
105,000 new homes are
needed in the region by
2036 of which only around
60% have currently been
provided for. And it will not

be possible to build the extra
44,000 houses without
taking land from the Bristol
and Bath Green Belt. 
Those are the key

conclusions of the West of
England Joint Spatial Plan
which the public will get to
view their comments on
next month. A final draft of

the report is currently being
considered by the West of
England councils of
B&NES, Bristol, North
Somerset & South

Gloucestershire. 
A dozen strategic deve-
lopment locations have been
identified for additional
housing which include
Whitchurch (2.500 homes),
Keynsham (1.500) and 750
new houses on the site of the
Brislington Park & Ride
once it is located to Hicks
Gate. 
You can read more on pages
6 & 7.
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Roads Minister Jesse
Norman has said that
building a Junction 18a on
the M4 will “be vital to
unlocking the potential for
housing developments in
that area”, a remark which
will do nothing to lift the
“cloud of uncertainty” that
the local MP had just told
him is hanging over
Pucklechurch.
Mr Norman was responding
to a Parliamentary question
last week from MP Luke
Hall, who asked the minister
to speak to Highways
England to rule out
Pucklechurch (the eastern
option) for the junction as
early as possible, calling it an
“undeliverable and
unsupportable proposal” that
would devastate the Green

Belt and divide historic
communities. 
Mr Norman said he would be
talking to Highways
England’s chief executive this
week.
People in Pucklechurch have
been told many times that the
new junction is about
reducing congestion and
unlocking economic potential
- not about housing. And
although housing at
Pucklechurch is not included
in the updated regional Joint
Spatial Plan (JSP) which has
just been published, the
minister’s words imply that
housing is a major part of the
decision process. 
The other option for Junction
18a is Lyde Green where a
massive housing develop-
ment is already well under

way. The nearest areas to
Pucklechurch and Lyde
Green that are earmarked for
major new housing deve-
lopments are Coalpit Heath,
where 1,800 new homes are
mentioned in the JSP, and
Yate, where 2,000 homes are
being mooted.
We understand that letters of
concern have been fired off to
Mr Hall from people in
Pucklechurch, and The Week
In has also asked him to
respond to Mr Norman’s
comment about housing.
There has already been
unease about the consultative
process for Junction 18a,
which closed last week,
including the outcry in
Pucklechurch last month
when the draft Final Report
of the West of England Joint

Transport Study appeared to
indicate from the provisional
cost and 6km long link road
that the new junction and link
will be at Pucklechurch.
South Glos Council has
stressed there is no pre-
determination of the
£500,000 study.
Meanwhile in their formal
submission to the Junction

18a consultation, both Mr
Hall and Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore backed
residents’ opposition to the
eastern proposals and
reiterated that if the eastern
proposals are chosen by the
Highways Agency, they
would both withdraw support
for the necessary funding
from the Government.  

‘Junction 18a vital to unlocking
potential for housing’

Chris Skidmore (l) & Luke Hall (c) met recently with Transport
Secretary Chris Grayling to discuss concerns about the

eastern option



Former Bristol Rovers
Chairman Geoff Dunford
died on Saturday after a
long illness. He was 66.
Paying tribute, the club said it
was saddened to learn of his
death, adding: “Geoff and his
father, Denis, did so much to
keep Rovers going back in
1986 and he will always be
remembered for the major
role he played in the history
of our club.”
In a statement released
through the club his family
said: “It is with great sadness
that we announce the passing
of Geoff Dunford on the
morning of Saturday 21st
October 2017 at 66 years of

age.
“Geoff quietly and peacefully
passed away at home with his
wife Sharon, sons Peter and
Matthew and step-daughters
Jessica, Esther and Kathryn at
his side.
“Geoff had very bravely
battled a long-term illness
and throughout displayed
great courage, humour,
strength and faith.
“Geoff was well known as a
prominent businessman in the
west country, for his
involvement on the board of
Bristol Rovers FC and for the
various charity and
community projects he

supported throughout Bristol.
“At home, he worked just as
tirelessly as a husband, father
and most recently a
grandfather. He will be
greatly missed by us all.

“We ask for family privacy at
this time and details of his

funeral will be announced in
due course.”
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The Justice 4 Ross and
Clare campaign, set up
after the death of the
young couple killed by a
driver with an appalling
list of motoring convic-
tions, has helped to secure
another change in the law. 
On 27th January 2013, Ross
and Clare Simons from
Hillfields were out for an
afternoon ride on their
tandem bike in Hanham
when they were struck and
killed by Nicholas Lovell,

who was fleeing from the
police. The 38-year-old
from Oldland Common had
11 convictions for
disqualified driving and
four for dangerous driving. 
Lovell received the
maximum possible sentence
for killing the couple, but
this amounted to just 10
years and six months. The
judge said at the time that he
wanted to give a longer

sentence, but his hands were
tied.
Since then, the grieving
family of 34-year-old Ross
and  30-year-old Clare –
supported by Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore - have
worked hard to secure
changes in the law to get
tougher sentences. They
have already campaigned
successfully for an
increased punishment for 
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Ministry of Justice agreesArmistice Day in
Keynsham 
Due to stricter road closure applications, for Armistice Day
Keynsham Royal British Legion will not be observing the two-
minute silence at the Memorial Gates on Bath Hill on Armistice
Day (Saturday 11th November).
St John’s Church will be opening the church doors at 10.45am
until 11.15am where the Legion will be observing the two-
minute silence at 11am. The vicar will say a prayer inside the
church where the plaques naming the fallen are. This will be
followed by the Bearing of Standards and the Last Post. 
The Legion says that anyone wishing to come to the church to
observe the silence is more than welcome. The traditional
Remembrance Sunday (12th November) parade and service at
the Memorial Park gates remains unchanged from previous
years.

Ross & Clare



drivers who kill while
disqualified, with sentences
rising from a minimum of
two years to 10 years. 
Earlier this year Mr
Skidmore, Ross's parents
Dawn and Edwin Simons,
and his sister Kelly
Woodruff met the Justice
Secretary Liz Truss to
discuss a consultation on the
maximum sentence for
dangerous driving offences
being increased from 14
years to life imprisonment.
And after overwhelmingly
public support for tougher
sentences, the Ministry of
Justice announced last week
that it will be increasing the
maximum penalty to life.
Ministers also confirmed
that they will introduce new
offences for causing serious

injury or death by careless
driving whilst using a
mobile phone.
Mr Skidmore said: “I am
delighted that the Ministry
of Justice has decided to
press ahead with these
changes to the law. The
public response to the recent
consultation was
overwhelmingly supportive
of introducing tougher
sentences, this demonstrates
just how powerful the
strength of feeling is
surrounding this issue. For
far too long, drivers who kill
either through reckless or
careless driving have not
faced sentences which
reflect the terrible damage
and harm that they cause to
families and local
communities. 

“Over the course of this
campaign, I raised this issue
with the former Prime
Minister, David Cameron,
I have met with the
Secretary of State for
Justice on several occasions
and in 2014 I scheduled
a debate in the House
of Commons on dangerous
driving on the anniversary
of Ross and Clare’s death.
I was also humbled by
the level of support
from local residents with
15,000 people signing
the petition which we
handed to 10 Downing
Street.”
Ross’s sister Kelly
Woodruff said: “The
families of Ross and Clare
would like to thank
everyone for their continued

support throughout this
difficult time and a special
thanks to Chris Skidmore
and his team for their
dedication to helping us
through this campaign. 
“We are thrilled the law will
be changed and hopefully

these changes will save
other families from what we
have had to go through.”
The changes will be brought
into force as soon as a date
can be found in the
Parliamentary calendar for a
vote to take place.
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to strengthen dangerous driving laws

Chris with Ross & Clare’s family handing in the 15,000-
signature petition to Downing Street in 2014



