
There were hopes this week
of extra funding to speed up
the year-long viaduct repair
and improvement works
needed on the busiest section

of the ring road amid
concerns about the impact on
traffic - including the new
MetroBus.
The work on the southern

section of the Bromley Heath
Viaduct means it needs to be
completely closed to all
vehicles, with all westbound
traffic, cyclists and pedestrians

diverted onto the northern
viaduct. 
This will result in one lane of
vehicular traffic each way,
halving the capacity of the

route and causing long queues
and traffic delays, especially at
peak times. A report to South
Gloucestershire councillors
today warns that lane closures
on this section of the A4174
can cause tailbacks of up to
8km and delays of up to two
hours at peak times, “choking
the adjacent road network and
putting stress on the M4 and
M32”.

Continued on page 3
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Continued from page 1
Nevertheless, the Environment &
Communities Committee was due to
accept the advice of highway officers
to get the strengthening and
improvement work done on the viaduct
in one hit starting this summer, rather
than spread it out over the next few
years. If the work is not carried out, the
viaduct will gradually deteriorate and
could lead to a ban on HGVs using it,
reducing it to a single lane or even
closure. The Northern Fringe to
Hengrove section of the MetroBus has
a target opening date of autumn 2017
and the report warns of the effect of the
viaduct works on the rapid transit

system: “The length of tailbacks and
delays predicted during the early stage
of operation of MetroBus could
undermine the modal shift away from
the private car that MetroBus aspires to
achieve. 
“Minimising the duration of the work
will be critical to reducing the impact
on MetroBus operations and
reputation.”
Close liaison is taking place with the
MetroBus team to mitigate the impact
of the works on the timetable and bus
travel times.
The report says a detailed traffic
management scheme has been
prepared to try to ease the impact and

plans outlined include changes to lanes
on the Bromley Heath roundabout to
smooth traffic flow. Traffic signal
junctions will be altered to maximise
the flow of traffic around the area and
temporary traffic road orders are being
investigated to help manage the impact
of traffic in nearby communities.
The viaduct is on the busiest part of the
A4174, which in turn is the busiest
local road in the West of England,
carrying up to 52,000 vehicles per day.
This is forecast to rise to 60,000 by
2020 with the major housing and
employment development being
planned. The southern viaduct was
built in 1968 and has received little
major maintenance since it was
improved in the late 1980s, when it
was modified to provide the shared
footway and cycleway. Wear and tear
has weakened it and the path does not
meet current design standards for
safety. Funding for the £5.9m project,
which includes widening the foot and
cycle path, is coming from Department
for Transport grants. The work is
scheduled to take 12 months but could
be slashed to 22 weeks if £3.7m of
extra funding can be found.

Continued on page 4
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MetroBus is being billed as a
quick, reliable and affordable
public transport system.
It will work like a tram only it
runs on tyres and instead of
rails it uses bus lanes and
guided busways.
It will be connected to the
traffic light system to ensure it
moves quickly past other road
vehicles and if you miss one,
there will be another along in
just a few minutes.
For MetroBus to work it has to
be quick and reliable and
cannot get caught up in traffic.

To overcome this, new bus
lanes and bus gates are being
built. 
There are three MetroBus
routes - Ashton Vale to Temple
Meads and Bristol city centre,
the North Fringe to Hengrove
and the South Bristol Link.
(The South Bristol Link Road
officially opened this week).
MetroBus will be operated on a
commercial basis by private
contractors in partnership with
Bristol, North Somerset and
South Gloucestershire
councils. Operators are in final

negotiations and they are
expected to be announced this
month when timetables and
ticket prices will be made
known.
The disruption caused by
MetroBus works has been
widely criticised as have the
rising costs which are well over
£200m.
Find out more at
www.travelwest.info/metrobus
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THE WEEK IN Imperial Windows
Imperial Windows and its customers are unaffected by the
collapse of Enterprise Insurance in 2016. This company
used to underwrite the insurance backed guarantee which
we provide for each of our clients. Guarantees are still
valid with cover provided by an alternative underwriter.
Customers who may have received correspondence from
the liquidators of Enterprise Insurance are not required to
take any action. Imperial Windows has been trading for
the last 25 years and will continue to do so for much longer.

Continued from page 3
The report says approaches
have been made to the
Department for Transport and
West of England Local
Enterprise Partnership “to
explore if either party is in a
position to provide additional
funding to enable the works to
be accelerated on the basis that
an accelerated programme will
benefit the local economy. No
decision has been reached by
either.” 
Check our website at
theweekin.co.uk/ for an update
after today's committee
meeting and see next week's
issue

What's the MetroBus all about?



The Meadows Primary
School has been put into
special measures.
In a report published last
Wednesday, Ofsted rated the
school as inadequate. The
inspection team cited concerns
with leadership and
management and said
governors do not challenge the
work of the school sufficiently
well. 
In the other four key areas -
quality of teaching, learning
and assessment; personal
development, behaviour and
welfare; outcomes for pupils,
and early years' provision - the
report said improvement is
required.
The 191-pupil village school,
where Fran Harding has been
headteacher for nearly nine
years, was rated Good at its
previous inspection in 2011. It

will now, in line with
Government policy, convert to
an academy by September.
This week the chair of
governors Sue Wakefield said:
“Governors and staff were
surprised and very
disappointed by the overall
judgement, especially as it was
at odds with recent evaluations
from our external adviser.”
But she said the school took
heart from the fact that Ofsted
recognised that the vast
majority of parents feel their
children are taught well by very
hard-working teachers.
Although Ofsted said leaders
have not consistently tackled
underachievement in maths,
the proportion of pupils who
achieve the expected standard
in reading and writing is above
average and disadvantaged
pupils achieved well in the last

Year 6 reading tests, while
leadership in English has been
“a consistently strong feature
of the school”.
Other positives include that
pupils make good progress in
their reception year and
youngsters with special needs
and disabilities are fully
included and make steady
progress.
The inspectors said that anti-
social incidents are not always
dealt with swiftly enough;
however, they said
safeguarding is effective and
most pupils enjoy coming to
school and feel safe. 
According to Ofsted's Parent

View survey, carried out at the
time of the inspection, 95% of
parents would recommend The
Meadows to another parent
while almost 80% felt the
school was well led.
Mrs Wakefield said that since
the publication of the Ofsted
report last Wednesday,
governors and staff had been
very encouraged by the
positive comments received
from parents. She added: “The
local authority will be working
with the governing body to
develop plans to ensure The
Meadows moves forward in a
positive direction. Staff and
governors are determined to

implement Ofsted's
recommendations to improve
outcomes for all pupils.
“The governing body will be
working with the local
authority and the Regional
Schools Commissioner to find
the best sponsor for The
Meadows.”
There will be a meeting for
parents soon to update them on
progress and to answer
questions.
Mrs Harding is currently not in
school and the head and deputy
head of Kings’ Forest Primary
School in Kingswood have
been brought in to cover her
absence.

