
Residents living near Castle
School in Keynsham have
been concerned that lorries
leaving the Meadows housing
develop-ment have been

avoiding the designated route
and potentially putting
children at risk.
Under the construction
management plan drawn up

between housebuilder Taylor
Wimpey and B&NES Council,
lorries delivering to the site
have to travel along Park Road
but when they leave they have

to turn left into Dunster Road
and then immediately right into
Lulworth Road.  
Now it seems some have
ignored this and continued

along Dunster Road to join
Coronation Avenue further up.
This involves negotiating a
sharp right-hand bend where
the footpath from the primary
school joins Dunster Road and
is used by parents and children.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
One resident from Coro-
nation Avenue told The
Week In that she witnessed
one lorry taking this route at
3.15pm on a weekday
afternoon by which time no
lorries are permitted to enter
or leave the site.
It is understood that one of
the directional exit signs for
lorry drivers which are on
lamp posts on Dunster Road

disappeared for a number of
days last month. B&NES'
highways department had
been informed and new
ones were in place last
week. However, there were
still tell-tale signs of lorries
mounting the kerb on both
sides of Dunster Road,
particularly on the bend
where it joins the school
footpath.
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Dunster Road

Tyre marks and damage are
visible on both sides of the
road (see below)



Residents are being invited to renew their
opposition to plans for a McDonald's Drive-
Thru restaurant on Fishponds Road by
attending a public meeting later this month.
McDonald's appealed against Bristol City
Council's 2015 decision to reject the proposal for
165-seater, two-storey restaurant open 24 hours a
day on the old Bristol Tile warehouse site. 
The scheme was rejected on highway safety
grounds. Local people had also voiced concerns
about air quality, litter, noise and odour, and the
health impact as several schools are close by.
A planning inquiry scheduled for November last
year had to be postponed when McDonald's

barrister was taken ill. The six-day appeal will
now be heard from Thursday 20th April at City
Hall.
The NoMacInF campaign will be rallying the
troops on Saturday 25th February with a meeting
at 10.30am in All Saints Community Hall, Grove
Road. 
Campaign secretary Claire Fowle said: “We hope
people will be able to take time out from
shopping and other Saturday chores to come and
find out what is happening about the planning
appeal.
“No doubt McDonald's hope local people will
give up on it because the saga has dragged on so 

Fishponds 

NoMacInF campaigners 
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THE WEEK IN Imperial Windows
Imperial Windows and its customers are unaffected by the
collapse of Enterprise Insurance in 2016. This company
used to underwrite the insurance backed guarantee which
we provide for each of our clients. Guarantees are still
valid with cover provided by an alternative underwriter.
Customers who may have received correspondence from
the liquidators of Enterprise Insurance are not required to
take any action. Imperial Windows has been trading for
the last 25 years and will continue to do so for much longer.

Emersons Green

More beat
surgeries planned
A trial beat surgery held by neighbourhood police in
Sainsbury's car park last month has been hailed a success.
Neighbourhood Police Team Sergeant Paul Fortune said: “It
was a trial event to see if I could maximise contact with the
public, without impacting too severely on the jobs that need to
be done on a daily basis.
“I am pleased to say that a greater than expected number of
people came up and engaged with me.
“I am aware that many people do not feel comfortable with
emails, social media and alike so intend this to be a regular
event across the Downend and Siston area.”



long. In fact, people have been fundraising over the Christmas
period and we are more determined than ever to make sure we keep
the McDonald's footprint off the Fishponds Road.” 
A fundraising night at the Star pub next to the appeal site and an
online crowdfunding scheme have brought in hundreds of pounds,
say campaigners. The money goes towards printing and other costs
associated with the appeal. 
“Our energy and commitment have not flagged,' said NoMacInF

chair Mike Jempson. 
“Although no new evidence can be presented to the planning
inquiry, anyone who wants to address the planning inspector can
turn up on the first day and ask to be heard. 
“We believe a more productive and socially acceptable use of the
site will be found, and are keen to hear from those with alternative
proposals.” 

rally the troops again
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Kingswood 

Woman
robbed
near pub
Police are appealing for
witnesses following a rob-
bery in which a woman was
assaulted after she left the
Shant pub in Crown Road.
As the 41-year-old approa-
ched her car at about 9.30pm
on Wednesday 18th January
another woman came up and
assaulted her and stole cash. 
The victim's car was also
damaged during this inci-
dent.  The offender was white
and wearing a thigh-length
coat with a hood, leggings or
skinny jeans and white
trainers. She was carrying a
Waitrose plastic bag.
If you saw or heard anything
suspicious call 101 and give
the call handler the reference
521701286.
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Hillfields Library and Little Hayes Nursery
have celebrated their 60th birthday and the
reopening of their combined and newly
revamped family hub and library.
The library closed in mid-October to allow for
work to be done to transform it into a mixed-use
family hub and library. The building has been
split with one third for Little Hayes Nursery and
the other two-thirds for the library. The nursery is
based in a separate room that will be used for all
sorts of child and carer focused activities
throughout the working week.
The site at Summerleaze reopened at the very
end of last year and last Wednesday the library
and nursery threw a party to celebrate. Cllr Jeff
Lovell, Bristol's Lord Mayor, planted a tree and
cutting the official ribbon.
Hillfields councillor Anna Keen said the
children's centre was an extension of the popular
and successful one at Frenchay Road and now
provides services which Hillfields residents can
access with greater ease.
She added: “Plans for the building include
meeting space for community groups, such as
walking and craft groups, children's activities,
reading and book groups, space for local schools
to access the library and breakfast clubs etc.”

Cllr Asher Craig, Cabinet Member for
Neighbourhoods, said: “I am really glad to see
the reopening of this library in its new form.  
“By making the library more flexible we hope to
encourage people who would not normally go to
their library to come down and try out the
facilities. If you have an idea of the kind of
activities you'd like to see at the library or would
be interested in volunteering to help run any, our
library team would like to hear from you.”  
Any residents interested in getting involved or
would like information can contact 0117 903
8576.
Mayor Marvin Rees said: “I am very pleased to
see this new community development in
Hillfields and offer my thanks to all those who
worked on the project. The shared use of library
and children's services is fantastic and represents
an important move towards joint working in the
future.”
Shirley Doveton, headteacher of Little Hayes and
Hillfields Early Years & Family Centre said: “We
are very excited about working in close
partnership with the library, providing a quality
learning environment for children and adults of
the local community.”

Hillsides Secret Garden Day Nursery has been
praised by Ofsted following a recent visit.
In all four key areas, the nursery in Gladstone
Street was rated as Good by the inspector - for
the effectiveness of its leadership and
management; the quality of teaching, learning
and assessment; personal development,
behaviour and welfare, and outcomes for
children.

Her report said children at the nursery gain good
skills for their future learning in an environment
where they feel safe and secure. 
She added: “Children have high self-esteem,
behave well and build strong relationships with
each other and familiar adults.”
Staff at the nursery, where there are 69 children
on the roll, were praised for forging close
relationships with parents. 