The West of England Partnership is
this week crossing the ‘t’s and
dotting the ‘i’s on the publication
version of its Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP) before opening it to public
consultation for the final time next
month.
Already in last year’s draft
proposals, the gap between the
number of houses required by 2036
and those previously identified by
the four councils (B&NES, Bristol,
South Gloucestershire and North
Somerset) was considerable. Now,
the public are being told that
105,000 new houses will need to be
built in the next 20 years and with
only 61,500 currently included in
council local plans, the JSP seeks to

identify locations for the missing
44,000 – and there are some fairly
bitter pills to swallow in our local
area.
This version of the JSP also
confirms what many experts have
been predicting for a number of
years. Despite what politicians may
have claimed in the past, it is not
possible to deliver that number of
homes in the region without taking
land from the Green Belt. 
The report which West of England
committees are studying this week
and each of the four authorities will
consider at their next full council
meetings, points out that 48% of the
region lies within the Green Belt
and while priority is still given to

developing brownfield sites,
technical studies have proved it is
not possible to achieve the identified
growth entirely outside of that area.
The report identifies a dozen
Strategic Development Locations
(SDLs) which could be turned over
to housing. Two are no strangers to
the situation already – Keynsham
and Whitchurch – while a third
surrounds the planned creation of a
transportation interchange at Hicks
Gate. This was featured in last
week’s issue when we reported on
the final stages of the West of
England Joint Transport Strategy
which supports the JSP. 
The other SDLs are in Nailsea and
Backwell in North Somerset and

Coalpit Heath, Thornbury and Yate
in South Gloucestershire. Three new
‘garden village’ developments are
also proposed in Banwell, Churchill
and Buckover. Each location will be
brought forward by the relevant
local authority as it develops its next
Local Plan.
Once each council has considered
the final draft of the Joint Spatial
Strategy at its next meeting, it is
expected that public consultation
will start in the middle of next
month. 
The deadline for comments will be
January after which the plan will go
forward to Secretary of State for
Housing and Communities Sajid
Javid in the spring.
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Green Belt will help solve 
region’s housing crisis



North Keynsham
When news was released two weeks
ago of a funding commitment for
the north Keynsham relief road
between Avon Mill Lane and the A4
at Broadmead roundabout, there
was little mention then that the road
would in fact be, “a street through
the development, considering the
needs of pedestrians, cyclists, public
transport and vehicles, and capable
of performing a wider strategic
function for traffic relief in
Keynsham”. 
What is now envisaged is about 200
acres between the river and the
railway line accommodating around
1,100 homes. A “mixed tenure
marina development” is seen as the
focal point of a new community
with a local centre and primary
school. The 250 homes and
additional safeguarded land on the
south side of the A4 which is
already allocated, is included in the

scheme. There are constraints on the
development including a gas
pipeline, sewer treatment plant and
a former landfill site, and no
building will take place until the
relief road and improvements and
links to Keynsham railway station
are complete. An 11-year lead-in is
envisaged, with the first houses
coming on line in 2027-28.

Whitchurch
Having fought off plans for 3,500
houses in 2008 as part of the ill-
fated Regional Spatial Plan and then
seeing more land removed from the
Green Belt for housing in B&NES’
current Local Plan, Whitchurch is
identified as a strategic location for
another 2,500 homes. The site
comprises of 300 acres of Green
Belt land to the south-east of the
village and could accommodate
1,600 by 2036 with a further 900
thereafter.

The development would come with
a local centre, health centre, two
primary schools and a secondary
school. By developing on the south-
east of the village, the buffer
between Whitchurch and urban
Bristol would be maintained but key
transport infrastructure projects
would have to be complete before
construction work begins. These
include the ‘multi-modal’ A37-A4
link and the completion of the
Callington Road link, as well as a
new Park & Ride. 
A 13-year lead-in would be required
before the first houses were built in
2029-30.

Brislington and Hicks
Gate Park & Ride
In last week’s issue, we reported on
plans to create a new transport hub
at Hicks Gate with a new link from
the A37, a new MetroBus service to
Emersons Green via Warmley, and

the relocated Park & Ride to capture
traffic further out from Bristol city
centre.
From the report, it now appears that
the current Brislington Park & Ride
site and land as far down, and
including the garden centre, would
become a 750-home new
neighbourhood for Brislington.
Nature conservation measures are
included around Scotland Bottom
and Sustainable Drainage Systems
implemented to resolve the current
and future flooding issues at
Scotland Lane. 
The Callington Road link and A4
rapid transport systems referred to
in the Joint Transport Strategy
would need to be complete and the
Park & Ride relocated to a site
adjoining the Hicks Gate
roundabout before development
could start. The earliest date
for house completion would be
2031-32.
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Joint Spatial Plan local proposals
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The Boundary Commi-
ssion has launched the
final round of consultation
on proposals to amend
constituency boundaries
ahead of the next General
Election, scheduled for
2022.
The overall aim of the
boundary review has been
to achieve a balance
between the numbers of
voters in each Parliamentary
constituency. In England
this figure has been set at
between 71,000 and 78,000
and across the whole of the
United Kingdom, it will also
see the number of MPs at
Westminster reduce from
650 to 600.
The Boundary Commission
published its first round of
proposals in autumn 2016

and has now reviewed the
feedback in drafting the
final consultation which is
now open for comment until
11th December.
The overall number of
constituencies in our area
remains unchanged but in
some cases, significant
changes to the areas they
cover are being proposed.
Kingswood, represented by
Chris Skidmore, will now
take in large parts of the
Boyd Valley and
communities such as Wick,
Abson, Pucklechurch and
Marshfield. These lie
currently in Luke Hall’s
Thornbury & Yate
constituency. The com-
mission is proposing that
this constituency now
moves almost exclusively to

the north side of the M4
(with the exception of
Hinton and West Kington)
and takes in Dursley.
Unusually, the constituency
will cover wards outside of
the South Gloucestershire
local authority area and it
will be renamed Dursley,
Thornbury & Yate.
An earlier proposal for
Staple Hill to be included in
the Kingswood constituency
has been removed and the
area will remain part of
Filton & Bradley Stoke,
currently represented by
Jack Lopresti. 
Before the North East
Somerset constituency was
created for the 2010 General
Election, Keynsham and
Saltford were part of
Wansdyke, a curious outer
ring around Bath. Now the
proposal is to absorb the
Bathavon wards into the
Bath constituency and for
North East Somerset to
extend much further south.
In fact Keynsham will now
sit in the far north of North
East Somerset and Jacob
Rees-Mogg’s constituency
will stretch well into the
Mendips to include Shepton
Mallet. North of the River
Avon, the villages of

Kelston and North Stoke
will also transfer to the Bath
constituency.
There are very few changes
to the Bristol constituencies
(East, South, West and
North West) other than
Kerry McCarthy will gain
Easton from Bristol West.
The Boundary Commission
will consider the final
comments to the
consultation prior to
submitting the proposals to
Parliament in September of
next year. Already, political
observers are casting doubts
whether MPs will vote to
accept the plan for a

slimmed-down Parliament.
As it stands the 50 seats lost
will include 32 in England,
six in Scotland, 11 in Wales
and one in Northern Ireland.
Although final plans for the
boundary changes in the
province are yet to be
published, the Democratic
Unionist Party opposed the
earlier proposals and this
was before the 2017
General Election.
You can comment online at
www.bce2018.org.uk or
write to the Boundary
Commission, 35 Great
Smith Street, London SW19
3BQ.

Shake-up means some of us
will have a different MP

Fundraising match in
memory of Keynsham mum
A memorial football match will be held at Keynsham Football Club this Sunday (29th
October) to celebrate the life of Alison Ollis, a Keynsham mother who died suddenly last
month.
The event, which begins at 4pm, will also raise money for her sons. 
There will be food and drink, a walking match, football games for everyone, an auction
and a raffle.

