
A 15-year-old girl was groped
by a man as she walked to
school along the Bristol and
Bath Railway Path. 
It happened at about 8.30am on

Tuesday 3rd January, near the
exit steps onto the playing
fields off Oldland Common
High Street. The distressed
teenager - who was wearing

school uniform at the time -
told teachers about the incident
and police were alerted.
She said a man cycled up
behind her and touched her on

the bottom before cycling away
towards Oldland. He was
described as white, aged 20 to
30 and skinny, with dark hair. 

Continued on page 4
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After nearly seven years as
an A4 'yellow top'
publication, we felt it was
time to freshen things up a
bit but there were practical
reasons too for the change.

While the pages might only
look slightly bigger than
before, the reality is that we
can get far more in to the
paper than previously. 
In recent years we have
been under pressure to find
room for local stories and
increasing numbers of
advertisers and without
getting too technical, adding
more pages to the old format
was inflexible and
expensive. For 2017 we
have also increased the
number of papers we print
each week to 16,000 as
several distribution
locations were running out.
With the new style, we can
accommodate more stories,

better images and adding a
couple of extra pages when
we are really busy is easy to
do.  
We have also changed the
publication day to a
Wednesday. Many readers
will already know that a
large number of papers were
actually available to pick up
on a Wednesday afternoon,
even though it was officially
out on Thursday. 
The Week In is now printed
by one of the largest
newspaper printers in the
country and is delivered to a
warehouse in Brislington

with the morning papers. By
starting our distribution to
almost 500 locations in the
area on Wednesday
morning, we felt it was
better to move the
publication date forward as

well.
While the appearance may
have changed, the content
hasn't and we will continue
to bring you the latest local
gossip as we have done for
the last 450 or so weeks.
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Continued from front page
He wore cycling clothes
including a red coat and a
black helmet, and was riding
a road bike with dropped
handlebars.
Neighbourhood Inspector
Clive Summerill said parents
had been made aware of the
incident and officers have
stepped up patrols of the path.
He said: “This is an indecent
assault and I would

encourage anyone with any
information which could help
our inquiries to come
forward. We'd also like to
hear from any other women
who may have experienced a
similar incident recently and
not yet reported it.
“This sort of behaviour is not
acceptable and we do need to
know about it. If you are
assaulted in this way while
using the path, we'd
recommend that you get to
somewhere busy and call us

as soon as you can. Try to tell
us what the person was
wearing, and which way they
went as well as what they
look like.
“I'd also ask people who use
the path to look out for one
another and get in touch with
us if you see someone
behaving suspiciously.”
Officers also suggest that
people should be aware of
their surroundings and avoid
playing MP3 players too loud
so they can hear people
approaching.
Anyone with information is
asked to get in touch online
through the police website,
www.avonandsomerset.polic
e.uk/contact or by calling
101, quoting reference
5217001272. Alternatively
ring the independent charity
Crime-stoppers on 0800 555
111.
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Beat surgery
The Longwell Green
police beat team will hold
a surgery on Saturday 21st
January at Hanham
Library from 3.30pm to
4.30pm when members of
the public can speak about
any local problems.

Oldland Common 

Witness appeal after schoolgirl
is groped on the railway path
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Bitton 

Road and bridge closure delayed

Santa and
Lions
overcome
setbacks
Santa and his helpers from
Keynsham & District Lions
Club had several setbacks in
the two weeks leading up to
Christmas when traditionally
they have visited areas of
Keynsham and Saltford as
well as supermarkets in the
Bristol area.
Firstly the club's aged
generator became defective
and then the following week
a reserve generator was
stolen from Santa's sleigh.
Fortunately Santa and his
team were able to fulfil their
schedule and raised £3,100
for local causes.
The Lions will be looking to
replace their generator which
was used at various
fundraising activities. If any
local business feels they
could assist in this respect
they are asked to contact
0845 833 9817.

Motorists may be relieved to learn that bridge works at Bitton
which involve closing part of the A431 Bath Road have been
postponed until after March.
The works had been expected to start this week but will not take
place until the next financial year as it is understood that South
Gloucestershire Council was unable to appoint a contractor in time.
Girder repairs are needed following an accident in February 2015
when a vehicle hit the 14ft 3in height restricted bridge which
carries the Bristol & Bath Railway Path and the steam railway over

the A431. The bridge will also be repainted and the parapets
replaced. The council says it still intends to carry out the works but
before setting a new date will need to consult with relevant
stakeholders, including Avon Valley Railway. The works will last
about two weeks and will see traffic diverted via Oldland Common
to Bridgeyate, along the A420 to the ring road at Longwell Green
and then along the A431 to Willsbridge (and vice versa).
Signposted diversions will also be in place for cyclists and other
railway path users.
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Three new local bus services around
Keynsham and Saltford began this week
re-establishing a link for parts of the
Chandag and Park estates with Keynsham
High Street, as well as providing access to
Waitrose and Tesco.
Last summer First announced changes to a
number of its bus services, in particular the
38 and 178. This left residents on the Park
Estate with a restricted service while the 178
no longer diverted off the Wellsway through
the Chandag Estate. At that time, B&NES
Council, which funded the 665 local town
service, consulted with stakeholders on
possible variations to its route to compensate
for some of the lost services.
The result is now three separate services
running from Monday to Saturday and while
the original plan had been due to start in
April, buses began running this week. 

The 663 operates a circular route from
Somerdale, via the town centre to Chandag
Road, Minsmere Road and the Wellsway with
up to eight departures a day. The 664 runs
from Somerdale to Saltford and back via
Waitrose and the High Street and the 665
provides four round trips from Somerdale
around the Park Estate, Lays Drive and
Broadlands Academy. 
Buses stop at all bus stops along the route and
as a 'hail and ride' service on roads which
have no fixed bus stops. The service is
operated by CT Coaches with financial
support from B&NES Council coming from
Section 106 contributions paid by housing
developers as a condition of planning
permission.
The full timetable can be viewed on line at
www.travelinesw.com while printed copies
are available at Keynsham Library.

Keynsham 

New bus services
start this week

Kingswood 

Friends group
in running for
royal honour

Annual coffee morning

The Friends of Grimsbury Farm have been nominated for
the prestigious Queen's Award for Voluntary Service.
The Friends support the community farm which has a
wide variety of animals, a playground, picnic area and
café. 
The award is the highest award given to volunteer groups
across the UK for outstanding work in their local
communities. 
The awards were created in 2002 to celebrate the Queen's
Golden Jubilee and winners are announced every 2nd
June - the anniversary of the Queen's Coronation. 
To even be nominated is considered a real privilege and
the Friends of Grimsbury Farm say it shows the
dedication and hard work of all their volunteers, past and
present.
Other local recipients of the award in recent years have
included Kingswood Museum, recognising the service,
commitment and hard work that the volunteers have
given to the local community over the years. 
Longwell Green Community Centre won the award for
facilitating a range of community events and activities
open to people of all ages and backgrounds.