Improved facilities at the heart
of the Hillfields community

Pic : Anna Keen

Staple Hill

Praise for nursery

Oldland Common

60 years and
going strong
Gordon and June Burchill celebrated their Diamond Wedding
anniversary last week with a night at the prestigious Royal
Crescent Hotel in Bath.
The couple first met while working at the Carsons factory in
Shortwood and were married at St Barnabas Church in
Warmley. They have lived in the same house in West Street
ever since.



Without volunteers, a successful road
safety campaign will end on 6th February.
That was the stark warning given to local
people by one of the volunteers, Susan Acton-
Campbell, at the St George Neighbourhood
Forum last week.
Since March 2015 a small group of
volunteers have been working with Avon &
Somerset police monitoring traffic speed on
Crews Hole Road, Troopers Hill and
Blackswarth Road.
Owners of vehicles recorded by the
volunteers as being driven at excessive
speeds have received letters from police.
This approach to encouraging responsible
driving could be judged to be working.
Between June 2016 and mid-October 2016,

the volunteers monitored traffic for an hour a
week. They counted 3,344 vehicles of which
404 were driven at 27mph or above in the
20mph limited roads. During that time, they
only recorded eight people repeatedly driving
at these speeds and they were only recorded
twice.
The team are now down to two members and
will run their last operation on 6th February
unless new volunteers come forward.
If you have an hour a week or fortnight to
spare there is more information on
www.avonandsomerset.police.uk/csw 
Alternatively send a private message on
www.facebook.com/stgeorgenp or
www.facebook.com/troopershill
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Barrs Court & Oldland Common 

Walking beat surgeries
Local police officers will be holding walking beat surgeries in Barrs Court and Oldland
Common on Wednesday 15th February.
From 10am to 11am they will be on foot patrol in Craven Way and surrounding roads. Then
from 11.30am to 12.30pm they will be at Westcourt Drive and the surrounding roads.
Residents are invited to discuss any issues or queries and bring officers up to date with
happenings in the community.

Susan Acton-Campbell on Crews Hole Road

St George

Road safety
campaign at risk

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin



8 The Week in • Wednesday 1st February 2017



The Week in • Wednesday 1st February 2017 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 5th February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 1
2 8 5 1
4 1 3 8

4 3 9 7
8 4 6

6 7 1 9 3
9 8

5 2 7 1 4
7 9 2 6 8

7 1 3
1 8 4

7
8 9 5 3 2
5 8

9
8 2

6 1
7 3 5 4

Keynsham 

Town council precept to increase by 5.95% 
Keynsham Town Council agreed its
budget for the next financial year
(2017-18) at its January meeting
and opted to increase the precept to
£85.24 (+5.95%) in the light of
reducing financial support from
B&NES and to make provision for
work which will need carrying out
at the cemetery and chapel.
In addition to council tax which is due
to B&NES each year, Keynsham
residents also have to pay an
additional charge towards the running
of the town council. Last week,
B&NES announced its intention to
increase council tax by 3.5%
(including the 2% levy for adult social
care) and as part of its ongoing drive
to save £49m by 2020, it is phasing
out its grant to parish and town
councils. Keynsham Town Council is
forecasting a cost of £662,000 to
operate next year of which around
10% will be met from income it
generates. The remainder will come
from its general reserves (£94.552)
and from the precept paid by residents
(£501,000).
Town clerk Dr Cheryl Scott
explained: “There are three main
factors that the town council has had
to consider for this coming year.
“Firstly, last year, the town council
enjoyed a council tax support grant

from B&NES of £36k and, whilst the
council is grateful that B&NES have
decided on a phased reduction, it
nevertheless represents a significant
reduction of £18,100 in income for the
coming year and will be phased out
completely in 2020/2021.
“Secondly, the town council has
sometimes previously opted to fund a
proportion of expenditure from
general reserves in order to keep any

council tax rise to a minimum.
However, this now has to be balanced
against the auditor's requirement for
the town council to maintain a certain
level of general reserves. 
“Thirdly, the town council has
included an element of forward
planning in this new budget to ensure
sufficient funds will be available over
the coming years to support and
maintain all the services that the

growing numbers of Keynsham
residents want and expect. 
“There have been significant costs
associated with the cemetery and
chapel this year, which have had to be
undertaken as a matter of urgency, so
the council has made provision to
ensure sufficient funds are committed
each year for a rolling programme of
work without jeopardising the general
reserves in any one year.”

Vital work needs to be carried out at Keynsham cemetery



Controversy over
relocation 
Dear Sir
Re the article on Kingswood Civic
Centre last week, yet another great
money-saving idea. Spend over £8m
on building work, then send your staff
miles away with no parking or bus
routes. A very green council indeed.

All the local staff will now have to
drive miles and find somewhere to
park. Then they will have to find a
desk as only seven desks per 10 staff
have been allocated.
What a great council.
Name & address supplied

Open your eyes, Mr
Hounsell
Dear Editor
Mr Hounsell in his letter (Issue 457)
seems to have swallowed a book on
statistics, but failed to open his eyes.
Hasn't he noticed the never-ending
traffic, often crawling or stopped, on
the A4 Bath Road at Saltford?
Has he tried to turn right onto the A4?
Does he walk along the pavement,
inches from articulated lorries?
Hasn't he smelt the fumes emitted by

this traffic?
Whilst a bypass is not ideal, it is the
only way to relieve Saltford from the
tidal wave of traffic which has such a
harmful effect on the village. 
It is so discouraging that one of our
councillors holds such a view and
ignores what is actually happening to
the people he claims to represent. The
people of Saltford deserve better than
this.
Robert Blatchford
Saltford

Traffic scheme 'totally
fatuous'
Dear Sir
Following the comments of Hazel
Powe in Issue 457, I too wonder what
possible effect the movement of the
pelican crossing on the A4 in Saltford
just a few yards to the east can have to
improve either pedestrian or traffic
problems.
I am not sure whether the A4 has been
de-trunked through Saltford so cannot
comment on whether it is the
responsibility of B&NES or the
Highways Agency. The only sensible
thing to be done at that crossroads is
to remove both pelican crossings and
put proper crossroads traffic lights
across the Manor Road-Beech Road
junction with pedestrian crossing
buttons. This would make one co-
ordinated junction and not two
separate sets of lights to disrupt
traffic. 
There would then be the slight chance
that the flow of traffic could be
marginally improved through the area.

