
Please excuse us for stealing
the headlines this week.
Normal service resumes on
page 3 but we felt it was
time to mark this significant

milestone by doing
something a little different. 
A lot has happened and
much has changed since the
first edition of Keynsham &

Saltford Times went on sale
on Friday 8th February
2008.
There’s more about those
changes on page 7 of this

week’s issue and today also
sees the launch of Editor
Stephen Rodgers’ book
about the newspaper. We
say a big thank you to all the

local businesses and
members of this fantastic
community who have
supported us in so many
ways over the last 500
weeks. Happy reading!

Issue 500FREE 15th November 2017

THE WEEK IN
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Read by over 40,000 people each week

Local weekly newspaper publishes its 500th edition
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Local radio in Keynsham
has taken a major step
closer to becoming a
reality after the broadcast
regulator Ofcom granted
an FM licence to
Keynsham Town Commu-
nity Radio (KTCR) last
week.
KTCR has produced the
weekly Keynsham Hour
from a studio in Community
at 67 since 2014. It is
broadcast on Somer Valley
FM each Thursday and then
available as a podcast on the

station’s website. 
The aim has always been to
create a community-based
station for Keynsham which
would build on the
experience gained through
the relationship with Somer
Valley FM, and a new
company was established
earlier this year to respond
to Ofcom’s latest round of
expressions of interest.
Keynsham Music Festival
organiser Ric Davison has
been coordinating the
rigorous Ofcom application
process together with an
advisory board which
includes The Week In
Managing Editor Stephen
Rodgers, Somer Valley FM
Managing Director Dom
Chambers, Mike Corrigan,
from Keynsham Talking
Newspapers, and Ian
Aitchison, owner of
Longwell Records.
Keynsham was one of nine
community licences
announced last Wednesday
(8th November). Explaining

the reasoning behind the
decision Ofcom said: “The
applicant has experience of
producing local radio
programmes about Keyn-
sham and has developed its
proposals using feedback
about these programmes.
Ofcom considered that its
proposed output would cater
to the tastes and interests of
the target community.
“The applicant has links
with a range of local
organisations and indivi-
duals, and provided
evidence of demand and
support for the proposed
service.”
Community radio services
are provided on a not-for-
profit basis, focusing on the
delivery of specific social
benefits to a particular
geographical community or
a community of interest.
KTCR is now awaiting
further details from Ofcom
about the next steps before
moving ahead with plans for
local broadcasting.
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Ofcom grants
FM licence for
community
radio station

Calls for review of
park’s licence over
‘intrusive noise’
People living in and around Bitton who say they are
affected by intrusive noise from Avon Valley Adventure
& Wildlife Park at Keynsham are calling for a review of
its licence.
Bitton Village Residents’ Association members and
others locally have been surprised about the apparent
open-endedness of licensing arrangements, which
appear to allow live/recorded music until midnight every
day. 
They are unhappy, as one told us, about the
“stonewalling against informal, reasonable and polite
requests to reduce the noise” and are continuing to liaise
with environmental protection officers.
As we reported last week, there have been several
complaints from people living in Bitton and Oldland
Common about the recent 10-night FEAR festival at the
park, while the intrusive noise from PA system
announcements at other times was also discussed at the
residents’ association meeting.
This week park owner Doug Douglas told us he was
aware of a couple of noise complaints about the 15-
minute pig racing announcements, and had been
speaking to B&NES and South Gloucestershire Council
about these, who had been “very supportive of us”. 



The family of an 83-year-
old woman whose purse was
stolen from her bag while
she was shopping for
Christmas presents in the
High Street are warning
people to be vigilant as
there have been reports of
similar incidents in the
town.

The grandmother, who is
from Keynsham, was
followed into Peacocks at
around 12.15pm last Friday
(10th November) by two
women. They sandwiched her
as she looked for a size of
clothing, one woman bent
down, and then they left. 
The elderly woman did not

realise her purse had been
stolen until she got to the
counter to pay and found that
her bag had been unzipped.
This week her daughter got in
touch with us to highlight
what had happened to her
mother. She said: “I posted
what happened on Facebook
and have been informed of at

least four other very similar
incidents within the last
month or so in Keynsham and
the victims have all been
older ladies like my mum.”
Although her mum’s purse,
which had £76 in it was
stolen, her bank cards
were not taken as they had
been in a separate wallet in
her bag. 
The elderly woman believes
she may have been followed

by the women from the
nearby Church’s store.
Her daughter said: “Mum has
lived in Keynsham all her
life. I just hope this doesn’t
knock her confidence and
prevents her from going
shopping independently.”
It is understood that CCTV
footage from Peacocks has
been passed to the police. The
crime reference number is
521725757.
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Pickpocket alert after
thieves target grandmother



A controversial new road
layout aimed at keeping
traffic moving during the
Bromley Heath Viaduct
works began this week.
Last week South
Gloucestershire Council
announced on its Bromley
Heath Viaduct Facebook page
that, as of Monday, there
would be a trial change to the
Hambrook traffic lights. The
idea triggered hundreds of
comments, overwhelmingly
critical.
Southbound traffic on the
B4058 (from Winterbourne)
can no longer turn left onto the
ring road at the Hambrook
lights. Traffic in lane 1 is still
able to travel straight ahead
towards Frenchay or right
towards the M32. Lanes 2 and

3 remain right turn only. 
The council said it was
trialling the change in
response to requests from road
users: “The intention of the
trial is to improve traffic flow
and reduce queuing from
Winterbourne, while at the
same time helping traffic flow
on the M32 by creating space
at Hambrook lights for traffic
to move into. 
“The left turn causes a delay
to eastbound traffic from the
M32, as it blocks the exit at
the Hambrook lights toward
the contraflow, with a knock-
on effect to the M32
roundabout. Removing the left
turn will help prevent this by
significantly reducing the
eastbound traffic across the
contraflow, creating space

behind for traffic from the
M32 to move into. Traffic
signals will be adjusted as
needed and we will be
monitoring the traffic to see if
there has been a positive
effect.”
These responses on the
Facebook page highlight some
of the concerns.
“How is making cars from
Winterbourne turn right
towards the M32 and go round
the roundabout supposed to
‘create space’ for cars coming
off the motorway? It'll just
make the roundabout more
congested!”
“All this will do is push those

turning left onto the ring road
to go through Beckspool Road
to Downend, considering how
twisty and narrow this road is,

not good! I doubt any traffic
planners live in the area.”
“The left turners will not take
the roundabout route… they
will go Frampton Cotterell
then join the ring just after the
roadworks… this won’t solve
anything, only move a
problem.”
“More volume to be pushed
through Cleeve Wood Road,
which is extremely dangerous
due to the high volumes of
traffic congestion.”

On Monday a council
spokesperson told us: “Today
is the first day of a two-week
trial involving a change to
traffic movements at the
junction of the B4058 Bristol
Road and the A4174 ring road
(Hambrook traffic lights).
“We will would be closely
monitoring traffic during
this period before any
decisions are made about the
adjustment becoming perma-
nent.”
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Congestion fears over traffic
lights change



One minute I’m putting
together Issue 1 with a
headline story about
Cadbury at Somerdale, and
the next thing I know it’s
number 500 – and I’m still
talking about Somerdale.
Between the two editions,
it’s been a bit of a recurring
story, as have articles about
the Green Belt and traffic to
name just two. 
Indeed, that first issue in 2008
also had a call from the
businesses in Keynsham to
sort out the road

infrastructure before embar-
king on any of the major
developments planned for the
town. And what’s the hot
topic in Keynsham in the
current and most recent
editions?
A lot has changed of course
during the first 500 weeks –
the name of the newspaper,
the way it looks and the way
it is distributed for starters.
Just about a year ago, I
decided it would be nice to
look back over the years and
catalogue just how much has

happened since the launch of
my weekly journal. Just as the
newspaper you read today is
nothing like the one I had
imagined 500 weeks ago,
‘Week In, week out – 10

years at a local newspaper’
also evolved as I worked my
way through archive copies
from February 2008 until just
a couple of weeks ago. 
First I thought I would

produce a local history record
for the area – and quickly
moved on from that idea. The
time needed to achieve that is
way beyond what is currently 
available to me for as long as 

6 The Week in • Wednesday 15th November 2017

500 not out – So where did the

We’ve made the news ourselves. Coverage in the newspaper industry press

Stephen Rodgers
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last 500 weeks go?