The annual 3 Villages Coffee Morning organised by St Mary's
Church at Saltford, Holy Trinity at Newton St Loe and All
Saints at Corston will take place in Saltford Hall on Monday
13th February starting at 10am.
The event will be in aid of Dorothy House Hospice and CLIC
Sargent.
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CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 15th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(9.30am-4.30pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

9 4 7 5 6
2 3 4

5 4 1
5 3 4 1 8 6

3
1 6 8 4

6 5 3 9
3 7 8

2 4 3

2 1
6 1 5
8 4

5 9
2 1

5 9 6 8
5 1 9

4 3 8
6 8 9 7

Longwell Green 

Pensioner seriously
hurt after fleeing thief
knocks her overSt George 

Official launch of new play area Police have released a CCTV image after an elderly
woman suffered serious injuries when she was knocked to
the floor in M&S by a thief fleeing the shop with a basket
full of stolen meat.
The 81-year-old was taken to hospital following the incident
which happened in the food hall at about 5.20pm on
Wednesday 28th December. She underwent surgery to her hip
and arm.
PC Daniel Andrews said: “The man responsible may not have
set out to cause the victim harm but for the sake of a few beef
steaks has put her in hospital where she required surgery.
“Not only did the victim suffer serious injuries in this incident
but she has also been left extremely shaken by it.
“I appreciate the image we're releasing isn't that clear but I
firmly believe someone will recognise the man from the
distinctive T-shirt he is wearing. If you are the man pictured,
or know who he is, please get in touch.”
Anyone with information is asked to call 101 and provide the
police call handler with the reference 5216286855.

Youngsters have been making the most of the
new play area which opened at Dundridge Park
just before Christmas.
Attending the official opening were the Friends
of Dundridge Park, local councillors Fabian
Breckels and Asher Craig and Labour MP for
Bristol East Kerry McCarthy. 
Cllr Breckels paid tribute to the Friends group for

their hard work in improving facilities in the park
and for the community in responding positively
to the consultation that was carried out. 
Friends' chairman Geoff Reeson thanked the St
George councillors, St George Neighbourhood
Partnership, and Bristol City Council for their
support and funding that enabled the project to
get started.
The Neighbourhood Partnership paid for a fund-
raiser to help the Friends with their funding
applications, which proved an enormous success,
and Mr Reeson thanked SUEZ Communities
Trust for their grant of £47,679 that enabled the
play area to be installed. 
He also paid tribute to Friends' vice-chairman
Chris Deane and fundraiser Vivien Brinsdon for
all their hard work and dedication in improving
Dundridge Park.

               



Up the junction
Dear Editor
In response to G Warne's letter, the
fact the traffic is moving constantly at
a slow rate is the very reason it's
impossible to get on to from the feeder
roads (Tower Lane and Wraxall
Road). Hence the complaints. 
Completely see the writer's point,
when travelling along the ring road,
the junction is a dream. But it's a
nightmare for others.
S House

Death fear at
roundabout
Dear Sir
Until two weeks ago, the history of the
Woodstock roundabout on the Avon
Ring Road (A4174) held no particular
interest to me. Yes, I admit that living
in North Common and having to
traverse the aforementioned
roundabout on a regular basis, it
causes a sight irritation as it is the only

roundabout on the ring road that has
no traffic controlling lights on it.
Twice within one week cars
approaching from the Asda direction
failed to stop at the roundabout
oblivious to other drivers already on
the roundabout and dare I say that by
the grace of a higher being, did not
actually come into contact with
anyone else.
Yesterday morning, (Saturday 7th)
whilst waiting to negotiate the
roundabout from Tower Lane, my
wife and I witnessed what can only be
described as another near-miss when
yet again a car approaching from the
Asda direction failed to stop or even
slow before bursting onto the
roundabout and like in the previous
occasions, cause traffic to take violent
evasive action.
After witnessing these occurrences
and being involved in one, I now
approach the roundabout with dread
and apprehension. As an-ex frontline
emergency driver, all I can say is this

roundabout needs South
Gloucestershire to look seriously at
the best ways of how to make this
roundabout safe.
The speed limit on the ring road from
Asda roundabout to Warmley
roundabout is 50mph, which is
ignored in most cases. The roundabout
at Woodstock. is the only non-
staggered one on the ring road (thus
allowing cars to negotiate it at speed).
The visibility shields recently
installed only cause cars to encroach
onto the roundabout (or not stop at all)
so that they can see if traffic is
approaching from the right. There are
no rumble strips installed to inform
drivers that they are approaching a
roundabout.
Personally, I think this roundabout
requires four-way simple traffic lights
as the evidence of the past fortnight
has shown that drivers cannot be
trusted to abide to the speed limit or
slow down when approaching a
hazard (roundabout). I feel it is a
shame that due to the few, the majority
have to suffer the delay if traffic lights
were installed, but better that than the
loss of life which I fear will occur
unless South Gloucestershire Council
stump up the money to make this
roundabout safe - once and for all.
Paul Sweet, Warmley 

Respecting land and
livestock
Dear Becky
As a regular (I believe responsible)
user of the field belonging to Mr

Wilson in Bitton, I read the recent
item concerning an Alsatian worrying
sheep with concern.
I would NEVER knowingly enter the
field with my dog (either on or off her
lead) if livestock are present. But
there are never signs to show the field
is 'occupied' and due to its shape, it is
not always possible to see evidence of
occupation from the stile. As a result,
I've had occasion to leave smartly,
having rounded the bend in the river
only to see cattle present!
Might I suggest a sign by the stile to
indicate occupation? This could be as
simple as a red disc = livestock
present or a green disc = no livestock.
This would be quick and easy to do on
the part of the livestock owner and
alert the many responsible dog owners
who enjoy the field and DO clean up
after their pets, thus helping all
concerned.
I am aware that many people I meet in
the field are not 'locals' and travel to
the village specifically to use this
most pleasant walk. I do spread the
word if I see an unfamiliar face.
Sadly, I am also aware that some
people will insist on entering the field 
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from 'unauthorised' points and there
are also deluded owners who are
oblivious that animal instinct will take
over and that their 'soft as a brush' pet
can and will, go on the attack!
A Bitton resident

An apology from First
Dear Editor
I was very sorry to read the letter from
two people seeking to use the No 7
bus from Siston Common which
appeared in Issue No 455. 
I know from my own experience how
cold it can be to stand and wait and
although that Wednesday was sunny,
it was indeed bitterly cold, especially
first thing. 

I am not clear from the letter exactly
what time of day the writer was
seeking to travel but a wait of 55
minutes is clearly unacceptable. I
have looked at our records which
unfortunately indicate that we did
indeed suffer a breakdown of a
number 7 between 0830 and 0950 that
morning, which may be the
explanation of their delay. 
We were in fact running a Saturday
service on the three weekdays
between Christmas and New Year.
This provides for a 30-minute
frequency on the 7 route. This is
appropriate to the level of demand on
these days as there are far fewer
workers travelling between Christmas
and New Year. 
I am really sorry for the extra delay
that they suffered and through your
columns I would like to offer a
personal apology to them and indeed
to anybody else who has been delayed
for whatever reason over the
Christmas period. 
James Freeman 
Managing Director
First West of England

Land swap rumours
Dear Sir
I would like to call on Hanham
Community Centre to make public its
intention regarding the future of its
cricket and tennis clubs. 
The Community Centre are rumoured
to be talking to local developers over
a possible land swap, the land in
question being adjacent to the pond

further down Abbots Road. 
Speaking as a local resident I can see
no reason why either club would want
to give up a beautiful ground, for a
non-descript field beset by dog-
walkers and incessant noise from the
ring road. The location is not easily
accessible by foot and would be
especially dangerous on dark
evenings. 
I look forward to receiving an honest
respond from the centre. 
Name & address supplied 

Who remembers
'Mangotsfield Maggie'?
Dear Stephen
Rodway Ward resident Pete Selway has
asked me if I knew anything of a World 
War Two Royal Artillery gun nicknamed 
'Mangotsfield Maggie' which was based
on land opposite Rodway Common and
used for attacking Luftwaffe aircraft 
returning from raids on Bristol and Bath.