With modern technology, it should be
possible that the lights could be set to
be switched off between the hours of
9pm and 6am but with provision for
their one-off activation if the
pedestrian button is pressed.
If money is to be saved then perhaps
the employment of so many highway
traffic officers at the relevant council,
who clearly do not have enough to do
so that they have to dream up totally
fatuous schemes to justify their
existence, could be reduced.
If anyone can tell me a good reason
for the current works, I shall be
pleased to hear it. Maybe a response
from our parish or B&NES Council
representatives? I presume they know
what is going on in their patch.
J Sirman
Saltford

Share your story
Dear Editor
Do you have a story to share? Do you
have a military service background?
Did you complete National Service?
Did your husband or wife serve in the
Armed Forces?
The West of England Rural Network
(WERN) Village Agents would like to
hear from you as part of a mapping
project that will inform the provision
of support to those who are members
of the Armed Forces family. 
The Rural Hidden Heroes project has
been celebrating the service of
servicemen and women and their
spouses, widows, widowers and
dependents. Many local people have
stepped forward to share their stories

and we would like to bring those
together for an exhibition and
community event.
For more information or to add your
details please email
alison@wern.org.uk or call 01275
333700.
WERN Village Agents

Kingfisher Lodge
Dear Stephen
My mother, who was a resident of
Kingfisher Lodge, sadly died last
week.  She moved to Kingfisher
Lodge after she was diagnosed with a
terminal illness so we knew that
during her stay her condition would
deteriorate and that her life would be
time-limited.
I would like your readers to know that,
despite the well-documented
difficulties which the care home has
faced, she was looked after with
compassion and kindness.  Nearly
every day she told me how happy she
was staying at Kingfisher Lodge and
how lovely the staff were.  
Everyone I encountered, the new
managers, the housekeepers, care staff
and nurses, all treated her with dignity
and respect.  Her end of life care was
excellent and, thankfully, she passed
away very peacefully.  I was by her
side at the time and received
wonderful support from the staff.
I would like to publicly thank
everyone at the home so I'd be very
grateful if you would publish this
letter.
Yours sincerely
Clare Isaac
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LETTERS

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



Royal British Legion
branch needs new home
Dear Editor
The Kingswood and Hanham branch
of the Royal British Legion have been
advised that the lease on our premises
will expire at the end of September
this year and we are now looking for
new ground floor premises which
have an office and a store room, both
of which must be secure. If we cannot
find any suitable premises on the
ground floor, the branch may have to
close.

This would be preferable in the
Kingswood area. If anyone knows of
or has an office and storeroom we
could rent, could they please contact
us on 0117 909 4847. There is an
answer phone should there be no reply
and if possible leave a message. 
H Francis
Branch chairman

Double standards
Dear Stephen
The first public libraries were
provided to educate; once they'd

succeeded, shops sprang up, hiring out
fiction for a nominal sum, and some
still do today. 
No local library today can stock all the
(intended) non-fiction, hence the
public's difficulty in establishing
important truths as required by a
recent poster; the answer is using
internet search engines. 
A pre-infant school child familiarising
itself with books will invariably
colour and scribble on them as
personal objects, and the elderly who
won't/can't take advantage of free
computer tuition can surely be
accommodated by one of the many
groups set up to help them, leaving the
library to supply the internet access
needed to educate adults to the level
of today's adolescents. 
For example, the History of the NHS
website tells you that Nye Bevan
considered the BMA and most
doctors, his worst enemies. A letter in
the BMA Journal described Bevan as
"a complete and uncontrolled
dictator" and the doctors who were co-
operating in creating the NHS
“quislings”. Faced with the threat of
the BMA's withdrawal of co-
operation - as with Mr Hunt - Bevan,
knowing he could not run the NHS
without consultants and doctors,
conceded. GPs could retain the
freedom to run their practices as small
businesses and consultants were given
more money, and both allowed to keep
their private practices and patients. 
Little has changed, though Mr Hunt
had more success. On NHS
privatisation, under 'Old Labour', the
leaders of the TGWU and TUC had
private healthcare to ensure if they

ever needed hospitalisation they
would have access to decent care, and
in the 1980s also encouraged their
affiliated unions to set up similar
schemes for their members. As an
example of double standards,
UNISON sponsored MEDICARE still
cover costs of both NHS and private
care. See www.trade union-
privatehealth.org.uk
M O'Regan

An open letter to the
Prime Minister
Dear Members of Parliament
We hope you are as appalled as we are
with the current George Osborne
story. Where does it fit in with your
vision of a fairer Britain?
In addition to George Osborne earning
a fortune in after-dinner speaking
whilst still supposed to be a full-time
MP, he has taken a part-time job at a
handsome salary with a company he
had dealings with as Chancellor. How 
do we know he made his decisions as
Chancellor with an eye on this future 
reimbursement?
When are some rules going to be put
in place for Members of Parliament to
be required to treat it as a full-time
job? When are ex-Government
Ministers going to be prevented from
taking jobs with firms with which they
had dealings with whilst in
Government?
There is not 'entitlement' to these huge
earnings after they leave Govern-
ment, as was suggested on the radio
today, because some people become
MPs at a young age and have not
accumulated any wealth. George

Osborne was born into millions. Do
not many MPs say they do not go Into
politics for money? Are they to be
believed?
MPs should give over any money they
earn outside their full-time job as MPs
to Parliament if they remain an MP,
unless they earn the money outside
their full-time job hours and it has
nothing to do with their position an
MP or Minister.
This whole episode with Osborne
stinks of imbedded corruption of our
ruling elite and needs you need to deal
with this urgently under your plan for 
the rest of us to view this as a fair
society.
William & Pauline Houghton 
Bath

Please respect
pedestrians
Dear Stephen
For the second time during this past
week as I have been walking home on
the pavement up Bath Hill from
Keynsham, I have had a cyclist riding
a bicycle ring his bell to urge me to get
out of the way.
On the second occasion, it was a man
with his son of around eight years also
on a bicycle and, whilst I understand it
is difficult to ride a bicycle on our
busy roads, surely cyclists should not
expect pedestrians to get out of their
way!   
Can I urge cyclists to respect
pedestrians walking on the pavements
please? 
Hazel Powe 

The Week in • Wednesday 1st February 2017 11

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin

Harry
Francis



12 The Week in • Wednesday 1st February 2017

Crossword ACROSS
7 Stupidity (6)
8 Collie dog featured in a 60s TV series (6)
9 Engrave (4)
10 The rotating part of a dynamo (8)
11 Commonly occurring type of cyst (7)
13 A god or goddess (5)
15 Clean or search thoroughly (5)
17 A ceremonial speech (7)
20 Persistent (8)
21 African plant with medicinal use (4)
23 Lacking fresh air (6)
24 Reveal (6)

DOWN
1 Modify or adapt written work (4)
2 Fuss (6)
3 Ancient Egyptian structure (7)
4 Small, non-rigid airship (5)
5 Blood sucking African fly (6)
6 The text of an opera (8)
12 Imperfectly formed or developed (8)
14 Fidgety (7)
16 Not secure (6)
18 Serios injury to the body (6)
19 The outermost part of a flower (5)
22 Remove forcibly (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Choirs raise
£2500 for
Parkinson’s UK
Fundraising concerts by
Grenville Jones’s choirs
raised £2,500 for
Parkinson’s UK last year.
Grenville chose the
Parkinson's organisation to
benefit and the concerts
featured his Devizes Good
Afternoon Choir, Keyn-
sham Good Afternoon
Choir and The Bath Chorus.
A Christmas CD recorded
by The Bath Chorus also
contributed to the total
raised.
Grenville said:
“The members of my choirs
are brilliant when it comes
to supporting local charities
and this year with the Bath
Male Choir we will be
doing all we can to support
the British Heart
Foundation.”

