
Buses will start to serve the
new Bilbie Green
development in south west
Keynsham from next week.
With the first residents living

on the 260 home development
and a decision imminent on the
adjoining 100-house Bloor
Homes site on Charlton Road,
Abus will divert up to five

departures on the popular 349
service each day from Monday
3rd April.
Buses which leave Temple
Street at 0714, 0911, 1308,

1639 and 1833 heading to
Bristol will divert after
Longmeadow Road.  Returning
from Bristol Bus Station, the
0836, 1236, 1600 and 1805

departures will also serve
Bilbie Green. The experimental
diversion will operate until the
end of the year and if passenger
numbers develop, additional
departures may also be
diverted.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
That's the good news.
Passengers travelling into the
centre of Bristol on the 349 as
well as First's 38, 39 and X39
services face disruption due to
the ongoing MetroBus works
in Bristol city centre. From
this weekend, buses will no
longer be able to use Victoria
Street or Baldwin Street with
inbound buses travelling via
St Mary Redcliffe Church, the
Grove, Prince Street (stopping
at Narrow Quay House) to
Broad Quay and Lewins
Mead. 
Services leaving the bus
station will operate via Rupert
Street, Broad Quay, Prince
Street, Middle Avenue, the
Grove and Redcliffe Way.
There are plans to add an
additional bus stop on the
Centre and this will happen

once the upgrade work there is
complete. Full details of the
revised bus timings on all
services mentioned here can
be found in the centre pages of
this week's issue (pages 16 &
17).

Rail disruption
Next month will also present
challenges for train travellers
between Bath and Bristol with
the second major phase of the
Great Western electrification
preparatory work. The line
was closed last Easter for
pylon foundation work and
changes to Keynsham Station.
Now, between 8th and 23rd
April, major work will be
carried out at Bath Spa Station
in readiness for the arrival of
the new generation of trains
due later this year.
This will result in weekend
closures of the line and bus
replacement services as well
as disruption on weekdays
with only one platform in use
at Bath. Inter-city and regional
rail services will operate from
Monday to Friday but with
reduced frequency and
timetable changes in several
instances. Replacement buses

will run both between Bristol
and Bath directly and with
services connecting
Keynsham and Oldfield Park
Station. 
Network Rail was severely
criticised by the Parliamentary
Public Accounts Committee
earlier this month for the
delays and massive overspend
on the electrification project
which probably explains why
it has done little to publicise
the forthcoming disruption.  A
drop-in session for local
residents did apparently take
place in Keynsham during

February but for precise
details of train times or
replacement bus services
travellers will need to call

03457 11 41 41 or visit www.
networkra i l . co .uk/grea t -
w e s t e r n - r o u t e - m o d e r n -
isation/banes
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THE WEEK IN Bitton 
Easter holiday playscheme
Bitton Parish Council is again organising a free playscheme at
Cherry Garden Primary School during the Easter school
holiday. 
It will be held from 10th to 12th April and from 19th to 21st
April.  Each session will run from 10am to noon. 
Children between the ages of five and 11 are welcome to attend.
Call 01454 868102 or email bittonpc@blueyonder.co.uk to find
out more.

Hanham

Support for nature group
Staff at Hanham Co-op will be
supporting the Friends of Magpie
Bottom over the next couple of
months.
The Friends are a local volunteer
group who meet regularly to
carry out conservation activities
at the nature reserve near
Hanham High Street.
Working parties are held twice a
month. Details can be obtained
from the store and collection tins
are at the tills if anyone wishes to
help raise money for tools and
equipment.
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MPs hand viaduct petition
to Transport Secretary
South Gloucestershire MPs have
stepped up the campaign to secure
further funding to speed up repair
work on the Bromley Heath viaduct.
Chris Skidmore (Kingswood), Luke Hall
(Thornbury & Yate) and Jack Lopresti
(Filton & Bradley Stoke) met Transport
Secretary to hand over a petition signed
by more than 1,000 local residents asking
for further Government funding.
The MPs have also joined with the Tim
Bowles, the Conservative candidate
standing to be West of England Mayor, to
write to the West of England Local
Enterprise Partnership to support South
Gloucestershire Council's business case
for additional funding.
As we have highlighted in previous
issues, traffic chaos is predicted when
maintenance and improvement work
begins this summer on the ageing
southern section of the viaduct which
carries the A4174 ring road towards the

Hambrook lights. 
It is used by 52,000 vehicles a day and
could be closed for up to a year, with all
westbound traffic, cyclists and
pedestrians diverted onto the northern
viaduct.
Funding for the £5.9m project, which

includes widening the foot and cycle
path, is coming from Department for
Transport grants. However, the council is
pleading for more cash to get the jobs
done quicker and ease the impact on
motorists, communities and businesses.

Kingswood 

New café
opening
A new community café is
opening next month at
the Park Centre.
Brooks Café is opening
on Monday 10th April
and people are invited to
come along on the day
for a free cup of tea or
coffee.
The café will be open
from 8.30am to 3pm
Monday to Friday and
home-cooked meals and
snacks will be available.
The charities Commu-
nity Ignite and Southern
Brooks Community
Partnerships recently
merged and are creating
a community hub for
Kingswood at the Park
Centre.

