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Minister backs suburban rail development
Growing Bristol's suburban rail
network is a priority and the
Government will work closely
with the new Metro Mayor to
deliver MetroWest. That's the

view of Transport Secretary
Chris Grayling who was in the
region on a whistle-stop tour
last Thursday.
His visit to Bristol was to

support Conservative mayoral
candidate Tim Bowles, who the
Minister hopes he will be
working closely in future to
solve the region's traffic

problems, but he also took time
out for an interview with The
Week In.
Mr Grayling has featured in our
pages more recently in

connection with the Great
Western Railway electrification
so our first question was
whether we will ever see
electric trains travelling all the
way to Bristol Temple Meads
following
last
year's
announcement of a “deferral”
of work west of Chippenham.
Continued on page 3
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Minister backs suburban rail
development
Continued from page 1
“Our expectation is yes,”
replied the Minister, “but I
don't want people to be hung
up over journey times or when
overhead wires will appear.

Chris Grayling

In this
week’s Issue
S. Glos Council is
accused of misleading
people on the library
consultation
. . . pages 4 & 5

The important thing is that
from this autumn, travellers
will begin to see a new service
with new trains, more
departures and extra seats.”
The first of a new breed of
Hitachi
bi-mode
diesel/electric trains are due to
join the Great Western
Railway fleet later this year.
While services to Bristol
Parkway will be fully
electrified, trains bound for
Temple Meads will switch to
diesel power for the last part
of the journey at Thingley
Junction, near Corsham.
There had been reports in the
railway industry media that
type testing of these bi-mode
trains was running behind
schedule and that their
performance in diesel mode
could not match the existing
trains. But according to the
Minister, all testing has been

completed and results were as
they were expected to be.
“Electrification continues ever
westwards and it is our
intention that it will continue,
albeit
on
a
different
timescale,” said Mr Grayling.
“I expect GWR to publish
their new timetable shortly
and travellers will begin to
experience an entirely new
service with up to six trains an

hour between Bristol and
London.”
Turning to local transport, the
Minister sees MetroWest as a
key element in resolving
traffic issues in the region:
“The Bristol region needs a

modern suburban rail network
if it is to improve its traffic
problem. Delivering the
MetroWest package is a
priority, starting with the
completion of the Portishead
line at an affordable price.”

First blames
roadworks for decision
to cut Southmead
service
. . . page 7
Longwell Green
Community Centre
launches appeal
. . . page 11
Changes to Tesco car
park entrance follow
Keynsham one-way
traffic trial
. . . page 12
Out & About in our
area this month
. . . page 24
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Hanham

'Council misled residents over
Save
Hanham
Library
campaigners have lodged an
official complaint against
South
Gloucestershire
Council, claiming it “misled”
people
during
the
consultation into the library
service review.
However, their claim of
maladministration has been
rejected by the council. The
campaigners, who want the
authority to reconsider the
staffing cuts due to be
implemented at their library in
October, are deciding whether

to escalate their complaint.
The
second
round
of
consultation on how the
council could save £500,000 a
year included a proposal for a
swipe card system at libraries

Abi Unwin
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across the district, giving users
aged 16+ seven-day-a-week
access. But a fire risk
assessment of Hanham Library
subsequently revealed that the
secondary fire exit, with eight
steps down to the car park,
would be impossible for people
with mobility problems to use
without assistance. Installing a

ramp is not considered feasible
because of the steep drop and
limited space so Open Access
looks unlikely to be installed.
The Save Hanham Library
(SHL) group argue that the
council promised something
that couldn't be delivered and
that it gave inaccurate and
misleading information. The
campaigners say Hanham and
Hanham
Abbots
parish
councils, who they asked last
year to consider funding the
shortfall in staffed hours by
raising their precepts, decided
not to and that their decisions
were influenced by the
proposed introduction of Open
Access which would increase
the library's opening hours by
100%.
Across the district, staffed
hours at libraries are being
reduced by an average of 30%
but Open Access is being
installed at most of them. At
Hanham the staffed hours are
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library consultation'
being cut from 41.5 to 26 a
week and SHL now want that
to be reconsidered, and at the
very least, delayed until the
next financial year in April
2018.
Responding to the complaint,
which was lodged on behalf of
SHL by Abi Unwin, the
council's community cultural
services manager Martin
Burton told her: “At no point
did South Gloucestershire
Council state that Hanham
Library would have Open
Access installed. While this
was a preferred option it was
always made clear its use was
subject to a comprehensive
assessment of the day-to-day
operational risk.…The fact that
we were consulting also shows
that the council had not made a
decision.”
He said it wouldn't be possible

to reconsider the decision as
the savings need to be made by
1st October. And he pointed out
that in the consultation,
respondents from Hanham had
been least in favour of Open
Access.
Last week SHL contacted MP
Chris Skidmore, who is
defending his Kingswood seat
at the General Election, and he
has written to the director of
Environment & Community
Services at South Glos, as well
as council leader Matthew
Riddle, requesting they look
into the possibility of delaying
the staffing cuts at Hanham.
SHL want to set up a focus
group to discuss new ideas and
went along to last week's
meeting of Hanham Abbots
Parish Council's Resources
Committee to ask for support.
Members of the committee
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Hanham Library campaigners have been very vocal in their opposition to South Glos
Council's library cuts
applauded SHL's commitment
to the library but stressed that
the parish council was already
facing severe pressures on its