Bitton 

Shock at Ofsted rating
for village school

The Week in • Wednesday 18th January 2017 5

The Meadows School



6 The Week in • Wednesday 18th January 2017



Plans to relocate Kingswood's
Crown Post Office from
Hanham Road to WHSmith in
Kings Chase Shopping Centre
have been confirmed.
The current branch will close at
5.30pm on Wednesday 22nd
February with the new one
opening at 9am on Thursday 23rd
February. The new Crown branch
will have its own designated area
at the rear of WHSmith.
There has been a decline in the
number of visitors so the review,
which involved a public
consultation last autumn, was
aimed at making the service
viable. The existing staff will

move to the new location and
there will be no job losses or staff
redundancies.
During the public consultation 55
representations were received
from customers and local
representatives including
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore
and local councillors.
The main areas of feedback were
around parking, particularly the
increased distance to free
parking, access to the shopping
centre, the size of the premises
and whether it would be large
enough to accommodate
additional customers and provide
ease of access to the Post Office
area.  
Roger Gale, General Manager of
Directly Managed & WHSmith
Networks, said: “After careful
consideration of the feedback
received, I am confident that
WHSmith is a suitable host
partner and that the new Crown
branch will be suitably located.  I
believe this change will help to
provide future sustainability for
the branch and maintain a Crown
Post Office presence in
Kingswood.”
The new location is 420 metres
away from the current branch.
There are bus stops on Regent
Street outside Kings Chase
Shopping Centre and on
Moravian Road. The shopping
centre has a multi-storey car park
with 383 spaces, including 23
disabled parking bays and 15
parent and toddler spaces. There
is also a designated disabled bay
on Halls Road and four on Park

Road as well as two short-stay
free car parking spaces on
London Street.
Laura Tarling, Post Office public
affairs manager, has written to
Kings Chase Shopping Centre
management to ask if they would
consider offering free or reduced
parking fees for Blue Badge
holders.
Mr Gale said the same wide
range of Post Office services

would continue to be available. 
He added: “Some customers
asked whether they would be
able to continue to collect
packages from the adjacent
Royal Mail delivery office. We
are not aware that Royal Mail
have any plans to move the
delivery office, however, as we
are a separate business, Post
Office Ltd is not privy to this
information.”
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Kingswood 

Official stamp of approval
for Post Office relocation

Fishponds 

Fine threat
to parents
who park
dangerously
Parents who continue to
park dangerously on
pavements or corners of
side roads in the mornings
when dropping their
children off at Fishponds
Church of England
Academy are being
reminded that they run the
risk of getting a fine.

In a letter to parents the
school says: “It is very
difficult to see small
children who may be
running behind your car to
get to school. We have
again asked the PSCO
team to make regular visits
to ticket cars which are
using dangerous parts of
the road as drop-off points. 

“Taking those extra two
minutes in the mornings to
park in Morrisons and
walk across could help
save a child's life or an
accident.”
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Bus firm under fire for not
helping out in crisis
Bus Users UK are demanding
answers from local bus company
Wessex as to why they didn't
cooperate after a freak accident
brought chaos to local bus services
between Bristol and Bath.
In the early hours of Thursday 12th
January, a woman died after her car
collided with a warehouse wall on the
Lower Bristol Road in Bath. Not only
was the road closed for much of the day,
causing traffic chaos in the vicinity but it
also cut off the First bus depot close by

with no vehicles able to get out.
Local bus companies including Abus,
Bath Bus Company and Faresaver Buses
all rallied round and either supplied
spare buses or accepted First tickets on
their services.  According to Bus Users
UK director David Redgewell, the only
company that didn't help was Wessex,
whose drivers would not to accept First
tickets.
Mr Redgewell said: “Operators sent
buses and coaches from all over
Somerset and Wiltshire to help out while

First Bus and First Great Western
worked closely together in Bath
“Staff were on hand at the bus and rail
stations and we understand around
1,000 intending bus passengers were
switched onto the rail network during
the morning of 12th January.
“I would like to know why Wessex felt
they didn't want to cooperate, especially
as so many of our future plans for local
transport in the region will require all
operators to work more closely
together.”
Initially on Thursday, First Bus had said
on the social media site Twitter: “Due to
the police incident in Bath, @wessexbus
are accepting our valid tickets at
present.”
However, a short while later Wessex
came back with: “@FirstBSA For the
evidence (sic) of doubt Wessex has not

agreed to accept any First
Passes/Tickets.”
Later in the day the general manager of
Wessex took to Twitter to say no formal
request had been made to them for any
assistance.
The Week In has so far been unable to
get a comment from anyone at Wessex
Bus, which has also been criticised by
people on social media, one calling it a
“PR disaster” for the company. 

David Redgewell
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 22nd January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
2 1 6 3 9 5

3 7
7 6 2 3
3 4 6

5 9 8
6 1 4 7

3 7 2 5 9
6 4

5 1 7

4 7 9 3
7 4 1

9 8 2
1 6 2

2
5 6 8 3

3 4 7
6 8

9 2

TV audition
blow for Lee

117 drivers charged
during December's
drink-drive campaign

Singer Lee Stinchcombe from Bromley Heath appeared on Let
It Shine, the BBC's new Saturday night entertainment
programme, but failed to impress the judges, headed by Take
That's Gary Barlow.
The show is looking for five boys who will create a band to
star in a theatre production. 
Lee, 35, whose Take That tribute band have played at
Somerdale a few times, sang well but was told by Gary that he
wasn't “relevant” for the part - which left some questioning
why he had been invited to audition in the first place.
Lee is pictured during a recent visit to Longwell Records in
Keynsham.

A total of 117 drivers were charged with
drink and drug driving during Operation
Tonic, the annual Christmas campaign run
by Avon & Somerset police from 1st
December to 1st January.
A total of 184 people were arrested. This an
increase from 155 arrests and 96 people charged
last year. 
Police say they saw an overwhelming response
from the public during the campaign with 634
calls being made to them from people with
concerns about drivers. As a direct result of
these calls alone, 52 people were arrested.
Head of road safety at Avon & Somerset police,
Chief Inspector Kevan Rowlands, said:
“Although it's disappointing that more than 100
drivers have been charged with serious
offences, I am thrilled with the response from

the public.
“The number of calls we had from the public to
report people who they believe are driving
under the influence of drink or drugs has been
fantastic and a real highlight of the operation.
That has had a significant impact on our ability
to catch and arrest offenders.
'It is clear to me that the vast majority of people
see the danger caused by drink and drug drivers
and are willing to do something about it by
reporting offenders to the police.
“We've reviewed all the arrests and many are
not related to the party season which means our
message about not driving after a night out
seems to be getting through.
'What we have noticed during Operation Tonic
is that a significant number of the people we
have arrested appear to have some form of

alcohol or drug dependency and are not
recreational drinkers. 
“If you have a friend or relative that fits
this category, then please reach out to
them and get them to stop driving.  If
they don't then, for their sake and the
safety of others, you need to report them
through the contact section on our web-
site  www.avonandsomerset.police.uk or
anonymously through Crimestoppers on
0800 555 111 or www.crimestoppers-
uk.org.uk.”



