
Public Health England says it
is working closely with NHS
partners and Bristol City
Council following another
confirmed case of meningitis

B in a Bristol student. 
The patient is recovering well
in hospital but investigations
have revealed they have
social links to St Brendan’s

Sixth Form student George
Zographou who died last
month after being taken ill
with meningitis B at the
Boardmasters festival in

Cornwall.
Based on this additional
information, and as a
precautionary measure, PHE
is working to identify an

extended group of social
contacts of the case, who will
be offered antibiotics and the
MenB vaccine. The wider
population in the city, and
those who are not identified
as close social contacts, are
not considered within the ‘at
risk’ group as the risk of
meningococcal infection
remains very low.
Mike Wade, Deputy Director
of Health Protection for PHE
South West, said: "We want to 
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reassure people that all app-
ropriate public health actions
are being taken. As well as
the extra step we are taking
with the wider social contacts
associated with the most
recent cases, PHE’s advice at
present is that students ensure
they are up to date with their
immuni-sations. 
“This includes the Men
ACWY vaccine which
protects against other strains
of meningitis. We urge people
maintain awareness of signs
and symptoms of meningitis
and septicaemia, and to seek
urgent medical advice if they
are concerned about their
health.
"Further information can be
found at www.meningitisnow
.org and www.meningitis.org
which includes information

about signs and symptoms
and the different vaccines
available."
Men ACWY vaccine for
teenagers was introduced in
2015. Since then the vaccine
has been offered to pupils in
Year 9 in schools, with a
catch-up campaign being
rolled out for older pupils
(Years 10 – 13) and university
‘freshers’. If students are in
these age groups and are
unsure if they have had the
vaccine they should contact
their GP surgery.
However, the MenB vaccine
is not routinely given to
teenagers who are also a
high-risk age group for the
disease. The vaccine can be
paid for privately. 
Although meningococcal
disease is uncommon, people
should be aware of the

symptoms which can include
a fever, headache, rapid
breathing, drowsiness,
shivering, vomiting and cold
hands and feet. It can also
cause a characteristic rash
which does not fade when

pressed against a glass. In
teenagers, meningitis can
sometimes present without
many of these characteristic
symptoms, and in some cases
individuals have displayed
symptoms similar to those

associated with gastro-
enteritis.
People concerned about any
of these symptoms should
seek medical advice
immediately by calling their
GP or NHS 111.
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New road signs have now
gone up in Keynsham
High Street to help
motorists navigate the
one-way system which was
introduced at the end of
April.
In June concerned
Keynsham business owners
met councillors and
B&NES officers to discuss
the impact that the trial one-
way system, was having on
their trade. There were
reports that footfall had
slumped and car parks were
empty as signage was
confusing.
At that meeting the council
said that more advance
route signage was being
prepared to better direct
motorists, along with better
advertising of the location
of the town centre’s car
parks.
A large sign has recently

gone up on the corner near
the HSBC Bank indicating a
right turn up Charlton Road
for Queen Charlton,
Whitchurch, Lays Farm
Trading Estate and local
traffic, and advising
motorists that they can turn
left at the end of the one-
way section of the High
Street for Wells (the A39)
and Bath (A4) and through
traffic. The sign also shows
there is no entry beyond the
High Street to Temple Street
for traffic, except buses and
taxis.
A smaller sign near the
Coventry Building Society
directs motorists to turn
right into Charlton Road to
get to Temple Street, the
leisure centre, civic centre
and health centre, as well as

short-stay car parks.
B&NES Council has said
that ultimately it will be the
local community who will
have the final say over
whether or not the one-way
system should become a
permanent feature.
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The West of England
Combined Authority
(WECA) has agreed to
allocate £1.2m to consider
the business cases for
almost 20 transport
schemes for the region.
The schemes include the A4

(Broadmead roundabout) to
Avon Mill Lane relief road,
the A37-A4 orbital link
including improvements at
Hicks Gate roundabout, the
A37 to Bristol link, a Bristol
to Keynsham MetroBus,
and improvements to the
Callington Road junction in
Brislington. 
Improvements to Keynsham
Station and more Park &
Ride provision around
Bristol are also on the list,
as is a Winterbourne
Frampton Cottrell bypass,
improvements to Yate
Station and improvements
to Junction 14 of the M5.
The WECA board consists
of Regional Mayor Tim

Bowles, the Mayor of
Bristol Marvin Rees and
Matthew Riddle and Tim
Warren, leaders of South
Gloucestershire and
B&NES councils
respectively. 
Speaking on Friday at a
meeting of WECA at
Kingswood Civic Centre,
Matthew Riddle said the
business cases would
support some of the biggest
transport projects ever
announced in the area with
beneficial effects across
council boundaries.
And Tim Bowles said it was
the start of plans to ensure
connectivity in the region
improves in the long term.
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Campaigners against a Junction
18a and link road at
Pucklechurch are gathering
evidence which they say makes a
mockery of the public
consultation as it is so full of
errors.
Emails obtained under the Freedom
of Information Act reveal doubts
being voiced within South
Gloucestershire Council about
whether Option B of the eastern
route, which would run very close to
the village, is actually viable.
And at the recent series of
exhibitions hosted by South Glos
Council and consultants ch2m about
the feasibility of a Junction 18a and
link road, several people have
reported being told by
representatives that Option B was a

mistake and highly unlikely to go
ahead because of the constraints,
including listed buildings. 
Some of those comments can be
seen on the Facebook page (M4/18a
Save Our Green Belt) while others
have been reported in questionnaires
to Pucklechurch Parish Council.
Parish councils and district
councillors were first briefed about
the western and eastern options back
in June. Pucklechurch Parish
Council then discussed the matter at
its meeting on 21st June and it was
also raised at a Community
Engagement Forum in Warmley on
27th June, when The Week In first
heard about it. As news spread, 100
people   turned   up   for   the   next 

Continued on page 6
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Growing fury at ‘flawed’
Junction 18a consultation

The strength of feeling is shown by the turnout at a meeting in
Pucklechurch last week
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Continued from page 5
meeting of Pucklechurch
Parish Council on 5th July
to show their concern at the
eastern route.
An email obtained under
FOI shows that on 14th July
– the day that local MPs
were addressing a public
meeting in Pucklechurch to
speak against the eastern
options -  the project’s
strategic transport and
environment policy
manager said that a press
release being issued by
South Glos Council that day
“needs to be consistent”
with the plans Pucklechurch
Parish Council released. 
The press release that duly

came out included a draft
map showing a western
route with a junction on the
Westerleigh Road at Lyde
Green and an eastern route
with two link road options -
Option A running through
open countryside, and
Option B closer to
Pucklechurch.
But just five days later, an
email from ch2m refers to a
council officer who doubts
that Option B is deliverable
“without v adverse impact
on residents and thinks it
would be better for the
consultation to focus on one
western and one eastern
route”.
Later that day (Wednesday

19th July) an email from a
South Glos officer reveals
the M4 Junction 18a Link
Leaflet has been drafted on
the assumption there is no
Option B, and that a final
decision must be made on
the coming Friday.
The consultation document
that was eventually released
last month includes the
western route and the
eastern route with both
options.
Eastern Option A, it says,
“has the potential to meet
the scheme objectives but it
would have some adverse
impacts”. Of Option B, it
says: “Our initial
assessment shows that this

route has a number of
constraints and would be
difficult to deliver without
severe adverse impacts on
the local community.
However, we have included
this alignment in the
consultation so we can hear
your views.”