I have no knowledge, but hopefully one
of the Week In readers may have some
information?

Cllr Michael Bell
Rodway ward
South Glos Council

Our NHS is on the brink
Dear Editor
Our NHS is now creaking at the
seams, thanks to a persistent
ideological squeeze from the
Government. The health service has
been intentionally underfunded and
had its workforce demoralised since

the Conservatives came to power in
2010. Since the Health and Social
Care Act passed in 2012, NHS trusts
have crashed from a reasonable
budget surplus to a massive deficit. 
The situation has become so dire that
the Red Cross has had to step in to
help some hospitals, while in another
two patients died on trolleys in the
corridor awaiting treatment. The
Government's response, and that of
the Conservative-supporting press,
was to deny that the problem exists at
all and continue to distract people
with talk of Brexit. 
This crisis has to be resolved now, it
has to become the number one priority
in Westminster before it's too late. The
NHS desperately needs more money
and it urgently requires more staff,
even if that means missing
immigration targets or waiving tuition
fees in British universities. 
The South West Young Greens are
calling for immediate action across
the South West. Write to your MPs,
councillors and MEPs, especially if
they are Conservatives, and urge them
to put pressure on the Government to
tackle this crisis. Flood social media
with the news that the NHS is in
urgent need of rescue. Get the
message out loud and clear and stand
up for our most precious national
institution. 
South West Young Greens
Committee

See also page 20
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Ruddy (6)
8 Discharge cargo (6)
9 Ninth letter of the Greek alphabet (4)
10 Premolar tooth (8)
11 Normally (7)
13 Tranquil (5)
15 Lacking sense or substance (5)
17 Vegetable matter used as a source of

energy (7)
20 Guilty (8)
21 Past tense of tear (4)
23 Frail (6)
24 Deeds or actions (6)

DOWN
1 Singing range between soprano and tenor (4)
2 Printed errors (6)
3 Eccentric (7)
4 Premonition (5)
5 Household cabinet (6)
6 Strain of bacteria associated with anthrax (8)
12 Cheerful, confident (8)
14 Fizzy citrus drink (7)
16 Serviette (6)
18 A common standard of measurement (6)
19 Nuclear weapon (1-4)
22 Anger (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Ruddy (6)7
Discharge cargo (6)8
Ninth letter of the Greek alphabet (4)9
Premolar tooth (8)10
Normally (7)11
Tranquil (5)13
Lacking sense or substance (5)15
Vegetable matter used as a source of 
energy (7)

17

Guilty (8)20
Past tense of tear (4)21
Frail (6)23
Deeds or actions (6)24

Down

Singing range between soprano and tenor 
(4)

1

Printed errors (6)2
Eccentric (7)3
Premonition (5)4
Household cabinet (6)5
Strain of bacteria associated with anthrax 
(8)

6

Cheerful, confident (8)12
Fizzy citrus drink (7)14
Serviette (6)16
A common standard of measurement (6)18
Nuclear weapon (1-4)19
Anger (4)22

Keynsham 
'Birdgirl' to
give talk to
wildlife group
The Keynsham Group of
Avon Wildlife Trust has
invited 'Birdgirl' Mya-Rose
Craig to be the speaker at
their January meeting on
Friday (13th January).
An avid birder, blogger and
story teller, who lives in the
Chew Valley, the 14-year-old
will talk about being born
into a birding family and
finding her own path to
becoming a world birder.
The meeting is at 7.30pm at
Keynsham Baptist Church
Hall in the High Street.
Everyone is welcome and the
cost is £2.50 for adults, £1 for
under-16s. Refreshments will
be available during the break
with donations requested for
Avon Wildlife Trust. There
will be greetings cards, bird
food and second-hand books
for sale.

Kingswood 
Ofsted
highlights
'outstanding'
feature of
pre-school
Kingswood Methodist
Church Pre-School has been
given a 'Good' rating from
Ofsted following a recent
inspection, with the
education watchdog singling
out children's personal
development, behaviour and
welfare as 'Outstanding'.
The report says the manager
and staff are excellent role
models for children and
create a supportive, caring
atmosphere where children
develop high levels of
confidence and flourish. 
The quality of teaching is
said to be good and all
children make good progress
in their learning, given their
starting points. 
The manager and staff are
also praised for striving for
continuous improvement. 
There are 32 children on the
roll at the pre-school which
operates from the main hall
of Kingswood Methodist
Church.

Pedestrian crossing improvements have begun the A4 at
Saltford and as part of the six-week project, a short
section of road will be closed for five nights - and traffic
diverted via Corston, Chelwood, Pensford, Whitchurch,
Brislington and Keynsham.
The short stretch that will be shut overnight for resurfacing
works is between Lansdown Road and Tyning Road, not
including the junctions.
To get from one side of this section (where the shops are) to
the other using B&NES Council's official advertised
alternative route involves a 19-mile trip, although clearly
drivers with local knowledge will find shortcuts.
The alternative route published on B&NES Council's website
is: A4 Bath Road Saltford, from its junction with Tyning

Road, to the Globe Roundabout, A39 Wells Road, Two-
Headed Man junction with B3116, A39 Wells Road, A368,
Chelwood Roundabout, A37 New Road, A37 Pensford Hill,
A37 Bristol Road, A37 Hursley Hill, A37 Bristol Road, A37
Wells Road, junction with A4174 Wootton Park, A4174
Callington Road, A4 Bath Road, Hicks Gate roundabout, A4
Keynsham Bypass, Broadmead Roundabout, A4 Bath Road to
the junction with Lansdown Road. According to the AA's
Route Planner, this will take just under three-quarters of an
hour.
The night-time closures will be between 8pm and 6am on
dates still to be confirmed but some time after 30th January.
Look out for bus timetable changes closer to the time.

Saltford 
Lengthy night-time diversions during A4 improvements
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Avon & Somerset police are
looking for new volunteers to
join the 350 Special Constables
who support their police officers
every week.
If you have at least four hours a
week spare, can stay calm in a
crisis, communicate clearly,
resolve disputes tactfully, work
well in a team and act with
integrity, then this could be a
role for you.
You will have the opportunity to
work in a whole range of areas
from tackling anti-social
behaviour to assisting at the
scenes of accidents, from
conducting house-to-house
enquiries, to presenting
evidence in court or crowd
control at major events.
In return you'll build on your
leadership skills, challenge

yourself by getting out of your
comfort zone and increase your
self-confidence.  You'll get to
see the real impact of crime on
people's lives and be in an
extremely privileged position to

be able to make a difference.
To find out more about what the
role entails and the application
process visit the recruitment
page on the Avon & Somerset
Constabulary website.