Travesty of the truth
Dear Stephen
The letter from the Young Greens'
Committee (Issue 456) was not only a
travesty of the truth but demonstrated
the aptness of their name. 
The Coalition came to power in 2010,
and the Labour Treasury chief's note
to his Liberal successor was 'I'm
afraid to tell you there's no money
left'. Nevertheless, the Coalition not
only allocated money in the NHS
Spending review, but it's “ideological
plan” was to get the spending
decisions to as near the grass roots as
possible. 
The claimed budget surplus of NHS
trusts was due to a large underspend in
the sector, when the Coalition's
intention was not apparent surpluses,
but delivery of higher quality services.
Further, the Nuffield Trust review for
2012 showed 25 per cent of
foundation trusts in deficit, and 20
NHS trusts unviable. 
The NHS's main problem is bed
shortage, yet in 2009 the previous
administration sanctioned the closing
of one major Bristol hospital and
largely rebuilding another to
compensate, at a time when we had
money. Nearly finished after eight
years, Southmead has reputedly 400
less beds than before, making a net
loss of nearly twice that, so
countrywide it's clear the Coalition
inherited a bed shortage that will take
time, not just money, to correct. 
The same applies to staff, it's not just
training them, it's finding people with
the right temperament, as care home

staff scandals have demonstrated.
Perhaps these 'young greens' will
volunteer? The Red Cross got a record
£280m last year so its complaint about
having to spend the money on
traditional roles like helping hospitals,
for which it was intended, appears to
be a cheap way of advertising their
services.
They've been criticised for spending
more on overseas aid, which is
reimbursed by the Government, and
themselves making 117 redundancies,
while the CEO's basic salary is
£170,000 pa.
M O'Regan 

Thank you for covering
traffic problems
Dear Editor
I wish to express my gratitude for the
coverage you have provided regarding
the ongoing traffic problems in the
Craven Way and Wraxall Road area. It
is good to see it has provoked some
reaction.
One correspondent who challenged
my point of view claimed to be
speaking on behalf of the silent
majority and then went on to claim
that traffic lights had been installed on
another roundabout because of a
campaign by a vocal minority.
I would invite everyone with an
interest to attend the next Community
Engagement Forum at which all
points of view can be aired openly and
honestly. The next event is on 23rd
March.
M Evans, Warmley

Let residents vote on
bypass issue
Dear Stephen
I read with dismay that the Saltford
Parish Council does not support the
plan to bypass the village of Saltford.
I will point out my reasons for saying
this:
There has been a significant increase
in the amount of traffic, consisting of
cars in general, but in particular an
increase in heavy goods vehicles on
the A4.  This problem can only
increase in years to come.
It has been shown time after time that
any traffic incidents on the A4 always
cause chaos from Broadmead
roundabout to well beyond the Globe.
Another equally important problem
concerns the health of the population
who live in Saltford. The air quality is
especially poor along the A4. After a
pollution meter was installed near the
Crown public house some years ago,
the concentration of the nitrogen
dioxide was shown to be above the
Government's maximum limit.  Since
then the reading has increased for
obvious reasons. This is bound to be
detrimental for all people who live in
the area (especially the young and the
elderly). Action needs to be taken as
soon as possible.
There is no definite plan to build more
housing in Saltford but there are plans
to build thousands of houses in Bath,
Keynsham and East Bristol. This will
substantially increase traffic pollution
on the A4. The parish council give the
impression that they seem to
interested only in the reopening of

Saltford railway station with all the
problems that the extra road traffic
will bring.
The people of Saltford have waited
many years for a bypass. The council
should now allow all eligible
individuals in Saltford to have a
democratic vote to decide.
Mr A Ashton
Saltford

A letter of thanks
Dear Sir
Can I, through your newspaper, thank
the kind people who came to my
assistance when I tripped and fell in
Temple Street, Keynsham on 21st
December last year and those who
summoned the two paramedics across
the road. 
They were brilliant and sorted me out.
J Smith
Keynsham
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Barber required

(Must be available Saturdays)

Keep in
touch, let us
know what
you think,

send us your
news

facebook.com/theweekin



Exercise, not excuses
Dear Sir

Why do the council workers seem to
think it's acceptable to park in a
residents' parking zone in Keynsham?
Several times the liveried vehicles
have parked here - highways and dog
warden, not to mention the traffic
enforcement officers.
At the B&NES office at what was
Temple House Surgery, employees
used the residents' bay like it was an
overspill car park. When I phoned to
complain, I was initially told they
could park there using the medical
permits. When questioned about it the
employee did admit that they couldn't,
but they (parking services) would
send them a letter informing them
about the illegal parking. Since I saw
the reception staff and explained this
to them, they have not parked there
since.
Today, Tuesday 10th January, another
council employee decided to park here
using his park anywhere permit. Why
didn't he park at Keynsham Town FC
and walk the same as the other
workers have to? Well he did say it
was a long way to there from the
office - it's the same distance for
everybody else. Come on B&NES, get
your act together, encourage the
exercise, not the excuses.
Name & address withheld

Is it time to axe this
ceremonial role?
Dear Sir

I read your article last week about
B&NES Council's spending plans for

the next three years and have seen the
information on the council website.  It
does seem they have examined almost
every area of activity - even down to
reducing the number of different
committee meetings.  This is a valid
area of investigation even if the
projected savings are only a few
thousand pounds. I am wondering
why another related aspect has not
been targeted and that is the
ceremonial role of the council
Chairman.
Clearly the four or five full council
meetings need to be chaired and it is
commendable that councillors should
acknowledge a hard-working
colleague to take up the mantle each
year. But in this day and age, does that
role really need a gold chain and a
chauffeur-driven car to drive him or
her around to open fetes and cut
ribbons? It may be a pity to lose that
part of the job but in an era when we
must live within our means, would
any part of the council's
responsibilities to residents be
diminished if there was no such
function?
It would be interesting to know how
much that actually costs the council
each year, but I would imagine the
saving would be far greater than some
of the other areas they have identified.
B Hodges

Editor's note: In addition to the basic
councillor allowance of £7,400, the
Chair of B&NES Council receives an
allowance of £9,100. Transport to
functions in 2016 was £10,275
(£18,500 in 2015) while hosting

receptions and functions for the
chairman cost £14,726 (2016) and
£18,000 (2015)

Questionable expense
Dear Stephen
In one part of Issue 456 mention is
made of the "huge financial
challenge" facing B&NES and I also
recall recent comments from B&NES'
chief executive about having to cut
costs to the bone.  
However, in another article in this
same issue we are informed of the six-
week project improving the pedestrian
crossing on the A4 in Saltford. This
includes total closure of a short
section of the A4 for resurfacing
which will take place over five nights.
This will not only be a source of great
inconvenience but also very
substantial expense. When I passed by
the work in progress today I counted
eight workmen and their wages alone
over that time would amount to
around £20,000, so my guess is the
total cost of this project will be well
over £100,000. 
I wonder what is the purpose of these
“improvements” as I recall these
pedestrian crossings were only put in
place a few years ago, and I have used
them many times taking grandchildren
to school. Also, this stretch of the A4
road was completely resurfaced even
more recently. If there is a need to
severely cut costs, I wonder why these
improvements are deemed to be
necessary. 
Another example of what seems to be
extravagance is the recent installation

of a lengthy Tarmac path accessing the
outdoor gym equipment in Keynsham
Memorial Park. Desirable of course
but hardly essential if the budget is so
tight. 
Hazel Powe 

