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Four people were arrested and some people were hurt at a
huge illegal New Year's rave at an empty warehouse in
Keynsham.
At just after midnight on 1st January police received calls from
members of the public to reports of an unlicensed music event
taking place at the premises in Unity Road.

'Over 1,000' gather at

A young family in the flat above Grounded in Brislington
woke in the early hours of Wednesday 30th December to find
their home full of smoke as firefighters arrived to tackle a
blaze at the café.
Four engines from Brislington, Temple and Bedminster fire
stations were sent to the café in Sandy Park Road which was
heavily smoke logged. The fire was discovered in a store
room and is thought to have started accidentally as a result
of a fault in a boiler. Six firefighters in breathing apparatus
used two high pressure hose reels to extinguish the blaze.
Damage was caused to the store room, with smoke affecting
the rest of the café as well as the flat. The family above -
including a baby girl - were reportedly shaken but unharmed.
The café reopened on Saturday once repair work had been
carried out.

Brislington 

Family escapes café blaze
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When the first officers attended, the illegal rave was under way
and it is understood there were more than 1,000 people there.
Police say they identified the organisers and halted the event.
Four people were arrested on suspicion of conspiring to cause
a public nuisance and sound equipment was seized. 
A 41 year-old Bristol man, a 28-year-old Bridgend man, and a
27-year-old man and 17-year-old boy from Hampshire have
since been released on bail until early March.
Supt Cath Johnstone said: “Unlicensed music events pose a
serious risk to public safety and our primary focus has to be on
bringing the event to a safe and controlled conclusion.
“There were a large number of people in attendance and we
needed to have the right number of resources in place to make
sure they could leave without putting themselves or others at
risk.
“We're aware there has been significant disruption to local
residents and I'd like to assure people we were using all
available powers to close it down safely.

“A small number of people received minor injuries due to the
nature of the unstructured event and we worked with our
colleagues in the ambulance service to ensure they received
treatment.
“We'll be carrying out an investigation to establish the full

circumstances and to ensure all criminal offences are pursued
and we'll be liaising directly with residents to explain our
response and the complexities of dealing with events of this
nature.”

illegal New Year's rave in Keynsham

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

The disused building in Unity Road.



The chief executive of Bath & North East Somerset Council has
been awarded an OBE in the Queen's New Year Honours list.
Dr Jo Farrar, who joined the council as its chief executive in
August 2012, was recognised by the Queen for her long-
standing commitment to public services. 
Dr Farrar has extensive experience of managing the delivery of
frontline council services including children, transportation,
waste management, adult social care and regeneration at Bath
& North East Somerset Council. Her previous roles include chief
executive of Bridgend County Borough Council (2007-2012)
where she led a major programme of transformational change.
Prior to that she had a number of other high profile roles with
organisations including Cardiff Council, the Welsh Government,
London Borough of Camden and the Government's Cabinet
Office, where she worked as Deputy Director (2000-2003)
alongside the Cabinet Secretary and Prime Minister to deliver
public service reform. Nationally Dr Farrar is the leading local
government chief executive for the programme to relocate
Syrian refugees.

Plans to build 12 apartments on a disused site right by a
roundabout in the middle of Kingswood are causing
concern. 
The old NHS premises next to the post office in Hanham Road 
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Controversy over plans

Council boss awarded OBE
in New Year Honours



have been unused for at least three years. Now a developer has
submitted plans to South Gloucestershire Council to demolish the
two-storey building and build 12 two-bedroomed apartments over
three floors, along with eight parking spaces and 12 spaces for
bicycles.
The developer, Mr P Yates from Portishead, says that if the site is
not developed, the building, formerly used by the Kingswood
Learning Difficulty Service, could be subject to trespassing and
criminal damage, and adds: “The site is in a prime area of
Kingswood and a residential apartment scheme is very fitting. We
feel the strong modern design will be welcomed to such a focal
building's location.”
But worries have been voiced locally about the “hazardous”
access to the site, which is right by a roundabout that diverts one-
way traffic away from the busy high street, and about the impact
on parking as only eight spaces are proposed. 
Several objections lodged on the council's website include this
from a Moravian Road resident: “There is already a big problem

