
The comment in Parliament
by Roads Minister Jesse
Norman that building a
Junction 18a on the M4
would “be vital to unlocking

the potential for housing
developments in that area”
sparked controversy back in
October.
But now in a letter to

Pucklechurch’s MP Luke
Hall the minister has stressed
that the transport project is
not intended to be used to
open up Green Belt land for

development, and that he had
actually been referring to the
huge housing estate already
being built at Lyde Green.
Kingswood MP Skidmore

secured the £500,000 of
Government money needed
for the feasibility study and
has always built the case
around an M4 link at the ring
road at Emersons Green,
serving the Bristol & Bath
Science Park and the
growing community of Lyde
Green. 
But the study has thrown up
an alternative eastern option
at Pucklechurch with a
junction near the Westerleigh
Road overbridge and two
possible options for a link
road to the A4174 ring road.

Continued on page 3 
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Continued from page 1
People in Pucklechurch
were told many times
during the eight-week
public consultation, which
began in August, that the
new junction was about
reducing congestion and
unlocking economic
potential - not about
housing. But the minister’s
words sparked alarm as they
seemed to imply that
housing would be a major
part of the decision process. 
Both Mr Hall and Mr
Skidmore have backed
residents’ opposition to the
eastern proposals and
reiterated that if they are
chosen by the Highways
Agency, they will withdraw
support for the necessary
funding from the
Government.  
After Mr Norman’s

ambiguous comment, Mr
Hall wrote to him urging
clarification, and the
minister has now replied,
confirming that he has
relayed the MP’s concerns
raised on behalf of local
residents to Highways
England, saying that South
Gloucestershire Council’s
future development plans
for the next 20 years do not
include the Pucklechurch or
east of Bristol area, as well
clarifying that he had been
referring to the Junction 18a
being vital to unlocking
planned housing in the Lyde
Green area. 
Mr Hall told The Week In:
"This very clear reassurance
is obviously welcome, and I
am delighted that the
minister has delivered on
his promise to point out our
very strong views that the

Pucklechurch option. I will
continue to fight the
Pucklechurch option, and to
protect our precious Green
Belt.” 
The outcome of the
consultation will be
published with the study
report in March.
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Foodbank collection
Chopfather barbers are once again organising a
Christmas collection for the Trussell Trust foodbank at
the Juice Project in Cadbury Heath. Non-perishable food
items can be dropped into the salon on Ellacombe Road
up to Thursday 21st December.

An audience of more than 200 enjoyed the Winter Choir
Concert held at St John’s Church on 2nd December.
Organised jointly by the Rotary clubs of Keynsham and
Chelwood Bridge, three choirs presented a seasonal mix
of music, including a number of well-known carols,
some with audience participation. 
Mendip Male Voice Choir, who have sung previously at
St John’s, were joined by the Silver Ring Choir of Bath
and Cantilena Young Singers. 
Proceeds from the concert amounted to £1,800, which
will be split equally between the Keynsham Dementia
Action Alliance and the Children’s Hospice South West. 
The Rotary clubs thank everyone who helped stage the
event, including St John’s Parish Office and Coventry
Building Society.

Keynsham

Three choirs in concert

Junction 18a won’t open
up Green Belt for
housing, assures minister

Luke Hall



How much is the Keynsham
one-way trial actually
costing? Figures recently
obtained from B&NES
Council would suggest that
modifying the traffic flow in
High Street and Ashton
Way may well have cost
much more than the
original £200,000 which had
been set aside.
Figures obtained by The
Week In as part of a Freedom
of Information request

regarding a different
highways issue have
confirmed that £158,000
alone was spent “specifically
for a new permanent bus
layby in Ashton Way and
upgrade of the zebra crossing
on Charlton Road to puffin”.
Much of the funding for this
and other highways schemes
comes from what were
known as Section 106
contributions. An S106 was a
legal agreement between

developers and local councils
as part of planning consent
for new housing
developments which would
set out the financial
contributions due for
infrastructure improvements,
such as primary school
enlargement, road crossings
or local bus service provision.
Unlike the Community
Infrastructure Levey (CIL)
which is now paid by
developers, S106

contributions had to be for
specific purposes and these
were attached to both K2
housing developments – The
Meadows and Bilbie Green.
One of the contributions
detailed in the Bilbie Green
Section 106 agreement was a
£250,000 payment from
Barrett Homes for
“Keynsham Town Centre
Highways Contribution”. A
number of highways
contributions were also made
by Taylor Wimpey in respect
of The Meadows planning
agreement, including one of
£150,000 (index linked) for
“highways network improve-
ments in and around
Keynsham”.  It was while
trying to ascertain whether

any of the S106 funding for
The Meadows could be used
on traffic calming measures
in and around Park Road that
we received confirmation of
the spending on the Ashton
Way layby and Charlton Road
puffin crossing.
The decision to convert a
£200,000 provision in
B&NES Council’s budget
into an actual spend was
taken on 1st August 2016 by
Anthony Clarke, who was
then the Cabinet councillor
responsible for transport,
claiming he would be
“engaging with the local
community in the design and
implementation” of the
project.
However, just a month later, 
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concerns were being raised
over the cost of delivering the
scheme, particularly if, as the
council was repeatedly
maintaining, it could be
reversed easily should driver
behaviour not follow the
modelling projections. Of
particular concern was the
flow of buses through the
town centre which needed to
be reversed. It was for this
reason that the regeneration
projects manager at B&NES
proposed allowing buses to
travel in both directions along
the High Street, thus
“removing the need for costly
construction works on Ashton
Way to create bus bays and
avoiding a reduction in car
park capacity”. 
The idea was dropped almost
as quickly as it was raised and

in October last year, Anthony
Clarke issued his final public
statement on the issue,
confirming there would be no
bus contraflow and that
Keynsham’s own councillors
would agree the final design.
This week, B&NES Council
confirmed to us that the work

on Ashton Way, “which
included a number of
underground service
diversions were not funded
from the £200,000 one-way
trial budget.
“As these are permanent
improvements the works have
been funded by developer

contributions.”
As to the original reason for
making our request, to
ascertain where S106
contributions from The
Meadows have been spent, it
seems there is some good
news. With £31,000 (index
linked) set aside for “traffic

management within Park
Estate”, a feasibility study
into traffic management
requirements for Park Road is
planned for the next financial
year and funds programmed
for drawdown towards
implementation of any
recommendations in 2019/20.
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Keynsham High Street

risen?
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MP Chris Skidmore has
called on the trustees of
Hanham Community
Centre to give a definitive
answer on whether they
would release their cricket
ground in Abbots Road to
developers.
This week, in a public
statement, the trustees deny
claims that they objected to
the site being included in a
register of local green
spaces, as the MP and local
councillors claimed in Issue
502 of The Week In.
However, the trustees say
they have held three
exploratory meetings with
developers and are “keeping
as many options open as
possible”.
Earlier this year it emerged
that a “vision” had been
drawn up by planning
consultants Colliers
International as part of
‘calls for sites’ in the Joint
Spatial Plan process. It
would see sports facilities
moving from the site in
Abbots Road to land about
600m away in the Green
Belt, on part of the Hanham
Hills. The proposal suggests
building homes on the
sports ground, as well as on
the Green Belt site.
South Gloucestershire
Council policy states that
where there is a clear
indication that someone is
interested in developing a
site, it cannot be designated
as a local green space.
However, Mr Skidmore this

week criticised the council,
saying that he has been told
by a Government minister
that the council had
“flexibility” in making that
decision. 
He said the fact that he had
collected 1,200 signatures
after the vision came to light
earlier this year reflected
public concern, and that
such a degree of local
opposition should have been
taken into consideration by
the council.
And he said that whether
there had been direct
opposition from the trustees
or not to their sports ground
being included on the green
spaces list, the fact was that
the cricket pitch had not
been listed because of the
question mark hanging over
it. Regarding the trustees’
position, he said their
statement (which is
published on our Letters
page this week) did not
provide a clear answer
about whether they would
release their sports ground
to developers but was
“ambiguous”: “Local
people deserve not to be

misled on this. We need
clarity. It is important that
public concern is not
dismissed,” he said.                       
He added that he would
fight any plans that would
result in the loss of the
historic cricket pitch site but
would welcome any
initiative by the trustees to
improve sports facilities on
the site. 
Although Collier’s propo-
sals for the JSP process
were “represen-tations on
behalf of a private
landowner” for land north
of Abbots Road and land at
Hanham Sports Ground, the
accompanying submission
form from their consultant
Tom Stanley says he is
acting on behalf of “land
owners”. Current land uses
on the form are given as
“recreation and agriculture”,
it says up to 250 homes are
proposed across the two
sites, and the form refers to
the need for current sporting
facilities to be relocated.
Development is envisaged
within five years and when
asked if the site is owned by
a developer or if the owner
is willing to sell, the answer
given is ‘Yes’.
The Week In has asked the
Colliers’ consultant to clear
up the confusion we but had
not received a response as
we went to print this week.
Back in January the trustees 