There are big
changes

planned to
Luke Hall’s

constituency 
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 29th October
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Services for children in South
Gloucestershire who need help
and protection – branded as
‘inadequate’ by Ofsted earlier this
year – are improving.
A report prepared for the recent
meeting of the council’s Cabinet by
Mark Gurrey, Independent Chair of
the Improvement Board formed by
the authority, reveals that substantial
progress has been made, although
there is still much work to do.
Ofsted’s report was published in
February following an inspection at
the end of last year. The education
watchdog recognised there had been
some positive changes since the
council set up a turnaround board in
2014, but said that political leaders
and senior managers had not
demonstrated sufficient
understanding of the extent of the
“widespread and serious failures”
within children’s services, in
particular the 0-25s disability team. 
At the time the report was
published, Cllr Jon Hunt, Chair of
Children, Adults and Health
Committee, apologised to those
children and their families who had

not received help and support
quickly enough, and said he
“wholeheartedly” took on board the
recommendations made by the
inspectors who recognised that work
was already under way on many
areas for development. 
The Department for Education
appointed children’s social care
adviser John Goldup, who has been
working with the local authority
since March. The council also
moved quickly to address the
inadequacies within the Local
Safeguarding Children Board and
appointed a new chair, Amy Weir,
who started in April. It is the role of
the LSCB to scrutinise and
challenge the arrangements that are
designed to safeguard vulnerable
children.
In his report to the Cabinet this
month, Mark Gurrey said: “Overall,
the service has moved quickly and
effectively to drive the
improvements needed. It is, like
other unitary authorities, a small
service with little or no extra
capacity to absorb the additional
work that responding to judgements

of inadequacy brings. It is therefore
a testament to those involved that
progress has been as substantial as it
has been. There is a comprehensive
improvement plan in place and if
successfully delivered, it will
address all the key
recommendations made by Ofsted
in its report.”
He went on: “It is important to
acknowledge that the Ofsted
judgement was caveated with a
number of positive findings and
they commended much of the work
going on in the authority as well as
identifying some major concerns.
That good work has been built on
and in places accelerated over recent
months.
“However, there remains more to do
before there can be confidence that
the service has moved to a solid
‘requires improvement’ and is in a
position where it can go on to be
‘good’ and ‘outstanding’.”
After the Cabinet meeting, Jon
Hunt, who is now Cabinet Member
for Children and Young People,
said: "We knew when we had an
Inadequate rating from our Ofsted

inspection that we were embarking
on a difficult journey. However, we
have made good progress so far and
we are in a much better place than
we were six months ago.
“Nevertheless, we mustn't be
complacent, we know there are still
challenges to rise to and there will
be bumps in the road along the way.
I want to pay tribute to our staff who
are working tirelessly to turn things
around to make sure all children get
the services and care that they
deserve and the people of South
Gloucestershire expect.”

South Glos    

Children’s services making good progress
in wake of critical Ofsted report

Jon Hunt



Lest we forget 
Dear Editor  
Thanks for recently posting
my concerns on the
vandalism of the red
telephone box adjacent to the
Old Manor House in
Keynsham. 
My next concern is that
concerning a hidden war
memorial. The war memorial
is situated within the old
Roman ruins by the front
entrance to the new Fry’s
development. As an Army
veteran, I was amazed to see
that although weathering had
taken its toll on this
magnificent memorial, only
one Remembrance wreath

was present. 
The area is very well secure
so if any other wreaths were
laid they would have been
present. Remembrance
Sunday will soon be with us.
The traditional parade that
ends at St John’s Church
should recognise that this
memorial exists and it’s only
a stone’s throw from the
church.
Like all years, the wreaths
are laid at the entrance to
Keynsham Park. They soon
end up being blown into the
road away from the small
memorial there. This is a real
shame. If these wreaths were
moved sometime after to the
Fry’s entrance, they would
last a lot longer than going
under traffic on the busy
Bath Hill.
Mooncat Grenadier

Housing isn’t
inevitable with a
bypass 
Dear Editor  
I write in response to last
week’s letter from Chris
Warren regarding the future
prospects of both a Saltford
bypass, Saltford station, and
in particular I would like to
clarify a few factual points.
Firstly, it is not correct to say
that a Saltford bypass has
been ruled out by either

B&NES or the West of
England.  What the West of
England Joint Transport
Study currently states is that
further technical work will
be required before a future
decision is taken over
whether to progress a
Saltford bypass. The study
does suggest, however, that
upgrades to existing routes,
bus priority measures and
mass transit options are
explored first.
Clearly it has always been
recognised that, due to the
geography and topography
of the area, building a
Saltford bypass would not be
without its challenges – if it
were that straightforward I
have little doubt that one
would have been built many
years ago. However, neither
would these technical
challenges be
insurmountable.
I would also like to address
the concern that a bypass, if
built, would inevitably come
with new housing. This is not
the case, and there are
examples across the country
where bypasses have not
come with new housing.
Indeed, the Joint Spatial
Plan, which the Joint
Transport Study supports,
does not earmark any Green
Belt in Saltford for new
housing development. 

Clearly the A4 is a very busy
main route which can get
heavily congested at peak
times, and with further
housing and employment
growth in Keynsham and
Bath over the coming years,
traffic will only increase
unless transport
improvements are made.
That is why the Joint
Transport Study is looking at
all options and planning
ahead to meet this future
demand.  
On the matter of the station, a
new train station serving
Saltford remains one of the
options within the Joint
Transport Study. The main
issue at present, however, is
that of timetabling, and the
need for Network Rail and
GWR to confirm whether an
additional rail stop can be
accommodated on what is
the main line between
London and the South West
without causing delays to the
new intercity services.
Beyond this, it would then be
for the West of England to
look in more detail at issues
relating to cost, feasibility
and business case.
Rail projects are well known
for the length of time they
can take to deliver, so it is
right that the Joint Transport
Study is looking at various
transport options that could

reduce traffic volumes and
provide faster links between
Bristol, Saltford and Bath.
Ultimately, we are all
seeking the same aim – to
find the best way to get
people from A to B, whilst at
the same time tackling our
area’s traffic and air
pollution problems. The
Joint Transport Study, whilst
still at a formative stage,
does at least start to properly
plan ahead and look at these
big issues at a regional level.
Cllr Mark Shelford,
(Conservative)
B&NES Cabinet Member
for Transport &
Environment

Scale of crime is
alarming 
Dear The Week in 
There is a real concern
amongst local residents
typified by the letter below
(in italics) that I have
received from the editor of
Mangotsfield Matters
Facebook, David Blackmore. 
Reported crime is escalating
all over the country and
detection rates are low, it was
recently quoted that only one
in 10 of house burglaries
result in a conviction, and
indeed the police have not
got the manpower even to
investigate many break-ins!
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Write to us
Please e-mail letters

to
admin@theweekin.co.uk

or post to:
The Week In

8 Temple Court
Keynsham

Bristol
BS31 1HA
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The main reason, of course,
is the reduction in police
funding which means less
policemen. Living in a
secure safe neighbourhood is
the very essence of a
civilised society and we are
being badly let down by this
Tory Government and their
continual austerity cuts. 
In our own areas can I
therefore encourage all of
our readers to contact their
MP be it Chris Skidmore,
Kerry McCarthy, Jacob
Rees-Mogg, Luke Hall or
Jack Lopresti, to say enough
is enough, and something has
to change.
“I daily receive com-
munications from A&S
Police giving me details of
various crimes that have
been committed in our
neighbourhood and beyond.
Every day there are break-ins
reported around the Staple
Hill, Mangotsfield districts
which are on the increase. 
“In Mangotsfield I am sure
many are aware of the
robberies at gunpoint at the
Post Office in St James Street
and in the Tesco Express
while the Health and Beauty
store also in St James Place
was ram-raided and all of its
valuable equipment taken.
Houses are being broken
into, car keys stolen and cars
driven away. Garden

walls/fences are scaled and
outbuildings broken into with
bicycles frequently being
taken. Even cars parked on
their owners’ premises aren’t
safe as windscreens are
smashed and contents stolen
and even number plates
being taken. During the
month of August 132 crimes
were committed within the
Staple Hill and Mangotsfield
wards, being mainly anti-
social behaviour, criminal
damage and arson, ‘other
crime’, vehicle crime, public
order, violent and sexual
offences. 
“The public’s perception is
that the level of arrests
remains on the low side and
is this due to the reduction in
police officers? It would be
interesting to know how
many arrests are actually
made as a percentage of the

crimes committed.”
Michael Bell
Labour Councillor,
Rodway Ward,
South Glos Council