Bath Bakery has gone into liquidation.
Nine of its 11 branches have recently been
sold to family bakery firm Parsons, which
has 44 stores.
Two were not sold - the ones in Temple
Street, Keynsham, and Moorland Road in
Bath - and it is understood the firm had
intended to concentrate on its wholesale
business.

However, at the end of last week staff, who
say they are owed money, were told the
company had gone into liquidation. The
firm's website and social media accounts
have been taken down, as have that of
Batch#5, a division of Bath Bakery. We
understand that Keynsham restaurant
Pomegranate has stepped in to run the
catering concessions in Keynsham Library

and the Civic Centre in Keynsham that
Bath Bakery had also held.
According to Companies House records,
Mark Slevin is the only director of the
company which is registered to an address
is in Sale, Trafford.
It is understood that a firm of Manchester
insolvency practitioners have been
appointed.
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Bakery chain goes bust

Special people needed
for a special role

Men
charged
with
murder
Two men have appeared
before Bristol Magistrates'
Court charged with the
murder of 31-year-old
Mohammed Abdurezek,
whose body was found with
multiple stab wounds at
Gibbs Lane in Siston on
Christmas Eve.
Karl Cullen, 42, and
Abdiwahab Abdulahi, 22,
both of no fixed address,
have been remanded in
custody. A third man, aged
22, has been arrested on
suspicion of murder and
released on bail until 15th
February.
Detectives have searched
properties at St George's
House in Church Drive, St
George, and property in
Craftes Court on Brook
Road, Fishponds, and
seized a car.
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Keeping Keynsham tidy
The first Big Womble of 2017 will take
place in Keynsham on Saturday 28th
January from 11am-1pm.
The Wombles will be gathering at
Waitrose and litter-picking in the roads
around Broadmead Lane, Waitrose, KFC
and Domino's. 
People of all ages are welcome to take
part and the Wombles have litter
grabbers, hi-vis jackets, gloves and
rubbish sacks. 
Waitrose has kindly given permission for
the Wombles to park in the customer car
park and asks that they sign in at the
customer services desk on arrival.
Another Big Womble is planned in

Keynsham on Saturday 4th March in
conjunction with Keep Britain Tidy's
Great British Spring Clean, which takes
place that weekend. 
Wombles will be starting from various
points in the town and will work their
way to the Bowls Club in the Memorial
Park for tea and cake. Equipment will be
available as usual. More volunteers are
welcome. All children need to be
accompanied by an adult. Contact
womble@transitionkeynsham.org
Keynsham Wombles will be holding their
annual post-Christmas/thank you party
this Saturday (14th January) from 6pm to
8.30pm in St John's Church Hall.

Shout out for knitters

Faith talk

St James' Church at Mangotsfield is
connecting with St Barnabas' Church at
Warmley, St Mary's at Bitton and St
Anne's at Siston to stage knitted Bible
stories in the four churches in October
and it is envisaged the whole exhibition
will be on display in Bristol Cathedral in
2018. 
People are needed to start knitting figures

now as there are many to make. Patterns
and materials can be provided and if
anyone has any spare wool they can
donate to this project it will be gratefully
received. 
For more information contact Sally
Sibley 0773 325 6372 or email
sallys@bristoldiocese.org

Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford have organised an evening on
Thursday 19th January with guest speaker David Wells. 
He is an internationally renowned speaker, writer and teacher, and one of his
well-known books is The Reluctant Disciple, a chronicle of his personal
reflections. The event will be held at Broadlands Academy, starting at 7pm.
There will be refreshments on arrival and to help with catering, people are
asked to obtain a free ticket, available from the offices of St John's Church and
Victoria Methodist (mornings only).
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SITUATION VACANT

£ EXTRA
INCOME

Do you have
10-25 hours spare

each week? 
Visit live-your-dreams.co.uk

and then call Phil  

Keynsham 

Surgery gets good
rating from
industry inspectors
West View Surgery in Park Road has been given a clean
bill of health after a visit by Care Quality Commission
inspectors.
The practice has 7,000 registered patients and a branch
surgery, the Severn Surgery, in Severn Way.
They surgery was rated as good in all key areas - well-led,
safe, effective, caring and responsive to people's needs.
The inspectors also highlighted areas of outstanding
practice, such as collaborative working with the midwife
and health visitor for travellers and boat people, which had
built trust and rapport between the families and health
services.
In total 95% of patients described the overall experience of
the GP practice as good compared to the local Clinical
Commissioning Group (CCG) average of 94% and a
national average of 85%.
And 91% of patients said they would recommend the
practice to someone who has just moved to the local area,
compared to the CCG average of 89% and a national
average of 78%.

Abus has slashed its Service 57 (Stockwood -
Brislington - Temple Meads - Broadmead -
Bristol City Centre) to one journey in each
direction at peak times only.
The bus company says it is as a result of the
withdrawal by Tesco of funding for the free
Brislington bus services (T1-T4) to the store
which Abus ran. This week Tesco's local
communications manager Rhodri Evans said:
“We can confirm that we have withdrawn the free
bus services to our Brislington Extra store. We
regret that we have not been able to make these
services work and would like to apologise to

those who enjoyed using it. 
“We are working hard to support customers
affected to find alternative ways of travelling to
our store, which is accessible via services offered
by commercial operators.” 
Another timetable change from Abus this week is
on the 349 (Keynsham, Brislington, Temple
Meads, Bristol City Centre, Broadmead, Cabot
Circus) service with the aim of providing more
reliable rush-hour journeys and give a more even
service when combined with First route 38. The
morning journey from Chandag Estate in
Keynsham is no longer running.

Bus blow for Brislington
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MOTORING

New year bonus
for car buyers
Vauxhall retailer Saltford Motor
Services is running a special New
Year 'Bonus Tag Event' where
customers can make significant
savings on new Vauxhall cars
During the event period, which
runs until 16th January, there are
'tags' on selected models offering
up to 22 per cent.
Sales manager Mark Thomas said:
“With many of us feeling the pinch
from Christmas, big purchases can
often be pushed to the back of the
priority queue. Fortunately, for
those in need of a new car this New
Year, the Vauxhall Bonus Tag
Event has come at an ideal time.
We'd like to invite all those
interested in a new vehicle to stop
by our dealership during the event
to take advantage of the offers
available.”
Contact Saltford Motor Services
at 491 Bath Road, phone 01225
873172 or go online to
www.vauxhall.co.uk/bonustagevent

Avon & Somerset police will be enforcing speed limits at
lots of locations this week including six roads in
Keynsham.
Expect to see them in the town at Albert Road, Wellsway,
Chandag Road, Charlton Park, Charlton Road and Queens
Road. 
Other locations in B&NES where drivers' speeds will be
monitored this week include the A39 at Farmborough and
Marksbury and the A431 Kelston Road. 
In Brislington the speed enforcement team will be on the
A4174 Callington Road as well as Broomhill Road, Talbot
Road, and Wick Road. Other locations in Bristol this week
include Snowdon Road in Fishponds and the A432 Fishponds
Road; Air Balloon Road and Nags Head Hill in St George, and
Stockwood Lane, Whitchurch Lane and Feeder Road. 
In South Gloucestershire, the following roads are being
targeted: the A4174 Avon Ring Road near Junction 1 of the
M32; the A432 Badminton Road, south of the ring road; the
A420 at Warmley and Wick; the A431 Bath Road at Bitton;
Abbots Road in Hanham; Court Farm Road in Longwell
Green; Blackhorse Road, Mangotsfield; Court Road and
Tenniscourt Road in Kingswood; Craven Way at Barrs Court,
and Mill Lane in Oldland.