The mobile speed cameras are again scheduled to enforce at
these locations in our area this week.
In B&NES, they will be monitoring speeds on the A431
Kelston Road as well as in Keynsham on Albert Road,
Wellsway, Chandag Road, Charlton Park, Charlton Road and
Queens Road.
In Bristol expect to see them on Stockwood Lane as well as
in Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road, Talbot Road,
Broomhill Road and Wick Road.
Motorists on Snowdon Road in Fishponds and the A432
Fishponds Road are being targeted and the cameras will also
be out and about in St George on Air Balloon Road and Nags
Head Hill.
In South Gloucestershire roads being monitored include the
A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction1 of the M32, the A432
Badminton Road south of the ring road, the A420 at Warmley
and Wick, the A431 Bath Road at Bitton, Abbots Road in
Hanham, Blackhorse Road in Mangotsfield, Court Farm
Road in Longwell Green, Tenniscourt Road and Court Road
in Kingswood, Craven Way in Barrs Court and Mill Lane,
Oldland.

Three masked and weapon-wielding burglars
forced their way into a house on Castle Road
in Kingswood and used violence against the
homeowners and their young children.
The raid happened at around 7.30pm on Monday
23rd January. The offenders, who police say were
white, were wearing hooded tops and had their
faces covered.  They left the scene with a number
of items in a red vehicle thought to be an A Class
Mercedes or an Audi.
DI Roger Doxsey said: “This was a terrifying
experience for the victims, which included young
children. The suspects used violence against the

victims and were armed with a crowbar and a
hammer.”
He said a robust investigation was being carried
out including extensive house-to-house inquiries
in the local area.
“Any information, no matter how insignificant
you think it might be, could prove crucial to use
finding those responsible and bringing them to
justice.”
If you can help police with their inquiries call 101
quoting reference 5217016741.Alternatively,
information can be left anonymously on
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Kingswood 

Armed intruders carry out
violent attack on young family

Watch your speed

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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The free 230-space car park
at Halls Road has closed
and will remain shut for
most of the year, sparking
concerns about the impact
on the town centre.
Lidl is knocking down the old
Co-op store, which closed in
summer 2015, and building a
new one. The car park shut as
of yesterday (Tuesday) with
Lidl saying it will be out of
use until “pre-Christmas
2017” because of the
redevelopment works. The
company has apologised for
the inconvenience.
The existing car park has 230
vehicle parking spaces and
the new layout will have 200.
But whereas one-and-a-half-
hours' free parking was
previously offered, Lidl has
agreed that when the new
store opens, a minimum of
two hours' free parking will
be provided for both its
customers and those wanting
to use the town centre
facilities. 
Hoardings have gone up
around the old Co-op store
and on Monday the
neighbouring Poundstretcher
incorporating the Pet Hut
store was being gutted. A sign
on the door said: “We

regretfully announce the
closure of Kingswood store
which will cease trading on
Saturday 21st January 17.
Your nearest Poundstretcher
stores will be Fishponds High
Street and Brislington Retail
Park.”
This week Gareth Manson,
chair of Kingswood Business

Association, said: 'Traders,
residents and councillors are
naturally concerned that the
loss of parking may affect
Kingswood town centre. 
“KBA is negotiating with
owners of the Kings Chase
Shopping Centre car park and
is working closely with the
Kings Chase Shopping

Centre to help with any
imminent parking issues in
the town centre.” 
“We are hoping to negotiate

reduced parking charges, at
least for an initial period, but
negotiations are at an early
stage.”

Kingswood 

Concerns as free town centre car park closes
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With the inaugural West
of England mayoral
election taking place on
4th May, four candidates
have so far thrown their
hats into the ring.
Last year Bristol City
Council, Bath & North East
Somerset Council and South
Gloucestershire Council
voted for devolution which
involves a single directly-
elected 'Metro Mayor'.
North Somerset Council
rejected being part of the
£1bn deal which will be
spread over 30 years, saying
it was not attractive enough
to support.
The city of Bristol has a
Labour mayor, Marvin
Rees, but the other
authorities are run by the

Tories.
The Conservatives have
announced that Tim Bowles
is their candidate to become
the new Metro Mayor,
working with the three
councils to invest £1bn into
transport, housing, skills

training and business
support, along with other
devolved powers.
A South Gloucestershire
councillor for
Winterbourne, his initial
priorities include producing
a clear strategy to boost
economic growth and
prosperity for locals,
developing long-term
solutions for the region's
transport and housing needs,
attracting new businesses
and supporting existing
ones to provide
opportunities throughout the
region, and improving
higher education.
Currently working as a new
business manager for a
global events company, he
said: “I want to bring
together my experiences in
politics and business to
serve the region so that we
build an economy that
works for everyone.”
Labour members have
picked Peasedown St John
parish councillor Lesley
Mansell, an NHS equality
and diversity manager, as
their candidate. She
supported Jeremy Corbyn's
leadership campaign and
backed Remain in the
European Referendum. 
She said: “This election
gives us the opportunity to
take a joined-up approach to
the issues faced by the West
of England. We have
fantastic Labour councillors
around this combined
authority, and a Labour
Mayor who is making great
strides in Bristol. It is time
to join up the good work

that goes on around this
region and make it work for
everyone living in the West
of England.
“I look forward to
demonstrating that I am the
most skilled and competent
candidate in this mayoral
race, and will truly deliver
for the electorate.”
The Greens' candidate is
Darren Hall. He stood for
the party in Bristol West in
the 2015 Parliamentary
elections, knocking the Lib

Dems into third place. 
He said: "Our region is
home to top quality jobs but
we have to make sure they
are fit for the future, as well
as offering opportunities for
all those that aren't currently
part of that success story.
People want to be able to
live somewhere, get to work
easily and cheaply, and have
a secure, meaningful job.
Most would also like to be
able to do all that in a way
that doesn't ruin the planet.” 
With experience as an
engineer, the director of
social enterprises, and
working with government at
all levels, he feels he can go

beyond local politics and
deliver positive change.
UKIP have selected farmer

and entrepreneur Aaron
Foot who previously ran for
Police & Crime Commis-
sioner for the Gloucester-
shire Constab-ulary in 2015.
He said: “For many people
within the new West of
England combined
authority, choosing the
region's first Metro Mayor
will be an important
decision for them.
Therefore, it's absolutely
crucial, that come May,
voters aren't restricted to
choosing between a
selection of career
politicians that are almost
indistinguishable from one
and other. With me on the
ballot, they'll have the
opportunity to vote for
someone completely
different.
“If elected I will work with
everyone across the new
West of England Mayoral
Combined Authority, and I
firmly believe that direct
democracy can and will
deliver outstanding levels of
service and will ensure all
voices are heard.”

