
The former Kleeneze factory
site in Hanham, which has
been derelict for years, looks
set to become housing after

Tesco’s plans for a
supermarket on the land
stalled.
This week the retailer

confirmed to The Week In
that it was in talks to sell the
site to the Homes &
Communities Agency (HCA).

The HCA works with
government and other public
bodies to unlock and
accelerate the release of

surplus public land for the
creation of new homes and
employment opportunities,
and promoted the flagship
Hanham Hall eco-village
which was completed in
2015.
Tesco bought the sprawling
site from Kleeneze in 2003
and fought for years to secure
planning permission for a
store  with  over  200  parking 
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Fishponds 

Scrapyard
blaze
Firefighters extinguished
a fire involving 10 cars
and a caravan at a
scrapyard on Fishponds
Trading Estate.
Crews from four fire
engines and a turntable
ladder tackled the fire last
Thursday lunchtime.
Firefighters from
Kingswood, Southmead,
Temple and Bedminster
fire stations were sent to
the scene after a number
of emergency calls were
received from members
of the public.
The fire, which is thought
to have started
accidentally, caused a
large plume of smoke
which was visible across
the city.

Continued from page 1
spaces. But as part of a
nationwide expansion re-
think over a downturn in
company profits, it
announced last autumn that
the proposed new store was
among dozens that it was
scrapping and it put the
Hanham site up for sale.
A Tesco spokesman told us
this week: "We are currently
concluding the sale of the
Kleeneze part of the site we
own in Hanham to Kleeneze
and are in negotiations with
the Homes and Communities
Agency regarding the
remainder of the site." 
We have previously reported
how Kleeneze-Koti Ltd
(Sealtech), a brush strip
business employing 40

people that is still based on
part of the old factory site in
Hanham, had struck a deal to
buy the premises it has been
renting.
New homes on the site, which
is bordered by New Walk and
Ansteys Road, will help to
address the housing shortage
in South Gloucestershire. 
This week local councillors
Heather and John Goddard
and June Bamford said they
were delighted that the old
Kleeneze site is in the final
stages of being sold to the
HCA by Tesco. 
In a statement the councillors
said: “This agency was
responsible for the
development of Hanham Hall
eco-village, which has been
held up as a prize-winning

community development. 
“There has already been an
informal meeting with
planning officers of the
council, and we have made it
clear that space for parking
during daytime is a top
priority to keep the High
Street viable for shoppers and
traders. 
“Likewise, we should like to
see a walkway through from
the site (as proposed by Tesco
in the supermarket design) for

new residents to access the
High Street. 
“We should like to see a
theme of housing planned and
built around a green area to
continue in a similar design to
the Hanham Hall site.  
“We are in the early stages of
planning for this new
development and hope that it
might be an accelerated
building project we will be
more engaged as the
masterplan is developed”.

Housing plans for derelict
factory site



The East Bristol area has
been hit by a spate of
‘creeper’ burglaries in
which intruders break in to
steal valuables including the
keys to your vehicle.
There have been burglaries
and attempted raids in North
Common, Kingswood, Staple
Hill and Hanham, and
masked intruders were seen
in two of them.
In the early hours of last
Tuesday (3rd October) there
were two burglaries in
Quantock Close in North
Common. One took place
between 12.30am and
5.30am. Electrical goods and
tools were among the items
stolen. The other break-in
took place between midnight
and 6.30am. Cash, jewellery
and a red Citroen C3 were
stolen.
The Neighbourhood Police
Team delivered letters to
homes in the area after
Tuesday’s burglaries, urging
residents to make sure their
homes are secure. The letter
added that there have been a

small number of other
burglaries in recent weeks
too, adding: “We do not wish
to scare you but we would
like you to be forewarned
because we do not want to
give offenders the chance to
get into your homes.”
Then in the early hours of last
Thursday in nearby Cloverlea
Road, householders were
woken by a noise at around
1.20am and disturbed two
men wearing balaclavas who
made off empty-handed. Both
were described as about 5ft
10in. 
There was also an attempted
burglary in Kingswood a
couple of hours later when
the front door of a house in
Orchard Road was forced but
the two would-be intruders
made off empty-handed after
the doorbell went off. They
were described as both
wearing balaclavas, gloves

and light-coloured clothing.
Meanwhile the keys to a
Renault Megane were taken
from a house in Seymour
Road in Staple Hill, just after
2am the same morning. The
car was stolen and found
abandoned in New
Cheltenham Road at about
3am.
And between midnight and
6am, thieves broke into a
house in Baden Road,
Kingswood. They stole a
handbag, which was later
found empty by a resident in
Grimsbury Road, an iPad Air,
a Hewlett Packard laptop,
cash, bank cards and Apple
and Samsung mobile phones.
The burglars then made off in
a black Mini One and a
bronze Mercedes C180,
stolen with keys also taken
from the house. 
Also overnight Wednesday to
Thursday a home in Courtney

Way, Kingswood, was broken
into, with thieves taking a
Michael Kors handbag and
purse, cash in dollars and
sterling, an Armani ladies’
watch, Hugo Boss men’s
watch, a Pandora necklace
and earrings, several
PlayStation games, an Apple
iPad mini, John Paul Gautier
perfume and a Sky Q hub.
There has also been a report
of a man kicking open the
front door of a house in
Hanham at 5.10am on
Sunday. The householder
reported that there were
another three men outside. All
were in their late teens or
early 20s and they sped off in
a small, dark-coloured car.
The police are offering the
following crime prevention
advice.
• Keep doors locked and

windows secure at all times

• Fit good quality locks to
external doors and windows

• Keep keys out of sight and
away from letter boxes and
cat flaps.

• Fit a security alarm
• Install backing software on

phones and computers
• Keep fences and hedges

well maintained – high at
the rear, low at the front

• Fit external dusk-to-dawn
security lighting

• Make your houses look
occupied when you are
away using timer switches
on your light and radios

• Join or set up a
Neighbourhood Watch
scheme

If you see anyone acting
suspiciously around a
neighbour’s property, call the
police straight away. It’s 999
if a crime is in progress,
otherwise ring 101.
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Phase one of essential
resurfacing work on the
Keynsham Bypass was
completed one week ahead
of schedule.
The work to a section of the
A4 route from Broadmead
roundabout through to Hicks
Gate roundabout began on
25th September and was due

to last for three weeks. 
But work went better than
expected and B&NES
Council is now preparing for
phase two of the project
which is expected to take
place in the spring. 
Mark Shelford, B&NES
council’s Cabinet Member for
Transport & Environment,

said last Friday: “I’m
delighted that contractors
have been able to finish this
work a full week earlier than
expected. We stressed at the
outset that our aim was to
minimise disruption for
motorists along this busy
stretch of route. 
“The road surface was at the

end of its life and the work
will mean less disruption in
the future through recurring
patch-up work.” 
Phase two, planned for
May/June 2018 will include
bridge deck waterproofing

and eastbound carriageway
resurfacing including Hicks
Gate roundabout and its
approaches from Bristol,
Keynsham and the A4174
Ring Road (South
Gloucestershire Council).
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Phase one of bypass work
finishes ahead of schedule 



The inpatients unit of St
Peter’s Hospice in Bristol
is relocating for a year to
Keynsham.
The unit at the hospice in
Brentry is to undergo a
complete redesign and
rebuild to provide 15
enlarged, ensuite, single

bedrooms, all with a private
garden terrace. 
Building work is starting
this month and will be
completed by October 2018.
In the meantime, the
inpatients unit will be
housed temporarily in the
new Charterhouse Care