Hanham  

‘Ambiguity’ over future

Hanham Hills

Hanham cricket ground



told us: “In regard to the
Hanham Community Centre
Sports Ground on Abbots
Road, the trustees were
approached around 18
months ago with an outline
enquiry and proposition for
the provision of alternate
premises. Since then the
trustees have had no
engagement from the
company, but it was left that
the trustees may be
interested in propositions
which would enhance and
improve the facilities we
offer to our members.
Therefore, any publications
or applications have been
proposed without
consultation with the
trustees. Needless to say, the
trustees would be happy to
engage to consider any

proposal when they are
sufficiently developed, and
to consider the impact on

the charity, its members and
the wider community.”
See Letters, page 10
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On the point about whether an owner’s view could veto a
green space designation, Housing Minister Alok Sharma
told MP Chris Skidmore: “Whether to designate land is a
matter for local discretion. It will be for the local
planning authority to consider representations from
interested parties, including the owner of any site which
is proposed to be designated, before making a final
decision on the matter.” 
He added: “Local planning policies should be based on
robust and up-to-date assessments of the needs for open
space, sports and recreation facilities, which would
include playing fields, and opportunities for new
provision. In deciding whether to designate a particular
site as a recreational facility, local planning authorities
should take into account the views of all interested
parties. This could include the views of the owner of a
site which is proposed for designation, where they are
appropriate.”

of cricket ground

What the minister said 
Hanham Community Centre is advertising for two new
volunteers to become trustees to join the board.
The centre, a Charitable Incorporated Organisation
(CIO), says it aims to provide facilities and services to
the residents of Hanham to advance education and
enable social welfare through recreation and leisure-
time occupation; and to maintain and manage the
community centre premises.
Trustees should have strengths in at least one of these
areas - fundraising/income generation;
marketing/advertising skills; charity governance and
buildings management. To find out more contact
klawrence@hanhamcentre.org
Applications close on Friday 25th January and there will
be interviews in February/March. New trustees will join
on probation in April.

Hanham

Appeal for
more trustees to
join the board 
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The congregation at St Aidan’s Church in Fir Tree Lane invites the
community to join them for Carols in the Precinct outside the Kingsway
shops at 7pm next Monday (18th December).

St George

Carols on the Kingsway

A former care home that a
developer wanted to turn into 19
bedsits is now the subject of a
proposed conversion into seven
flats.
Earlier this year Scott Essex applied
to South Gloucestershire Council to
turn Rockleaze, which fronts Lower
Hanham Road, into a House in
Multiple Occupation (HMO) but the
idea was not well-received by local
residents and councillors who raised
concerns about parking, waste, noise,
disturbance and the potential for anti-
social behaviour.
Access and parking to the property is
at the rear, via narrow Tabernacle
Road. A South Glos Council
highways officer said that the space
for parking was “woefully
inadequate”, and the application for
the house, which has a current layout
of 14 bedrooms, was subsequently
withdrawn. 
The latest scheme for seven self-
contained one and two-bed flats has
been submitted by Delroy Brown,
whose address in Gloucester Road,
Bristol, is that of a company called
Property Options. Mr Essex works for
Property Options Estate Agents.
Rockleaze has been unoccupied for

about a year following the closure of
the home which provided care for up
to 10 adults with learning disabilities.
The latest proposal involves forming
vehicle access alongside the existing
pedestrian access at the front of the
property to create additional vehicle
parking. The planning application
states that the proposed new vehicle
access would not create safety
concerns with regards to
access/egress given the site is set back
from the road, with clear lines of
visibility. 
It says the building size, shape, scale
and appearance would remain
unaltered as the conversion works
involve altering the internal layout
only. At their meeting last week,
Hanham parish councillors voiced
their objections, saying the access is
unsuitable for dedicated parking on
the site. They said the positioning of
the parking spaces on the plans, whilst
not to scale, do not appear to provide
adequate space for safe manoeuvring. 
They were also critical of the
“inadequate” provision of
private/communal amenity space. 
The deadline for comments by 18th
December. The reference number is
PK17/5275/F.

Hanham

New flats scheme for
former care home
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 17th December
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Just two days after saying it would
be keeping the controversial ban on
left turns at the Hambrook junction
for vehicles coming from
Winterbourne during the Bromley
Heath Viaduct works, South
Gloucestershire Council did a U-
turn.
At the start of last week, council
chiefs said that the left turn ban, which
they had been trialling for three weeks
to improve traffic flow during the
roadworks, would remain in place. 
They said they had based their
decision on traffic management
information, camera data and regular
on-site assessment of routes during
peak hours, as well as “constructive
comments”. 
Their decision was greeted with a
wave of criticism on Facebook as
there had been hundreds of negative
comments posted during the trial
about the impact on roads in Frenchay
and Downend.
Then, unexpectedly the council
announced last Wednesday that the
left turn would be reinstated from
Monday 11th December “following
feedback received from local residents
and councillors, and a review of traffic
management in the vicinity of the
Bromley Heath Viaduct”.
It added: “Although the trial recorded
data showing improvements to the
traffic flow on the wider network,

there has been significant congestion
through the Frenchay area. In
response to residents’ concerns, we
have decided to revert to the traffic
management in place before the trial.”
However, in another twist, the ban
was still in place on Monday, with the
council saying that it was due to
circumstances outside of its control:
“In order to revert the traffic lights
back to the set up before the trial, they
need to be reconfigured by a specialist
engineer. Unfortunately, due to the
snow elsewhere in the country, our
appointed engineer cannot safely
travel to the site today as planned. 
“We are working to resolve this as
quickly as possible and are aiming for
the left turn to be reinstated by
tomorrow afternoon (Tuesday). We
will keep people informed and
apologise for the inconvenience this
may cause road users and residents.”
During the trial, motorists coming
from the B4058 who would normally
turn left at the Hambrook lights had to
turn right, travel around the M32
roundabout and continue eastbound
on the ring road.
After the council announced last
Wednesday that the ban would lifted
Downend councillor Jon Hunt said: “I
travel the ring road every day, so I
know the effect on the local roads as I
witness it every day. It is also an issue
raised by many residents and stopping

the trial is the best way forward for
local residents who have to live with
the effects of the increased traffic on
suitable roads.”
Writing on the council’s dedicated
Bromley Heath Viaduct Facebook
page, one motorist said: “Thank
goodness for that! It will make my life
so much easier. Trying to come back
from Winterbourne to go to Cleeve

Wood was a nightmare…It’s been a
nightmare few weeks for me!”
Another said: “Common sense
prevails at last!! Shout out to
Councillor Jon Hunt for keeping the
pressure up.”
And another commented: “Good
move but it will only work properly if
you allow the left turn to stay on green
significantly longer.”