with parking in Laurel Street, Bright Street and surrounding areas.
Putting 12 flats and only eight parking places is just going to
cause more problems…the Post Office are parking their vans
every day from 3pm until at least 10am the next day. We have
also got the problem of Post Office staff parking up from 6am
every day. We have even had staff knocking on our doors at 6.30
in the morning asking if we are moving yet. 
“At the moment people are getting very angry about the parking
situation in this area. We also have the added problem of other
businesses parking in adjoining roads. If the residents of the flats
have a car each or two-car families, it is going to be absolutely
impossible to park anywhere. “
A travel plan statement has been submitted by consultants in
support of the proposed development, saying it incorporates
many elements that will reduce the need for residents to travel by
single occupancy vehicles and encourage walking, cycling and
public transport use.
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to build 12 apartments by busy roundabout
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Well-known and respected St George councillor Ron
Stone, who served for over 30 years, died at the Bristol
Royal Infirmary on 30th December after a short illness. He
was 73.
Tributes have poured in to Cllr Stone who held many roles
during his time as a councillor including chairing duties of Bristol
City Council's Licensing Committee and the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership.
Mayor George Ferguson said:  “I am very sorry to hear of the
death of Councillor Ron Stone. He had an undying passion for
Bristol and for those least able to help themselves. I always
enjoyed his directness and wry humour - even when directed at
me!”
“As a councillor for St. George West for 30 years, Ron had a
vast knowledge of his neighbourhood and the people he
served, making him an excellent ward councillor who made a
real difference. With his keen sense of social justice, Ron made
an enormous contribution to life in Bristol. He was an
'establishment rebel', always without his civic robes but seldom
without his camera, recording people and events.
Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy said:  “Ron Stone was an
incredibly hard-working and conscientious councillor for St
George West, who served the ward with absolute dedication for
three decades. He knew his ward back to front, and was always
totally on top of all the local issues and casework.

“There are many ways in
which he made a tangible
difference in St George
West, from helping
hundreds of people with
individual problems, to
getting investment in
Meadow Vale Community
Centre and the play area
in St George Park.”
And Labour Group leader
on the city council Cllr
Helen Holland said: “Ron
was a long-standing
councillor and a true
champion of St George West - a community he was proud to
serve day in and day out for those three decades. 
“As a man of great integrity, Ron will be remembered as a
steadfast campaigner and committed socialist dedicated to
furthering social justice and equality in Bristol and beyond. The
Labour Party has lost one of its most committed councillors. 
“Bristol is a better city because of Ron Stone's unwavering
public service.  He will be greatly missed by all those who knew
him and our thoughts are with his family and friends.”
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St George

Death of well-known councillor
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 8 2
4

4 5 1
4 1 3

3 7 9 2
9 8 6 4

6 5 3
5 1 7 3 4
6 2 8 5 9

8
6 3

9 6 3
4 1 5

2 7
7 9 6

4 1 2
2 6 9

3 4 1

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 10th January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

St Mary's Church in Bitton has now submitted a business
case for its proposed car park in the Green Belt - but it has
not impressed South Gloucestershire Council's
conservation expert who says planning permission should
still be refused.
Church elders have warned that with high running costs and an
ageing congregation, the 1,000-year-old church could close
within 20 years. They are keen to boost income by increasing
the activities St Mary's offers to the community, but say the lack
of a car park is a major constraint. 
Church Road and Church Lane become clogged with vehicles
during Sunday services, weddings and funerals, with cars often
badly parked on pavements and across driveways.
The solution they have come up with is a 30-space car park on
part of the Glebe Field behind the church. The field is owned by
the Diocese of Bristol and currently used for grazing cattle and
the annual fete. 
The proposal came before South Gloucestershire's
Development Control Committee last August when planning
officers said the problems of falling numbers and maintenance
costs were not specific to St Mary's and the car park plans did
not outweigh the harm that would be caused to the Green Belt.
At the time councillors deferred the application to allow the
church to prepare a business case, which was submitted to the
council in December.
Responding to it, council conservation officer Rob Nicholson
says that from the list of activities and events the church is
planning, it is only the spring concerts and summer festival
proposed for the Glebe Field that appear to be an entirely new

potential source of income, adding: “Like the wedding
proposals for the field, there is no reason why these cannot take
place with only informal parking within the field as currently
provided.”
More than 10 statements of support for the car park have been
lodged with the council and over 30 objections. Historic
England has said it hopes a design can be agreed to “mitigate
the potential to cause harm to the historic environment”.
Meanwhile Bitton Parish Council has reiterated its support for
the car park, saying any harm to the Green Belt would be more
than outweighed by the benefits. It cited as a precedent, the
decision to allow a car park to be built on Green Belt land
adjacent to the Swan Inn at Swineford. In that case, the
exceptional circumstances were deemed beneficial.
South Gloucestershire councillors are expected to consider the
scheme in light of the business case at their meeting next
Thursday (14th January) afternoon.