Home in B Block at the new
Chocolate Quarter at
Somerdale.
The work at St Peter’s is
costing £6.53m and the
hospice needs to raise
£1.53m of this over the next
12 months. Last Thursday
actress Caroline Quentin
launched St Peter’s Room to
Care Appeal in her role as
the appeal’s patron.
“Each time I visit St Peter’s
Hospice I am struck by the
passion and commitment of
the staff and volunteers,”
said Caroline, who cut a
ceremonial cake to officially
launch the appeal. “I am
also truly inspired by the
patients and families they
care for.
“The Room to Care Appeal

will ensure St Peter’s
Hospice will be able to
provide local people with
the very best palliative care,
to the highest professional
standards, within an
environment of comfort and
dignity for the next 20
years”. 
Over the next two decades
the redeveloped unit is

expected to support 6,250
patients and around 18,500
relatives and friends. It will
include a new central café
and comfortable dining
room overlooking the gar-
dens. To make a donation to
the Room to Care Appeal
and help build a 21st
Century Hospice for Bristol,
visit roomtocare.co.uk
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Hospice beds moving to Keynsham’s
new Chocolate Quarter

Caroline Quentin launches the appeal

B Block



Pucklechurch Parish Council
has drawn up a 30+ page
response to the M4 Junction
18a public consultation in
advance of the deadline for
comments next Monday (16th
October). 
In it the council challenges the
consultation, saying it is
“flawed” and that no case has
been effectively made to
support the delivery of any of
the options being suggested for
the junction and a link road.
The parish council, which
discussed its response last
Wednesday, says it remains
“resolute” in its opposition to
the eastern options at
Pucklechurch as these do not
deliver the outcomes that the
cross-party campaign fought
for. 
If either of the two eastern
options at Pucklechurch
happen, the council says it
would have “potentially
devastating and irreversible
consequences” for the
community, including its
heritage assets, air quality and
biodiversity.
“One likely far-reaching
consequence will be the
creation of new rat runs and
traffic congestion over a much
wider regional and rural road

network (induced traffic) that
has not been appropriately
analysed as part of this study.”
The council also says that its
detailed demonstration
opposing the eastern options
should not be read as tacit
approval of the western option
at Lyde Green as an alternative
or appropriate solution.
The council is critical of the
public exhibition held by South
Gloucestershire Council (SGC)
and its consultants in
Pucklechurch last month,
saying: “Staff often did not
know the answers to questions
and provided opinions, rather
than fact, and several had not
worked on the project at all.
Some answers that were given
by different staff members
contradicted each other. No
record of what residents were
concerned about was made by
SGC at the time of the public
exhibition, other than the
number of people that attended,
but feedback forms were
supplied by Pucklechurch
Parish Council and the
responses collated by subject
matter.”   
The parish council questions
what has changed since 2006
when the Greater Bristol
Strategic Transport Study said

that although there was a strong
economic case for a new M4 to
A4174 link road, it was not
being recommended by the
study. At the time the study
said: “The new link would alter
flow patterns in the congested
M4 J20 and M4 J19, M32 J1
and the northern stretch of the
A4174 Avon Ring Road,
putting additional strain on the
A4174 and causing congestion
problems on the M4 to the east
of the new junction with the
strong likelihood that widening
of the M4 between Junctions
18A and 18 would be
necessary.”
The parish council adds that no

account has been taken of
recent research that questions
the credibility of driving
economic development through
the building of roads and that in
reality, the economic gains are
likely to be marginal.
Among the many businesses
that would be hit by a
motorway junction and link
road at Pucklechurch is
Westerleigh Crematorium on
Westerleigh Road. The parish
council says: “Funeral corteges
generally drive at no more than
20mph…and often cause huge
queues of traffic to accumulate
behind them through
Pucklechurch itself and from

Yate to the junction with the
B4465. This means there would
be a direct effect on all traffic
trying to access the M4 at the
proposed new motorway
junction.”
Parish council members also
say that no allowance has been
given in the consultation for the
impact that both eastern
options would have on the
gypsy and traveller community
and safeguarded sites.
Pucklechurch parish has the
highest number of such sites in
the whole of South Glos. 
The consultation says that the
Lyde Green option would
involve moving the M4
northwards. Pucklechurch
Parish Council says a better
explanation for the need to re-
route the motorway is needed
as there is no evidence offered
for example that the impacts on
adjacent properties at Lyde
Green could not be mitigated
more cheaply than rerouting. 
The council’s full response will
be available on its website. 
Meanwhile Wick & Abson
Parish Council last week
responded to the consultation,
questioning whether there is a
need for an M4 Junction 18a at
all.
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Pucklechurch    

Parish council rips apart
Junction 18a consultation 
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Unity Oldland Methodist
Church was officially
reopened over the weekend
of September 30th and 1st
October following a major
redevelopment programme.  
The church in West Street had

been closed since May 2016
and since then the worship
space has been completely
refurbished and a new
building constructed which
provides a large airy hall, a
large kitchen space, an office,

toilets and shower facilities.
There is also a new garden
space outside the main hall. 
The church held an open day
on the Saturday during which
time several hundred local
people came to view the
building and share in
refreshments.  The church
then held two services of
worship on the Sunday, the
morning being conducted by
Rev Andrew Sails, from
Exeter, who was instrumental
in getting the project off the
ground, and the evening
service taken by the Rev
David Alderman, who is the
Superintendent Minister in
the Bristol and South
Gloucestershire Circuit.

During the weekend visitors
were able to enjoy a flower
display that included
arrangements specially
designed to recognise the
various different congre-
gations that have come
together to form the church as
it is today. Different church
groups displayed details of
their activities and a display

of old photographs was on
show.  Church members were
able to share details of the
project which has created a
stunning new space both for
the congregation and the local
community to share.
For more information on the
facilities available at the
newly refurbished building
visit www.uomc.org.uk

Oldland Common

Church reopens following major
redevelopment 



8 The Week in • Wednesday 11th October 2017



The Week in • Wednesday 11th October 2017 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 15th October
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Delays due to the repair and
improvement works being carried
out on the Bromley Heath Viaduct
have not been as catastrophic as
predicted.
The southern section of the viaduct,
which carries the A4174 ring road
towards the Hambrook lights, has been
closed since the end of July, with all
westbound traffic, along with cyclists
and pedestrians, being diverted onto
the northern viaduct. 
Speaking at last Monday’s meeting of
South Gloucestershire Council’s
Public Transport Forum Mark King,
the council’s head of StreetCare &
Transport, said things had so far gone
better than predicted but they had the
winter months to go through so he was
not getting too excited.
He said it was reassuring that the state
of the bridge is not a worse problem
than anticipated.
Council leader Matthew Riddle
congratulated Mr King and his team,
saying the ring road is such an
important artery, not just for South
Gloucestershire but the whole of the
west of England.
James Freeman, managing director of
bus company First, said that so far
services had not been affected as badly

as they might have been by the viaduct
closure but been relatively
straightforward.
However, Yate town councillor Chris
Willmore said the closure was having a
dispersal effect on other routes
including the M32 and the A432. 
Mr King assured her that roads were
being monitored.
Meanwhile South Glos Council
recently held an on-site meeting with
residents who live near the Bromley
Heath Viaduct to discuss overnight
working and a process known as
hydro-demolition  to cut off the
concrete cantilevers on the viaduct. 
To complete the works and remove the
contraflow on the ring road within 33
weeks, hydro-demolition is being

carried out, which involves cutting off
the cantilevers using high pressure
water jets, overnight between 16th and
21 October and from 11th to 21st
November. 
There will also be some hydro-
demolition during the daytime in
November. The council says hydro-
demolition should not be louder than
current overnight background noise
and it will be monitoring this closely as
the works proceed. 
• People can get an update on the
progress of the viaduct works at the
Downend, Bromley Heath &
Emersons Green Community
Engagement Forum meeting tonight
(Wednesday) at Downend Baptist
Church starting at 7pm.