budget and did not want to give
the group false hope that it
would be able to raise its
precept next year to help fund

extra staffed hours. Parish
councillor Gerry McAllister
has, however, volunteered to
join the focus group.
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Controversy over latest
bus cuts
Bus changes came into
effect over the bank
holiday, including the
cancellation of First's 18A
service from Lyde Green to
Avonmouth via Downend,
UWE and Southmead
Hospital.
Operator First has blamed
going roadworks having an
“increasingly
negative
impact” on the 18 and 18A.
The 18 now serves Lyde
Green to Avonmouth, via
Downend, UWE, Bristol
Parkway,
Southmead
Hospital, Westbury and
Shirehampton. The section
between
Henbury
and
Shirehampton has stopped
but the No 4 operates
between the two.
There are hourly daytime
services Monday to Saturday
between Lyde Green and
Southmead and every halfhour between Southmead
and Avonmouth but a limited
evening service - the last
journey from Lyde Green is
1900 and the last one from
Avonmouth is 1930. There is
an hourly service on Sundays
and bank holiday daytime
between
Southmead
Hospital and Avonmouth.

Bus Users UK director
David Redgewell this week
hit out at the changes, saying
the new West of England
Combined Authority, which
has responsibility for public
transport and is currently
sub-contracting procurement
to local councils, had
pledged in March to
maintain bus services until
September. However, he said
there was still no public
transport director in place at
WECA, for which a Mayor
is being elected tomorrow
(Thursday).
He said Bus Users UK was
“extremely angry” that the
travelling public had been
misled and it was a “crisis”
that the incoming Mayor
would have to deal with.
A South Gloucestershire
Council spokesperson told
us: "We are continuing to
support the 18 bus service;
however,
there
are
amendments
to
the
timetable. We will continue
to work closely with
operators to ensure that the
services provided meet our
residents' needs."
A Bristol City Council
spokesperson told us last

Southmead Hospital

week it had not withdrawn
financial support for either
service: “The operator has
made a decision to reduce
the commercial offer. Both
councils (Bristol and South
Glos) currently provide
some financial support for
weekend
and
evening
services across the 18 and
18a.
“We are continuing to
support
the
amended
services running up until
September but we also
intend to protect the service
with ongoing financial
support. For this reason we
are currently out to tender for
a replacement operator.”

Other service changes
include the end of Service 16
(Bristol Parkway to Hanham
via Kingswood). As we
previously reported, First has
blamed roadworks at Stoke
Lane which resulted in
diversions and delays that
impacted punctuality and led
to fewer passengers. South
Glos Council went out to
tender for a replacement
service but said the prices it
received far exceeded the
budget available.
First has also controversially
pulled the 47A night bus
from Bristol city centre to
Chipping Sodbury via
Downend, blaming low

customer numbers and the
decision by local town and
parish councils to stop
financial support.
On the 47 route (City centre
to Chipping Sodbury via
Fishponds and Downend, the
2335 journey from Chipping
Sodbury on Fridays and
Saturdays has been removed.
Meanwhile all journeys on
Service 17 (Southmead
Hospital - Staple Hill Kingswood - Hanham Keynsham) now serve Staple
Hill instead of Hillfields.
For a full list of changes go
to www.southglos.gov.uk/
buschanges

Keep in touch,
let us know
what you
think, send
us your news
facebook.com/theweekin
The Week in • Wednesday 3rd May 2017

7

St George

Four jailed for burglary in which
victim was shot and stabbed
A man and three teenagers were
last week jailed at Bristol Crown
Court for their part in an
aggravated burglary on Bryants
Hill in St George in which a man
was shot and stabbed.
Daniel Marshall, 24, of Cromer
Road, Eastville, and a 16-year-old
boy and 15-year-old boy, who cannot
be named for legal reasons, were
convicted of aggravated burglary
with intent to commit grievous
bodily harm (GBH) and steal and
having a firearm with intent to commit an
indictable offence.
Marshall was given 12 years' imprisonment
while the two teenagers received jail terms of
four years and five months.
Another 16-year-old boy, who previously
pleaded guilty to aggravated burglary with
intent to commit GBH, has been jailed for
three years and five months.
The charges related to a burglary on 3rd
August last year. DI Mark Langdon said: “This
was a serious incident which left the victim

8

with significant injuries, having been shot
twice and stabbed six times.
“The after-effects of this crime not only
affected the victim and his family, but the
wider St George community.
“Marshall and the three youths went to the
property armed with a gun and knives with the
intention of committing a serious offence.
“I hope this will act as a stark warning that we
will not tolerate use of firearms and violence in
our communities and we will robustly
investigate any incident involving violence.”

