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Stand by for more bus cuts
More bus cuts have been
announced. From 30th April,
First are axing Service 16,
which links Longwell Green
to Bristol Parkway via

Hanham, Kingswood town
centre, Cossham Hospital,
the
Hillfields
Estate,
Fishponds, Stapleton and the
University of the West of

England.
First's 17 Keynsham to
Southmead Hospital service
will no longer serve Hillfields
from the end of April. It was a

trial agreed by First and local
councillors on a 'use it or lose
it' basis.
And Abus are withdrawing the
442 (St Philips - St George Hanham - Keynsham - Saltford
- Oldfield School) from 24th
April. They blame low
passenger numbers and say it's
no longer commercially viable.
Meanwhile their Service 441
(Cossham Hospital - Kingsway
- Hanham - Longwell Green Cherry Gardens - Oldfield
School) will start from Cock
Road and will not pick up or set
down between Stonehill and
Oldfield School. The 443
(Fishponds - Downend - Staple
Hill - New Cheltenham Warmley - Bridgeyate - Farm Continued on page 3
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Stand by for
more bus cuts
Continued from page 1
Cherry Gardens - Oldfield
School) will no longer serve
Woodward Road or Long
Beach Road as Abus say the
demand is not there.
In a letter to parents, Oldfield
headteacher Steven Mackay
said: “Redfield, St George,
Hanham
High
Street,
Keynsham and Saltford will
no longer be served by an
Abus service. Abus have
indicated there are a number
of alternative services from
these areas but appreciate
these will not be as convenient
as the current service for some
students. They will be
providing a leaflet detailing
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these changes before the
Easter holiday.”
He told The Week In that he
had raised the issue with First
and asked if they could
consider the implications for
their own services, but had not
yet received a response.
This week Anna Keen and her
fellow
Hillfields
ward
councillor Craig Cheney said
they were disappointed the 17
would no longer pass through
Hillfields: “We are aware
there are a number of local
people that rely on this service
and will now be expected to
take a lengthy walk to access
the service.”
She added: “Having fought
successfully to save the 16 in
its previous guise as the 81,
we are very frustrated to hear
this is being cut. We know the
strength of feeling that was
displayed last time this cut
was proposed.
“We recently met with First
Bus and will continue to press
them, as well as speaking to
South
Gloucestershire
Council, for alternatives. If
you live in Hillfields and
would like to raise your
concerns, we would love to
hear from you. Our email
addresses
are
Cllr.Craig.Cheney@bristol.go
v.uk (07469 413304) and
Cllr.Anna.Keen@bristol.gov.u
k (07342 031891).”
A First spokesperson said:
“The 16 is operated under
contract
for
South
Gloucestershire
Council,
which has seen a reduction in
customer demand primarily
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First’s network
in East Bristol

caused by poor reliability and
punctuality as a result of
roadworks and congestion on
Stoke Lane and the ring road.
"First Bristol informed the
council it was no longer able
to operate the contract. South
Gloucestershire
Council
considered other options,
including discussion with
other operators, but we
understand they decided not to
procure
a
replacement
alternative.
“First Bristol has decided to
improve the 17 by simplifying
the route and turning it into a
singular journey via Staple
Hill. This will greatly improve
passenger numbers, who will
benefit from a regular halfhourly service. Our Service 6
provides an alternative for
customers between Hillfields
and Kingswood.”
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Keynsham

Gang of five raid store
Police were called to reports of a breakin at the Avon Gold Supermarket on
Queens Road at about 1.40am on
Sunday.

On Monday, as this week's issue was being prepared for
print, the four councils of the West of England Partnership
published their consultation report for the Joint Spatial
Plan and Transport Study.

An Avon & Somerset police spokesman
said: “Five suspects forced their way into
the property and took tobacco and
cigarettes. They are reported to have left
the scene in a small dark car.

Members of the public and other stakeholders had been invited
last autumn to give their views on the document which set out
the region's approach to housing, economic development and
the transport infrastructure for the next 20 years.

“We're keen to hear from anyone who was
in the area at the time of the incident who
may have information to help our
inquiries. Anyone able to help should
contact 101, quoting ref 5217060571.”

THE WEEK IN

Disappointing response
level to regional
planning consultation

Hanham Cricket Club

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington,
Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons
Green, Fishponds, Hanham,
Hillfields, Keynsham, Kingswood,
Longwell Green, Mangotsfield,
Marksbury, North Common, Oldland
Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford,
Staple Hill, Stockwood, St George,
Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick,
Willsbridge.

A 140-page document has now been published which details
the responses to a range of issues, including more housing for
Whitchurch and Keynsham as well as a garden village near
Thornbury. There was also a £7.5bn investment into transport
projects including possible rapid transport system between
Bristol and Bath. While the consultation document highlighted
a shortfall of over 39,000 homes for which land still needed to
be found, in addition to the sites already identified, it is perhaps
not surprising that housing developers responded with
alternative or additional locations that they would be interested
in developing.
Given the scope of some of the transport projects put forward
in the original document, the authors expressed disappointment
at the low level of response (fewer than 600). While generally
there was support for rail and bus network improvements,
specific projects such as the Saltford bypass and park and ride
plans east of Bath received high volumes of objections.
We will include a more detailed report on the consultation
responses next week.
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Four men jailed after police
smash drugs ring
Four men have been jailed for a total
of more than 30 years at Bristol
Crown Court last Thursday after
being convicted for drug offences.

designer clothes, expensive jewellery
and watches. Over a two-year period
£870,000 of unexplained cash was paid
into his bank, most in cash.

Jay Cowell, from Cleveland Reach in
Bath, but who was living in Gays Road
in Hanham at the time of his arrest,
Mark Howard, of Keel Close in St
George, Joe Wilkins, of Soundwell
Road, and Jose Paulo De Sousa, from
Lawrence Hill, were convicted
following an operation by Zephyr, the
South West Regional Organised Crime
Unit.

In November 2015 40-year-old Howard
and 29-year-old Wilkins were seen
entering a property in Soundwell Road
in Kingswood. Shortly afterwards a
£70,000 white Audi R8 sports car driven
by Cowell arrived at the property. De
Sousa was a passenger in the car.

The court heard that 42-year-old
Cowell, who presented himself as a
successful businessman, lived a lifestyle
with luxuries which did not match the
income from his car bodywork repairs
and respraying company. He ran high
value cars including a £107,000
Porsche, bought expensive artwork,

Police officers entered the property
shortly afterwards and seized £60,000 in
cash. Also seized was a bag containing a
white powder (27.81g of cocaine), a set
of digital scales found to have traces of
cocaine and cannabis, 58.43g of
benzocaine, 6.16g of compressed
powder (composed of cocaine,
benzocaine and tetramisole), plus drug
paraphernalia including a metal spoon,
sieves and containers containing white
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crystalline power found to be cocaine,
benzocaine and tetramisole.
All four men were arrested and a
subsequent search of Cowell's address in
Gays Road followed and resulted in the
seizure of a 65in curved screen TV, 100
boxed training shoes, artwork, jewellery
and electronic gadgets.
Various amounts of cocaine and heroin
were also confiscated by officers, along
with £16,000 in cash and 12 live 9mm
rounds of ammunition were seized.
In the garage a further search revealed
64g of heroin, a golf ball-sized wrap of
compressed powder (heroin) and 24g of
cocaine (contained in a clear plastic
wrap). The four suspects were
subsequently charged.
All four were convicted of conspiracy to
supply class A drugs. In addition,
Cowell was found guilty of possession
with intent to supply heroin, possession

of ammunition without a firearms
certificate and possession of a controlled
drug (heroin).
Cowell was jailed for a total of 13 years
and six months for “his significant role”;
Howard received an eight-year custodial
sentence and Wilkins seven years while
De Sousa was jailed for four years.