Traffic problems not as bad as
predicted

New flats to be
created from
old offices 
Merlin Housing Society has
started work to convert three
of its former offices into six
flats.
It is spending £500,000 to
convert the former offices at
its independent living
schemes at Shrubbery Court
in Staple Hill, Kennedy
House in Yate and Giffard
House in Little Stoke. Work
will be taking place at all
three sites simultaneously.
Principal project manager
Mukhtar Ali said: “We’re
converting the ground-floor
office at Giffard House into a
one-bedroom flat and a
mobility scooter store. At
Shrubbery Court we’re
converting the main office
into two one-bedroom flats
and transforming the meeting
room into a mobility scooter
store. And Kennedy House
will have three extra flats
from the conversion of the
office and underused
communal facilities.”
All the new flats are due to be
completed by the end of
March. They form part of
Merlin’s plans to increase the
number of new homes it
builds. By 2019 it aims to be
building 300 new homes
every year.

The on-site meeting



Siston Parish Council
outlines its position 
Dear Becky  
Following the recent articles in your
magazine in respect of M4 Junction 18a
and following the recent South
Gloucestershire Council Consultation
held on 21st September at Warmley
Community Centre, an immediate
response was made by Siston Parish
Council to the Transport Policy
Department at South Gloucestershire
Council by Siston Parish Council. 
It is as follows:
“At the full council meeting held on
Thursday 21st September 2017,
members, after giving consideration to
the M4 Junction 18a Western and
Eastern Options, resolved the following
response to be submitted on their behalf
to Transport Policy Department at South
Gloucestershire Council.
‘Councillors remain of the view that
logic and sound planning principles only
should determine the choice of route for
a link road connecting the proposed
Junction 18A of the M4 motorway to the
north-south transport corridor. Making
maximum use of the existing north-
south motor transport corridor, then
providing the shortest and most direct
link to a Lyde Green motorway junction
(Western Option) would follow these
established principles, and bring greater
benefit to the many businesses and
thousands of householders living along
or near this urban route.  
“Stated that one of the key scheme
objectives is to ‘Minimise the impact of
traffic/infrastructure on the environment
and, where possible, deliver

opportunities for environmental
enhancement’.  This must therefore be
seen as a clear contradiction to the
undoubted environmental damaging
effect of an Eastern Option road link
running through the Parish of Siston. 
“Any such road link through a
Conservation Area and protected Green
Belt and valued open countryside within
the Parish of Siston is totally rejected,
with the preservation and protection of
this heritage landscape rightly seen as a
top priority by all residents and their
local councillors.”
Best regards
Gloria Smith
Vice Chairman
Siston Parish Council

Praise for parish
council 
Dear Stephen  
I spotted the article ‘Calls for Siston
parish councillors to resign’ and thought
something serious must have happened. 
After reading it, the penny dropped. Ah,
a few residents are a bit disgruntled and
as a result they are looking for blood.
Correct me if I’m wrong, but the M4
J18A project is the responsibility of
South Glos Council and Highways
England?  It’s not Siston Parish Council
attempting to build a road through their
parish. 
When the parish leaflet dropped through
my letterbox, I was pleased it wasn’t
political and or biased in anyway. It
gave me the information and dates I
needed. I attended one of the
consultation meetings and have now
responded to the consultation. Surely

those ‘angry’ residents should be taking
out their frustrations on the
organisations and agencies directly
involved?  
The reason why I question their
judgement is because in the summer I
wrote to Siston Parish Council about
concerns over the travellers.  I was
extremely impressed with how quickly I
got a response, and what the parish
council is attempting to do long-term
with their application to the Secretary of
State. 
I cannot remember any other occasion
when this parish council has taken such
steps. Surely their leadership should be
applauded and not brought into
question?
Phil Bland
Siston resident

Is this the reason for
lost business? 
Dear Stephen  
If Martin Curtis of the Bath Bus
Company has any actual evidence that
the ‘Airport bus has lost business due to
one-way system’ (The Week In, 4th
October) perhaps he should produce it
for your readers. 
There might be no causal link between
the two. The ‘link’ might be pure
speculation on his part. I find it hard to
believe that he has lost business because
of what is barely a 100-metre detour
around the High Street. If what he says
is right, I presume he has lost no
business at all in the Bristol Airport to
Bath direction as the route is exactly the
same and has not altered; it seems to me
that he might actually have gained some

business here as his bus now drops and
picks people up in the High Street on
that side (an improvement for shoppers),
particularly with the demise of the No
38 direct link to Bath and Saltford.
Perhaps one might cancel out the other.
Has Mr Curtis any comments on that?
I was surprised Mr Curtis describes
Ashton Way as a “back street” as it is the
access road to the largest car park in
Keynsham, used by hundreds of people
on a daily basis who have no problem
walking down a “narrow alleyway” to
reach the High Street: they have done so
for nearly 50 years, it has never been a
problem. 
The truth, is as far as I can see, is that Mr
Curtis' view, like most people who run
businesses in Bath, is Bath-centric, an
attitude shared by our local council Bath
(1st) and North East Somerset (2nd),
correct order), fully understood by
people who live in places like
Keynsham, Paulton and Radstock. 
If Mr Curtis just wants to serve people
from Bath and Saltford going to Bristol
Airport, missing Keynsham out, he
should just do it: I always got to Bristol
Airport before the A4, I'm sure I'll
manage it again.  Mr Curtis has
previously hinted that his A4 bus to the
airport might be threatened for 
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Keynsham passengers because of the
one-way system increasing journey
time. All his drivers I have spoken to
think it makes little or no difference to
the journey time, particularly now his
buses boldly proclaim that the time has
been cut by three or four minutes by the
new road in Bishopsworth. The
difference is barely a minute, less on
occasions where they may be no pick-up
in Ashton Way. 
Whether we keep Keynsham's one-way
system after a trial is for people of
Keynsham to decide, not people from
Bath. It should not be determined on the
basis of business interest only. It is a
delicate balancing act. For my own part
as a pedestrian, I feel that the High
Street is now a better experience: I
suspect this is probably so for cyclists as
well. For pedestrian safety, it certainly
helps that the traffic goes in one
direction only but this has to be weighed
against a perceived or actual loss of
trade of shops in the High Street.
I use Bristol Airport three of four times
a year, using the A4 bus, as well as a link
from Brislington sometimes: it is a good
service. Buses do indeed need to go
where people need to be, as Mr Curtis
says, for an ‘airport bus’, that is largely
the airport (though not exclusively). If
I'm going to the airport from Keynsham,
it does not matter one jot where the bus
stop is: that it is barely 50 metres away
from where it was before (less if you
went through the chemists) makes zero
difference to me, nor I suspect, many
other people. If you want to be negative
about serving the people of Keynsham,
Mr Curtis, just go and leave us be.     
Lionel Hutt, Keynsham

