
A 'vision' for a garden village
with 105 homes on 48 acres of
the treasured Hanham Hills
plus a further 96 homes on
the Hanham Cricket Club

was outlined to a packed
meeting last Tuesday.
There was standing room only
at the presentation at Hanham
Hall to Hanham Abbots parish

councillors and more than 50
members of the public. Tom
Stanley, a director of Colliers
International, revealed the
“hypothetical” proposals that
would hinge on relocating the
cricket pitch and sports

facilities from the current
location on Abbots Road to the
Hills, around 600 metres away.
Hanham Community Centre
owns the sports ground. It is
not in the Green Belt but the
Hanham Hills are. Hanham

District Green Belt
Conservation Society says the
Green Belt in the area is
“sacrosanct” and objects
strongly to any threat.
Since the meeting, local MP
Chris Skidmore has met Green
Belt campaigners and is
organising a petition and the 

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
Stop Hanham Development
campaign group has sprung up
on Facebook.
Colliers have made
representations to the West of
England Joint Spatial Plan on
why the Green Belt protection
on the Hills should be removed
to help meet the region's need
to plug a huge shortfall of
houses.
They are acting on behalf of the
Green Belt site owner Mr F
Francis. Mr Stanley said
Colliers had not yet spoken to
the trustees of the community
centre but would be doing so.
Mr Stanley said if the land was
removed from the Green Belt,
Mr Francis would then hope to
find a developer. He

appreciated the site was
“sensitive” but said there
would be greater benefits with
the scheme than is normal
when Green Belt land is
released and Mr Francis would
want the remaining part of
Hanham Hills 'gifted' to a
public or community body for
perpetuity. 
The vision for the current
cricket club site is a mix of
apartments and townhouses,
and trees and hedges would be
retained. Mr Stanley said he
was aware of local flooding
issues.
Hanham Cricket Club
chairman Richard Davis told
the meeting that the club had
wanted to talk to Colliers but
had been blocked from doing
so by the trustees of the

community centre.
Cllr Kate Bell told the meeting
that there was a brownfield site
in the middle of Hanham (the
old Kleeneze site at Ansteys
Road) to be developed and was
applauded when she said

Hanham had taken enough
housing already and needed to
protect its green spaces.
Mr Stanley said that Colliers
were marketing the Kleeneze
site (last year Tesco abandoned
its plans for a superstore on the

site) and said it had not yet
been sold, although hinted
there was interest in part of it
for an extra care facility. (see
also story on page 4).
Kevin  Lawrence,  one  of  the 

Continued on page 4
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Continued from page 3
trustees of the community
centre, told The Week In that
they had been disappointed to
be invited at the last minute to
the public meeting where, as
a major stakeholder, they
were only able to observe. He
said: “I was pleased to see
such a high level of public
interest in the matter, though
this did mean the venue was
packed and I had to try and
listen from the corridor. I'm
not sure I learnt a great deal

from the presentation given
which at present seems
focused on the concept, with
little detail worked out.”
He added that on the positive
side, Cadence (Colliers' PR
firm) was making contact
with the trustees and there
was talk of a possible initial
meeting this week at which
the trustees hoped to get more
information.
After the meeting, Mr Stanley
told us that the document
submitted as part of the West

of England Joint Spatial Plan
consultation in January 2016
was a one-off report
commissioned from Colliers
by Mr Francis, and at the time
the landowner had a different
team working on his behalf to
manage the project.
Mr Stanley said formal
instruction for Colliers to
manage the project began last
November. He said: “The
instruction we now have,
from November 2016, is
more comprehensive and

includes ongoing work - for
example engagement with
key stakeholders and the
coordination/production of
additional material, such as
the vision document and
managing consultants.
“We became actively
involved in providing
ongoing advice to the
landowners and have
influenced the shaping of the
vision document.”
He said the housing numbers
proposed have significantly
reduced from that initial
document (down from 390 on
the Hills to 105 and down
from 130 to 96 at the cricket

club site.
Although the Hanham Hills
site is on Abbots Road, it is
described in the vision as
“Willsbridge”. Mr Stanley
said: “In terms of the project
title, we understand that the
naming convention is
confusing and this will
change to better reflect the
location.” He added that it
stemmed from the previous
consultancy team's working
title. This Friday (17th
March) is the date that
responses to the latest round
of consultation as part of the
Joint Spatial Plan are due to
be published. See also page 6.

Hanham 
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Firm secures its
future on site
Since the public meeting last week, it has been announced
that Kleeneze-Koti Ltd (Sealtech), a brush strip business
employing 40 people that is still based on part of the old
factory site in Hanham, has struck a deal to buy the premises
it has been renting.
Local MP Chris Skidmore said he was delighted about the
agreement with Tesco and said it would secure not only the
future of Kleeneze-Koti but also 40 local jobs. 
Following a “detailed review”, Tesco announced last
autumn that it would not be building the store and would be
putting the site up for sale. It bought the land back in 2003
and fought hard for years to secure planning permission for
a supermarket with over 200 parking spaces.
He told The Week In: “During my contact with Tesco over
the past few months I have continued to press the need to
ensure we have stability - we need a solution to Hanham
parking problems that will benefit businesses on Hanham
High Street as well as the wider community, a solution that
the original plans established with the free parking spaces
on the site.
“After years of uncertainty on this issue, I hope that the

remaining part of the site can be quickly sold with the
permission for the two-hour free parking spaces retained.”

A ‘vision’ for the cricket club site

        



6 The Week in • Wednesday 15th March 2017

Keynsham 

Town grants 2017

“Another 20,000
new homes will be
needed in the West
of England”

Keynsham Town Council will soon be receiving applications for grants from community groups. 
This year the council has up to £20,000 for general grants and a further £5,000 for arts grants to
assist charities, voluntary groups and public sector bodies which are based in the town and
provide benefits for Keynsham residents.
Grants range from £100 to £1,000 and last year some of the organisations which benefitted
ranged from the Friends of Manor Road Woodland to Fry's Netball Club and the Golden Oldies
singing groups.
Applications can be made from 3rd April to 5th May and more details are available from:  Dawn
Drury, deputy town clerk, at Keynsham Town Council, 15-17 Temple Street, Keynsham, BS31
1HF.
Call 0117 9868683 or email deputytownclerk@keynsham-tc.gov.uk

Leading planner Tom Stanley from Colliers
International, who is promoting the new
housing developments in Hanham,
predicted at last Tuesday's meeting that the
number of homes needed in our region over
the next 20 years will soar this summer from
105,000 to 125,000.
The original plan for 85,000 new homes in the
West of England was increased to 105,000 in
the draft of the Joint Spatial Plan (JSP) that
was the subject of public consultation at the
end of last year. 
That draft identified a shortfall of 39,000
houses but according to Mr Stanley that deficit
will reach 64,000 by the middle of this year. 
This Friday (17th March) responses to the
latest round of consultation are due to be
published.
An outspoken critic of the JSP, Mr Stanley
called the last draft “unsustainable”. Writing
for Colliers last October, he said new housing
was being proposed in “unsuitable locations
that would heighten congestion in the outer
limits of Bristol, put pressure on surrounding
towns and villages, and constrain future
growth unnecessarily”. 