‘Sham’
The vice chair of
Pucklechurch Parish Coun-
cil Gail Boyle said that if
Option B wasn’t considered
viable but still made it into
the consultation it was
shocking considering all the
stress and worry it has been
causing.
At a public meeting in

Pucklechurch last Tuesday
that was attended by more
than 200 people, she gave a
presentation in which she
ripped apart the way the
consultation has been
handled and highlighted
omissions. 
Cllr Boyle said the
consultation was “entirely
flawed” and that South Glos
Council had “failed in its
duty to produce accurate,
detailed information”. The
council had “failed
miserably” to mention all
the constraints, she said, and
Historic England would be
lodging objections.
She suggested that South
Gloucestershire       Council 
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If the eastern route for an M4 junction and
link road is chosen, the Webb family
would see a dual carriageway plough
through the land they farm and destroy
their way of life.
The family are pictured at Gingells Farm
on Shortwood Hill, in a field known as
Long Ground. The road would carve
through where they are standing to link up
with the ring road.
Edgar Webb, who is nearly 70, has lived
here all his life and his wife Mary has
lived here for the 49 years they have been
married.
Mrs Webb delivered a moving speech at
last Tuesday’s public meeting in
Pucklechurch which left several people in
tears.
She spoke about how devastated the
family are at the prospect of their farm
being forcibly taken from them under a
Compulsory Purchase Order if the eastern

option is progressed. The Webb family
have long farmed land in the area and
Edgar and Mary’s grandsons Jack, 12, and
Joseph, 10, hope to take over Gingells
Farm one day.
Since learning about the Pucklechurch
option on 4th July, Mrs Webb said the
threat hanging over their home, family and
business was causing great stress.
She told the meeting that when they had
applied to build a home for their son Phil
and his family to live on the farm, it was
turned down as it is in the Green Belt, and
queried why it had not been allowed if it
was deemed okay to build a link road in
almost the same spot.
She has highlighted the family’s
devastation in letters sent to not just South
Gloucestershire Council but also a host of
other people and organisations including
Prince Charles, the Prime Minister and the
National Farmers’ Union.

Link road would
destroy our farm

read its own leaflets about
Siston and Pucklechurch
conservation areas.
She said air quality was not
mentioned and that
Environment Agency
information had not been
sourced or provided for the
eastern options. “Siston
Brook rises where they want
to put a roundabout,” she
said. She also said that no
figures were provided in the
consultation document as to
the exact levels of traffic
flows, and that the only
figure supplied is within the
FAQ (Frequently Asked
Questions) document which
says “the traffic predictions
show that on average the
400,000 journeys will take
around 2% less time”. She
said it wasn’t clear whether
that was 400,000 journeys
per day, week, month or
year as no period had been
specified, but it equated to
just 72 seconds per one-
hour journey.
There were no details of
public transport even
though the study was meant
to “Identify options for
increasing capacity and
resilience... across all
surface transport modes”,
she added.
Nor had there been any
attempt made to engage
with, or assess the impact on
small business owners
before the consultation. Cllr
Boyle said the public
exhibitions and its staffing
had “proved to be less than
satisfactory” as staff often
did not have answers and
provided opinions, rather
than fact. Many people
reported that the maps were
hard to understand with no
landmarks or street names.
Resident and environmental
expert Jacqui Berry said the
parish council had sourced
data from the Bristol
Regional Environmental

Records Centre, unlike the
consultants as it did not
appear on their map. The
data included the threat to
“red listed” (endangered)
animals and plants along the
eastern route. She also
spoke about how air quality
would be compromised but
that no environmental
assessment had been done
for the two eastern options. 
Martin Smith, who runs
Pucklechurch’s community
website and who used to
work designing and
building roads, branded
Junction 18a a “white
elephant”. He said people in
the village were “worried
sick” about the
Pucklechurch options and
could not sleep at night or
sell their homes.
Mr Smith said that more
roads equalled more traffic
and it was a myth that it
would help the local
economy. He said there
were “aspirational state-
ments” but no evidence to
support the building of a
Junction 18a and link road
and that money could be
better invested in public
transport and making better
use of existing roads.
He urged people to object to
both western and eastern
routes, warning that by
choosing the western option
over the eastern, they would
be supporting the need for a
Junction 18a, and if the
western option ended up not
going ahead because of the
cost or disruption, then they
could end up with the
eastern one. 
He said: “South Glos have
to realise that they can’t get
away with this sham.”
At the end of the meeting a
straw poll was taken in
which the overwhelming
majority said they did not
want either option.
See also page 8 Edgar & Mary Webb, left, with son Phil and grandsons Joseph & Jack
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Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore and neighbour-
ing MP Luke Hall have
met Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling to discuss
their opposition to the
proposed eastern option
for a new M4 Junction
18a. 
Mr Skidmore secured the
£500,000 of Government
money needed for the
feasibility study, and built
the case around an M4 link
at the ring road at Emersons
Green, serving the Bristol &
Bath Science Park and the
growing community of
Lyde Green.

He said: “I have been
campaigning alongside
local residents and
councillors for an M4 link
road at Emersons Green
since I was first elected as
the MP for Kingswood in
2010. I have already written
to the council stating my
objections, created a
petition against the option
which has already reached
1,846 signatures, and I will
continue to raise my
objections (to the eastern
option) with highest levels
of Government to show the
strength of feeling local
residents have against this

proposal. 
“Both myself and Luke
were pleased that the
Transport Secretary agreed
to meet us to discuss our
concerns about the eastern
option in the study. While
the consultation is ongoing,

we thought that it important
that Chris Grayling and the
Department of Transport
knew the strength of local
feeling that this study has
suggested an option that
should have never been on
the table.”