Praise for first
responders and
the RUH 
Dear Stephen  
Good news about our
experience when in need of
urgent NHS help. Twice
within seven days at around
2am, we had very urgent
need of help and called 999
for it. 
There was an immediate
response for ‘ambulance’,
advice was given over the
phone while first responders
were called out and given
details as they came.
On both occasions each
ambulance and its team

arrived within minutes. Each
team responded with
considerable courtesy,
kindness and with great
professional skill. 
On the second call-out there
was need to head for A&E at
the RUH in Bath. Again,
first-rate help given, then a
bed found, and assessment
carried through with great
courtesy, kindness and
thorough professionalism.
After some days in RUH care
(yes, the food was excellent)
and with the formation of
follow-up care, it was back
home.  
Thank you RUH, and thank
you to the all-female 2am
first responders - Clare and
Kelly, Jo and Holly. Our
NHS is not all bad news and
problems after all!
Keynsham resident
Name & address supplied

LETTERS

The Week In is independent of
any political or commercial
interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of
local news and welcome
comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish
letters in full but reserve the
right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse
publication. Please try to keep
letters under 300 words and
supply your full name and
address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name
and district where you live will
be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circum-
stances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should
arrive at our offices no later
than 9.00am on the Monday
of each week. 
E-mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



Plans to redevelop and
restore the Grade II listed
Grange Hotel on Bath
Road into flats and build
two houses have been
submitted to B&NES
Council.
The scheme would see the
property turned into eight
two-bed flats and a rear
extension of two, two-bed
houses. Applicants Banwell
Estates say they understand
that in principle the
development is acceptable
with planners.
The housing development
Chewton Close was built in
the grounds of the hotel by
Newland Homes about six
years ago.
The hotel currently has 13

en-suite bedrooms and an
Indian restaurant. The
applicants say that despite a
lengthy period of marketing
they have found difficulty
securing interest for the
property in its current use. 
The small amount of
interest was from
prospective developers
inquiring about the property
with a view to developing it
for housing. The deadline
for people to comment on
the plans is 2nd November
and the application
reference number to look
for on the B&NES Council
website is 17/04842/FUL.
Keynsham Town Council is
among those to have
responded to the con-

sultation already, saying last
week that it has so far been
unable to reach a conclusion
on this appli-cation as no
listed building application

has been submitted. It is
also waiting for a response
from B&NES Council’s
highways department in
respect of traffic and

highways safety implica-
tions or parking arrange-
ments, which town
councillors say they need to
help them reach a decision.
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Crossword ACROSS
1. American

aboriginals (7)

5. Marten fur (5)

8. Employ (3)

9. Great pleasure (7)

10. Grilled bread (5)

11. Calm (5)

13. Cold-blooded
vertebrate (7)

15. Region (4)

17. Small
restaurant (6)

19. Thin (6)

22. You (arch.) (4)

24. Bride-to-be (7)

26. Souvenir (5)

29. Mentally
perceptive (5)

30. Happen again (7)

31. Drunkard (3)

32. Desert haven (5)

33. Rumour (7)

DOWN

1. Asian river (5)

2. Indian city (5)

3. Having corners (7)

4. Surgical stitch (6)

5. Establish (3,2)

6. Worker in brass (7)

7. Utmost (7)

12. --- chi, oriental
exercise (3)

14. Relieve (4)

16. Memorisation by
repetition (4)

17. American bison (7)

18. Sculptures (7)

20. Garden frame (7)

21. Glide on snow (3)

23. Fireplace (6)

25. Board game (5)

27. Place (5)

28. Convey (5)

Whitchurch

Local
history
talk
Whitchurch Local History
Society’s talk this Friday
(27th October) will be by
John Page on the subject of
‘Hannah More & the
Mendip Schools’.
The meeting will be at
7.30pm in the URC on
Bristol Road in the village.
Visitors are welcome.
Full details of the talks
programme can be found on
the website www.whit
churchparishcouncil.co.uk. 
New members are always
welcome. For more
information contact the
secretary Geoff Gardiner on
01275 830869 or email
geoff@thegardiners.org.uk

Keynsham 

Plans to turn landmark hotel
to housing

The Grange Hotel



Bristol East MP Kerry
McCarthy is taking
relatives of two local
teenagers who died from
Meningitis B to meet Health
Secretary Jeremy Hunt next
Wednesday (1st November).
She is keeping up the
campaign to extend the
provision of vaccination
against Meningitis B to all
children and young people
and says that raising
awareness alone is not
enough - Government action
is needed.

Those most vulnerable to the
disease are babies and
teenagers. Whilst the former
group are now protected by
the MenB vaccination
programme that was
introduced for babies in 2015,
older children and teenagers
are not eligible to receive the

vaccine on the NHS.
St Brendan’s Sixth Form
College at Brislington has
lost two students to the
disease - Izzy Gentry died last
year and George Zographou
died this summer. 
Speaking in the Commons
earlier this month, Ms
McCarthy spoke about the
two tragic cases in her
constituency and asked Prime
Minister Theresa May if she
would do more to raise
awareness and extend free
vaccinations to today’s
teenagers, which is the group
after babies that is most at
risk.
The Prime Minister res-
ponded by sending deep
condolences to the families
and friends of the students,
adding: “I think the point she

raises about raising
awareness is a very valuable
one, and is one that we need
to continue to do. . . We need
to continue to look to see how
we don’t see these deaths
from meningitis in the
future.”
Ms McCarthy said afterwards
that although the Prime
Minister’s response to her
question was “disappointing -
especially as my office had
given her advance notice”,
one positive outcome was
that she had been offered a
date to meet with the
Secretary of State for Health,
with relatives of those who
had lost their lives. Also
attending will be the Labour
MP for Oldham West &
Royton Jim McMahon, who
is supporting the family of

six-year-old Layla-Rose
Ermenekli who died from
Meningitis B earlier this year,
and whose rash was mistaken
for bruising by doctors.
There is a petition to
vaccinate all children against
Meningitis B at  https://
petition.parliament.uk/petitio
ns/200117 

Boots offers the MenB jab
privately although there is a
waiting list.
The vaccination costs £110
per dose, with a full
vaccination requiring a
course of two doses a month
apart. Boots is donating £1 to
the charity Meningitis Now
for every child it vaccinates.
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Cadbury Heath

Festive
concert
Cadbury Heath Community
Choir is holding a Winter
Concert on Thursday 14th
December at 1.30pm at
Cadbury Heath Hall.
There will be festive songs,
choir favourites and mince
pies.
Admission is free.

East Bristol 

Families of meningitis victims
to meet Health Secretary

Kerry McCarthy

Izzy Gentry

George
Zographou 
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This week The Gables in
Hanham has been full of
autumn colour as the home has
been celebrating Harvest.
A traditional Harvest Festival
service was held at the home in
Sydenham Way on Sunday, led

by local lay preacher David
Matthews, and residents’
families were invited along too.
Everyone enjoyed a plough-
man’s meal as part of the
celebrations.
Manager Ann Aubrey had the

idea for the Harvest Festival
after a session of reminiscence
with the residents, many of
whom talked about how Harvest
had always been one of their
favourite times of the year.
And so the home was decorated
for Harvest at the weekend.
Flowers, fruit and vegetables,
sheaths of wheat, Harvest loaves
made by baker’s daughter Ann,
and tins and packets of food have
been beautifully displayed in the
reception areas, hallway and
dining room with the help of
some of the residents. The food,
some of which was donated by
suppliers, is all going to the
foodbank in Keynsham.
Margaret, who is 95, is one of the
newer residents at The Gables
and is thrilled by the Harvest
displays. She has spent her life in
the Hanham area and came to the
home in the summer for two
weeks’ respite care. She enjoyed
it so much that she decided to
stay and sell her own home.
Margaret tells me that she really

values the freedom and
independence that residents get
at The Gables, which she
describes as “very homely, not at
all like an institution”. Everyone
gets to know each other, and she
says the food is great and the
staff are kind.
Residents at The Gables will be
reminiscing again next week,
this time about Halloween, with
Colin Moody from the Bristol-
based group Alive! which
delivers fun and interactive
activity sessions to older people. 
Attention will then turn to
Christmas which begins early at
The Gables! Residents will be
helping to make a Christmas
cake and are looking forward to
the annual Christmas market at
the home on 29th November.
There will be 10 stalls selling
crafts, and the community are
welcome to come along. The fair
starts at 7pm.
Then there is a Christmas lunch
with all the trimmings on 10th
December, to which families are
invited, including those who
have maintained fond links with 