He said development was proposed in
locations that did not have good access to
existing services, and would not be able to
utilise the huge investment in MetroBus.
He said the new garden village proposed at
Buckover, some 13 miles out of Bristol north
of Thornbury, was on a single-carriage A road
with no planned infrastructure improvements.

Tom Stanley 

Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Students visit the Large Hadron Collider
Students from IKB Academy in
Keynsham have visited CERN in
Switzerland, home of the Large
Hadron Collider - the biggest
machine in the world.
The group discovered how the world's
leading particle physics lab is helping
to answer fundamental questions
about the origins of the universe. 
The 18 students, who are all preparing
to sit A-levels in physics or
engineering in the summer, heard
about the scientific discoveries taking
place at CERN - including the
breakthrough confirmation of the
Higgs boson particle in 2012 - and
viewed the huge experimental
machines where the work is carried
out.  
CERN has about 100,000 visitors a
year and the IKB group were among
the small proportion of them given the
chance to go 100 metres underground
to see the CMS machine where the
particles collide. 
Debbie Gibbs, principal of IKB

Academy, which specialises in
preparing students to work in science
and engineering careers, said it had
been a privilege to view the scale of
the technical and engineering
challenges at CERN.  
Curtis Grainger, 17, from Longwell

Green, said the CERN scientists had
been very knowledgeable but it was
the sheer size of the place that had the
most impact: “I didn't expect it to be
that big. The whole thing was proper
cool.” 
Imogen McDermott, 18, from

Saltford, said: “It was really
interesting to see how what we are
learning in school is applied in real
life.
Talking to the professors at CERN has
really reignited my enthusiasm for
physics.” 

Some of the IKB students at CERN
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Police & Crime
Commissioner
outlines priorities for
cash-strapped force
At a public meeting in Kingswood last
Monday, Avon & Somerset's Police &
Crime Commissioner revealed how
the force is coping in the wake of
ongoing budget cuts.
Sue Mountstevens, whose role is a
bridge between residents and the police,
told the Community Engagement Forum
that the force is operating with 600 fewer
officers than it had in 2012 and is having
to find £20m more savings by 2020. 
She said the funding formula the force
receives from central Government is
“unfair” and one of the worst in the
country. “We are under the cosh,” she
said.
She said cuts are also affecting Avon Fire
& Rescue Service which is moving its
headquarters to the police HQ in
Portishead this summer; the two
organisations already work closely
together and will be sharing back office
staff to enable frontline staff to be kept.
Ms Mountstevens outlined the force's
four priorities - to protect the most
vulnerable from harm; strengthen and
improve local policing teams; ensure it
has the right people, right equipment and
right culture; and to work together
effectively with other police forces and
key partners to provide better services to
local people.
She said crime had changed over the last
two years, with serious sex crimes up by
180% and domestic violence up by 40%
while child sex exploitation has vastly
increased. With fewer officers, police are
having to make choices based on threat,
harm and risk. 
She also highlighted that 86% of the
police's work is non-crime related. For
example, 8,000 people are reported

missing in Avon & Somerset every year
(5,000 of them children) and 1,000 of
those who go missing have some form of
dementia while 3,000 are trying to self-
harm. Mental health problems play a
huge part in what the police deal with
and through partnership working, there
are now mental health professionals in
the call centre to ensure those vulnerable
people get the care they need, she
explained.
Ms Mountstevens also told the meeting
at the Park Centre that Her Majesty's
Inspectorate of Constabulary's PEEL
(Policing Effectiveness, Efficiency and
Legitimacy) report) had recently given
Avon & Somerset an improved grading
of 'good'. The report recognises the
significant progress the force has made
in the year since the last inspection.

Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

Sue Mountstevens
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 19th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
4

3 7
1 6 5

5 8 3 7
1 4 7

9
1 2 5
6 4 3 9

4

6 4 7
8 5 9

3 1 5
7 3 8

5
7 5 3 2

9 2 7

3 7 1

Grandparents saddle up for
charity bike ride to Paris
A grandfather from
Kingswood and a grand-
mother from Keynsham are
preparing for a charity bike
ride to Paris.
Terry Welch and his friend and
fellow keep fit enthusiast
Vanessa Hawkins will be
taking part in the annual
London to Paris Bike Ride
from 19th to 23rd July. They
each hope to raise £2,000 for
the Kingswood-based Jessie
May Trust which provides
hospice at home services for
terminally ill children in South
Gloucestershire, Bath and East
North Somerset, Bristol,
Wiltshire and North Somerset.
Both Terry and Vanessa are
members of Bitton Road
Runners and took part in the
Bath Half Marathon at the
weekend to raise funds for the
charity, as did Vanessa's
daughter Lucy and her husband
Anthony.
Terry said: “I have had a
passion for running for many
years, I have taken part in 12
marathons, several ultra-
marathons, over 50 half-

marathons and many hundreds
of shorter races. 
“I started running 14 years ago,
when my wife was diagnosed
with kidney failure. After many
tests, I was confirmed as a
match to donate my kidney; it
was at that point that that my
passion for running and getting
fit began. I have raised money
for Kidney Research over the
years and donated hundreds of
pounds to other worthy causes.
“At the age of 68 I feel my
marathon days are numbered so
I have recently started cycling
to keep up my fitness. In the
last couple of years, I have
completed several Bristol to
London rides.
“This London to Paris
challenge is over four days and
will cover over 300 miles,
travelling through six towns
and cities along the way.”
He continued: “I have chosen
to raise money for the Jessie
May charity because having
been blessed with two
wonderful sons and four
gorgeous grandchildren, I
realise how lucky I am that

they are all healthy and live
happy lives. Many families are
not so fortunate. 
“Jessie May is a local charity
who work tirelessly to provide
nursing care at home for
children and young people with
life-limiting conditions. They
are almost entirely funded by
donations and fundraisers, so I
would love to become a part of
their work and success.”
Vanessa has also run marathons
and ultra-marathons and has
cycled from Bath to London
three times. “So when my
friend Terry asked me if I
fancied cycling 308 miles from
London to Paris, I just couldn't
resist,” she said. 
“I have three amazing
daughters and three beautiful
grandchildren and I am so
grateful that my family are
healthy and happy but just
imagine those families that are
less fortunate and desperately
need the support and help of
the amazing people at Jessie
May.
“So please donate anything you
can to help this small charity

make a huge difference to
people's lives.”
To donate go to JustGiving and
search for 'Terry's Cycle from
London to Paris for Jessie May'

and 'Vanessa's London to Paris
Cycle'.
You can find out more about
the charity at
http://www.jessiemay.org.uk/

Put your brain to the test
Churches Together in Keynsham & Saltford are organising
a Christian Aid quiz at the Royal British Legion at Charlton
Road on Friday 31st March at 7.30pm.
The quiz costs £3 a head to enter and everyone is welcome.
There will be cash prizes and a raffle.