Nick Bryant
Dear Sir

Along with others I listen regularly to
BBC news but there will be many who
are unaware that many of the reports
from America are delivered by Nick
Bryant, a local man.
As a regular correspondent his
contributions are always well-
informed and professionally
presented.  He is now involved in
attempting to unravel the current
political maelstrom, to which he
continues to offer some welcome
explanation and illumination.
It would please me to know that
Nick's involvement was more widely
appreciated, being an ex-pupil of
Wellsway School, there is a strong
local connection to applaud his
efforts.
Mr B Fry

Dear Sir
Just a quick e-mail to say well done on
the new look Week In.
It's much easier to read (apart from
some of the dark blue backgrounds)
with bigger text - very important for
those of us of a certain age - and much
nicer pictures.
Keep up the good work.
Mrs E Jones, Warmley
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Consider retrospectively (6)
8 Resume (an investigation) (6)
9 Corpse (4)
10 Mild mental disorder (8)
11 Friends who communicate by letter (3,4)
13 Attempted (5)
15 Fout fifteens (5)
17 An agreement (7)
20 Voracious reader (8)
21 Expose to pleasant warmth (4)
23 A subtle degree of difference (6)
24 Worked out (6)

DOWN
1 Make again (4)
2 Restore oder (4,2)
3 Diminish (7)
4 Respiratory condition suffered by children (5)
5 Personal integrity (6)
6 Residue in the bottom of a glass or bottle (8)
12 Concluding section of a book (8)
14 Last (7)
16 Possessing (6)
18 Adorn or decorate a surface (6)
19 Type of kebab (5)
22 Leak slowly (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Soundwell 
Public
transport
improvements
South Gloucestershire Coun-
cil is consulting residents on
plans to improve access to
local bus services.
The aim is make it easier for
mobility impaired passengers
by installing raised kerbs
along with bus stop road
markings to allow the buses
to pull up against the raised
kerbs without being
obstructed by parked vehicles
in Church Road, Pound Road
and Pool Road.
The proposals have been
included in the council's
2016/2017 capital
programme.
The closing date for
comments is 24th January.
There is an online consul-
tation on the council's
website (search under
consultations) or you can
have your say by calling
01454 868004 or emailing
transportservices@southglos.
gov.uk

Energy
saving tips 
The Met Office offers these energy-saving tips
which may seem obvious but they can make a big
difference when it comes to reducing your fuel bill.  
Set your heating to come on just before you get up
and switch off after you've gone to bed. If it's very
cold, set your heating to come on earlier and turn
off later rather than turning the thermostat up.
If you can't heat all the rooms you use, heat the
living room throughout the day and your bedroom
just before you go to bed. Remember to close
curtains and shut doors to keep heat in the rooms
you use most.
Consider adding draught excluders to maximise
the heat in the house and minimise draughts and
cold getting in.

A Keynsham man who adorned his house
with Christmas lights has raised £500 for
Macmillan Cancer Support.
Mike Swift, from St Francis Road, has put on

a festive display every December for more
than 20 years.
He thanked The Week In for promoting his
display and local people for their generosity.

A free drop-in event is taking place at
Cadbury Heath Library between 9am and
11am tomorrow (19th January) offering
support for local people with their New Year's
resolutions.
Organised by the Juice Community Project

team, there will be advice on eating well,
drinking less, quitting smoking, getting
active, volunteering and starting a course.
To find out more about Juice, based in
Newton Road, Cadbury Heath, call 01454
302302 or visit www.juicecic.com/

Keynsham 
Festive lights display raises £500 for charity

Cadbury Heath 

Help with New Year resolutions
Keep in touch, let us know what

you think, send us your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Following on for last week's
report on B&NES Council's
budget plans for the next
financial year, the scrutiny
panel will this week consider
plans for Bristol City Council
as Mayor Marvin Rees seeks
a balanced budget for 2018. 
However, despite targeting cuts
of £40m and increasing council
tax by just under 5% next year
it doesn't stop there. Last
autumn the Mayor announced a
total of £92m savings needed to
be found over the next five
years but this has now been
revised upwards to £101m.
The council tax rise will, like
last year, be pegged at 1.9% to
avoid the need for a public
referendum for any figure
higher than 2%. However,
unlike B&NES, Bristol is
taking advantage of the recent
Government decision to allow
councils to increase the levy
applied for adult social care
provision by 1% in 2018. This
does mean that any rise next
year will be limited as the
permitted level remains at 6%
over three years.
As far as cuts to expenditure
are concerned, over 100
different areas of council

spending have been identified.
Not surprisingly, Bristol is
following other councils in
providing fewer services
directly and working more
closely with outside providers
and community groups. The
way Neighbourhood
Partnerships are funded is one
of the more controversial areas.
Unlike B&NES or South
Gloucestershire, Bristol does
not have parish councils but a
network of neighbourhood
partnerships which, among
other things, provide funding
for voluntary and community
groups in their areas. The
council now believes there are
more efficient ways of working
with local communities than
the Neighbourhood Partnership
scheme and is looking to trim
£1/2m from its spending in
each of the next two years.
Libraries remain in the
crosshairs with a “redesign of
the service” and “reduction in
the number of buildings”
forecast to save £300,000 next
year and £1.4m by 2020.
Support for local bus services
will see £450,000 shaved off
the current budget of £1.8m
over the next two years. Road

repairs will be cut by £1.2m
next year with further cuts in
2019 and 2020 as the council
puts more emphasis on
prevention than repair.
£400,000 which would
normally be given to
Neighbourhood Partnerships
for local traffic schemes also
disappears. In addition to cuts,
areas where income can be
increased include on-street
parking charges and the re-
introduction of parking charges
on Sundays. 
Mayor Marvin Rees said: “We
want to set a legal, balanced
budget. Having come in to
office and turned over several
rocks I feel like the council has
- with the best intentions - been
trying to avoid taking the bull
by the horns for too long. To be
brutally honest, this means we

have had more work to do and
have come to budget-setting
relatively late, so even these
proposals have risk in terms of
making all the savings we need.
Whatever happens, we must
focus on our top priorities and
do fewer things ourselves, with
partners, volunteers or
community groups taking on
other services they want to
keep.
“We still plan to spend over a
billion pounds on Bristol each
year. We will improve the city's
housing situation, reduce
congestion and tackle
inequality whilst seeking more
funding and local powers from
the government. By working
together with our city partners
and encouraging everyone in
society to do their bit, we can
help make sure things are better

than the options might initially
look on paper.”
The Mayor is keeping to his
seven key commitments
however: build 2,000 new
homes - 800 affordable - a year
by 2020; deliver work
experience and apprenticeships
for every young person; no
imposed residents' parking
zones; protect children's centre
services;  increase the number
of school places and introduce
a fair admissions process, and
making Bristol a cultural city
for the future, run entirely by
clan energy by 2050.
Once the scrutiny process has
concluded, the council cabinet
will consider the budget at its
meeting next Tuesday (24th
January) before it goes to the
full council on 21st February.