Advertising feature

Bringing the Harvest home

New resident Margaret admires one of the stunning displays

Ann Aubrey 

The award-winning Gables Residential Home in
Hanham has just enjoyed a special Harvest Festival - and
now residents are looking forward to a host of wealth of
activities in the run-up to Christmas. Becky Feather went
along to find out more
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Resident Hazel with the home’s friendly cat, Oliver

The Gables as their loved ones
previously lived there.
On 11th December, Daisy-Chain
Productions will be coming into
the home to stage a panto, there
is a carol service on the 13th and
a Christmas party with a visit
from Father Christmas on the
20th.
Ann says: “I want to thank my
totally fabulous team - without
them, all these events wouldn’t
happen, and The Gables
wouldn’t be what it is without
the team. 
“Our entertainment officer Susan
Smith does an amazing job
pleasing 20 people who are
mentally but not so physically
capable.
“I would also like to thank David
Cooke, the owner, who lets me
do all these events, whatever the
cost.”

Testament to the quality of care
delivered by The Gables is its
inclusion for the last two years in
the carehome.co.uk website’s list
of the Top 20 care homes in the
South West, based on reviews
from residents and their
relatives.
The Gables is set in lovely
gardens. There are 20 rooms, all
a good size, and each has an en-
suite toilet. The home is
sometimes able to offer respite
care which can be a good way for
people to ‘give it a try’ if they are
considering moving to a care
home.
There is currently a room
vacancy at The Gables and also
job vacancies for a weekend
cook and a Saturday night
waking shift. For all inquiries
call Ann Aubrey on 0785 256
1173.
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Staple Hill will be holding
its annual Christmas on
the Hill celebration on
Saturday 2nd December
with events and activities
around the High Street
throughout the day.  
There will be more to see
and do than ever before as
this will be the first year
without a parade. There will
be a wide variety of
activities along the
pavements, around the
shops and in the community
buildings around the High
Street and Broad Street.  
Authentically costumed
characters from Star Wars
will be there as the UK
Garrison makes a popular

return. And Circomedia will
be wowing the crowds with
their circus skills.  
BBC Radio Bristol will be
joining in with the fun and
many community groups
will be around to explain
more about the work being
done to make Staple Hill a
great place to live. 
There will be entertainment,
stalls and demonstrations in
the Salvation Army,
Methodist Church and the
You Foundation with a
children’s party being held
in the Sanctuary Church. As
always, the afternoon
traditionally comes to an
end in Fountain Square
when the community joins

together for carols with the
local Salvation Army Band. 
Programmes will be on sale
shortly from local shops
which also gives entry to the
annual treasure hunt with
prizes generously donated
by Staple Hill traders.  
Local councillor and one of
the organisers Ian Boulton,
said: “We are always
looking for volunteers who
would like to get involved
on the day and we are busy
fundraising to ensure we
have a Christmas tree that
everyone can appreciate. If
you can help please call me
on 01454 864077.”

Staple Hill 

Christmas on the
Hill preparations 

Former Hanham
GP dies

Arts trail

Dr Peter Moffitt, who was a GP
in Hanham for many years, has
died at the age of 84.
A service of thanksgiving was
held last Friday at St Mary’s
Church in Bitton, where he had
been a leading member since
moving to the village in 1982
with his wife Ann, who died in
2014.
For years Dr Moffitt had
climbed to the top of St Mary’s
tower to hoist the flag for
special occasions, and the flag
was flown in his honour last
Friday.  
He will be widely remembered
in the Hanham, Longwell Green and Cadbury Heath area by
his many patients, and in Oldland Common where he and his
wife, who had four children, used to live and where they
established and ran St Anne’s youth club.
Born in Middlesex, Peter Moffitt attended Oxford University
where he witnessed Roger Bannister’s four-minute mile. He
did the second part of his medical training in London.
Donations in his memory in aid of Unicef or WaterAid can be
sent to funeral directors Alderwick & Sons in Kingswood.

The Cam Valley Arts Trail will be on Saturday 4th &
Sunday 5th November from 11am to 5pm.
More than 40 artists will be showcasing and selling their
original, handcrafted work in painting, printing, textiles,
ceramics, felt, glass, pastel, silver, wood, batik and more. 
There will also be a number of free ‘taster’ art
workshops and demonstrations as part of the trail around
the villages of Timsbury, High Littleton, Temple Cloud,
Clutton, Farrington Gurney and Paulton.
Find out more at www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk

Dr Peter Moffitt

Ian Boulton
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It is often thought of as a thing of
the past in the UK, but there are still
around 120,000 people living with
the often devastating after-effects of
the disease in this country.
Thanks to the End Polio Now
campaign, there have been just 11
cases worldwide in 2017. But that is
11 too many so locally Kingswood
Rotary Club and Rotarians across
the world continue to raise money
and awareness to ensure that the
disease is wiped out globally and
that all children are protected from
polio. Rotary are committed to
raising $50m (nearly £38m) over
the next three years and the Bill &
Melinda Gates Foundation will
match their commitment 2:1.
World Polio Day was on Monday of

this week and Kingswood Rotarians
have been collecting coins of all
values in empty Tiptree jam jars
(the company supports Rotary’s
polio fight). As well as making their
own contributions, local members
have worked with other clubs in the
region to raise funds for the End
Polio Now campaign. 
Since 1985, Rotarians across the
world have contributed £1.29bn to
end polio and to protect more than
2.5 billion children from the disease
through vaccination programmes. 
If you would like to find out about
what Kingswood Rotarians do and
learn about the End Polio
Campaign, contact David Lewis at
davidilewis @blue yonder.co.uk or
visit endpolio.org

Kingswood 

Rotarians’ battle
against polio

‘Fantastic’ Countryfile Ramble
in Aid of Children in Need
Keynsham Walkers are Welcome
say the response to their Countryfile
Ramble was “fantastic”.
Chair of the group Dave Johnson
said: “We joined forces with many
groups around the country to
arrange a walk in aid of Children in
Need. 106 people turned up,
together with children and dogs in
almost perfect walking conditions
at the Memorial Park for the start of
the walk. 
“With a first aider, an official photographer, a walk leader, a back marker and six 
marshals, the group were very well organised for the numbers involved. We were using 
one of four walks devised by the Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society, which took 
us out of the park, along the banks of the River Avon to the Lock & Weir pub where a 
welcome stop was planned. 
“Suitably refreshed we headed up hill, passed Hanham Court, Cleeve Woods and back to 
Keynsham, via Londonderry Wharf. Although we passed through three fields with cattle, 
all went smoothly and it was a very happy band of walkers that arrived at the destination 
four miles and 3.5 hours later.
“We raised £740 for the BBC Children in Need appeal.”
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How is crime affecting YOU?
The national headlines have been
dominated of late by stories of
rising crime and the inability of
cash-strapped police forces to keep
pace. While there are always crime
related stories in The Week In, this
week’s edition appears to have more
than its fair share. 
Is that just coincidence or
confirmation of some of the damning
statistics which have been dominating
those national stories?
Certainly, the view from Avon &
Somerset Police is that things can’t go
on the way have been for the last few
years. In September, Police & Crime
Commissioner Sue Mountstevens and
Chief Constable Andy Marsh told the
Government’s Police and Fire
Minister Nick Hurd that the force was
facing a tipping point.
Since 2010, Government spending
cuts have seen budgets cut by £65m
with a further £17m of savings
required over the next four years. In
real terms, that has resulted in 655
fewer police officers in Avon &
Somerset at a time when the
population is growing and demands
on the police become increasingly
complex. 
According to Ms Mountstevens,
mental health issues and missing
people accounted for 50,000 hours
alone last year. She told Mr Hurd that
Avon & Somerset Police had reached
the point where “enough is enough”.  
Reflecting on the recent Government
announcement of additional pay rise
for the police, the Police & Crime
Commissioner predicts this will put
even further strain on the finances.
She said: “I’m supportive of the recent
announcement of a rise in public
sector pay; however, without the
Government providing any additional
finance, this causes even more
significant strain to our stretched
budget. We estimate this will cost
approximately £1.1m and without
better real-terms funding protection
from the Government, this is more
money we have to find.”
So have crime rates risen as a result of
budget cuts?  According to figures
released by Avon & Somerset Police