From left, Chris Skidmore, Jack Lopresti, Chris Grayling & Luke Hall
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New Cabinet announced
by Bristol Mayor
Several changes to major roles on Mayor
Marvin Rees' Cabinet have been made
following a planned reshuffle ahead of Bristol
City Council's new financial year.
Mayor Marvin Rees will take on an expanded
portfolio with personal oversight of roads and
congestion, economy, external relations, sports,
regional work through the West of England
Combined Authority, city infrastructure, the
Clean Streets campaign, City Office and
democratic engagement. 
The council will have two Deputy Mayors. The
first, Craig Cheney, will continue his focus on
Finance, Governance and Performance. The
second, St George West councillor Asher Craig,
will take on a Communities portfolio which
includes Public Health, alongside Public
Transport, Leisure Centres, Libraries,
Community Assets and Parks.
Former Deputy Mayor Estella Tincknell remains
with a new portfolio encompassing Culture,
Events and Equalities.
Helen Godwin will be responsible for Children
and Young People. Her counterpart for Adult
Social Care will be Helen Holland. Fi Hance has

an amended portfolio covering Energy, Waste
and Regulatory Services whilst two members,
Paul Smith and Claire Hiscott, have unchanged
portfolios for Housing and Education & Skills
respectively. Mark Bradshaw and Clare
Campion-Smith are leaving the Cabinet.
Marvin Rees said: “There are two particular
changes which I hope will benefit some of the
city's most vulnerable people. First is the move to
elevate the issue of Public Health to a Deputy
Mayor portfolio, ensuring we think about how it
applies to all areas of the council's work. Second
is the extra resource for social care and support,
where two Cabinet Members can focus on
Children and Adults respectively.”

Marvin Rees & Helen Godwin



The way South Glou-
cestershire Council makes
decisions will change from
May.
The Conservatives, who won
overall control of the
authority in 2015, say the
switch from committees
back to a Cabinet system will
be cheaper and less
complicated. Under the new
arrangements, the leader and
the executive members will
take decisions either
collectively as a cabinet or
individually as portfolio
holders. This system was in
place until the previous
council elections in 2011
when the Conservatives won
most seats but not outright
control. Under the
Government's 2011
Localism Act, South
Gloucestershire voted for
decision making to be made
by committees, the
composition of which
reflected the number of seats
each party had on the
council.
Council leader Matthew
Riddle said: “I predicted
when the decision to go back
to the committee system was
taken (in 2012) that this
would bring more politics
into decision-making, and
we have seen a lot of Punch

and Judy exchanges.  
“The new cabinet system
will make sure there is a

proper focus on the issues,
rather than on party political
point scoring. It will be
efficient and effective, but
maintain transparency and
accountability. Not only this,
but I believe it is less
complicated and less
expensive.”
But Pat Rooney, the leader of
the Labour councillors on the
authority, said: “All elected
councillors should have a
voice, an influence and a
vote on policy decisions, and
these should be made in
public. This cabinet system
will concentrate power in the
hands of just eight of our 70
councillors. Some decisions
will be delegated to
individual councillors for
approval, leading to policy

being made by the stroke of a
pen behind closed doors.  
“Our past experience with
this system is that most
councillors get side-lined
and their valid challenges get
treated with contempt. This
change is unnecessary
because the committee
system does not prevent the
Tories from running the
council as they have a
majority on each committee.
The big difference is that
committees operate in public
so all decisions are made in
public. Abolishing our
committee structure is a

backwards step for
democracy and transpa-
rency.”
Lib Dem group leader Ruth
Davis said: “I've been an
executive member and a
leader of council. With
executives, you have a single

person taking decisions after
talking to an officer. With
committees, you have over a
dozen people deciding, in
public, sometimes changing
the recommendations. South
Gloucestershire is diverse,
with many different
communities that need
different solutions. The extra
viewpoints and experience
that committee members
gave us helped South
Gloucestershire Council
serve our residents well.” 
And her Lib Dem colleague
Claire Young said: “I am
heartily opposed to this
concentration of power,
which will mean decisions
being taken by a few Tories
behind closed doors, away
from the public view. This is

an even greater concen-
tration of power than we had
five years ago. Where we
used to have a number of
scrutiny committees looking
at different areas of policy,
now we will have a single
scrutiny commission trying
to cover everything.”

See letters page 11
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Controversy as Tories
scrap committee system

Matthew Riddle

Pat Rooney



8 The Week in • Wednesday 29th March 2017



The Week in • Wednesday 29th March 2017 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 2nd April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

Former councillor dies at 92
Charles Fisher, a well-known
former councillor, has died at the
age of 92. 
Mr Fisher, of Cherry Gardens in
Bitton, was born in the Frere
Almshouses in Bitton on 29
November 1924 and educated at the
village school.
As a boy, he earned his pocket
money delivering meat for his
uncle, who owned a butcher's shop
in Oldland Common.
He started work at ES & A
Robinson's paper mill in Keynsham
and was then conscripted into the
Royal Navy during the Second
World War. He served on the aircraft
carrier HMS Colossus and did a tour
of duty in the Far East.
After the war, he worked as an
upholsterer for CWS (Co-operative
Wholesale Society) in Whitehall in
Bristol and then Harpers in Bath and
for the MoD in the city.
Although he was a Socialist all his
life, he was an Independent
councillor, who served on the old
Warmley Rural District Council
(WRDC) and was chairman of the
housing committee; he later became
a Kingswood district councillor. 
He was also on Bitton Parish

Council and served on many
committees, including footpaths and
allotments. He was also for a time
the chairman of the almshouses
committee in Bitton and was part of
a group who restarted the Oldland
Horticultural Show, serving on the
committee for more than 15 years.
Mr Fisher married his wife Joan in
1951 and the couple had two
daughters, Denise and Gill. He was
very proud of his nine grandchildren
and 15 great-grandchildren.
Joan passed away in 2014 and Mr
Fisher remained independent until
shortly before his death on 3rd
March at Warmley House care home
(where the old WRDC offices used
to be). Denise said he had enjoyed
keeping up to date with local events
through The Week In.
Malcolm Bridge, Mr Fisher's friend
and a former fellow member of
Bitton Parish Council, said that he
had been a great Socialist,
countryman, family man and friend.
He said: “Charles made it his job to
ensure that all footpaths were kept
open and accessible. After he was a
councillor, people still contacted
him with problems about footpaths
and other queries. He was liked and

trusted by the community.”
Mr Fisher loved football and
supported Manchester United and
Bristol City, and also enjoyed

watching snooker and darts on TV.
His funeral is tomorrow (Thursday)
at 10.15am at Westerleigh
Crematorium.