Who will become the first
West of England Mayor?
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SITUATIONS VACANT

£ EXTRA
INCOME

Do you have
10-25 hours spare

each week? 
Visit live-your-dreams.co.uk

and then call Phil  

The police crackdown on
inconsiderate parking by
parents near primary
schools in the St George
area has resulted in
warning letters sent to
more than 50 drivers, with
some tickets also issued.
Police have increased
patrols during school drop-
off and pick-up times. The
St George Neighbourhood
Forum heard last
Wednesday that the
problem had decreased
“dramatically”.

St George 

Parking
culprits
targeted

St George

Learn more about library swipe cards
Three sessions are taking place in St George Library this
month for people to find out more - and sign up - to
electronic swipe card access.
St George Library is closed this week for building works to
introduce the system which will allow registered customers to
use the library outside of staffed hours. 
The extended access will mean the library will be open for an
additional 35 hours a week - from 8am to 7pm weekdays.

The sessions are on Tuesday 7th February from 10.30am to
12.30pm, on Wednesday 8th February from 2pm to 4pm and on
Monday 13th February from 5pm to 6.45pm. 
Tea, coffee and biscuits will be available at the sessions and
extra staff will be on hand to answer questions.
Extended access is also being trialled at Stockwood and
Westbury-on-Trym libraries.

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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There are plans to continue the Neighbourhood
Partnership scheme in Bristol even though funding is
being cut.
The city council needs to find savings of more than
£100m over the next five years and funding for the
Partnership scheme is set to be one of the casualties.
There are14 Neighbourhood Partnerships across the
city, bringing together local people, community
groups, the council, police and local businesses to
take action on things that are important for each
area. 
The council says it now believes there are more
efficient ways of working with local communities
than the Neighbourhood Partnership scheme.
St George West councillor Asher Craig, who is also
the council's Cabinet member for Neighbourhoods,
told last week's meeting of the St George
Neighbourhood Forum that the Partnerships
wouldn't be run as they have been over the last six
years.
She said the council was keen not to lose the goodwill
but the scheme would have to be reshaped and built
from the bottom up, rather than top down.

Neighbourhood
Partnerships
'will continue' 

The next meeting of the Roads,
Transport, Parking & Infrastructure
Topic Group will take place tomorrow
(Thursday 2nd February) at 6pm in the
Fellowship Room of the Key Centre.
This is one of five different resident groups
working on the formulation of a
Neighbourhood Development Plan for
Keynsham. The others are:
• Heritage, Culture, Tourism, Marketing &

Development of the Built Environment.
• Recreation, Leisure, Sport, Health &

Community Education
• Sustainability, Environmental &

Ecological
• Business Employment & Economic

Growth
A Neighbourhood Development Plan
empowers residents to have a say in the way
their communities develop in the future and
can influence planning policy
considerations in areas, such as new home
building and infrastructure. 
Local parishes and community groups are
active around the country in producing their
own neighbourhood plans and other areas
locally include Fishponds, Midsomer

Norton and Whitchurch (see page 22).
Not surprisingly for Keynsham, the Roads,
Transport, Parking and Infrastructure Group
has proved particularly popular with large
attendances at its meetings and a healthy
turnout for the recent series of walking tours
around Keynsham town centre organised by
the group chairman Terry Edwards. 
Commenting on this week's meeting he said:
“This will be our fourth meeting and is sure
to address some critical aspects of the
emerging Development Plan.
“So far the group, which has approximately
40 participants overall, has had three
intensely productive meetings, and topics
have been wide-ranging including
addressing issues of pinch points, public
transport services, parking, cycleways,
roads and congestion. Our meetings are
always open to any Keynsham resident and
I would like to encourage anyone who
wishes to have their say on the future of
Keynsham in respect of transport and
infrastructure to join us on Thursday.”
For more information visit www.keynsham-
tc.gov.uk

Keynsham 

Neighbourhood
Development
Plan meeting

Planning the future for Keynsham town centre
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment

Our next Out & About feature is out on 1st March.
To promote your event, pub or restaurant the deadline for advertising is

Friday 24th February.

Call us on 0117 9860381 

George Michael tribute Discover industrialist's legacy
The next guided footpath walk jointly organised by Bitton
and Hanham Abbots parish councils is on Sunday 19th
February at 2.30pm.
Meeting in Hazelbury Drive, off Mill Lane, North Common,
this is quite an urban walk, so dry underfoot.
It will follow the history of William Champion, who in the
18th century pioneered the commercial production of zinc in
Europe, and includes historic features around the area. 
For further details contact Clive Brett on 0117 329 5183,
0743 486 9429 or email clive@brett.org.uk

Scouts'
Gang Show

Art and craft workshops   

The 37th Kingswood Scouts
will be presenting their Gang
Show 2017 at St Stephen's
Church Hall from Wednesday
15th February to Saturday 18th
February.
Tickets are £6 per adult, £3 per
child (0-18) and £15 per family
(two adults and two children).
Email
kristine.lockwood@blueyonde
r.co.uk or call 0117 9096400.

Panto invitation
Oooh Arrr Productions, an up-and-coming Bristol-based
company focusing on theatre and film work, are inviting
people to Bath Spa University's Newton Park campus at
Newton St Loe on Sunday 5th February where they will be
staging a mini version of the original panto Cinderella that
they are taking on tour this year. They are looking to try out
new material and see what reaction it gets. 
The suggested entry fee is £2 but you can pay more or less.
The panto will run from 7.30pm to 8.45pm.
Find out more at
https://www.facebook.com/oooharrrproductions/

On Saturday 25th February Cam Valley Arts Trail Group
will be running a day of workshops in Timsbury at the
Conygre Hall. This is a great opportunity to come along and
try different art and creative techniques. 
You will be amazed at how much you can do in a couple of
hours and have something made by you to take home. There
will be workshops in modern calligraphy, lino cutting,
textile screen printing, fused glass work and batik. 
To book your place go to
http://www.camvalleyartstrail.co.uk 

Entertainment acts are usually booked many
months in advance but this month's George
Michael Tribute Night at Somerdale
Pavilion has obviously become even more
poignant now.
Robert Taylor has been a professional singer
for over 15 years but was always a lifelong
fan of George Michael. When people began
commenting on the similarity in his voice he
decided it was time to pay the ultimate
tribute to his hero. For the last few years he
has taken his tribute act to venues
throughout the UK and abroad and his visit
to Keynsham will pay ultimate homage to
the much missed star.
The George Michael Tribute Night at
Somerdale Pavilion is on Saturday 18th
February from 7.30pm. Tickets cost £10 for

members and £12 for non-members. Call
0117 9865 787 for more details.
Make a note in your diaries too for the next
Take That Tribute Night featuring Lee
Stinchcombe, fresh from his appearance on
BBC's 'Let It Shine.' The first of two
appearances at Somerdale Pavilion this year
is on Saturday 29th July.
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ChoirJam in concert with
The Magnificent MKA47 

Biggest game ever for
Keynsham Town Ladies
This Sunday (5th February) at 1pm
at the AJN Stadium, Keynsham
Town Ladies will be playing in the
hottest game in their history as they
take on super league Durham in the
3rd round of the SSE FA Women's
Cup.
Now the lowest ranked team in the
competition the Keynsham outfit
have battled through the qualifying
rounds and two proper rounds with
every tie being away from home.
Now they face a professional side
that trains every day, has a budget of
more than £100,000 and is divisions
and leagues above them in the

pyramid. It's a daunting task, but one
the players will relish says their
manager Barrie Newton.
Entry for this clash is £3 by glossy
programme. The club reports they
have had several requests from
around the country for copies of the
match day programme which
appears to be becoming a collector's
item.
The club also have a local derby this
Saturday when Keynsham's U16
side take on their counterparts from
Fry's in the Somerset County Cup,
semi-final, kicking off at 11.30am.