A message from North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg

I still have this day job.
Perhaps that will be a
retirement project at some
point in the future. 
So, instead I decided I would
produce a personal record of
my own thoughts and
recollections as memorable
stories and events were
chronicled in The Week In. I
have young grandchildren at
the moment and perhaps
when they are older, they
might be interested in what I
used to do. 
But as the project evolved,
those close to me who knew
what I was doing encouraged
me to broaden the scope of
project and try to explain the
complexities of running a
business out of providing
local news. These are indeed
interesting times for the
newspaper industry and

perhaps there would be some
value in a snap shot in time
when change is rapid – often
with severe consequences.
Perhaps the result is a book
which achieves none of those
aims. It is however, a glimpse
of life as seen from the
editor’s chair over the last
(almost) 10 years. And it does
have one purpose which is
not included in the previous
paragraphs. The first £1 of
every book I sell will go to
Meningitis Now. Once the
production costs are covered,
all residual monies will also
go to the charity.
Some of you will know that
the arrival of my first
grandson just a year ago was
only briefly a moment of joy
before the dreaded ‘M’ word
raised its head. Christmas and
the months which followed

were not particularly happy
although we are now able to
make up for lost time.
Young Rafe has a glorious
crop of red curls and a heart-
melting smile for everyone he
meets. In my work mode
however, it seems we
frequently have had to
publish news of young
teenagers living locally who
did nothing wrong but were
singled out as victims of this
indiscriminate disease.
You can read Rafe’s story at
www.mengi t isnow.co.uk
along with several other
testimonies from brave
parents who have had to go
through so much more. I dare
you to read them and keep
your eyes dry.

Here’s to the next 500!

Stephen Rodgers



8 The Week in • Wednesday 15th November 2017



The Week in • Wednesday 15th November 2017 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 19th November
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Next year sees the 50th
anniversary of the July
1968 floods.  Five inches of
rain fell in 24 hours, causing
a wall of water to cascade
down the Chew Valley,
sweeping away bridges and
anything else in its way. 
Eight people lost their lives,
three of them when the car
they were travelling in was
swept off the bridge at the
bottom of Bath Hill in
Keynsham. Apart from a
flood level marker in Dapps
Hill, the town has no other
reminder or memorial to the

tragic event so Keynsham &
Saltford Local History
Society has embarked on a
project to restore a part of the
town’s heritage as a fitting
commemoration.
Of the many bridges
destroyed along the River
Chew, the most famous was
the ancient County Bridge on
the Bitton Road.  Built into
the north parapet of this was
the County Bridge Stone,
sometimes known as the
Abbot’s Seat as it was reputed
to have come from Keynsham
Abbey.  

Older residents have fond
memories of sitting with “one
foot in Somerset and the other
in Gloucestershire”.   The
ancient stone was swept away
but later recovered and has

languished ever since in
B&NES’ archaeology store. 
The society is planning to re-
erect this stone in Keynsham
Memorial  Park  with a
commemorative plaque and
an explanation of the history
of the stone and the events of
10th July 1968 to inform
future generations.  The

project has the support of
Keynsham Town Council and
permission to use and display
the stone has been obtained
from B&NES Council.      
To display the stone in an
appropriate way has a
substantial cost and the
society has launched a public
appeal to raise £5,000.   It is
hoped that the memorial will
be unveiled on 10th July
2018. 
Society chairman Richard
Dyson said: “We believe that
many local people would like
to see  a permanent

commemoration of this
important event in the history
of the town and hope they
will consider making a small
contribution towards making
it a reality.” 
A donation form can be
downloaded from the
Society’s website  -
www.keysalthist.org.uk   - or
collected from the Keynsham
Town Council Offices on
Temple Street. 
Details of how to donate via
online banking are also
posted on the website -
www.keysalthist.org.uk

Keynsham 

Appeal launched to
commemorate 1968 floods

The County Chair 

Dapps Hill 

Chew Bridge 



Will Mr Curtis take
on board my idea? 
Dear Stephen  
Regarding the A4 bus service currently
under discussion, perhaps Martin Curtis
could find a way of cutting the time
wasted going up Manvers Street, round
‘Bog Island’ and back down Manvers
Street in Bath which can take anything
up to 20 minutes, depending on the time
of day.  This does not even come close to
comparison with the few lost minutes by
the bus going via the parallel route at the
back of Keynsham High Street.
I would agree with a previous
correspondent that on many occasions,
bus pass holders are just waved through
with no apparent counting being done
by the driver.
Should the A4 bus decide to change its
route and miss out Keynsham, it would
still have to compete with all the other
buses on the A4, but would lose out on
the number of passengers waiting in
Keynsham that can easily reach double
figures, particularly morning and
evening now that the No.  38 First
service has been withdrawn.  
Just a further thought.  How about tying
in the bus departures to the arrival of the
main line trains. At the moment it is
frustrating to arrive at Bath Spa usually
just a minute before the bus pulls out,
leaving no time to exit the station to
board it.
A Keynsham resident

Keep Keynsham
connected 
Dear Editor  
I don’t disagree with the residents of
Keynsham who feel that they're being

short shafted by Mr Curtis. Bypassing
Keynsham is not going to be to their
liking at all. And I don't see the sense of
bypassing that town as the boss of Bath
Bus Company tries to rationalise the
excuse of doing so.
I'm not yet completely convinced by
some of the arguments posed by Mr
Curtis. I also believe that the reasons do
not add up and places that pretext under
doubt. It isn't a convincing excuse -
indeed it is somewhat a disappointing
one.  
All possible means to maintenance of
connectivity to Bristol and Bath must be
maintained. People at Keynsham MUST
have connection to both cities. Which
means the A4 bus must remain intact. At
all costs. Because of First Group's
compacting of bus services the A4 is
vital to that end.
Connectivity is survival to all small
communities outside of major
population centres. The loss of bus
services - even diminution of these -
undermine these and have done so
elsewhere in the region. 
Mr Freeman of First Group remains a
pain to me. Mr Curtis is the second pain
but no major one yet. That could change
in time. 
Stephen Farthing, Hengrove

It doesn't make
business sense to
bypass town 
Dear Sir  
I am writing in support of Hazel Powe
and Lionel Hutton (Issue 499), having
written months ago on the same subject. 
My wife and I had both noticed that the
A4 buses appear fuller following the
demise of the 38. We also cannot believe

that bus travellers do not like to use the
passage to the High Street when car
travellers use it frequently and have
done all the 39 years we have lived in
Keynsham. 
I do not usually subscribe to conspiracy
theories, but if indeed passengers are
getting on in Keynsham and their
Diamond cards are not being swiped as
observed by Hazel, and if the manager is
not aware of this practice, it may be that
some drivers dislike coming through
Keynsham and hope that by skewing the
figures, their journeys are improved,
who knows? I don't! 
All I can say is that it doesn't make
business sense to bypass the town. I
doubt that traffic solely to the airport
provides enough income to run the bus
and the service must be subsidised by
local journeys, I have never seen a bus
over-brimming with air travellers. I also
doubt that B&NES Council, with all its
green pretensions, would not like to see
an increase in the number of cars
entering Bath.
The recently received community
survey asks about shuttle buses, it does
not mention the Broadmead roundabout,
but one will be needed if the A4 changes
its route, so that we can catch the X39.
Keith