The Week in • Wednesday 3rd May 2017

Fishponds & Kingswood

Conmen jailed for targeting
the elderly
Two men who claimed to be from
“Age Concern” in order to burgle
elderly people's homes were jailed
for six years each last Friday.
Miles Connors, 46, from Reading,
and Thomas Reynolds, 32, of
Slough, carried out three offences in
Kingswood and Fishponds on the
afternoon of 14th July 2016.
Reynolds also asked the court to
take into consideration three similar
burglaries in Berkshire in July and
August 2016 and three fraud
offences.
The pair called on the home of a 75year-old woman in Fishponds who
let them in after they claimed to be
from “Age Concern and the NHS”,
but left empty-handed when she
became suspicious.
There was a second incident in
Kingswood in which a man walked
into the home of a 92-year-old
woman. Again, he claimed to be
from Age Concern. She was on the
phone to her son at the time and he

left without anything being taken.
Finally, a man knocked on the door
of an 80-year-old woman in
Kingswood and said he was from
Age Concern. She tried to turn him
away but he then claimed to be from
the council and she opened the door.
She heard a second man speak but
did not see him. The first man
persuaded the woman and her
husband to go upstairs, claiming to
be checking their mobility to see if
they needed a stair lift. When the
man left, they found cash had been
taken from a handbag.
Last November, following a lengthy
investigation involving a number of
other police forces, Reynolds was
arrested in Wiltshire and Connors in
Berkshire.
Sentencing them, His Honour Judge
Hart described the offences as
"despicable, predatory, heartless and
cowardly". He also issued the pair
with Criminal Behaviour Orders,
which will come into effect on their

Thomas Reynolds

release from prison. The 10-year
orders include conditions which bar
both men from visiting South Glos
and cold calling.
Police remind everyone that genuine
callers from utility companies, the
council, police or charities will
expect you to check their
identification before opening the
door, would never try to rush you by
claiming there's an emergency and
would happily make an appointment
to come back when you can have a
relative or friend with you.
Age Concern and Help the Aged

Sudoku
1-Easy

2 -Hard

Miles Connors

merged in 2009 and the new
organisation was renamed Age UK
in 2010. Caroline Abrahams, charity
director at Age UK, said: "Criminals
who target vulnerable older people
are calculating thieves and can be
very convincing. We would urge all
older people not to open their door
to someone unless they are
absolutely sure of their identity. If
you're suspicious or the caller won't
leave, call 999 and ask for the
police.”
The charity has a free advice line on
0800 169 65 65.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 7th May
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
Keynsham Pharmacy, 15 Station
Road, BS31 2BH (10am-5pm)
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LETTERS
St George's Day in
Hanham
Dear Editor
As a local resident of Hanham I was
dismayed by the sight of no Cross of St
George flags flying in Hanham High
Street on St. George's Day.
Hanham is a very patriotic village and
I love the fact we fly our flags with
pride, so can somebody explain what
happened to them and the reason why?
It can't be down to cost because the
flags are already bought and paid for
and the flagpoles are already in place.
Last year people were commenting
how fantastic our High Street looked.
Andy Gards
Hanham
Editor's note: Bernard Jackson, chair
of Hanham Business & Community
Partnership, told us this week that new
flags which have been ordered did not
come in time and it was felt that the old
ones were too tatty to put up

relative or partner where they get help
and respite. Care is all the time hooked
up to health. There are organisations
providing or dealing with care and
health. It can be in another order:
health and care. That is not training
anybody with skills relevant to
mobility impaired people with longterm conditions.
Now let's look at the receiving end…I
am sad to know that people who
thought they could work and give care,
coming

from

a

hairdressing

or

beautician career, do not remain and
care no more. I think no one is exempt
of care. Why has it not come to the
notice of any one yet? It would make
the likes of me feel included in the

Dear Sir
I’m still hoping that a new Metro
Mayor for the West of England
Combined Authority would mean a

Dear Stephen
I wanted to write to update readers as
the local Member of Parliament for the
Kingswood

constituency

telephone

number,

0117

9081524. Please leave a message if the

on

arrangements now a General Election
has been called for 8 June.
As someone who was born and grew
up locally, and whose family have
lived in the area for generations, there
can be no greater honour than to
represent your home area.
For the past seven years, I have worked
to represent our community both in the
constituency and in Parliament regardless of how people vote, I have
sought to be there for everyone.

phone is unanswered, and I will get
back to you as soon as possible. If you
have any letters that you wish to send
to me, these can still be sent to me at
the House of Commons, London,
SW1A 0AA, and they will be
forwarded

on,

or

send

any

correspondence to 60 High Street,
Hanham, BS15 3DR.
Once

again,

thank

you

to

all

constituents reading this for giving me
the opportunity to represent you as
your local MP.
Chris Skidmore

constituents who have been in contact
with me over the past few years. It has

Dear Sir

Twist of fate

been a pleasure to serve everyone who

I was pleased to see in Issue 471's

has needed my help. I intend to stand in

Comment Stephen Rodgers' statement

Dear Sir

the next General Election and hope to

that “the Metro Mayor is not another

continue to serve you again.

layer of bureaucracy or a duplicating of

From 3 May, Parliament will be

existing council functions”.

dissolved. This means that legally my

Clive Honeychurch's view (see Letters

Laurence Robb
Standup4ms

shop and picked up The Week In Issue
470 (19th April). The article on page 9
made me cry out in astonishment.
My mother's maiden name is Bostock
and I was brought up on outlandish
tales of an ancestor who had his head
bitten off by an elephant. Thanks to

clear chance to develop a truly well-

your article giving me the name of

motivated and skilled population

Wombwell, I have discovered that it

capable to give care and support to

was in fact a finger bitten off by a

people with long-term conditions. Not

hyena. I am amazed that I was in

many know about receiving care and

Hanham and picked up and read your

support.

magazine. Blind luck can be good.