Where the speed
cameras are this week

Bristol Advanced Motorists is running a course at
BAWA Health & Leisure Centre in Filton this month to
help young drivers become better motorists.
It will take place on Wednesday 18th January at 7.30pm.
Avon & Somerset Police Community Trust and South
Gloucestershire Council's Road Safety Team have
provided funding for the Advanced Driver course so that
local young people can improve their driving skills and
become skilful drivers - and receive a full refund of the
£149 course fee when they pass the test. 
The refund offer is open to drivers aged 17 to 24 who are
residents in the Bristol and South Gloucestershire local
authority area, or who work permanently in those areas,
or who are undertaking full-time education in the areas. 
This advanced driver course is also available to drivers
of any age who hold a full driving licence although the
refund offer only applies to young drivers. The
programme will give even the most experienced drivers
the skills required to take the advanced driver test. 
Pre-booking is required as places are limited. For more
information call 0117 256 5555.

Become a
better driver
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BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR 
SPECIALIST

� MOT TESTING STATION
� SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
� AIR CONDITIONING
� CAMBELTS & BRAKES
� CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
� COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
� COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
� TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
� SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS

AND MORE . . .

German Car Specialists with over 25 years 
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234

www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
� bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP

Tips for a worry-free winter
Well, it is that time of year again when the
wincing sound of grit pinging off the car as you
pass a gritting lorry becomes a familiar
annoyance. 

As a local car care expert, I'm going to share my
top 5 winter tips to get you through the winter
worry free.

Tip 1
Many cars these days come with 'Diamond Cut'
wheels, which are often two tone in colour and
very susceptible to corrosion - the salt on the
roads can accelerate this so make sure they are
rinsed with clean water or washed at least once a
week in the winter months.

Tip 2
While the weather is wet and cold, the windows
steam up more easily. Switch the Air
Conditioning (A/C) on for 10 minutes to help
clear the windows quickly after setting off.

Tip 3
Keep a spare bottle of screen wash in the car. The
extra dirt and salt from the roads can quickly dirty
the windscreen and as you're using more screen
wash than in the summer months, you're more
likely to run out quicker.

Tip 4
Set that alarm 10 minutes earlier! Instead of

rushing to the shops or to work because the
windows needed de-icing, plan the day to leave a
little earlier to ensure a safe journey.

Tip 5
Contrary to popular belief, leaving damage on
your car will not get worse over the course of one
winter, especially bumpers which are plastic. It
would be wise to get a professional to take a look
and advise if you're worried, however.
Until next time, happy motoring!

Matt Woodall
Owner of Revive! 
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Local health leaders have urged people to use A&E for
serious and life-threatening emergencies only following
a post-Christmas surge at hospitals across Bristol,
South Gloucestershire and North Somerset.
Last week the local NHS was placed on system-wide
escalation status (known as OPEL 4) due to high levels of
demand including in particular emergency services at
Southmead Hospital, Bristol Royal Infirmary, Bristol
Royal Hospital for Children and Weston General Hospital.
System escalation status means there is severe pressure on
services across the health and social care system.
Local health and care partners implemented agreed plans
to manage demand and restore capacity across the system,
including deploying extra staff to emergency departments,
opening extra beds where possible, rescheduling non-
urgent routine hospital appointments and operations and
increasing community and primary healthcare capacity.
On Monday health chiefs said they had seen “some signs
of improvement” in the local health and social care system
across Bristol, North Somerset and South Gloucestershire
and reduced the operational pressures level from 4 to 3. 
But they said the local health and social care system
remained under “significant pressure” and partners were
continuing to work together to manage demand and restore
capacity.
A wide range of NHS services are available offering fast,
local treatment and advice for minor injuries and illnesses.
They include pharmacies, out-of-hours GP services, minor
injuries units and walk-in centres and the NHS 111 advice
line. Help and advice on getting the right care, first time is

available from the free NHS 111 service or local NHS
Clinical Commissioning Group websites at
www.bristolccg.nhs.uk, www.northsomersetccg.nhs.uk or
www.southgloucestershireccg.nhs.uk
Further advice for parents caring for poorly children is
available by downloading the free paediatric HANDi App.
Free NHS 'service finder' smartphone apps for Bristol,
North Somerset and South Gloucestershire, offering on-
the-go advice and guidance on finding a local NHS
service, are also available to download from the Android
and Apple app stores. Pharmacists can advise on minor
ailments and self-care for very minor conditions. 
Minor injuries units are available in Bristol, Clevedon and
Yate for fast, local treatment of problems such as strains,
sprains and broken bones, without needing a trip to A&E.
They are available seven days a week. Dial 111 for details.
Patients in South Gloucestershire can also access a minor
injury service from their local GP practice during normal
practice hours.
Bristol has a walk-in centre at 59 Broadmead and an
urgent care centre at South Bristol Community Hospital,
offering the same services as minor injuries units, as well
as help with minor illnesses and emergency contraception
and advice. Meanwhile in B&NES high levels of demand
are also putting local health and care services under
significant pressure, with organisations across the system
working together to manage the demand and restore
capacity as soon as possible. Some non-urgent hospital
appointments and operations have been rescheduled and
extra staff have been deployed to the emergency

department and hospital wards. Extra beds have also been
made available in care homes so frail elderly patients can
be discharged from hospital more quickly.
This week Dr Ian Orpen, a GP and Clinical Chair of
B&NES Clinical Commissioning Group, thanked staff
who he said were “working extremely hard to maintain
services and high quality patient care at this challenging
time”. 
“The public can play their part too by only attending A&E
if it is a real emergency. If you have an urgent health
concern then please call NHS 111 for advice so they can
direct you to the most appropriate service to get the help
you need.”
There is an Urgent Care Centre next to the A&E
department at the Royal United Hospital for patients who
have an urgent need to see a GP or nurse but whose illness
or injury isn't life-threatening and does not require a visit
to the Emergency Department. Appointments are obtained
via 111.
* People with cold and flu symptoms, as well as winter
sickness, are being urged to keep away from hospitals.

'Think twice before using A&E'

Southmead Hospital
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A 68-year-old man convicted of abusing two
boys at a primary school in South
Gloucestershire, where he worked as a
caretaker, was last Friday jailed for 18
months.
The sentencing of Brian Kelly, from
Kingswood, followed a trial at Bristol Crown
Court at which he was found guilty last month
of four non-recent offences of sexually
assaulting a child.
Kelly committed the abuse on the boys on the
school site where he worked as a caretaker and
also looked after the school's sports clubs. The
victims were aged between eight and ten at the
time.
Investigating officer Det Con Louise
Macpherson said: “Brian Kelly abused his
position at the school to abuse two pupils in an
outbuilding within the school premises. These
offences amount to a grotesque breach of trust
and he would ask the victims not to disclose
the offences he'd committed on them,
sometimes giving them presents to help buy
their silence.
“I'd like to praise the bravery of the victims in

this case, as well as the affected school and
local authority, for their unflinching support
and assistance with our inquiry.
“I hope this case acts as a reassuring reminder
to other victims that sexual abuse of any kind
will always be thoroughly investigated. You
will be believed and supported.”
If you have any information you'd like to
provide to the inquiry team, contact North East
Investigations via 101 and quote reference
5371015.
Victims of rape or sexual assault, recent or
non-recent, can also self-refer to The Bridge, a
Sexual Assault Referral Centre available 24/7
365 days a year. Visit thebridgecanhelp.org.uk
or call 0117 342 6999.
The Bridge provides medical care and
emotional and practical support to anyone
affected by rape and sexual assault. You can
call for help and decide about talking to the
police later.
You can also visit thisisnotanexcuse.org for
details of charities and organisations who are
experts in supporting victims.