Don’t insult our
intelligence 
Dear Becky  
Can we please have the truth, Mr Curtis?
Do you intend at some future date to
bypass Keynsham? I know you refute
this in Issue 498 but your response to
my earlier letter doesn't answer the
question. “...Maureen's suggestion in the
last issue of The Week In that we are

deliberately not counting pass holders
couldn't be more wrong. We need every
single fare to maintain bus service
viability...”  
Really? You could have fooled me! 
Why I ask is that yet again today, a
lovely sunny day which brought out the
concession pass holders, we were
‘brushed on’ without recording our
passes en route to Bath, 11.06 scheduled
service from Bath Hill. 
Yes, we are aware that it now runs a
little late which is surely due to the extra
passengers gained from the now defunct
First bus Number 38, and not the one-
way system as there is no alteration
whatsoever to traffic going into Bath.
Chatting with a passenger at the bus
stop, she said her card had been refused
on Monday. Both our cards were refused
today but when the driver put his hand
over the machine so as to avoid me
placing my card, I duly slipped it
underneath and my journey was
recorded. He wasn't happy and muttered
something along the lines of "The passes
take too long”. 
I took a head count and said bus had
approximately 10 concession pass-
holders (boarding in Keynsham, church
and the High Street) all of whom had
also been brushed on. Can we have
some transparency please? 
Maureen P, Keynsham

Review of one-way
system
Dear Sir  
Please could we have a review at the
half-way stage of the Keynsham one-
way system?
I hate it with a passion.
W Goodchild
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LETTERS

Write to us
Please e-mail letters

to
admin@theweekin.co.uk

or post to:
The Week In

8 Temple Court
Keynsham

Bristol
BS31 1HA
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Concerned about
crime in the
Mangotsfield area?
Dear Stephen  
I have arranged a meeting for residents
on Monday 20th November at The Red
Lion pub, St James Street,
Mangotsfield, commencing at 6.30pm to
meet the local police team. 
This will be an opportunity to raise
concerns over all levels of crime in the
area, be it burglaries, anti-social
behaviour, etc., and its prevention,
detection and prosecution.
People can contact me for more
information.
Cllr Michael Bell
Mobile: 0787 563 1817
Email:
michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk

Warmley area needs a
larger car park
Dear Sir  
Here’s another point of view on
Warmley’s long-term car park. 
We are all quite rightly encouraged to
car share whenever possible and I and
many others have used this car park to
car share for going for walks in
neighbouring villages and I am sure the
same applies for people going places for
work and even to go into Bath or Bristol
for shopping as it is many miles to the
nearest Park & Ride. 
The alternative is to use street parking
which is becoming more and more
difficult to find and is obviously not
very popular with the local residents.
With the local population increasing all
the time, there is obviously a need for a

larger car park in the area for long-stay
parking to encourage car sharing. 
Brian Dawson

Terrible state of toilets
in St George
Dear Sir  
I am writing about the toilets at Avon
View Cemetery and St George Park.
I visited the cemetery on 8th November
with my 91-year-old father to put some
flowers on my Mum’s grave. My Dad is
registered blind and has had two major
bowel operations in the last year. As a
result, he needs to visit the toilet
frequently.
On several occasions in recent months,
we have visited the cemetery and found
the toilets to be locked. Finding
alternative toilets at short notice has
proved difficult. On our most recent
visit we arrived at 2.30pm and found the
toilets to be locked again. My Dad was
desperate so I drove him over to St
George Park to use their facilities. When
we arrived, my Dad tried to use his
special key for the disabled toilet, only
to find that someone, presumably from
the council, had locked the door at the
top so his disabled key. 
The only other option was to try and use
the normal Gents at the park. This toilet
had two very large steps down to it and
no hand rail. It was difficult but I
managed to help him into a cubicle but
then went back outside to wait as there
were other men using the urinals.
After a while, a man came out to say
someone was stuck in one of the
cubicles and was calling out for me in
panic. I rushed back to the cubicle and
found my Dad was stuck as there was no
handle on the inside of the door and

when it closed, he had no way of getting
out. As he is registered blind he would
not have noticed this when he pushed
the door closed. My Dad was very
distressed when I got to him and as I got
him back out of the toilets he kept
apologising as he felt he was being a
nuisance.
I was so upset at what had happened that
I tried to call the number on the toilets to
lodge a complaint, but there was no
answer. 
I wanted to bring this to your attention
as I would really hate to think that any
other old or disabled person would have
to go through the trauma that my Dad
had to suffer last week. 
All he wanted to do was to spend some
peaceful time at my Mum’s graveside
but was unable to do so because of the
absolutely terrible state these places are
kept in. 
I can’t believe my Dad is the only
disabled person who has problems with
the cemetery and park toilets.
Name and address withheld

Support on offer from
Royal British Legion
Dear Sir  
Are you ex-service and need some kind
of help?
The Royal British Legion supports
members of the Armed Forces, veterans
and their families. If you need help, call
the Contact Centre helpline on 0808 802
8080 from 8am to 8pm, seven days a
week (calls are free from landlines and
main mobile networks) for all inquiries.
Graham Downing CBE
Poppy Appeal organiser 
Bitton & Oldland branch of the RBL

Why Saltford needs a
bypass
Dear Stephen   
I, and I am sure many people in Saltford,
will be pleased to note Cllr Mark
Shelford's statement in Issue 497 that
the prospect of a bypass for Saltford is
not dead and that it does not have to
include additional housing, an argument
put up by many so say
environmentalists. 
I urge our council to get on with this
matter. The technical aspects of a bypass
need to be addressed now. 
It was recently reported that there are
around 60,000 premature deaths from
nitrogen dioxide in the UK. Saltford is
the only village in B&NES to suffer
excessive levels of nitrogen dioxide.
London is taking many measures to
reduce the levels, whereas Saltford will
only suffer from the huge increases in
housing in Bath, Keynsham and East
Bristol. 
It is not credible to think that this will
not lead to even more cars, even if
other means of transport are
introduced. Already we have at many
times of the day, slow-moving solid
traffic from The Globe to Broadmead
roundabout. 
A bypass would solve that and could
be paid for by the savings to the
economy in the reduced cost of fuel as
the vehicles travelled with lower MPG
and the Health Service would have
less patients. 
Ever hopeful.
Reg Williams
Saltford

LETTERS

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



Here are images from
some of the events held
locally to mark
Remembrance Sunday.
Wreaths were laid at the
gates to Keynsham
Memorial Park following a
parade and service at St
John’s Church.
There was also a short

service at the Somerdale
war memorial in
Keynsham, which lists the
136 Fry’s employees who
died in the Great War and a
further 40 Second World
War servicemen and
company workers who
died in the Blitz.
In Warmley there was a

parade from the
community centre to the
war memorial for a service
and two-minute silence.
And the refurbished
Warmley Signal Box was
open for people to see the
roll of honour which
commemorates the 203
railway personnel in the
Midland Railway Com-
pany’s Goods Department
who enrolled for military
service in World War One,
many of whom never
returned home. 
The Grade 2 listed
building at the side of the
Bristol & Bath Railway
Path is usually open to the
public every Saturday
afternoon. 
Pictured on Remembrance
Sunday holding the roll of
honour, which he located 
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Crossword ACROSS
1. Abducted (9)

6. Yes vote (3)

8. Root vegetable (7)

9. Small fragment (5)

10. Edible fat (4)

11. Harden (3)

13. German city (4)

14. Pulsate (5)

16. Tufted beard (6)

18. Elk (6)

19. Narrow lane (5)

21. In the middle of (4)

22. Boy (3)

23. Wind instrument (4)

27. Shelf (5)

28. Young tree (7)

30. Expected (3)

31. Mid-morning
snack (9)

DOWN

1. Sleep (inf.) (3)

2. Lament (5)

3. Female relative (4)

4. Condiment (6)

5. Twilight (4)

6. Based on
hypothesis (1,6)

7. Costly (9)

10. Indicated (9)

11. Hard covering (5)

12. Pulled behind (5)

14. Beverage (3)

15. Alcove (3)

17. Mythical Greek
princess (7)

20. Famous film dog (6)

24. Ecstasy (5)

25. Apportion (4)

26. Church recess (4)

29. Domestic fuel (3)

St George

Band
night at
St Aidan’s
As part of the Arts at St
Aidan’s programme, the
Bristol East &
Kingswood Brass Band
will be playing at the
church in Fir Tree Lane
on Tuesday 5th
December.
The band will be playing
seasonal and other
music. Seats are £7 (£6
concessions) and you
pay on the door. The
price includes interval
refreshments.
Doors open at 7pm for a
7.30pm start.