5

Keynsham

How the one-way trial
With the start of the oneway traffic trial on the High
Street still some weeks away,
questions continue to be
asked about whose idea it
was and how we have
arrived at the current
situation.
A one-way traffic system was
actually included as part of the
Keynsham Transport Strategy
which was finally approved by
B&NES Council last July.
That plan had been more than
two years in the making, with
the specific aim of minimising
the negative effects of traffic
congestion in and around the
town. A draft report was
compiled by consultants Mott
MacDonald in October 2014
which was followed by public
consultation
and
two
exhibition events. B&NES
Cabinet approved the strategy
in July 2015 but added a
further period for public

engagement prior to its final
adoption. As part of that, a
public meeting was held at the
Key Centre in September
2015.
At the time in 2014 when the
Mott
MacDonald
draft
strategy was launched, The
Week In was very critical of
the content. While the strategy
accurately identified the
problems, it was very light on
tangible
solutions.
It
acknowledged that most of
Keynsham's traffic problems
are caused by vehicles having
to transit the town centre but
dismissed major infrastructure
plans, like the Broadmead
Roundabout to Avon Mill
Lane link, as unaffordable and
too long term. Instead, it
offered measures to improve
walking and cycling while
relying heavily on better
public transport provision to
reduce reliance on the car as

the main source of travel.
But a plan for a one-way
system around the High Street
was indeed featured in the
draft version of the Keynsham
Transport
Strategy.
In
response to a desire expressed
by the public to improve the
pedestrian environment and
widen the pavements, the
consultants carried out traffic
modelling on two alternative
schemes. One was for a
complete gyratory system
with Bath-bound traffic going
along the High Street and
Bristol-bound traffic along
Ashton Way while the other
kept Ashton Way open to
traffic in both directions.
The main reason for preferring
the latter appears to have been
a lesser impact on traffic
travelling down Charlton
Road towards the junction

with Ashton Way. The Week
In has received letters and
reported on calls over the last
three years for a complete
closure of the High Street to
be considered. There is no
mention, however, in the
Keynsham Transport Strategy
about whether this was ever
considered as one of the
options to improve the
pedestrian realm in the High
Street.
Interestingly as long ago as
2012, the public was invited to
see proposals by different
consultants, Hydrock, this
time in relation to the plans to
redevelop the Civic Centre. A
large number of residents sat
goggle-eyed as the Paramics
computer simulations were
played on the giant screen. Yet
again, the comparison was
demonstrated between a full

gyratory system and one with
two-way traffic on Ashton
Way. Our report in Issue 206
(23rd Feb 2012) noted that full
pedestrianisation had been
ruled out of consideration.
Among the many present who
watched
the
traffic
demonstrations play out was
Keynsham town councillor
Lisa O'Brien. Calling for a
more holistic approach to the
town's traffic problems, she
said at the time: “Keynsham is
growing but nothing is being
proposed to take account of
the consequences. We should
not have to wait until K2 and
Somerdale are built but plan
now to take account of it.”
The Hydrock consultant
replied that the 'bigger picture'
was not within his remit. Ms
O'Brien then called on
B&NES to consider a “mini

How the one-way plan was presented in 2012
6
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came to be
bypass” for through traffic
using Avon Mil Lane.
As to the question of whether
the public was consulted over
the forthcoming one-way trial,
the simple fact that the
adoption process for the
Keynsham Transport Strategy

included public consultation
means the answer is 'yes'. The
public meetings were well
attended and if the total of 130
responses to the consultation
questionnaire does not sound a
lot, the sad fact of the matter is
that
such
consultation

exercises seldom do generate
high volumes.
The scheme being put in place
differs slightly from the
original which is outlined in
the
transport
strategy,
particularly the ability for

buses, taxis and bicycles to
cross directly from High
Street to Temple Street at the
top of Bath Hill. The final
design was worked on by
council highways employees
with input from Keynsham's

B&NES councillors.
Of course, until the trial
begins in May, no-one will
know for sure how motorists'
behaviour will be affected by
the changes.

Keynsham

Best bids invited for
old fire station
Agents Alder King say there has been
“considerable interest” in the old fire station in
Temple Street and to be fair to all those who
have expressed interest, best bids in writing for
the freehold interest must be submitted by
noon on Friday 28th April.
The agents have been asked by Avon Fire &
Rescue to dispose of the station which closed
last year when the new one opened at Hicks Gate, with offers in excess of £325,000 invited.
The present one-way trial
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Kingswood

Good turnout for car park
redevelopment exhibition
People have been sharing
their
views
on
the
redevelopment of the Kings
Chase Shopping Centre.
A public exhibition was held in
the town last Wednesday for
residents, shoppers and traders
to consider options for a
scheme which could see the
outdated multi-storey car park
demolished.
Steamrock
Capital,
who
manage the precinct, organised
the event which was held in an
empty unit in the precinct.
Scores of people attended.
Graeme Jones, project lead
from the company, said: “The
multi-storey car park at Kings

Chase Shopping Centre is
underused and in desperate
need of modernisation. We also
believe this space can be better
utilised.

progress.”

“We are considering a number
of options for the site with one
including shops, restaurants, a
gym and a replacement car
park, but we wanted to hear
from
the
Kingswood
community about what they
would like included before a
final scheme is decided upon.
We would like to thank
everyone who came to our
consultation event and shared
their views. We will keep the
community updated as plans

Such was the interest in the
possible redevelopment, which
was extensively debated on the
Week In's Facebook page at the
end of February, that people
were eagerly waiting for the
doors to open last Wednesday.
Our story received almost
70,000 hits and a wide range of
comments; some welcomed the
proposed regeneration but there
were concerns there wouldn't
be enough parking and whether
more units were really needed

People were also asked
whether they wanted to see
office space and community
facilities in the scheme.

The dated car park
when there are some empty
shops in the town centre.
The shopping centre currently
has 26 retail units and is home
to shops including Sainsbury's,
WHSmith, New Look, Wilko
and Holland & Barrett. The top
level of the multi-storey car
park has been closed to the
public for a number of years
because of much-needed repair
work.
The area identified for
regeneration is approximately
1.45 acres and is bordered by
Downend Road, Kimberley
Road and Gilbert Road.

Liza-Jane Gillespie, of Creatrix PR, was on hand to answer questions about the
possible redevelopment of the car park site

Steamrock
say
that
redevelopment could provide
new employment opportunities

in the town and that new retail
units could enable Kingswood
to compete with rival out-oftown developments, such as
Longwell Green.
New occupiers could also help
to make Kingswood a
destination shopping area and
increased footfall would
benefit the town's existing
traders and businesses.
Information
from
the
exhibition is available at
www.kingschaseredevelopmen
t.co.uk but the consultation
finishes today (Wednesday). A
planning
application
is
expected to be submitted to
South Gloucestershire Council
later in the year.

Downend

Focus on
fuchsias
Downend
Horticultural
Society's next meeting on
Thursday 13th April is an
evening out to the Lockyer
Fuchsias nursery at Coalpit
Heath.
New
members
are
welcome. Call Roger Davis
on 0117 9571703 or Hilary
Walton on 0117 9792832.
8
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Old store
demolished
The old Co-op store in Halls Road
in Kingswood has now been
demolished.
The free car park that had been on
the site will remain closed until the
new Lidl store being built there
opens shortly before Christmas.
The old car park had 230 vehicle
parking spaces and the new layout
will have 200. But whereas oneand-a-half-hours' free parking was
previously offered, the new one
will offer two hours' free parking
for customers and those wanting to
use the town centre facilities.