this year in response to Freedom of
Information requests, the number of
reported crimes has certainly spiralled
in the five years from 2012-2016. The
total of 25,275 reported crimes in
2016 is almost a third more than five
years earlier but these figures include
significant rises in reporting of rape
and other sexual offences (150% &
106% respectively). Increased
awareness and more confidence in the
criminal justice system are widely
accepted as justifying such large rises,
while other offences such as house,
car, assault and personal robbery have
generally seen increases of around
10% during the same period.
However, when looking at the number
of charges brought and successful
prosecutions during the same period,
the picture is not so good. The number
of charges brought and positive
outcomes from the crimes reported
between 2012 and 2016 actually fell
by between 24% & 33%.
Locally though, the issue is very much
about perception. You will read on
page 24 our report on life in and
around Park Road in Keynsham that
residents don’t feel safe and are
almost afraid to complain. And when
our story about an elderly lady being
robbed in Berkeley Gardens (see
opposite) first appeared on our
Facebook page last Wednesday, it
received an immediate reaction. One
person wrote: “Police never around
anymore. I work in the high street and
theft is so out of control as well.”
Another contributor did point out.
However, that the police were doing
house-to-house inquiries within an
hour and that the handbag was found,
minus her purse, in Cameroons Close.
The Week In was recently shown
correspondence from a
Neighbourhood Sergeant in South
Gloucestershire regarding a resident’s
concern about what he considered to
be dangerous parking by an HGV. The
resident was politely told by the police
officer that “pressures and demands
on policing have changed and
increased extraordinarily” and that
any call they attend, and the priority in
which it is attended, is based on a

Threat Harm, Risk assessment. The
resident was told his concern “does
come far down on the Threat Harm
Risk scale and “regrettably this matter
will not be policed in the way it used
to in the past and to the way you
want”.
Meanwhile Michael Bell, who
represents the Rodway ward on South

Gloucestershire Council, is very much
of the opinion that there is a direct link
between crimes in his ward and the
reduction in police funding. He is
calling on residents to contact their
local MP to echo Sue Mountstevens’
message to the Police & Fire Minister.
You can read Michael’s letter in full
on page 10.

Police are investigating two burglaries in Keynsham in which vehicles were
stolen.
Between 10pm on Sunday 15th October and 6am the following day, an
implement was used to open the front door of a house in Raglan Walk. 
It is believed that the front door hadn’t been locked with a key, but the
handle had just been lifted in the mistaken thought that it had been locked. 
The property was searched and numerous items were stolen, including a
helmet and the keys to a motorbike which was taken from the front garden. 
The red Honda NCX 750 has the registration number WP16 EHS. The crime
reference number is 5217236019.
A home on Lays Drive was also burgled after offenders found a set of keys
that had been unknowingly dropped. Some items were stolen, along with the
keys to a silver Ford Mondeo which was later found in Beechen Drive in
Speedwell.  
This burglary occurred between 10pm on Sunday 15th October and 6am the
following morning and police are linking it to the burglary in Raglan Walk.
The crime reference number is 5217235961.
Meanwhile a motorbike was stolen from a private car park in Orchid Drive,
Keynsham, between 3am and 7am on Sunday 15th October. The black
Lexmoto Arizona has the registration number WR15 UKS. The crime
reference number is 5217235422.
If you have any information regarding these incidents, contact the police on
101. Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.

Alert after burglaries
and vehicle thefts
in Keynsham

Sue Mountstevens & Andy Marsh
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Police have praised residents after
their quick-thinking helped lead
to the arrest of a burglary suspect.
Officers were called at about
midday on Friday 13th October to
the Two Mile Hill Road area by
witnesses reporting suspicious
callers – a man and woman – at an
elderly resident’s home.
Police said cash was stolen from a
householder in his 80s after a man
called on him, offering to do work
on his roof. The elderly man handed
over some money up front, but the
suspect took the rest of his cash as
well and left without carrying out
any work.
A police spokesperson said:
“Thanks to the details the witnesses
gave about the vehicle, we were able
to trace a suspect to Trowbridge in
Wiltshire, where a man was arrested
on suspicion of burglary at about
2pm. He was later released under

investigation.
“Crime scene investigators have
carried out a forensic examination
of the property, door-to-door
enquiries have been made and the
householder is getting home
security support from our specialist
crime prevention carpenter.
“Enquiries continue and officers are
keen to hear from anyone else in the
area who may have had a similar
suspicious caller on Friday, or who
has any information which could
help their investigation.”
Anyone who can help can get in
touch online, or by calling 101,
quoting reference 5217233908.
Alternatively ring the independent
charity Crimestoppers on 0800 555
111. They never ask your name or
trace your call.
Police say this sort of doorstep
crime, where callers try to con
householders into having work

done, often unnecessarily or at
excessive cost, sell overpriced
goods or talk their way inside in
order to steal, can be prevented:
• Remember, it’s OK to say no! It’s

your doorstep, your decision.
Don’t let any unknown and
unexpected visitor inside. Deal
with them through a window or
use a door chain.

• If you’re not sure, don’t open the
door.

• You’re legally entitled to a
‘cooling off’ period before work
starts – and failure to provide a
notice of cancellation rights is a
criminal offence.

• Never give cash up front.
• Keep your money in the bank, not

at home.
• If you feel threatened or

intimidated, close the door and
dial 999 straight away.

• If someone you care about is

vulnerable and needs work done
on their home or garden, help them
to get quotes from reputable
tradespeople.

• If you or someone you know has
been targeted by scammers or
rogue traders, report it to Trading
Standards through Citizens’
Advice on 03453 04 05 06.

There is more information about
how to prevent doorstep crime on
the Avon & Somerset police
website.

Kingswood 

Man arrested after witnesses
report suspicious caller

An elderly woman had her handbag snatched from her shoulder as she
walked in Berkeley Gardens.
The attack at about 1pm on Monday 16th October caused her to fall and
injure her shoulder.
The robber is described as being a slim, white man, about 5ft 6in and
aged between 30 and 40. He had a small beard and was wearing a grey
and red stripped woolly hat, a black anorak and tracksuit bottoms.

If you have any
information that can
help police with their
inquiries contact 101,
quoting reference
number: 5217236259.
Alternatively call
Crimestoppers anony-
mously on 0800 555
111.

Keynsham 

Elderly woman
injured in mugging

Thieves drained the fuel tanks of lorries parked at the B&NES Council site
in Pixash Lane in the early hours of Friday 13th October.
Three unknown men gained entry to the site between 3am and 3.30am and
stole fuel from three vehicles. They also broke into a secure unit on the site
and stole more fuel.
If you have any information that can help the police call 101, quoting
reference number: 5217233598.
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111. 

Keynsham 

Fuel stolen

At around 1.10am on Saturday 14th October, an unknown man was caught on
CCTV stealing milk from the doorstep of a property in Hutton Close. 
Police say milk has been stolen on a number of occasions from this address. 
And milk was also stolen from a home in Lytton Grove in the town on that day.
If you have any information regarding these incidents, contact the police on 101.
Alternatively call Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
If you contact the police about these incidents, quote reference number
5217234573 for the Hutton Close crime and 5217234670 for Lytton Grove.

Keynsham 

Milk stolen from doorsteps
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on

0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the

FRIDAY preceding publication.