We will remember

Graham Darby Somerdale



in a Bristol archive a
couple of years ago, is the
Signal Box’s curator
Graham Darby. He was the
last signalman to work at
the box before it was taken
out of use in 1968.
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Kingswood

Praise for ‘warm
and caring’
pre-school

them

Ofsted has praised Courtney Ladybirds Pre-School in a
report which it now rates as Good. 
During a visit last month, the inspector praised the
manager’s “passionate drive” to continually improve.
She said staff benefit greatly from a highly effective
programme of training and development which
positively impacts on children's learning.
Children enjoy their time at the pre-school and thrive in
a warm and caring environment. Staff know children and
their families well and place a clear priority on
promoting healthy lifestyles and increasing children’s
self-help and independence skills.
All children are said to make good progress and gain
skills for the next stage of their development.
The pre-school, which is based at Courtney Primary
School, has 53 children on the roll.

Warmley parade

Honouring the fallen in Keynsham   Pic John Aldridge
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Keynsham 

Get a taste of new café deli
The opening of a new café
on Temple Street has
already caused a lot of
interest. Far from being
‘not another coffee shop’,
the Temple Street Canteen
has brought a new brand
of catering to a part of
town where independent
traders are in the
ascendency.
Owner Stefan Edwards has
come from a totally
different background - he
spent eight years organising
music festivals in

Cheltenham, but always had
a strong belief in food
ethics. He developed those
beliefs and began to learn

the ropes of the industry
when he went to work at the
Spike Island Café in Bristol.
“The owners were
incredibly helpful and
showed me the
administrative and
paperwork side of running a
café,” says Stefan.
When it came to choosing a
location for his ‘food with a
conscience’ venture, he
looked over a wide area
with venues in Clevedon
and Cheddar. “There was a
feel about Keynsham,” he

told us when we met for
coffee last week. “Everyone
was so supportive and it was
clear that this end of Temple

Street was already home to a
number of small, indepen-
dent businesses like I
wanted mine to be.” The
café occupies the former
computer games store,
opposite the library building
and next door to the 73
degrees bicycle store.
So what makes the Temple
Street Canteen stand out?
With no food actually
cooked on the premises, the
menu is by definition a
simple one. But the soup
and the tarts are freshly
prepared and change each
day, as does the range of
toasties and cakes. As well
as a simple place to drop in
for a coffee or lunch, the
Temple Street Canteen is
also a delicatessen selling
locally and ethically
produced cured meats and
cheeses - any of these are
used in the menu options
each day.
Having ‘soft opened’ just
over three weeks ago,
Stefan and his team have
been overwhelmed with
both the business levels and
the positive reaction from
local customers. A large
number have already
redeemed their first loyalty
cards (nine stamps) and the
Temple Street Canteen is
already becoming a meeting
place for parents, friends
and informal groups. This is
something Stefan is hoping
the develop with the first-
floor seating area which his

just being completed. With
comfortable sofas and
children’s toys, it provides a
discreet area for young
families to meet. It can also
cater for any groups or
societies looking for an
informal meeting place.
With a simple décor and a
range of fayre that is both
ethically sourced and
lovingly prepared, the
Temple Street Canteen

brings a new offering to a
part of Keynsham which is
on the up.

The upstairs lounge 

The café 

Stefan Edwards 



People living in the New
Cheltenham area of
Kingswood are being told
to use the Post Office
branch in Kings Chase
Shopping Centre or the
one in Lodge Causeway
while their local one
remains closed.
Councillors in Kings Chase
have received a number of
inquiries from local
residents, including the
South Glos Disability
Action Group, about the
status of the branch on New
Cheltenham Road but only
last week received a letter
from the network operations
manager for Post Office Ltd
John Bourke, who
apologised for the late

notification.
Mr Bourke said that the
closure on 23rd August was
“for operational reasons”
and added: “I can assure you
that we are working to
resume Post Office services
at New Cheltenham Road
and I would like to
apologise for any
inconvenience this
temporary closure may
cause to people locally. 
“In the interim, we hope that
our customers will continue
to use the Post Office and
full details of alternative
services in the area are
shown at the end of this
letter.”
The alternative branches
given are the one in

WHSmith in Kingswood,
which is just over half a
mile away, or Mayfield Park
Post Office on Lodge
Causeway, which is 1.2
miles away.
Mr Bourke has assured the
councillors they will be kept
advised of developments in
due course.
Kings Chase councillor
Martin Farmer told The
Week In: “We’re obviously
concerned about the uphill
trek for elderly and disabled
residents to the nearest Post
Office in Kingswood.”
And this week Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore said he
would be contacting Post
Office Ltd’s regional office
to find out what the current

situation is. 
He said: “I've worked
closely with them ensuring
disabled access was a
priority at the Crown Post
Office branch move from
Hanham Road to Kings
Chase Shopping Centre,
but Kingwood’s geography

and hills makes it vital
that there is a Post Office
in the New Cheltenham
area. 
“I hope this is a temporary
closure, especially as the
Post Office committed to
keeping it open during their
last consultation.”

The public consultation on
plans to relocate Saltford
Post Office has been ceased
“with immediate effect” but
the reason is as yet unclear.
Post Office Ltd had been
consulting the community
on the proposed relocation
from Saltford Flowers on
Bath Road to the McColl’s
store 200 metres away.
In the consultation, which
had been due to end on 14th

November, it said the
current postmaster wants to
end their contract and the
move to McColl’s would
keep Post Office services
locally and provide
improved facilities and
longer opening times to
customers.
But in a statement on Post
Office Ltd’s website, under
the headline ‘Proposed
Move to New Premises’, it

says: “The proposed new
operator has decided not to
progress their application to
operate this branch.
“The local consultation
period on the proposed
relocation of this branch has
therefore ceased with
immediate effect.”
It adds that the branch
will continue to operate
from the current site at this
time.

A McColl’s spokesperson
told us: “We can confirm
that we are no longer
planning on relocating the
Saltford Post Office to the
McColl’s in the village.”
However, they were unable
to comment on the reason.

The Week In has also asked
Post Office Ltd to comment
on the reason the
consultation has ceased and
what happens next but had
not had a response before
our deadline for this week’s
issue.
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Kingswood 

Concern for elderly and disabled
customers as PO branch remains closed

McColl’s pulls out of Saltford
Post Office relocation plans

New Cheltenham Road branch
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Smart thinking as
you prepare your
home for winter
Smart meters will soon be rolled out
across the country for free, providing you
with up-to-date information on how
much gas and electric you’re using via
monitors in the home, as well as
providing exact readings to suppliers to
ensure you’re only charged for what you
use. 
Your energy supplier must offer you a smart
meter by 2020 but you don’t have to have
one. Here are some more reasons why you
might want to consider it: 
• Smart meters mean you will not need

anyone from an energy company to visit
your home to read your meter.

• Smart meters will allow customers who
prepay for their energy to top up via their
mobile or online.

• Smart meters mean you could choose to
use energy during times of the day when
it’s cheapest.

• Smart meters will help energy companies
to know when you’ve lost power (for
example, if you’ve have been cut off in a
storm).

Now the weather has turned colder, many of
us are turning our heating on, making it the
most expensive season when it comes to
energy use. Here are some tips on reducing
your energy bills:  
• Check to see if you could save money by

switching to another energy supplier or
tariff. Have a look at comparison websites,
such as Citizens Advice.

• Check to see if your energy company can
offer you any grants to improve your home

or get money off your bill (particularly
Warm Home discount if you are in receipt
of benefits, which takes £140 a year off
your bill) or call the Centre for Sustainable
Energy for advice on 0800 082 2234.