Time to improve
Kingswood 
Dear Sir
Re your recent article about Kingswood
town centre getting a spring clean, hats
off to those who cleared it of filth and
rubbish - which incidentally, the council
should have been doing as a matter of
routine.
Kingswood has been allowed to become
a real neglected eyesore. Hardly the
gateway to Bristol which has reportedly
topped the 2017 Sunday Times list of
best places to live in Britain!
It's also a pity that all shopkeepers don't
collectively do their bit to keep the areas
surrounding their units clear of litter and
obstacles such as advertising boards.
Stuart Lockwood
Kingswood resident

What Kingswood
needs 
Dear Sir
Whilst there is probably no need for
more shops in Kingswood with all the
empty ones at present, there surely is a
need for a good old-fashioned butcher's
shop. Somewhere to buy just three
rashers of bacon, one pork chop or a
nice joint of beef for the Sunday roast.
Is there anyone out there willing to give
it a go? I certainly hope so.
D Body
Kingswood

Fly-tipping 'being
ignored' 
Dear Sir
Much-printed praise and publicity is
used about the council when heavy
amounts from fly-tippers are traced and

the fly-tippers are prosecuted for
disposing of waste on important Green
Belt land. 
Less so when the council ignores fly-
tipping of a lighter scale that regularly
occurs in various areas of Bristol outside
working class people's houses and
where it appears these prosecutors
prefer not to tread. 
Should they ever decide to enter
Soundwell Road from Ingleside
Road(pictured above), they cannot help
but pass what must surely rank as the
most litter-strewn piece of inner city turf
in Bristol. And I cannot believe the
amount of paper plastic and drink
containers that gather on this area of
grass is solely the action of wind or
weather. 
Further along Soundwell Road, a rat-
ridden public footpath leads around to
May Street, and where, for fear of
rabies, or some such hazard, I would not
even walk the dog. And I know for a fact
this area was reported as being a fly-
tipping health hazard as far back as
2013. 
But of course, to observe these areas and
streets (and there are many like them in
Kingswood) these prosecutors would
first have to venture outside their
vehicles and simply go walkabouts. 
I refuse to believe they actually do this

on the streets of Kingwood. 
Terry Lee
Soundwell Road, Kingswood

The true cost of
Brexit 
Dear Stephen
Following economic turmoil, the
Labour government 50 years ago
announced it was lowering the exchange
rate so the pound would become worth
14% less against the dollar. 
The then Prime Minister Harold Wilson
was ridiculed for saying in a public
broadcast: “It does not mean that the
pound here in Britain, in your pocket or
purse or in your bank has been
devalued.”
Since the EU Referendum, the value of
the pound has declined by more than
14% against all major currencies,
making everything we buy more
expensive. This is now showing itself in
rising shopping bills. Inflation is biting
into real wages. The pound remains
slumped against other currencies with
Theresa May's declaration that she is
taking the country out of the European
'single market'. 
What do 'Brexiteers' say? “The pound
was overvalued”. “It is an adjustment,”
and “It is an opportunity”. They point to
increased exports but, as a businessman
said to me, anyone can sell something
worth £5 for £4.50. People did not vote
in the referendum for the country or
themselves to be poorer. Do not these
hard-line 'Brexit' politicians deserve
ridicule too?
Duncan Hounsell
Chair, Keynsham, Saltford, &
Farmborough ward Liberal
Democrats

Traffic lights 'folly' 
Dear Editor
How refreshing to read letters from
residents who understand the folly of
additional traffic lights proposed for the
end of Wellsway and on Bath Hill into
Keynsham. 
The peak-time build-up of traffic has
been caused by the abolition of the
double lane at the top of Bath Hill where
it joins Temple Street. Two lanes, which
used to exist before the major rebuild on
Temple Street, always allowed traffic to
filter left and flow either along the High
Street or access Ashton Way for the car
park. Traffic lights stop traffic flow and
create congestion which takes several
light sequences to clear at peak times.
Allowing drivers to follow priority from
the right is the basic rule. 
The A39 through Farmborough and
Marksbury suffers major congestion at
morning and evening peak times, solely
as a result of two sets of traffic lights at
Marksbury and the Two-Headed Man
junction. A mini-roundabout at the Two-
Headed Man would have avoided the
frequent filling of the A39 through
Farmborough, Marksbury and the Two-
Headed Man junction. 
Traffic management officials only
design control systems on computer
simulation. They have no interest in
realising the day-to-day implications of
their schemes. Think of the problems
that a one-way High Street and two-way
Ashton Way scheme will generate, with
buses negotiating left, right and more
left and right turns under the new
scheme. 
Maybe the solution for residents will be
to avoid Keynsham altogether!
John, Farmborough
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Book sale thanks 
Dear Stephen
Whitchurch United Reformed Church
members are very grateful to those
people who supported our recent book
sale. 
We had a pleasing number of visitors
and there was a wonderful friendly
atmosphere with plenty of chat and tea
and cake consumed!  In total, we made
over £100 towards our flower festival in
May so thank you to everyone who
donated so generously.  Because we had
many more books donated on the day,
and it was so successful, we've decided
to hold another one next month on the
afternoon of Friday 28th April (times to
be confirmed).  
Mary Leader