Kingswood man jailed
for child abuse offences

Staple Hill 

Get fit in Page Park
A new series of Walking for Health walks begins in Page Park
every Tuesday and Friday morning from 17th January. 
The walks, organised by South Gloucestershire Council's
Community Spaces Improvement Team, are suitable for
people new or returning to walking and also for walking aid
users.  Meet at the sensory garden gate at 10.30am for a stroll
around the park followed by a cuppa in the bowls club.  
There is a free training day on Wednesday 1st February for
anyone interested in becoming a Walking for Health volunteer
leader or assistant. Contact Frances Etchells, Walking for
Health project worker, on 01454 863312.

Brian Kelly
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South Gloucestershire
Council is extending its
annual Spring Clean
campaign for 2017 to allow
more people to join in. 
Last year a total of 55 groups
took part in organised events
in the district, collecting
more than 500 bags of litter.
This year's campaign will

take place from 18th
February to 14th May and it
is hoped even more residents
will lend a hand in clearing
up their neighbourhoods and
open spaces.
The council is teaming up
with Keep Britain Tidy's new
Great British Spring Clean,
which follows the success of
last year's Clean for the
Queen campaign, and will
focus on encouraging litter
pick events over the
weekend of 3-5 March.
But you can organise an
event at any time during the
three-month Spring Clean
and by avoiding the most
popular weekends, the

council is more likely to be
able to lend your group litter
picking equipment.
Friends, families, neigh-
bours, parish and town
councils, community and
voluntary groups, church
groups, schools, students,
youth clubs, Scouts, Cadets,
Brownies, Guides, and
businesses are all invited to
join in and tidy up their
town, village, High Street,
woodland or park.
If you would like to get
involved and organise a
Spring Clean event near you
there's more information and
details of how to register at
http://tinyurl.com/z4zwwvx

South Glos 

Help clean up your
neighbourhood this spring

Compton Dando 
Beth Porter
in concert
Cellist and singer-
songwriter Beth Porter
will perform at St Mary's
Church on Friday 27th
January at 7.30pm.
She will be joined by the
Availables, a varying
number of musicians
depending on availability.
Beth has more than 70
album credits on a wide
spectrum of genres, from
Newton Faulkner and
Eliza Carthy to Kula
Shaker. She has released a
debut album with the
Availables called Open
Doors.
Tickets for the concert at
St Mary's are £10. Call
01761 490644.

Litter pickers in Bitton were among the 55 groups taking part last year

Bitton/Oldland Common 

Hats off to a
history trail
Bitton Parish History Group's next talk will be about hat
making, the most important local occupation 200 years
ago in Oldland Common.
The making of felt hoods and hats from wool and animal fur
saw half of the working population in Oldland, plus their
families, involved in this cottage industry.
The speaker at the meeting at St Anne's Church Hall on
Tuesday 17th January will be Tony Harding who will bring
along pictures of the workshops, houses and small factories
that still remain in the area.
The hatters, although in a trade that involved hard work with
hazards including mercury (hence the term 'mad as a hatter'),
became relatively affluent among their neighbours who were
miners and farm hands. 
If you have one of these local family names, your ancestors
would have run a hat-making business in Bitton or Oldland:
Allsop, Amos, Andrews, Bailey, Bennett, Bowyer, Brown,
Bryant, Chandler, Clark, Colborne, Conolly, Cook, Curtis,
Davis, Drew, England, Flook, Fowler, Francombe, Fudge,
Hallier, Hicks, Holder, Hollister , Howse, Isles, Jarrett, Lacey,
Lowe, Maggs, Morgan, Ody, Pullen, Roach, Short,
Simmonds, Scully, Skidmore, Skuse, Smith, Spill, Stone,
Taylor, Turner, Williams, Wiltshire. The talk next Tuesday is
at 7pm for 7.30pm. Find out more about the history group at
http://www.bittonhistory.org.uk or call the secretary Mike
Gates on 0117 9328777.
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Electrification of GWR may never be
completed, says Network Rail boss
More concerns have emerged this
month as to whether the deferred
stage of the Great Western
Railway electrification will ever be
completed.
Last November it was announced
that the track between Thingley
Junction (near Corsham) and Bristol
Temple Meads would not be
electrified and that the new breed of
electric trains would run on diesel
power for this part of the journey.
However, Rail Minister Paul
Maynard insisted at the time that the
project had not been scrapped but
deferred and while refusing to be
drawn on a precise date, it was
widely assumed, both in Whitehall
and the rail industry, that the work
would be included in the next
Government round of spending for
2019-24.
But an article in January's Modern
Railways magazine questions
whether the work will ever be
completed. In an interview with
Network Rail chief executive Mark
Carne, he defends the decision as
responsible management when there
is no money left and claims the new
bi-mode (diesel and electric power)
trains will deliver “almost” all the
same benefits for passengers when
they enter service. 
However, the article goes on to quote
industry sources as saying Secretary
of State for Transport Chris Grayling

has “lost enthusiasm” for further
electrification projects, and the tone
from Network Rail seems to be if it's
going to be almost as good without,
then why bother completing the
overhead wiring? 
It is perhaps the use of words like
“almost” in Mark Carne's comments
to Modern Railways which should
give cause for some concern. Also,
elsewhere in the same issue of the
magazine are reports that type testing
of the new bi-mode trains has been
delayed, and it is still not known
whether they can match the
performance of the existing HST
trains when they are running on
diesel power alone. Even though the
West is a region that contributes
more to Government than it receives
and its creaking rail system is
operated using 40-year-old trains, the
fear in many quarters is that once
more, it will have to 'make do'.
It's not all bad news, of course.
Bristol Parkway is on schedule for
full electrification with more
frequent and faster services to the
capital. But there are wider
implications to the deferred
electrification for Bath and Bristol
Temple Meads.  Faster mainline
services have a part to play in the
upgrade of local services and key
elements of the planned MetroWest
network, such as the rail junction east
of Temple Meads and the line from

there to Parkway, are still to be
confirmed.
The other issue is rolling stock. It
wasn't just the Corsham to Temple
Meads part of the project which was
deferred last November but
significant areas of the Thames
Valley between Oxford and Didcot,
as well as Windsor and Henley. The
diesel commuter trains operating
those services were destined for this
area once they were replaced by
electric trains, so that's been
“deferred” too.
What is even more bizarre is the
reason for the initial deferment was
to save £165m on the £5bn project to
use “elsewhere” on the network. The
Modern Railways article also
highlights what we have reported
previously, that to offset the non-
delivery of the Thames Valley trains,
HST trains which will become
redundant once the new bi-modes
begin operating, and will be retained
in a shorter form for use on local

services. However, the cost of
converting and then operating these
old gas guzzlers is estimated by the
magazine to be … £165m, the
amount supposedly being saved by
the deferral of full electrification!
In Issue 451 (1st December) we
referred to a National Audit Office
report on the Great Western Rail
electrification which estimated the
full cost of the decision could be as
much as £330m - twice the amount
supposedly saved. The Rail Minister
Paul Maynard was visibly shaken by
all accounts when called to the House
last year to explain himself in a
debate called by Bristol North MP
Charlotte Leslie. She was supported
by the three opposition MPs
representing Bristol constituencies.
And it seems they are none too happy
in the Thames Valley either. Local
MPs and councils have reacted with
equal anger and are pressing the
minister to understand that “almost”
is not quite the same as “all”.