Bitton

Car park in the Green Belt
divides opinion



Recording school's history
Dear Stephen,
The old Mangotsfield C of E Primary
School buildings in Richmond Road,
currently used by EOTAS (Education
Other Than At School), are due to close in
February 2016. Unfortunately my attempts
to keep the site for community use have
been unsuccessful.
It would be a great shame if no memories

are retained of the history of the school by
former staff, pupils, and local residents.
Therefore I would like to set up a group to
collate all the various stories and
photographs for posterity.
Initially could any interested persons who
wish to be involved in such a project
please contact me.
Cllr Michael Bell, Rodway Ward
Email: michael.bell@southglos.gov.uk
Mobile: 07875 631817

Concert thanks
Dear Sir,
At the Christmas concert in aid of
Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride which
was held on Saturday 19th December a
total of £155 was raised.
On behalf of Keynsham & District Dial-a-
Ride I would like to thank the following
people for the support given at the event:

• The 50+people who attended;
• Mike & Ginny Hunter for organising the

concert;
• Christine & Nicholas Salmon for helping

out;

• Mary Sampson (music teacher) plus 15
music students for providing an hour of
music & Christmas carols;

• The Scout Association for the use of
their building;

• Tesco for providing the mince pies.
Once again, thank you all so much.
Terry Hopkins
Manager, Keynsham & District Dial-a-
Ride

Better get down to the
leisure centre!
Dear Editor,
Time for New Year resolutions! Time to get
back in shape after Christmas! Time to
check out Keynsham Leisure Centre and
see what's on offer. 
Since Better has taken over, the whole
place seems cleaner, minor repairs have
been carried out, the main glitches in the
computer system appear to have been
ironed out, and the staff are friendly and
helpful.  Everywhere you go you see
notices telling you that Better is the feel
good place and that we are Better
together.
The downside is that Better seems to be
much better at marketing itself than
actually promoting activities. As in
previous administrations, the sports hall is
the least marketed.  Why? Especially as
sports hall activities improve muscle tone,
hand-eye co-ordination, balance, agility,
cardiovascular system, calorie-burning,
reactions, peripheral vision and mental
concentration in one package.
Better seems to think that by simply having
badminton courts, 'flash mobs' of two, four
or larger groups of people will suddenly
appear, somehow know how to play, and
start hiring.  This approach only works
because badminton is a very social
activity, and once groups start, they tend to
be self-perpetuating.  This activity can be
carried out at a fun, knockabout level or

can be very competitive. It attracts people
aged from five to 85.
Better has inherited a vibrant evening
community where use for all activities is
high. Peaks and troughs of daytime use
give scope for Better to market both
existing and new activities to shift and
part-time workers, parents with school-
aged children and retired people. For
example, on Monday and Friday mornings
there are existing, well-attended, friendly
groups of very mixed ability badminton
players. Even if you've never played, drop
in and have a chat with John (Monday) or
myself (Friday).  We will be very happy to
help. 
With little marketing from Better, it's up to
you to take the initiative and find out. Look
after your health in 2016, just do it!
Clive Honeychurch, Keynsham

Active listening?
Dear Editor,
Further great news for Keynsham Leisure
Centre?  Government support for a new
sports hall? On 17th December the
Government published 'Sporting Future: A
New Strategy for an Active Nation'. Just
Google it and you can download all 84
pages.
“Government is reaffirming its commitment
to Olympic and Paralympic success but
also extending that ambition to non-
Olympic sports where we will support
success through grassroots investment.”
(Maybe even squash?)
This seems to further support the
announcement made by Tim Warren, the
leader of B&NES Cabinet, in a recent radio
interview. He has said that there will be a
replacement sports hall and spectator
seating for the pool on the Riverside site.
This will supplement the planned pool,
gym and two fitness studios.
What could possibly go wrong?
Graham Turner
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Warmley Pre-School got the best Christmas present it
could have wished for - being rated as Good by Ofsted.
In June 2015 the pre-school, which meets at Warmley
Community Centre, was deemed by an inspector to be
“inadequate” and issued with an enforcement notice.
At the time, pre-school leader Ange Maddocks said she was
“gutted” and there had been exceptional circumstances on the
day that Ofsted visited, with her deputy on holiday and the
stand-in deputy phoning in sick, while the other members of
staff on duty hadn't even completed four weeks on the job. But
she was confident the pre-school would soon regain the Good
rating it had been awarded in 2011.
And after hard work and a whole team effort, the pre-school has
seen its fortunes turn around. It was inspected again a few
weeks ago and in a report published on Christmas Eve,
leadership and management, quality of teaching, learning and
assessment, personal development, behaviour and welfare,
and outcomes for children were all rated as Good.
Inspector Cathy Neaves praised the staff for knowing the pupils
well and working closely with parents to support children to
make good progress in their learning. She said children behave
well because they know what is expected of them, and effective

use of praise and encouragement from staff helps the
youngsters feel confident in trying out new things and they are
eager to learn.
She said the committee takes an active part in the day-to-day
running of the pre-school and gives good support to the
manager and staff to ensure they work well as a team, adding:
“The manager has a clear understanding of what is working well
and has successfully implemented improvements.”
The pre-school has thanked parents and carers who stood by
them and had faith in them getting their Good status back.