Upton Cheyney

Phone mast refused
Controversial plans for a 25m high phone mast on the
outskirts of picturesque Upton Cheyney have been
refused by South Gloucestershire Council.
Vodafone and Telefonica UK (O2) applied just before
Christmas to erect the telecommunication equipment
in a field off Wick Lane.
Last week the council turned down the plans as the
site is in the Bristol/Bath Green Belt where
development is only approved in very special
circumstances.
Planning officers felt the applicants had failed to
demonstrate that full consideration had been taken
regarding other existing sites in the area.

Sudoku
1-Easy

2 -Hard

Other reasons given for refusal were that the site is
within the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty and the Ashwicke Ridges Landscape
Character Area, and the applicants had failed to
demonstrate the proposal would conserve and
enhance the landscape.
Planning officers also said that the proposed lattice
tower, three antennae, two microwave dishes and two
equipment cabinets would be in a location just outside
the Upton Cheyney Conservation Area and because of
its height, scale and design the installation would
have an adverse impact upon the area's historic
character.

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 26th March
Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)
Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)
Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)
Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)
Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)
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LETTERS
Unsuitable site for
house building
Dear Stephen
Many thanks for the report on the
presentation meeting that took place
before the council meeting for Hanham
Abbots Parish Council on Tuesday 7th
March. I was unable to attend due to a
prior engagement but your report is very
full.
Like many other readers, I have noticed
the related item on page 6 of The Week
In (Issue 465) wherein Tom Stanley, the
presenter on that Tuesday evening, is
reported to have called the last draft of
(West of England) Joint Spatial Plan
“unsustainable” and that new housing
was being proposed in “unsuitable
locations
that
would
heighten
congestion in the outer limits of Bristol,
put pressure on surrounding towns and
villages, and constrain future growth
unnecessarily”. He also said, according
to your report, that development was
proposed in locations that did not have
good access to existing services.
Does this man have a forked tongue? In
talking about unsuitable proposals for
housing development, he has directly
spoken out against the “vision” he
presented to Hanham Abbots Parish
Council. It is clear to everyone in
Hanham that the proposal for 105
houses on Green Belt land alongside
Abbots Road - at the base of Hanham
Hills - is totally unsuitable for the very
reasons he himself has given.
However, leaving that to one side, Mr
Stanley does have a strong point about
the projected housing requirement and
his estimate of the 20,000 homes'
shortfall in the region.
It needs to be recognised by all

concerned, and not least South
Gloucestershire Council and the
Hanham & District Green Belt
Conservation Society, that some years
ago a proposal to build on Green Belt
land at Longwell Green, behind Pearsall
Road, went to appeal. David Reade, for
the Green Belt Conservation Society,
presented an excellent refutation of the
proposals but that presented by SGC
was somewhat inadequate. The
inspector, in refusing the appeal, said he
had done so purely on the grounds that
the land was/is Green Belt and that SGC
had not shown that they could meet the
then housing requirement.
Obviously, such considerations are not
immediately required but, should these
proposals be taken forward, all the
major players involved need to be
prepared properly.
David Matthews
Hanham Abbots

Trustees shoulder
huge responsibility
for Hanham
Dear Editor
Having attended the recent Hanham
Abbots Parish Council meeting at which
the
Colliers'
presentation
on
development of Hanham Hills and the
Hanham Cricket Ground (Hanham
Community Centre Sports Ground) was
made, I feel that I need to comment.
This is a badly thought-through proposal
that does nothing to benefit Hanham but
much to increase the bank balances of
the landowners concerned. In many
ways, the proposal hinges on the
decisions taken by the trustees of
Hanham Community Centre and I
would urge them to consider the reason

why the community centre was
established and the aims and aspirations
of those early trustees.
I say this as the son of a former trustee
who always took his role very seriously
and was always aware that the decisions
he was taking had consequences not
only for the community centre but also
for the people of Hanham in general. I
fail to see how the development of
Hanham Hills can be in the best interest
of Hanham residents and it is that
decision that rests with the current
trustees as their support of Colliers
“vision” is key for it to ever reach
fruition.
In terms of the presentation by Colliers,
it left many questions unanswered and
was important for those things it did not
say. There was no mention of the tennis
club situated at the sports ground. I
assume the trustees would ensure that
provision for them was made at the new
ground? If the tennis club are at the new
ground, then one assumes that they
would have at least as good facilities as
they have now, including floodlights? If
the tennis club have floodlights, then the
natural progression is for any football
club based at the new ground to also
have floodlights if the precedence is
already set by tennis?
With four football pitches, a cricket
pitch and tennis all being played
simultaneously (the football and cricket
seasons do overlap by a considerable
margin) there would be a need for 12
dressing rooms, not including match
official facilities. The pavilion shown by
Colliers did not appear that big,
especially when you also need a bar
area, function rooms as well as
accommodation for mowers, rollers and
other machinery. Would it be a two-

storey building? With over 150 people
playing sport at this complex, plus
spectators, there would be a need for a
considerable car park and this takes no
account of any private parties that may
be held on the same day in the bar /
function rooms. There did not appear to
be any car park of any real note in the
presentation by Colliers.
As already noted a lot rests on the
trustees of Hanham Community Centre
and I can only hope that they recognise
their responsibilities and that they make
their views clear to the residents of
Hanham at the earliest possible
opportunity.
Simon Hale

No need for Green
Belt development
Dear Editor
So once again the spectre of house
building on the Green Belt at Hanham
Hills raises its ugly head.
There is no need to build on any Green
Belt land in Hanham or indeed more
widely in South Gloucestershire. There
has been recent building on the site of
the former Hanham Hall Hospital and to
the south of this at the junction of
Whittucks Road and Abbots Road. The
site of the former Kleeneze factory in
Hanham is available for development
and the former House of Faith recreation
field at Greenbank Road has been sold
to developers and will no doubt
accommodate several dozen new
houses. Development is currently taking
place on the lower slopes of Hanham
Hills adjacent to the A431 in Longwell
Green.
More widely in South Gloucestershire
there is currently a large housing scheme

Write to us
Please e-mail letters
to
admin@theweekin.co.uk
or post to:
The Week In
8 Temple Court
Keynsham
Bristol
BS31 1HA
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LETTERS

Hanham Hills

at Lyde Green, the former airfield at
Filton is available for several thousand
houses and there is already a large
development of houses to the immediate
north of this.
South of the River Avon the former
Cadbury site is under development and
south of Keynsham on Charlton Road a
large housing estate has been built. I am
sure your readers could identify many
more sites of which I am unaware.
It is my belief that the current campaign
to get Green Belt land released for
housing is driven by one motive PROFIT. Greenfield sites are cheaper to
develop as no remedial work is needed.
This is the fat cat developers seeking to
get even fatter, it should be resisted by
all residents of the area and their elected
representatives at all levels of
government.
Graham Jury
Hanham

A golden opportunity
for Hanham?
Dear Sir
If the trustees of Hanham Community
Centre plan to re-site the cricket club
further down Abbots Road, why don't
they go one step further and include
themselves?