MPs tell Grayling
why eastern junction
option is wrong

Public
exhibitions
The last in the series of
public exhibitions being
held for people to find
out more and have their
say on options for an
M4 Junction 18a and
link road are today
(Wednesday 20 Septem-
ber) from noon to 2pm at
the Bristol and Bath
Science Park at
Emersons Green, and
tomorrow (Thursday)
from 4pm to 7pm at
Warmley Community
Centre.
The formal consultation
runs until Monday 16th
October. Paper copies of
the questionnaire are
available at the drop-in
sessions and online at
www.southglos.gov.uk/
m4j18a  

From left, Chris Skidmore,
Luke Hall & Chris Grayling
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 24th September
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Reduced staffed opening hours kick in
at South Gloucestershire libraries on
Monday 2nd October.
The cuts were the primary way the council
decided to achieve the £500,000 it was
looking to save from the library budget.
The mobile library service has also been
withdrawn.
Extended opening hours are also being
introduced in eight of South
Gloucestershire’s libraries from 2nd
October. The new Open Access system,
which has been installed over the summer,
allows registered users over the age of 16
to use upgraded membership cards to
access services during unstaffed hours.
Open Access, which was trialled at
Bradley Stoke Library, will go live at
Cadbury Heath, Emersons Green, Staple
Hill, Winterbourne, Yate, Thornbury and
Filton libraries, with users able to use the
library from 7:30am to 8:30pm, seven days
a week.
The technology has also been installed at
Patchway Library, where opening hours

are slightly different because the building
is shared with the NHS.
Downend Library will get the new
technology, but not until later in the year as
the installation of the technology is more
complex in that building. Kingswood
Library, which will move into the nearby
Kingswood Civic Centre next summer,
will have Open Access technology
installed when it relocates.
Hanham Library is not getting Open
Access because one of the library’s fire
exits has steps which would be impossible
for people with mobility problems to use
without assistance from staff.
Other changes to the South Gloucestershire
library service include supporting
community libraries in Marshfield and
Stoke Gifford as the mobile library service
has been withdrawn. 
For full details on staffed and Open Access
hours at your local library, to book an
induction session as well as to browse the
catalogue and reserve or renew books, visit
http://www.south glos.gov.uk/libraries

The annual 1940s event takes
place at Bitton Station this
weekend (23rd & 24th
September).
There will be displays of
military vehicles in the car
park, vintage bus rides to
Warmley Signal Box and a
display of the former
Somerdale factory Sentinel
locomotive which is being
restored at Avon Valley
Railway.
Vintage buses will also
transport visitors to and from
the off-site parking at
Keynsham Station’s overflow
car park.
There will be the chance to
enjoy 1940s style enter-
tainment from the Memory
Lane Singers, who will be
bringing a touch of ’40s

glamour to the station
throughout the weekend, and
the Serenade Big Band. 
Other attractions include
vintage Punch & Judy and
barrel organ shows and you can
even keep an eye out for ‘Sir
Winston Churchill’ and ‘King
George VI’ who will arrive and
depart the railway each day in a
military convoy and give
speeches.
Tickets are £11 for adults
(concessions £10 and children
£9). A family ticket (two adults
and up to four children) is £35.
Tickets are on sale online at
www.avonvalleyrail way.org or
phone the booking office on
0117 9325538.
Trains depart from 10.30am
with a regular service
throughout both days.

South Glos 

Reduced library hours
from 2nd October

Bitton  

Going back in
time to the 1940s

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



Democracy alert! 
Dear Editor 
Mike Barrow (Issue 491) hit the nail on
the head. Why should those far-left
young people at university be subjected
to the people-owned Morning Star?
Don’t they know they should be reading
Lord Rothermere’s Daily Mail or Rupert
Murdoch’s Sun? These gentlemen are
both very rich and know what’s best!
Besides, how else will the students get
their daily dose of Tory cock and bull?  
Mr Barrow is also right when he says
that Jeremy Corbyn almost got into 10
Downing Street through the democratic
use of the ballot box. What a scoundrel
that Jeremy Corbyn is!  Mr Corbyn must
be thinking that when he succeeds next
time he will reinstate the welfare state
and the NHS. What a nerve! 
What’s more, with Momentum behind
him, he is aided and abetted by a bunch
of ordinary citizens fighting to protest
the pernicious policies of Theresa May.
Who do they think they are? If Mr
Corbyn is hell bent on changing our
society for the benefit of the many and
not the few, it is clear he is going to
annoy an awful lot of complacent,
wealthy, self-satisfied people.
Linda Gates
Oldland Common

Paranoia still exists 
Dear Editor 
Mr Barrow’s very long letter about
‘democracy’ highlights that we may not
yet have returned to the McCarthy witch
hunts of Cold War America, but the
paranoia about ‘reds under the beds’ still
exists.
While many of the points he made were

indeed factual, does it really follow that
just under 13 million people (or 40% of
the electorate) who voted Labour at the
June election are all subversives, hell
bent on imposing some form of Stalinist
rule?
One point Mr Barrow made which was
clearly wrong, is probably the one he
should take most solace from. To say
‘the left’ almost got Jeremy Corbyn
elected is wide of the mark. The Labour
Party fell a good 50 seats short of a
majority. Assuming we don’t have
another snap election, the chances are
that by 2022, the constituency
boundaries will have been changed,
making it even harder for any
prospective Labour Government in the
immediate future.
Mr Barrow should be able to sleep well
in his bed, safe in the knowledge there
isn’t a Momentum member hiding
underneath it!
A ‘socialist’ resident of Keynsham
(but please don’t tell my neighbours)

Poster campaign 
Dear Becky 
To the people who have been valiantly
displaying posters in their windows,
supporting the Save Hanham Library
campaign, we thought that it would be
nice if they could write on the back of
them what they think of the council’s
plans, i.e. reduced opening hours, staff
job losses, reduced community-based
groups and withdrawal of the Open Plus
system. Hanham Community Centre
have kindly agreed to accept and collect
these posters for us. 
We thought that when we have received
them we could collate the comments and

write a piece with those comments
contained, allowing the community to
have a response to the outcome. This
would also enable us to bring that part of
the campaign to a close.
We are also intending to do something
on Saturday 30th September at the
library to mark the end of the current
working hours. 
Sue Lander

Bad Signs 
Dear Sir 
I have been amused at some of the
unusual spellings which have appeared
from time to time.

Whilst in Cornwall, I spotted this on the
back of a van.
Maybe the person responsible should
have paid more attention at school?
John Adams

Supporting people
aged over 50 
Dear Sir 
The South Glos Over 50s Forum is
delighted to have been awarded a grant
from Leidos to run two events for
people over 50 of working age in the
Kingswood area.
We are holding our first meeting at The

Park Centre on Monday 2nd October
with refreshments at 6.30pm and our
speaker is Mark Allen – Public Health
commencing at 7pm. Our topic is
‘Feeling Under Pressure –
understanding ways to cope’.  There will
also be some time for general
discussion.  The meeting is free.  
The Forum, a voluntary organisation, is
an influential and effective organisation
which has been running for more than
25 years. We believe that by working
together, we enable the voice and
representation of people over 50 who
live in South Gloucestershire.  We are
then able to influence decision-makers
locally, regionally and nationally, as
appropriate, thereby energising and
enhancing people’s quality of life.  
I would very grateful if you could
promote this event for us. We are run by
our members for our members and
residents of South Glos who are over 50.
If anyone requires any further content
please contact me.
Margaret Slucutt
Chairperson
South Glos Over 50s Forum
email:
oldlandcommunity@gmail.com
Mobile: 0796 710 2141

Jacob Rees-Mogg is
out of touch 
Dear Sir 
Our Tory MP is a serial celebrity,
courting TV and radio with his witty
one-liners and charming linguistics.
But his political bonhomie is an act.
How he votes – and the policies he
favours – tell us far more about the man
who claims to be one of us.
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He supports every bit of the cruel
austerity programme foisted on us by
the Tories since 2010.
His government’s public sector cuts
have pushed those working in local
councils, emergency and healthcare
services to breaking point. Welfare cuts
are destroying the lives of vulnerable
people from all walks of life.
The love of privatisation is the root of
many evils. If the Grenfell Tower
inquiry is able to uncover and publish
the truth, it will show how the rush to
cut costs led to reducing standards and
the social murder of innocent people.
So when Mr Rees-Mogg pontificates
about issues that he knows will alienate
many residents, he’s playing a
deliberately dangerous game. Abortion,
food banks, contraception, gay
marriage, human rights – he’s cherry
picking sound bites to be provocative.
Though when he says that the state can’t
do everything, he’s partially right – as I
am when I say that the state can’t do
nothing.