New craft group at
Kingswood Heritage
Museum 
Dear Editor  
Your readers will already be aware of
the successful women's do-it-yourself
group started by Kingswood Heritage
Museum this year. Now we are going a
step further  by introducing a new group
dedicated to needlework, crochet and
knitting.
The group's first session is to be held at
the museum on Monday 16th October,
starting at 10am. A fee of £2 will include
refreshments. For more information
contact the museum on 0117 960 5664,
or email kingswoodmuseum@gmail
.com
Everyone is welcome – and we need
hardly add that that includes any men
who want to join us!
Linda Payne
Kingswood Heritage Museum

Bus boss under fire 
Dear Stephen  
I've read Mr Freeman's purview in Issue
494. His company's attitude of a lack of
balance or any sense of reason leaves a
great deal to be desired - given the fact
of the isolation of many communities
from major city areas like Bristol or
Bath. 
And the immature position it takes on
nervousness of competitor companies is
also no help to that equation or
calculation either so it's no wonder that I
consider those claims made as being
somewhat lacking in sincerity. 
I will not criticise any bus driver of

First, or any of their opponents in public
bus transport for the shortcomings. But
if bosses like Mr Freeman don't
acknowledge that certain unhelpful
actions are NO benefit to any
community in the region, then those
critiques are likely to increase by the
consequences of that and First is likely
to be the more heavily criticised.
Whilst I acknowledge that certain
change has to be made, wouldn't it be
more sensible to allow the opponents to
serve the routes which First cannot
totally cover without the banal
nonsensical matter of First's
oversensitivity of this? What matters is
interconnectivity. And that guarantees
social survival. 
Stephen Farthing
Hengrove

Can you help fight
blindness? 
Dear Editor  
Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) is the name
given to a group of hereditary disorders
that affect the retina situated at the back
of the eye. RP leads to a gradual loss of
vison and as with all sight loss
conditions, affects any age group, from
children to adults. 
RP Fighting Blindness and the Macular
Society have announced a new
collaboration to fund talented young
PhD. students to carry out research in
the field of genetic macular diseases.
Can you help us?                          
Please send us your used postage stamps
(stamps cut outside the perforations will
earn the charity more). We are also
grateful for any unwanted stamp

collections and old and foreign coins,
£16,000 has been raised to date.                        
Your contribution will make a
difference. Money used by RP Fighting
Blindness goes to the helpline service
and research into a cure for the disease.
For anyone wishing to know more, we
do a 35-minute talk to groups and clubs
which is light-hearted and informative
to promote awareness of the condition. 
There are now patients in clinical trials.
Help us give them a hope of vision.
Thank you to everyone who has helped
us to date – you have made a difference.
For further information contact us, Ron
& Gina Pritchard, at 22 Huckford Road,
Winterbourne, Bristol, BS36 1EA. Call
01454 772927 or email bristols
glosfightingblindness@gmail.com
Ron & Gina Pritchard

Lost camera 
Dear Stephen  
I went to my granddaughter’s
wedding at Keynsham Parish Church
on Saturday October 7th, at midday. I
parked in the road at the back of the
church and think I have dropped my
Nikon compact camera from getting
out of the car and walking through to
the front of the church. 
It has my name and address sticker on
it if any finder could return the
memory card to me, it would be of no
use to anyone else, even if the camera
is not returned. I live in hope.
Jim Edmondson
PS. The wedding was wonderful!

LETTERS

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



The culmination of almost a year of
knitting will be celebrated this
weekend (14th & 15th October)
when four local churches host
creative displays of stories from the
Bible. 
Bible Yarns will be on display in St
Anne’s Church at Siston, St Barnabas
at Warmley, St James at Mangotsfield
and St Mary’s at Bitton from 10am to
4pm each day.
There are six to eight knitted scenes at
each church and there will be the
chance to talk to some of the knitters
and learn how the characters were
made.  
In total there are more than 200 adult
figures and also some knitted children.
Each adult figure has taken at least five
hours to complete.
Other crafts such as crochet,
embroidery, patchwork and artwork
have been used to create the scenes.

The project has been organised by
Mary Webb, from St Anne’s Church.
Knitting began last November and at
one point this year there were more
than 50 knitters involved. Mrs Webb
said quite a few knitters had come
forward as a result of seeing articles in
The Week In. 
Go to St Anne’s and St Barnabas to see
Parables and Miracles, to St James to

see the story of Jesus’ birth and to St
Mary’s to see the Crucifixion and
Resurrection.
Coincidentally this weekend falls
during National Knitting Week (13th to
21st October). 
Bible Yarns will come together next
August when they will be on display in
the nave aisles at Bristol Cathedral for
the entire month.
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Wander (7)

8. Give out (7)

9. Varnish (7)

10. Small-sized 
newspaper (7)

11. Dummy pill (7)

14. Stray (3)

16. Walk unevenly (4)

18. Cain's brother (4)

19. Second-hand (4)

20. Ear part (4)

21. Small flap (3)

23. Dumbfound (7)

26. Yield (7)

28. Implement (7)

29. Brush off (7)

30. Reap (7)

DOWN
1. Write wrongly (8)

2. Stadium (5)

3. Rummage (5)

4. Clergyman (6)

5. Cutting remark (4)

6. Major artery (7)

7. Bitter quarrel (4)

12. Six-faced figure (4)

13. Waistband (4)

15. Gemstone (4)

16. Period before

Easter (4)

17. Multilinguist (8)

18. Pus-filled cavity (7)

22. Surprise attack (6)

24. Avow (5)

25. Progeny (5)

26. Drink mixer (4)

27. Single entity (4)

Stockwood

Craft fair
Stockwood Ladies Evening
Group will be holding a
craft fair on Wednesday
18th October at 8pm in the
hall at Christ the Servant
Church. 
The various stalls will
include jewellery, baskets,
greetings cards, many
jigsaws and a raffle. There
will also be a demonstration
of lace making, some
samples of the items shown
at the Briswool exhibition,
refreshments and home-
made cakes.  
Many of these products will
be available for sale and the
proceeds will go to the
group’s nominated charity,
Children’s Hospice South
West, which provides
hospice care for children
with life-limiting conditions
and their whole family. 

Kingswood 
Charity event
with football
legend

Knitters’ colourful
displays go on show 

Former England Inter-
national John Barnes will
be coming to Kingswood
next month for an event in
aid of the Offside Trust.
There will be the chance to
meet and greet and spend
an evening with the
football legend on Friday
10th November from
5.30pm to 10pm at
Centurys Club, Two Mile
Hill Road.
There will be music from
Marc Kenny. Tickets are
available on the Eventbrite
website.
The Offside Trust is an
organisation led by ex-
footballer Steve Walters
and former professional
golfer Chris Unsworth,
whose stories of child
sexual abuse have inspired
hundreds of people to
speak out for the first time.

One of the scenes in St Anne’s Church at Siston



Campaigners who want a
second pedestrian crossing
on Wellsway have carried
out a traffic survey which
they say highlights the
“overwhelming” need.
Andy Wait, Hal MacFie and
Adrian Ellis say a proposal
for a crossing near the Steel
Mills path and new bus stop
was turned down two years
ago as it had not satisfied the
criteria of B&NES Council
highway officers.
The residents measured the
flow of pedestrians (69) and
vehicles (2,600) from 7.05am
to 9.35am on 26th September
and say the numbers from
8am to 9am exceed the
declared criteria used by
other councils. The survey
revealed 16 out of 45

pedestrians had to wait longer
than 20 seconds to cross, with
many of those waiting up to
60 seconds. In addition it was
noted that many pupils from
Wellsway School and IKB
Academy, some with cycles,
were using this route.