Use the funds to build a state-of-the-art
facility that meets the needs of all users.
Involve all of them in the planning and
design and address the drainage issue
properly. Be bold and build a full size
4G sports pitch and a five-a-side pitch
(similar to Keynsham Town FC) which
would get massive support from local
sports clubs and ensure all-year-round
use.
If the funds are there, build some indoor
facilities. Many millions of pounds
would be generated from the sale of
community centre and cricket club land.
Use the opportunity to build facilities
for Hanham, not give excessive profits
to landowners, developers and builders.
Build on non-Green Belt land at
Hanham High Street and at the cricket
club. Do a deal with the landowner of
the available land in Abbots Road and
build a modest retirement village to the
east of the sports complex. Not perfect,
but maybe a solution that:
• Provides more of the right type of
housing.
• Encourages downsizing that frees up
family housing in Hanham. Give
priority to Hanham residents who want
to live in the retirement village.
• Keeps housing development on Green
Belt land to a minimum.
• Provides fantastic sports and
community facilities for the people of
Hanham and to its future generations.
• Releases Section106 funds that can be
used to boost local amenities. Access
to the sports complex from the ring
road might be possible to minimise
traffic in Abbots Road and Court Farm
Road.
Pie in the sky or a golden opportunity?
Name & address supplied

How to take on the
parking companies
Dear Sir
I would like to concur with your two
recent letters about parking companies
and parking 'fines'.
I have recently successfully brokered a
let-off from ParkingEye who control car
parking at the RUH in Bath, following
an A&E emergency in the middle of the
night. They wanted to charge me £80 for
parking in an otherwise empty car park
while I was in attendance to a serious
emergency.
Let's be clear about one thing - these
companies have no legal power to fine
anyone - and may not, fraudulently,
make their communications to people
look like fines. But they always do.
TV and radio personal finance guru
Martin Lewis points this out about
ParkingEye specifically, and others, on
his website and says that we should
never pay in the first instance. Their
'parking notices' are, at best, invoices,
and absolutely not fines. They have no
legal right to put a time limit on
payment.
In my case I began my protest at the
charge in a calm and reasoned way and
offered to pay the £2.80 I owed, but not
the £80. But at the same time I was
ready for the next round. As it turned out
there wasn't a next round because they
relented immediately - not even asking
for £2.80.
I was not so lucky in my previous
skirmish with another parking company,
controlling the car park for a wellknown local supermarket. There was a
second round, and a third, and a fourth.
In the end, I received an apology and a

food token for £50 from the said
supermarket after complaining to their
head office about the incompetence of
their car parking company.
But for the second round, one must
prepare. When the first letter is rejected,
the fight begins. The fight then has two
prongs of attack: the first is to ask for a
full explanation of their legal power to
charge people. I have never had any
direct and convincing answer to that
question from three different parking
companies. The next thing is to question
their only justification for charging
excessive amounts - that the driver has
read the signs and agreed to park under
their terms. You need a camera to
challenge this. And a photograph of
broken, defaced and non-existent signs.
I have never been unable to obtain such
a photograph, showing poorly
maintained, or obscured (by trees etc.)
car park signs that are in fact unreadable
for whatever reason.
With such a photograph to put their way,
you have won the battle. Equally, return
letters that do not answer properly the
questions you originally put will earn
you a victory in these wars - especially
if the car parking firm took you to court
privately - the only legal recourse that is
open to them. With patience and
persistence, you can be confident.
Name & address supplied

Bird-brained scheme?
Dear Sir
Whatever standard of building
contractor is it that does not know that
birds nest on top of buildings - one
employed by B&NES apparently!
Continued on page 12

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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LETTERS
I cannot believe that scaffolding and
temporary traffic lights have been in
place for two and a half months at the
Civic Centre car park in Keynsham (to
the inconvenience of local people) to put
right something that must be totally
apparent to 99.9% of the public and
something that should obviously have
been incorporated into this monstrosity
in the first place.
Incidentally why have we now got one
'gold' building and one 'chocolate'
building?
Julia Chandler

Support Citizens
Advice's vital work
Dear Sir
I am a volunteer adviser at the
independent local charity Citizens
Advice Bath & N E Somerset and want
to appeal for help from your readers as a
result of the reduction in funding
totalling over £100,000 for this and next
year due to local and national

government cutbacks.
There is a real danger that these budget
reductions will seriously impact the
excellent work done in helping local
people with problems such as benefits,
debt, housing, employment, etc.
Last year your local Citizens Advice
helped over 8,000 clients and gained
£4.8m for them in benefits and dealt
with £1.3m of debts. Almost half of our
clients are disabled or have long-term
health conditions, and an estimated 72%
are living in poverty.
Please help us to continue to help them
by becoming a Friend of your local
Citizens Advice and make a small
regular donation. The easiest way is to
go to the website www.citizensadvice
banes.org.uk and click on Donate.
Alternatively send a cheque to Citizens
Advice at 2 Edgar Buildings, Bath,
BA1 2EE. Thank you on behalf of those
who desperately need help.
Ray Buchanan
Saltford

Crossword

Make charity shops
pay fairer rates
Dear Sir
Surely it's about time the city council
started to consider a fairer rating system
for these so-called charity shops, many
of whom enjoy an 80% discount on
rateable value compared to what other
shopkeepers are charged.
That there are people who work purely
as volunteers for these charities, and do
so as demonstration of their Christian
beliefs, cannot be denied. Such people
are worthy of every applause. Other
people, however, appear not to be so
Christian or charitable, paid as they are
on executive level salaries and all the
perks of a high-flying job.
Any charity that can afford to pay such
executive top level salaries as some of
these charities pay their top people is a
charity who can afford to pay fairer shop
rates, particularly so when we are all
reminded how cash short this city
council is. If these charity shops are run

Praise for NHS staff
Dear Sir
I visited Keynsham Health Centre for
the first time this week and was very
impressed. The building was clearly
signposted inside and out. It was clean
and pleasant to enter, and the staff were
very helpful and friendly. I was seen on
time and left feeling optimistic. When
the healthcare situation is always being
criticised, it was good to find an
excellent health centre locally.
I would also like to congratulate The
Week In paper which I picked up at the
health centre. A very good newspaper
which I enjoyed reading, with
interesting news and clear print.
Pat Williams

Staple Hill

ACROSS
7 A writer (6)
8 Revoke a law (6)
9 Extremely (4)
10 When two nations compete militarily (4,4)
11 One of three (7)
13 Examine (5)
15 A state of contempt (5)
17 Belief in the existence of individual spirits (7)
20 Prevail in an argument (8)
21 An inland body of water (4)
23 Zig-zag race course (often in skiing) (6)
24 Provoke, urge on (6)
DOWN
1 A pain (4)
2 Rearrange a state of disorder (4,2)
3 Delayed (7)
4 US president (5)
5 A supernatural being (6)
6 Extensively used in supermarkets (3,5)
12 Intensify effort (8)
14 Confine (7)
16 Poorly (6)
18 A desire to harm others (6)
19 Diminutive race or species (5)
22 Traditional word for friends (4)
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by voluntary shop workers, labour costs
are negligible. The stock they carry is all
donated freely by members of the
public. This with an 80% discount on
rates. You do the maths!
Terence Lee

Open
day
Staple Hill's new youth
centre - The You
Foundation - will be
holding an open day on
Saturday 1st April from
noon to 2pm.
The centre is at the Old
School Campus on Page
Road.
People are invited along
to see the new purposebuilt centre, which
includes a music studio,
and see all the exciting
projects available for
young people, says youth
worker Rob Sharp.
There will be refreshments at the open day.
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Warmley
Whitchurch Village

Fete's 40th birthday
This year's Whitchurch Village Fete will be the 40th and
special celebrations are being planned.
The fete will be held in Greensmore Field over the August
Bank Holiday weekend, on Saturday 26th to Monday 28th
August.
At the fete on the Monday (28th) the organisers are hoping
to have 40 dogs in the dog show, and 40 raffle prizes
donated, and are planning a 40-metre dash for 40-year-olds
and a 40-feet fancy dress race for the children. They also
hope to get 40 giant or odd-shaped fruit and veg entries in
the flower show.
The aim is also to recruit 40 new volunteers to help over the
three days and get 40 stalls at the car boot sale on the
Sunday. An event to be confirmed is planned in the
marquee on the Saturday evening.
If you'd like to help over the fete weekend or have a stall on
the Monday, email Whitchurchvillagefete@hotmail.co.uk
for more information or phone Ashton on 01275 832148.