Ultimately, it’s where you place your
flag on the scale between the state
providing everything and the state
providing nothing that marks your
political philosophy.
His extreme right-wing views put him
out of touch with local, decent people
and I can’t wait for the next election to
vote against him and his ilk.
Peter Sas
Radstock

A rare find 
Dear Sir 
Thank you for an excellent publication.
In edition 491 (page 20) you mention
David Brittan's find. 

Can you please pass on my email
address as I would like to make sure that
Mr Brittan appreciates the rare nature of
his find and that it is perhaps loaned or
donated to the Kingswood Heritage
Museum as it is a rare link to our past
mining heritage. 
The item may not have any monetary
worth but considerable intrinsic value.
Mike Taylor
Vice chairman, Bristol Industrial
Archaeological Society
(We meet at the RBL in Keynsham)
mikerwt1950@yahoo.com

Thank you for helping
our mum 
Dear Sir 
We would like to thank the extremely
kind and generous lady who took our
mother for a cup of tea after her purse
was stolen while in a shop in Keynsham
on Tuesday 5th September.
Very grateful thanks from
Christine’s family

LETTERS

The Week In is independent of any
political or commercial interest.   We
aim to produce a balanced and accurate
view of local news and welcome
comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full
but reserve the right to shorten or clarify
the contents or to refuse publication.
Please try to keep letters under 300
words and supply your full name and
address for reasons of authentication.
Only the name and district where you
live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circum-stances. 

Copy can be sent by post or,
preferably, e-mail and should arrive
at our offices no later than 9.00am
on the Monday of each week.  E-
mail to:
admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Keynsham
Group
marks first
anniversary
The Keynsham support
group of the charity
Parkinson’s UK will be
celebrating its first
anniversary when it meets
at the Talbot Inn next
Tuesday (26th September). 
Numbers have remained
steady throughout the year
at the monthly get-togethers
– a chance to meet with
familiar faces and benefit
from ‘talking therapy’.
Some surprise activity is
being lined up for next
week’s meeting and the
usual start time has been put
back to 10.30am.  
Parkinson's UK drives
better care, treatments and
quality of life. Anyone who
wants to become involved
with the local branch is
welcome to contact Hazel
on 0117 3360476.



Hanham Health has
announced that it is
planning to merge with
Almondsbury Surgery. 
Staff and Patient Participation
Groups were notified about

the intended merger on 4th
September. It is intended that
the merger will be completed
in April 2018.
With a patient list of around
25,000, Hanham Health runs

two surgeries, in Whittucks
Road in Hanham and in
Oldland Common, and also
has provides healthcare to
local prisons and to the
military forces stationed at
the MoD’s Abbey Wood
establishment at Filton.
Almondsbury meanwhile has
5,100 patients on its books.
The aim of the merger is to
achieve a “robust and
sustainable practice”, oper-
ating over a core of three
community sites. The merged
practices will form part of an
overall organisation which
will continue to be called
Hanham Health and steps
will be taken to ensure that
each surgery maintains its
individual cultures, identity
and ethos. 
The Lead GP Partner from
Almondsbury, Dr Martin

Lockyer, will join the
Hanham Health Partnership
Board.
Patients’ views on this merger
are welcomed. Electronic
feedback can be given by
sending an email to
ashh.patientconsult@nhs.net
Anonymous comments can, if
preferred, be submitted on

paper, either delivered
directly to the reception desks
or by post. 
More information about the
merger is available on the
Hanham Health and
Almondsbury Surgery
websites and the formal
consultation period ends on
25th September. 
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Crossword
ACROSS
1. Evaluates (8)
8. Ancient Greek

city (6)
9. Blast of wind (4)
10. Atmosphere (3)
11. Newspaper

boss (6)
12. Insulating

material (8)
15. Tasks (6)
16. Knife case (6)
20. Bury (6)
24. Type of swallow (6)
27. Unspecified

item (8)
28. Road (6)
29. Tawdry articles (3)
30. Handle roughly (4)
31. Disclose (6)
32. Vision (8)

DOWN
2. Compress (6)
3. One or other (6)
4. Commences (6)
5. Strain (6)
6. Small and dainty (6)
7. Pious (6)
12. Skin condition (4)
13. Ship (4)
14. Appear (4)
17. Warmth (4)
18. Against (4)
19. Suspend (4)
21. Lower (6)
22. Egg dish (6)
23. Conflict (6)
24. Evergreen shrub (6)
25. Parallelograms (6)
26. Influx (6)

Fishponds 

CQC report
highlights
kind staff
Staff at a home run by the
Milestones Trust in
Fishponds are “kind and
caring”, the Care Quality
Commission says following
an inspection last month.

45 Mayfield Park North
provides accommodation
and support for people with
mental health needs.

Inspectors who carried out
an unannounced visit rated
the service as Good. They
said people living there
were treated respectfully
and their independence was
encouraged and supported. 

Milestones Trust is based in
Staple Hill and runs 60
residential and supported
housing services.

Hanham Health plans merger
with another South Glos practice

The surgery in Whittucks Road



Essential resurfacing work on the
A4 Keynsham Bypass will get
under way on Monday (25th
September) and is expected to last
for three weeks.
The work, which will affect a
section of the route from
Broadmead roundabout through to
Hicks Gate roundabout, is the first
stage on a wider works programme
which will continue in 2018. 
Bath & North East Somerset
Council says the road surface has
reached the end of its life and as a
result requires frequent costly
maintenance repairs which cause
ongoing disruption.  
Mark Shelford, the Council’s
Cabinet Member for Transport &
Highways, said: “We will endeavour
to keep disruption to a minimum
while this essential work is carried
out. Undertaking full resurfacing

now will both help save us money in
the long-term and reduce the need
for future repair works.” 
B&NES were successful with a
Challenge Fund bid in partnership
with Bristol City Council to the
Department for Transport which
will enable them to fully resurface
the whole bypass and both
roundabouts in two phases. 
Phase one of the works will see two
kilometres of westbound
carriageway and Broadmead
roundabout resurfaced overnight
with work scheduled from 8pm until
6am in order to minimise disruption
along this very busy stretch of
carriageway. 
This phase will also include vehicle
restraint system (VRS) replacement
and upgrade works, new traffic
counter loops and replacement road
markings.  