• Check if there are any improvements you
can make to your home. Some examples
include plugging gaps in floors, walls etc.
with draught-proofing, secondary glazing
and boosting loft insulation. A Cold
Homes Energy Efficiency Survey
(https://cheeseproject.co.uk) can help
identify areas that need addressing.

• Update your light bulbs to LED bulbs, this
will save 90% off your lighting bill if you
still have traditional bulbs. 

Keynsham

Meadows shops to be
converted into flats
Taylor Wimpey has been granted planning permission
by B&NES Council to convert the ground floor retail
units included in the Meadows housing development
into nine flats.
When the 285-home development was granted planning
permission on appeal in 2011, the Government inspector
stated at the time: "I consider that conditions in respect
of school and residential travel plans, cycle parking and
the timing of the provision of the retail units and
employment and office floorspace would be necessary in
the interests of sustainable development." 
However, a clause included in the Section 106
agreement which was subsequently drawn up between
the council and the developer allowed for change of use
in the event that occupiers were not found for the retail
units after a year of marketing. Taylor Wimpey was able
to demonstrate that the site had been extensively
marketed between August 2015 and 2016 but no tenants
had been found.
Keynsham Town Council objected to the change of use
proposal both on the grounds of sustainable
development and the scale and design of the proposed
apartments.
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Bath & North East
Somerset Council has
thanked residents for their
patience and support in
helping to make the first
week of new rubbish
collections work. 
Household waste is now
being collected every
fortnight instead of weekly

and households have been
provided with wheelie bins
or reusable rubbish bags.
Recycling and food waste
continue to be collected
every week.
There was a problem with
some properties receiving
the wrong information
leaflet about their new

collection day, among them
residents of Chandos Road
in Keynsham.
The council said that out of
the 78,000 information
packs delivered to residents,
around 200 properties
received the wrong leaflet. 
A spokesman told us: “We
have hand-delivered letters

including the correct
collection calendar to those
affected.”
The council also said on
Friday that in the past week
alone it had received more
than 3,000 requests for
additional recycling
containers to help people
recycle even more every
week: “We’ve got additional
staff and trucks delivering
them, but it may take a few
weeks to get to everyone.”
If you don’t want to wait,
you can collect them from
the council’s recycling
centres in Keynsham, Bath
and Midsomer Norton.
Alternatively you can
continue to put your
recycling out in other
suitable containers while
you are waiting.  
A council spokesperson
added: “Feedback shows
that the majority of
residents are putting their
waste out with no problems

and on their new collection
day. The council says crews
are managing the new bins,
vehicles and routes well and
are completing their rounds
successfully. However
crews have reported that
there is still some confusion
about the new collection
day with a small number of
people putting their rubbish
out on the wrong day and
week.”
Over 4,500 people have
already signed up to the text
reminder service to help
them remember when to put
their rubbish out. If you
would like a text reminder
text your postcode to 07520
631700. 
If you are still waiting for
your new bin or bag and you
haven’t let the council know
already, email
councilconnect@bathnes.go
v.uk or call  01225 394000
to make sure you’re on the
list. 
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B&NES 

Residents thanked for
their recycling efforts

Kingswood 

Parking spaces come back into
use as new supermarket opens

Lidl’s new store on Halls Road in
Kingswood will open its doors to
customers at 8am tomorrow (Thursday).  
The supermarket, which will be the largest
Lidl store in the Bristol area, has created
around 40 new jobs.
It has been built on the site of the former
Co-op store and building work has meant
the free shoppers’ car park has been out of

use for most of the year.
There had been concern about the impact
on trade in Kingswood town centre with
the temporary loss of around 200 parking
spaces so Kingswood Business
Association stepped in to negotiate a
period of free weekend parking at Kings
Chase Shopping Centre, as well as free
weekend parking at the Civic Centre.
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Concern about access to a
footpath over the Hanham
Hills being blocked by
rubble was raised at last
week’s meeting of
Hanham Abbots Parish
Council.
Cllr Chrissie Cushing

showed colleagues photos
of the blocked kissing gates
for Footpath PHA/28, off
Court Farm Road, and also a
sign attached to one of the
gates which informs
walkers: ‘Private access for
residents only and

continues: ‘The public
footpath is to your right at
the bottom of the field.
‘Roaming dogs off the lead
beyond this point. 
We will not be held

responsible for any
incidents. Thank you.’
The council is taking the
matter up with South
Gloucestershire Council’s
rights of way officer.

Hanham Abbots 

Concern over blocked kissing gates Whitchurch

Pre-school
keeping up
the good
work
St Nicholas Pre-School has
been retained its Good rating
from Ofsted.
Inspector Linda Harvey said
that staff provide a wide
range of learning
opportunities and children
behave well, make good
progress, develop good
communication and
language skills and engage
confidently in conversations
with adults.
Managers and staff develop
strong relationships with
parents and prepare children
emotionally for school.
There are 31 children on the
roll at the pre-school which
meets in St Nicholas Church
Hall in Church Road.
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A new consultation in
under way focusing on the
city council’s draft five-
year plan, its 2018-19
budget proposals and a
range of ways to close its
budget gap of £108m
between April 2018 and
April 2023.
The ‘Tough Times, High
Hopes’ consultation inclu-
des draft proposals which

outline ways to make the
£52m of savings required
next year (2018/19).
Through it people are able
to give their feedback on
these, as well as council tax
and Adult Social Care levy
proposals.
Everyone who lives, works
and visits Bristol is invited
to review the draft
Corporate Strategy and

budget proposals and have
their say through the
consultation, which is open
now at www.bristol.gov.uk/
corpstrategy
There is also a new version
of the council’s Budget
Simulator. People can use
the online tool to try dealing
with the budget gap and to
better understand the
consequences of making

savings. It is available at
http://bristol.budgetsimulat
or.com
However, the budget sim-
ulator is not a formal part of
the consultation process and
people are advised to
complete the main survey
alongside it.
The council is also
consulting on four specific
savings proposals – cuts to

the parks budget; removal
of remaining funding
supporting neighbourhood
action; increasing income
generation and efficiency
across the culture services;
and considering whether to
make parents who place
their child voluntarily in the
care of the authority pay
something towards that care
if they can afford to.
Marvin Rees, Mayor of
Bristol said: “Bristol is a
successful city that has
much to be proud of. We
want everyone to share in
that success and have real
hope and aspiration.
“We face many challenges
in achieving that, not least a
£108m budget gap over the
next five years as we try to
deal with the consequences
of austerity, increased costs
and the rising population in
the city.
“These are tough times but
we’re getting a real grip on
the challenge and have high
hopes for Bristol’s conti-
nued success. This success
needs to include everyone
and empower local people.
“We will do our utmost to
protect our services, but we
must be more than solely a
service provider. We want to
be more of a development
organisation which
empowers people, working

far more in partnership to
make this happen. These are
not easy decisions and your
views will help us shape
Bristol’s future.”
People can give their
feedback until midnight on
Sunday 17th December. 

Printed versions of the
documents are available in
children’s centres and
libraries. Printed copies and
alternative formats can also
be obtained by emailing
consultation@bristol.gov.uk
or calling 0117 9222848.

Bristol 

Have your say in how Bristol
can close its £108m budget gap

Keynsham

ArtSpace prepares
for Christmas
The Keynsham ArtSpace group is busy with
preparations for Christmas.
As in previous years, a pop-up shop opened this week at
23 Temple Street (next door to Baby & Co) which will
be selling art and craftwork from Tuesdays to Saturdays
until 16th December. Opening times are 10am to 4pm.
Some members will also be displaying 2D artwork in
the Libourne Lounge on the 1st floor of the Keynsham
One Stop Shop from 17th November through to 15th
December while on Friday 24th November, the night of
the Winter Festival, some 3D exhibits will also be on
display in the Fear Hall. 
Another established Christmas tradition in Keynsham is
the Festival of Trees in St John’s Church from 8th-10th
December. This year, there will be decorations using
glass, ceramics and laser-cut wood. Many of these will
also be on sale at the pop-up shop.