Thorny issue of the
Cabinet system 
Dear Stephen
Some of your readers may sometimes
screw up their faces and think or say:

“What?!” in disbelief at what they are
hearing. Well, my face really screwed up
recently and I was saying not only
“What!” but also “Oh no, how could
they?”
My consternation was because I had
heard the ruling Conservative
councillors on South Gloucestershire
Council had decided to go back to what
is known as the Cabinet system. 
This means a small group of people,
eight of 70 councillors, sometimes
diminishing to an even smaller group of
individuals, will be put in place. All this
is said to be being done on the basis of
accountability (which I am all for.) To
me accountability is shown when any
councillor can speak if they so wish and
policy decisions are made by a show of
hands. Sometimes a named vote is
called for and each councillor says (I
am) for/against or abstain, with the
public present - that's being accountable.
There is a neat way of thinking about
how we are governed. We can choose:
AUTOCRACY or government by one

person;
ARISTOCRACY or government by a
privileged group or ruling class; or
DEMOCRACY government by the
whole population through elected
representatives. 
We have been listening a great deal in
the last few days about how we live in a
cherished democracy. And the much-
praised Constitution of the United States
of America says: “We the people…” and
continues on to say how government
should take place. I don't want the first
two thank you, too dangerous by half; I
would want democratic policies by
democratic principles. 
Canute demonstrated he could not turn
the tide to show, it is said, that he was
not all-powerful; why would anyone
want to turn back the tide of political
advancement?
History is littered with words to describe
such elitist ways of behaving:
CABAL: a political clique;
CAUCUS: secret meeting or group
within an organisation or party; and of

course
CABINET: a committee responsible for
controlling government policy.
We need to tell this Conservative Party
on South Gloucestershire that we are an
advanced democratic people looking for
open, really accountable policy-making;
with representatives who do not secretly
communicate 'sub rosa' - or under the
rose bushes. Fragrant thought perhaps
but roses sometimes have thorns and the
exponents of this way of behaving might
scratch themselves and us in the
process!
April J Begley
Hanham
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Hanham Hills

Barrs Court  
Walking
beat surgery
The local neighbourhood
policing team will be
holding a walking beat
surgery in Craven Way and
surrounding roads on Easter
Day, Sunday 16th April
from10am to 11am.
Residents are invited to
discuss any issues or
queries and bring officers
up to date with happe-nings
in the community.



Fifty years ago next
month, a major part of the
local business community
closed its doors for the last
time after more than 100
years. 
That was the end of the
Haskins Pottery, which was
based only a stone's throw
from Kingswood Heritage
Museum.
The business made pipes
and other items for

commercial and industrial
uses. The clay was fired in
huge furnaces, and the best
known, built in 1912 and
shown in the attached photo,
was named Titanic, after the
famous liner. 
The museum open its new
season on Saturday (1st
April) with a display about
the Haskins firm. The
exhibition features not only
the products of the business,

including its very last pipe
of millions, see left, but also
memories of the people who
worked there.
The museum will be open
on Tuesdays, Saturdays and

Sundays until 28th
November from 2pm to
5pm, and on bank holidays
between 11am and 5pm. 
Kingswood Heritage
Museum is located in the

former Champion Brass
Works, at Tower Lane,
Warmley, just off the ring
road (Cadbury Heath exit).
Buses 19, 19A, 42 and 43
stop nearby.

Warmley

Commemorating Haskins
Pottery
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Cooling cabinet (6)
8 Dried grape (6)
9 Famous dram academy (4)
10 Quickly (8)
11 Violent tropical storm (7)
13 A French body? (5)
15 A task (5)
17 A dessert (7)
20 Title character of Harriet Beecher Stowe's

1852 novel (5,3)
21 Dreary (4)
22 A smoke stack (6)
23 A creamy cocktail (6)

DOWN
1 Decrepit (6)
2 A thought (4)
3 Mental or emotional strain (7)
4 Sense of respect (5)
5 Device with pre-set detonation (4,4)
6 Internet connection prior to broadband (4-2)
12 Fundamental (8)
14 Sobbing sound (7)
16 End a telephone conversation (4-2)
18 Justification (6)
19 Calm (5)
21 Rental accommodation (4)

Keynsham 

New
church
A new church aimed at
serving the community is
being launched at the
Somerdale Pavilion on
Sundays from 23rd
April.
One Church Keynsham
is part of a growing
network of Christian
communities in the
Bristol and Gloucester
area.
The 10.30am service will
be held in the Cadbury
Suite at Somerdale. For
more information visit
www.thisisonechurch.
com
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Fundraising in memory
A fundraising campaign is under way to
raise money for the Pancreatic Cancer
Research Fund in memory of a nurse from
North Common who died last October.
Julie Ricketts, 60, worked at Hanham Health
and her colleagues are holding events and
activities this year to raise money for research
into the disease, which has the lowest survival
rate of all cancers. There are collection boxes
in the waiting rooms at the two surgeries in
Hanham and Oldland Common. Hundreds of
pounds have already been raised.
Julie, who had worked as a nurse for 39 years,
did her training at Southmead Hospital. A
mother of three and a grandmother of three,
she had been a nurse team leader at Hanham
but took a career break after her husband Pete
recovered from his major illness. Two years
later she returned initially as a bank nurse, then
worked as a practice nurse at both the Hanham
and Oldland surgeries.
Pete, a retired project manager, said that Julie
began to feel ill last spring after returning from
a holiday in Australia. She had an upset tummy
and flu-like symptoms, which recurred a
couple of months later - and then again shortly