During night time works, the bypass
will remain open and manually-
operated temporary traffic signals
will be installed on the approaches
to Broadmead roundabout to control
traffic. There will also be two nights
which will require the approach to
Broadmead roundabout to be closed
from Keynsham. A signed diversion
route through Keynsham will be in
place on this occasion. 

Phase two, planned for May/June
2018 will include bridge deck
waterproofing and eastbound
carriageway resurfacing including
Hicks Gate roundabout and its
approaches from Bristol, Keynsham
and the A4174 Ring Road (South
Gloucestershire Council). 
Further details on the delivery of
this phase of works will be
published in the New Year.
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Details announced of Keynsham
Bypass resurfacing work 



A community has rallied to
organise a special birthday
party for a little Kingswood
boy whose dad has terminal
cancer.
Seven-year-old Billy Pimm
and his family and friends
had a memorable day at the
Batch in Cadbury Heath on
Sunday.
Billy’s dad Jason, 46, of
Gilpin Close, has been
diagnosed with terminal brain
cancer. An 8cm tumour was
removed last December
following a seizure and he

had another tumour removed
from his spine in July, shortly
before he married Billy’s
mum Louise, his partner of 15
years, at Longwell Green
Community Centre. 
The wedding was organised
at short notice with kind

support from the centre and
the help of well-wishers who
donated through a JustGiving
page.
Last month their close friends
Chris and Kelly Fisher
approached Banjo Island
Community and Sports
Association (BICSA), which
runs the Batch, to ask if they
could help throw a special
birthday party for Billy.
Trustee Erica Williams
agreed immediately and said
they had been only too happy
to help organise “a special
day for a special family” and
supplied the venue and
bouncy castle for free.
She thanked other companies
and individuals who had
rallied round including the
Works Café at Warmley for
supplying the buffet,
Rachael’s Buffet for the party
bags, soft drinks and a
birthday present, Ria for the
Spiderman cake, Bristol &
North Somerset Mascots for
sending Spiderman and Elsa,
and Bristol Zoological
Society for giving a family
pass to Bristol Zoo and
Wildplace Project.
Among the guests were
Jason’s parents Sue and Ron,
who live in Hanham, five of
Jason’s six children, and one

of his two grand-daughters.
Louise, 37, says the family
are determined to spend as
much time together as they
can and she paid tribute to her

husband’s strength and
courage. She has given up her
work as a cleaner to become
his full-time carer.
Jason, who worked as a self-

employed painter and
decorator, has glioblastoma
grade 4. A scan after his
operation in the summer
showed that he was clear of
cancer, but another scan two
weeks ago revealed another
tumour is growing although it
is only the size of a raisin at
present. 
Jason cannot have more
radiotherapy and has made
the decision not to undergo
any more chemotherapy.
His mum praised her son’s
bravery and said he was
“carrying everyone”. She and
her husband moved from
Bedminster to Hanham when
Jason was seven and he
attended Hanham Abbots
Junior School and Hanham
High, now Hanham Woods
Academy.
Ron has been researching
possible therapies that could
help prolong his son’s life,
including a pioneering
treatment called virotherapy
in Latvia, and urges anyone
with any information about,
or experience of it, to get in
touch via The Week In.
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Special party for boy whose
dad has terminal cancer

Surrounded by family members are Jason & Louise, standing with Billy & Louise’s
daughter, Ellie, 15

Jason & Louise Pimm

Spiderman and Elsa
from Frozen helped
make the day even more
special for Billy
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A Saltford man has
published his first book at
the age of 71.
Peter Morse’s novel, An
Unknown Solider, has been
years in the making and has
been meticulously
researched.
It is a graphic, sad story about
the relentless hell of the First
World War and its long-
lasting impact on the main
character, now in his mid-80s,
who remains nameless. He
reflects on his life as he waits
alone for a delayed taxi to
take him from his home for
the last time. Particularly in
his thoughts are his time
serving as a British soldier on
the Western Front, the
Somme and Passchendaele.
Peter is unflinching in his
descriptions of life – and
mainly death - in the trenches,

and how hard it was for those
who survived, and who
perhaps wish they hadn’t.
Living in Saltford since 1981,
Peter was born and educated
in London and worked for
Rolls-Royce as a mechanical
engineer for 34 years,
becoming the internationally
recognised specialised UK
authority in the field of
subsonic, air-breathing,
missile propulsion systems. 
At the start of the Falklands
War he was called upon to
brief Margaret Thatcher’s
Government, and he also
offered advice during the first
Gulf War. 
The Falklands War features in
the last chapter of Peter’s
novel and his character weeps
for the troops: “Many things
in the span of his lifetime had
changed. But little wisdom

learned.”
Peter retired at the age of just
52 and following a period of
consultancy to the
Government, he has been
writing full time and prefers
to put pen to paper rather than
using a keyboard.
His own early retirement was
the inspiration for his next
book, Random Conse-
quences, which is due out
next year. Peter also has
another book in the pipeline
and is hoping to publish some
of the many poems he has
written since the 1960s. He
plans to select around 100 of
them for an anthology.
* An Unknown Soldier,
published by Bristol
publishing firm SilverWood
Books, is available from
Amazon in paperback, priced
£9.99.

Debut novel by Saltford pensioner

Peter Morse
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Mayor Marvin Rees joined leaders and of
the UK’s most powerful cities last week to
call on the Government for increased
powers and investment to help Bristol
achieve its potential.
Core Cities UK, the representative voice of
the UK’s 10 biggest cities outside London,
launched its own Green Paper - Invest
Reform Trust – at a Westminster reception,
which calls on the Government to rebalance
the UK and adopt a local focus to policy to
ensure a stronger and fairer Britain.
He said: “Bristol is consistently rated as one
of the best places to live and visit in the UK.
With its wealth of culture, together with its
attractiveness, friendliness and accessibility,
it has a visitor economy in excess of £1.3bn
that supports both leisure and business
tourism.
“However, we have faced significantly

reduced Government funding, while the cost
of providing vital services to more people
has risen substantially. This is a huge
challenge and at the same time, we’re
determined to deliver on our priorities and
make Bristol a more equal city where no one
is left behind and where there is less of a
need to rely on the council doing everything
it once did.
“The paper we launched highlights how, by
building a better Bristol through greater
investment and the ability to make more
decisions locally, we, along with the other
core cities, can help deliver for the nation.
“So far, ministers have not involved us in
plans for the economy after Brexit – so I,
with the other core city leaders, am taking
the opportunity to start that discussion, and
we are reminding ministers we want to be
part of an inclusive conversation.” 