Marvin Rees



Campaigners against plans to
dig up 300 acres of the Green
Belt around Whitchurch
Village to build 2,500 homes
spoke passionately to
councillors last Thursday.
Paul May, who represents the
village on Bath & North East
Somerset Council, told his
fellow councillors that the
proposals, which form part of
the Joint Spatial Plan, are
“flawed, harmful and not
sustainable”.
But the Conservative-con-
trolled council approved the
JSP - the first such joint
planning approach in the UK,
which takes into account the
impact that development in one
area has across council
boundaries. It will see 14,500
homes built in B&NES over
the next two decades including
around 1,100 in Keynsham on
about 200 acres between the
river and the railway line.
South Gloucestershire coun-
cillors also approved the JSP
last week (see opposite page)
while Bristol city and North
Somerset councillors were
considering it at their
respective meetings last night
(Tuesday). Some 33,5000 new
homes are planned for Bristol
and 25,000 in North Somerset.
Subject to approval by the four
councils, the public
consultation opens next
Wednesday (22nd November)
and runs until 10th January.  All
feedback received will be sent
to the Secretary of State for
review and approval next year.
Whitchurch currently has

around 1,000 residents and the
new proposed new homes will
add 8,000. Parish councillor
Alyson Lampard, who has
lived and worked in
Whitchurch for over 20 years,
told the B&NES meeting: “We
have very few facilities, no
local shop, no medical centre,
no bank or post office. Most of
the people who live here are
reliant on a car to get about,
even if it’s to buy a pint of milk
or a newspaper.”
She said the village will shortly
be welcoming 200 more houses
which are being built on the
HorseWorld site, “a huge
increase in the overall
population without any
improvements to our terribly
congested roads”.
She added that most of

Whitchurch’s working resi-
dents commute, “often spen-
ding hours in vehicles on the
slow road into the city”.
“We have no other transport
links. Other locations already
have a ring road, a railway, a
river, employment, adequate
schools and shops. Whitchurch
Village does not. And don’t
forget the fastest growing
section of our UK population;
why would we isolate out
elderly and vulnerable away

from the framework that they
need - easy access to a 24-hour
hospital, community centres,
post office, parks etc. We
cannot offer any of these.”
She added: “Where is the
fairness and logic in placing all
these houses in Whitchurch
Village? This is not the words
of a NIMBY - we just don’t tick
any of the boxes provided for
sustainable development in the
National Planning Policy
Framework.”
Another Whitchurch parish
councillor, Rachel Chandler,
said: “The proposal for the
development of 2,500 homes in
Whitchurch Village is termed
‘village extension’. In fact this
proposal is village decimation.
There will be no Whitchurch
Village.” 
She also denied that they were
being NIMBYs in Whitchurch
Village, adding that the village
had already taken considerably
more than its fair share for
B&NES of development. She
pointed out that sites in Bristol,
including Long Ashton, had
been discounted for residential
development because residents
valued their Green Belt. “Did
the planning department value
their feelings above ours?” she
asked.
She added that the A37 and
roads and lanes around the
village are already at “breaking
point” and air pollution is a
serious issue.
And she called the proposed
building of a road through
Stockwood Vale to link to
Hicks Gate “a serious waste of

public money when the site
could be placed at Hicks Gate
and the money be spent to build
a link road that really would
make a difference to our
communities and the villages
on the A37”. She said that
building from Chelwood to link
to the M4 would be a common-
sense approach to a longer-
term issue and be far more
forward-thinking.
Mary Walsh, who has been a
resident of Whitchurch for 35
years, asked the councillors:
“Why are you obsessed in
destroying our village with
plans to make a sprawling
carbuncle of housing only
popular with developers?
Surely there must be a better
way.”
She said she had sympathy for

the people of nearby Pensford
who also have to deal with
pollution and traffic on the
A37. Like Rachel Chandler,
she called for a link road from
Chelwood to link with the
motorway system.
Responding to their comments,
council leader Tim Warren said
that alongside the JSP was the
Joint Transport Plan and the
stipulation was that if the
infrastructure doesn’t get built,
the houses don’t get built.
He added: “Whitchurch is a
lovely village but overall it is
essential that we take this plan
forward to the next stage of
consultation.”
The meeting heard that only
0.3% of the Green Belt in
B&NES will be lost under the
JSP proposals.
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‘We need more
social housing’
During the debate by B&NES councillors on the Joint
Spatial Plan, Keynsham South councillor Alan Hale
said his “real concern” is that there isn’t enough social
housing being built.
He said: “It’s just not coming at the pace it needs to
come at. And it annoys me significantly when every
document and every word that’s spoken is about
affordable housing. 
“If you haven’t got any money you can’t afford housing.
You need something which is rentable and which your
housing benefit, or sadly now Universal Credit, will
help you to pay for. But the more we keep on using the
word affordable, the more we take away from knowing
that we do need more social, rentable houses.”

B&NES 

Whitchurch bears the brunt of
new housing requirements 

Mary Walsh



South Gloucestershire
Council has approved the
Joint Spatial Plan (JSP)
which will see 32,500
homes built across the
district over the next two
decades. 
The Labour Group abstained
in last Wednesday’s vote,
saying they supported the

need to address the housing
crisis but had lost confidence
in the way the Tory-
controlled council has
operated behind the scenes.
They criticised the “culture
of concealment” after
campaigners from the group
Thornbury Residents
Against Poorly Planned

Development released
Freedom of Information
evidence that a council
planning officer had
suggested that problems with
the proposed new garden
village of 3,000 homes at
Buckover could be “fudged”. 
Labour Group leader Pat
Rooney has written to the

council’s chief executive
asking for a discussion on
the way the authority shares
information with councillors.

She said: “Labour
councillors are shocked and
angry to discover what
officials had been saying,
and that we had to find out
from members of the public.
This has further dented our
confidence in the way the
council is operating under
the Tories.”   
The Lib Dems voted against
the JSP with their councillor
for Westerleigh Claire Young
warning that the plan could
prove a gift to big housing
developers, saying: “Much
of the housing in this plan is
concentrated in just five
locations - Buckover,
Charfield, Coalpit Heath,
Thornbury, and Yate. Coalpit
Heath alone is expected to
double in size with an extra
1,800 houses. 
“Not only will this place
undue stress on those few
communities, there is a very
real risk that developers will
argue the market in these
areas won’t bear them
building as quickly as
expected – so they should
have permission to build
elsewhere too. These sorts of
speculative developments
are already happening, and

are a big problem for local
communities. The plan will
just risk making the problem
worse.” 
The plans for the Coalpit
Heath and Nibley area
involve taking land out of the
Green Belt in what
campaigners argue is one of
the narrowest section of the
Green Belt in the West of
England.
After the meeting, council
leader Matthew Riddle said:
“Labour and the Liberal
Democrats are cynically
using an 18-month-old email
from one council officer to
justify opposing a plan to
make home ownership and
affordable rent a reality for
thousands of local people.
By allocating new sites for
development covering a tiny

percentage of South
Gloucestershire, we are
better able to protect
everywhere else from
speculative development.
“Opposition councillors
have been searching
continuously for reasons to
oppose and they don’t put
forward any constructive
proposals of their own.” 
He admitted the language in
that email was
“inappropriate” but added:
“What we have seen since
then is significantly more
technical work on
understanding transport
solutions.” 

A Keynsham councillor has slated the town’s
rail service, saying it’s currently causing
“absolute misery” for passengers. 
Charles Gerrish, who represents Keynsham
North on B&NES Council, was speaking
during the debate on the Joint Spatial Plan at
last Thursday’s meeting. 
He said: “There are huge areas of the transport

strategy which
one must take
with a pinch of
salt. A lot of it is
dreaming and
wishful thinking. 
“One of the
objectives is to
increase the use of
public transport.