Council does U-turn on controversial road system

The St George Singers will give their annual Christmas Concert at Holy
Trinity Church in Kingswood High Street on Tuesday 19th December at
7.30pm. 
There will be favourite carols sung by the choir with audience participation.
There will be free mince pies and mulled wine during the interval. 
A cheque for £4,000 will be presented to the RNLI, representing the large
donations given to the choir at concerts during 2017. 
And a retiring collection will be taken in aid of the St George Singers’ 2018
appeal.

Kingswood

Carols and mince pies



Statement from
Hanham Community
Centre trustees  
Dear Sir  
Following the coverage in The Week
In (Issue 502) regarding the Hanham
Community Centre Sports Ground on
Abbots Road, the trustees wish to
clarify their position as well as
highlight some inaccuracies in the
somewhat confusing statements
presented.
Since the public Hanham Abbots
Parish Council meeting (held at
Hanham Hall in March 2017), the
trustees have held three exploratory
meeting with the developers to seek
clarification over options; but have
not made any firm commitments; nor
have we had any further meetings
since August 2017. 
As trustees, we seek to maximise the
assets and opportunities for the charity
– and hence, if there is an opportunity
to provide improved sporting facilities
for the community of Hanham, it is
our duty to consider it. Indeed,
keeping the sports ground out of the
green space may increase potential
opportunities for the charity, either in
the short or longer terms; and as such,
we should do so to ensure we
maximum future opportunities. 
In regard to the article in Issue 502,
which on reading more closely is
rather confusing in its wording.
Firstly, Mr and Mrs Goddard stated:
““We were disappointed that Hanham
cricket field (aka HCC Sports
Ground) was not put forward for

green space designation as it is a well-
used and much-loved place in
Hanham. However, the landowner
objected and so it is not appropriate to
be designated in the PSP.”
Even if we had objected (which we
haven’t), how does this makes it
inappropriate to be designated in the
PSP – nevertheless this is an incorrect
statement, and the council have
confirmed we have made no such
objection, and were, in fact, not
consulted to make such an objection.
The source of their unreliable
information would of course be
interesting – and it’s unfortunate this
was not checked before the article was
published. Staff at the centre have had
to deal with some very angry residents
since this article was published. 
The second confusion is a few
paragraphs later, where Mr Skidmore
(MP) seems to contradict the
Goddards by stating “. . . the process
seemed “remarkably undemocratic
and unfair”. I collected 1,200
signatures versus the owner who
requested that it come out as a green
space. The minister has agreed to look
into the process and will be writing
back to me.” 
The trustees are not quite sure what
he's trying to say here (could be
typos), or what he thought was
undemocratic (one hopes not the
collection of a few signatories), but he
goes on to suggest the trustees asked
for the land to be included in the green
space (i.e. come out as a green space).
Both these quotes are somewhat
ambiguous and out of context. 

In summary - just to be clear, the
trustees will aim to keep as many
options open as possible, and that
would appear to be out of the green
space. That doesn’t mean you will see
cricket or tennis moving anywhere
else in the next 20 years, but it does
mean the trustees could look at
opportunities to improve the sporting
and/or community facilities in
Hanham in the future - either on the
current sites or on alternative local
sites – and I would have thought this
would be something our MP and
councillors would want to support! 
Hanham Community Centre
trustees

Praise for editor’s
book  
Dear Stephen  
I have very much enjoyed reading
your editor’s book about your
newspaper (Week In Week out - 10
years at a local newspaper). It not only
charts the interesting events and the
many changes which have occurred in
our area over the last decade, but also
provides an insight into what was
really going on behind the scenes at
the local newspaper during that time. 
It’s a fascinating read and, a bonus
this, it brings a much welcome sense
of humour as it outlines the really
amusing as well as the captivating
local events of the past 10 years. I had
forgotten many of the thought-
provoking things that have happened
locally, but I won’t forget to make this
excellent read one of my stocking

fillers for friends and family.
I am sure many local residents have
just become accustomed to picking up
their copy of the paper each week with
little knowledge of what actually goes
into the making of it. I think this book
also reveals a personal side of the
editor that many may not have been
aware of and the reason that proceeds
are going towards Meningitis Now is
just one example.
Congratulations on passing your
500th milestone recently and I wish
you continued success with sales of
Week In Week out.
Dan Norris

Your own party is to
blame, Cllr Hale  
Dear Sir  
It was with great mirth that I read of
Cllr Hale’s ‘Anarchy fears’ in Issue
502.
One wonders, as with the local food
bank and now the lack of visible
policing, whilst acknowledging that
we are in a time of austerity, that Cllr
Hale fails to see that the root cause is
his own Conservative Government!
Was it not his very own party leader
who, as Home Secretary, ensured that
the number of police officers in
England and Wales fell from a peak of
144,353 in 2009 to 122,859 in 2016?
To my mind, the ex-chairman of Bath
& NE Somerset Council seems
bewildered, yet unwilling to point a
finger at his own party.
William Loke
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Roundabout is the
only sensible solution 
Dear Stephen  
Mike Clapp is right when he states
that we should spend a bit of time
looking at traffic flow around the
town before traffic lights are erected
at the junction of Avon Mill Lane and
Keynsham Road (Issue 503).  
This road is now experiencing a much
higher volume of traffic since the one-
way system was introduced.  We also
learned at the recent consultation
meeting on the Local Plan that an
estimated 1,200 houses is likely to be
built on land between the railway and
the river. The road serving these
dwellings will be routed past the
Brassmill pub, off Avon Mill Lane,
eventually leading to the A4. 
This will lead to even greater traffic
flow on Avon Mill Lane and will
mean the road is gridlocked at busy
times. A roundabout is the only
sensible option and also to find a way
to overcome the problem of the
‘Brunel’ bridge giving a two-lane
access throughout the length of Avon
Mill Lane.
The Lib Dems are currently surveying
Keynsham East and the figures so far
suggest that 44% of those replying
want the High Street back as it was,
whilst only 34% want it to remain as it
is. 
I await with interest to learn how
B&NES is going to survey the people
of Keynsham on this controversial
issue.
Andy Wait
Keynsham

Go with the flow 
Dear Sir  
In response to the letter in Issue 503
about the Chocolate Quarter access
suggesting a roundabout instead of
traffic lights, a roundabout would
surely be better for traffic flow, and
more cost effective.
W Goodchild

Thank you for helping
me when I fell 
Dear Sir  
I would like to pass on my thanks to
those who came to my aid after I fell
in Keynsham High Street on Thursday
30th November.
I fell and suffered a broken hand but
the staff at both Greggs and Polkadot
came to my aid and offered much-
needed assistance for which I am very
grateful.
I was also helped by other people who
were out walking in the High Street
who waited until I was safely in the
ambulance.
As I don’t know the names of my
helpers, I am hoping they will see this
letter and know that I appreciated their
kind assistance on the day. Thank you.
Dilys Smith

Coping with M.E. 
Dear Editor  
Many people with the chronic,
neurological condition M.E. tell us
they feel very lonely and isolated at
this time of year, particularly those
who live alone with no family or
friends to share the festivities with. 