Vanessa and Terry

               



Praise for Kingswood
Health Centre 
Dear Sir
My reason for writing this is because
with all the negative issues
surrounding GPs and their surgeries,
my experience confirms there are
excellent practices out there.
The weekend before last, I developed
a health issue which required urgent
attention. I phoned Kingswood Health
Centre at 8.30am on the Monday and
was sat in front of a Dr Kitson at
10.20am.
By 11.30am I had been given a
prescription for antibiotics, seen a
nurse to have a blood test and seen by
another nurse to have a dressing put
on my foot. 
My continuing daily follow-up visits
have been dealt with speedily and
efficiently by caring operatives who
keep me informed of all developments
with my treatments. 
I would like to say thank you to all
staff who deserve the highest praise
for their care and professionalism in
what are challenging times. 
Roger Davidge
Kingswood

Seeking help for TV
reception problems
Dear Editor
I write in connection with your article
in Issue 464 and the story on page 8
regarding the very generous act by the
Aerial Man. 
We have had issues with our TV

reception and there has also recently
been a new giant white pole mounted
in the grounds of our local pub. I
thought this was a coincidence until I
read your article; as our local news
provider, could you shed light on
these changes or point your readers in
the right direction of a solid source of
information. 
On another issue, your article
mentions the problems in Keynsham
where caused by G4 mobile phone
coverage. I think you meant 4G!
Mr Gaines
Editor's note: Whoops, thanks for
pointing that out! Readers may be
interested to know that at800 was set
up under Government direction to
support households suffering from 4G
related Freeview interference. Call
at800 on 0808 13 13 800 or visit
https://at800.tv/

Traffic lights blight
the flow of traffic
Dear Sir
Well done to 'A Keynsham resident' in
Issue 464 for highlighting the
unnecessary use of traffic lights. Last
Wednesday the lights were out at the
Lyde Green roundabout on the ring
road - it was great. Traffic flowed
freely from all four directions instead
of the usual stationary traffic adding
extra pollution to the area. Sadly, they
were back in operation on Thursday,
creating unnecessary queues on three
of the entry points. 
The Mangotsfield roundabout is

another on the ring road where the
normal 'give way to the right' rules
used to work perfectly well which is
now blighted with queues of
stationary traffic in both directions on
the ring road because of the
unnecessary traffic lights. 
Unfortunately, all three of our local
councils exhibit only one aspect of
traffic management and that is how to
slow it down!  No thought is ever
given to improving traffic flow, even
though it's a fact that most traffic
pollution is caused by queueing or
slow moving vehicles. 
Graham
Longwell Green

How to report an
abandoned trolley
Dear Sir
Re the letter in Issue 464 about
abandoned trolleys in Emersons
Green and Lyde Green, we in the
Longwell Green area also have a
trolley problem but the parish council
passed on the number for Trolleywise
(which deals with abandoned trolleys)
which has helped.
Try calling or text to 0777 553 1052
with the trolley's location.
L Lovell

Closed minds?
Dear Sir
In a letter from Cllr Simmons last
week about the Keynsham one-way
trial, he says that highways staff have
advised that closing the High Street

completely would cause traffic chaos.
But they are going ahead with a one-
way system that retains two-way
traffic along Ashton Way. So where's
the problem in closing the High Street
completely? Or more to the point,
what is it meant to achieve by
restricting it to one-way traffic plus
bicycles travelling in the opposite
direction?
Are we expected to believe that if the
'trial' is deemed not to work, we will
then think up another one for full
closure but not before then? 
I am not sure if residents have ever
been asked whether they would like to
choose a one-way system or a full
closure to trial. Instead we have this
plan which has been doing the rounds
for a number of years.  Let's hope it is
indeed a success for if it isn't, I'm sure
you won't be able to find anyone to
put their hand up and say it was their
idea.
G Jones

Thanks for returning
my wallet
Dear Sir
I would like to say thanks to the
unknown person who returned my
wallet to my house on Saturday 11th
March. 
Dave 
Kingswood 
0778 790 0519
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LETTERS

Write to us
Please e-mail letters

to
admin@theweekin.co.uk

or post to:
The Week In

8 Temple Court
Keynsham

Bristol
BS31 1HA
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Whitchurch 

Book sale
Whitchurch United
Reformed Church will be
holding a sale of many good
quality second-hand books
on Monday 21st March
between 2pm and 4pm.  

There will be tea/coffee and
home-made cakes available
(for a small donation) while
you browse the selection of
hard and paperback books
which include novels,
reference and children's
books. There will also be a
small selection of jigsaws. 

Books will cost 50p or £1
and the proceeds will go
towards the cost of flower
arrangements to be on
display during the church's
150th anniversary cele-
bration weekend of 20th and
21st May. More details will
be available nearer the date. 

The church is on the main
road next to the village
school. 

Downend 

Passion
play
A musical theatre
production of the Easter
events will be performed at
Christ Church on Friday 7th
April.

Lamps theatre company's
The Passion follows the life,
death and resurrection of
Jesus.

Tickets are £7.50 for adults,
£6 for concessions or £20
for a family of up to five
people. They are available
from the parish office from
9.30am to noon or online at
www.christchurchdownend.
com/events/

Doors open 7pm and the
performance starts at
7.30pm. There will be an
interval and refreshments.

Desperate father's protest
over mental health delays
South Gloucestershire Council's Health
Scrutiny Committee was presented with
a stark example of the state of children's
mental health provision in the district
when it met last week.
Rob West, from Hanham, used the
opportunity for submissions from the
public at its latest meeting to describe the
problems he was encountering in trying to
get help for his eight-year-old son who has
autism. 
Concerned at a sudden deterioration in his
condition, Mr West sought help from his
GP who referred him directly to the
Community Children's Health Partnership
in Kingswood. After three weeks of waiting
for call-backs that didn't happen, he went in
person to the hub, only to be given an
appointment with one of the two
paediatricians covering the area for seven
weeks' time. Meanwhile, his son had been
excluded from school and was self-
harming while his relationship with his
siblings was also causing concerns.
“If my son had broken his leg, he would
have gone to A&E and been treated
immediately,” Mr West told councillors.
“The mental health of children should be a
priority, not an excuse to pass the buck.”
The Health Scrutiny meeting took place at
the end of what had turned out to be a busy
day for Rob West, one where he discovered
that direct action was at least having an
effect. Starting with a visit to MP Chris
Skidmore's office in Hanham, he then went
on to the CCHP hub in Park Road armed
with a placard and petition for visitors to
sign. After an hour's silent protest, he was
not only seen by a paediatrician but given
assistance with his son's return to school

protocol and a slightly shorter wait to see a
specialist (five weeks). 
During his time there, he also discovered
he was not alone in his frustration, with
other families coming and sharing similar
problems with children's mental health
treatment.
Later in the week, Mr West and his wife
were also able to meet Mr Skidmore who
called Sirona Health, which runs the
CCHP, on his behalf to try to arrange an
emergency appointment.
But for Rob West and his family, the
problem still remains about just how to
navigate a path through the different
agencies and the constant defence of lack

of resources which he has been
encountering.
“No individual is to blame but there is a
general lack of communication between
agencies” he told The Week In.
“I am fortunate that I now know my way
around the system and have the family
support so I can devote time to this. But not
everyone is the same and I wonder how a
single parent, for example, would ever
have the time to do what I have done.
“I am grateful for everything that has been
done for our son over the last few days, but
really, I shouldn't have had to have done
what I have to get this far.”