South Gloucestershire residents still have until
next Tuesday (24th January) to give their
views on the council's budget and council tax
for 2017/18.
The consultation document highlights that the
council has already implemented £63m of cost
saving measures over the last 6 years and
identified a further £14m a year of cuts.
However, it is still forecasting a budget
shortfall of £13m by 2021 which will need
closing.
The draft 2017/18 budget is based on a repeat
of this year's council tax rise of 1.99% plus the
2% precept for adult social care. The council is
planning to spend £538m on services next
year. Every 1% increase in council tax equates
to increased revenue of approximately £1m.
A council spokesman said: “We anticipate that
we need to continue to reduce our spending

and have already provisionally identified
£14m of further savings that we will need to
make by 2019/20. More work will also be
needed to identify where an extra £13m of
savings can also be made over the same period
to meet the remaining shortfall between
expected income and current spending to
balance the books.
“Last year, following five years of council tax
'freezes', the council chose to increase the rate
by 1.99 per cent. We also chose to add the extra
2 per cent adult social care precept. The current
draft budget includes both of those measures
once again this year.”
Further information is available at
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultations or from
your local South Gloucestershire library and
One Stop Shop. 
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Savings of
£100m+ needed
over next 5 years

South Glos consults
on budget plans

Marvin Rees
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Swipe card
access starting
at St George
and Stockwood
libraries
While neighbouring South Glou-
cestershire is currently considering
introducing open access technology
to extend opening hours at libraries
as part of a review of the service, this
has begun at some libraries in Bristol
in the wake of a major shake-up in
2015.
Electronic swipe card access is starting
at Stockwood, St George and Westbury
libraries to allow registered customers
to use them outside of staffed hours.
Stockwood Library was closed for a
short time in mid- December to carry
out extended access system installation
work and St George Library will be
closed for building works to introduce
the system from Monday 30th January
to Saturday 4th February.
A city council spokesperson said: “We
are working towards opening with
extended access at all three sites later
this month. All three libraries will have
an additional 35 hours opening. They
will be open from 8am to 7pm
weekdays.” 
The review of Bristol libraries in 2015

was controversial. Initially there were
proposals to close seven libraries
including Brislington. The council
backed down and only one library -
Eastville - was closed with opening
hours reduced at all the others.
However, that is not the end of the
story as over the next four years, the
council has to find further savings from
the libraries budget which could yet
lead to closures.
Meanwhile a decision to be taken in
South Gloucestershire next month as
part of the money-saving review which
proposes reduced hours at every
library, Chipping Sodbury Library
being run by volunteers and the end of
the mobile library service.
Open access technology would mean
extended opening hours when no staff
are on duty, potentially from 8.30am to
7.30pm, seven days a week. The plans
have proved controversial with
campaigners concerned about the risks
involved of unstaffed, self-service
libraries and that under-16s won't be
able to use them unaccompanied.

Library swipe cards are a controversial issue at Hanham
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SITUATION VACANT

£ EXTRA
INCOME

Do you have
10-25 hours spare

each week? 
Visit live-your-dreams.co.uk

and then call Phil  

Congratulations to Keynsham schoolboy Euan Taylor who
competed at the 2017 Welsh National Madison
Championships in Newport on 8th January. 
Following in the footsteps of his cycling sisters Bethany and
Sophie, Year 9 Wellsway School student Euan, from Salt and
Sham Cycling Club, partnered Ryan Phillips, from Maindy
Flyers of Cardiff. 
Together they competed in the Black and Red of Salt and
Sham CC and rode fantastically against some very strong
opponents. Consistently picking up points in the intermediate
sprints, they secured a well-deserved bronze medal in the
U16 competition.

Bronze for
Euan at cycling
championships

Keynsham-based window manufacturer
and installer Imperial Windows has issued a
statement to assure customers it is alive and
well and in no way connected to the failure
of the Enterprise Insurance company.
Like all accredited members of the Double
Glazing and Conservatory Ombudsman
Scheme, Imperial Windows has to purchase an
insurance-backed guarantee policy for its
customers for them to use in the event of future
defects or repairs. Such policies are usually
purchased via a broker but many were
underwritten by Gibraltar-based Enterprise
Insurance which ceased trading last year.
Confusion arose when the firm handling the
liquidation wrote to policyholders and in some
cases also included the name of the company
which had carried out the work and purchased
the policy.
David Jefferies, from Imperial Windows,
explained: “Most customers who purchase
double glazing from us would not even be

aware of the Enterprise name as they have no
direct contact with the underwriter. They are
the named policy holders, however, and so it is
a legal requirement for the liquidator to write
to them directly.  Most were simply confused
but in some cases our name also appeared in
those letters as the purchaser of the policy and
this caused some concern.
“In cases like this, the policy is transferred to
another underwriter and Imperial Windows is
not affected in any way.”
Once the error was discovered, liquidators
Grant Thornton wrote again to all policy
holders prior to Christmas to try to clear up the
misunderstanding and reassure them that no
further action was required on their behalf.
Imperial Windows has manufactured and
installed windows, doors and conservatories
from its factory in Ashmead Road for the last
25 years. All its products continue to be
backed by a 10-year guarantee.

Keynsham 

Business booming for
double glazing firm

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and
low cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117
986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant
advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.
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Plans to erect a 25m high tower in a field in Upton Cheyney to
boost mobile phone coverage have been met with concern.
The field, part of Manor Farm, is on the outskirts of the village. It
lies in the Green Belt, on the border of the Upton Cheyney
Conservation Area and is in the Cotswolds Area of Outstanding
Natural Beauty.
There are a group of mature trees protected by a Tree Preservation
Order next to the proposed equipment - a lattice tower with three
antennas, two microwave dishes and two equipment cabinets.
This application is proposed to infill a coverage requirement for
Vodafone and Telefonica UK (trading as O2) to improve their 2G,
3G and 4G coverage in Upton Cheyney and the surrounding area. 
The application says the visual impact will be screened by the
surrounding trees and will be “sympathetic within the context of its
immediate landscape”.
The garden of the nearest property, the Old School House, is the

other side of the trees on the left of this picture. The house was up
for sale last year with a £1m price tag.
Several worried Upton Cheyney residents attended last Monday
night's meeting of Bitton Parish Council's planning committee.
Carl Butcher, who lives 150 metres from the proposed mast, called
it a potential health risk and an eyesore. He said locals were also
concerned about the negative effect on the value of properties and
said it should be located far away from a residential area where it
could only be seen from a great distance.
Villager Nick McPhedran, who lives 200 metres from the site of the
proposed mast, said he had spoken to villagers and not found
anyone who wanted it - instead they wanted fixed broadband.
He too voiced concerns about the potential health effects and said
it would have a significant negative impact on the landscape. He
said in winter, when there was no foliage, the mast would be seen
as clear as day when entering the village.
Marshfield Lane resident Jo Chillcott said it would be five metres
taller than the nearest trees and queried whether other masts
already in situ could be adapted to provide extra coverage for the
area.
Parish councillors agreed they would object to the plan although
the final decision rests with South Gloucestershire Council. 
Cllr Erica Williams said it would be “unholy” to put up the mast in
such a beautiful village and accused the applicants of not working
hard enough to find a less intrusive site. She said there were valid
health concerns and if granted the character of the village would be
seriously affected. She added that poor mobile reception was an
accepted part of country life. 
Cllr Virginia McNab cited a case in Staple Hill where there was a
high number of cancer cases including deaths among residents
living in a building with phone masts on the roof. She said the
phone company subsequently removed the masts (The case at the
Berkeley House flats was well publicised at the time about a
decade ago).
Before putting in an application for a mast in the field at Manor
Farm, other local spots were considered and dismissed by the
phone companies, including Brewery Hill in Upton Cheyney, on
top of the Grade I listed St Mary's Church in Bitton, Central Garage
in Bitton and the Golden Valley Mill factory site currently being
developed for housing.
* The planning reference number is PK16/6865/F. The deadline for
comments is 26th January.
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Keynsham 

Man taken
to hospital
after crash
Fire crews administered
first aid to a 64-year-old
man following a two-
vehicle crash on Bristol
Road last Monday
afternoon (9th January). 
The occupants of the two
vehicles were able to
leave their vehicles
before crews arrived.
The man was later taken
to hospital by ambulance
with a suspected head
injury.
Three crews attended the
incident from Kings-
wood and Hicks Gate.