Well, for people who have been travelling by
train from Keynsham of late it has been an
absolute misery - regular cancellation of trains,
overcrowded trains, short coaches, the lot.
“They are going to lose passengers from the
railways unless they can sort this out as a
matter of priority because at the moment
people are saying to me, what’s the point of

trying and standing on that platform for half an
hour and then being told, oh the train’s not
stopping cause it’s already too full. 
“Equally they’ve taken to stopping the inter-
city at Keynsham because the train through to
Bath is taken off. So if you are on an inter-city
train to London the last thing to you want to do
is to have stop at a local station. 
“This is not the way the railways should
operate and unless they can sort that out as far
as I’m concerned, I think the transport plan of
the West of England is destined to fail.”
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South Glos 

Lib Dems oppose plan for 32,500 
new homes while Labour abstains

Councillor highlights
‘appalling misery’ for
Keynsham rail passengers

Charles Gerrish

Claire Young

Pat Rooney
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Keynsham Rugby Club will switch on its
new floodlights at Crown Field this
weekend following completion of a
£100,000 investment project.
The club received a grant of £54,000 after
being awarded Legacy Status by the Rugby
Football Union (RFU). Following the 2015
Rugby World Cup in England the RFU has
identified a number of initiatives around the
country to club rugby membership and
participation. 
The remainder of the cost is being raised
through Keynsham Rugby Club’s own
sponsorship and fundraising activities.
Club chairman Jim Brooks said: “We are
delighted that our project has won approval
following its original identification by
Somerset RFU. We will now have some of
the best facilities in the area that local
people from Keynsham, Saltford and South
East Bristol can use during the week.”
Added club president John Hibbitt: “This

investment by the RFU is excellent news.
Keynsham Rugby Club has had an
enthusiastic group of hard-working
volunteers and this funding will enable them
to do even more for young people in the
community in the future.”
The official switch-on takes place on Friday
17th November with a game between a
Presidents’ XV and the PA Trust XV (kick-
off 7.30pm). Representatives from the
Somerset RFU and local council will also be
attending.
Meanwhile Keynsham Rugby Club also
received recognition when forward Jack
Weston was selected to represent Bristol
United against a Combined Forces team at
Ashton Gate last week. It is traditional for
Bristol to select players from local clubs to
play alongside its professional players in
matches such as this and Jack took part in a
thrilling match in front of a crowd of nearly
3,000.

Longwell Green Comm-
unity Centre is laying on
a traditional roast dinner
on Christmas Day for
people who would
otherwise be alone.
Bookings are being taken
now for the three-course
lunchtime meal which
includes soup, turkey and
mince pies. The cost is
£10. Contact the centre
on 0117 932 3722.

South Glos Council’s enforcement camera car will be out and
about in Hanham to tackle the ongoing problem of poor
parking near the local schools.
It comes after an ambulance answering a 999 call was unable
to get through the narrow gap in Rangers Walk about 8.45 one
morning last month and ended up having to take a diversion to
reach their patient.
The issue was raised at last Tuesday night’s meeting of
Hanham Abbots Parish Council, as was a similar problem with
parking on both sides of the road in the lower part of
Ellacombe Road in Longwell Green where there are no double
yellow lines.
South Western Ambulance Service NHS Foundation Trust
(SWASFT) reminds motorists to park sensibly to avoid
obstructing routes that could cause delays to emergency
vehicles.
It urges them when parking in narrow roads to have a look
around and think about whether there would be enough space
for an emergency vehicle to get through.
“In an emergency situation seconds lost can cost lives and it is
vital that our staff and responder volunteers can get to the
scene of an incident as quickly as possible.”

Hanham 

Crackdown on
‘school run’ parking
after 999 crew
couldn’t get through

Keynsham 

New floodlights
for rugby club

Longwell Green 

Christmas
invitation
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The popular Carols and Steam
event returns this year on the Avon
Valley Railway.
Steam your way from Bitton Station
for an open-air carol service with
Unity Brass Band on Saturday 3rd
December at 6.45pm for 7pm.
The trip goes to Oldland, back to
Bitton for refreshments, and then to
Avon Riverside before returning to

Bitton.
Advance booking is essential and
people are invited to bring a torch
or lantern and to wear suitable
clothing if wet. For more details and
to book tickets call Clive and Joan
Sutton on 0117 9323978.
All profits and collections will go to
the charities Action for Children
and Railway Children.

Carols and Steam
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Police have recovered specialist equipment
for a disabled child which was stolen in a
burglary in Park Road.
Thieves gained access to the property by
reaching through a cat flap to unlock the door
overnight from Sunday 5th to Monday 6th
November.
A member of the public found the Eyegaze
communication device in a bin in Staple Hill
on the night of Tuesday 7th November.
A man was arrested in connection with the
burglary at 1.40pm that day. He was later
released under investigation.
Anyone with any information which could
help the ongoing police investigation can get in
touch through the police website,
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/contact, or
by calling 101, quoting reference 5217253575.
Alternatively ring the independent charity
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
Police have the following home security tips: 

• Lock up and set the alarm, if you have one, at
night as well as when you go out.

• Make sure your door is locked by turning the
key – some 'paddle and stub'-handled doors
might seem to be locked by lifting the handle,
but can still be opened from outside.

• Never leave the key in the lock or in sight of
the letterbox.

• Fit a letterbox cage.
• Fit motion-sensing security lights around

your property.
• Keep tools locked up in a secure shed or

garage.
• Make sure garden furniture and wheelie bins

can’t be moved to gain access to upstairs
windows.

If you see anyone acting suspiciously around a
neighbour’s property, call the police straight
away. It’s 999 if a crime is in progress,
otherwise ring 101.

A new all-day restaurant has opened at the Chocolate Quarter.
Called B Block, due to its historic location at the former Cadbury
factory, the 60-cover venue offers breakfast, lunch and dinner,
drinks and cakes. Its wood-fired pizzas are a major part of the
menu. 
B Block’s style incorporates many reclaimed light fittings and
decorative items from the site, creating a stripped-back industrial
feel.
The restaurant is led by chefs Adrian Kirikmaa and Ben Sacree. 
For more information visit www.b-blockpizza.co.uk

Staple Hill 

Equipment recovered
after burglary of
disabled child's home

Keynsham 

New restaurant
opens at the
Chocolate Quarter



Kevin Pearson, Chief Fire
Officer of Avon Fire &
Rescue Service, has died
after a short illness. He

was 58.
He had worked in the fire
and rescue service for 37
years, joining as a

firefighter at Cleveland Fire
Brigade in 1980. At the time
of his death on 4th
November he was the
longest serving fire chief in
the UK.
Interim Chief Fire Officer
Mick Crennell said: “This
desperately sad news has
come as a total shock to all
of us at Avon Fire & Rescue
Service. Kevin was an
experienced and capable
Chief Fire Officer who was
respected and held in
extremely high regard by
his staff and those who
knew him.
“Although we have been
aware for some time that
Kevin was battling serious
illness, his sudden passing
has come as a huge shock to
all his family, friends and
staff at Avon Fire & Rescue

Service.”
He added: “Although I
didn’t know Kevin
personally, I know from
those who worked closely
with him he was a man of
huge strength of character
who had the support and
respect of his staff. He
achieved a great deal and
must take credit for all that
is good about Avon Fire &
Rescue Service.”
Mr Pearson will receive a
full fire and rescue service
funeral.
Both he and his deputy
Lorraine Houghton had
been suspended from Avon
Fire & Rescue Service in the
summer following a report
on behalf of the Home
Office into the way Avon
Fire Authority has been run
for the last six years. 
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Chief Fire Officer dies

Kevin Pearson

St George

Christmas
fair
There will be a
Christmas fair at St
Michael’s Church, on the
corner of the Kingsway
and Two Mile Hill Road,
on Saturday 25th
November from 11am to
2pm.
Attractions will include
home-made baking,
books, a tombola, bric-a-
brac and a craft stall.
Father Christmas is due
to arrive at 12.30pm.