The new and improved
Torrance Close play area in
North Common is open and
ready for use after a
refurbishment by South
Gloucestershire Council’s
StreetCare Open Spaces
team. 
An original rocking horse,
one of only three remaining
in South Gloucestershire,
has been given a new lease
of life, thanks to local

children who helped with
its colourful redesign. Now
named Torrance, the horse
was painted by a local
artist. The park also
features a new basket
swing, wooden tractor,
slide and climbing appa-
ratus as well as borders
which have been planted
with shrubs and flowers. 
Pictured are youngsters
enjoying the facilities.Bristol Mayor calls for

more investment in cities

Rock on as play
area gets a revamp

Marvin Rees at Westminster with Bristol’s Labour MPs Karin Smyth,
Kerry McCarthy, Darren Jones & Thangam Debbonaire

NOTICEOldland/
Barrs Court 
On the beat
Neighbourhood police
officers will be on foot patrol
in Oldland Common and
Barrs Court on Thursday 12th
October.
There will be in High Street in
Oldland from 10am to 11am
and then in Craven Way, Barrs
Court, from 11.30am to
12.30pm. 
Residents are invited to come
and discuss any issues or
queries and bring the team up
to date with what’s happening
in the community.
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Major firms moving to Keynsham

Downend   

Praise for mental
health care home

More tenants have been
confirmed for the
Chocolate Factory deve-
lopment at Somerdale,
potentially bringing hun-
dreds of jobs to
Keynsham. 
The former factory build-
ings have been developed
by St Monica Trust into its
latest retirement living
project but one block was
designated for employment
use. The latest confirmed
tenant is Pukka Herbs,
which will occupy the third
floor (around 17,000sq ft). 
The company will relocate
its head office from

Whitchurch where currently
over 100 people are
employed. Started in 2001
by Tim Westwell and
Sebastian Pole, Pukka has
grown to be one of the
largest UK producers of
herbal teas and infusions
with a turnover of over
£30m. The move will take
place in spring 2018.
On almost the same day as
the agreement for the
Chocolate Factory was
announced, the business
was also purchased by food
and drinks giant Unilever.
The owner of brands such as
Lipton and PG Tips has

made its intentions clear
that Pukka will continue as a
stand-alone brand as
Unilever looks to expand its
presence in the herbal, fruit
and green tea business.

Agents acting for St Monica
Trust have also confirmed
an agreement has been
reached with an as yet
unnamed business currently
based in Bath, to take on the

fourth and fifth floors of the
Chocolate Factory.
St Augustine’s Medical
Practice has already taken
more than 8,000sq ft of
space on the ground floor.

Overndale House in
Overndale Road has been
rated as Good by the Care

Quality Commission
following a recent inspection.
The home, which provides

personal care for people with
mental health needs, is run by
Ocean Community Services,
which also runs homes
including Cherry Tree House
in Forest Road, Kingswood,
for people with learning
disabilities needs.
The inspectors said that staff
at Overndale House were
caring towards the clients and
had a good understanding of
their individual needs,
Service users were supported
to have maximum choice and
control of their lives and are
supported in the least
restrictive way possible.
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Saltford    

Official opening of new classrooms
North East Somerset MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg was among the guests
at the official opening of Saltford
C of E Primary School’s new six-
classroom teaching block on
Friday.
Chair of Bath & North East
Somerset Council Cherry Beath
performed the ribbon-cutting
ceremony which was also attended

by councillors, the B&NES Project
Team, the architects, contractors,
governors and members of the
School Council.
Part of the Wellsway Multi-
Academy Trust, Saltford C of E
Primary is a 420-place school and
the new £1.8m teaching block is a
replacement for temporary buildings
that were in poor condition. The

new classrooms will
meet the growing
demand for school
places in the area.   
The project was
funded by B&NES
Council and staff and
children moved into
the new block at the
start of the autumn
term. 
As part of the project
and in negotiation

with Saltford Parish Council a new
fenced sports pitch, which can be
used by the community out of
school hours, has been provided at
the park next to the school. 
Headteacher Dawn Elliott said: “We
are delighted with the design and

construction of the new six-
classroom block. The learning
spaces are light and airy and we like
the contemporary feel of the
building. We would like to thank
everyone associated with the
project.” 

Jacob Rees-Mogg talks to pupils

Cherry Beath, left, & Dawn Elliott



20 The Week in • Wednesday 20th September 2017

Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in
The Week In is
an effective and
low cost option.

Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117

986 0381. 

Deadline for
Situations

Vacant advert
bookings is

4.00pm on the
FRIDAY

preceding
publication.

Railway event
Camerton Local History
Group is organising a
special event and
illustrated talk next month
on the Camerton Railway.
The guest speaker is Colin
G Maggs, an acknow-
ledged railway historian and
author of more than 60
books on railways through-
out the UK.
The Camerton branch line
was originally built to serve
the colliery and closed in
1951. Many local residents
still have memories of the
line, however, and the
history group has been able
to draw together a
fascinating mix of old
photos and memorabilia

about the railway and the
village from that time. 
It was often used for
location shots in films and
most famously, Ealing
Studios chose the line to
film large parts of the 1950s
comedy The Titfield
Thunderbolt.
The Camerton Railway
Event is on Friday 6th
October at the Camerton
Community Hall, starting at
7pm). Tickets, which
include the talk and
refreshments, cost £5
(accompanied children are
free).
To find out more or to
purchase tickets call
Julieann on 01761 479319.

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Thy wool
be done
Four local churches have
been taking part in a
project to tell Bible
stories through knitted
displays and on the
weekend of 14th and
October there will be the
chance to see the results.
Bible Yarns will be on
display in St Anne’s
Church at Siston, St
Barnabas at Warmley, St
James at Mangotsfield
and St Mary’s at Bitton
from 10am to 4pm each
day.
There will be the chance
to talk to some of the
knitters and learn how
the knitted characters
were made.  

SITUATIONS VACANT



A local hi-tech business has
been pioneering a product
which is proving a big hit
with healthcare institutions
around the country.
Sky Inside, based at
Londonderry Farm in
Willsbridge, supplies virtual
windows primarily to medical
and dental institutions, and its

products are used in anything
from treatment centres to
trauma rehabilitation, paedia-
tric behavioural problems,
dementia wards and hospices.
The virtual outside not only
adds ‘daylight’ to windowless
or unwelcoming environments,
but increasingly is proving
beneficial in lowering stress

levels among patients and
calming anxiety for people
with behavioural issues. 
The company’s most recent
installation has been in a
radiotherapy unit at a South
Wales hospital, where the blue
sky and green leafy trees effect
automatically changes to stars
and the Northern Lights when
the room is dimmed.
In addition to the radiotherapy
unit in Wales, the Walton
Centre for Neurology and
Neurosurgery in Liverpool is
also using virtual sky with
circadian overlay in its
treatment of head trauma cases.
Director Allan Sinclair says he
is also in discussions with
accident and emergency
departments and dental sur-
geries over future applications.
Allan Sinclair has recently

donated a digital projector to
Chandag Junior School in
Keynsham. The equipment was
used for early work on another
of the company’s innovations -
interactive projections.
Currently, there are a dozen of
these features in use at
paediatric units across the
country. Typically, water
scenes will react with ripples to
movements close by the

projection. 
Mr Sinclair said: “The
projector was purchased for a
specific purpose and I hope it
will be of use to the school. I
would very much like to loan
them one of my latest ceilings
for them to trial so they can see
the benefits it will bring for the
pupils.” 
To find out more email
skyinsideuk@gmail.com
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How company’s blue-sky thinking
is helping patients
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Helping to ease the
journey for care
home residents

Members of the 1st
Kingswood B-P Scouts
were extremely grateful to
Asda at Longwell Green
who stepped in last week to
provide a room for the
group to meet. 
With their usual venue in

Cock Road unavailable for
the week, they were invited
to use the store’s training
room at Craven Way.
The picture shows some of
the youngsters signing their
appreciation.