Last year's fete princesses Lucy & Phoebe

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Community sports
facilities can't be
used after July
Users of the community sports facilities on
the old Grange School & Sports College
campus have been given notice that they
won't be available after July.
The Grange has been a hub for local clubs,
groups and organisations, offering indoor
sporting facilities as well as six outdoor netball
courts, four of which are floodlit, a floodlit
Astro-pitch and grass football pitches.
Among those affected who will have to find
somewhere else are Warmley Rangers, who
train there, as well on the Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy playing fields in Oldland Common.
A
South
Gloucestershire
Council
spokesperson told us this week: “The Grange
School closed in July last year and while the
council is currently considering options for the
future use of the site, any plan will involve the
demolition of the remaining buildings which
are either out of date or beyond economic
repair.
“The demolition phase will start as soon as
possible after July 2017. This had been
planned to begin sooner, but the council have
agreed to grant an extension to the tenancy of
the nursery which occupies part of the school
buildings until the end of the summer term.
“Since the school closed, the community use
of sports facilities on the site has been
managed by the council. We have been content
to keep these facilities open while the site is
safe to use, however, we are now giving those
users a reasonable notice period that they will
not be available after July. Once demolition

starts, it will not be safe to use any part of the
site.
“While no decisions have been made on the
future use of the site, options currently being
considered do include keeping some
community sports facilities. Information about
viable options for the future will be made
public as part of consultation before any
decisions are made. Local people, community
groups and other interested parties, who are
particularly concerned with sports facilities,
will be encouraged to feed into this.”

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,
send us your
news
facebook.com/theweekin
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Where the speed
cameras are
Avon & Somerset police will be out and about with
mobile speed cameras at the following locations in our
area this week (commencing 20th March).
Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Coronation Avenue, Albert Road,
Queens Road and Rock Road; also on the A431 Kelston
Road and on Manor Road in Saltford.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Broomhill
Road, Allison Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in St
George on Nags Head Hill, Air Balloon Road, Bell Hill
Road/Two Mile Hill Road and Hillside Road; in
Stockwood on Sturminster Road and Stockwood Lane.

Sponsors sought
for new clubhouse
Warmley Rangers are appealing for
sponsors to help them get their new
clubhouse and changing rooms built.
They lease the site on the Sir Bernard Lovell
Academy playing fields (behind Redfield
Edge Primary School) in Oldland Common,
from the Wellsway Multi-Academy Trust.
Planning permission was granted two years
ago for the building, which will replace a large
metal storage container currently used by the
young players as their changing room.
The base of the new building is already down
and players and supporters gathered on it for
this group picture. Once complete it will house
changing rooms, a referees' room, toilets and a
kitchen, and will also be available for schools
to use.

It is very close to the new community and
youth building being built by Bitton Parish
Council behind Redfield Edge.
Warmley Rangers have already raised £41,000
from various events for their new building but
need between £70,000 and £80,000 in total to
complete the work. The club's next major
fundraiser will be the annual tournament on
Saturday 24th and Sunday 25th June.
If you can help the club, contact fundraiser and
Under 15s manager Nick Kenway on 0777 358
9111.
Warmley Rangers, who also train at the
Grange in Warmley, have 15 teams ranging
from Under 5s through to Under 18s. Find out
more at www.warmleyrangers.com

South Gloucestershire:
A431 Bath Road at Swineford; Court Farm Road in
Longwell Green; Abbots Road in Hanham; Court Road
in Kingswood; Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield; Tower
Road South and Tower Lane in Warmley; Parkwall Road
in Cadbury Heath; Barry Road, High Street and Mill
Lane in Oldland; on the Avon Ring Road near Junction
1 of the M32 and at Bromley Heath.

Keynsham & Saltford

Grave matter
Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford are hosting an event on behalf of an
organisation called Grave Talk. It provides an opportunity for people to talk about the big
issues of death, dying and funerals.
Aided by questions covering a number of key areas associated with death, people will be at
ease in a safe environment to share their thoughts and listen to others. The event is not suitable
for those newly bereaved, nor does it offer a counselling service.
There will be two opportunities to attend, both at St John's Church Hall in Keynsham on
Thursday 20th April from 10am to noon, or on Wednesday 14th June from 7pm to 9pm.
To book a place on either session email juneannel@talktalk.net or call 0117 9860097.
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First Bristol promotes
use of mobile tickets
First Bristol is currently running
a campaign to encourage more
customers to adopt its smart
phone mTicket app.
Boarding with mTicket is four times
quicker compared to buying tickets
from the driver, because no
transaction time is involved and no
paper tickets need to be issued. The
company says that if around half of
its customers paid via mTickets (or
Touch smart card for those without a
smart phone), it would significantly
improve punctuality and potentially
shave more than 10% from a typical
bus journey - meaning people
getting home quicker.
It's worth knowing that Bristol bus
fares are amongst the most
affordable in the country. An
independent benchmarking study of
bus fares across Great Britain
published in February showed that
almost 90% of the UK pays more
for a comparable journey than the
£1.50 for a Bristol Inner Zone adult
single on the company's mTicket

app. As of 2nd April, the on-bus
single tickets increase by 30 pence,
but the inner zone single will still be
well below the national average of

£2.23. On the same date the
company will also merge its Bristol
and Bath outer zones, which means
that passengers with an outer zone

ticket can travel much further on the
same ticket.
Find out more at
www.beattherise.co.uk

Here are a few things you probably didn't know about your local bus company:

Recruitment drive
The bus company is actively investing in its Bath operations and growing its bus network. As
a result, the company has vacancies and is actively recruiting bus drivers to cope with the
expansion. Applicants should visit https://uk.firstgroupcareers.com/ and look for vacancies in
Bath. Andrew Sherrington, general manager for Bath, Wells and Weston-super-Mare said:
“We're looking for people with great people skills. If you have the drive, we have the bus!”
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Safer Journey cards
To help people who have certain needs, particularly those with hidden
disabilities, First Bristol created cards which allow passengers to discreetly
communicate a specific message to the driver. Available from the Bristol
bus station or from its website for free, these Safe Journey cards or Better
Journey cards have pre-printed wording such as 'Please speak slowly, I am
hard of hearing', 'Please be patient, I have a hidden disability', or 'Please
tell me when we reach my destination'. There are also sections where the
customer can write his/her own message to the driver.
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Greening the fleet
In September 2014 James Freeman
became MD of First Bristol & West of
England. Shortly after his arrival he
brought the Bio-Methane powered 'poo
bus' in 2015 to Bristol in time for the
Green Capital year, followed a year
later by virtual electric hybrid buses. In
the past two years the company spent
approximately £25 million to turn a

quarter of its Bristol fleet into brand
new environmentally friendly buses,
and is the only bus company in Bristol
that invests in low-carbon double
decker buses. It now operates 100
buses that produce 95% less oxides of
nitrogen emissions, and as a result will
help improve air quality along the
routes, and more of these cleaner buses

School bus
When buses are coming to the end of their life, a bus company either sells them
second hand or for scrap. At First, the company has found another purpose for
them: Engineers remove the engine and hydraulic parts, paint the outside,
reorganise the interior by taking seats out and putting some tables in and recover
remaining seats with new vinyl. The buses are then donated as static buses to
primary schools, where they are used as libraries, games area, class rooms or staff
rooms. The company has done about six of these school projects across Bristol
and the wider West of England area, and one of the buses even got a second lease
of life as a complete sensory environment for a special needs school. Christ
Church Primary School Hanham is also home to one of these static school buses,
and children can use the
bus as a reading area.
Selling buses on is
quick
and
easy;
refurbishing them for
use by primary schools
takes time, effort and
costs money - but it's all
worth it, because the
kids love them.
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are on the way!
James started his 42-year spanning
career in the bus industry, right here in
Bristol as a grade 1b clerk way back in
April 1975. He didn't become a bus
man by accident; when at school he

was asked what he wanted to be when
he grew up, he answered: "I want to
run a bus company". One phone call
from the school's careers advisor to the
National Bus Company was all it took.