SITUATIONS VACANT

The Annual Candles of Remembrance service for families 
of children who have died takes place at Victoria 
Methodist Church on Saturday 11th November, starting at 
3pm.
The service is an opportunity to remember children who 
have passed away (of any age - either recently or a long 
time ago) and to have their names read out in the roll call 
during the service.
The service consists of poems, music, prayers and songs, 
and parents are encouraged to request prayers or music that 
they have found helpful and would like to share with 
others.  There is the opportunity to light a candle, write a 
message, or say a quiet prayer. At the end of the service 
refreshments are served in the hall.
Everyone is welcome - children, parents, grandparents, 
family and friends.
For more information (and to include your child's name on 
the roll call) contact Jeff Sawyer on 0117 9754071 or email 
jeffsawyer@blueyonder.co.uk

It was a double celebration
at Keynsham travel agent
Tui last Tuesday.
Manager Amanda Wheeler
and her team invited some of
their loyal customers to
celebrate the shop recently

being named the top branch
in the South West region, as
well as the company’s name
change from Thomson. 
To get guests in the holiday
mood, they were given
vouchers for £100 off their

next booking.
Amanda and her deputy
Steph had also been
shortlisted for Tui’s regional
manager and deputy manager
of the year awards
respectively.

Keynsham 

Candles of
Remembrance
service

With some of their customers are Tui staff Amanda,
Steph, Emma, Rachael, Sacha, Louisa, Julian & Sally

Keynsham 

Double celebration
at travel agent
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Featherbed Homecare, who have been
providing live-in care for more than 30
years, have set up a sister company to
meet the local training demands of the
ever-growing care industry. 
They identified a need for good quality
and affordable training for care workers
and now have their own newly
refurbished training room near their
offices on Bath Hill, Keynsham.
Featherbed Care Training can help people
meet mandatory training requirements set
out by the Care Quality Commission, gain
the necessary knowledge to carry out care
duties effectively, and grow their skill set.
Bespoke courses are offered, backed by
the latest research, knowledge and best
practice procedures for carers. The
training packages have been developed by
professionals working in the sector.
There are afternoon courses running in

November on Record Keeping (£30 per
person) and Safeguarding (£35) and there
is also an all-in-one-day training course
(£65). More courses will be offered soon,
covering areas such as challenging
behaviour in dementia, equality and
diversity, fire safety, risk assessment,
infection control, food hygiene awareness
and falls protection. All courses involve
group participation, written evaluation
and certification.
The training room is fully equipped for
meetings and can accommodate up to 10
people. To discuss your training needs and
to find out more contact Deborah
Harrison on 01179 869096 or email
featherbedcare@gmail.com
You can also hire the training room for
£10 an hour or for a full day (eight hours)
for £65. To check availability, call 0117
9860710.

Beat manager PC Samantha Kayser, Neighbourhood Watch
coordinators and residents are pictured at Saltford’s annual
Neighbourhood Watch meeting held at Saltford Hall last
Wednesday.

Wick & Abson History Group tell us that it is with sadness that
they are closing after 33 years. Their last meeting will be on
November 2nd at Wick Church Hall.
Janet Izzard, who chaired the group for the last 30 years, is
retiring and there are no new committee members coming
forward to run it. Everyone who has been involved with the
committee over the years is thanked. 
There will also be a short AGM on 14th November at the Rose
& Crown in Wick to finalise matters within the group, followed
by lunch.  Everyone is welcome to join them at noon.

Bespoke training
courses offered by
homecare company

Saltford 

Annual Neighbourhood
Watch meeting

Wick & Abson 

History group to fold

The new training centre

Deborah Harrison, left, & Debra Stephens, from Featherbed Homecare



22 The Week in • Wednesday 25th October 2017

FITNESS AND WELLBEING

Established in 2009, Paul Tompkins
Physiotherapy is one of the premier
physiotherapy and sports injury clinics
based in South Gloucestershire and
Keynsham.  
Operating from the Somerdale Pavilion in
Keynsham and the Hanham Health practice,
the clinic team boasts a wealth of experience
of treating all kinds of musculoskeletal and
orthopaedic problems in clients ranging
from children to elite international athletes. 
As well as routine physiotherapy, other
specialist treatments on offer at the clinic
include prescription writing, injection
therapy, shock wave, sports massage therapy
and acupuncture. 
The clinic has access to a fully equipped
gymnasium in Keynsham for one-to-one
rehabilitation.

Examples of conditions treated include neck
and back pain, shoulder and hip problems,
knee and ankle injuries, tennis elbow,
tendonitis, osteoarthritis and rehabilitation
following surgery.  
All practitioners are registered with the
HCPC (Health and Care Professions
Council) and are fully authorised to treat
clients from all the major insurance
companies. 
Appointments are available throughout the
week including evenings and weekends. The
clinic even offers Sunday appointments for
those athletes who get injured playing on a
Saturday. 
For further information regarding the clinic,
or to book an appointment, visit
www.paultompkinsphysiotherapy.co.uk or
telephone 0791 254 1051.

Experienced practitioners
treat all types of problems
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Miranda Redfern, of
K e y n s h a m - b a s e d
Redfern Osteopaths,
says we need to wake
up our bodies before
starting to exercise.
She says: “Like all things even stretching has moved on and
developed – besides the standing still holding one leg against a
wall, there is more dynamic approach – ‘functional’ stretching. 
“Essentially it is based on the principle that in order to get ready to
use a muscle, you must activate the muscle. And you do that by
using the same range of motion as the real work you're about to do,
mimicking the activity.
“So with running-based sports it’s important to wake up the body
(legs and arms together) because that’s how we use them in
everyday life, not isolated on their own! A great way to do this is
with a series of lunges a - ‘Lunge Matrix’ - consisting forwards,
backwards, sideways and even diagonally. Change in directions
happen quickly in sport, so best to have worked in all ranges, not
just one. Tight hips and hip flexor muscles can also be opened up
using the arms to drive an extra force of movement, integrating
many muscles together. Because they’re all connected. ‘Hip bone’s
connected to the thigh bone, thigh bone’s connected to the …’.”
For video demonstrations check out @redfernosteopaths on
Facebook.

When it comes to exercise, there really is a Zumba class for
everyone, regardless of age or mobility.
It is a well-known fact that music lifts the spirit and makes people
smile, and it inspires people to move.  Zumba in Bristol run a range
of classes for all ages and fitness levels, with the emphasis being
on having fun and to get moving.   
You don’t need any dance or exercise experience as the moves are
easy to follow and there is no pressure to attend every week – you
attend when you can! 
Going to a class will help you get fit, lose weight and increase your
energy levels, as well as meeting new people and increasing your
social circle. Everyone is very friendly and new people are
welcomed every week.
For those who have some physical limitations, there is a seated
class on a Friday at Hanham Community Centre, with the same
foot-tapping Zumba music.  You will be surprised at how much
active exercise can be performed whilst sitting in a chair.
So, if you have never tried a Zumba class before, or you have
stopped going for any reason, now is the time to get a mood boost
and try one of the Zumba in Bristol classes which are held in
Hanham, Keynsham, Cadbury Heath and St George.
For more information, contact Philomena on 0796 637 3089 or
check the website www.zumbainbristol.co.uk

Muscle in on
some good advice

Zumba for all
ages and abilities
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The K2B housing
development in south west
Keynsham – later to be
named The Meadows by
Taylor Wimpey – has been a
regular consumer of column
inches in The Week In over
the years.
In 2009, we were reporting on
concerns among residents on
the impact of an almost 300-
home cul-de-sac development
with just a single road access. A
Government planning inspector
considered the impact would be
no more or less than was being
caused by the small industrial
site at Parkhouse Lane which
was due to be demolished to
make way. B&NES planners
actually refused the application
in 2010 but the decision was
overturned the following year
by another Government
planning inspector. 
During the initial stages of the
build, there were the predicted
stories about construction
traffic and site working hours
but in 2015 B&NES admitted it
was powerless to act and that
Taylor Wimpey was
developing the site legally and
adhering to all the conditions
attached to the planning
approval.
Last year, we also received
confirmation that almost
40,000 vehicles movements a
month were being recorded on
Park Road and that almost two-
thirds of those exceeded the