There is a Carers Centre in B&NES

Paul Tipton

which is for people who care for a

usual

Independent would
sort out transport

future of the West of England.

I was in Hanham at AS Golding DIY

Investing in the caring
profession

You can also contact my office on the

A letter from Chris
Skidmore

I want to thank the thousands of

constituency office will have to be
closed, and my Parliamentary email
address and Parliamentary telephone
number will cease to work from this
date. I would still be very happy,
however, to deal with any issues or

in the same issue) that the Metro
Mayor could provide a way forward
for integrated transport is pertinent. I
agree that it will mean banging a lot of
heads together to get the level of co-

casework that you might have during

operation between authorities and

this period. If you would still like my

private companies and suggest that

assistance with any local issues or

election of the Independent candidate,

problems, you can still get in touch

a man of relevant experience, would be

with me, however please email me at

most likely to lead to success.

chris@chrisskidmore.com

David Tiley, Longwell Green

Write to us
Please e-mail letters
to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
or post to:
The Week In
8 Temple Court
Keynsham
Bristol
BS31 1HA
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Longwell Green

Your community
centre needs you!
A project called 'Give Back to the
Green' was launched last Friday,
urging local people to help get
involved with the refurbishment of
the community centre in Shellards
Road.
The aim is to renovate and update
rooms and facilities. Volunteers, trades,
businesses, organisations and building
suppliers are all being asked for their
support.
A special Give Back to the Green weekend is
taking place from this Friday (5th May) to
Monday.
Longwell Green Community Centre provides
activities for many organisations and groups. It
is self-funded and a not-for-profit
organisation. In 2013 it was awarded the
Queen's Award for Voluntary Service, the
highest award given to volunteer groups across
the UK for outstanding work done in their
local communities.
At the launch, attended by some of those who
have already signed up to help, the chair of the
centre's trustees Chris Wyrill said there was a
“phenomenal” number of tasks to do but some
work had already been carried out.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, who also
attended and got to work with a paintbrush at
the front of the building, said the community
centre was at the heart of Longwell Green and
he hoped the community spirit that existed
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The community centre

locally would be funnelled into helping.
Updating the centre will make it more
welcoming and there are plans to expand the
activities as a result. The centre has a new
project called Stand Up, Reach Out. The aim is
to provide a community hub where no one
feels isolated.
A new social group will meet on Thursdays
from 2pm to 4.30pm. Tomorrow (4th) there
will be the chance to try skittles and have tea,
coffee and cake, and on 11th May people can
keep active with a gentle exercise class,
followed by refreshments. On the 18th and
25th there will be tea dances.
The centre will be holding its first wedding
fayre on Saturday 3rd June from 10am to 4pm.
If you feel you could donate your time or help
or help in any way, or want to find out more
about the new social group or any of the other
activities on offer, contact centre and events
manager Alison Jordan or administrator Kelly
Fry on 0117 9323722.
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Whitchurch Village

Volunteers
spring clean
their community
Fourteen volunteers turned out on Saturday 22nd April to take
part in the annual village clean-up, which was also registered
under the national Big Tidy Up initiative.
Around 20 bags of rubbish were collected from pavements,
footpaths and open spaces around Whitchurch Village to make
the area look clean and tidy.
Refreshments were then provided in Whitchurch Community
Centre, with homemade cakes donated by a local resident and
much appreciated by the volunteers after all their hard work.

Keynsham

Changes to Tesco car
park entrance
Alterations to the junction of the Tesco car
park and Charlton Road were carried out
over the weekend as a consequence of the new
one-way traffic system around the town
centre.
The new road layout came into effect on Monday
24th April while highways work continued on
junction modifications, road markings and
signage. Very quickly it was discovered that the

Crossword

proximity of the new light controlled crossing on
Charlton Road to the Tesco entrance was causing
problems. Now, the junction adjacent to the
Royal British Legion is 'left in/left out' only. Cars
leaving Tesco can only turn left onto Charlton
Road while only cars travelling down Charlton
Road or arriving from Ashton Way can turn left
into the car park. The other entrance and exit
from Tesco onto Bristol Road is unaffected.