Advertising Feature
17

SITUATIONS VACANT

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Vacancy
to fill?
Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.
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Ride out for charity
Bristol will vibrate with the roar of Harleys, Triumphs and Yamahas when the
Great Western Air Ambulance Charity's Ride4Life returns to the city this
summer.
Bikers will have the chance to join hundreds of others on a ride to support the
charity on Sunday 9th July. The event aims to promote safe riding, as well as
raising money for GWAAC's lifesaving work.
Starting and finishing at Clifton Rugby Club it will take in the sights of Bristol
from two wheels and the event will culminate with an afternoon of trade stands,
live music and refreshments at the rugby club.
This is the second year that the charity has hosted this event, with the first one
last year attracting around 300 riders.
GWAAC head of fundraising and marketing Emma Carter said: “We are really
excited about this year's Ride4Life. This year the route is longer, and the festival
is bigger and better. It promises to be a fun day out, whether you are a biker, or
just want to come along to the festival.”
You can register to take part for £10 by visiting www.ride4gwaac.com.
All the money raised from the event will go towards keeping the helicopter
flying, meaning more lives are saved across Bristol, Bath and North East
Somerset, North Somerset, Gloucestershire, South Gloucestershire, and parts of
Wiltshire.
It costs £2.6m a year to stay operational, and GWAAC receives no day-to-day
funding from the Government or National Lottery. It relies on the public's
generosity to continue to fly.

Bitton

Concert at St Mary's
There will be a Musical Extravaganza at St Mary's Church this Saturday (25th
March) at 2.30pm.
The Bitton Community Choir will be performing as will tenor Douglas Watts,
flautists Jenny Harris and Liz Wilson, pianists Natalie Morton and Olivia
Roberts, and Laura Collins on the clarinet.
Tea and cakes will be served afterwards. Donations to church funds are
invited.
The Week in • Wednesday 22nd March 2017
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'I'll make our region even
In the second in our series looking at the candidates standing to be the first West of England Mayor, Becky Feather meets Conservative
Tim Bowles
Tim Bowles says he was
“very humbled” in the vote
of confidence of his party to
choose him as their
candidate for West of
England Mayor.
He dislikes the term 'Metro
Mayor', however, saying it
causes confusion (some
people think it's to do with the
new MetroBus). He says
people
also
think
“metropolis”, when in fact the
candidate who polls the most
votes on 4th May will end up
chairing a huge region
stretching from the Mendips
up to the edge of the
Cotswolds and across to the

Tim Bowles
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Severn.
Bowles, who's president of
Bristol
and
South
Gloucestershire Conservative
Association, has spent his life
in the region and says he is
passionate about it. He grew
up in the Mendips, has lived
and worked in Bristol, and
now lives and works in South
Gloucestershire. He says he
wants to use his skills,
experience and determination
to make what is already the
second most successful
region in the country even
better.
A new business manager for
RTH, a leading exhibition and

On the campaign trail with Communities Secretary Sajid Javid
& Bath MP Ben Howlett

event design, build and
project management agency
based at Westerleigh Business
Park, he has also been a
Winterbourne councillor on
South
Gloucestershire
Council since 2011. He
serves on the Policy &
Resources Committee and is
a member of the senior
leadership team of the
controlling
Conservative
group. It has been suggested
that his candidacy is a shrewd
move aimed at galvanising
traditional Conservative votes
in the areas surrounding
Bristol.
We meet at the Swan pub at
Nibley, the day after hospital
leader and businessman John
Savage became the sixth
candidate to throw his hat
into the ring. Savage is
standing as an Independent
although stood for Labour in
the Avon & Somerset Police
& Crime Commissioner
elections in 2012, coming
third.
Bowles says he is respectful
of all the candidates and
voters. He took part in the
first hustings (on LGBT

issues) the day after we met
and there is another tonight
on the economy at KPMG's
offices in Bristol. I point out
Lib Dem candidate Stephen
Williams' claim in The Week
In last week that he will be a
“puppet” for the Tory leaders
of South Gloucestershire and
B&NES councils. “I don't
know Mr Williams,” he says.
“He is not qualified to talk
about me personally. I am
nobody's puppet.” Williams
also called him “Brexitbacking”. Bowles says he
voted to Remain but that the
country voted to leave and
“we are where we are”.
Tim Bowles says the
devolution deal, which will
give the West of England
significant new powers over
improved transport, planning,
skills and employment and
control
of
a
£900m
investment fund over 30
years to boost economic
growth, is “a very generous
settlement”. The value per
head, he says, is the highest in
the country in terms of
devolved government.
He sees the role of Mayor as

driving the economy and his
initial priorities include
producing a clear strategy to
boost economic growth and
prosperity
for
locals,
developing
long-term
solutions for the region's
transport and housing needs,
attracting new businesses and
supporting existing ones to
provide
opportunities
throughout the region and
improving higher education.
The West of England is a net
contributor to the UK
economy and he says the
nation will see a return on
investment.
His
Government
has
postponed rail electrification
from Bath to Bristol, perhaps
indefinitely, as Transport
Secretary
Christopher
Grayling has said the new
hybrid trains being rolled out
this year by Great Western
Railway could deliver almost
the same service without
electrification. Bowles is
clear that electrification needs
to happen and if he becomes
Mayor, will be pressing for it
to be brought back on track.
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better'
We also talk about the
prospect of a Saltford bypass,
another
controversial
transport issue for Week In
readers. Although there are no
firm plans, a bypass is one of
a
number
of
traffic
congestion
mitigation
measures being talked about
as part of the Joint Transport
Plan drawn up by Bristol,
Bath & North East Somerset,
South Gloucestershire and
North Somerset (the latter has
opted not be part of the
devolution deal). Bowles says
he is “open to discussion”
about a bypass as something
needs to be done to tackle the
congestion on the A4.
In terms of housebuilding, he
says he will always prioritise
urban areas and brownfield
sites that can sustain and
benefit
from
further

development - villages need
to be protected and any new
developments
must
strengthen
existing
communities.
Whereas Stephen Williams
told us last week that he
thinks the voters will focus
more on personal attributes,
rather than party politics, in
this election, Bowles believes
people will vote along party
lines. Both B&NES and
South Glos are Conservativecontrolled while Bristol has a
Labour
Mayor.
Three
Parliamentary constituencies
in the region have Labour
MPs (Bristol West, Bristol
South and Bristol East) while
the remaining six - Thornbury
& Yate, Filton & Bradley
Stoke, North East Somerset
and Bristol North and Bath are Tory.
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South Glos

Touring exhibition promotes heritage
South Gloucestershire Museums Group is launching a pop-up travelling exhibition to promote
local heritage.
As well as an introduction panel, there is a banner for Avon Valley Railway at Bitton, Frenchay
Village Museum, Kingswood Heritage Museum, Thornbury and District Museum, Yate and
District Heritage Centre, Acton Court, Winterbourne Medieval Barn, and Aerospace Bristol.
It is hoped this will also attract more inquiries and visitors to each museum and heritage site.
The exhibition will be at libraries in South Glos starting in Hanham from 3rd to 20th April. It will
be in Kingswood Library in September and in Cadbury Heath Library in October.