The sign of things to come? One of the new trains at Paddington

The first British built Hitachi train was rolled out last month
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B&NES 

Huge financial challenge for
council as it draws up budget
B&NES Council has begun the final
process in formulating its budget for
the next financial year, as well as its
longer term strategy to achieve savings
of £49m by 2020.
That's the figure council leader Tim
Warren says will be necessary to combat
the reducing level of Government
subsidy. 
Describing it as an “unprecedented
challenge” for the council, he said:
“Funding to local government has been
falling since 2010, while the cost of
delivering services continues to rise.
Demand for a range of services is also
rising quickly as our population grows
and changes and this puts pressure on
resources.
“Our savings proposals will ensure that
the council continues to live within its
means, whilst protecting frontline
services as far as possible and continuing
to invest in important local priorities,
such as affordable housing, transport
improvements and economic growth to
create good local jobs.”
To that end, Cabinet Member for Finance
& Efficiency Charles Gerrish says £41m
of potential savings have been identified,
£12m of which is being delivered in the
current financial year which ends in
March. He said: “Over the past year, we
have undertaken a thorough root-and-
branch review of all spending in order to
meet the biggest financial challenge in the

council's history. We have left no stone
unturned in our efforts to increase
efficiency, find new income streams and
ensure the organisation is as lean as it can
be.”
Keen to stress that savings don't simply
equal cuts, he said the council was
actively investing to save on up-front
costs as well as to generate income.
“Savings are often about doing things
differently, rather than not at all,” he told
The Week In.
One such area is adjusting to increased
demand by residents to interact with the
council digitally. Stressing the three One
Stop Shops in Bath, Keynsham and
Midsomer Norton were still a key part of
the plan, he said the council was having to
react to the fact that increasing numbers
were opting for digital contact over face-
to-face.
Libraries are a contentious issue for many
local authorities at present but the council
sees the Keynsham model, where the One
Stop Shop and other services are
available under the same roof, as the way
forward. Plans have already been
announced to relocate the Bath library to
the same location as the One Stop Shop.
Where there is consolidation there is
naturally the fear of job losses. The areas
identified could see up to 150 posts
disappear over the next three years but
that figure will mainly be achieved
through natural wastage. In keeping with

the 'doing things differently' approach
Cllr Gerrish anticipates redeployment
will be used rather than redundancy as
more efficient delivery of services will
still require key staff.
In terms of income generation, B&NES
has been accepted as one of the pilot
authorities for the Government's business
rates retention policy due to roll out in
2020. By getting on board early with the
scheme, the council estimates it will
generate £2.5m additional revenue from
next year.
The council is also planning to develop its
commercial property portfolio to generate
additional income.  Already a major
landlord in the retail property
(particularly in Bath city centre) the plan
is to acquire suitable industrial sites,
taking advantage of the low rates at which
the council can borrow money. Cllr
Gerrish highlighted one existing
arrangement which was already good
generating income for the council after
the cost of servicing the loan.
As last year, B&NES will apply a council
tax 2% precept to cover adult social care.
The changing demographic is resulting in
greater demand for services while the
introduction of the National Living Wage
has seen costs rise in this sector. Although
the surcharge will generate an additional
£1.5m for adult services, the council is
still looking to commission services by
working with partner agencies, such as

with the current 'Your Care Your Way'
programme.
Cllr Gerrish said: “As a result of this
work, and the council's robust financial
management, we are in a better position
than many other councils to protect the
important frontline services that are
valued by residents and which vulnerable
people most rely upon. However, we
won't be able to avoid some very difficult
decisions over the level of funding for
some services, and there will need to be a
fundamental re-shaping of the way some
services are delivered to ensure the
council balances its books and lives
within its means.”
The three executive plans which dictate
the budget are currently being reviewed
by the council's scrutiny panels before
being considered at the Cabinet meeting
on 1st February. The final council tax rate
will be agreed at that point but our
understanding is that it will not exceed
the 2% limit for which a referendum
approval would be needed. 
The final adoption of the budget will be at
the full council meeting scheduled for
14th February.

Keynsham, an example for the future of libraries
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Oldland Common 

Former award-winning pub is
lost as planning appeal succeeds
The Cherry Tree pub can be
converted into seven
apartments, a planning
inspector has ruled.
Last summer, members of South
Gloucestershire Council's
Development Control Committee
voted by a majority to refuse
permission for the change of use,
against the advice of their
planning officers.
The councillors felt insufficient
evidence had been shown that the
pub was no longer viable. In
2013 it was named Kingswood
Community Pub of the Year, and
the councillors said its loss would
cause “significant and
demonstrable harm” that
outweighed the benefits of more
housing.
They also said the design didn't
provide enough private or

communal space for most of the
seven homes proposed. They also
felt there wasn't suitable access
to nearby public open space via
convenient and safe walking
routes.
The applicant, HB Property Ltd,
appealed and the inspector
appointed by the Secretary of
State has subsequently found in
the developer's favour and
granted permission for the
conversion, which includes a rear
extension.
He said the pub had been in use
up until September 2015 and
there had been a specialist
marketing exercise which had led
to nine viewings, three of which
resulted in offers for alternative
uses of the site: “Based on the
evidence before me, I have no
reason to disagree with the
duration or the type of marketing
exercise undertaken. 
“I note that two pubs and the
Oldland Village Club, which has
two licensed bars, are all within
800 metres of the site. The
proposal has demonstrated that
there is no longer a demand to
use the premises as a public
house and that there is suitable
alternative provision within a
walkable distance of the site.
Consequently, the proposal
would not harm the vitality of the
local community.”
The inspector said two of the
proposed apartments would have
private courtyards and a shared
outdoor amenity area is
proposed. He pointed out that the
council's current policy does not
prescribe minimum space
standards.

He said a number of public open
spaces could be reached safely
and conveniently on foot via
public footpaths and pedestrian
crossing, and concluded that the
proposal would not have a
harmful effect on the living
conditions of future residents. 
Some local people had raised
concerns about access which the
inspector dismissed, saying there
had been no objection from the
highway authority and that
refusing the plans on road safety

and parking grounds could not be
justified bearing in mind the
comings and goings when it was
a pub.
Responding to local concerns
about the effect on the privacy of
pupils at nearby St Anne's
School, and Oldland Pre-School
and on surrounding homes, he
said the angled window design
and separation distances
involved would ensure the
development would not have a
harmful effect.