Mr Wait said: “With the
increased traffic flows, the
new 178 bus stop and the fact
that it would become a safe
route to school means we
believe the case for this
crossing is now
overwhelming.”
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Keynsham 

Residents highlight need
for another crossing

Andy Wait & Hal MacFie conducting their survey



The Bitton & Oldland
branch of the Royal British
Legion will launch their
Poppy Appeal at the Garden
of Remembrance on Payne
Green, off Craven Way at
Barrs Court, on Friday 27th
October.
People are invited to gather
from 10.30am when crosses
will be available for
donations. The chairman of

the branch and the padre
will be speaking before a
silence at 11am.
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Keynsham

Lost
your
specs?
A Keynsham resident has
called us to say that she
has found two pairs of
spectacles on Bath Road
in Keynsham, not far from
the Grasmere Hotel.
She says they are ladies’
or girls’ glasses with
plastic frames, and that
one pair are reading
glasses.
If anyone has lost them,
contact us here at The
Week In on 0117 9860381
and we can pass on your
contact details to her.

At last year’s open-air
service at Hanham war
memorial, the Rev James
Jang, from Hanham
Tabernacle United Refor-
med Church, spoke of his
sadness at the dwindling
public support for this
event.
This was noted by the
councillors who were there,
and the parish council reached
out to the local clergy about
how to engage the community,
with the Rev Jang and the Rev
Peter Cook, from Hanham
Baptist Church, attending a
parish council meeting.   

From the discussions it
transpired that no one person
or group co-ordinated the
event so parish councillor Ian
Richardson offered, with the
full support of the parish
council and district coun-
cillors, to engage with the
Royal British Legion, the
clergy and Hanham
Community Centre to provide
support where required to co-
ordinate the service.  
This year’s open-air service at
the war memorial in front of
Hanham Community Centre
will now move from noon to
12.30pm on Sunday 12th

November.
It is hoped that more youth
groups will become involved
in supporting this event.

Hanham Community Centre
will be open to provide
shelter, with refreshments
available after the service. 

Orders of service will be
printed out by the community
centre and will be available
just prior to the service. 

Hanham 

Bid to boost dwindling turnout
on Remembrance Sunday

Poppy Appeal launch at Payne Green
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An open day was held at Rocking
Horse Nursery to mark the
official opening of its new home.
Over the summer the nursery
relocated from its accommodation at
the Grange School & Sports College
site in Warmley, where it had been
for 25 years, to the Kingsway
Centre, which is part of the Creative
Youth Network estate in
Kingswood.
The Grange, which had seen
dwindling numbers and was in a
poor state of repair, closed last year
but South Gloucestershire Council
allowed the nursery extra time to
find a new home.
All the youngsters who were at
Rocking Horse transferred to the
new site and all the staff moved
across too. The new nursery has

several large rooms for children of
different ages as well as several
outdoor play areas and a car park for
drop-offs and pick-ups.
The official opening ceremony was
performed by Sally Jaeckle OBE,
Head of Early Years Services at
Bristol City Council, as the nursery
actually lies in Bristol. She planted
an apple tree donated by some
parents. Nursery owner Julia Davies
gave thanks to family, staff, parents,
the Creative Youth Network, local
tradespeople and the children. She
said the youngsters have settled
remarkably well into their new
environment and especially love the
large outside area.
She added that there are still a few
places available but it is filling up
very fast.

Meanwhile users of the community
sports facilities at the Grange have
also had to find new venues to play.
They include the students at the
Digitech Studio School which has
been based on the Grange campus
since 2015.
Digitech does not have its own

sports facilities so students are now
having to take their practical lessons
at King’s Oak Academy in
Kingswood.
The council has described the
demolition plans as “complex” and
it is likely that work will not be
carried out until next year.
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Relocated nursery holds
grand opening

Sally Jaeckle plants an apple tree
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What is probably a Roman villa or a public
space has been found on Hanging Hill
between Upton Cheyney and Lansdown.
Last Friday afternoon, Tony Roberts, the
archaeologist leading the dig, gave a
fascinating talk at Manor Farm at Upton
Cheyney. Following the talk, Bitton Parish
History Group, which organised the event,
arranged for people to be taken by minibus to
view the site. 
In his talk, Tony explained how the dig had
originally started in 2012 with digging test pits
which revealed the corner of a building,
thought to be 3rd Century. 
After carrying out magnetic imaging surveys,
the work was continued in 2015 and revealed
the lightweight foundation of a building and a
series of bakery ovens and quern stones (stone
tools for hand-grinding). At the same dig,
painted plaster and pottery imported from
southern France indicated that there was a
more significant building nearby. Intriguingly,
a massive boundary wall was uncovered, some
two yards wide, suggesting the site was either
a villa, a public space, such as a temple, or a
fortress. 
The archaeologists were eager to continue the

work this year, despite being severely
hampered by bad weather. Further work
showed that the lower terrace they had worked
on was indeed an industrial working area with
a bakery, iron working, pin manufacture, and
the splitting of sandstone. 
Then came a breakthrough just two weeks ago,
when, as well as lots of interesting pins, bowls,
coins and other artefacts a piece of carved
monument, possibly the corner of an alter
stone was found. Then a few days before the
dig was due to finish, some pink (ochre)
painted wall plaster, a mortar floor and what is
possibly a bath house was found. 
The site has now been covered over, ready for
crops to be sown and so we will have to to wait
till the dig re-starts, hopefully next year. 
Meanwhile the next meeting of Bitton Parish
History Group will be on 8th November at
7pm for a 7.30pm start at Unity Methodist
Church, Oldland Common, with Gary Best
talking about ‘The Social Impact of
Methodism on Bristol in the 18th Century’.
To find out more contact the group’s secretary
Mike Gates on 0117 932 8777, email
mg122@btinternet.com or visit www.bitton
history.org.uk

Dig team reveal
exciting Roman finds

Talk at museum 
Curiouser and Curiouser is the title of the
next talk in Kingswood Heritage
Museum's 2017 series. 
In his fully illustrated presentation, Cyril
Routledge will entertain his audience with
quirks and oddities from everyday life. He
will reference unusual grave dedications,
offbeat shop names and other amusing
items, including a six-legged windmill.
The talk is on Monday 16th October,

starting at 7.30pm. An entry fee of £3 will
include refreshments. For more
information contact the museum on 0117
9605664 or email kingswood
museum@gmail.com
The museum is located in the former
Champion Brass Works at Tower Lane,
Warmley, Bristol BS30 8XT, just off the
Avon Ring Road (Cadbury Heath exit).
Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43 stop nearby.