Joe in the centre at the back

Rob West

              



An extra CCTV camera is
being installed at the retail
site near Emersons Green
Library and hall to help
tackle anti-social behaviour
in the area.
South Gloucestershire
Council's ASB officer Bob
Evely has updated people
who attended the recent
Downend, Bromley Heath &
Emersons Green Community
Engagement Forum at which
problems with youths
behaving in a rowdy and
intimidating way were
discussed.
Mr Evely said a problem-
solving plan was up and
running including extra
officers being drafted in and
the use of dispersal powers
when required.

He said that that over 40
young people have had
warning letters sent to their
parents. Three Acceptable
Behaviour Contracts have
been completed and two
others have been referred to
the council's anti-social
behaviour panel for ongoing
work. Refusal to sign or
breaching a contract can be
used as evidence for further
sanctions.
He said he hoped the extra
CCTV camera would provide
residents with some
additional reassurance, as
well as supporting the police
patrols and help in the
gathering of intelligence
about those involved. It will
remain in place for three
months.

Mr Evely said he would be
organising and chairing a
meeting of available youth
services to look at provision
and gaps when considering
opportunities for young
people to be involved in
positive activities.
And he said he was pleased
that some of the work
completed by the ASB team
and the police may already be
having an effect as there were
no calls about ASB in the
Emersons Green and
Mangotsfield area over the
weekend of 4th and 5th
March “but it is recognised as
still being early in tackling
the issue and we would
encourage residents to report
any incidents they may see.”
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Crossword ACROSS
7 A choice (6)
8 Scarce (6)
9 Give a verbal account (4)
10 A manual or a name of a computer file (8)
11 Sleep (4-3)
13 Fool (5)
15 Brown earth containing oxides (5)
17 Go in again (2-5)
20 Secretive practice, witchcraft (5,3)
21 Tidy (4)
23 A perfect place (6)
24 Arouse (6)

DOWN
1 Recess in a church building (4)
2 Grain ofetn used for animal feed (6)
3 Lengthwise (7)
4 Self-satisfied smile (5)
5 Not for overnight use in hospital or a hotel (3,3)
6Liquid coating to protect wooden surfaces (8)
12 The state of being humble (8)
14  Agreement between nations on weapons (4,3)
16 Flee (6)
18 Food product with harmful elements

removed (6)
19 Type of transport on water (5)
22 Space (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

A choice (6)7
Scarce (6)8
Give a verbal account (4)9
A manual or a name of a computer file (8)10
Sleep (4-3)11
Fool (5)13
Brown earth containing oxides (5)15
Go in again (2-5)17
Secretive practice, witchcraft (5,3)20
Tidy (4)21
A perfect place (6)23
Arouse (6)24

Down

Recess in a church building (4)1
Grain ofetn used for animal feed (6)2
Lengthwise (7)3
Self-satisfied smile (5)4
Not for overnight use in hospital or a hotel 
(3,3)

5

Liquid coating to protect wooden surfaces 
(8)

6

The state of being humble (8)12
Agreement between nations on weapons 
(4,3)

14

Flee (6)16
Food product with harmful elements 
removed (6)

18

Type of transport on water (5)19
Space (4)22

Charity
quiz night 

Emersons Green 

More CCTV in the fight
against anti-social behaviour

Keynsham & District
Lions Club will hold a
charity quiz night on
Friday 17th March at
Saltford Community Hall
at 7pm for a 7.30pm start.
Teams of up to six
members are invited at a
cost of £8 per person
which includes a cheese
and ham ploughman's
supper.
To enter a team contact
Peter on 01225 873917 or
Harry on 01179 609446.

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Staple Hill

92-year-old man
injured during
burglary at his home
Police are appealing for information and
asking the community to be on the alert
after thieves talked their way into the
home of an elderly Staple Hill couple to
steal cash. 
It happened at about 10.40am on Tuesday
7th March. A man called at the couple's
home claiming that he needed to check the
water supply. He was allowed inside and
persuaded the 82-year-old woman to leave
the door unlocked. 
The man left a short while later, and as she
was locking the door after him, a second
man came down the stairs and demanded to
be let out. The woman cried out and her 92-
year-old husband came to help her. He was
pushed away by the second man and
suffered a cut to the hand before the intruder
left. 
The couple then found that a wallet
containing cash and bank cards was missing.
The elderly man was very shaken up by the
burglary and both he and his wife were
checked over by paramedics. 
Police searched the area and made house-to-
house inquiries. Crime scene investigators
carried out a forensic examination of the
property and the couple's home security will
be reviewed. 
Both suspects were white. One was aged 40
to 50, with a grey beard or heavy stubble and
a strong Irish accent. The second was in his

20s, about 5ft 9in, stocky and wearing a
dark-coloured hoodie.
Investigating officer PC Mark Lockyer said:
“This is a nasty incident which has left an
92-year-old gentleman and his wife in a very
distressed state. I'd ask anyone who has had
someone matching the description of these
suspects call on their home, or who has any
other information which could help our
investigation, to contact us straight away.” 
Go to www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/
contact or call 101 quoting reference
5217050522. Alternatively ring
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111. 
PC Lockyer added: “I'd urge anyone who
has an unexpected caller to use a door chain
and ask to see identification. If you're in any
doubt, keep them out. Genuine utility
company staff will be happy to wait or to
call back while you check they are
legitimate by calling their company using
the number in the phone book or on your
bill. 
“If you or someone you care about is
concerned about doorstep crime, it's worth
signing up for the password schemes run by
most of the gas, electricity and water
companies. If an unexpected caller has left
you feeling alarmed or intimidated, please
call 999 straight away.”

Abson 

Daffodil
weekend
People are invited to come and see the
daffodils in the churchyard at St James
the Great this weekend (18th and 19th
March) from 2pm to 4.30pm. 
Teas and homemade cakes will be
served in the church.

St George 

Community fair success
The Lord Mayor of Bristol Jeff Lovell and Lady Mayoress
Bridget Lovell formally opened the eighth St George
Community Fair on Saturday at St Aidan's Church and Church
Hall. 
More local residents took the opportunity to see what is going
on in their local area than in previous years, and Kerry
McCarthy, MP for East Bristol, was able to call in after her
regular surgery.  The 29 local voluntary groups and agencies
taking part had a busy time. They ranged from St Pauls Advice
Centre, which now covers St George, Bristol Mental Health,
and the 74th St Aidan's Brownies celebrating their 70th
birthday, Troopers Hill Allotments and St George History
Group. 
The fair helped to focus on the work of the Bourne Family
Project based in Two Mile Hill Road, and was generously
supported by a number of local traders.

The Lady Mayoress receives flowers from Isla of the
74th St Aidan's Brownies, watched by the Lord Mayor
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Keep in touch, let us know what you
think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Saltford

Scout leaders win awards
Scout Leaders from 1st Saltford have
been celebrating awards received from
the Chief Scout for their dedicated
service.
Tina Curtis, Julie Brewer, Jane George,
Helen Bush, and Penny Fisher all received
the Chief Scout's Commendation for Good
Service. David Moore received the Bar to

the Award for Merit. Group Scout leader
Graham Bush said: “These awards are not
automatically given, and are in addition to
those for long service. They recognise
particular dedication to the Scout
Movement, and I am delighted to be able to
work with these great leaders for the benefit
of young people in the Saltford area.”