Ten care homes in Bath
and North East Somerset
(B&NES) are piloting a
new initiative in which
residents who need to visit
hospital are accompanied
by a distinctive red bag,
which contains all relevant
medical information as
well as their personal
belongings.
The red bags will stay with
the patient for the duration
of a hospital visit and
contain specific admission
and discharge checklists for
medical staff to fill out.
These lists will help ensure
that every member of the
medical team receives
exactly the same
information, and nothing

gets misplaced or
miscommunicated on the
way in or out of hospital.
“Having all of the relevant

information about a patient
in one stand-out place will
help staff make the best
decisions for that patient,
and equally, their care home

will be able to continue
doing so once the patient
has returned,” said Caroline
Holmes, Senior
Commissioning Manager
for Better Care for Bath and
North East Somerset
Council and Clinical
Commissioning Group
(CCG).
The initiative is being
introduced jointly by the
CCG and the Council into
initially five nursing and
five residential care homes
in B&NES. These include
Kingfisher Lodge in
Saltford and St Teresa’s at
Corston. It was first
launched in 2016 by Sutton
Clinical Commissioning
Group and the design of the
B&NES pilot has had
important input from
hospital matrons and
palliative care nurses at the
Royal United Hospitals
Bath NHS Foundation
Trust.
The pilot launches this
month and will be reviewed
after six months to evaluate
how it is working and
decide whether the red bags
will be introduced into all
care homes in B&NES.

Asda steps in to
help Scouts

Greenbank Bowls Club in Gordon Road, Whitehall, invites
everyone to a fun open day this Sunday (24th September)
in aid of Hurricane Irma Relief.
As well as the chance to try bowls from 10am to 2pm, there
will be a barbecue from 11.30am.
People are asked to wear flat-soled shoes, trainers or
plimsolls. For more information call Graham Godfrey on
0117 9657822.

Bowls club open day 



Leading industrial developer
Chancerygate has continued its
acquisition programme in the
Greater Bristol area with the
purchase of the 6.6 acre former
Amcor Tobacco Packaging
factory site in Warmley. 
It is now preparing a planning
application for 15 new
production/distribution/trade units
totalling around 119,000sq ft, which
will include the refurbishment of an
existing 35,000sq ft distribution
building.  
The completed units will be
available on a freehold or leasehold
basis. 
The plant closed as it was operating
well below capacity following the
introduction of plain packaging on
tobacco products.
Alastair King, development director
of Chancerygate, said: “We have

been actively targeting sites in
Bristol to inject new stock into the
city’s severely depleted industrial
market.  
“Our Apollo Park scheme in Yate is
near to 100% occupied and we have
recently submitted a planning
application for 107,000sq ft in 11
buildings at Vertex Business Park at
Emersons Green where we hope to
be on site in the next few months.
The acquisition and redevelopment
of the Amcor site will complement
these developments.” 
Alder King advised Chancerygate
on the transaction while Burston
Cook represented Amcor.
Chancerygate has appointed both
firms as agents on the new scheme. 
Andrew Ridler, partner at Alder
King, said: “Industrial supply across
Greater Bristol is at a 13-year low
and is particularly acute on the

eastern fringe where significant
numbers of long-term industrial
occupiers are looking to upgrade
their facilities. The proposed
redevelopment of this site will
deliver units ranging from 3,380sq
ft to 35,000sq ft, available
individually or in combination, and
will help ease some of the
frustration felt by many businesses
who have been unable to find the
quality of premises they need.” 

Chloe Burston, of Burston Cook,
added: “Following Amcor
Flexibles’ announcement last year
that the Warmley site was surplus to
requirements, we’re delighted to
have secured its sale to
Chancerygate.  
“As part of the transaction we have
agreed terms for Amcor Flexibles to
lease back around 15,000sq ft of
office space to retain its UK head
office function in Bristol.” 
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Warmley    

Leading developer acquires former tobacco
packaging site
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New café for people
with dementia
The Retreat Memory Café has opened its
doors in Soundwell for anyone living with
dementia, or other memory impairment,
and their carers.
Local councillors Shirley Potts and Ian
Boulton were there last Monday to support
the opening of the café along with
supporters, dementia professionals and well-
wishers, as well as those living with
dementia and their families
The cafe is supported by the South
Gloucestershire Dementia Action Alliance
and the volunteers who have offered their
time to provide this much-needed service.
The café is free to attend and will meet from
10.15am-12.15pm at St Stephen's Church
Hall, Church Road, on the second Monday
of each month and there will be home-made
cakes, a warm welcome and great activities.
Anyone who has memory issues, including
dementia, whether diagnosed or not, can
join the memory café.  
The volunteers will create a safe space for
socialising, friendship and support, meeting

others in similar situations while offering
fun activities for everyone to try. They will
also invite health workers and other guests
so the café can offer professional support.
There is free parking at the rear of the
church and the No 6 bus passes the hall. For
more information contact
dementia@southernbrooks.org.uk or 01454
868 570.
There is also information about South
Gloucestershire Dementia Action Alliance
in Staple Hill library this month.

Pharmacy services
review
Residents across Bristol, South
Gloucestershire and North Somerset are
being invited to have their say on pharmacy
services in the region.
The three local authorities are consulting to
ensure services are meeting the needs of
local people and identify any gaps. Anyone
who uses pharmacy services in the area is
encouraged to comment by completing an
online survey. The consultation launched
this week and runs until 27th November.
People’s views and opinions are vital in
helping to ensure that good quality, cost-
effective pharmacy services are delivered to
residents. These views will help to develop
a Pharmaceutical Needs Assessment (PNA),
which will look at the need for pharmacy
services in the area, the level and
accessibility of pharmacy services and how
these will be maintained and developed in
the future. 