ACROSS
7 Used to steer a boat (6)
8 Strong drink or a supernatural being (6)
9 Repulsive appearance (4)
10 A wizard (8)
11 One who is believed guilty of an offence (7)
13 Respiratory condition suffered by children (5)
15 Dark, hard wood from Africa (5)
17 Familiar term for extremely drunk (7)
20 Sedimentary deposit in flowing water (8)
21 Exclamation used for a mistake (4)
23 Deadly (6)
24 With nothing to hide (6)
DOWN
1 Male sovereign (4)
2 Misbehave (4,2)
3 Divide into three equal parts (7)
4 The actof lending money (5)
5 Describing straight lines (6)
6 Know-it-alls (4,4)
12 Lack of faith or incredulity (8)
14 Lunar phenomenon (3,4)
16 Archaic word meaning 'nothing' (6)
18 To free from restraint (6)
19 Type of firearm (5)
22 Animal skin (4)
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Witness
appeal after
crash near
Keynsham
Police are appealing for
witnesses regarding a road
crash last month involving a
VW Golf.
As police officers were
following the vehicle involved
for a short time before the
collision, a referral has been
made to the Independent Police
Complaints Commission. The
green Golf, registration number
R121 DNC, was seen driving
along Charlton Road and
Woollard Lane at about 5.20am
on Wednesday 5th April before
colliding with a wall on Queen
Charlton Lane.
The man who was driving was
injured and required hospital
treatment.
Anyone who may have seen the
vehicle prior to the collision is
asked to contact 101 and quote
crime
reference
number
5217074782.
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Keynsham

Where the speed
cameras are this week
Avon & Somerset police will be out and about with mobile
speed cameras at the following locations in our area this
week (starting 1st May).
South Gloucestershire:
A4174 ring road near Junction 1 of the M32 and at Bromley
Heath; Court Farm Road in Longwell Green and Abbots
Road in Hanham; Barry Road and High Street in Oldland
Common, plus Mill Lane; Court Road in Kingswood;
Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield; the A431 at Swineford;
Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath and Tower Lane and
Tower Road South in Warmley.
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Rock Road, Queens Road, Coronation
Avenue, Albert Road; on the A431 Kelston Road, on Manor
Road, Saltford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Talbot Road,
Wick Road, Broomhill Road and Allison Road; in St
George on Hillside Road, Nags Head Hill, Air Balloon
Road and the A420 Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road; in
Sturminster Road, Stockwood, and on Stockwood Lane.

Fry Club FC celebrates
100th anniversary
A celebration dinner is taking place this
Saturday (6th May) at the Somerdale
Pavilion to mark 100 years of football for
the Fry Club.
More than 200 people are expected to attend
and the guest speaker will be Geoff
Twentyman, of Radio Bristol, who is an exBristol Rovers player.
JS Fry & Sons Ltd AFC, as it was first named,
was formed in 1916, and the first official game
was believed to have been played in
September that year on the company's ground
at Ashley Down in Bristol (now the
Gloucestershire County Cricket Ground).
The ground provided facilities for all JS Fry's
sporting activities, including cricket, which is
the oldest section, which was formed in 1872,
and hockey, which was formed in 1902.
Football, bowls, tennis and athletic activities
were all formed during the First World War
and indoor activities were also introduced into
the club's programme.

Around this time only one playing team could
be put onto the field. But when the war was
over, things changed and enthusiasm was such
that four teams were soon playing, three in the
Bristol and District Football League and the
other playing friendly games. Among the
earlier First XI games played were against
teams as St Philip's Adult School, HJ Packer &
Co, Brislington and Clevedon.
In the early 1930s, all sports and activities
were transferred from Ashley to the new
location at Somerdale in Keynsham when the
factory was built.
The first football matches at Somerdale were
played in September 1932 on land in front of
the factory.
Today games are still being played at
Somerdale, on the fields viewed from where
the new Somerdale Pavilion is.
Fry Club FC has progressed significantly over
the years both in terms of the number of teams
and the advancement in youth development.

Fry’s first Xi with officers - season 1921-22

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Longwell Green

Concern over Domino's
Pizza proposal
Plans have been unveiled to turn part of a
former convenience store into a Domino's
Pizza.

It would open between 10am and 11pm seven
days a week and create up to 35 local jobs.
The wider site, which includes an estate
agency, has parking for around 22 cars.
The Pegasus Group, the agents acting for
Third State Pizza, say the proposal would
improve the vitality and viability of the area
and although it is near residential properties,
the extraction and ventilation system have
been designed to ensure there would be no
unacceptable impact due to noise or odours.
The previous consent prevented the retail unit
opening past 10pm but the agents say the use
of the takeaway until 11pm would not cause

Work has begun on building a block of nine two-bed flats
on the old NHS site in the centre of Kingswood.
The development - by the roundabout where Hanham Road
meets Cecil Road - is being marketed as The Point.
Permission was finally granted by South Gloucestershire
Council last autumn. It took the developer three attempts to
get the thumbs-up because of concerns over inadequate
parking and lack of amenity space.

The My Local shop on Bath Road closed last
summer when the chain went into
administration.
Recently
South
Gloucestershire Council granted permission
for the shop to be split into two units.
Now Third State Pizza Company Ltd, who
trade as Domino's Pizza, have applied to turn
one of the units into a hot food takeaway
which includes installing extraction/
ventilation equipment.