Downend 

Warning after
beam from
mirror starts fire
The winter sun reflecting off a mirror is believed to have been
the cause of curtains catching fire at a Downend home.
Firefighters were called to Bridge Leap Road on the morning
of Tuesday 28th February to deal with a fire which had broken
out in a first-floor bedroom. 
There was no one in at the time but a 40-year-old neighbour
who tried to go in to the smoke-logged property needed
oxygen treatment.
There was extensive damage to the bedroom and a ventilation
fan was used to clear the smoke.
Rich Iles, from Kingswood fire station, reported the incident at
the recent meeting of Downend, Bromley Heath & Emersons
Green Community Engagement Forum. 
He said it was highly unusual and only the second time in 26
years that he had come across it. But he urged people to
consider where they position a mirror.

Tina Curtis, Julie Brewer, Jane George, David Moore,
Helen Bush & Penny Fisher celebrate their awards
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SITUATIONS VACANT

Keynsham 

Pump Room Trio
coming to The Space
Pianist Derek Stuart-Clark will be
making a rare musical
homecoming when he plays The
Space in Temple Street,
Keynsham, on Saturday 29th
April. 
He won't have had to travel too far
on the night though as he lives in the
town. His day job is in Bath where
he is one of the members of its
world-famous Pump Room Trio.
Thanks to the efforts of
justCentreStage and Keynsham Arts
Consortium, the trio are making a
rare trip outside the city to deliver
an evening of music featuring,
selections from Mozart's The Magic
Flute and Schoenberg's Les
Miserables.  
Derek graduated from the Royal
Academy of Music in London.
Returning to Bristol his career
flourished as a singer and

accompanist. As well as working
with local choral societies and at the
Bristol Old Vic Theatre School,
Derek has for 25 years held the post
of pianist in the Pump Room Trio
where he has made several
appearances on TV and even played
for HM the Queen on her national
tour in 2002. 
Joining him on 29th April will be

colleagues Lorna Osbon and Keith
Tempest. Lorna performs as a solo
artist, chamber musician and
orchestral leader. Keith is a world
class cellist in his own right and has
worked with the Bournemouth
Symphony and Welsh National
Opera.  
justCentreStage is the promotional
group which organised the

acclaimed An-Ting Chang recital at
The SPACE last October.
The concert is at 7pm for 7.30pm.
Tickets are £14 (£12 concessions).
A bar will be available.
Tickets are available from
keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.co.uk
or by calling Simon Hazelwood on
0790 161 3086.

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option. Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Team effort to
spruce up school's
outdoor furniture
The Rotary Club of Keynsham has helped St Keyna Primary
School with the refurbishment of some of its outdoor furniture. 
The school approached the club last year and it agreed to help
once there was better weather as members were faced with doing
the work outdoors.
But then Rotary received an inquiry from Rick Staples from
furniture company NCS, part of the Bisley Group, asking if it
had any projects it could assist with.
Immediately St Keyna School's outdoor furniture came to mind.
The next piece of good fortune was that David Dover, of
AkzoNobel (Dulux Paints) agreed to provide suitable paint for
the job. Work progressed at NCS workshops during December
and January, by which time two seat benches were re-varnished
and two picnic tables were given a complete makeover.
The picnic tables now have rainbow tops and seats. The pupils
had some input, with Sophie having the great idea of using the
picnic tables as Buddy Stops. This is where students can go,
particularly if they are having a bad day, and their friends will
know they could do with someone to talk to.

Derek Stuart-Clark Lorna OsbonKeith Tempest
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Kingswood 

Over 50s Forum
The South Glos Over 50s Forum, which is for all residents over the age of 50,
is holding a meeting on Tuesday 21st March from 2pm to 4pm at The Park
Centre, High Street, Kingswood.
The group campaigns for justice, respect and recognition. Email
southglosover50s@gmail.com to find out more.

Hanham

Bedsit plans
are withdrawn
Controversial plans to turn a
former care home into 19 bedsits
have been withdrawn.
Scott Essex had applied to turn
Rockleaze on Lower Hanham Road
into a House in Multiple
Occupation (HMO) but the idea did
not go down well with local
residents who had written in to
object.
The house currently has a layout of
14 bedrooms and parking for just a
handful of cars. A South
Gloucestershire Council highways
officer who visited Rockleaze last
month said that the space for
parking was “woefully inadequate”
and he was recommending the
HMO scheme be refused.
As well as being concerned about
parking, nearby residents were also

worried about waste, noise and
disturbance and the potential for
anti-social behaviour. Hanham
Parish Council also objected.
A group of local residents had been
due to meet with Mr Essex to
discuss their concerns and he had
said he was open to suggestions.
However, the application is now
listed as being withdrawn on the
council's website. 
The Week In has tried to contact Mr
Essex to find out why he has
withdrawn the plans but at the time
of going to print we had not had a
response.
Local residents are left wondering
whether a new application with a
reduced number of units will be
submitted.

Rockleaze
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New car cash
offer from
Saltford Motors

Exciting new
format for
Redfest 2017Anyone buying a new 17-plate Vauxhall from Saltford

Motor Services on Bath Rd between 17th and 21st March
will also drive off with a pre-paid debit card with £500 to
spend on anything they want.
This exciting offer is available across much of the Vauxhall
range, including the Mokka X, ADAM and award-winning
Astra.  Named Best Family Car for under £18,000 by What
Car?, the Astra  blends style with technology to create the
ultimate family car.  What's more, with a £500 pre-paid debit
card with every new 17-plate Astra sold during the event,
families will be able to make more of days out together.
What's more, customers who buy a new Vauxhall during the
event could also see a saving of up to £500† on models such
as the Corsa VXR ahead of the new tax changes, which will
come into force in April. The company is also offering a 20%
discount on a range of accessories including sat navs and
phone cradles.
Mark Thomas, sales manager, at Saltford Motor Services
comments: “With Easter just around the corner, people will
be hitting the road and spending more time with their family,
so £500 spending money could come in very handy.
Whether motorists plan to enjoy a staycation this Easter,
travel abroad or simply want to enjoy a day out, they will be
able to make more of it with an extra £500 in their back
pocket.”

This year Redfest will be taking a break from
the day event in St George Park and instead
there will be a weekend-long multi-venue
festival on and around Church Road on
Saturday 5th and Sunday 6th August.
The organisers are looking to work with local
venues, community organisations, businesses,
traders and artists of all disciplines from
Redfield and the surrounding areas. 
They say there will be a wider variety of
platforms to showcase local artists and a
curated trail will challenge people to explore
their neighbourhood and discover venues they
may not have known before. 
“We want to highlight Church Road and the
surrounding area in its best possible light,
introduce people to everything that's great
about our area and increase community
cohesion and pride.”