Archaeologists Tony & Debbie
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Five hundred delegates
from local, national and
global businesses will
gather in the West of
England next Tuesday (17th
October) to discuss
innovative approaches to
the way we live, move
around and work in future.
Venturefest Bristol & Bath
2017 promises to be the

region’s largest ever
gathering of tech companies.
They will meet at The
Watershed in Bristol to share,
pitch and learn ideas and talk
about products and services
that can transform homes,
transport, work and health.
The event is culmination of
eight months of Venturefest
events delivered by Invest

Bristol & Bath, the
investment promotion agency
for the region, part of the
West of England Combined
Authority and Local
Enterprise Partnership. 
Venturefest aims to generate
growth for start-up
companies; provide them

with the opportunity to
engage with big corporations
and find new business
opportunities. 
This year the theme is Smart
Cities, which looks at how a
city region can link up assets
such as transport, housing,
water supply, hospitals

and schools using technology
and data.
West of England Mayor Tim
Bowles, pictured, will be
speaking  at the conference.
For more information, to
register and to sign up to the
workshops visit
www.venturefestbb.com

Smart thinking about the future

Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area that the
police mobile speed cameras are targeting
this week (starting 9th October).

Bath & North East Somerset:
In Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and Norman
Road; on the A431 Kelston Road; in
Keynsham on Charlton Road, Charlton Park,
Chandag Road, Wellsway, Queens Road and
Albert Road; on the A27 Pensford Hill; on
the A39 at Farmborough and Marksbury.

Bristol:
In St George on Nags Head Hill and Air

Balloon Road; in Brislington on the A4174
Callington Road, Talbot Road and Wick
Road; in Stockwood on Stockwood Lane; in
Fishponds on Snowdon Road, Thicket
Avenue and Thingwall Park.

South Gloucestershire:
On the A431 at Bitton and Swineford; at Mill
Lane in Oldland; on Abbots Road in
Hanham; on Court Farm Road in Longwell
Green; on the A420 in Wick and Warmley; on
Court Road and Tenniscourt Road in
Kingswood.
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Bristol 

Join the autumn blitz on litter

SITUATIONS VACANT

Ever thought about getting
together with your neighbours,
family or friends to do a
community litter pick?
From 16th to 29th October there
will be an Autumn Litter Blitz as
part of the Bristol Clean Street
Campaign.
Bristol Waste have all you need to

help you play your part in
supporting the Mayor’s campaign
and it is hoped this seasonal blitz
will be bigger and better than the
Great Bristol Spring Clean weekend
when 200 litter picking kits were
loaned out and in which 37
community groups took part.
Bristol Waste Company have all the

things you need to do a litter pick
safely. They can loan you litter
pickers, bags and high visibility
jackets and will even arrange to
collect the waste you collect for
free. To find out more email
hello@bristolwastecompany.co.uk
or call 0117 304 9022, or visit
www.bristolwastecompany.co.uk/lit

terpick. Mayor Marvin Rees has
made a pledge that Bristol will be
measurably cleaner by 2020. That
means less litter, fly-tipping,
graffiti, dog fouling, gum and weeds
in the city, as well as much more
reuse, repairing and recycling so
that less waste is produced and
disposed of in landfill.

Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The
Week In is an

effective and low
cost option.

Call Tracy or Jodie
on 0117 986 0381. 

Deadline for
Situations Vacant
advert bookings is

4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding

publication.
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Brislington 

New live-in centre opens 
Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees has
opened a new residential training
facility which will support young
people with special educational
needs and disabilities (SEND) to live
independently as part of their course
at City of Bristol College.
The centre, based in Brislington, is part
of an initiative known as Project
Rainbow which has been developed in
collaboration between City of Bristol
College, Bristol City Council, Bristol
parents and the young people.
The new facility has seven bedrooms
to accommodate students on a flexible
basis, ranging from daily access to the
house and overnight visits through to
weekly stays. There is an additional
room for sleep-in members of staff.
The site spans over an acre of grounds
with a fully-fitted learning kitchen,
multi-functional living room, laundry
room, and a garden with sensory
pathways and quiet areas. An eco-
friendly outdoor classroom will be
developed in the future.

Mr Rees said: “Our aspiration as a
Learning City is for Bristol to be a
place where everyone gets a good start
in life and no student is left behind.
This project is a great example of how
working together we can improve the
opportunities available to our young
people.  
“We have partnered with City of
Bristol College, students and parents to
help design an environment that
encourages independence, while
simultaneously providing the
knowledge and skills to secure
employment in a wide range of areas.”
Students are all part of the Progression
into Independence course at City of
Bristol College which started in 2016.
The key focus of the course is to teach
young people with SEND the skills
needed for independent adulthood.
Life skills such as maths and English,
independent travel, problem solving,
personal safety and care and money
management will also be taught. 
The course will introduce students to a

variety of career paths such as IT,
horticulture, retail, catering and
hospitality, and the focus is on all
aspects of adult living, including
socialising with friends and living in a

community. Students will be
encouraged to take part in activities
such as arts and crafts, music and
media projects, as well as sports in
partnership with Bristol Rugby.



B&NES Council says it
needs to made “difficult
financial decisions” as it
seeks to continue to
balance its budget. 
Keynsham councillor

Charles Gerrish, who is the
Cabinet Member for
Finance & Efficiency, said:
“In the last financial year all
councils have faced a
massive rise in demand for
adult social care and
children’s services. In Bath
& North East Somerset
currently 75 pence out of
every pound in the council’s
budget is spent on adult
social care and children’s
services. 
“We predict this will rise to
a minimum of 80 pence in
every pound by the end of
the year and could rise
higher. Our community
expects us to prioritise
support for vulnerable
people; this means all our
other services will have to
be funded from what’s left.

This will be extremely
challenging, but we still aim
to deliver high quality
services into the future. 
“We are continuing to
scrutinise our spending and
transform the way we do
things to save money, but
we also need to work
together with the local
community and encourage
those who live and work
here to play their part. It is
in everyone’s interest that
services are provided to
those who most need them
and local people have a vital
role to play in ensuring the
money the council has to
spend on services goes
further. Everyone can help,
be it through recycling,
helping neighbours and
family or by volunteering.” 
The council says demand
for services and costs is
rapidly rising, while the
grant received from the
Government continues to
reduce as part of the effort
to reduce the national
deficit. Councils are now
seeking to replace lost grant
funding with money from
the Business Rates growth,
New Homes Bonus,
commercial income and
further efficiencies, but also
to prioritise expenditure. 
B&NES Council needs to
save a further £16.2m by
April 2020. This is on top of
the £14.8m worth of savings
already planned over the
same period. The £14.8m of
savings are part of a four-
year programme (2016-
2020) to achieve £42m of
savings including an extra
£7m from commercial and
trading income
The council stresses there

are no “easy” options and it
will not be able to do
everything that it currently
does. 
The population of B&NES
is growing; by 2020 it will
have risen by 4% from 2016
as a result of 5,500 new
homes and increasingly
longer life spans. As people
live longer, they are often
living with one or more
long-term conditions
requiring help and support,
meaning the council has to
arrange and deliver
increasingly complex pack-
ages of care.  The council
says it has to make further
changes so it can still cover
the growing demand and
rising costs for things such
as children’s safeguarding,
services for adults with
learning disabilities and
children with special
educational needs, for
which it has a primary
statutory responsibility. This
year’s budget is also under
pressure. The demand for
children’s services and adult
social care has already
increased above that
budgeted for and is part of
the future pressure outlined
above. By the planned use
of ‘one-off’ funds and

careful financial arrange-
ments, the council says it
will be able to manage for
this year. The remaining
budgets are predicted to
perform to around 1% of
their target. 
The Cabinet is being asked
to approve an updated five-
year financial plan. The new
plan will include a review of
priorities to look at whether
further savings can be made,
targeting capital spending to
priority areas, maximising
contract savings and income
opportunities, reviewing the
options for additional
shared services and more
closely managing demand
in “demand-led” services
such as children and adult
care. If approved, the plan
will be reviewed annually. 
The council wants to hear
local people’s views on how
best the authority can
balance its budget, to ensure
it continues to protect the
most vulnerable while
investing for the future.
Alternatively share your
ideas at one of the council’s
forums in November and
December. The one in
Keynsham is on 30th
November at The Space at
6.30pm.
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Charles Gerrish