Work under way
on nine new homes

Some councillors remained concerned about the impact on
surrounding streets where there are major parking
problems.

any unacceptable harm, with other venues in
Longwell Green staying open until 11pm, such
as the Harvester on Bath Road.
The planning application number is
PK17/1474/F. People have until 12th May to
make their views known.
One concerned Bath Road resident has
contacted MP Chris Skidmore concerned that
late-night opening will bring anti-social
behaviour to the area.
Mr Skidmore said: “I think the late opening
time in a residential area would be highly
inappropriate for Longwell Green, and will be
opposing this.”
Oldland Parish Council, however, has not
raised any objection.

Downend

Gardening for bees
Downend Horticultural Society's next meeting is on Thursday 11th May at 7.30pm and will
hear a talk on Gardening for Bees by Allan Wells at the Assembly Hall, Salisbury Road.
New members are welcome. Contact Roger Davis on 0117 9571703 or Hilary Walton on 0117
9792832.

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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SITUATIONS VACANT
Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is
an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie on
0117 986 0381. Deadline for
Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the
FRIDAY preceding
publication.
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Saltford Motor Services win top award
The team at Vauxhall
retailer Saltford Motor
Services is celebrating after
being
awarded
the
prestigious
Vauxhall
Excellence Award and
named amongst the top five
Vauxhall retailers in the
country.
The retailer on Bath Road has
been recognised as one of the
country's top performing
retailers and rewarded for its
exemplary levels of customer
service following the results
of the car manufacturer's
customer
satisfaction
surveys.
The team ranks fourth in the
country
for
customer
satisfaction.
This is the sixth year running
that the team has scooped the
award, making the retailer
one of only four in the
country to do so.

South Glos

LGBT+
Network
launch
The launch event of the South
Gloucestershire
LGBT+
Network takes place next
month at Kingswood Civic
Centre.
The Diversity Trust is
organising the event, which is
aimed at anyone living,
working or studying in South
Glos who want to see
improvements made for local
Lesbian, Gay, Bisexual and
Trans+ communities.

Sales manager Mark Thomas
and his team were presented
with
their
Customer
Excellence Award at the
showroom. He said: “We are
over the moon to be ranked
fourth in the country and
receive this award for the
fourth year running. It truly
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is testament to the hard work
and dedication of the team
here.
“Customer satisfaction is our
top priority and we are
committed to delivering a
fantastic customer experience
and ensuring each and every
person receives a bespoke

service tailored to their needs.
“We would like to thank our
customers for their continued
support and their recognition
of our efforts in terms of
customer service. We will do
our best to maintain this level
of satisfaction and retain the
award for another year.”

The event on Monday 22nd
May runs from 5.30pm to
8.30pm and will include
speakers
from
local
authorities including the
council, police and health.
For
tickets
go
to
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/
e/south-gloucestershire-lgbtnetwork-launch-tickets33807189213
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Fun but safe - just like me really!
Editor Stephen Rodgers road tests the Infiniti Q30
If you are looking for a car
that's a little stand-out
against the classic German
equivalents but still has the
renowned reliability of those
brands, you might want to
go for a spin in an Infiniti.
Not so much the new kid on
the block anymore, Infiniti
cars have been produced for
almost 20 years now and the
Q30 hatchback which I
recently took for a test is
straight out of the Nissan plant
in Sunderland.
Pitched to rival the Audi A3
and Mercedes A class, the Q30
shares many features with the
latter, particularly the 1.6
turbo-petrol engine in the
model I drove. A 2-litre petrol
and two diesel options are also
available.

The Q30 is certainly a looker and an eye-turner as I was
about to discover as I set off
towards the Cotswolds.
Sweeping curves and a stylish
grille make you look again - it
could be a Merc or Mazda, but
it's neither. Even if the body
shell has been borrowed from
the A-Class, this is an Infiniti
and it definitely has a look of
its own. This may in part be
due to the standard 18-inch
wheels (19-inch is an option)
which not only impact on the
appearance but make getting
in and out of the car just that
little bit easier.
The slightly higher driving
position is complemented by
multi-directional
seat
adjustment for the front seat
passengers, together with a

memory
function.
The
flowing lines of the bodywork
are replicated on the interior

which is finished in soft but
durable leather. For the driver,
everything is neatly positioned
with several function controls
on the steering wheel and
clear, easily defined displays
in the eyeline. If you struggle
to programme your mobile
phone, you could do with a
couple of hours' tutorial
before you set off, just to
make sure you are up to speed
with the endless range of
connection and navigation
aids which are built in to most
22

cars of this category these
days. The toggle control for
the dash controls and satnav is
a little frustrating at first but I
am sure if I would easily have
got used to them after a couple
of days more practice.
Things are not quite as
appealing for rear seat
passengers, certainly if they
are adults. Those flowing lines
tend to restrict head room a
little towards the rear of the
car and with the smaller
windows, the light and airy
aspect of the front seat
passengers is not replicated.
For a car that looks solid and
heavy, the Q30 handles
surprisingly well around town.
Steering is light and there is a
good range in low gears. On
the motorway, it sits there
quite steady and comfortably
with a very responsive cruise
control feature. Driving along
the A40 with its undulations
and sweeping bends, the 1.5
engine performed reasonably
well but was a little
disappointing when I wanted a
quick response. I needed the
foot down heavy on the
accelerator for the car to really
respond, especially on the
hills,
and
while
the
performance was acceptable, I
did feel there was a price to