A visit, phone call or simply a
thoughtful card from a friend could
make a positive difference – so if you
know someone with M.E., let them
know you are thinking of them this
festive season.
If you have M.E. and you need
information and support, call us on
0117 927 9551 (we’re here until 4pm
on 22nd December, and reopen on 3rd
January), or join one of our friendly
online forums, open 24/7. 
You can also read advice from Rose,
who has M.E., in her article on coping
with Christmas alone at
www.actionforme.org.uk/alone-at-
xmas
Sonya Chowdhury
Chief Executive, Action for M.E.
42 Temple Street, Keynsham

Cyclists face prejudice
and hostility 
Dear Becky  
I read your article about pedestrians vs
cyclists in last week’s edition of The
Week In. I completely understand the
problem and have witnessed incidents
both as a pedestrian and cyclist. 
It does upset me that cyclists are often
seen as easy targets for pedestrians or
motorists. This perceived divide
generates hostility that isn’t healthy
and doesn’t reflect cyclists who
generally follow the Highway Code. 
At the end of the day, cyclists just
want to get from A to B in the safest
way. To do this, cyclists have to share
the same Tarmac as motorists and
pedestrians. This means no matter

where you ride as a cyclist, you have
to constantly deal with a lot of
prejudice and hostility from motorists
as well as pedestrians. 
I completely agree all users of the
Bath to Bristol Railway Path have to
be respectful, but think the
underlining problem won't disappear
until other things are considered. The
popularity of the pathway means
demand for space needs to be properly
investigated. One option is widening
the pathway, which would increase
the space and improve distance that
often creates conflicts between users. 
Bike technology has improved
massively and means commuting
using traditional/electric bikes is a lot
easier. Also, many businesses have
adopted bike schemes and provide
shower and changing facilities. Last
year there were over one million trips
by bike on the Bristol to Bath
pathway. This alternative surely has to
be encouraged as it enables people to
ditch the car and also promotes a
healthier lifestyle choice. 
I totally get there is a small minority
of cyclists that don't follow the
Highway Code and are inconsiderate.
This needs to be worked on and
stamped out. Unfortunately you will
always have a small minority of
people that spoil things for others.
Whether that's bad motorists, Sunday
footballers or the person who jumps
the queue at the checkout. I therefore
urge your readers and users of the
Bristol to Bath pathway not to paint
all cyclists with the same brush. 
Ian Adams

LETTERS



The Government is asking
for your views on the future
of the Great Western Railway
franchise and whether it
could be split into two
separate operations.
In view of the recent and
ongoing infrastructure changes,
such as electrification of the
London mainline and arrival of
new rolling stock, it also
intends to offer current
franchisee First Great Western
an extension to the current
franchise.
Due for renewal in 2019, the
Government feels that to allow
for those changes to bed-in and
to prepare for any ultimate
decision to split the network,
the next franchise should be
awarded from 2022.
These proposals, along with the
public consultation over the
future shape of the railways in
our area, are included in a
document published at the end
of November. The public have
until 21st February next year to

respond.
The most radical question
being asked is whether the
Great Western Railway
franchise should continue to
operate largely as it has for the
last 10 years, or be split into
two (or more) franchises. One
would cover the main inter-city
routes and commuter services
into Paddington. 
The other ‘western’ operation
would encompass mid-range
lines, like the Cardiff to
Portsmouth and Worcester to
Weymouth as well as the
commuter and branch line
services around Bristol, as well
as Devon and Cornwall.
On the same day as the Great
Western Railway franchise
consultation was launched, the
Government also published
another report, ‘Connecting
People – a strategic vision for
rail’, which, among other
recommendations, proposes a
closer working relationship
between ‘track and train’ – i.e.

more decisions on
infrastructure being devolved
locally by Network Rail. The
idea of a separate ‘western’
railway operation is seen very
much in this context.
The current Great Western
Railway network came into
being in 2006 when Great
Western absorbed two smaller
franchises, Thames Trains and
Wessex Rail. This report
recognises that this move has
achieved greater cost

efficiencies as a result and
makes clear that any move to
split the operation up again
would only proceed if there
were “clear and demonstrable
benefits”.  
Last week, public transport
campaigner David Redgewell
reminded members of B&NES
Cabinet that at the time of the
merger in 2006, Wessex Trains
was understood to be losing
£80m a year.
Consultation is open until 21st

February 2018. To obtain a
copy of the report you have to
download it from
www.gov.uk/dft 
To respond to the questions,
you can either do this directly
or return the form by email to
GWconsultation@dft.gsi.gov.u
k, or by post to Great Western
Franchise Consultation,
Department for Transport,
Zone 4/19, Great Minster
House, 33 Horseferry Road,
London, SW1P 4DR.

Rail revamp could see franchise split up
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Crossword
ACROSS
2. Extreme (7)
7. Female horse (4)
8. Towards (4)
9. Smoked herring (7)
10. Religious order (4)
12. Belch (inf.) (4)
15. Cut off (5)
17. Tinned (6)
18. Steering

mechanism (6)
19. Uplifted (6)
21. Two-channel (6)
22. Mass meeting (5)
23. Venture (4)
26. Mislay (4)
28. Free from

prison (7)
29. Ballpoint pen (4)
30. Assume, don (4)
31. Marine plant (7)

DOWN

1. Stun (4)

2. Financial obligation (4)

3. Donate (anag.) (6)

4. Rag (6)

5. Restrain (4)

6. Agitate (4)

10. Reach a goal (7)

11. Mythical being (7)

13. Experience (7)

14. Intent (7)

15. Effluent drain (5)

16. Corroded (5)

20. Tuberous plant (6)

21. London square (6)

24. Acerbic (4)

25. Greek god (4)

26. Lascivious (4)

27. Fasten securely (4)

Siston

Appeal
dismissed
Plans to build three
homes on Green Belt
land have been rejected
on appeal to the
Planning Inspectorate.
Cumberland Develo-
pments Ltd had appealed
after South Glouces-
tershire Council turned
down their plans for the
grounds of the property
known as Greystones in
Siston Lane.
Planning inspector Rory
Cridland dismissed the
appeal, saying there
weren’t the very special
circumstances needed to
justify development in
the Green Belt.
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Plans to build nine houses
on a former smallholding
at Magpie Bottom Lane
have been lodged with
South Gloucestershire
Council.
A previous planning
application (in 2014) to
demolish the 1960s
bungalow at No 72 and

build 22 dwellings on the
site was withdrawn, partly
due to concern over the
proposed access
arrangements.
This latest application is for
six four-bed houses and
three five-bed houses. Each
would have a garage. 
The application also

includes adding a two-
storey extension and
alterations to the existing
bungalow to form another
home with a garage.
The only road access to the
site is via Magpie Bottom
Lane. The design and access
statement submitted on
behalf of the applicants, Mr
& Mrs Hall, says there have
been preliminary
discussions with the
highways authority
indicating that the widening
of Magpie Bottom Lane
might be acceptable.  
A consultation exercise has
been carried out with about
60 residents who live
immediately surrounding
the site. There was a range

of responses, with negative
comments generally
regarding concerns about an
increase in traffic and the
amount of parking
available. Others accepted
that the site will inevitably
be developed at some stage,
and there will also positive
comments praising the

design and the reduction in
the number of homes since
the previous application. 
All significant trees and
trees with preservation
orders would be retained.
The deadline for comments
is 22nd December. The
reference number is
PK17/5253/F.

Kingswood

Nine homes planned on former
smallholding

Gill Flower, who set up the
Bristol Community
Friendship Club to combat
loneliness, has been
honoured with an award.
Gill, from St George, was
presented with the
Community Activist 2017
award, decided by public
vote, at the Voscur awards. 
Voscur is the support and
development agency for
Bristol's voluntary,
community and social
enterprise sector.
Gill started with a small

group but was soon
coordinating a group of
more than 870 women. 
She said: “I am
overwhelmed and truly
honoured to have an award
for something that makes
me so happy.”
Gill received a Lord
Mayor’s Medal earlier this
year for her work.
We featured Gill and the
club in Issue 464. It is free
to join Bristol Community
Friendship Club – search for
them on Facebook. 