afterwards. Julie had tests which revealed
gallstones and indicated other problems too.  A
scan revealed problems with her pancreas
which turned out to be cancer. 
Initially it was hoped that an operation might
be possible but that was ruled out as the cancer
had spread. Julie opted for aggressive
chemotherapy to try to extend her life but the 
one session she had in September left her
completely wiped out. She died the following 
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of much-loved nurse

Why funding is so desperately needed

month. Her family have taken comfort from
the fact that Julie was a registered organ donor
and that she was able to give sight to a 78-
year-old woman and a 68-year-old man.
The service to celebrate her life, which 360
people attended, was held in November at the
Resound Church in Mangotsfield, where Julie
was a key figure.  
Pete said Julie had a huge impact on the lives
of a lot of people and that her death had left a
big hole. The couple met when they were at the
Grange School together and Mothering
Sunday would have been their 40th wedding
anniversary. He said Julie loved life and her

family and that her Christian faith had
influenced everything she did. She helped out
at the foodbank at Resound, and for 10 years
made soup and sandwiches for the soup run in
Bristol. She loved cooking, entertaining and
crafts, and shared an allotment at Oldland with
friends. She loved being outdoors, whether
gardening, walking or cycling.
Pete said the family had received excellent
help from Macmillan Cancer Support which
has a free helpline - 0808 808 00 00 - as well
as from the pancreatic cancer charity. The
website is http://www.pcrf.org.uk/and there is
a Facebook page.

Each year around 9,000 people in the UK are
diagnosed with pancreatic cancer. It has the lowest
survival rate of all cancers - just 3% of those
diagnosed survive for five years. It is also the only
cancer that has seen no improvement in this figure
over the last 40 years.
For many cancers, five-year survival rates have
increased hugely since the 1970s. For breast cancer
- where large amounts have been spent on research -

five-year survival rates have increased from 50% to
80%. Yet despite its high death rate and lack of
improvement in chances of survival, pancreatic
cancer attracts little research funding in comparison
with many other cancers. 
Some tumour types are easier to work on than others
and many researchers are attracted to areas or
disease where there is real evidence of potential for
progress. 

Pancreatic cancer is notoriously difficult to diagnose
and treat because it is unusually aggressive,
symptoms are often vague and appear at a late stage,
when surgery is no longer possible.
The Pancreatic Cancer Research Fund was set up in
2004 and exists to try to raise new funds for research
and be a voice for pancreatic cancer patients and
argue for a fair allocation of research funding and
attention.

The symptoms of
pancreatic cancer
Pancreatic cancer is sometimes called a 'silent cancer' because
there are generally few symptoms in the early stages, and those
that are present can be non-specific and vague. 
Symptoms can include:
• Painless jaundice related to bile duct obstruction
• Significant and unexplained weight loss
• New onset of persistent abdominal discomfort
• Persistent indigestion not alleviated by medication
• Loss of appetite/quickly feeling full when eating
• Unexplained back pain, often eased by sitting upright
All of these symptoms can have multiple other causes and
there is not yet a reliable diagnostic test for pancreatic cancer.
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.

Downend 

Charities collect proceeds
from traders' event

Whitchurch
villagers make
their voices heard

Traders in Cleeve Wood Road who held a Christmas event last November to raise money for local
charities and funds for the Cleeve Wood Road Shops Regeneration Group handed over cheques to
the good causes last Friday.
The event was a huge success and raised more than £1,400. £300 was handed over to each of the
chosen charities - St Peter's Hospice (in memory of Stephen Wood), Jessie May Trust and
Children's Hospice South West (Charlton Farm). 
The presentation was attended by staff from a number of the businesses in the rank of shops
including Style Collection, Cleeve Wood Pharmacy, West 70 Photography and M Coleman Estate
Agents. 
Cleeve Wood Road shops look forward to hosting another Christmas event this November and
encourage everyone to visit www.cleevewood.co.uk for details or to follow Cleeve Wood Road
Shops on Facebook.

Residents of Whitchurch Village have made clear their
opposition to proposals to expand their community by up to
3,500 homes.
Last autumn people were invited to give their views on the West
of England's approach to housing, economic development and
the transport infrastructure for the next 20 years, and the results
have now been published.
The greatest number of responses from across the whole region
came from Whitchurch where 328 objected to the idea of
removing 250 acres south east of their village from the Green
Belt to help meet the region's housing shortfall.
Whitchurch Village currently has just over 500 homes and is
already taking a 200-home development on land between Sleep
Lane and Staunton Lane. 
The lack of adequate transport infrastructure, particularly the
impact on the already congested A37, was also highlighted,
along with the lack of sustainability of the site, the risk to
nearby heritage sites Maes Knoll and Queen Charlton
Conservation Area, and flooding problems. 