Upton Cheyney/Bitton 

Phone mast plans spark wave of concern

Inspiring
gardens
Get inspiration for your
own outdoor space with a
trip to Hanham Court
Gardens on Sunday 12th
February for the annual
Snowdrop Weekend.
As part of the National
Garden Scheme, the owners
will open their gates from
11am to 4pm for people to
enjoy the formal gardens
and beautiful views. There
are more than 40 varieties
of snowdrop, as well as
primroses, cyclamen, witch
hazel and hellebores. 
Tickets are £5 for adults.
Teas will be available.
The gardens will be open
again for the bank holiday
weekend of Sunday 28th
and Monday 29th May and
on 11th June for a rare plant
fair.

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Increased levels of hate crime nationally in the
wake of the Brexit have not been mirrored in
South Glos.
That's according to a report about achievements,
performance and progress in the district that was
being considered by councillors today.
The latest crime trends are revealed in the report
which notes: “During the past six months we
have introduced a new process to consistently
monitor hate crime. Anecdotally, the vote to
leave the European Union in June has led to
increased levels of hate crime nationally although
this has so far not been reflected in reported hate
crime in South Gloucestershire - but we will
continue to monitor this and our hate crime
database provides an important tool to enable us
to do this.”
There was a large turnout -  76.2% - in South
Glos for the referendum in June. A total of 83,405
voters elected to leave while 74,928 voted to stay. 
The report to the Environment & Community
Services Committee says the level of total crime
recorded in South Glos has gone up but this is in
line with elsewhere. Levels of offending,

however, still remain below the Avon & Somerset
and national averages for overall crime, criminal
damage and arson, dwelling burglary and
violence with injury. 
The report says: “This is despite an increase in
overall levels of violence against the person
arising from our successful campaign to increase
the level of recording of low-level violent
offences as well as that of our work to increase
reporting of serious sexual offences and domestic
violence offences.”
The report prepared by council officers also looks
at the economy and reports that South Glos is still
performing relatively well when compared with
the regional and national picture.
Other points raised include the continued
challenge with housing delivery and a
commitment to do more to get people using
buses: “We will continue to review bus services
to see how we can continue to maintain and if
possible increase patronage, to work with
commercial operators to put on new routes and
support our dispersed communities get access to
vital services.”

Kingswood 

Coffee morning
There will be a coffee morning on Saturday 11th February
from 10.30am at the Salvation Army hall in Two Mile Hill
Road.

Cadbury Heath man Phillip Cullen is facing charges
relating to capturing and killing the UK's rarest butterfly,
the Large Blue.
Mr Cullen denies the allegations and faces a trial at Bristol
Magistrates' Court in March.
The prosecution is believed to be the first in the country
involving offences related to Large Blue butterflies.
The Large Blue has always been rare in Britain and became
extinct in 1979, but it has been reintroduced from
continental Europe as part of a long-term and highly
successful conservation project. It is distinguished by the
unmistakable row of black spots on its upper forewing.
Undersides are pale brown with black spots. 

Cadbury Heath 

Man denies
killing endangered
butterfly

South Glos  

No rise in hate crimes
since EU referendum

Fishponds 

Fire investigators say
hostel blaze was arson
Firefighters were called out after a blaze in the
basement flat of a hostel in the early hours of
last Friday.
When crews from Kingswood fire station
arrived at Wayland Court in Guinea Lane, they
found that the building's sprinkler system had

extinguished the fire.
Firefighters in breathing apparatus used a
ventilation fan to clear the building of smoke.
There were no reports of any injuries. The fire
is believed to have been started deliberately.
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Merlin Housing Society has secured £2.5m of
Government money to fund the development
of shared ownership homes - including in
Cadbury Heath.
It has been allocated the money to deliver 89
much-needed homes under the Shared
Ownership and Affordable Homes Programme.
The homes will be built between now and 2021.
Head of development Amanda Swann said:
“We're delighted to have received this funding,
which was exactly what we applied for. We've
got ambitious plans to increase our development
programme over the next few years and this
funding will help us deliver these much-needed
new shared ownership homes.
“We have already identified sites in Filton and
Cadbury Heath for around half of these homes

and will be seeking planning permission for the
first of these very soon. But although shared
ownership is growing in importance for us as a
type of tenure we can offer to new customers, we
remain committed to providing homes for rent
and the majority of new homes that we build will
be for people to rent.”
“Our funding was part of £1.28bn that has been
awarded to build 39,403 homes across the
country. We had previously received funding
from the Homes and Communities Agency to
finance the construction of new affordable
homes.
“We currently have a number of homes available
to buy for shared ownership in Bath, Bristol,
Thornbury and Stone.”

St George 

Praise for nursery
Mama Bear's Day Nursery in Crews Hole Road has
received a Good rating from Ofsted following a visit by an
inspector last month.
The report, published last week, said effectiveness of
leadership and management, quality of teaching, learning
and assessment, personal development, behaviour and
welfare, and outcomes for children were all good.
The inspector highlighted staff's interactions with
children as being of a consistent high quality and said
partnerships with parents are strong and effective.  
There are 105 children on the roll at the nursery which is
part of a family-run chain.

A new nursery school has opened its doors - the first to bring
the child-centred Montessori method to young families in the
east of the city.
Rozey Days Montessori School at 358 Lodge Causeway, set in a
spacious, newly-renovated Victorian house, is the vision of
Downend mum-of-two Rozey Din. 
Five years ago, as a first-time mother, she said she was unable to
find childcare in her area which met her son's needs. So she juggled
her studies for her diploma with practicing as a Montessori
childminder. She said: “I was amazed at the real difference that
Montessori offered the children in my care.”
Rozey Days Montessori School will offer all-year round childcare
for children from two to five years of age. 
The educational approach was developed by Italian physician and
educator Maria Montessori, and essentially puts children in charge
of their learning. There is no teacher standing at the front, no fixed
desks or weekly tests to pass. Children learn at their own individual
pace and in mixed age groupings, much as they would at home.
They serve their own meals and prepare snacks.
Rozey said interest in the 45-place nursery school had been strong
from the moment plans were announced last year and she felt it was
testament to the fact that parents want an alternative, more holistic,
approach to education for their children. 
Last December, the BBC reported that the numbers of children
being home educated had risen by 65% across England and Wales
in the six years to 2014-15. 
Rozey's vision for the future is to establish Bristol's first
Montessori primary school. 