Award for St George
woman who set up
friendship club 

Proposed site of 9 houses

Gill Flower
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The Staple Hill & Rodway
Community Engagement
Forum last week agreed to
write to local MPs to
highlight concerns about
crime increasing due to
reduced numbers of police
officers.
During the meeting last
Tuesday, Rodway councillor
Michael Bell spoke about the
impacts of austerity on local
residents and the need to lobby
local MPs in support of Avon &
Somerset Police & Crime
Commissioner (PCC) Sue
Mountstevens and Chief
Constable Andy Marsh who
wrote to the Home Office and
Police & Fire Minister,
warning that policing and the

safety of communities was at a
crucial “tipping point”.
However, to their dismay there
was no additional financial aid
for the police in the
Chancellor’s Autumn Budget.
Cllr Bell said that he had
recently organised a public
meeting at the Red Lion pub in
Mangotsfield to discuss
concerns over crime, including
burglary and anti-social
behaviour. Some 50 residents
had attended, along with two
police officers and the
Neighbourhood Watch
administrator for South
Gloucestershire and B&NES
Trevor Wilmot. He said the
meeting had heard that one of
the causes of the recent rise in

burglaries is that doors are not
being locked properly from the
inside by key - just operating
the paddle handle is not enough
to secure a door.
Staple Hill councillor Ian
Boulton told last Tuesday’s
meeting that he sits on South
Gloucestershire’s Safer &
Stronger Communities
Strategic Partnership which
had voiced cross-party support
for the PCC and Chief
Constable’s efforts to secure
more funding.
He said there had been a recent
15.3% crime increase in South
Gloucestershire and for the
previous 15 years crime had
been going down. He also
called for the Staple Hill &

Rodway Community
Engagement Forum to get
behind the PCC and Chief
Constable.
The meeting agreed that Cllr
Bell and community
engagement officer Nessa
Jarman will write a letter of
concern to Conservative MPs
Chris Skidmore (Kingswood)
and Jack Lopresti who

represents the Filton & Bradley
Stoke constituency, which
includes Staple Hill.
Meanwhile local beat manager
Wayne Hick reassured the
meeting that the police were
looking at burglary hotspots in
the area and targeting suspects
to deter them. 

Staple Hill/Rodway 

Forum to write to MPs
over police funding cuts

Michael Bell

Police surgeries
Four police beat surgeries have been arranged for early in the
new year in the Mangotsfield area.
They will be held in St James’ Church Hall from 5pm – 6pm on
Monday 15th and 22nd January and Monday 5th and 12th
February.
This is an opportunity to meet the local police teat team face to
face to discuss any crime and related issues you may have.



16 The Week in • Wednesday 13th December 2017

Merlin Housing Society
closed its Kingswood office
on Friday.
Merlin owns the building,
which is next to Kingswood
Civic Centre, and plans to
convert the office into three
flats. 
This week Paul Coates,
director of housing and
communities, said: “Our
income is our customers’ rent.
And over £1,000 a week of
that was spent keeping open
an area office that very few
people actually visited in
person – on average just five
people a day call into the
office. And more than half of
their visits are for things that
can be dealt with online.   
“We discussed our plans with
customers in Kingswood and
they were fully behind the
idea of having three surgeries
spread across the area. They
also recognise how every
affordable home is vital – the
fact that this move will also
create three much-needed
properties in Kingswood by

converting the office is great
news. 
“We’re also just kicking off
an enormous project to help
people get online and feel
confident in their internet
usage. We’re partnering with
O2 to deliver this to our
customers. We’d love people
to get involved – they can
look on our website or
Facebook page for details, or
call us on 0300 123 2222.” 
Merlin will initially be
running drop-in surgeries for
customers from 3rd January.
They will be held every
Tuesday from 9am to 1pm at
The Batch Community

Centre, Cadbury Heath, every
Wednesday from 1pm to 5pm
at Kingswood Civic Centre
and every Thursday from
9am to 1pm at the Juice
Community Hub, Cadbury
Heath. 
Merlin Housing Society has
already started work to
convert three of its former
offices into six flats. It is
converting the former offices
at its independent living
schemes at Shrubbery Court
in Staple Hill, Kennedy
House in Yate and Giffard
House in Little Stoke. They
are due to be completed by
the end of March.

South Glos-based Merlin
Housing Society has
announced it is in talks with
Midlands-based Bromford to
create a new partnership
which aims to invest £1.5bn
building 14,000 new homes
over the next 10 years.
The partnership will see the
organisations – with nearly
40,000 homes between them,
a combined turnover of
£250m and strong operating
margin - join together.
In a statement, chief
executive officers Philippa
Jones from Bromford and

Robert Nettleton from Merlin
said: “This is a partnership
where each organisation
brings expertise that
complements the other and
service aspirations that fit
really well.  It brings together
two forward-thinking housing
associations with a shared
vision of enabling customers
to use great affordable homes
as a springboard to achieve
more of what they hope for
themselves, their families and
their communities. 
“Both our organisations have
ambitious development

programmes. Working
together these can be
combined and expanded to
deliver 14,000 new homes in
the next decade.  This
capability and a common
passion to offer an
exceptional customer
experience, will help our
combined business grow and
deliver more of a difference.”
Over the coming months the
organisations will seek
feedback and consult
customers and stakeholders
on the vision for their
partnership.

Merlin closes
Kingswood office

Merlin in partnership talks with
Midlands housing association

Community hub
and MP hold
joint surgery
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore is to hold a joint surgery
with the team from Southern Brooks Community
Partnerships at Kingswood Park Centre on Friday (15th
December).
Mr Skidmore and Southern Brooks staff will be on hand
from 11am to 1pm at the Brooks Café to meet local
residents who will be able to talk through any issues or
concerns. 
The MP said: “The joint surgery will be a valuable way
to cooperate on the important issues affecting people in
Kingswood and the surrounding area.” 
“Just as many people drop into my constituency office,
the community hub at the Park Centre provides a
valuable service to the local community – ensuring that
local residents have a place to go where they can find
support, information and assistance on a range of matters
that affect them. This is an excellent asset for the local
area.”
The community hub opened earlier this year.
To book a place at the surgery, call Mr Skidmore’s
constituency office on 0117 9081524 or you can drop into
the Park Centre to speak to Southern Brooks directly
about how to reserve a slot. 

Merlin’s Kingswood office has closed Flower
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A decision is due to be taken
on Friday on whether to
grant planning permission
for the former Victorian
school site in Richmond
Road to be demolished and
15 houses and six flats built
on the campus.
The site is owned by South
Gloucestershire Council.
Measuring just under an acre,
it was the old Mangotsfield
Church of England Infant and
Junior Primary School, and
was last occupied by the
Education Other Than At
School service, which
relocated following the
conversion of Downend Day
Centre. 
The planning application by
Cotswold Homes has sparked
objections from some

members of the public about
the loss of local heritage,
concerns about
overdevelopment, traffic and
parking issues. 
The council’s own listed
buildings and conservation
officer is concerned about the
loss of the historical building
façade: “The proposed
scheme is not considered
acceptable, as it involves the
demolition of an important
local heritage asset when a
more considered approach
that retains the original
building should be proposed.
This would be considered a
proportionate response to the
redevelopment of this site in
that it would help retain and
potential enhance part of the
heritage of Mangotsfield.”

Butt the planning officer
handling the case says that
any historic significance of
the building lies not so much
in its architectural merits but
more in its historic
connections to the village and
its social sentimental value
for former pupils of the
school still living locally. 
The officer says that as the
proposal would involve
demolishing the entire
building, the scheme would

result in the loss of an
undesignated heritage asset
which has, at best, only a
moderate degree of
significance.  
And the council’s
transportation officer is
satisfied that the level of
traffic generated by the
proposed residential
development would not be
significantly more than the
authorised use of the site, and
its impact would not be so

significant as to justify
refusal of this application on
traffic ground.
On balance officers consider
that in their judgement, the
proposal is sustainable
development that should be
granted planning permission.
Four of the homes would be
deemed “affordable”.
Members of the development
control committee will
consider the scheme at their
meeting on Friday.

Mangotsfield

Go-ahead recommended for 21 homes on
old school site



Pupils from Beacon Rise
Primary School in
Kingswood have made
special railway themed

decorations which are
hanging on the Christmas
tree at Avon Valley
Railway at Bitton.