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



A horse rescued from
treacherous mud flats at
Avonmouth has been named
Sapphire in honour of
Whitchurch charity Horse-
world's 65th year. 
The rescue charity was alerted
to the plight of a horse which
had apparently been abandoned
on land on the edge of the River
Severn last month.
Known as the foreshore, this
area is extremely dangerous
due to the treacherous sinking
mud on the edge of the river
and the fast tidal current. A
young mare died on the same
stretch of land last year. 
The bay mare was completely
alone and there was no sign
that anyone was visiting the
site to care for her. She was thin
and covered in lice. That week
there was heavy rain and
40mph winds and she was
clearly very cold. 
The abandonment notice

posted on the gate prompted no
response and so HorseWorld
set about rescuing her but this
was easier said than done. She
was very wary of strangers and
reluctant to be caught.              
HorseWorld's equine welfare
yard manager Sarah Hollister
said: “There was no hope of
catching her on the first day as
she was terrified of us and very
suspicious of what we were
going to do to her.
“We posted the abandonment
notices and came back to try

again the next day. With
support from a member of the
public, we returned daily to
feed the mare from a bucket
and gradually gain her trust. On
the third attempt, we added a
little oral sedation to the feed to
calm her nerves and finally
managed to get a headcollar on
her without causing her too
much stress.” 
“We were so relieved to have
caught her. If she had become
stuck in the mud, the tide
would have come in and

drowned her. Once caught, she
loaded into the trailer quite
easily and was taken back to
HorseWorld where the vet
came to check her over. 
“No owner ever came forward
to try to claim her or to explain
why they'd left their horse in
such a dangerous place and in
such poor condition. 
“The mare was named
Sapphire to commemorate
HorseWorld's 65th year of
saving horses. She has settled

in at HorseWorld and is doing
well. She is now putting on
some weight and has been
treated for lice and worms. She
is now able to be treated the
dentist and the farrier as her
trust in humans is gradually
building.
“If you would like to donate
towards the care of Sapphire
and other rescued horses,
please visit
www.horseworld.org.uk or call
01275 893020.”

Whitchurch

Emaciated horse saved from treacherous mud flats
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Looking healthier

Sapphire after she was rescued
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Hear the dawn chorus

Pump Room Trio keep it local

Members of the Keynsham and Saltford branch of the Avon
Wildlife Trust invite people to join them for the annual Saltford
Dawn Chorus on Sunday 30th April.
This is a great way to learn how to identify from their songs the
many birds that are found in Saltford. The annual walk normally
finds more than 30 different species. The group will meet at

4.30am at Saltford Shallows car park. The walk will follow the
railway path cycle track towards Bath and back again along the
river. People are advised to wrap up warm and bring binoculars
and a bird identification guide as well as a hot flask.
The event will finish about 8am. For more information and to
confirm your attendance contact Dave Sage on 0789 971 6068.

Tickets are selling well for the Pump Room
Trio concert at The Space in Keynsham on
Saturday 29th April. On what is a very rare
performance outside their usual home at the
popular Bath venue, Keynsham record store
Longwell Records will also be selling vinyls
of past Pump Room Trios on the evening.
Keeping matters extremely local, the bar at
the Space is being run by staff from
Pomegranate Café and Restaurant. Tickets
cost £14 and are available from
www.keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.co.uk.

OUT & ABOUT – Your guide to what’s on in April



22 The Week in • Wednesday 29th March 2017

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to what’s on in April

Dramway walk

From South Glos to the Somme

The next guided footpath walk jointly
organised by Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish
councils is on Sunday 30th April will be a walk
along the Dramway to Coalpit Heath,
exploring the local coal heritage.
Meeting at 2.30pm near the Bridge Inn,
Shortwood, this is a straight walk and cars will

be arranged to bring walkers back to the
starting point.
It is essential that you register for this walk
well in advance. Contact Clive Brett on 0117
3295183, 0743 486 9429 or email
clive@brett.org.uk

A new play has been written about the First
World War expressly for schools in South
Gloucestershire.
The project - From South Glos to the Somme - is
supported and funded by the Heritage Lottery
Fund, South Gloucestershire Council and Brass
Works Theatre, which is based above Kingswood
Heritage Museum in Warmley.
The play, written by Brass Works Theatre
founder Adrian Harris, has been developed with
the involvement of local heritage centres and

schoolchildren across the district.
The fictional characters have been developed
from historical documents, stories and research
from the area, and the plays aims is to engage
students in the lives of people that served at home
and abroad during the First World War.
There will be a rehearsed reading of the play at
King's Oak Academy in Brook Road,
Kingswood, on Wednesday 26th April at 6.30pm.
For free tickets email
info@brassworkstheatre.com
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Saltford

School's secret garden opens

Fly-fishing on the
beautiful River Chew

A newly created secret garden at
Saltford C of E Primary School has
been officially opened.  
Headteacher Dawn Elliott said: “We
were very grateful when the local
authority agreed to allow the school to
create a garden on land adjacent to the
school.”
The garden was designed around
original ideas from the children and
teacher Neil Baker sketched these into
a plan. Work began on the garden in
the summer holidays, with teacher
Ruth Hayden's husband playing a key role
along with other volunteers, staff, parents and
children.
The official opening was performed by local
B&NES councillor Emma Dixon, who is also
a parent at the school. She donated funds to
enable the school to purchase a carved bench
and animal sculptures, created by local
sculptor Andy O'Neill from the trunk of a lime
tree felled during building work at the school. 
The PTA donated funds to purchase items for

the garden, including the wood required to
build the stage and pergola, and items the
children created during their Arts Week. The
stage was designed and built by John Knight.
Mrs Hayden, who is the arts and music leader
at the school said: “This project is forming part
of our Artsmark Gold Award. Everyone has
worked very hard on this project and we are
looking forward to using the garden for
outside learning, performing on the stage and
to hold some of our assemblies.”