Since Redfest first launched in 2008, it has
evolved from a small, week-long event
showcasing local artistic talent into a huge
event in St George Park. Since the first Redfest
in St George Park in 2012, there has been a big
growth in visitor numbers with an estimated
20,000 people attending last year.
This year it will very much be going back to its
roots as a multi-venue, community festival. To
find out more visit http://redfestbristol.co.uk/

Oldland Common 

Good report for school
Redfield Edge Primary School has been rated as Good by Ofsted.
The inspection report, published last week, said that leaders provide a strong driving force and are
ambitious for the school. 
Teaching is consistently good and pupils who have special educational needs or disabilities achieve
as well as other pupils because staff support their needs effectively. 
Behaviour is also good and the promotion of pupils' spiritual, moral, social and cultural
development is strong and helps to raise their aspirations.
Parents say they value the welcoming environment in which their children learn effectively and
feel happy. 
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From MP to Metro Mayor?
Stephen Williams is the
bookies' favourite to
become the region's first
Metro Mayor on 4th May.
The best known of the
candidates (he's a former
Bristol MP and Coalition
Government minister)
Ladbrokes have placed him
just ahead of his
Conservative rival Tim
Bowles.
“It's a nice opening start,” he
acknowledges as we sit down
at the Riverside in Saltford

for a lunchtime interview.
Stephen Williams has lived in
Bristol since he left home in
Glamorgan at 18 to study
history at the city's university.
He talks about social
mobility; he had free school
meals and was the first person
in his family to go to
university.
He was president of the SDP-
Liberal society while at
Bristol University and
became an Avon County
councillor in his mid-20s. He
also served as a Bristol City
councillor and became Bristol
West MP in 2005. He served
as a local government
minister in the Coalition but

lost his seat to Labour's
Thangam Debbonaire at the
2015 General Election. He
also has extensive experience
in business, having worked
with small companies across
the region. 
Now Williams has set his
sights on being Mayor of the
West of England metropolitan
area, made up of Bath and
North East Somerset, Bristol
and South Gloucestershire.
Around a million people live
here. The role equates to the

powers of the Mayor of
London, who has more than
30 councils working beneath
him.
The post is part of a
devolution deal creating the
new West of England
Combined Authority
(WECA) of which the new
Mayor will be chair. He or
she will work alongside two
Tory council leaders (Tim
Warren at B&NES and
Matthew Riddle at South
Glos) and Bristol's Labour
Mayor, Marvin Rees. The
three councils will continue
to control delivery of
frontline services to their
residents.

Through the Combined
Authority, more decisions
will be made locally on areas
such as transport, housing and
skills. Previously these
decisions have been made by
central Government in
London. There will also be a
£30m-a-year budget for
investment to boost growth
and the power to add up to 2p
in the £ on business rates to
fund infrastructure
investment. 
The £30m (half revenue, half

capital) can be spent by the
new Mayor on local economy
enhancements such as start-
up loans, providing more
space for social enterprises
and improving high streets
for retailers. There will be
more money on top of that
specifically for transport - the
figure is not yet known - plus
skills funding from 2018. 
Some issues will be
determined by WECA, such
as the spatial plan, housing
and employment, and all
members will need to agree.
On other issues, like transport
projects, it will come down to
a majority vote.
Conservat ive-control led

North Somerset Council
opted out of the devolution
deal; Williams admits that the
fact they aren't on board does
make it tricky but points out
that there are other
neighbouring authorities with
which the new Mayor will
need to have cross-boundary
co-operation -
Gloucestershire, Wiltshire
and Somerset. WECA will
also work with the West of
England Local Enterprise
Partnership.
His manifesto slogan is
Together with One Voice. If
elected in just over seven
weeks for a four-year term, he
says cross-party working
won't be a problem for him.
Having worked as a minister
in the Coalition, he's used to
it. He thinks voters in this
election will focus more on
personal attributes, rather
than party politics, and will
see he has sound experience
from local to Government
level.
He says he knows how to get
the best out of Westminster;
he had a good working
relationship with Theresa
May during his time as a
minister and knows Sajid
Javid, Secretary of State for

Communities and Local
Government, very well. He
also worked closely with
Greg Clark, the current
Business Secretary.
Williams says he will work
with the business community
to persuade the Conservative
Government to keep us in the
single market and avoid a
“disastrous hard Brexit”. He
claims the “inexperienced,
Brexit-backing Tory
candidate” Tim Bowles, who
represents Winterbourne on
South Gloucestershire
Council, would be a “puppet”
for Riddle and Warren.
Williams' priorities are
boosting growth in the local
economy, guaranteeing
prosperity is shared fairly
across the region; increasing
the number of affordable
homes and ensuring new
homes are built with
enhanced bus and rail
services, and delivering
sustainable transport,
including cashless payments
on buses, more park and ride
services and the expansion of
local rail services, with extra
services for Yate and new
stations at Ashley Down,
Charfield and Saltford. 

Becky meets Stephen Williams at the RIverside

In the run-up to the Metro Mayor election in May, The Week In will be giving all the candidates the opportunity to talk about the job which
marks the biggest change in decision-making in the West of England for generations. Becky Feather met Liberal Democrat Stephen
Williams who was visiting Saltford and Keynsham last week
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One of the first things he says he would do
would be to gather political leaders together to
campaign to Transport Secretary Chris
Grayling for electrification of the railway from
Bath Spa to Temple Meads to be brought back
on schedule. Millions have already been spent
on preparing the line for electrification but
Grayling said earlier this year that it was not
necessary to erect unsightly overhead cables in
places like Bath when the new hybrid trains
could deliver almost the same service without
electrification. 
Williams argues that electrification will allow
more halts to be opened up as trains will be
able to accelerate faster out of stations than on
diesel. He says Saltford will still be able to
reopen without electrification as there is
already enough 'slack' to avoid delays.
How will he deal with some of the more
controversial elements of the regional Joint
Transport Plan, like the Saltford bypass which
has divided opinion in the village? He says he
will look at the idea in more detail but

although a bypass might look superficially
attractive, evidence over time is that new roads
attract more traffic and things get built off of
them.
Another one of his priorities is to improve
employability and opportunities for local
residents by tackling the gender imbalance in
some apprenticeships and long-term
worklessness in parts of Bristol and Bath.
After meeting me and local Lib Dem members
in Saltford to talk about issues including the
reopening of the station, he went on to
Keynsham to catch up with issues making
headlines in The Week In, including the
proposed one-way system for the High Street. 
Next week we will interview the Conservative
candidate Tim Bowles. The other candidates
who have so far declared they are standing are
Lesley Mansell for Labour, Darren Hall for the
Greens and Aaron Foot for UKIP. Formal
nominations to stand cannot be made until
28th March and the last date for nominations is
4th April.
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Keynsham 

Firefighters
visit school
Youngsters in Years 1 and 2 at St Keyna Primary School in
Keynsham have been exploring 'Wheels, Wings & Other
Things' so they were thrilled when Avon Fire & Rescue
Service based at Hicks Gate Station visited recently.  
The children had a great time trying on some of the
firefighters' uniform and sitting in the crew cab.  
Everyone was able to investigate the fire engine, ask
questions about the equipment on board and have a go at
using the hose to squirt water. 
Following a talk on personal fire safety the children are
now experts in Stop, Drop and Roll, the safety technique
taught to youngsters to minimise injury in the event that
their clothing catches fire.
Sue MacGrain, Key Stage 1 leader, said: “The visit was an
engaging and active learning opportunity as well as being a
springboard for writing, artwork and personal safety
awareness.
“It was all part of the exciting and relevant curriculum here
at St Keyna.”