Warmley

Pre-school bounces back
after critical Ofsted report
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Film starring John Travolta (6)
8 Neither masculine nor feminine (6)
9 Flowing robe (4)
10 Relating to heraldry (8)
11 An indication of illness (7)
13 Attacked from all sides (5)
15 Identifying name of a piece of work (5)
17 Broadcast on radio (7)
20 Part of the aristocracy (8)
21 A long tooth (4)
22 Quiet (6)
23 One of Sheffield's football clubs (6)

DOWN
1 Religious residence (6)
2 Advise or caution (4)
3 A legislator (7)
4 Mythical dwarf like creature (5)
5 Source of nourishment (8)
6 Disfigure (6)
12 Sweater (8)
14 Hapless (7)
16 Slanted text (6)
18 Operated by humans (6)
19 To lightly fry (5)
21 Prevent (4)

A decision on whether to allow a 300+ berth marina to be
built off Broadmead Lane has been deferred for a month to
allow members of B&NES Development Management
Committee to visit the site next week.
The application by Midlands-based developer Enzygo was
recommended for refusal at last month's planning meeting but
committee members decided to see for themselves prior
making their final decision when they next convene on 13th
January. 
The proposal is for 326 berths, all for leisure craft, together with
car parking for 144 vehicles and two facilities buildings to house
a tea room, shower and laundry facilities and management
offices. 
One field adjacent to the industrial units would be dug out to
create the basin and the spoil used to raise the level of the
neighbouring field where the facilities would be built.
Although the site lies within the Green Belt, the applicants have
argued that its location close to a sewage works, an industrial
estate and the main railway line, means the loss of Green Belt
land in this instance would be outweighed by the economic
benefits from tourism and employment.
However, the plan would also involve displacement of over 30

families who live in house boats currently moored along the
river at that point. A major concern also surrounds access which
would rely on the railway under bridge behind Waitrose.
Objectors to the plan have pointed out that this route is already
heavily used by traffic including lorries and is already a hazard
for pedestrians and cyclists.  
While there are plans to widen Stidham Lane there are no plans
to improve the current access arrangements under the railway.

Keynsham 

Marina decision delayed
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Kingswood venue relaunches

Free yoga taster sessions
Free yoga taster sessions are being offered at the
Keynsham Community Space (above the One Stop Shop)
on Saturday 16th January.
Teachers from the British
Wheel of Yoga are running the
event to raise awareness of the
benefits practising yoga can
bring to today's hectic lifestyle.
It is far more than just a
physical discipline and can be
practised by almost everyone,
regardless of age, ability, size of fitness levels. There are
four different sessions taking place during the afternoon
and mats are provided. Booking is essential however. See
the advert below for full details.

Play to premiere
in Kingswood
The Kingswood Players, in
conjunction with Elizabeth
Wright and Bath Spa
University, have been given
permission to perform the
premiere of a new fantasy
play - Tom's Quest… - by Liz
East.
Directed by Richard Bond,
the show is a mix of comedy,
adventure, romance and audience participation.
Performances will be on 22nd, 23rd, 29th and 30th January at
Kingswood Community Centre. Evening shows are at 7.30pm
and the Saturday matinees (2.30pm) are already virtually sold
out.
For further information visit www.kingswoodplayers.org

The British Legion Club in Kingswood has relaunched as KES -
the Kingswood Entertainment & Sports Club. 
The move is in a bid to attract the local community to its central
position in Regent Street, Kingswood.
The club, which is available for many social functions and
provides TV coverage of sports events, held a New Year's party
with local band the Ram Jets (pictured) playing rock and roll
from the 1950s and '60s.

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in January
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in January

Learn about medicinal herbs

Theatrical haunt

Downend Horticultural Society's next meeting is on
Thursday 14th January at 7.30pm when there will be a talk
by Caroline Sheldrick on Medicinal Herbs in the Garden. 
Members and non-members are welcome to attend the
society's meetings which are held at the Assembly Hall,
Salisbury Road. 
Find out more by contacting Roger Davis 0117 9571703 or
Hilary Walton on 0117 9792832.

The Brass Works Theatre, above Kingswood Heritage Museum
in Tower Lane, Warmley, presents Oscar Wilde's The Canterville
Ghost from 11th to 23rd January.
The family-friendly comedy about a frustrated phantom has
been adapted by Bruce Fellows and Adrian Harris.
Performances are at 7.30pm from Monday to Saturday with a
2.30pm Saturday matinee. For tickets call the box office on
01179 677817.

Tower open day
People are invited to find out more about the bells at St John the
Baptist Church in Frenchay at a special tower open day from
4pm to 6pm on Saturday January 30th.
It is a chance to watch, listen and learn about bellringing and to
have a go. There will be hot refreshments available in the
church from 6pm to 6.55pm, then at 7pm Alan Freke will give a
talk on how Frenchay acquired its ring of bells, for which there
is a charge of £3.

History talk
Keynsham & Saltford Local History Society's first talk of 2016
will be by Jim Pimpernel on the subject of The Agricultural
Revolution 1700 - 1850.
The talk will be on Monday 18th January at St Dunstan's
Catholic Church Hall, Bristol Road, Keynsham, starting at
7.30pm.
Admission is free to members with a charge of £3 for visitors.