Now a Keynsham institution and
well-known for their fun-filled
performances, ChoirJam pop choir
will be bringing their unique brand
of pop to St John's Church on
Saturday 11th March.
Accompanied by their live band,
their dynamic and eclectic set
includes songs from George
Michael, Marvin Gaye, Bette Midler
and many more.
Joining them with their Georgian-
inspired harmonies and serious
silliness will be The Magnificent
MKA47. Hailing from Ashton
Keynes, they will take to the stage to
prove they can truly live up to the
claim of perhaps being the best all-

bloke singing troupe ever to escape
from the depths of North, North
Wiltshire. 
Doors and the bar open at 7pm and
the concert starts at 7.30pm. Tickets
are £10 in advance or £12 on the
door, and £8 for concessions (under-
18s, students and unemployed on
production of proof). They are
available from St John's Parish
Office on 0117 9863354 or from
www.keynshamtickets.cloudvenue.c
o.uk
There will be a retiring collection for
MHA Music Therapy Appeal Bristol
which provides sessions for people
living with dementia.  
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The first Big Womble of the year
took place in Keynsham on
Saturday when about 30 Wombles
including young families turned up
to litter-pick in the roads around
Broadmead Lane, Waitrose, KFC
and Domino's. 
Jo Page, from Keynsham Wombles,
said the event was “hugely
successful” with more than 40 sacks
of rubbish collected, along with at
least one tyre and a fire extinguisher.
Jo said: “There was a TV stuck in a
ditch, but despite getting a rope, we
had to give up on that one. We had
great weather until the rainstorm,
which ended it a little bit early, but

only 20 minutes or so.
“Our next Big Womble is on 4th
March from 2pm to 4pm. It starts at
various points around Keynsham,
with people working towards the park,
where there will be tea and cake in the
Bowls Club.”
The event is being run in conjunction
with Keep Britain Tidy's Great British
Spring Clean event. The start points
have yet to be finalised so if you are
interested in joining in, email
womble@transitionkeynsham.org
The Wombles are one of Keynsham
Waitrose's Community Matters green
token scheme groups this month and
ask people to show their support.

MOATivation, the community
conservation group which looks after
historic Barrs Court Moat, is looking
to recruit more volunteers to help at
its next work day and with the annual
Pick-nic in the Park in the summer.
An open afternoon is being held at
Cadbury Heath Library on Friday
17th February from 1pm to 3pm for
people to find out more about the
group, which works to maintain and
improve the moat and open space on
Stephens Drive, providing a clean
environment for wildlife and a
valuable heritage and leisure resource
for everyone. 
Over tea, coffee and cake, there will
be the chance to chat to current
volunteers about what they do and
how you can play a part.

The Barrs Court housing estate takes
its name from the moated mansion
which once stood there. The moat is
an ancient monument dating back to
at least the 14th century and borders a
range of old ruins and a large grassed
area where the house once stood. The
old large tithe barn is now the Barrs
Court Inn.
The spring work day is on Sunday
26th February from 11am to 3pm
when members will be cutting back
foliage, picking up litter and clearing
the moat. All tools and materials are
supplied.  
If you are interested in joining, call
Lis Jardine on 0117 3309384, email
barrscourtmoat@gmail.com or send
a message via
www.facebook.com/barrscourtmoat

Keynsham

Wombles collect
over 40 sacks
of rubbish

Barrs Court

Play your part in
preserving ancient
heritage site
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Keynsham 

'New-to-
you' sale
Last week we featured
an article on teenage
cousins Molly Hale and
Leah Gould who are
raising money for the
children's ward at
Bath Royal United
Hospital with a 'new-
to-you' table top sale.
We have been asked to
confirm that the event
on Saturday 4th
February at St Francis'
Church Hall in
Warwick Road, Keyn-
sham, is running from
11am to 3pm.

Proposals to make road safer
People have until tomorrow (Thursday) to have their say on
a package of proposed improvements to the busy A4175
Station Road Link, which cuts through Siston Common. 
South Gloucestershire Council wants to make it safer to cross
the road and get motorists to stick to the speed limit, as well as
improving accessibility to bus services.
About 15,000 vehicles a day use Station Road Link, which
connects the A4174 ring road to New Cheltenham, Soundwell,
Rodway, Mangotsfield and Staple Hill, and monitoring revealed
average speeds above the 30mph limit with some going as fast
as 50mph.
There is a subway but this can be a significant detour and some
people are too scared to use it.
Local residents have repeatedly asked for traffic management
measures and better pedestrian facilities, and now funding has
been made available.
The proposals include timber gateway features on Station Road
Link to reinforce the speed transition from the ring road to the
30mph limit.
There is a crossing place with dropped kerbs at a traffic splitter
island and the council plans to reduce the crossing distance by
building out the footway.
None of the bus stops on Station Road Link, nor at the top of

nearby Anchor Road, have accessible kerbing for people with
mobility problems and there are no bus shelters on Station Road
Link, though Anchor Road does have shelters. 
The improvements include accessible boarding kerbs at the bus
stops by Siston Common roundabout on Anchor Road to
improve access to Services 7, 86 and 948, along with real time
passenger information displays.
Formal bus stop clearway road markings are also proposed on
Station Road Link. And there are related proposals to lay
double yellow lines at the junction of Siston Common on the
Siston Park side of the link road.
Have your say on the council's website under Consultations or
call 01454 863398.
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Well over 100 Whitchurch residents
attended the launch of their village's
Neighbourhood Plan which they hope
will help them fend off plans to thrust
3,500 homes on their Green Belt land. 
Neighbourhood Plans, introduced by the
2011 Localism Act, give communities
more control over the type, location,
size, pace and design of development in
their areas, and the unveiling of
Whitchurch's Draft Plan last week is the
culmination of more than two years'
hard work. 
When approved, the plan, which looks
at the future of the village up to the year

2042, will have legal status.
Whitchurch Village has just over 500
homes and is already taking a 200-home
development on land between Sleep
Lane and Staunton Lane, on top of the
47 that Barrett Homes have built at
Sleep Lane. But under the West of
England authorities' Joint Spatial Plan
(JSP) revealed last year, 250 acres south
east of Whitchurch is earmarked for
development on land which would be
taken out of the Green Belt to help meet
the region's housing shortfall. A Park &
Ride is also proposed.
At the public meeting held last Tuesday at the Royal British Legion Club, Cllr