B&NES

Tough decisions looming as council
grapples with budget challenge



People to who took part in the recent
consultation on where to locate an
integrated library and one stop shop
for Bath have strongly suggested the
Podium as their preferred location. 
Between July and September, B&NES
Council asked members of the public
for their views on where would be best
to co-locate the library and one stop
shop out of two viable options – the
Podium or Lewis House. 
A total of 1,891 people responded and
the results show that nearly 92% of
respondents opted for the Podium as
their preferred location.
In light of the consultation findings
officers have recommended that the
Cabinet, which was meeting today
(Wednesday), agrees to proposals to
locate the integrated service of the
library and customer services in the
Podium as part of a modernisation
programme safeguarding the future of
both services. 
Integrating these services in Bath will
help save nearly £400,000 a year as
part of the council’s wider Modern
Libraries programme, which is
expected to save up to a total of
£800,000 a year by 2020. 
Leader of the council Tim Warren said:
“The future location of Bath’s Library

has sparked much passionate debate in
recent months, demonstrating just how
valued this service is by residents. I’d
like to thank all those who have taken
the time to respond to the consultation
and given their views at various forums
in recent weeks. It’s clear from the
consultation responses that there is
overwhelming support for the Podium
as the location for the Library and One
Stop Shop, and this is obviously
something the Cabinet will take on
board when it meets. 
“Whilst other councils are closing
libraries, I’m pleased that here in
B&NES we are investing in the future
of our libraries and developing
innovative solutions that both protect
our library service and put it onto a
sustainable footing for the long term.” 
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B&NES

Library set to stay
in the Podium

Hair stylist organises
fashion show
Hairdresser Sara Griffiths is organising next week’s fashion show in aid of
Dorothy House Hospice and the Goldies singing charity, see advert, below
left. This is Sara’s third year of charity fundraising. She works for Dorothy
House but is also returning to hairdressing at The Parlour salon in Wick Road,
Brislington.

Sara said: “I am
lucky doing two
jobs that I love,
but also helping
two charities at
the same time.”
Tickets are £5
and available
from The
Goldies Shop in
Keynsham.

Sara Griffiths



Vets4Pets Emersons
Green partner Dr Carla
Puime Costoya DVM
MRCVS talks to The
Week In about the
dangers of fireworks and
top tips for helping your
pets deal with this
stressful time of year.
With the nights drawing in,
it won’t be long before
people will soon be
enjoying fireworks again.
Bonfire Night and New
Year’s Eve are the
traditional times for
extravagant displays, but it
has also become popular for
smaller parties to have
fireworks year round and
whilst this is an exciting
time for most of us, it can be
less enjoyable for our
animal friends.
The loud noises associated

with the fireworks can give
rise to fear and even
phobias. Your pet might
shake, pant, salivate,
urinate/defecate inapprop-
riately, hide or cling to you
or try to escape for example.
For the wellbeing and safety
of your pet, it is important to
take action before fireworks
season begins.
If your pet is sensitive to
loud noises then it is usually
best to engage in long-term
treatment strategies that will
aim to desensitise them to
their fear.  This can take
several months to have a
positive effect but there are
some short-term solutions
that can help your pet when
the firework season is
looming, until appropriate
behavioural advice can be
sought. 

These include pheromonal
therapies, supplements or
swaddling pet shirts to help
reduce anxiety (these are
usually available over the
counter at your veterinary
surgery).
You can also help by
reducing exposure to the
noises and providing
distractions.  My top tips to
help your pets would be:
• Walk dogs before dark
• Keep cats and rabbits/

guinea pigs/ferrets inside
after dark

• Close all curtains
• Provide chews/toys and

play with your pet
• Ignore noises and act

relaxed to avoid
reinforcing the fear

• Allow your pet a safe
place/den

• Keep the TV/radio on at a
louder volume

• Remember not to punish
your fearful pet as this
could make the situation
worse.  Only reward posi-
tive, confident behaviour.

Most importantly, don’t
leave it too late! Come and
talk to the team at Emersons
Green Vets4Pets about how
we might be able to help
you and your pet during
firework season.
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Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin

Help your pet cope
with fireworks

Dr Carla
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Four changes being made to driving test 
The driving test will change from Monday 4th
December to include following directions from
a sat-nav and testing different manoeuvres.
The four changes are designed to make sure new
drivers have the skills they’ll need to help them
through a lifetime of safe driving.
The independent driving part of the test will
increase to 20 minutes. It currently lasts around
10 minutes. 
During the independent driving part of the test,
most candidates will be asked to follow
directions from a sat nav (one in five driving tests
won’t use a sat nav but will need to follow traffic
signs instead). 
The examiner will provide the sat nav (a
TomTom Start 52) and set it up. You can’t follow
directions from your own sat nav during the test
- you have to use the one supplied by the
examiner. You’ll be able to ask the examiner for
confirmation of where you’re going if you’re not
sure and it won’t matter if you go the wrong way
unless you make a fault while doing it.
The ‘reverse around a corner’ and ‘turn-in-the-

road’ manoeuvres will no longer be tested, but
you should still be taught them by your instructor.
You’ll be asked to do one of three possible
reversing manoeuvres - parallel park at the side
of the road, park in a bay, either driving in and
reversing out, or reversing in and driving out (the
examiner will tell you), and pulling up on the
right-hand side of the road and reversing for two
car lengths and rejoining the traffic.
The examiner will ask you two vehicle safety
questions during your driving test - these are
known as the ‘show me, tell me’ questions.
The ‘tell me’ question (where you explain how
you’d carry out a safety task) will be at the start
of your test, before you start driving.
The ‘show me’ question (where you show how
you’d carry out a safety task) will be while you’re
driving - for example, showing how to wash the
windscreen using the car controls and wipers.
The examiner will still mark the test in the same
way, and the same things will still count as faults.
The overall time of the driving test won’t change.
It will still take around 40 minutes.