Blackadder double bill
The Oldland Players' upcoming production at Oldland Village
Social Club is Richard Curtis' and Ben Elton's Blackadder.
The Players have been granted special permission to perform
two episodes from the hit show. The production runs from
Thursday 21st January to Saturday 23rd January and curtain up
is at 8pm. Contact the box office on 01179 329743.

Babes in the Wood
Hanham Players' winter production Babes in the Wood opened
at Hanham Community Centre last night (Wednesday).
There are performances of the panto at 7.30pm until this
Saturday, plus a 2pm matinee on both Saturday and Sunday.
The show, directed by David Pascoe-Clark and Kirsty
Johnstone, is written by Leonard Caddy.
For tickets call 0117 967 4439 or visit www.hanhamplayers.org



Residents and groups are once again preparing to clean up their
neighbourhood and open spaces as part of the South
Gloucestershire Big Spring Clean 2016 which will run from 1st
March to 30th April.
Friends, families, neighbours, parish and town councils,
businesses, community, voluntary and church groups, schools and
youth clubs and organisations are all invited to take part.

South Gloucestershire Council can provide free bin bags and
gloves and lend litter pickers and hoops. If you cannot dispose of
the litter you collect, the council can arrange to collect the bags for
you.
Register to claim your free Big Spring Clean supplies by completing
the Big Spring Clean 2016 booking form on the council's website.
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South Glos 

Get ready to spring into action

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Bath & North East Somerset Council has announced the
date for its referendum on whether to elect a mayor will be
Thursday 10th March.
As we reported last month, campaigners had been pressing
the council to confirm a date since successfully organising a
petition last year supported by the required 5% of voters in
the district. The referendum will be a simple Yes/No on
whether B&NES should be run by an elected mayor or
continue with the current system of a leader and cabinet
drawn from the controlling political party.
In Issue 402 we reported that the council had used its
quarterly newsletter sent to every resident to make the case
for maintaining the status quo. One of the arguments it used
was the cost of holding separate elections. Despite
campaigners for the referendum highlighting that such costs
would be negated if the vote was held at the same time as
Police & Crime Commissioner election in May, the council
confirmed just prior to Christmas that it will take place in
March.

Unity Oldland Methodist Church's £800,000 refurbishment
scheme has been granted planning approval by South
Gloucestershire Council.
The existing hall next to the chapel will be demolished and
replaced by a larger multi-use hall with a large entrance foyer
space which it is intended will become a meeting place for the
community. The worship area will get a total makeover, including
the removal of the gallery and pipe organ and installation of a
new AV system and control desk.
The church has secured just over £708,000 and needs to raise
the remaining £100,000 through grants. It is hoped building

work can begin shortly after
Easter and that it will be
completed in time for next
Christmas. While the building

work is carried out, the
congregation will worship

at North Common
Village Hall. 

Date set for
B&NES mayoral
referendum

Oldland Common 

Church wins permission
to redevelop premises
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Longwell Green Probus Club for retired and semi-retired
businessmen held their annual Christmas and presidential
inaugural lunch on 17th December at Longwell Green
Community Centre.
Pictured are the outgoing president Eric Smith and the new
president, youngest member Glynn Breddy, wearing the chain of
office.

Meetings are held twice
monthly with guest speakers
and the club arranges
holidays, day trips and social
evenings for members and
partners, who are also invited
to some of the lunches.
The club is actively seeking
new members who can
possibly help with some of
the organising and admin
involved. Anyone interested
should contact the club
secretary Brian Deeley on
01179 604124 for further
details.

Longwell Green 

New president of
Probus Club



The organiser of the Small Business Saturday campaign held
in Keynsham last month says she hopes more town centre
businesses will take part next time.
Small Business Saturday (SBS) UK is a grassroots initiative
highlighting small business success and encouraging consumers to
shop local and support small firms. The day itself takes place on the
first Saturday in December but the campaign aims to have a lasting
impact on small businesses.
The Keynsham campaign was co-ordinated by Fiona Wyatt, of
Wyatt Shoe Shop and supported by Keynsham Chamber of
Commerce. Those taking part included Smart Computers, Fenton
& Charles, Jazz PC, Bath Bakery, the Beehive Practice, Trigaci,
Simply Carpets, iTeam Solutions, Truly Bespoke, and Perfect Fit.
She thanked The Week In, saying the most successful form of
advertising was from our articles which got people onto the high
street.
And she said the event had been a social media success, with all
the businesses reporting an increase in 'likes' and engagement
rates. 
“I am planning to do it again next year, however key learning is that
customers were expecting a central focal point in the High Street
for SBS,” she added. 
“I intend to gain greater involvement from High Street businesses
for next year, and aim to have greater Small Business Saturday

marketing on the High Street on the day itself.”
To get involved in the 2016 campaign email
fiona@wyattshoeshop.co.uk