Alert after
motorbike
thefts
Police are urging moped and
motorcycle riders to update
their security after more than a
dozen thefts in the Bristol and
South Gloucestershire area in
recent weeks.
Vehicles have been taken from
shoppers' car parks and
residential streets at any time
of day or night, some after
being left for just a short time.
Even in busy areas thieves
have forced disc locks and
broken steering locks to steal
bikes.
If you witness someone
behaving suspiciously around
a motorbike, moped or
scooter, you are asked to call
the police straight away. If
you think there's a crime
happening and the offender is
still in the area call 999,
otherwise call the 101
number.
Officers recommend using
alarms and security devices
which have been tested and
approved by locksmiths - visit
www.soldsecure.com for
details. 
Their security advice includes
using permanent security
marker or etch your bike and
its parts with the registration
number, getting an engine cut-
off switch fitted and fitting a
tracking device.

           



Following too much plum pudding
and general laziness over Christmas
and New Year, it's always a good idea
to venture out and walk off a little
over indulgence.  Castle Combe, with
its old world charm, is an ideal place
to do this, especially with delicate
frost clinging to it.
Parking in the car park at the top of the
village, I walk down the hill to the
centre, passing Market Cross and honey-
coloured Cotswold houses glinting in
the bright winter sunshine.  Continuing
down to the Bybrook, I see the usual
Japanese tourists on the old stone bridge
capturing the beautiful scene on their hi-
tech devices.   
The day I choose this ramble the
Bybrook is adorned with frost bubbles
and wispy emerald green grass was
carried downstream under the icy

water's surface.  Walking about a
quarter of a mile, I turn left on to a
public right of way which takes me over
another ancient stone bridge, the
winding brook meandering beneath it.  
The tufty grass walkway slowly takes
me uphill to where ragged bushes and
trees force me to negotiate my progress
with care.  The icy ground has hardened
what could be a muddy section.  
Once on higher ground, there are
splendid views of misty wooded
hillsides and snowy white sheep.
Unfortunately for these creatures,
however, they had recently been shorn;
they could do with their winter woollies.
To the left, icy trees bereft of flora and
fauna stretch black bony branches to the
brilliant blue sky.  
As I walk I see other ramblers wearing
Christmas present hats, scarves and

haversacks.  We acknowledge each
other with the obligatory “Good
Morning,” and press on enthusiastically
to savour the rest of the delights this
gem of mid-winter holds.
Walking on I see more animals in the
sloping fields to the right.  This time I
am surprised to discover small donkeys.
These have longer fur than the sheep
and stare up at me with large sorrowful
eyes.  Their small frames, usually seen
on much warmer days in beaches all
over England, look incongruous in the
frozen, dew-lit field.
The walk now takes me higher and
becomes more wooded.  After a few
minutes a stile comes into view.  Once
over I follow the path down into a very
small hamlet called Long Dean.  It has a
handful of chocolate box houses, one
with its own little rowing boat tethered
near the brook at the bottom of its
picturesque garden.  The only
communal facility seems to be the red
Victorian post box built into the wall of
the most centrally placed house in the
hamlet. At this point I turn left and
follow the lane with an open poultry
field to the right and high woods to the
left.  Roughly 100 yards further I join a
narrow country road and bear left.
Steep banks are either side of the road
with tall trees towering above them.
The winding hill teases me with its

twists and turns.  As I pant my way
round one bend I see the road disappear
to what I think is the top.  However,
once again another fairly steep bend
takes its place. The hill probably only
takes about 10 minutes to climb.  
Now at the top on a slightly wider road
I find myself adjacent to the Castle
Combe Racing Circuit which is to my
right.  It is quite a distraction from the
sound of chirruping robins to hear the
roar of a racing car.  However, this is an
easy section and takes me along the road
towards Upper Castle Combe where the
original castle would have stood.
Before reaching the crossroads I turn
left on the public walkway into a narrow
lane.  The houses on the right are larger
than in the valley of Castle Combe and
have well-tended gardens.  These houses
eventually peter out and I find myself
again on a wooden stony track that
drops steeply through the woods.
Following this lane I return to Castle
Combe where hot coffee awaits me at a
selection of pubs or a coffee shop.  
The tourists are still here.  I hear
American accents and see
photographers doing their best to
capture the magical misty miracle of
Castle Combe.  For us it's a short drive
away.  For them it's a once-in-a-lifetime
experience and fairy-tale England at its
best. 
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A frozen winter walk
Christine Rogers discovers the perfect antidote to the festive excesses.
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Sudoku Solutions

2 9 3 4 7 5 6 1 8
6 8 1 9 2 3 5 7 4
7 5 4 1 6 8 2 3 9
5 7 2 3 4 1 9 8 6
4 3 8 6 5 9 1 2 7
1 6 9 7 8 2 3 4 5
8 1 6 5 3 4 7 9 2
3 4 7 2 9 6 8 5 1
9 2 5 8 1 7 4 6 3

4 2 9 5 7 8 6 3 1
6 7 1 9 3 2 4 5 8
8 3 5 4 1 6 7 9 2
1 8 7 2 5 4 9 6 3
3 4 6 7 8 9 2 1 5
5 9 2 1 6 3 8 4 7
7 5 8 6 4 1 3 2 9
9 1 4 3 2 7 5 8 6
2 6 3 8 9 5 1 7 4

2-Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
A E O H C B

F L O R I D U N L O A D
T R D N O C

I O T A B I C U S P I D
T A H E L

U S U A L L Y S T I L L
A L L U

I N A N E B I O M A S S
G A H M E

C U L P A B L E T O R E
I K O A R A

I N F I R M D O I N G S
E N B E C E
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for a minimum run of 
4 weeks

Accountancy
Services

Advertising

Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Blinds

Appliances

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

REPAIRS, NEW AND
USED COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Dance Classes

Electrical

Chimney Sweep
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for a minimum run of 
4 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Electrical

Events

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Garden Services

Hair & Beauty

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Holidays

Home
Maintenance

Home
Maintenance

Locksmiths

Home Help
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for a minimum run of 
4 weeks

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
35 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Hi I am Peter
Friendly & Loving
Age nearly 56 looking for
friendship and maybe more,
waiting to hear from you
ladies age between late
40's up to 60's. number to
contact 07856 255715

Personal

Pet Care

Pet Care

DEADLINE
FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY
ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Plumbers

Plastering

Physiotherapy

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS FRIDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

LPs & Vinyl

Painting
& Decorating
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Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory is the

perfect place to find a

local tradesperson.

Adverts cost £4 per
centimetre (min 5cm)
The more weeks you

book the cheaper each
insertion becomes

1 week = £20
2 weeks = £18
6 weeks = £17
12 weeks = £14
26 weeks = £13
52 weeks = £12

All prices per week
exc VAT

You don't have to book
successive weeks. You
can choose fortnightly,

monthly or specific
insertion dates as long as

the total number of
insertions booked
corresponds to the

discount rate.

Similar percentage
discounts apply equally to

larger sized adverts.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£20.00
+ VAT

per insert
Discounts are available

for a minimum run of 
4 weeks

THE WEEK IN
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Plumbers

Property
Maintenance

Skip Hire

TVs

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bereavement

Waste Disposal
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