Children in the foundation
year were asked to create
railway themed decorations
and more than 80 were
made in the style of
locomotives, carriages and
giant wheels. They cover
the tree, which is in the
booking hall for the heritage
railway’s Christmas season.
Last Monday pupils and
parents were invited to the
railway to see the completed
tree and a prize for the best
decoration was awarded to
pupil Emilia by Roger
Eynon, chairman of the
Avon Valley Railway
Heritage Trust. Trish
Coomber, from the railway,
who organised the activity
with the school, said: “We
were looking for a new way
of decorating our Christmas
tree in the booking hall.
Beacon Rise took on the
challenge and the children
enjoyed creating all sorts of
different decorations.
They’re now adorning the
tree which will be on show

until the end of our Sherry
& Mince Pie trains in the
New Year. 
“Thanks to all the children
who took part in creating
such a lovely tree.”
The railway is currently
running Santa Special train

rides with an on-board visit
and present from Father
Christmas Booking is
essential. Visit http://www.
avonvalleyrailway.org/event
s/santa-special/ or call the
ticket office on 0117
9325538.
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More waiting restrictions
are planned to deal with
ongoing parking problems
on the Siston Hill estate.
Problems have been
reported with refuse
collection vehicles being
unable to access certain
roads due to inconsiderate
parking. These issues would
also apply to emergency
vehicle access. 
There are problems with the
current positioning of some
yellow lines and in some

instances residents cannot
get out of their driveways if
cars are parked opposite.
A review of the existing
parking places and waiting
restrictions identified a
number of amendments
which will make better use
of the available kerbside,
and improve access and
sight-lines for motorists and
pedestrians. 
The roads affected by South
Gloucestershire Council’s
proposals include The

Pines, Junction Way, Ridley
Avenue, Whistle Road, The
Sidings, Stanier Road, Loop
Road, Merritt Way, Arnold
Road, Jinty Lane, Station
Road Link, Bridge Farm
Walk and Carsons Road.
There are details about all
the amendments on the
council’s website – search
for ‘Siston Hill’ under the
Consultations section, or
call 01454 862609.
The consultation closes on
8th January.

New waiting restrictions
for Siston Hill estate

Pupils decorate heritage
railway’s Christmas tree

Tiddlers Day Nursery on Bath Road has retained its
‘Good’ Ofsted rating following an inspection last
month.
The inspector Linda Harvey praised the “enthusiastic,
committee and creative staff” who provide a range of
well-resourced activities linked to children’s interests. 
She said the staff are good role models for all children
and give praise and encouragement. Children behave
well and form good relationships with each other. They
are keen and motivated to learn and make good progress
in their learning and development.
Parents are said to be extremely complimentary about
the nursery, which has 42 children on the roll.

Saltford

Nursery retains
Good Ofsted rating
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Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Christmas trees decorated
by groups throughout the
community filled St John’s
Church at the weekend.
Hundreds of people turned
out to enjoy the festival,
which began on Friday
night.
There were almost 60 trees
decorated by local
organisations in ways that
reflect the work they do.
Visitors were able to enjoy
refreshments while sitting in
the pews listening to a
variety of live music,
including carols, the
bagpipes, recorders, folk
and jazz, hand bells, and
organ and piano recitals.
They also had the chance to

climb the church tower.
St John’s carol service will
be at 6pm on Sunday (17th
December) and there will be
a crib service on Christmas
Eve at 5pm, then Midnight

Communion starting at
11.30pm. 
On Christmas Day there
will be Communion
services at 8am and
10.30am.

Keynsham  

Christmas tree festival
brings sparkle to churchKeynsham’s Winter Festival Window Competition

winners have been announced.
The Best Business Window category was won by Co-op
Funeralcare Services, with Polkadot and Cocoa Hair
Salon the runners-up.
Best Charity Shop Window went to Mind, and the
runners-up were St Peter’s Hospice and Dorothy House
The Best New Entry was Kell’s Kitchen and the overall
winner of the competition was Co-op Funeralcare
Services.
The winners of this year’s Town Council’s Winter
Festival colouring competition have also been
confirmed.
Ava Alder-Ashwin won the age seven 7 and under
category, with Lauren Haigh and Sofia Vince-Greenwell
the runners-up.
In the 8-11 years category, the winner was Sky Swift
and the runners-up Lucy Bryant and India Wilson. The
overall winner was Ava Alder-Ashwin.

Keynsham

Festival winners

Nine-year-old Jonny admires the Christmas tree
decorated by fellow pupils at Chandag Junior School



BAFTA-winning film
director Ken Loach visited
Staple Hill for discussion
following a screening of
his film - I, Daniel Blake -
which portrays the

hardships of the welfare
system and treatment of
claimants.
Some emotive discussions
took place which echoed
Ken’s descriptions of his

experiences while making
the film.
The event last month was
organised by Debbie
Porteous, women’s officer
for Filton and Bradley Stoke
constituency’s Labour Party.
The film was free to ensure
everyone could access the
event and a collection at the
end raised a profit of £357
for local foodbank Resound
in Emersons Green. 
The event was supported by
the You Foundation, which
allowed the use of their new
youth and community
building. Page Community
Association lent their chairs
and Dr Steve Presence, of
the University of the West

of England, provided
projection equipment. 
Debbie Porteous said: “The
communities living in South
Glos, on the outskirts of
Bristol, often miss out on
events such as this and so
we organised this to take
place here in Staple Hill.
“Filton and Bradley Stoke

constituency stretches from
Staple Hill, through
Downend, Winterbourne,
Frenchay, Bradley Stoke,
Patchway, Filton and all the
way to Severn Beach. There
are a lot of people in South
Glos affected by the issues
that are raised in this
moving film.” 
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Film director attends screening in Staple Hill 

SITUATIONS VACANT PUBLIC NOTICE

Ken Loach



The congregation of
Christ Church in
Downend, which is
currently closed while it
undergoes major building
work, are spreading
Christmas cheer around
the community.
Tonight (Wednesday) at
6pm they will be carol
singing at Nelson House at
the Pendennis Flats in
Staple Hill. They will be
joined by the congregations
of Pendennis Good News
Church and Sanctuary
Church, and hot chocolate
and mince pies will be
available.
On Saturday (16th
December) at 11am there
will be more carol singing at

the Co-op in Downend and
on Sunday (17th) there will
be traditional carols at the
Church Centre in Quakers
Road at 4pm.
On Thursday 21st
December at 3pm there will
be carol singing and family
craft fun in the afternoon
with residents at William
Court, Overnhill Road. And
on Christmas Eve at 4pm
the Crib Service will be held
at Christ Church Junior
School. The Christmas Day
service will be at the Church
Centre in Quakers Road at
10am.
For full details of all the
church’s Christmas services
visit christchurchdownend
.com

Christ Church’s Building 4
Life project will see the
church open to the
community throughout the
week. 
The pews are being replaced
by stackable chairs and a
much wider range of
community events and
conferences will be able to
take place in what is one of
the largest buildings in the
area. 
The work includes doubling
the size of the kitchen,
improving toilet facilities
and providing baby
changing facilities. New
offices and meeting spaces
will be created, along with a
special prayer chapel in
what was a storeroom.

The Week in • Wednesday 13th December 2017 21

Downend/Staple Hill 

Spread-out Christmas
celebrations as church is
closed for renovations

Christ Church

Hundreds of South Gloucestershire schoolchildren,
teachers, and a four-month-old baby playing the part of
Jesus came together at Clifton Cathedral on Friday to
recreate a special Nativity scene at the district’s annual
carol service. 
The main characters of the Nativity were played by
pupils from Parkwall Primary School in Cadbury Heath.
There were also performances from pupils at St Mary’s
Primary in Yate and Marshfield Primary School,,
supplemented by readings by pupils at Hanham Abbots
Junior School, Blackhorse Primary at Emersons Green,
and the Manor C of E Primary School at Coalpit Heath.
Music was provided by a brass quintet and organ and
there was a varied programme of traditional carols and
modern songs.
Chairman of South Gloucestershire Council Ian Blair
said: “The annual carol service is a highlight of the year
for me as it brings together so many children from South
Gloucestershire’s primary schools. It is a special event
for everyone involved and it’s wonderful to see the
children bring the Nativity scene to life with such
enthusiasm.”