Keynsham 

More town enterprises encouraged
to take part in 2016 campaign
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Fundraising day for the
Jessie May Trust
The Vibrocise Studios in Overnhill Road, Downend, are
running a health and wellness day on Saturday 23rd
January to raise money for Kingswood-based charity the
Jessie May Trust, which provides nursing care at home for
children with life-limiting conditions.
The day, which runs from 8am to 4pm, is free and you just
pay for what you take part in. 
Activities include a two-hour outdoor exercise class in
Staple Hill for just £5 (8am to 10am), mini beauty treatments
with Chakra Belle, Reiki, reflexology ad chiropractor tasters,
mini psychic readings, Herbalife tasters of their weight loss
products and skin care range, PartyLite candle special
offers and cupcakes.
Booking your slot in advance is essential. Contact Kara on
07531 009371 or email kara@vibrocisestudiosbristol.com



Established for 15 years, Serenity Leisure specialise in
caravans and motorhomes. 
Based in the centre of Warmley at their state-of-the-art
premises, Serenity cover all aspects of the industry. Their
workshop is AWS approved, the recognised certification for
approved servicing and repairs on caravans and motorhomes. 
At any one time there are circa 40 units in stock at their separate
sales site, with a variety of models and layouts to suit all
requirements. Blackhorse Finance is available (subject to
acceptance).  
Motorhome hire is available, featuring their brand new Swift
Esprit Motorhome that can sleep six people. With flexible hire

periods and all-in-one price
packages, Serenity make
hiring a breeze. 
Pop down to their site in
Warmley where they also have
a specialist accessories shop
featuring brands such as
Isabella Awnings, SAS Security
Products and Calor Gas. 
For more information call 0117
9675577.

Serenity Leisure 
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TRAVEL & HOLIDAYS



Local coach holiday specialist Bakers Dolphin has launched its
2016 programme of tours and short breaks, providing the largest
ever selection of Gold Coach departures. 
While the company offers a comprehensive range of destinations,
from Cornwall to Cantabria, more than 100 departures are on board
the special Gold Coaches. With 50% more legroom than standard
coaches, these vehicles have 36 cosy leather seats, on-board
entertainment and refreshments, as well as a rear lounge seating
area. Just like upgrading to Club Class on an airline, almost every
tour in the 2016 Bakers Dolphin brochure includes a date with
travel on the Gold Coach. The upgrade costs a bit more but since
introducing Gold Class seven years ago, more and more
passengers have discovered the difference.
The holiday is the same in every other respect so you can settle
back and enjoy the delights of the Lake District, Snowdonia or the
Scottish Highlands, or venture abroad to France, Spain, the Italian
lakes or enjoy the splendour of Budapest and the River Danube. 
From May through to the end of October there are three or four
different Gold Coach departures every week - everything from a
two-day Mystery Break to a week in the Austrian Tyrol or a 12-day
tour of the Emerald Isle. If you can't wait until then, there are
selected departures listed below. Whether you choose to upgrade
to Gold Class or travel with Bakers Dolphin on one of their
'standard' (extremely well-appointed) touring coaches, you can
take advantage of another very appealing service. On all holidays
of four days or longer, Bakers Dolphin will collect you and your

luggage from the front door and deliver you to the waiting coach.
For shorter duration breaks, you can join the Tour Link service in
Kingswood, Fishponds or Downend. To find out more call 01934
415000 or visit www.bakersdolphin.com

Go for Gold with Bakers Dolphin
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The St Monica Trust, which is turning the old Cadbury
factory into a £50m+ retirement village on the former
Somerdale site, has launched a competition to find a name
for the new development.
A spokesman for the trust said: “We know the history of the site
is very important to local people, so we are inviting them to
enter the competition.
“We'd like your ideas for a name that will mark the regeneration
of this iconic building and its rebirth as home to over 200 older
people in 2017.
“Restrictions around trademarks mean that the iconic names of
Cadbury, Fry and Somerdale cannot be part of the new identity
for this exciting project.
“Ideas could be based around a general history of the site, the
building's use over the last 90 years or perhaps the wider area.
Alternatively, you might have an idea for something completely
new.”
Email your suggestions to ian.gull@stmonicatrust.org.uk. You
can enter as many times as you like before 29th January.
The foundation stone for the new development of 151
apartments and a 90-bed care home is being laid on Monday
11th January. The apartments will be a mixture of one and two-
bedroomed properties and range in cost from £200,000 to
£450,000.

The development will include additional office and employment
space, as well as retail outlets. Other anticpated community
facilities include a restaurant, leisure suite, hairdressing salon,
pharmacy and GP surgery.
It is hoped that the retirement community, together with the
employment space, will lead to the creation of 1,000
employment opportunities within the local community.
The retirement community will sit alongside Taylor Wimpey's
Somerdale development, which includes 700 new homes, the
new Fry Club and Conference Centre, a new primary school
and nursery, shops and sports pitches.