pay in terms of fuel
consumption.
But when it comes to safety,
the Q30 is out on its own.
There are sensors, both visual
and audible, if you get too
close to the car in front, stray
over the white line or are
parking the car. Although I
didn't have to test them there
are other features, such as
assisted breaking, which
pushes up the accelerator if
you are deemed close enough
for a potential collision, and
Vehicle Dynamic Control,
which senses over- or
understeer on corners.
As you mature in years, you
tend to take fewer risks in life
and concern yourself more
with security. Ultimately, I
think this is who the Infiniti
Q30 is probably aimed at. This
is a performance, rather than
high performance car, that
looks good and is pleasant to
drive. At the same time, it is a
car that will keep you safe. If
you still enjoy motoring and
no longer need the family car,
you could have a lot of fun
with an Infiniti.
To find out more about the
range and arrange a test drive,
contact Infiniti Cars at Bath
Road, Brislington on 0117 992
6111.
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide

Meet of vintage motorbikes
The annual year's Douglas Motorbike Rally and Cavalcade will take place on
Sunday 28th May.
The world famous Douglas bikes were built in Kingswood from 1907 to 1957.
Kingswood Heritage Museum has a major exhibit featuring the marque.
The line-up of vintage motorcycles opens at 11am on the 28th and the run - along
the old factory test route - roars off at noon.
The museum is in Tower Lane, Warmley, and currently open every Tuesday,
Saturday and Sunday from 2pm to 5pm and on bank holidays (including Mondays)
from 11am to 5pm. Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43 stop nearby.

Film theme to scarecrow trail
Emersons Green Village Hall is organising another scarecrow trail this spring.
After such positive feedback from the first event last year, this year the organisers
are hoping it will be even bigger.
The theme this year is Films and the trail will be on Saturday 20th and Sunday 21st
May from 9am to 5pm. Local residents and businesses who wish to display a
scarecrow can get an entrance form from the hall (there is a £2 entry fee).
There will be a prize for the best scarecrow based on votes from the public. If there
is more than one winner, nominations will be put in a draw.
From Saturday 13th May, trail sheets with a map showing where all the scarecrows
are, and details of a puzzle or riddle which can be solved using the answers on the
labels displayed next to or on the scarecrows, will be available from the hall, priced
£2. There will be a prize for the most correct answers to the clues, again with a draw
if there is more than one winner.

'Singing Pearsall in Pearsall's Church'
Bristol Chamber Choir will be performing at St Mary's Church in Bitton on
Saturday 27th May at 7.30pm.
The choir was formerly known as Bristol
Madrigal Society, and one of the founder
members in 1837 was the composer Robert Lucas
de Pearsall. Born in 1795, he was the son of the
wealthy owner of Willsbridge Mill, and lived at
Willsbridge House. St Mary's was his parish
church.
The choir will be 'Singing Pearsall in Pearsall's
Church' and tickets are £6 from Ann Willis on
0117 4310270 or email ann40willis@talktalk.net
24
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to what’s on in May

Fashion show
Kingswood Salvation Army is holding a fashion show at the
church at 266 Two Mile Hill Road at 7pm on Saturday 13th
May.
There will be live entertainment and a parade of items for sale
from the Salvation Army charity shop in Kingswood and some
new, and people will be able to buy items on the night.
Tickets for the show are available for £5 each, which includes
tea or coffee. You can buy them from the shop at 387 Two Mile
Hill Road. Anyone who would like to volunteer as a model can
also pop in to the shop.

Spring fair
St Aidan's Church in St George will be holding a spring fair and
plant sale on Saturday 6th May from 2pm to 4pm at the church
hall in Fir Tree Lane. There will be thousands of bedding plants
and other items for sale as well as refreshments and the chance
to win a hamper in a raffle.

Spring show
Hanham Players' spring production is It Runs in the Family, a
farce by Ray Cooney.
There are performances at Hanham Community Centre on
Friday 12th and Saturday 13th May.
Curtain up is at 7.30pm and tickets are available from
www.hanhamplayers.org/ or from the centre on 0117 967 4439.

Family fun with Paddington Bear
Avon Valley Railway's annual
family fun weekend at Bitton
with Paddington Bear is on
13th and 14th May.
As well as steam train rides,
there will be appearances
from the famous bear himself,
children's fairground rides,
craft activities, story-telling,
face painting, Punch & Judy,
balloon modelling plus a
'sticky paws' adventure hunt.

