High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station Road (10am-5pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (9am-6pm)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (10.30am-4.30pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10.30am-4.30pm)
Sainsbury’s, Emersons Green Retail Park (9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy, 78 Hollway Road (9am-7pm)

New Year’s Day (Monday 1st January)
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park, Longwell Green (9am-5pm)
Boots, 40 High Street, Keynsham (10am-4pm)
Morrisons, 688-718 Fishponds Road, Fishponds (10am-4pm)
Asda, Longwell Green (10am-6pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park (10am-5pm)
Boots, Avonmeads Retail Park, St Philips Causeway (9am-6pm)
Sainsbury's, Emersons Green Retail Park (9am-5pm)
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Sudoku Solutions
2-Medium 3-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Wordsearch Solution Signword Solution Nonogram
Solution

Equaliser Solution

ahoy; ashy; dash; dhow;
dosh; EYESHADOW;
eyewash; hade; hawse;
hayseed; head; heady;
heed; hewed; hoed;
hose; hosed; howdy;
howe; hoya; shad;
shade; shadow;
shadowy; shady; shaw;
shea; shed; shew;
shewed; shod; shoe;
show; showed; showy;
wash; washed; washy;
whee; whey; whoa;
whose; yeah.

Wishing
you all
a Happy
Christmas
The Editor and staff at
The Week In would like to
wish you all a happy
festive season and thank
you for your continued
support during 2017.
This edition is the last one
of the year. The office will
close on Friday 22nd
December and re-open on
Wednesday 27th
December. Emails and the
answerphone will be
monitored during this
time.
Our next issue will appear
on Wednesday 3rd
January 2018. The
deadline for adverts,
letters, stories etc. is
4.30pm on Friday 29th
December.
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Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Computers / IT

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Blinds

Garden Services

Foot Care

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Electrical

Fencing

Cleaning Services Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers

Plastering

Logs

Home
Maintenance

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Guttering

Garden Services

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Pet Services

Oven Cleaning

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   



The Week in • Wednesday 20th December 2017 31

Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste Disposal

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Situations
Vacant

Sewing Lessons
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