Paul May, who represents Whitchurch &
Pensford on B&NES Council and is
joint chair of the Plan with Alyson
Lampard, revealed that around 250
letters had been sent by locals to object
to the massive housing development,
fearing it would destroy the village and
turn it into a suburb of Bristol. 
In total, there were some 1,300
responses from across B&NES, Bristol,
South Gloucestershire and North
Somerset to the regional consultation.
Land is being identified to cover the
shortfall of 39,000 houses from a total of
105,000 new homes forecast over the
next 20 years. All the feedback is
currently being evaluated and

considered.
Cllr May told villagers that the
Neighbourhood Plan before them was
version 23 as so much had happened to
change the document since work began
on it. The objectives of the
Neighbourhood Plan are to maintain the
village's identity and increase
sustainability; manage and maintain the
green buffer between village and city;
ensure new development is integrated
within the village, as well as seeking
improvements for the community
arising from future growth, such as a
village shop, local employment growth,
a park and a new school in a safe
location.

Whitchurch 

Residents draw battlelines as they
fight for their village's survival

Air quality monitoring at the crossroads has revealed pollution is above safe levels.

Whitchurch treasures its green fields
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Another key objective is to deal with the
impacts of the A37 including traffic and
safety. Traffic on the main road which
bisects the village has increased by a
third since 2000.
Cllr May said he had seen people take
three-quarters of an hour to pull out on
to the A47 from Woollard Lane at peak
times. Meanwhile air quality monitoring
at the crossroads by the Maes Knoll pub
has revealed pollution is above safe
levels. The plan says there is a need for
improved pedestrian and cycle routes
through the village.
The deadline for comments on the Draft
Plan is 7th March before it goes on its
next round of consultation, which will
be conducted by Bath and North East
Somerset Council. A planning inspector
will examine the document and there
will have to be a local referendum
before the plan is finally adopted.
Cllr May said the team had worked
closely with B&NES Council officers to
make sure the policies being proposed
would withstand scrutiny in court if
future developers challenged the
Neighbourhood Plan.
The Draft Plan can be downloaded at
www.wvnp.org.uk and a hard copy can
be viewed at the parish council office at
the community centre on Bristol Road.
If you would like a hard copy call 01275
839873. 
Meanwhile this Saturday Cllr May,
along with leading campaigners Jill
Britten and Mary Walsh, are due to meet
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-
Mogg to discuss the 3,500 homes and
the proposals for a Park & Ride. 

The Whitchurch Village Vision
'Whitchurch Village wishes to remain as a distinct, stable, separate and sustainable
community in a valuable Green Belt setting. It will work with developers and the new
communities to achieve improvements and integration for all of its residents'

Waiting to join the A37 can require patience

Sleep Lane



A new salon catering just for
children has opened in
Keynsham.
Kidz Cuts is at the back of
Café Crème in the High
Street.
As a mum herself, salon
owner Kayleigh knows that a
trip to the hairdresser with
youngsters can be a stressful
time. She says: “Getting your
kids' hair cut shouldn't make
you want to pull yours out.” 
The salon is completely

geared up to making the
experience fun for children
with special chairs including
a Ferrari for them to sit in. As
well as cuts, the salon offer
hair styling and pampering
including nails and glitter
tattoos.
See the salon's advert below
for prices and opening times.
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Park & Ride services
start accepting
contactless payments
Bus passengers using Brislington, Long Ashton and Portway
Park & Ride services can now pay for their travel using their
contactless debit and credit cards.
It is part of a trial of the state-of-the-art technology by local
operator First Bristol with a full roll-out expected by 2018.
First Bristol is making a big push to reduce boarding times,
make its buses more punctual and speed up journey times. 
Last year the company undertook an experiment to find out how
much faster boarding is if people use its increasingly popular
mTickets. Paying by cash is by far the slowest means of getting
on the bus, taking around 14 seconds per person, whereas using
the mTicket smartphone app takes less than three seconds - so
four times faster. Boarding with contactless is estimated to be
twice as fast as boarding with cash.
Contactless is a simple, easy and secure way to pay for bus
travel without the need for cash and is now accepted on the
three Park & Rides as an alternative payment method to cash or
mTickets.
The bus company says it wants to make sure all technical issues
are ironed out before the contactless payment concept is rolled
out across its Bristol fleet. First is also working towards
enabling other contactless payment methods, such as Apple Pay
or the Android phone equivalent in the future.
Bristol Mayor Marvin Rees said he wanted to see a public
transport network more accessible and easier for everyone to
use and was pleased to see First trialling this technology on the
Park & Ride routes.
To encourage customers to switch from cash, First is making
the purchase of tickets using the phone app cheaper than fares
bought from the driver. Last October First froze its mTicket
fares but increased on-bus bought single journey fares by 20p,
the first of a two-stage fare increase.
As of April, on-bus bought single fares will rise by another 30p
to £2 for journeys under three miles and £3 for journeys of
between three and six miles whereas mTicket single journey
prices will remain at 2013 levels and 50p cheaper than tickets
bought from the driver.
To find out more go to www.bristolparkandride.com

Plans to turn a Victorian factory into 26 homes
with 14 parking spaces went on show last
Wednesday.
Peter Wood, from Angus Meek Architects, and
Kevin Draper, from Christian Grant
Properties, were at the St George
Neighbourhood Forum meeting to talk and
answer questions about the scheme to
redevelop Olympia House in Beaconsfield
Road.
They are keen to get feedback from the
community before submitting plans to Bristol
City Council.
Mr Wood said the building has “immense

character” and the plan is to retain as much of
it as possible. The redevelopment includes
knocking down some single-storey buildings
and creating a new block and opening up a
courtyard.
The building, which is not in good condition,
is understood to have started out as a boot
factory. Now just a small part of it is occupied
by a family-run copy and printing business
which is planning to relocate.
The architects and Christian Grant Properties
also worked together recently on Rhian Place
in Hanham Road, Kingswood, a development
of 10 apartments.