Starring role for
Parkwall pupils in
annual carol service

Oldland Common

New home
for cafe
Esther’s Café, which
was previously at The
Batch Community
Centre in Cadbury
Heath, has reopened this
month at the SBL Sports
Centre in North Road,
Oldland Common.
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A £500,000 congestion-
busting scheme to improve
traffic at the Two Headed
Man junction has been
completed. 
Bath & North East Somerset
Council, together with the
West of England Combined
Authority and Local
Enterprise Partnership, has
invested in the scheme
aimed at significantly
reducing peak-time queues
at the junction on the A39. 
Around 5,000 vehicles each
day use the light-controlled
junction which previously
had one lane in each
direction and caused turning
vehicles to hold up traffic as
they waited to turn. 
Improvement work has
included widening the
carriageway on each
approach to two lanes to
provide dedicated turning
lanes at the A39/B3116
junction. 
The A39 is a key
commuting route, with two
traffic-light controlled
junctions at the B3116 and
A368. Congestion at both

junctions impacts not only
on through traffic but also
cause delays for local
traffic. Further improve-
ments to motorists’ journey
times are planned to the
A39/A368 junction at
Marksbury in 2018, subject
to grant funding. 
Cllr Tim Warren, the leader
of the council, said:
“Improving the area’s
transport network and
reducing congestion is one
of our top priorities. This
includes schemes at
notorious junctions and
bottlenecks such as the Two
Headed Man. 
“The need to improve traffic
on the A39, and at the Two
Headed Man junction in
particular, has been talked
about locally for many
years. These improvements
form a key part of our wider
plan to improve transport
and tackle congestion across
the B&NES area, and I
would like to thank
residents for their patience
while work was being
undertaken. 

“Alongside further
improvements planned to
the A39 at the Marksbury
junction with the A368, this
major traffic improvement
scheme will reduce queues
and improve journey times
for thousands of drivers
each day. And by reducing
the amount of time people
are sat in traffic, not only are
we making journeys quicker
and easier, but we are also
helping to support our local
economy and improve our
region’s productivity as
well.” 
West of England Mayor Tim
Bowles said: “Tackling
congestion is a key part of
ensuring future economic
growth across the West of
England region. 
“This work, funded by the
Local Growth Fund through
the West of England Joint
Committee, will signi-
ficantly improve both road
capacity, speed up
commuter times and reduce
emissions from idling cars
which impact on air
quality.” 

Easing the peak-time
tailbacks at busy junction

From left, Kelvin Packer, group manager for highways
and traffic at B&NES, council leader Tim Warren and
Keynsham councillor Charles Gerrish, the Cabinet
Member for finance & efficiency at the junction

MOTORING
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The Kingswood Players
are rehearsing for
Treasure Island which
will be staged at
Kingswood Community
Centre next month.
The show will be on
Friday 19th and Saturday
20th January and on
Friday 26th and Saturday
27th January. Evening
performances are at
7.30pm and Saturday
matinees at 2.30pm.
Adapted from the novel,
the script is by Kevin Rye
and the show is being
directed by Richard Bond.
Order tickets by visiting
www.kingswoodplayers.o
rg/ or call the box office
on 0777 205 6562.

Kingswood 
Ahoy there
me hearties!

Treetops care home in St Clements
Road has been put into special
measures after the most recent visit
from the Care Quality Commission.
Treetops, run by Shaw healthcare,
provides support for older people who
are living with dementia. 
Earlier this year CQC inspectors found
the home to be good for caring but not
adequately managed, and that in terms
of being safe, effective and responsive,
improvement was required. And at the
previous inspection in April 2016,
inspectors said that improvements
were needed in all five key areas –
being safe, effective, caring,
responsive and well-led.
The latest inspection found the service
needs improvement in terms of being
safe and effective, is good in for being
caring and responsive, but inadequate
in terms of being well-led.

The CQC said that the management of
the service had seen several changes
and the instability had impacted on
changes being implemented and
sustained. 
Even though the overall rating is
'Requires improvement', the CQC said
it was placing the service into special
measures and will keep it under
review.
At the time of the inspection there
were 19 people living at Treetops.
This week Liam Scanlon, Shaw’s

director of compliance and
governance, said: “We are currently
implementing an improvement plan
that we’ve shared with the CQC and
we’re pleased to see that their
inspection report recognises those
efforts. 
“We acknowledge that there is still
some way to go but we’re confident
that the trend of improvement will
continue as we strive to deliver the best
levels of care for those who use our
services.” 

Keynsham 

Care home put into special
measures

Town



Bristol Airport has begun
preparing a new Master
Plan which will set out
potential development to
respond to increasing
passenger demand
forecast over the next
three decades and beyond. 
With over 120 destinations,
Bristol Airport currently
serves eight million
passengers a year, and says
forecasts mean it needs to
extend its horizon to 2050
and consider the potential
for demand reaching 20
million passengers annually.
Bristol Airport is one of the
UK’s 10 busiest airports, but
with a site area of just 196
hectares, it is dwarfed by
most of its peers. When it
reaches 10 million
passengers a year, it says its
site will be operating at full

capacity in terms of the
space available for aviation
operations and supporting
infrastructure. 
It says continued success is
likely to require a larger site
to serve the public need for
greater connectivity and
expanded airport capacity.
However, an extended
runway is not currently in its
plans, with the existing A38
expected to remain a well-
defined eastern boundary.
Airport chiefs say any
proposal to expand the
extent of the site would need
to be fully justified, and any
land acquisition must be
“necessary, feasible and
viable”. 
As part of the consultation
exercise, it will be engaging
with landowners whose
interests are potentially

affected by any proposed
revision to the airport’s
boundary. The vision for an
airport, which has this year
been celebrating its 60th
anniversary, is that is also a
public transport and
employment hub.
A series of consultation
events are taking place for
people to learn more about
the airport and its plans,
with the chance to talk to
members of the senior
leadership team.
There is a drop-in event
tomorrow (Thursday) at the
Bristol & Bath Science Park
in Emersons Green from
11am to 2pm; on Thursday
11th January at the
Guildhall in Bath from
11am to 2pm; and on
Thursday 18th January at
the Fear Hall in Keynsham
from 11am to 2pm.
There is also a feedback

form online – visit
https://www.bristolairportfu
ture.com/have-your-say/
This consultation runs until
midnight on 26th January.
After the consultation the
airport will publish a report
summarising the feedback

and explaining how they
will take it into account.
Views, together with further
analysis and study, will
result in a new Draft Master
Plan, which will be subject
to further public
consultation in 2018.
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Redfield
Free concert at St Patrick’s
There will be a Christmas concert at St Patrick’s Church in
Netham Road this Sunday (17th December) from 4pm to 5pm.
There will be a variety of Christmas songs, carols, poems and
readings. Admission is free and everyone is welcome. Wine
and mince pies will be served afterwards.

Local councillors, environ-
mental groups and the
owners of Hanham Court
and Bickley Farm all got
together recently in an
attempt to unearth what they
believe to be the ancient
Hanham Abbots animal
pound.  They managed to
uncover the entrance to the
ancient hamlet’s site which
had been hidden under
brush and woodland for
hundreds of years and was
associated with Hanham
Court and Hanham Abbots
for around 1,000 years.
The previous Sunday 60
people turned up for a walk

around Hanham Abbots
Conservation Area, passing
through Bickley Wood, St
George’s Church, Hanham
Court and Sally on the Barn

before being treated to tea
and cake at Hanham Court.
The picture shows the work
done by volunteers to
expose the ancient pound. 

Hanham Abbots

Discovering the past

Airport seeks public views as
it plans major expansion
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Concern over
neglected house
Ongoing concerns about at neglected property in Bridge
Road, pictured, were raised at last Tuesday’s meeting of
the Staple Hill & Rodway Community Engagement
Forum.
A local resident told the meeting that the problem had
been going on for about eight years and that the house
had been empty for the last four.
The meeting heard from community engagement officer
Nessa Jarman that formal notices have been served by
South Gloucestershire Council requiring works to be
undertaken to improve the property, but the personal
circumstances of the owners mean the works have not
yet been undertaken.
She said the next step may involve the council imposing
a Land Charge.