Keep in touch, let
us know what you

think, send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



Independent Kingswood
accountancy firm Evans &
Partners has been named
Small Practice of the Year
2017 in the UK’s Practice
Excellence Awards.
This category was the most
highly contested at the
awards ceremony in London
last month, with stiff
competition from 72 other
accountancy firms nation-

wide.
Olly Evans, director at Evans
& Partners, whose offices are
in Bank Road, said they were
delighted to win such a
significant award. 
He said: “We were one of the
UK’s early adopters of cloud
technology, recognising the
benefits of smart software to
help Bristol businesses back
in 2010.  I was always
immensely frustrated that we
were reporting historic
financials to our clients,
looking backwards and not
planning for their future.”
Using Xero cloud technology
has enabled Evans & Partners
to shift the emphasis from
compliance work to business
advisor. With ‘real-time
accounting’ the firm’s SME
(small and medium-sized
enterprises) clients can see
how their business is

performing right now and
plan for future success. 
The firm, which was
established in 1943 and
celebrates its 75th
anniversary next year, was

also a finalist for Accounting
Partner of the Year at the
Xero awards at ExCeL.
Mr Evans added: “Innovation
and outstanding client service
have always been top of the

agenda ever since my
grandfather’s day. 
Today we score 4.5/5 for
client service and I think
Stanley Evans would have
been proud.”
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SITUATIONS VACANT

National award for Kingswood firm

Olly Evans



The Christmas period is a
time for celebration, but if
you are looking after
someone with an illness or
disability it can mean
added demands on top of
an already stressful day-
to-day life. 
A local charity, Carers
Support Centre, is dedicated
to supporting unpaid carers
and offers a range of
services for carers of all
ages living in Bristol and
South Gloucestershire. 
If you help look after family
or friends who could not
manage without this help,

you are a carer. This could
be caring for a relative,
partner or friend who is ill,
frail, disabled or has mental
health or substance misuse
problems. 
The variety of tasks a carer
takes on can be broad. They
can include practical tasks,
such as cooking, cleaning,
washing, ironing, paying
bills, financial management
and engaging appropriate
services; personal care such
as bathing, dressing, lifting,
administering medication
and collecting prescriptions;
and emotional support, such

as listening, advocacy,
problem solving, motivating
and companionship. 
This time of year can place
extra demands on carers so
it's important to find out
what help is out there for
you. 
Keith Sinclair, chief
executive of Carers Support
Centre, said: “Most carers
first contact us through
CarersLine and, when they
do, they are often near
breaking point. Our support
workers guide them through
the range of services
available to make sure they

are getting the best support. 
“Our message to someone
who is caring for a relative
or friend is don't wait for a
crisis. Find out what support
is available now.” 
If you or someone you know
is a carer in need of help,
contact CarersLine for

information, advice and to
access any of Carers
Support Centre's free
services. Call 0117 965
2200 or email carersline@
carerssupportcentre.org.uk 
You can also visit
www.carerssupportcentre.or
g.uk 
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Support for carers this Christmas

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Brislington

Can you help
police with robbery
investigation?
Police want to identify
this man in connection
with an investigation
into a robbery at the Co-
op in Broomhill Road.
A 23-year-old employee
was struck on the head
with a glass bottle as he
tried to stop a thief at
the Broomhill Road
store. He needed
hospital treatment after
suffering cuts to his head.
This incident happened at around 6.30pm on Wednesday
13th September. If you recognise the man in the CCTV
picture or have any information which could help the
police inquiry, call 101 and give the crime reference
number 5217209914.
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Youths have been seen swinging from an electricity power
cable leading to the pavilion on Hanham Common.
The concern was discussed at last Tuesday’s meeting of
Hanham Abbots Parish Council.
The council, which owns the pavilion, said it would ask the
electricity board to provide a cover for the wire and would also
put up a sign warning of the dangers of contact with the cable.
There are currently plans to replace the pavilion. The council
has access to Section 106 funding - money from developers
towards the cost of providing community infrastructure –
towards the cost of a new building and also have some
reserves. A replacement pavilion will need to be within the
curtilage of the current building as Hanham Common is a
registered village green.

There has been a crimewave of damage to vehicles in
Keynsham.
A rock was thrown through a window of a vehicle parked on
Kennet Road during the night of Saturday 4th November.
If you have any information which could help the police, the
crime reference number to quote is 5217253060.
The front and rear number plates from a vehicle parked on
Queens Road were stolen between 5pm on that Saturday and
8am the following day. The crime reference number is
5217252937.
Another vehicle on Queens Road was damaged during the
same time period, when the manufacturer’s emblem was ripped
off the rear and the front number plate damaged. The aerial was
also ripped off. The crime reference number is 5217253293.
Between 7pm on that Saturday and 11am the following day, the
rear number plate was stolen from a vehicle parked on Albert
Road. The crime reference number is 5217253010.
Meanwhile a vehicle parked on Tiberius Road on the
Somerdale estate had its rear window smashed between 11am
and 11.45am on Monday 6th November. The crime reference
number is 5217253878.
Contact the police on 101 or call Crimestoppers anonymously
on 0800 555 111. 

A group of volunteers from St George in
Bloom have replanted and refreshed the
containers at The Kingsway Shopping
Precinct, as well as removing weeds from
the paved areas.
Grenville Johnson, chair and founder of St
George in Bloom, thanked everyone who had
helped, adding: “We wish to encourage as
many residents as possible to help to keep our
local streets within St George clean and tidy,
and also help to keep them free from weeds,

litter, and graffiti. 
“We also thank Rod Pooley and his team from
Bristol City Council’s Blaise Nursery for
supplying and delivering the plants, and to the
local shop and business owners for donating
funds to enable St George in Bloom to enhance
this public area as part of our ‘Grey to Green’
projects. We hope that this project will
continue to enhance our area of the city, and
raise everyone's spirits when they visit this
busy shopping precinct.”

Vandals have damaged the owl wood carving
at the south end of Kingswood Park. 
It was snapped at the base and was left lying
nearby on the ground. At the same time a
young tree was also broken at ground level. 
Jim Whittaker, the secretary of the Friends of
Kingswood Park, said the attack happened
sometime around 27th to 31th October. 
“It is possible that we may be able to refix the
carving in concrete, but it would lose some
height. The young tree cannot be saved. We
have reported the attack to the police. If you
know anyone who might have some
information, contact the police on 101 quoting
the crime reference 5217254869.” 
There have been previous attacks by vandals in
the park. The police ask that any anti-social or

criminal activity witnessed in Kingswood Park
is reported to the police using the 101 number.
In an emergency or if a crime is in progress,
use 999.
On a happier note, the Friends entered
Kingswood Park and the Kingswood Town
Centre in the Royal Horticultural Society ‘It’s
Your Neighbourhood’ assessment and gained a
Level 3 - Advancing award certificate.
Kingswood Town Centre gained a Level 2 -
Advancing’ award. 
Mr Whittaker said: “As this is our first year we
are quite pleased and keen to improve next
year.”
The Royal Horticultural Society was formally
presenting the certificates last night at a
ceremony at The Park Centre in Kingswood.

Kingsway Badminton Club is looking for new
players to join them at Downend Sports Centre
on Wednesdays from 7pm to 9pm.

If you are a badminton player of intermediate
standard and would like to come along, contact
Sandra Woodruff on 0117 9672286.

Hanham  

Youths seen swinging
from power line

St George 

Green-fingered volunteers
enhance the Kingsway

Vandals attack wood
carving in Kingswood Park

Badminton players wanted

Keynsham 

Spate of car vandalism
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Fencing

Events

Events

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

CARPENTRY

& DECORATING

Stuart Olds

T. 0117 2790421

M. 07702 255888
E. stuartolds1@btinternet.com

Over 30 years experience
City & Guild qualifi ed

Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

Blinds

Garden Services
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Directory & What’s On

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Logs

Man Who Can

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Home
Maintenance

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Guttering

Home Help

Garden ServicesGarden Services
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

Venue Hire

TVs

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Roofing

Window Cleaners

Sewing Lessons

Upholstery
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