Merlin awarded
£2.5m for new homes

Lodge Causeway 

New Montessori
nursery school opens

Keep in touch, let us know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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The Week In understands
that the idea of building
around 60 homes on the
cricket and tennis club sites
in Abbots Road has been
discussed.
A letter was published in last
week's issue paper, in which
the writer called on Hanham
Community Centre to make
public its intention regarding
the future of its cricket and
tennis clubs, with talk of a
possible land swap with a
Green Belt site further along
Abbots Road, near the duck
pond.
We understand that a new
pavilion would be envisaged
as part of any relocated
leisure facilities.
In recent years, land around
the cricket and tennis clubs
has been developed for
housing - on one side is Crest
Nicholson's John Chiddy
Close and on the other is
Linden Homes' Cricketers
View.
This week the trustees of
Hanham Community Centre

made the following public
statement: “In regard to the
Hanham Community Centre
Sports Ground on Abbots
Road, the Trustees were
approached around 18
months ago with an outline
enquiry and proposition for
the provision of alternate
premises. 
“Since then the trustees have
had no engagement from the
company, but it was left that
the trustees may be
interested in propositions
which would enhance and

improve the facilities we
offer to our members.
Therefore, any publications
or applications have been
proposed without
consultation with the
trustees. 
“Needless to say, the trustees
would be happy to engage to
consider any proposal when
they are sufficiently
developed, and to consider
the impact on the charity, its
members and the wider
community.”

Hanham 

Housing on
sports ground?

B&NES

Investment boost
for primary schools
Bath & North East Somerset Council has outlined an
£18.3m investment to improve school buildings and
expand the number of primary school places across the
district over the next five years.
As part of its budget proposals, announced this month, the
council has outlined plans to expand Castle Primary
School in Keynsham, Whitchurch Primary School,
Bathwick St Mary Primary School in Bath and St Nicholas
Primary School in Radstock.
Funding will also be provided for additional temporary
classrooms in the Midsomer Norton area and at St
Saviour's Junior School in Bath to meet a short-term 'bulge'
in pupil numbers expected in the coming years. There will
also be improvements at Bathampton, Swainswick and
Clutton primary schools.
The new £18.3m investment is in addition to the school
improvement schemes already within the Council's
approved capital programme.
The majority of the investment (£15.2m) is being funded
through Government grants, with the remainder being
secured through Section 106 planning contributions from
housing developers.
The new primary school at Somerdale in Keynsham is not
included in the list of projects as this is being directly
funded by the developers.

Hanham Cricket Club
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St George 

Neighbourhood
forum
The next St George Neighbourhood Forum is being held on
Wednesday 25th January.
This is a public meeting in which local residents and groups
can raise any local issues, meet with local police officers and
councillors, and share events, ideas and local news.
It will be held at St George Library on Church Road from 7pm
to 9pm.
There will also be the chance to find out what's on at the
library and the new opening times.

Redfield/St George 

New year, new mind
The Women's Institute in Redfield - known as WI.RED - will
be holding their first meeting of 2017 tonight (Wednesday) at
St George Community Centre at 7.45pm.
They will be starting the year with a fresh mental attitude,
with guest speaker Keza Evans leading a session on
Mindfulness.
Members attend for free when rejoining for 2017. Guests can
attend for £4. As always, there will be tea and cake.
Find out more about the group, which meets every third
Wednesday of the month, on Facebook -
www.facebook.com/womenofwi.red/

Do you
have
time to
spare?
RSVP West - the Retired
and Senior Volunteer
Programme for the
region - is looking for
organisers to join the
team setting up surgery-
based patient volunteer
schemes in Bristol, South
Gloucester-shire, Bath &
North East Somerset and
North Somerset.
If you are over 50 with
time and skills to spare
find out more by calling
0117 922 4392 or visit
rsvp-west.org.uk/
There are also other
volunteer opportunities
available.

Longwell Green 

Community
litter pick
Members of South Glos Green Party will be doing
another of their Green Streets community litter pick this
weekend.
They will be at Court Road park from 10am to noon on
Sunday 22nd January.
Picking equipment will be provided, as will tea and
biscuits. People are encouraged to wrap up warm.
For more information email
t_hathway93@hotmail.co.uk
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Speed camera schedule
Here are the locations in our area where Avon &
Somerset police are with mobile speed cameras
this week. 
Bath & North East Somerset:
Queens Road, Rock Road, Albert Road and
Coronation Avenue in Keynsham and Manor
Road, Saltford; A431 Kelston Road.
Bristol:
In Brislington on the A4174 Callington Road,
Allison Road, Broomhill Road, Wick Road and
Talbot Road.
In St George on the Bell Hill Road, Two Mile
Hill Road, Air Balloon Road and Nags Head Hill
as well as Hillside Road.

Other roads include Whitehall Road, Feeder
Road, Sturminster Road in Stockwood and
Stockwood Lane, and Whitchurch Lane.
South Gloucestershire:
The A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of
the M32; the A4174 at Bromley Heath; the A432
Badminton Road south of the ring road; Tower
Lane and Tower Road South in Warmley;
Parkwall Road in Cadbury Heath; Barry Road,
High Street and Mill Lane in Oldland; Bath Road
at Swineford; Court Road in Kingswood; Court
Farm Road in Longwell Green and Abbots Road
in Hanham.

Memorial fundraiser
for Kirsty Bridges
The family of a young mother who died
suddenly in 2015 are raising money to
install a bench in Keynsham Park in her
memory. 
Kirsty Bridges died aged 29 in 2015 of sudden
arrhythmic death syndrome while 21 weeks'
pregnant with a baby boy. 
Her two daughters, aged seven and four, now
live with their grandparents in Radstock and
they are organising a fundraising evening on
Saturday 28th January as part of a drive to
raise around £1,500 to pay for a bench and
plaque in the park where Kirsty and her

children spent many happy hours.
Kirsty's mother, Nicola Matthews, said: “We
want the bench so that Kirsty's daughters,
Chloe and Lacey, and everyone that knew her
have somewhere they can go and remember
her. It will be nice for the girls on special days
like Mother's Day and Kirsty's birthday.”
The fundraiser event with disco is at Westhill
Sports Club in Radstock (BA3 3TE) from 7pm
to midnight on the 28th.  
Tickets cost £3 (under-12s free) and are
available locally from Rachel Hopes on 07894
582865.