All Health and Wellbeing Boards have a
statutory duty to publish a PNA every three
years.
The online survey takes around five minutes
to complete and is available at the links
below. Bristol residents should visit
www.bristol.gov.uk/pna and if you are a
South Gloucestershire resident then visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation 

Shirley Potts speaks at the opening
of the café 
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More support for children
with special needs in Bristol

Brislington 

Nursery achieves Outstanding
rating from Ofsted

Four schools are now working
together to boost opportunities for
children with special needs in
Bristol.
The Learn@ Multi-Academy Trust
launched earlier this month and will
join up expertise and resources for
children aged eight to 18 who have
social, emotional or mental health
needs; speech, language and
communication needs; or who have
been unable to cope in mainstream
schools. 
The trust is also planning to open a
free school to serve central and east
Bristol. 
Peter Evans, chief executive of the
Learn@ Trust, said: “As the first
special education only trust in the

West of England, our overall aim is
to improve the access to education
for young people with social,
emotional or mental health needs.
There are a growing number of
students benefiting from specialist
education and we want to speed up
transitions for when they are coming
from or returning to mainstream
schools. 
“Many of our students have not had
the best start to their education for
reasons that are not their fault.
Bristol schools are getting better at
referring children at an earlier age
and as a new community of schools,
we can direct funds to purchase
expertise when and where it
matters.”

The trust manages two special
schools and two pupil referral units.
St Matthias Academy is a pupil
referral unit in Fishponds with a
second base in Brentry, and provides
short-term placements for up to 60
students who are not managing in
their secondary school. 
Lansdown Park Academy is a pupil
referral unit in Stockwood and
provides short-term placements for
up to 38 students who are not
managing in their current primary or
secondary school.
Knowle DGE Learning Centre
caters for 156 children aged eight to
18 with social, emotional and
mental health needs; moderate
learning difficulties; speech,

language and communication needs
and autistic spectrum condition.  
Meanwhile Notton House Academy,
near Lacock, is Bristol’s only
residential school and provides
education for up to 52 boys (42
residential) aged nine to 19 with
social, emotional and mental health
needs.  Learn@ has submitted plans
to the Department for Education to
open a new free school in East
Bristol for children aged five to 18
with social, emotional and mental
health needs or speech, language
and communication needs.
These plans have been approved and
the Education and Skills Funding
Agency is working with Bristol City
Council to confirm a definite site. 

Abacus Day Nursery in
Emery Road has been rated
as Outstanding by Ofsted.
The nursery gets the highest
rating possible in all four key
areas - the effectiveness of its
leadership and management;
the quality of teaching,
learning and assessment;
personal development,
behaviour and welfare, and
outcomes for children. 
Inspector Rachael Williams
visited the nursery last month.
In her report she says the
nursery’s “passionate and
knowledgeable manager”,
Adam Driscoll-Price,
supports staff superbly to
maintain very high standards
in their teaching.
Children are said to make
“exceptionally rapid
progress” from their starting
points, are extremely happy

and motivated to learn. Their
behaviour is hailed as
“exemplary”, as is the support
given for youngsters with
special educational needs.
The inspector said the
dedicated staff know children
extremely well and form very
strong partnerships with

parents and involve them in
their children’s learning and
the development of the
nursery.
The nursery operates from a
two-storey converted
building and at its previous
inspection in 2015 was rated
as Good.
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Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Ripples from proposed
Mall expansion travel far
A four-week public inquiry is
currently under way at Eastwood
Park in Wotton-under-Edge into
plans to double the size of The
Mall at Cribbs Causeway. 
When South Gloucestershire
Council’s Development Control
Committee discussed the plans last
year, they voted overwhelmingly to
approve them unless the scheme
was called in by the Government.
Sajid Javid, Secretary of State for
Communities and Local
Government, did indeed call the
scheme in for further scrutiny which
was good news for the many
neighbouring authorities who had
voiced their concerns, including
Bristol, Bath & North East
Somerset, Weston-super-Mare and
even Newport in South Wales. 

The 35,250sq m extension
comprises of more shopping space
with another anchor store of the size
of John Lewis. Alongside would
come cafes and restaurants, a new
bus station, hotel and apartments.
What concerns neighbouring towns
such as Weston-super-Mare is the
added attraction of Cribbs
Causeway would suck away trade
from their own local communities,
and that is a fear replicated within
South Gloucestershire and even as
far as Keynsham and Bath. 
While Bristol, B&NES and North
Somerset councils all voiced
objections, South Gloucestershire,
where Cribbs Causeway is located,
had a more difficult choice to make.
The establishment of a new
neighbourhood based on Cribbs
Causeway and Patchway is a key
element of the council’s Core
Strategy. However, within the
authority lie several communities
including Downend, Kingswood,
Staple Hill, Hanham and Longwell
Green, which are similarly
threatened by the increased appeal
of an enlarged Mall at Cribbs
Causeway.
The daily struggle of traders in those

areas has been a constant subject of
reporting in our pages over the
years, faced with not only the
challenge of making their area as
attractive as possible to visitors, but
the wider threat of internet
shopping. Only last week we
reported on the latest initiative by
Kingswood Business Association
and the Friends of Kingswood Park
to spruce up the area.
This week, traders in Keynsham are
meeting with Paul Myers, the
B&NES Cabinet Member for
Economic and Community
Regeneration, to learn about the
council’s Local Shops Action Plan,
aimed at supporting local traders in
shopping districts, town centres and

high streets across the area. 
When B&NES first objected to the
Mall proposal it was because it felt
the new centre would have a
negative impact on the viability of
smaller shopping areas throughout
the West of England. Businesses in
Keynsham town centre have
suffered many years of disruption
through major developments,
beginning in 2009 with the Tesco
development and followed closely
by the Civic Centre. 
The trial of a one-way traffic 
system commenced in the spring
while work will begin shortly on the
expansion of the leisure centre,
followed by the Riverside
regeneration. An empty shop in Kingswood

An impression of the Mall expansion
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Mobile speed camera locations
Here are the locations in our area that police mobile speed cameras are targeting this week (starting 18th September).

Bath & North East Somerset: 
In Saltford on Bath Road and Norman Road; on the A431 Kelston Road;
in Keynsham on Charlton Road; Charlton Park, Albert Road, on the
B3116 Wellsway, Chandag Road and Queens Road; on the A37 Pensford
Hill and on the A39 at Marksbury and Farmborough.

Bristol:
In St George on Air Balloon Road and Nags Head Hill; in Brislington on

the A4174 Callington Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in Stockwood
on Stockwood Lane; in Fishponds on Snowdon Road and Thicket
Avenue.

South Gloucestershire:
On the A431 Bath Road at Bitton; at Mill Lane in Oldland; in Hanham on
Abbots Road; in Longwell Green on Court Farm Road; on the A420 at
Warmley and Wick; in Kingswood on Court Road and Tenniscourt Road.
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On
Advertising

Aerials

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Electrical

Electrical

Architectural
Services

Appliances

Builders

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Events

Chimney SweepBook a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On

Fencing

Fencing

Foot Care

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Garden Services Garden Services

Guttering

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Furniture Makers

Hair & Beauty
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Plastering

Painting
& Decorating

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com   

Home Help

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Roofing

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Windows & Doors

Skip Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Venue Hire

TVs

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

To Let

Therapies

Waste Disposal

Wedding
Photography
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