Catching up with the news in Keynsham

           



The Bostock and Wombwell
Travelling Menagerie
toured Gloucestershire in
September 1891 and about
this time lost an elephant
due to food poisoning, cold
or neglect.  The animal
could have even eaten yew
tree leaves which being
toxic may have killed him.  
It is rumoured the elephant is
buried near Holy Trinity

Church gate in High Street
Kingswood (pictured) or at
Whitfield Cemetery
Tabernacle.  This could be
due to the fact that being such
a large animal, it was
necessary to bury it close to
or exactly where it died.  
However, it is unfortunate
that over the last 100 years
more has not become known
about the incident.
Unfortunately, all papers
regarding the circus were
destroyed on the owner's
death.
This legend, however,
inspired author Matt Grinter
from Warmley to write a play
called the Dog and the
Elephant, which connects the
elephant and circus with a
knuckle boxer called Bendigo
Barlow.   
Young Bendigo befriends Ina,
an elephant in a travelling
circus.  Bendigo's struggle to
live with Tourette's syndrome
is made even more difficult
by the fear and ignorance of
Victorian times.  He is

shunned by those who simply
don't understand him and is
rejected by his family.
Bendigo must fight to
maintain his humanity in a
society that has labelled him a
monster.
For Matt Grinter, the legend
had been ruminating for a
while before he put pen to
paper.  As he has said: “The
local legend that an elephant
was buried in the graveyard
of a church fascinated me.”
The play delves into the
feelings of loneliness,
belonging and home and was
performed at the Old Vic
Studio in Bristol last year.
There are rumours that it may
be made into a film.
Meanwhile the Kingswood
Elephant legend continues to
fascinate the local community
and I would like to ask
families who have heard the
story through older relatives
or friends and can contribute
any extra information to
contact me at
c.rogers450@btinternet.com
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Kingswood in Bloom!
Kingswood Business Association (KBA) and the Friends of
Kingswood Park are hoping to work together to brighten up
Kingswood town centre this summer.
Jim Whittaker, of the Friends of Kingswood Park, told last
Monday's meeting of the Kingswood Community
Engagement Forum that the Friends wanted to take part in
the Royal Horticultural Society's It's Your Neighbourhood
competition, which is part of Britain in Bloom this year. 
People at the meeting supported the idea. Gareth Manson,
chair of KBA, said the association had been thinking along
similar lines for visually improving the town centre and had
plans for big planters at strategic places and poles with
hanging baskets. Business sponsors will be sought.
The two organisations are now planning to team up to share
ideas. See also page 25.

Quest to find out more about
the Kingswood Elephant
Christine Rogers shares her fascination with this local legend

Holy Trinity
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Speed camera
locations
Avon & Somerset police will be out and about with mobile
speed cameras at the following locations in our area this
week (commencing 13th March).

Bath & North East Somerset:
In Keynsham on Charlton Road, Charlton Park, Chandag
Road, Albert Road, Queens Road and Wellsway; also on the
A431 Kelston Road.

Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Broomhill
Road, Talbot Road and Wick Road; in St George on Nags
Head Hill and Air Balloon Road; in Thicket Avenue in
Fishponds; also on Stockwood Lane.

South Gloucestershire
A431 Bath Road at Bitton; Craven Way in Barrs Court;
Court Farm Road in Longwell Green; Abbots Road in
Hanham; Mill Lane in Oldland; the A420 through Warmley
and Wick; also in Kingswood on Tenniscourt Road and
Court Road.

Awards for clinic
The Bristol Chiropractic Clinic in Hanham
High Street received two awards from the
Royal College of Chiropractors at a ceremony
in London last month.
The Patient Partnership Quality Mark (PPQM) is
awarded to chiropractic clinics that demonstrate
excellence in meeting patient expectations in a
range of areas, including accessibility,
cleanliness and safety and patient
communication. The decision to award it is made
by a panel of patients and public who form the
Royal College of Chiropractor's patients'
committee. Clinic owner and chiropractor Dr

Bronwen Henley and her colleague Dr Monika
Dobrowolska received the award from Hew
Helps, chair of the committee.
The other award they collected was the Clinical
Management Quality Mark (CMQM) which is
awarded to chiropractic clinics that demonstrate
excellence in terms of operating within a
structured and managed clinical environment. 
Applicants must demonstrate excellence in a
range of areas including patient satisfaction.
Presenting them with the award was Dr Mark
Gurden, chair of the Royal College's health
policy unit.

Dr Bronwen Henley, centre, & Dr Monika Dobrowolska receive the
PPQM from Hew Helps

                



Camerton & Peasedown Croquet Club is offering a
beginners course for anyone wishing to take up a new sport.
The course runs over five Sunday afternoons from 2nd April
to 7th May (excluding Easter) at Whitebrook Lane in
Peasedown St John. The cost is just £25 per person. At the
end of the course, you have the option of joining the club to
learn more and have the opportunity to take part in

competitions throughout the region.
For more information or to book your place, please contact
Brian Wilson on 01225 708540 or Mo Boys, on
07929733640. www.camertonpeasedowncroquet.co.uk

or bowls...
Page Park Bowls Club in Staple Hill is also running a six-week
taster course for anyone interested in taking up the sport. The
weekly sessions begin on Saturday 6th May at 10am with
tuition provided by English Bowls Association coaches.
Everything is provided but you must wear flat soled shoes.
There is an initial registration fee of £5 and each two-hour
session costs £2.50. Membership of the Page Park Bowls Club
is not a condition of joining the course, although several do.
Last year almost 36 people of all ages took part in the course
and 28 are known to have joined a club subsequently. Call Bob
Wood on 0117956792 or Ken Ireland on 01179563891 for more
information.

Open day at
Greenbank
Bristol Greenbank Bowls Club in Gordon Road, Whitehall, is
also looking for new members. Dating back to 1926, the club
currently has around 50 members who play in mixed and
separate men's and ladies' teams. Most are retired but there are
also some younger members.
New or experienced bowlers are welcome and the club will be
holding open days on Saturday 22nd and Sunday 23rd April
from 10am to 1pm when people can come and have a go.
Find out more at www.bristolgreenbankbowlingclub.com/ or
call recruitment officer Graham Godfrey on 0117 9657822.

Three suspected drug dealers were arrested in Redfield last
Wednesday.

After noticing several drug users coming and going from a house
on Roseberry Park in Redfield, officers, with the help of police dog
Rufus, found 15 wraps of Class A drugs as well as uncut crack and
heroin. Scales and phones were also seized. Two men and a woman
were arrested for possession with intent to supply Class A drugs.

Earlier in the day, officers also arrested a man from London at
Kingsmarsh House in Easton.  He tried to run off, but was detained
by officers. He was found to be carrying £2,000 and was arrested
for money laundering.
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St George
Elderly
householder
conned
out of cash
Police are asking for
witnesses after an elderly
woman was the victim of
a burglary in Preddys
Lane.
A man called at her home
between 12.30pm and
1pm on Tuesday 21st
February, claiming to be
working in the
neighbourhood and
saying he noticed she
needed work doing on her
home.
He asked for a deposit and
refused to leave until
she'd handed over a
quantity of money.
The man was white, in his
40s, about 5ft 6in, with
short curly hair and a
local accent. He was
wearing a long-sleeved
cream shirt and jeans. 
Call 101 and give the call
handler the reference
number 5217040283 with
any information.