Brislington

Local history meetings
At Brislington Conservation and History Society's next meeting on Thursday 30th March, Bristol
local historian and author Michael Manson will give a talk entitled Vice and Virtue of Old Market
through the Ages.
He will look at this historic and well-known part of Bristol from medieval market place to Bristol's
gay quarter in the late 20th century. His book of the same title, written with Edson Burton, was
published in 2015. The society meets on the last Thursday of the month at St Cuthbert's Church
Crypt, Sandy Park Road, starting at 7.30pm.
At next month's meeting on 27th April Clifford White's talk - Behind the Scenes at the Antiques
Roadshow - will spill the beans on the stories behind the cameras on this popular BBC series
which began in 1979.
Find out more at http://brislingtonhistory.org.uk/ or call the secretary Lynda Harris on 0117
9713273 or email lharris469@btinternet.com
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St George

Honoured with Lord
Mayor's Medals
Last year the Friends of
Troopers
Hill
were
delighted when a member
of their committee and the
Chair of St George
Neighbourhood
Partner
ship, Rob Acton-Campbell,
was awarded a Lord
Mayor's Medal for his
volunteer work supporting
green spaces.
This year local dad Chris
Deane, nominated Rob's wife
Susan, chair of Friends of
Troopers Hill, for a Lord
Mayor's Medal. Two years
ago, Chris became so cross
with the poor play provision
on Troopers Hill Field that he
wrote to local MP Kerry
McCarthy. He also contacted
Friends of Troopers Hill for
their support.

Susan took the lead in
running public consultations
and finding the funding, with
support from Chris and other
local parents. Last October,
the new £80,000 play area
was officially opened.
Chris's nomination was
successful and yesterday
(Tuesday) Susan was due to
receive the Lord Mayor's
Medal at the Mansion House.
Rob and Susan are not the
only couple in Bristol to have
two Lord Mayor's Medals but
they are the first for St
George.
Troopers Hill won its own
award earlier this month at
the RHS South West in
Bloom Spring Seminar. In the
Parks and Open Spaces award
scheme for 2016/17, Troopers

Rob and Susan Acton-Campbell on Troopers Hill Local Nature Reserve
Picture by Nigel Williams of Black Iris Images

Hill was awarded the highest
level of five stars. Part of the
feedback from the judge to
Friends of Troopers Hill read:
“The maintenance work and
the management of the nature
area was outstanding, very
professionally organised by
working to a 12-year
management plan. You have

managed to preserve and
enhance
the
natural
environment.”
Susan said: “The awards to
me and Troopers Hill are all
due to the contributions of a
lot of people, not just the
Friends of Troopers Hill.
This ranges from the day-today work carried out by

Bristol City Council's parks
team to the casual visitor who
picks up and bins someone
else's litter. Achieving the
play area in Troopers Hill
Field owed a lot to the lead
team of parents and all those
who
replied
to
the
consultations.”

Other medal winners
from our area
Other people in the east Bristol area who were picking up Lord Mayor's Medals included Gill
Flower, from St George, whose work as founder of the Bristol Community Friendship Club we
featured in Issue 464.
Gill also regularly spends her Saturdays cooking for the homeless and has dedicated a huge
amount of time fundraising time and tackling homelessness in her local area.
Another winner was Trevor Ball, who lives next door to St George Park and has repainted and
repaired many of the park benches and planted thousands of shrubs and flowers as a member of
the park's Friends group and led and supported numerous campaigns and initiatives. He has also
worked with volunteers from St George in Bloom to brighten up the area.
Iain George was receiving a medal for the enormous amount of time he has given to the people of
Bristol whilst volunteering with St John Ambulance at festivals and the Night Shelter working
Christmas night every year since he joined the charity. He is the Brislington unit manager and
gives over 350 hours per year to charity.
And Amy Harrison was being recognised for her work establishing the Friends of Brook Street
Park Group in Redfield, transforming her local park from an area that had street drinking and antisocial behaviour into a safe, well used play area.
She was also instrumental in establishing the new Redfield Educate Together Primary Academy
and is on the board of governors.
22
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School crossing patrol officers wanted
A recruitment campaign is
under way for new school
crossing patrol officers better known as 'lollipop'
men
and
women
throughout
South
Gloucestershire.
There are currently 41 school
crossing patrol sites across
South Gloucestershire and 10
vacancies to fill. These are
paid posts and patrol times
vary at different schools but
are generally for half an hour
in
the
morning
(approximately 8.30am to
9am) and half an hour in the
afternoon
(approximately
3pm to 3.30pm) during term
time.
No formal qualifications or
experience are required as
suitable applicants are trained
and a uniform provided.
Experience of working with
or being responsible for
children is desirable and
knowledge of the Highway
Code as a driver, cyclist or
pedestrian would be helpful.
Road safety officer Wendy
Dykes said: “We are asking
parents and other residents to
'spread the word' and
encourage anybody who
might be interested in the
posts to consider signing up.
“The main duty of a school

Volunteers
sought for
new animal
welfare shop

crossing patrol is to judge
when it is best to signal for
traffic to stop and to ensure
the safety of the people
wishing to cross. We also
look for our patrols to build
and maintain a good working
relationship with the children,
parents, drivers and the
schools that does not
compromise the safety or the
efficient
and
effective
operation of the site.”
Areas where there are
vacancies for school crossing
patrol officers are Longwell
Green Primary School and St
Barnabas CE Primary School
in North Common; Elm Park
Primary and St Michael's
Primary in Winterbourne;
Watermore
Primary
in
Frampton Cotterell; St John's
Mead CE Primary School in
Chipping Sodbury and North
Road Primary School, Yate;
Crossways Infants/Juniors
and Manorbrook Primary in
Thornbury and Almondsbury
CE Primary School.
Applications are welcome
from people of all ages. If you
feel that you fit this
description and would like to
help local children travel to
school safely and become a
vital part of the local
community contact the road
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Brislington

Volunteers are needed for a
new pop-up charity shop on
Brislington Hill.
Animals Asia is a welfare
charity with award-winning
sanctuaries in Chengdu in
China and Tam Dao in Vietnam
which house bears rescued
from the restrictions and torture
of the bear bile farming
industry. The aim is to begin a

Tracey Lush

retail arm to help support the
sanctuaries, adding to the well-

safety team for an informal
discussion or application
form. Appointment is subject
to references, DBS checks
and a medical. Contact 01454
863611.
Tracey Lush, who helps
children and their parents
cross busy Quakers Road
safely to get to Bromley
Heath Infant and Junior
schools, says the job is
rewarding.
“It is a really lovely start to
the day,” she said. “I do feel
as though I am making a
difference, making sure
children get to school safely,
and everyone is so grateful I
am here. It is also really

sociable and helps you get to
know people. I am a cheerful
person anyway, and that does
help, but you get what you
put in.”

established charity shop in

Mrs Lush already worked at
the school as a lunchtime
supervisor before becoming a
patrol officer and found the
hours tied in with that job and
her own three children.

volunteers with a strong animal

“I was doing the school run
here anyway,” she said. “I
don't think I realised how
suitable it was for me with the
hours fitting around the
children but it is ideal for me.

have been donated to make

“I absolutely love it. Even the
weather in the winter doesn't
put me off.”

about the charity's work at

Weston-super-Mare. There are
hopes of another full-time store
in either Bristol or Exeter.
The charity is looking for
welfare ethos and a few hours a
week to help out in the pop-up
store. The charity is also
looking for aspiring models
and designers to work with
wedding and prom dresses that
them ready for auction or sale.
For more information, contact
Iain Mills on 0773 629 2556 or
email imills@animalsasia.org
.uk. You can find out more
https://www.animalsasia.org/uk
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South Glos

Community award-winners announced
Nearly 30 unsung heroes
and their families attended
an awards ceremony which
recognises and celebrates
the contribution local
unpaid volunteers make to
life
in
South
Gloucestershire.