Chew Fly Fishing Club, which can trace its
roots back as a club fishing on the River Chew
for more than a century, is currently looking
for new members. 
The club has access to more than a mile of
wild brown trout fishing on the river from
below Pensford Bridge to the bridge at
Woollard, and also rents a small stocked lake
at Church Farm in Publow.

Members enjoy beautiful surroundings, superb
mayfly hatches, and grayling fishing in winter. 
Annual membership is £245 a year and £50 for
juniors (under-18s). Social events are held
during the season.
For more information contact Charlie Tricks
on 01761 492512 or email
tricks5ef@btinternet.com

Emersons Green 
Easter disco 

What a score!

There will be an Easter
disco featuring an Easter
hat parade at Emersons
Green Village Hall on
Saturday 8th April from
4pm to 6pm.
The cost is £4 per child
(adults free). Tickets are
available from the reception
desk at the hall.
There will be a prize for the
best hat.

Fundraising members of Keynsham Walking Football Club
handed over a total of £6,000 to two cancer charities last
Friday.
The money was split between Cancer Research UK and
Macmillan Cancer Support. The footballers raised the
money in memory of members they have lost to the disease,
or who are fighting it. They held a Music Benefit Night at
Saltford Hall earlier in the month to raise funds and were
overwhelmed by the support from local businesses with
donations and pledges towards an auction and raffle.
Keynsham Walking Football Club meets every Tuesday at
the AJN Stadium from 10am to 11am for over-65s and on
Fridays from 10am to 11am for the over-50s.
New players are welcome and no football playing
experience is necessary.

Mobile speed
camera locations
Here are the locations in our area where the police mobile
speed cameras are taking enforcement action this week
(starting 27th March).

Bath & North East Somerset: In Keynsham on Coronation
Avenue, Charlton Road and Park Road; on the A431 Kelston
Road; in Saltford on the A4 Bath Road and Manor Road; on
the A39 Corston and A37 Pensford Hill.

South Gloucestershire:
On the A431 Bath Road at Bitton; Abbots Road in Hanham;
Court Farm Road, California Road and Long Beach Road in
Longwell Green; High Street, Oldland Common and Mill
Lane; the A432 Badminton Road south of the A4174 Avon
Ring Road; Gloucester Road in Staple Hill; Westerleigh
Road in Pucklechurch; Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath;
Victoria Road in North Common; also the A420 through
Wick.

Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, West Town
Lane and Broomhill Road; in St George on Nags Head Hill
and Bell Hill Road/Two Mile Hill Road; in Stockwood on
Sturminster Road.

Tracey Lush



Darren Hall says he has a
reputation for getting things
done. “I'm a project
manager and that is what
the new role of West of
England Mayor is about,”
he says. “I don't like politics
but I really like
democracy.”
Hall has worked in regional
government and was also
manager of the Bristol Local
Strategic Partnership,
producing the Bristol 2020
City Strategy. He went on to
work for the city council to
run the Bristol Green Capital
Partnership, project
managing the team that won
the European Green Capital
2015. He is currently a

freelance project manager in
the social and environmental
sector.
He stood for the Greens in
Bristol West in the 2015
Parliamentary elections,
coming second to Labour and
knocking sitting Lib Dem MP
Stephen Williams into third
place. He is up against
Williams again in this
election. 
Hall's crowdfunding project
to cover the £5,000 deposit
needed to stand as a candidate
was very successful, raising
more than £11,000 and giving
him money to fund his
campaign too. 
He says he can reach out to
communities to go beyond

local politics, concentrating
instead on delivering positive
change. The role of the new
'Metro Mayor' will be to chair
the recently established West
of England Combined
Authority (WECA), working
alongside the Labour Mayor
of Bristol Marvin Rees and
the Conservative leaders of
B&NES and South Glos
councils (Tim Warren and
Matthew Riddle). 
Hall has worked in the past
with Rees on the Local
Strategic Partnership and has
praised him for recently
setting up a public ownership
housing development
corporation; if elected as
West of England Mayor on

4th May, Hall says he would
roll this out regionwide.
Although he has “ideological
differences” with the Tory
leaders, Hall says he will be
able to work with them to
come up with coherent plans
for housing (he says building
on the Green Belt should only
be a last resort) and transport.
He says it is a problem that
North Somerset Council isn't
on board but the authority
could join in the future. 
Hall says the shifting of
power from Westminster is as
important as about the money
that will be coming into the
region. The funding (£30m a
year for 30 years plus as yet
unspecified amounts for
transport and skills funding)
is a “good start” and he
believes that spent wisely,
more money will follow.
He recently announced that
he will only take about half
the £62,000 allowance that
comes with the job of Metro
Mayor. The other half he
would use to hire someone to
look at some of the problems
of inequality - an issue he is
passionate about. He says
Bristol's success is not being
shared, that not everyone can
work in the creative and
digital sector, and he wants
opportunities for all those

who aren't currently part of
that success story.
Hall reiterates this point a few
days after our meeting, when
The Sunday Times names
“cool, classy and supremely
creative” Bristol as the best
place to live in the UK. Hall's
response is how much more
proud we could all be if
Bristol won an award for
“Most Equal City”, flagging
up what the newspaper hadn't
mentioned - the city's
congestion, the delayed
buses, the reliance by so
many families on food banks,
the air pollution problem, the
thousands of people on the
social housing register and
that Bristol is one of the most
expensive places in Britain to
buy a house, with average
prices more than 10 times the
average salary.
As Mayor, cleaner, greener
transport would be one of
Hall's top priorities - and that
includes pushing for full
electrification of the London
to Bristol Temple Meads line.
He says the Government's
decision to defer the final
stages of electrification is
“terrible ... crazy”. 
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'I don't like politics but I really

Hanham 

Dementia
advice
South Gloucestershire Council
is organising a Living Well
with Dementia roadshow on
Wednesday 12th April from
2pm to 4.30pm at Hanham
Community Centre.