MOTORING
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An autumn break in Cornwall
Cheating the winter months so the
glow of summer remains into the
short, dark days before Christmas
is challenging, but can be done.  It’s
with this in mind we set off for
Cornwall, hoping for sun and the
chance to observe some autumnal
scenery.
We stayed in Camborne, a small
inland town close to holiday
destinations such as Porthtowan,
Redruth, Penzance and Portreath.  The
hotel was basic but adequate for our
needs.  As we wandered along the
narrow high street with its usual
selection of charity shops and cafés, I
noticed a little square to our right in
which to my amazement was an
ornate granite fountain dating back to
1890.  Carved into its base was a name
I knew very well.  It was my brother’s
fairly unusual name, which I have
never seen anywhere before.  
It would seem our forefathers had
been machinery makers in Camborne
producing rock drillers for the copper
and tin mines, which 200 years ago
abounded in the area.  This alone
endeared me to Cornwall and the local
mines at Carne Brae, the remains of
which can be seen dotting the pitted
landscape as you approach Camborne.
On our first full day in Cornwall we
decided to catch the train to Penzance.
We made our way to the small station
at Camborne and waited for the
locomotive to arrive.  The station at
Penzance is the end of the line and
very close to the shoreline and town

centre.  It takes five hours to
travel from Paddington to
Penzance and in summer the
town can be very busy.
During the journey we
stopped at Hayle and St Erth
(a connecting junction) and
passed St Michael’s Mount at
Marazion.  A mixture of
countryside and seaside, this
is a pleasant ride and only
takes about 25 minutes. 
Crossing the main road from
the station in Penzance, we
wandered up through the busy
shopping area and found
ourselves on the quieter
outskirts.  Climbing further
we discovered Penlee Park, a
beautiful area of gardens which also
houses Penlee Art Gallery.  With a
very welcome coffee shop it is also a
place to stop, rest and contemplate.
From here we made our way back
down another hill, passing Victorian
villas with palm trees and remains of
summer colour cramping small front
gardens.  Eventually we arrived at sea
level and near the harbour.  Penzance
became a market town in 1592 and
gets its name from the old Cornish
words Pen Sans, meaning Holy
headland.  
Arriving back at the station we caught
the train back to Camborne, arriving
at about 6pm.  Up a small side street in
the town we found a very good Italian
restaurant and treated ourselves to
fresh sea bass, pasta and salad.  

The second day was sunshine from
morning through to a beautiful fiery
orange sunset.  This being Sunday, we
decided to travel by car to Portreath, a
small beach about six miles from
Camborne.  It is a sight to behold
when turning a country lane to look
down on a breathtaking picture of
navy blue sea and brilliant white
waves breaking onto an almost
deserted sandy beach.   
The usual trekkers had not yet arrived
and the surf-shack type beach café
was empty.  We filled up on hot coffee
before starting our walk up Western
Hill which overlooks the beach.
Western Hill is a National Trust area
and wild ponies forage for food on the
heather and gorse that proliferate at
the top.  After a climb of about a

quarter of an hour, we caught
our breath and looked down
over Portreath Beach.  Here
we saw a number of birds
including the rare Stonechat
and Wheatear, like us, taking
in the clean sea air.  The
orange RNLI lifeboat was
now on the beach and flags
had been erected indicating
the safe places to bathe and
surf.
After some appreciation of
the magnificent scenery, we
descended the steep hill and
walked the full length of the
shore. Whilst doing so we
discovered a hidden cove that

filled with sea water to the rhythm of
the tide.
As we walked towards Portreath’s
small harbour, I noted the history of
the unusual hut which jutted over the
harbourside cliff edge.   It said the hut
was called ‘Lower Pilots Lookout’ or
‘The Dead Man’s Hut’.  Apparently,
the building was the lower of two
points which controlled accessibility
to Portreath Harbour via a flag-
signalling system.  However, the
name more popularly known by locals
as ‘Dead Man’s Hut’ came from its
use as a temporary mortuary
whenever a body was recovered from
the sea.
During the 19th century, Portreath
was a busy thriving concern,
transporting copper to South Wales
for smelting, and in return, coal was
picked up from the Welsh coal mines
for appreciative local communities.
Although now just a small pleasure
beach for families, surfers and
walkers to enjoy, it is also a place to
experience the atmosphere of real
Cornish history, whether it be the
trade of minerals from the south coast
of Wales to the south coast of
Cornwall, or the pirates and wreckers
that would have once inhabited the
area. With a good imagination, it is
not difficult to retrace time and see
many a pirate from Penzance bringing
home the booty.  Some of them could
even have been my ancestors.
Christine Rogers
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Oldland Common

Students get a buzz from reading
Year 7 students at Sir
Bernard Lovell Academy
were treated to a talk from
local author Fleur
Hitchcock. 
Fleur’s book, Murder in
Midwinter, has been chosen
as one of this year’s

Bookbuzz titles - a scheme
run by the national charity
Book Trust to encourage
reading for pleasure. 
Every Year 7 student is
offered the chance to choose
one of the 17 shortlisted titles
to keep.  

The author talked about her
childhood heroes, including
the Olympic gymnast Olga
Korbut, Captain Kirk and
Batman. She explained the
publication process and the
excitement of having an
illustrator work on her book

cover. Students were given an
insight into Fleur’s current
project, and she shared her
working title with the group,
as well as signing books and
bookmarks.
Sir Bernard Lovell Academy
has signed up to Bookbuzz
for the first time and the visit
was organised by librarian
Laura Richards.
She said: “It is such a great
opportunity for students to

meet authors in real life, and
to hear about what inspires
them. We had a great morning
with Fleur and the students
have all given very positive
feedback on the talk. Now we
are looking forward to seeing
which books they choose for
their Bookbuzz book.”
Another author, Steven
Camden (AKA Polar Bear),
was due to visit SBL this
week.

Longwell Green
Eisteddfod
The annual Longwell Green Eisteddfod, which provides a
platform for children and young people to perform with
adjudication by experienced professionals, takes place in
the week beginning Monday 23rd October. 
There will be speech and drama classes on the Monday and
Tuesday, piano on the Monday, instrumental and vocal on
the Tuesday and dance on the Monday and Saturday. 
All music classes (piano, vocal and instrumental) will be
held in the United Church, Bath Road, while dance and
speech and drama classes will be held in the Longwell
Green Community Centre.
The festival is affiliated to the British & International
Federation of Festivals for Music, Dance and Speech.
Audience admission is £3 for one day (concessions £2) and
£9 for the whole week (concessions £5). Children under
eight go free.
To find out more visit http://www.lgefestival.co.uk/

Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Staple Hill

Pumpkin fun in Page Park
An event called Pumpkin Patch will be held in Page Park on Saturday 28th October from 11am to
3.30pm. There will be entertainment, children’s rides, stalls, games and face painting.
A fancy dress competition for children under 12 will be judged at 2.30pm and people who come along
with carved pumpkins can enter a competition at 3pm.  Meanwhile in the Nest community room at the
new Bean Tree Café, there will be Thriller dance classes.
Find out more on Friends of Page Park Facebook page. The Friends were recently presented with the
Queen's Award for Voluntary Service. The award is the highest award given to volunteer groups across
the UK for outstanding work in their local communities. 
The award was presented by Dame Janet Trotter, Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire, and Robert
Bernays, Vice Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire. 
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Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Carpet Cleaning

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Building Services

Carpet Fitters

CARPENTRY

& DECORATING

Stuart Olds

T. 0117 2790421

M. 07702 255888
E. stuartolds1@btinternet.com

Over 30 years experience
City & Guild qualifi ed

Carpentry

BlindsBook a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Caravans Cars & Vans

Caravan / Car
Storage
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Electrical

Fencing

Computers / IT

Foot Care

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Driveways

Chimney Sweep

Garden Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Garden Services

Guttering
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers

Plumbers

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Hair & Beauty

Man Who Can

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

C P WHITTLE Fully
qualified. Interior and
exterior decoration.
References if required.
Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

Ironing
Services

Plastering

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

Logs
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Windows & Doors

Windows & Doors

Cherry Plumbing
& Heating 
Services

REG 208706

Boiler Breakdown 
Service & Installation 

Engineer
All makes and models

worked on
Call Darren on

07787 956651

Skip Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Venue Hire

TVs

To Let

Therapies

Sewing Lessons

Upholstery

Waste Disposal
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