20mph speed limit imposed on
the area.
So, with The Meadows due for
completion next March, we
decided to knock on a few
doors in the area to see how the
people actually having to live
with the changes feel about
things today. 
While almost all of those we
met had come to terms with the
fact they no longer lived on the
edge of Keynsham where the
town met the Green Belt, many
felt they had been abandoned
by the council and the police
and just left to get on with their
lives. 
The word “aggression” was
used frequently, either to
describe the attitude of drivers
on Park Road or Dunster Road,
but more worryingly, in
interaction with residents over
issues of noise, litter dropping
or driving manoeuvres.
Everyone who spoke to us did
so on condition they were not
identified.
Our first caller was blunt. He’d
had enough and put his house
on the market – only he
couldn’t sell it. Having put the
For Sale signs up in July, he
had just three visits and no firm
offers for what was clearly a
well-maintained and
‘desirable’ family home.
“I don’t enjoy living in this
town any more”, he told us. “I
always felt very welcome here
and when we moved to

Keynsham, this was always
going to be our last move.
“You never really saw crime on
the streets, but now you see it
every day. If the police say
there isn’t a problem, they are
welcome to sit outside my front
door any weekend.”
Another resident in Dunster
Road, whose property abuts
The Meadows, told us that
summer evenings were the
worst. Despite the distance, he
could frequently smell
cannabis in the house and the
noise levels were exacerbated
when windows were left open. 
“Communication is the best
way of dealing with
neighbourhood problems, but if
you try and appease noisy
youngsters congregating
outside your house, you just get
abuse.”
Another resident who had lived
on Park Road for over 40 years
told us he felt Keynsham was
becoming a city, rather than a
market town. “We need to re-
educate people to become more
considerate neighbours and
drivers”, she said. “It’s not just

the speed. Nobody wants to
give way, it is difficult for us
even to back out of our drive
and if you remonstrate with
anyone, you just get abuse.”
Across the road, another
resident told us he had reported
one abusive motorist to the
police and was advised against
pursuing the case for fear it
could escalate the situation.
“Ordinary people just back off
because they are afraid to
confront. What more can we
do?
“I met a chap out walking last
week who said he had bought a
four-bedroom house on The
Meadows last year. He’s
desperate to sell it now and get
away.”
In July 2016, a traffic survey
recorded a total of 39,500
traffic movements in a month
along Park Road. Two-thirds of
those were at speeds in excess
of the 20mph limit and the
mean average was 27.5mph.
In May of this year, speed
monitors were erected on lamp
post on a short section of Park
Road, either side of the

Coronation Road junction. The
average speed recorded from
over 3,000 movements during
the week was 24mph. The
highest speeds of between
55mph and 60mph were
recorded on a Wednesday
evening. While the figure of
24mph appears that the mean
average is reducing, those same
figures indicate that 80% of all
movements were in excess of
the speed limit.
One resident who had been in
contact with the local police
beat manager told us: “The
police put speed cameras on the
bend, where the traffic has to
slow, have guys in hi-viz
jackets doing speed checks at
1pm in the afternoon and then
tell us there is no evidence to
support our claims. We can’t
even have a Community Speed
Watch because the situation
doesn’t meet the criteria,
according to the police.”

Keynsham 

We feel abandoned, say residents
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The over-50s group Guys &
Dolls, which helps isolated
people to socialise, threw a
Halloween-themed party
for youngsters at Parkwall
Primary School in Cadbury
Heath last Wednesday.
The hall was decorated for
Halloween and there were
various themed activities the
children from Years 2 and 3
could try with the guidance of
the club members, including
cake decorating, decorating
jam jars as making mummies
that light up, and rock
painting inspired by the
Bristol Rocks project that
sees painted and decorated
small rocks and pebbles left
randomly around parks,
playgrounds and other areas
for other children to find.
Sam Fisher, coordinator for
Guys & Dolls, said she would
be varnishing the rocks and
then dotting them around the
Cadbury Heath area.
Parkwall teacher Hayley
Onslow said the children love
doing events with Guys &
Dolls as some do not see their
grandparents regularly, and
the club members also take
great enjoyment from it.

Guys & Dolls runs every
Wednesday from 11am to
3pm in Cadbury Heath Hall
and the cost is £3 per person.
Members can bring a packed
lunch, or for another £3 get a
hot, healthy meal.  There are

activities each week and
Kingswood Community
Transport helps bring some of
the members. 
Guys & Dolls recently held a
Macmillan coffee morning
which raised £446 and will be

holding a Christmas fair on
18th November from 11am to
3pm at Cadbury Heath Hall. 
This year the group has
received funding from Merlin
Housing Society, Quartet and
Oldland Parish Council.

Although Guys & Dolls is for
anyone aged over 50, most of
the members are more
elderly. To join or for more
information contact co-
ordinator Sam Fisher on
07952 133764.

Cadbury Heath  

Halloween party bridges the
gap between young and old

Dot & Dylan playing ‘Splat the Witch’

Kingswood

Halloween
party
The Friends of Kingswood
Park are holding a
Halloween party on Friday
(27th October) from 5pm to
7pm.
There will be fun and
games, a treasure hunt, hot
dogs and refreshments.
People are invited to wear
fancy dress, bring a torch
and something scary.

Edome, who has been a member of the club for about
five years, with seven-year-old McKenzie

Club members Eileen & Ellen
making mummies with Ellie-May
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B&NES

Lib Dems officially challenge
library services decision

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Lib Dem councillors have
tabled official challenges
to two decisions taken by
B&NES Conservative
Cabinet over library
services.
As we reported last week,
the decision to keep Bath’s
main library in its current
home at the Podium and
merge it with the Bath One
Stop Shop was backed by
92 per cent of B&NES
residents who took part in a
public consultation. The
other option had been to
relocate the library to Lewis
House on Manvers Street in
Bath. The council says that
by investing in the library
service now and integrating
the council’s library and
customer service, it will also
save almost £400,000 a year
towards an overall savings
target of £800,000 from its
Modern Libraries
programme. 
The Cabinet also agreed to
an investment of £275,000
to deliver a network of

community-run libraries.
This will see parish
councils, town councils and
community groups expected
to take charge of library
provision in rural and
suburban areas, such as
Saltford, Moorland Road,
Weston, Paulton, Radstock
and areas currently served
by the mobile library.
But Richard Samuel, Lib
Dem spokesperson on
Community Services, said:
“This Conservative
administration is completely
failing residents on libraries.
Together, these two policies
represent an enormous
change to services for
people in almost every part
of B&NES.
“Many Bath people don’t
want the One Stop Shop to
be merged into Bath Central
Library as it will
disadvantage people who
use both services, yet the
Conservatives refuse to
listen and did not include a
co-location question in the

recent, limited consultation.
“Many rural and suburban
communities don’t have the
capacity to run library
services after branches and
the mobile library are cut,
yet the Conservatives have
not even held an open,
public consultation on these
plans.

“These plans were signed
off despite the lack of clarity
around the costs and
possible savings, the
absence of information
about ownership of branch
libraries and the need for an
assessment of the impact on
services, amongst many
other issues.”

Keynsham

Three
awards for
Abbeyfield
Abbeyfield Bristol &
Keynsham was presented
with three awards at the
Royal Horticultural Society
(RHS) evening in
Keynsham earlier this
month. Residents, volun-
teers and team members
from Abbeyfield’s retire-
ment house on Westbourne
Avenue worked tirelessly
over the spring and summer
in the new garden,
following the opening of
the newly refurbished house
this year.
They won Gold in the
Keynsham in Bloom
Community Group
category, the ‘It’s Your
Neighbourhood’ Level 4
RHS and South West in
Bloom Award, and came
third out of more than 70
entries in the Keynsham in
Bloom Bike Trail.
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Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

CARPENTRY

& DECORATING

Stuart Olds

T. 0117 2790421

M. 07702 255888
E. stuartolds1@btinternet.com

Over 30 years experience
City & Guild qualifi ed

Carpentry

Driveways

Chimney SweepBlindsBook a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for

multiple bookings starting at
2 weeks

Caravan / Car
Storage

Caravans
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Events

Fencing

Foot Care

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Garden Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

Garden Services Hair & Beauty

Home
Maintenance

Ironing
Services

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

PlumbersPlumbersLocksmiths

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

C P WHITTLE Fully
qualified. Interior and
exterior decoration.
References if required.
Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Pet Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

Logs

Man Who Can

Oven Cleaning
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

Venue Hire

TVs

To Let

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Sewing Lessons

Roofing
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