It is suitable for anyone who
has recently been diagnosed
with dementia and their
carers/families. Practical,
emotional and health advice
will be on offer.

You can book by calling 01454
862356 or email cchengage
ment@southglos.gov.uk

In the third in our series looking at the candidates standing to be West of England Mayor, Becky Feather meets the Green
Party's Darren Hall

Darren Hall



He stresses he is not anti-car
(he has one) but says that for
journeys under 5km, public
transport, cycling and
walking should be more
prevalent. He says that
tackling school transport -
with easier and safer
alternatives to parents taking
their children by car - would
go a long way to easing
congestion, pointing out how
much more smoothly traffic
runs during the school
holidays. He is not an
advocate of new roads,
including a suggested bypass
for Saltford: “More roads
equal more cars.”
And he's a fierce critic of
First Bus, frequently taking to
social media to complain
about poor service and
warning that he will expect

higher standards if he is
elected and will put the bus
company “on notice”. 
Hall is pro-Europe and
doesn't believe that the 48-52
EU Referendum result is an
overall majority and a
mandate for ripping up the
trade agreement. He says if
elected, he would join the
global network of mayors to

make sure we are fully
integrated with Europe,
irrespective of Brexit. 
Sometimes it's hard for the
Greens to get their message
across, he admits, as people
have a tendency to think short
term: “But in 20 years,
society will look back and say
the Greens were right.”
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Congestion in Bristol



Reports of anti-social
behaviour at the Aspects
Leisure Park and in Barrs
Court and Cadbury Heath
have dropped significantly.
Local police officers and Bob
Evely, from South Glos
Council's anti-social
behaviour team, told a recent
community meeting in
Longwell Green that whereas
a year ago there were
problems with youths
gathering in large numbers
and causing trouble, it is now
much quieter.  
Neighbourhood beat manager
Lee Humphreys said they
were still receiving some calls
but nothing on the scale it had
been.
The police and anti-social
behaviour team organised a
series of multi-agency
partnership meetings to tackle

the problems and an action
plan was drawn up. The main
offenders of the anti-social
behaviour were identified and
applications made to Bristol
Youth Court (Bristol
Magistrates' Court). This
resulted in the court issuing
two criminal behaviour orders
and an ASB injunction, along
with a community protection
warning to the perpetrators.
Working in partnership with
the Juice Community Project,
StreetGames sporting
activities take place in the area
on Friday nights from 6pm to
8pm. These sessions help to
reclaim areas that were once
home to anti-social behaviour
and litter, turning them into
informal sports zones that
young people take pride in.
StreetGames is currently
funded through the Police &

Crime Commissioner and
Comic Relief, and from April
the StreetGames 'BS30'
programme will be funded
through the council's Positive
Activities Fund.
Other schemes include Fit and
Fed which is starting during
the Easter holidays, providing
young people from
disadvantaged backgrounds
with a nutritious meal every
day for free. There is also a
programme of youth work at
The Batch Community Centre
and the DreamScheme
project, which sees young
people earning rewards by
carrying out community-
spirited activities.
This week the council's
Environment & Community
Services Chair Heather
Goddard said: “In partnership
with the police, we have been
working with parents in the
area to raise awareness of the
consequences of people in the
community who get involved
in criminal and anti-social
behaviour. As well as looking
at some of the problems in the
area, there was an
acknowledgment that young
people can play an important
role in community life.
“We have received a positive
response from concerned
parents and this preventative

work, combined with the
community activities we have
arranged, has really helped to
improve the situation. The
multi-agency partnership
group continue to meet at
regular intervals to review
progress and discuss new
initiatives.”
Neighbourhood Inspector
Clive Summerill said:
“Everyone has been playing
their part in resolving these
issues. We need local parents
and carers to talk to their
children about having respect
for the community we're all

part of and the potential
consequences of anti-social
behaviour, to themselves as
well as others. 
“The majority of our young
people have no intention of
causing anti-social behaviour
and of course they should be
free to meet with their friends
in public places. Our officers
don't want to involve young
people in the criminal justice
system for thoughtlessness,
but we will work with the
council and the community to
take action to tackle persistent
troublemakers.”
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Sudoku Solutions
2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution

Reduction in anti-social behaviour

Emersons Green 

Kit thank you
Grateful youngsters from Emersons Green Football Club
visited the Sainsbury's store recently to show off the
raincoats they bought from money raised in store by
customers and colleagues as part of a community
fundraising project.

Police at Barrs Court last year
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Accountancy
Services

Advertising

Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Builders

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Computers / IT

Dance Classes

Electrical

Car Repairs

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

ElectricalElectrical

Fencing

Furniture Makers

Foot Care

Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Events

Hair & Beauty
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0117 986 0381

An advert
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£20.00
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per insert
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starting at 2 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Plastering

Logs

Plumbers

Plumbers

Laundry Services

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

LPs & Vinyl

Pets
WANTED. Grey female
kitten – cat. Call 0117
9865934.
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THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
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Venue Hire

Waste Disposal

Waste DisposalPlumbers

Windows & Doors

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Skip Hire

Storage

TVs

TVs

Sewing Lessons

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
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