15.30. Tickets cost £12 for
adults, £11 for concessions,
£10 for children aged five to
14, £5 for children aged three
and four and it's free for
under-threes.
Parking will be in Keynsham
at either Somerdale or at the
mainline station overflow

parking. Follow the yellow
signs to either location and
pick up the free vintage bus
link to Bitton Station. You'll
just need to allow at least 30
minutes to transfer to Bitton
station and board your train.
For more information visit
www.avonvalleyrailway.org

The railway's buffet will be
open serving breakfast, lunch,
tea and cake as well as
marmalade sandwiches! The
railway shop will also be
open selling gifts and
souvenirs.
Activities will be taking place
all day until 4.30pm but you'll
need to choose a specific time
to travel onboard the steam
trains. Trains depart at 10.30,
11.45, 13.00, 14.15 and
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OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in May

On the arts trail
Over the weekend of 6th
and 7 May, 40 artists in the
Newbridge area of Bath will
be opening their doors to
the public.
Now in its eighth year, the
Newbridge Arts Trail is an
established annual event,
bringing together profes-

sional and non-professional
artists and makers with
students, schools, business
sponsors and the community.
It gives people the chance to
meet artists in their own
environments and talk to
them about their work. Much
of the original work will be

Ceramic vases, by Janine Roper

offered for sale at affordable
prices.
There will be an amazing
variety, from paintings and
printmaking to photography
and digital art; from jewellery
and ceramics to sculpture and
stonemasonry.
The
self-guided
trail
comprises 23 venues in the
Newbridge area, many within
walking distance of each
other. They are open from
11am to 6pm on both days
and entry is free.
While most are private homes
and studios, there are also
group locations including the
Roper Gallery at Bath Artists'
Studios in Comfortable Place,
Weston Methodist Church
Hall in Kennington Road,
Frontier Picture Frames in
Locksbrook
Road
and
Fairfield House, off Kelston
Road.
At some venues, visitors will
be able to watch demonstrations and join drop-in
workshops. At Newbridge
Primary School there will be
an exhibition of work by
schoolchildren and their art

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Hillside houses, by Ann Hines

teacher,
as
well
as
demonstrations by ceramicists Jan Card and Liz
Stallabrass.
A full list of venues can be
found
online
at
www.newbridgeartstrail.com,
with artist profiles and
examples of their work. A
printed trail guide, with map

showing all locations, is
available from local shops,
businesses and Bath Library.
Meanwhile the North Wraxall
Art Exhibition is being held
at Langridge Hall, opposite
Lansdown Racecourse, on
Saturday 6th May from 10am
to 5pm and on Sunday 7th
from 11am to 4.30pm.

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Mangotsfield

Village festival prepares to
celebrate 25th anniversary
The 25th Mangotsfield
Village Festival will take
place on Saturday 10th
June at Cleve Rugby Club.
The organisers of that very
first festival in 1992 probably
never imagined how it would
grow from its small village
green beginnings to an annual
event that attracts upwards of
5,000 people.
The festival continues to
provide a focal point for the
community to come together
by providing an opportunity
for local people to showcase
their talents through a varied
entertainment programme
and for local voluntary
groups to raise money.
It starts with a parade from
the village green at 10.30am

which will go through the
village to the rugby club
where the festival will be
formally opened. There will
be lots of stalls, music, song
and dance in the arena, a dog
show and plenty of activities
for all ages. The day finishes
with live music on the main
stage.
The festival is run by a small
dedicated team of volunteers
who always looking for
additional helpers, either to
get
involved
in
the
organisation and planning
throughout the year or on the
day. They are planning a
reunion of all the festival
Kings and Queens from over
the years, with a presentation
at 4pm, and if you are one of
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those and would like to come
along as an honoured guest,
get
in
touch
via
committee@mangotsfieldfest
ival.co.uk
Every year the festival
awards grants to local
voluntary organisations to
support their work. Proceeds
from the 2016 festival helped
fund the Mangotsfield village
defibrillator and grants were
given to Kingswood Bus
Project, the Mini Mangos
football team, St James'
Church Hall and running
group the Stanbridge Fliers.
There's more information
about
the
festival
at
www.mangotsfieldfestival.co
.uk/
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Accountancy
Services

Appliances

Builders

Chimney Sweep

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Advertising

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Caravans

1 week = £20
Blinds

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Aerials

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Carpet Cleaning

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Electrical

Builders

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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The Week in • Wednesday 3rd May 2017

Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Electrical

Electrical

Furniture Makers

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Our Directory is the

Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

An advert
like this costs
Garden Services

£20.00

£20.00

+ VAT

+ VAT

per insert

per insert

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20

1 week = £20

Fencing

2 weeks = £18

2 weeks = £18

6 weeks = £17

6 weeks = £17

12 weeks = £14

12 weeks = £14

26 weeks = £13

26 weeks = £13

52 weeks = £12

52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Foot Care

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Hair & Beauty

Laundry Services

Home Help

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Plastering

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

G

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

An advert
like this costs

1 week = £20

Home
Maintenance

Man Who Can

2 weeks = £18

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Pet Services

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

6 weeks = £17
Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion
becomes

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Painting
& Decorating
D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient /reliable.
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696 or visit our website
djamesdecorating.com

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381

Physiotherapy

All prices per week exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can
choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the discount
rate.
Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized
adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Plumbers

Storage

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
TVs

£20.00
+ VAT
per insert

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
Windows & Doors
Skip Hire

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Venue Hire
Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.
Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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