Redfield 

Drugs crackdown

Why not take up croquet?...

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Youngsters try their hand at croquet

                          



The Week in • Wednesday 15th March 2017 25

Kingswood 

Town centre gets spring clean
Kingswood's Labour councillors joined
forces with the Friends of Kingswood Park
in the now annual Big Spring Clean day in
Kingswood town centre at the weekend.
The team filled 22 bags of rubbish, remove a
huge amount of glass bottles and glasses from
shrubs, and even cleared two sofa seats and a
plastic garden chair from shrubs. The areas
cleaned were the Cecil Road car park, Halls
Road and Regent Street. 
This gave those involved the opportunity to
chat with many shoppers who were
appreciative of the group’s efforts. Kingswood

councillor and Labour Group Leader Pat
Rooney, said:
“The Big Spring Clean is now a firm event in
our diary every year. We are most grateful for
the time and commitment of the Friends of
Kingswood Park for doubling our team this
year, and as a result we got a lot more cleared.
This spring clean forms part of a major project
of us working together to improve Kingswood
Town Centre, which includes reviving the
Kingswood Business Association and teaming
up with community groups such as the Friends
of Kingswood Park.”

St George in
Bloom bags
£5,000
St George in Bloom has bagged £5,000 from the Tesco
funding scheme for its project 'Changing the area from Grey
to Green'. 
Bags of Help is supported by money from the 5p charge
levied on single-use carrier bags. All money raised goes to
community projects. Since launching in 2015, Bags of Help
has awarded more than £27m across more than 3,500
projects.
In the round of voting that took place in Tesco stores in
January St George in Bloom secured the most number of
votes in the East Bristol region, which means work can now
begin on bringing the project to life. 
Grenville Johnson, chair of St George in Bloom, said: “We
are absolutely delighted with this wonderful news. The
project will help to raise everyone's spirits and demonstrate
that we care for the area where we live.”

Emersons Green 

Man in court
for handling
stolen goods
Police have charged a 20-year-old man after recovering a
bicycle in Emersons Green which was stolen during a
burglary in Clifton. 
The bike was taken from a communal storage area on the
night of Sunday 5th March. It was seized by officers who
searched a property in Emersons Green on Tuesday 7th
March. 
The following day Ross Enright, of Clover Road, Emersons
Green, was charged with handling stolen goods and
possession of cannabis. He was released on police bail
pending an appearance before Bristol magistrates on 13th
April. 
Two other men arrested in connection with the incident
were later released without charge. 

Timsbury

Wildlife
talk
Next Monday (20th
March) the speaker at
Timsbury Natural History
Group's meeting at the
Conygre Hall in North
Road will be 'Birdgirl'
Mya-Rose Craig, an avid
birder, blogger and story
teller, who lives in the
Chew Valley.
She will be giving a talk
on the wildlife found on
Antarctica. 
The start time is 7.30pm
and admittance for non-
members is £3. There will
be refreshments and a
raffle. For more
information contact the
group's chairman Rodney
Bruce on 01761 433013.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

                 



Switching from car to the
speedy new MetroBus could
not only save commuters a lot
of time but as much as £2,400
a year, say the backers.
The MetroBus project is a joint
venture between Bristol, South
Gloucestershire Councils and
North Somerset councils and

although a decision on who
will operate the rapid public
transport system had been
expected in January, there has
not yet been an announcement
so final details, like timetables
and ticket prices, are not yet
known.
Roadworks connected with the

construction of the network
have caused chaos for
commuters in and around
Bristol in recent months and
there has been criticism of the
spiralling costs, currently said
to be around £216m.
Once up and running,
MetroBus aims to speed up

journey times, relieve
congestion and reduce levels of
pollution and there will be five
routes: Cribbs Causeway to
Hengrove Park, Emersons
Green to Bristol city centre,
Long Ashton Park & Ride to
the city centre, Emersons
Green to Parkway and
Hengrove Park to the city
centre.
It will be connected to the
traffic light system to ensure a
fast, reliable, express service
between 94 strategically placed
stops. Services will start this
autumn and will be phased in,
with Long Ashton to Temple
Meads expected to be running
first. As we have previously
reported, connection to
Emersons Green will be
delayed by the year-long
viaduct works due to start on
the ring road at Bromley Heath
this summer.
Promoting its appeal to
commuters in its newsletter,
MetroBus says the two most
obvious advantages are more
time to spend with friends and
family and more disposable
income at the end of the month.
“At peak time the average car
in Bristol will spend 23% of its
time stationary and when it

does move, it will average less
than 16mph due to the amount
of congestion on the roads. By
using its own lanes and having
priority at traffic lights,
MetroBus will speed past
stationary traffic and
significantly cut down journey
times on longer journeys. 
“Parking in Bristol can be
expensive. With the advent of
residential parking zones there
are fewer on-street parking
spaces for commuters and an
increasing demand for public
car parks. Most public car
parks charge around £10 a day
with some charging
considerably more. Add to this
another £20 to cover fuel and
it's conceivable that using the
car to get to work could cost
around £70 each week. 
“As MetroBus tickets will not
cost any more than background
bus services, a weekly pass
should be available for under
£20. That's a possible saving of
£50 per week or £2,400 each
year. That's a free foreign
holiday every year courtesy of
MetroBus.” 
You can find out more about
MetroBus at https://travelwest.
info/metrobus
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Sudoku Solutions

4 1 6 9 3 5 8 7 2
8 3 5 7 4 2 9 6 1
7 2 9 8 1 6 5 4 3
2 5 8 3 7 1 4 9 6
3 6 1 5 9 4 2 8 7
9 7 4 2 6 8 3 1 5
1 4 2 6 5 9 7 3 8
6 8 7 4 2 3 1 5 9
5 9 3 1 8 7 6 2 4

5 6 3 9 1 4 2 7 8
7 1 8 5 6 2 3 4 9
9 2 4 3 8 7 1 6 5
6 4 9 7 2 3 8 5 1
2 3 5 8 4 1 7 9 6
1 8 7 6 9 5 4 3 2
8 9 2 4 3 6 5 1 7
4 5 1 2 7 9 6 8 3
3 7 6 1 5 8 9 2 4

2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
A M E S D C

O P T I O N M E A G R E
S L D I Y E

T E L L W O R K B O O K
E A K E S

S H U T E Y E I D I O T
U S T T

U M B E R R E E N T E R
I S K S O

B L A C K A R T N E A T
I A Y B F R

U T O P I A A W A K E N
Y E K N T A

'Commuters could save up to £2,400
a year by switching to MetroBus'
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Accountancy
Services

Advertising

Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Builders

Appliances

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Dance Classes

Electrical

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Carpet Fitters

Car Repairs

Architectural
Services
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

ElectricalElectrical

Fencing

Furniture Makers

Foot Care Garden Services

Garden Services

Guttering

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Home
Maintenance
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Plastering

Pallets

Offices to Let

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

Plumbers

Hair & Beauty

Laundry Services

Holidays
LPs & Vinyl

Man Who Can

Pet Services
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Directory & What’s On

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Waste DisposalVenue Hire

Waste Disposal

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Plumbers Plumbers

Windows & Doors

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Window Cleaners
Skip Hire

Storage

TVs

Sewing Lessons
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