The South Gloucestershire
Chair's Community Awards
presentation was held at
South Gloucestershire &
Stroud College's WISE
Campus in Stoke Gifford last
Thursday.
Chair Cllr Erica Williams

30 years' dedication to
Neighbourhood Watch

Great-grandfather Barry White, 78, was one of the unsung
heroes honoured with a South Gloucestershire Chair's
Community Award.
He has been a member of Chiphouse Neighbourhood
Watch in Kingswood for 30 years, and has chaired it for
about 20 years. His other community work has included
being a lay visitor at Staple Hill police station and part of
a local Community SpeedWatch team.
He was nominated by Rodway ward councillor Michael
Bell.
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attended along with the Lord
Lieutenant of Gloucestershire
Dame Janet Trotter and Vice
Lord Lieutenant Robert
Bernays, as well as group
chief executive and executive
principal
of
South
Gloucestershire & Stroud
College Kevin Hamblin and
principal and deputy chief
Sara-Jane Watkins.
Throughout the evening
award-winners from across
South Gloucestershire and
from a wide variety of
backgrounds were presented
with their certificates by Cllr

Erica Williams and Sara-Jane
Watkins. The final round was
the Lord Lieutenant's Special
Award, which saw Dame
Janet Trotter and Robert
Bernays present £100 to
young people Diya Barot and
George Beaven for their work
as mentors and anti-hate
crime ambassadors.
Cllr Williams said: “These
awards are a small way of
recognising the effort and
tireless
service
which
volunteers provide for their
local communities, and to say
thank you to just some of
them for continuing to make
South Gloucestershire a great

place to live and work.
Choosing
from
the
nominations for this event has
been a heart-warming and yet
difficult task. All the
nominees were clearly highly
respected and admired for
their commitment and hard
work.”
As well as individual awards,
there were group awards for
Kingswood
Community
Transport,
South
Gloucestershire Breastfeeding Peer Support Group, the
Freewheelers
Emergency
Voluntary Service, Men in
Sheds and Wapley Bushes
Conservation Group.
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Whitchurch

HorseWorld
mourns the loss of
former police horse
Staff and volunteers at HorseWorld are mourning the loss of
a retired police horse which served many years with Avon &
Somerset police before retiring with the charity three years
ago.
“On Monday 13th March, we had to say goodbye to our
beloved Beaufort,” said equine yard manager Sarah
Hollister. “He'd had on-going foot problems for some time
and despite the very best veterinary care, we were no longer
able to keep him pain free.
“At 17.2 hands, Beaufort was a gentle giant and will be
greatly missed by staff, volunteers and visitors.”

The Civic Centre car park

Keynsham

Short-stay car parking explained
Parking in Ashton Way Car Park has been the
subject of letters to the editor and increasing
calls to our office over the last few weeks. No
doubt the creation of the new bus bay on
Ashton Way, leading to the removal of some
spaces has also played its part.
One area where there has been confusion is the
designated 30-minutes free bays - the green
bays. One bemused caller told us last week
that he found two vehicles parked in green
bays, one with a 4-hour ticket, the other with a
council permit. When he asked advice from a
passing warden he was told, incorrectly, that
the council permit allows parking in any car
park.
Any vehicle can in fact be parked in the free
bays on Ashton Way without the need for a

ticket. The time limit is 30 minutes, regardless
of what is or is not displayed in the car
windscreen. In the Labbott free car park
however, all vehicles must display a ticket
obtained from the machine.
Parking permits can now only be used in Bath
Hill East, Fox and Hounds, The Park (behind
St John's Church) and the Labbott long term
car parks. They are not valid in the Civic
Centre or Ashton Way car parks. Earlier this
year we reported that permit holders were no
longer able to use the Civic Centre Car Park so
that more spaces would be available for
shoppers. We also understand that council
employees who hold permits have all been
sent letters from B&NES regarding the
parking arrangements.

Keynsham
Keynsham

Pétanque Club spring clean
Members of Keynsham's Ship Inn Pétanque Club took
advantage of some fine weather to spruce up the playing
areas which overlook Keynsham Park. Fresh gravel and
paint have made the area as good as new.
The club has 45 members who all take part in an internal
league. Many play in regional competitions and some go on
to play in national competitions.
This year is the club's 20th anniversary and celebrations are
being planned.

Free
day out
The Community Health
And
Involvement
Network (CHAIN) is
organising a free fun day
out on Tuesday 28th
March for people to find
out more about what is
going
on
in
the
Keynsham community.
It is a chance to meet and
socialise with others and
there will be free
transport, free lunch and
free entertainment.
Book your place by
contacting Keynsham &
District Dial-a-Ride on
01225 395321.
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Keynsham

'Improvements
still needed at
care home'
Treetops care home in St Clements Road,
run by Shaw healthcare, has been told it is
still in need of improvement.
The Care Quality Commission has published
its report this month following an
unannounced inspection in January of the
home, which provides support for older people
living with dementia. At the time of the
inspection there were 22 people residents.
Inspectors found the service to be good for
caring but not adequately managed, and said
that in terms of being safe, effective and
responsive, improvement is required.
At the previous inspection in April 2016, the
CQC said that improvements were needed in
all five key areas. The provider sent the CQC
an action plan detailing how they were going
to make improvements but the majority of
these actions had not been taken, said the
inspectors in their latest report.
During their inspection earlier this year the
inspection team found five breaches of
regulation and have made a recommendation
in regards to people's fluid and nutrition and
about providing effective supervision to staff
members.

The report noted that Treetops had been
without a registered manager since March
2016. A newly appointed manager started in
December but was not yet registered with the
CQC.
The service was still said to be reliant on the
use of agency staff and non-permanent staff
did not always know people or the systems of
the service well. Staff did not always feel
valued in their role and were not always
supported effectively through regular
supervisions. Care plans were not always fully
completed, accurate, or consistent.
However, the CQC said the service was caring
and that people were supported by staff that
were kind and respectful.
This week a spokesperson for Shaw healthcare
said: “We acknowledge that there is room for
improvement and our new manager in post
will be working closely with all partners to
deliver a continuous plan of improvement.
“We were pleased to note that the inspection
report highlighted that our service was caring
and that people were supported by staff that
were kind and respectful, a comment mirrored
by visitors and relatives.”

Sudoku Solutions
1-Easy
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Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Crossword Solution

2-Hard
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Accountancy
Services

Appliances

Caravans

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Carpet Fitters

£20.00

Blinds

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Advertising

Dance Classes

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Carpet Cleaning

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18

Builders

6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13

Aerials
Chimney Sweep

52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Car Repairs

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Electrical

Events

Garden Services

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

£20.00

Fencing

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20

Foot Care

2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
Guttering

All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Furniture Makers

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.
DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more

Hair & Beauty

Laundry Services

Plastering

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs

Painting
& Decorating

Home Help

£20.00

Plumbers

Logs

+ VAT
per insert
Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Pallets
Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

Home
Maintenance

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Man Who Can

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT
You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Physiotherapy

Locksmiths

Painting
& Decorating

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS
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Directory & What’s On
Plumbers

Storage

Waste Disposal

Windows & Doors

Book a series
of adverts
and save
even more
Our Directory is the
perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

An advert
like this costs
TVs

Window Cleaners

£20.00

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN

+ VAT

Domestic & Commercial
Window Cleaners

per insert

• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based
• from £4.75

0117 9159801
07530 864562

FAMILY
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Discounts are available
for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you
book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17

Bereavement

12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week
exc VAT

Skip Hire

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,
monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as
the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the
discount rate.

Venue Hire

THE WEEK IN
adverts
call
0117 986 0381
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Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to
larger sized adverts.

Call us now on

0117 986 0381
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