St George

Plans to convert factory into housing

A salon just for kids
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Kingswood & Hanham 

Royal British
Legion branch
under threat

Wartime memories
evoked after letter
in The Week In
In Issue 456 we published a letter asking
if anyone could remember a Royal
Artillery gun nicknamed Mangotsfield
Maggie which was based on land opposite
Rodway Common during the Second
World War to attack enemy aircraft.
Cliff Wheeler, 91, from Warmley, read the
letter written by local councillor Michael
Bell on behalf of his constituent Pete
Selway.
Mr Wheeler recalls the wartime military
camp at Rodway Farm, where Mangotsfield
School stands now, and remembers seeing
an ack-ack gun positioned about 50 yards
back from the road. 
He also recalls striking up friendships with
the ATS girls based at the camp. At the time
he was a shop boy at Roll-Royce and living
in Downend. He was sheltering in a bomb
shelter at Patchway one day when the
neighbouring one took a direct hit, killing
many people.
Mr Wheeler was later called up and became
a private in the Cheshire Regiment until the
end of the war. Afterwards he went back to

Rolls-Royce for the rest of his working life,
rising to become a senior planner.
Tony Webb, from Doynton, also got in touch
as a result of the article in the paper. His
father John was a tenant farmer at
neighbouring Lodge Farm during the war,
and from 1982 until the mid-1990s Tony
was a tenant at Rodway Farm itself. He
recalls ploughing up items from those
wartime years including pipes and cables. 
Another source of information says there
were anti-aircraft battery at Mangotsfield
from 1941 and that 'Maggie' was most likely
not just one 'supergun' but rather like the
legendary 'Purdown Percy', a group of guns.
These heavy anti-aircraft guns fired salvoes
that boomed across Bristol, giving the
impression of a very large gun.
Meanwhile Downend Local History Society
has been unable to find any photos of the
camp or guns. Malcolm Coles, from the
society, said: “The only written evidence we
appear to have on the camp is in a book we
published, All our Yesterdays, which is still
available from DLHS. In it a Mrs Cormack,
who lived at No 1 Rodway Hill from 1938
recalls living next door to the camp and
various details of happenings at the camp.”

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

The Kingswood & Hanham branch of the Royal
British Legion is under threat after being told the
lease on its premises will expire at the end of
September.
The branch is based in a ground-floor office at
Kingswood Entertainment & Sports Club (KES) in
Regent Street, formerly known as the British Legion
Club. The relaunch, about a year ago, was aimed at
attracting the local community to its central
position.
Privately-run KES says it now needs the space and
has offered the branch the chance to relocate to an
upstairs room in the building. However, as most of
the committee members are elderly, they do not feel
they can cope with the stairs, especially during the
Poppy Appeal season when equipment and money
boxes are moved to and fro.
The branch, which has been going since 1927, helps
service and ex-service personnel and their
dependants. The office is currently open on Monday
and Thursdays between 10am and noon.
The branch is looking for new ground-floor
premises which have an office and a store room,
both of which must be secure.
Branch chairman Harry Francis said: “If we cannot
find any suitable premises on the ground floor, the
branch may have to close.”
Ideally the club wants to be in the Kingswood area.
Contact 0117 9094847 if you know of anywhere
suitable.
See Letters, page 10

Cliff Wheeler
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The demolition of the old Intier factory site in Bitton has
taken place and work is now under way on the next phase
of the redevelopment which involves dealing with
contaminated land and groundwater beneath. 
Linden will be building more than 100 homes on the site off
Bath Road which has been empty since the factory closed in
2006. There had been industry on the site since 1761, including
brass and paper mills.
Work is also under way on the new roads and sewers between
the entrance at the Bath Road junction and the listed gatehouse
which provides access to the main part of the site. 
After this, work will start on two new pedestrian crossings on
the busy Bath Road - one near Harrington Close, which is due
to start in May and the second outside The Meadows Primary
School, which will be installed during the summer holiday to
minimise disruption.
Meanwhile infilling to raise the site levels is due to start in
March. This requires lorry loads of material being imported and
will take about seven months.
Work is due to start on the first homes in April and they will be
built at the front of the site where the old red-brick Dacora
building and former chapel stood.
Linden are hoping to launch the development - which is being
marketed as Bitton Mill -  in late spring or early summer, with
the first homes completed by the end of this year.

Outline planning permission has been
granted to demolish the New Kingdom Hall
off Charlton Road and construct eight
apartments in a new, three-storey building.
The original application was originally lodged
in 2015 and raised concerns over public rights
of way and affordable housing. At the time of
the application, it was a stipulation that 15% of
the properties built would have to be classed as
'affordable', something which applicants Hill
Developments claimed would make the
project unsustainable. 

However, a subsequent change in Government
planning policy guidelines has meant the
restriction no longer applies.
Concerns were also raised at the time that the
development would be built over a public right
of way which runs around both sides of the
building and connects the walkway next to the
Old Bank pub with the Tesco car park. There

were also concerns over the pedestrian access
to the rear of the Conservative Club but the
right of way was reinforced following a public
inquiry in 2011. The developers subsequently
came back to the council with revised plans
which would keep the footpaths clear of the
new development.
While granting outline permission for layout
and access at this stage, a further application
will be required to approve the mass and scale
of the development.  Despite another three-
storey development already being completed
in the vicinity, several objections to the size
and impact on privacy of surrounding
residents were lodged to the original
application. 
Outline permission has also been granted for a
convenience store, 15 flats and a maisonette on
the site of Milands House on Rock Road. A
previous application for a four-storey building
with flats, retail and office space was refused
in March 2015 and the decision upheld at an
appeal later that year. The revised scheme also
received objections from residents and
Keynsham Town Council, arguing that the
development was still overbearing and the
need for additional retail space questionable.
However, the planning officer, in
recommending the proposal, considered the
reduced, three-storey building on a smaller
footprint had addressed the issues of bulk and
that the loss of office space for retail and
residential use was appropriate.

Bitton

Work progressing
on brownfield site
being redeveloped
for housing

Keynsham

Planning permission
granted for two
controversial schemes

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
New Kingdom Hall

Milands House
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Sudoku Solutions

3 9 5 8 1 7 4 2 6
2 7 8 9 6 4 5 3 1
4 1 6 2 3 5 7 8 9
1 4 3 6 5 8 9 7 2
8 2 9 4 7 3 6 1 5
5 6 7 1 9 2 8 4 3
9 8 4 3 2 6 1 5 7
6 5 2 7 8 1 3 9 4
7 3 1 5 4 9 2 6 8

6 7 4 9 1 5 8 3 2
2 1 3 8 7 4 6 9 5
8 9 5 3 6 2 7 4 1
4 8 9 5 3 6 2 1 7
7 5 2 1 8 9 4 6 3
3 6 1 4 2 7 5 8 9
5 3 8 2 4 1 9 7 6
9 4 7 6 5 3 1 2 8
1 2 6 7 9 8 3 5 4

2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
E B P B T L

I D I O C Y L A S S I E
I T R I E B

E T C H A R M A T U R E
E M P S E

F I B R O I D D E I T Y
N D F T

S C O U R O R A T I O N
H N C E R

C O N S T A N T A L O E
A A L F U U

S T U F F Y U N M A S K
E E X L A T
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Accountancy
Services

Advertising

Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Appliances

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Car Services

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Carers

Dance Classes

Electrical

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Electrical Electrical

Fencing

Furniture Makers

Garden Services Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

Home
Maintenance
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

Laundry
Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

DEADLINE
FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY
ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Plastering

Pet Services

Pallets

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

LPs & Vinyl
LADY IN HER 70'S seeks new
female holiday/trip friends. If
interest please come along to
Pomegranate, Keynsham Monday
6th Feb 11am for a coffee and a
chat. Staff will point you in right
direction. 

Holidays

Plumbers
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Directory & What’s On

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers

Skip Hire

TVs

TVs

Woodburners

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

Sewing Lessons

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Venue Hire

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks
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