Busiest year ever
for air ambulance
2016 was the busiest year ever for Great Western Air
Ambulance Charity which attended 1,735 jobs across Bristol,
Bath and North East Somerset, Gloucestershire, South
Gloucestershire, North Somerset and parts of Wiltshire.
Most call-outs were to Bristol (39.7%) followed by
Gloucestershire (19.1%), South Glos (11.5%), North Somerset
(10.2%), Wiltshire (7.9%), B&NES (5.7%) and out of area
5.9%. 
GWAAC head of fundraising and marketing Emma Carter
said: “The number of jobs we have attended show just how
vitally important the critical care team are. We focus on getting
the care to the patient as quickly as possible, and then
transporting them to the hospital best equipped to deal with
their needs. 
“But we can't do this without the support of the public, and we
are calling on you to get behind your local air ambulance and
keep us flying.”
Find out more at www.greatwesternairambulance.com/

Disability football training 
Award-winning Longwell Green Sports JFC, the
Gloucestershire FA Community Club of the year in 2014 and
2015, are working with the GFA to set up disability football
training for six to16-year-olds, starting in February. 
Anyone interested is asked to email goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk
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Administrators appointed for bakery
after sale of nine shops falls through
Manchester-based accountants
Poppleton & Appleby have been
appointed receivers to Bath Bakery
which ceased trading on 6th January. 
As we reported in last week's issue, the
company which had 11 branches
throughout Bath and Somerset and one
in Keynsham, closed its doors suddenly
on Friday evening and was placed into
liquidation. At the time, it was
understood that a last-minute deal with
Parsons bakery had secured the future of
nine outlets but according to a statement
issued by the receivers, this fell through
at the last minute because Bath Bakery
was already insolvent.
The statement issued last week read:
“Allan Christopher Cadman and
Stephen James Wainwright of Poppleton
& Appleby, 16 Oxford Court,
Bishopsgate, Manchester, M2 3WQ,
have been appointed Joint
Administrators of Bath Bakery Limited
with effect from 10th January 2017.
“Prior to our appointment on Friday 6th
January 2017, a sale of part of the
business fell through due to the
Company's insolvent position and the
Company filed a Notice of Intention to
Appoint Joint Administrators. The
Company ceased to trade from all
outlets with immediate effect and the
Company issued redundancy notices to

all employees. The Nominated Joint
Administrator and staff visited all sites
and spoke to employees who were
present.  
“The Joint Administrators having now
been formally appointed have recovered
information from the Company's head
office and will now write to all former
employees providing information on
how to submit claims to the relevant
authorities to recover any outstanding
monies due to them which are protected
under the Employment Rights Act 1996.
“Likewise, suppliers will also be
contacted in the coming days.”
While it is understood that staff at the
Keynsham outlet were informed of the
position and sent home late on the
Friday afternoon, casual Saturday staff
turned up for work as normal, unaware
of developments. One was 16-year-old
Matthew Parker-Longford who had only
been working there for a month.
“I went into work for my normal time
10.30am to find the place in darkness,”
he told us. “I looked through the
window and knocked on the door but it
was obvious there was no one there and
there were still dirty plates and cups on
the tables from the day before. It was
only when I went into a nearby shop
they told me that Bath Bakery had
gone.”

Matthew says he was asked to work
extra hours in the run-up to Christmas
but because he was due to be paid
monthly, was yet to receive any money. 
“I think I am probably owed between
£70 and £80 but that's nothing compared
to what others would have lost, who
have bills and food to put on the table
for their families. I feel sorry for my

colleagues more than myself,” he said.
“All the staff were lovely and welcomed
me into their workplace. I was just
happy just to be working, learning and
gaining experience and now I will just
have to hope I can find another Saturday
job. 
“I wish all my old colleagues well and
hope they also find another job soon.”

Get involved in the
Great Bike Trail
Keynsham in Bloom is running a project to set up a bike trail around the
town similar to the Shaun the Sheep one in Bristol.
The organisers are seeking old bicycles and sponsorship for the planting and
painting of each bike on the trail.
People who adopt a bike will have to look after it by watering it daily and feeding
the plants regularly. The bikes will be located at each volunteer's premises,
visible from the pavement or road.
B&NES Council has already donated five bicycles from last year's promotion of
the Tour of Britain which came through the area. They are all painted up and
awaiting sponsors to fit them out with planters which the organisers say is a
marvellous start to the project to boost the town as a tourist attraction. 
All bicycles need to be painted and planted out by late May or early June so that
the plants will be reasonably established in time for regional floral judging in
mid-July.
The trail will coincide with the school summer holidays.
Jim Bernard, committee member of Keynsham in Bloom responsible for the
project, can be contacted by email at jjstkeyna@ btinternet.com or on 01179
863010.

Matthew Parker-Langford



Bath & North East Somerset
Council's Cabinet Member for
Community Services Martin Veal

cut the ribbon to mark the official
opening. 
The new path completes the circular

walk around the River Chew in the
Dapps Hill area of the park. It
provides a continuous all-weather
surface for visitors in this section of
the park and also includes access to
the outdoor gym equipment. 
Cllr Veal said: “The new path we have
opened is a real asset to the
community providing many benefits
to local residents and park visitors,
especially those with mobility
scooters, parents with pushchairs and
walkers in wet weather, for many
years to come. 

“I hope that as well as walking, people
will use the path and outdoor gym
equipment for a range of activities
including walking, running and
working out. We want people to get
the most out of our parks and green
spaces and having access to this path
and equipment will ensure they can
use their local park to have fun and
stay healthy.” 
Pictured are Martin Veal with
Keynsham councillors Brian
Simmons, Charles Gerrish & Lisa
O’Brien
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Sudoku Solutions

2 1 6 3 9 7 8 4 5
4 3 9 5 8 1 2 7 6
5 8 7 6 4 2 9 1 3
1 2 3 8 7 4 5 6 9
7 5 4 2 6 9 3 8 1
9 6 8 1 3 5 4 2 7
3 7 2 4 5 6 1 9 8
8 9 1 7 2 3 6 5 4
6 4 5 9 1 8 7 3 2

6 1 4 7 9 5 8 2 3
2 5 7 8 4 3 6 9 1
3 9 8 1 6 2 5 7 4
1 6 9 3 5 4 7 8 2
7 8 3 2 1 9 4 5 6
5 4 2 6 8 7 1 3 9
8 2 1 5 3 6 9 4 7
9 7 6 4 2 8 3 1 5
4 3 5 9 7 1 2 6 8

2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
R T D C H S

R E V I E W R E O P E N
D D I O N D

B O D Y N E U R O S I S
U D P U M

P E N P A L S T R I E D
P E E N

S I X T Y E N T E N T E
L A D D M

B O O K W O R M B A S K
G I N O O E

N U A N C E S U S S E D
E G R T S P

Keynsham 

New path completes circular walk
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Accountancy
Services

Advertising

Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Appliances

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Car Services

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the perfect

place to find a local
tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Computers / IT



The Week in • Wednesday 18th January 2017 29

Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available for
multiple bookings starting

at 2 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Dance Classes

Electrical

Electrical Events

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
36 years' experience.
Qualified tradesman.
Efficient/reliable
References available 
07861 898902 / 01275
831696
www.djamesdecorating.com

Hi I am Peter
Friendly & Loving
Age nearly 56 looking for
friendship and maybe more,
waiting to hear from you
ladies age between late
40's up to 60's. number to
contact 07856 255715

Personal

Plastering

Physiotherapy

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

LPs & Vinyl

Plumbers

Home
Maintenance

Home
Maintenance

Holidays
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Directory & What’s On

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a
local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)

The more weeks you book
the cheaper each insertion

becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You can

choose fortnightly, monthly or
specific insertion dates as
long as the total number of

insertions booked
corresponds to the discount

rate.

Similar percentage discounts
apply equally to larger sized

adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for multiple bookings
starting at 2 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE
FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY
ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers Plumbers

Property
Maintenance

Skip Hire

TVs

Venue Hire

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window CleanersWaste DisposalSewing Lessons
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