Keynsham 

£250 for the winner of competition to name
new development

David Williams from St Monica Trust (right) at Somerdale



24 The Week in •  Thursday 7th January 2016

Holly Evie Barnes was born at Southmead Hospital at
2.26pm on Christmas Day which by a remarkable
coincidence is also the birthday of her mum Nicola Bennett,
(38).   
As if that was not unusual enough, Holly's father Luke
Barnes was also a Christmas baby, born on 27th December
37 years ago.  
Holly's grandmother Sheila Bennett, from Bridgeyate, was
very proud to hold her first grandchild which weighed in at
7lb 4oz.  Amongst the many relatives to welcome the new
arrival were aunt and uncle David and Ann Edwards, from
Whitchurch. Proud uncle, David took the attached photo of
Sheila and Holly.
Ann said: “Little Holly Evie has brought joy to our world as
Nicola's father Michael sadly died two weeks before
Christmas.”

Christmas baby brings joy



Local councillors have highlighted “major concerns” about the
numbers of buses terminating at the roundabout at the bottom
of Cherry Garden Hill in Bitton, which they say are causing
traffic congestion.
They say the stacking up of buses at the bottom of the hill leads
to vehicles performing “hazardous overtaking”. Since last
August the 42 and 43 from Bristol city centre have been
terminating at the bus stop, which also serves the 319 Cribbs
Causeway-Bath.

Last March, to compensate for the withdrawal of Wessex's 533,
and to avoid the height restriction enforcement on the bridge at
Willsbridge,  the route of the 42 was amended between Bitton
and Keynsham, running through Oakleigh Gardens, Cherry
Garden Lane and Kenilworth Drive. The route was then
withdrawn in August and now ends near the Cherry Garden Hill
roundabout, as does the 43 which was revised last summer to
serve North Common and Oldland Common instead of Cadbury
Heath.
A registration blunder meant that instead of serving the four bus
stops in West Street and North Street in Oldland, buses have
been going along the High Street where there are no bus stops
for half a mile. It is anticipated that the mistake will be corrected
in March but in the meantime temporary bus stops were
recently installed near the Tabernacle in High Street and
outside the dental surgery on the other side of the road to allow
people to take advantage of the 43.
Meanwhile, also say that due to the increasing popularity of the
319 Cribbs Causeway to Bath service, which goes via Bitton,

Oldland Common, Cadbury Heath, Kingswood, Downend,
UWE at Frenchay and Bristol Parkway, passengers are being
stranded at bus stops when buses arrive already full. 
First are reportedly looking at increasing the number of double-
deckers on the route although there is no mention of the 319 in
the bus changes which come into force from Sunday (10th
January).
People with concerns about First buses can contact the
managing director James freeman at
James.Freeman@FirstGroup.com
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Campaigners are celebrating after South Gloucestershire
Council did a U-turn and agreed to continue subsidising First's
37 Bristol to Bath night service which had been due to cease
this weekend.
A petition signed by around 200 people who use the 37 was
handed in to the council by leading transport campaigner David
Redgewell and just before we went to print on Tuesday came
the announcement that the last two evening journeys between
Bath and Bristol and the last three between Bristol and Bath on
weekdays and Saturdays are safe - for now.
The route serves Kelston, Swineford, Bitton, Willsbridge,
Longwell Green, Hanham and St George and there was
concern as people faced not being able to get back from work,
visit the Royal United Hospital in Bath or go out socially.
There was fury at the lack of consultation. The council had said
only one or two passengers were boarding and alighting in
South Gloucestershire per journey so the £27,899 annual
subsidy wasn't sustainable.
B&NES Council withdrew subsidy last summer and South Glos
understood that Bristol City Council would not be supportive of
contributing to the route.
The evening journeys will continue under an emergency
arrangement until the next main service change date - 24th
April. First have indicated they will be conducting a wider review
of the network which will include this service and said public
consultation will be undertaken.

Temporary reprieve for 37 night
service as council does U-turn

Bitton 

More bus concerns highlighted



Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Blinds

26 The Week in •  Thursday 7th January 2016

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Aerials

Carpentry

Accountancy
Services

Architectural
Services

Caravans



Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Car Repairs

Computers / IT

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Electrical

Fitness

Furniture Makers

Garden Services



Directory & What’s On
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Home Maintenance

PlasteringPersonal

Garden Services Painting
& Decorating

Locksmiths

Hypnotherapy

Logs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Guttering Services

Home Help

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Physiotherapy



Directory & What’s On

The Week in • Thursday 7th January 2016 29

Plumbers

Plumbers Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Psychic
Readings

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

To Let

TVsPodiatry
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Keep in touch, let us know what
you think, send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Save a life this year

Downend 

Police chase burglars
Two burglary suspects were arrested by police after a short car
chase. 
Police say the offenders made off in a car from the property in
Downend and were quickly located by response officers from
Emersons Green police station. 
Neighbourhood beat manager Paul Fortune said: “Following a
short pursuit, two males were arrested on suspicion of burglary.” Hanham 

Revised date
The TLC listening service at Hanham Methodist Church, which
runs sessions to help signpost people with problems or worries
towards help and advice, apologises for supplying an incorrect
date in the article which appeared last week.
The correct dates for January are the 12th and 26th. The
sessions are held between 1pm and 3pm.