Lonely this Christmas
Our article in last week’s issue about
Christmas Day lunch at the Temple Street
Canteen in Keynsham has certainly
generated a response. 
Local businesses and residents have made
generous donations which is allowing
Lyndsey and Matthew to make bigger and

better plans for the day. 
If you don’t fancy cooking for just one or
two of you and would like some different
company, simply call in to the Canteen at
21 Temple Street and book your place.
Alternatively, email: templestreetcanteen
@gmail.com

South Gloucestershire’s
libraries have a fun-filled
programme of free festive
activities for children and
families this December. 
They include stories around
the tree at Kingswood
Library from 5.45pm to
6.45pm today (Wednesday)
and Christmas Rhymetime
tomorrow (Thursday) from
10.30am to 11am at both
Staple Hill and Emersons
Green libraries.
On Friday (15th) there will
be Christmas stories and
rhymes at Cadbury Heath
Library from 10.30am to
11am and on Saturday there
is a Christmas Lego™ club
at Downend Library from
11am to midday.
Next Monday (18th
December) there will be

stories around the tree at
Hanham Library from
5.45pm to 6.45pm (limited
places are available so
contact Hanham Library to
book your place).
On Tuesday 19th December
Hanham Library will also
host Christmas rhymes and
stories from 10.30am to
11am and a writing
workshop with a winter
wonderland theme from
2.30pm to 3.30pm. The
workshop will also run at
Emersons Green Library
from 10.30am to 11.30am
and Staple Hill Library from
12.30pm to 1.30pm.
Christmas capers will also
be on offer on the 19th at
Staple Hill Library from
2.15pm to 3.45pm and at
Emersons Green Library

from 2pm to 4pm.
There will be more
Christmas capers on
Wednesday 20th December
at Downend Library from
2.30pm to 3.30pm, and
festive fun at Kingswood
Library from 2.30pm to
3.30pm.
Thursday 21st December
sees Christmas Rhymetime
at Staple Hill Library from
10.30am to 11am and
festive fun at Hanham
Library from 2pm to 3pm.
There will be more festive
fun on Friday 22nd
December at Cadbury Heath
Library from 11am to
midday. For more informa-
tion about age suitability
and events at all libraries in
South Glos visit  www.south
glos.gov.uk /libraries

South Glos

Libraries host
holiday activities

Here are the locations in our area that police
mobile speed cameras are targeting this week
(starting 11th December).

Bath & North East Somerset: 
In Saltford on Bath Road and Norman Road;
on the A431 Kelston Road; in Keynsham on
the B3116 Wellsway, Chandag Road, Albert
Road, Queens Road, Charlton Road and
Charlton Park; on the A37 Pensford Hill and
the A39 at Marksbury and Farmborough.

Bristol:
In St George on Nags Head Hill and Air

Balloon Road; in Brislington on Wick Road,
Talbot Road and the A4174 Callington Road;
in Stockwood on Stockwood Lane; in
Fishponds on Snowdon Road, Thicket Avenue
and Thingwall Park.

South Gloucestershire:
On the A431 Bath Road at Bitton and
Swineford; in Oldland Common on Mill Lane;
in Kingswood on Tenniscourt Road and Court
Road; in Hanham on Abbots Road; in
Longwell Green on Court Farm Road; on the
A420 London Road at Warmley and Wick.

Mobile speed camera locations



Tenants, residents, employ-
ees and friends from care
homes and housing schemes
of charity Brunelcare
attended a special carol
service at Christ the Servant
Church in Stockwood.
Pupils from Waycroft
Academy were invited
along to sing at the service
and donated gift boxes for
Brunelcare’s Robinson
House care home residents
who live nearby. 
Everyone at the service last
Tuesday was treated to a

buffet tea, and were
especially delighted to meet
and chat with the Lord
Mayor of Bristol Lesley

Alexander. 
Kevin Fairman, Brunel-
care’s chief executive
officer, said: “This service is
an annual highlight - having
a good sing-a-long to
Christmas carols is very
special for our residents and
tenants. It has been good to
see as many as 170 people
join us. 
“Our residents were clearly
delighted by the service and
enjoyed hearing the children
from Waycroft Academy
sing.” 
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Stockwood

Carol service delights
care home residents 

Saltford

Online jamboree

Bristol’s Lord Mayor Lesley
Alexander with Brunelcare tenants   

Brunelcare CEO Kevin Fairman with Waycroft Academy
pupils and headteacher Lisa Craig with and care home
manager Joy White

The 1st Saltford Scout Troop has been busy in recent weeks linking up with Scouts across
the globe. They spent a night connecting with Scouts across the world by participating in
‘Jamboree on the Internet’, where they managed to make contact with Scouts in 39 countries.



Saltford’s Rainbows,
Brownies and Guides were
delighted to be invited to
Waitrose in Keynsham to
collect a cheque from the
retailer’s Community
Matters scheme. 
Throughout October
Waitrose customers used
their green tokens to vote
for Saltford District Guides
to receive a portion of the
£1,000 sum available. The
unit thanks Waitrose and
customers and say the
money will be used for vital
repairs to their premises in
Saltford.
The 2nd Saltford Guides
enjoyed helping out with the
marshalling at the Saltford

Santa Dash on 3rd
December.  And the 1st
Saltford Guides enjoyed a
Christmas themed sleepover
at the Guide hut in Saltford
while the 2nd Saltford
Guides attended a
Thanksgiving themed
weekend at Bitton.
Meanwhile the 1st Saltford
Brownies enjoyed the Santa
Special at Avon Valley
Railway while the 2nd
Saltford Rainbows had a

wonderful Christmas party.
Rainbows and Brownies are
currently looking for new
volunteers to help with the
running of weekly meetings,
and continue the fun and
adventures the girls are all
having. If you or someone
you know can spare an hour
or so each week contact
saltforddistrictguides@gma
il.com or apply at
www.girlguiding.org.uk/get
-involved
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Campaign to
preserve
Mangotsfield’s
identity

Saltford 

Busy time for
Girlguiding unit 

There are concerns in Mangotsfield that the village’s
identity is being eroded.
Whilst there are some who are working hard to maintain
that identity, such as the Mangotsfield Matters Facebook
page, it is felt that greater awareness across the wider
community is needed.
The organisers of the annual Mangotsfield Festival are
considering running an exhibition about the village as a
good way to raise awareness, highlighting
Mangotsfield’s past, present and likely future, running
local history talks and a local history walk.
There are also hopes of getting local people to take a
more active interest in Mangotsfield, identifying specific
projects such as grass cutting, Mangotsfield Common
and improving Alec Large Park and the old Dames
School  in front of the Red Lion pub. 
Volunteers are needed to organise, create and run the
exhibition. If you are interested, email
mangotsfieldourvillage@gmail.com
A get-together will be held in early 2018 to get things
moving.

Hanham

Remembering at Christmas
A Remembering Service will be held on
Saturday 16th December at Hanham
Baptist Church. 
The Rev Peter Cook says: “Christmas is a
wonderful time of year, but for many the
celebrations are tinged with sadness as
they remember those who will not be
present with them. Bereavement and loss
can be tough. Just before the celebrations

begin, we have a short service where you
can remember those people. 
“There will be a couple of carols, some
readings and a chance for you to light a
candle or write a message to say you
won't forget.”
The service is at 3pm. If you want more
information, contact the Rev Cook on
0117 9041703.

Mangotsfield village
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Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
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Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Building Services

Computers / IT

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

CARPENTRY

& DECORATING

Stuart Olds

T. 0117 2790421

M. 07702 255888
E. stuartolds1@btinternet.com

Over 30 years experience
City & Guild qualifi ed

Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

Blinds Garden Services

Foot Care

Carpet Fitters

Electrical

Fencing
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plastering

Logs

Man Who Can

Home
Maintenance

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Guttering

Garden Services Locksmiths

Home Help

C P WHITTLE Fully
qualified. Interior and
exterior decoration.
References if required.
Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

TVs Waste Disposal

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Upholstery
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