St George 

School extension approved
Summerhill Academy on Plummers Hill has won planning
permission to build a single-storey extension which will be used
as a new kitchen.
The existing kitchen will be remodelled to provide a dining room
space.
The extension will be clad in natural larch, which will silver over
time; gradually matching the grey tone of the original school
stone.

NHS Blood & Transplant is asking people to make a New
Year's resolution that saves lives.
Each blood donation can help as many as three people. 
The first local donor sessions of the new year include
tomorrow (Friday) at St John's Church Hall in Keynsham, at
Holy Trinity Hall in Kingswood on Monday 11th January, St
George Community Centre on Monday 18th January,
Hanham Methodist Church Hall on Wednesday 20th January
and St Joseph's Parish Hall at Lodge Causeway on
Thursday 28th January.
First-time donors should be aged between 17 and 66, weigh
at least 50kg (7 stone 12lbs), and be generally healthy.
Donors aged up to 70 should be able to give blood if they
have given before and if you are over 70, you need to have
given blood in the last two years to continue donating.
To book an appointment call 0300 123 23 23 or visit
www.blood.co.uk

Directory & What’s On

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window CleanersWaste DisposalWaste DisposalWaste Disposal

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Crossword Solution

Sudoku Solutions
1 9 5 6 3 8 2 4 7
6 2 3 7 9 4 5 1 8
8 7 4 5 1 2 6 9 3
4 8 9 1 2 6 3 7 5
5 3 6 4 8 7 9 2 1
2 1 7 3 5 9 8 6 4
7 4 8 9 6 5 1 3 2
9 5 1 2 7 3 4 8 6
3 6 2 8 4 1 7 5 9

2 8 5 1 7 3 4 9 6
7 6 3 5 4 9 1 8 2
9 4 1 2 6 8 7 5 3
6 9 2 4 1 7 8 3 5
1 5 4 3 8 6 2 7 9
8 3 7 9 5 2 6 1 4
4 1 9 7 2 5 3 6 8
5 2 8 6 3 1 9 4 7
3 7 6 8 9 4 5 2 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Football 

Keynsham Town up
to 5th position

Interested in
disability football?

South Glos 

Campaign to get us
all on our bikes

In a repeat of the home game at the end of November,
Keynsham Town unbelievably again came from 2-0 down at
half-time to beat Roman Glass St George away last Saturday.
The opening exchanges were even, with both keepers busy.
However, the hosts took the lead on the half hour with a strike
from the edge of the box and doubled their advantage 7 minutes
later. After some fine saves by Ash Wintle, Keynsham finally hit
their straps on the hour when Ben Harris' free kick was helped
in by the Roman Glass keeper. Then Pat Davison finished off
two flowing moves in the space of 10 minutes to put the Ks 3-2
up. 
The hosts were then awarded a penalty but the cross bar came
to Keynsham's rescue. The points were made safe in the 84th
minute with the goal of the game by Tom Johnson, who beat 3
players before chipping the ball over the keeper.
This win, following the Boxing Day victory over Hengrove,
pushed Keynsham up to 5th place in the table, their highest
position in the Western league for some 8 years. The Ks are at
home this Saturday (9th January) against Devizes Town (3pm
kick-off).

Award winning Longwell Green Sports Junior FC is looking to
start a disability football side this year. It would be open to
anyone aged 5 to 15 with a learning disability, physical or
sensory impairment. Plans are at still an early stage but anyone
who is interested is asked to contact the club by e-mail at
goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk

People are being invited to have their say on a “vision for
cycling” for South Gloucestershire.
The aim is to make cycling an easy option for people by
ensuring the local transport network is as safe and convenient
for cyclists as possible.
The draft Cycling Strategy makes clear what standards are
expected as the area continues to grow. Some 26,000 new
homes and major employment sites at the Enterprise areas at
Emersons Green, Filton and Severnside are planned over the
next decade and the council says provision for cycling will be
embedded within all new development from the start.

With better cycling routes it is hoped to provide a realistic
alternative to the car, including those living in rural areas.
Community groups and local stakeholders have taken part in
workshops as part of the development of the strategy. The
council says it is committed to ongoing engagement and
consultation and wants a clear understanding of the current
barriers to cycling so they can work towards their removal.
The deadline for comments is 15th January. Information is
available on the council's website under 'Consultations' and
information is also available from local libraries and One Stop
Shops.
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