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This may be the season of peace and goodwill but it
doesn't seem the residents of Park Road and surrounding
neighbourhood have been enjoying much of it lately. 
While traffic movements, particularly construction vehicles on
the K2 Meadows site, were almost a weekly feature in our
publication not so long ago, it seems the situation hasn't gone
away but just become the norm. 
We understand that the local B&NES and Keynsham town
councillors are still regularly approached by residents

despairing at an apparent disregard for site delivery times and
the designated entry and exit routes.  As the Meadows itself
becomes more populated, the increase in local traffic which
appears to have been foreseen by everyone except the

developer and planning inspector, is now becoming a reality.
Throughout 2013 and 2014, The Week In reported the ongoing
saga of alleged breaches of planning regulations regarding
deliveries to the Meadows site and working hours on it. It
became apparent that the scope B&NES Council had for
enforcement was limited. It appears that delivery vehicles
continue to arrive before the 9am limit set out in the
construction management plan for the development as well as
during 'school run' times. We have reported previously on
damage to the pavement in Dunster Road where vehicles had
been mounting the kerb and the picture (above) was taken last
week near the junction with Park Road.
Speeding traffic along Park Road appears to be a growing
problem. Although there have been attempts to carry out
surveys by highways officials, residents say the problems are
often worst in late evening. Just prior to Christmas, a car park
in Balmoral Road (pictured) was rammed repeatedly for no
apparent reason and witnesses then saw a Peugeot 106
without lights speed off at speed along Windsor Road and up
Park Road.
We also understand that with work now well advanced on the
other K2 site, Bilbie Green, similar problems are beginning to
arise of lorries waiting to make deliveries and parking around
the area of Lays Drive and Longmeadow Road. 

Keynsham

K2 misery continues 

         



The Week in • Thursday 31st December 2015 3

Changes which aim to improve the punctuality and
reliability of local bus services from 10th January have
been revealed.
First is revising intermediate running times on the 17 and 17a
(Southmead Hospital to Keynsham). Double-deckers will be
introduced to provide extra capacity, replacing the older single-
deckers.
The announcement will be welcome news for many, judging by
the letters we regularly publish complaining about the service.
The 17 goes via Fishponds, Kingswood and Hanham, the 17a
via Fishponds, Kingswood, North Common and Oldland
Common.
Meanwhile the 81 service is being extended to serve Cossham
Hospital. It will go beyond UWE's Frenchay campus to the
Butchers Arms in Longwell Green via Fishponds, Kingswood
and Hanham. There will be no change between Yate and UWE.
The running times (but not frequency or route) of the X49 Bristol
to Yate service via Westerleigh, Pucklechurch, Mangotsfield
and Staple Hill are also being revised, along with the times of
the 37 Bristol-Bath service via Bitton, Willsbridge, Longwell
Green, Hanham and St George to make it more punctual and
reliable. More controversial is the decision to stop the 37 after
7pm with First blaming the withdrawal of subsidy. A campaign is
now under way to try to get that reversed. Bitton councillor Erica
Williams, who chairs South Gloucestershire Council's Public

Transport Forum, has written to the
authority's transport operations
manager, telling of her embarrassment
that she was not informed. She said:
“We are encouraging the public to use
public transport instead of their cars. To
achieve this we need to have a reliable
service. This is also the only link for
people visiting family members who are
patients of the Royal United Hospital.”
Bitton and Oldland parish councils have
also lobbied First and South Gloucestershire Council to try to
get the service reinstated.
A South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson told us: “Until
recently South Gloucestershire Council jointly subsidised the
37 route bus service with B&NES. 
“Following the decision by B&NES to withdraw their support we
conducted a review of our own subsidy and, based on average
passenger numbers in South Gloucestershire, decided to stop
our £28,922 a-year funding of that service. Typically we found
no more than two passengers were using the service each
journey from South Gloucestershire, meaning that over the year
the council was subsidising them to the tune of more than £10
per passenger per journey.”
We have yet to receive a response from B&NES.

More changes on the buses

Erica Williams

        



John Cabot Academy staged their annual winter music concert
with more than 50 students from Years 7 to 13 taking part.
The programme included festive, folk, classical and rock music,
plus songs from musicals, and more than 150 attended the sell-
out concert.

Part of the proceeds will go to Mental Health Research UK to
support a John Cabot Academy student who has been trying to
raise £2,015 in 2015.
Steve Clarke, head of music said: “Students worked extremely
hard putting this show on, both onstage and off. I am very proud
of their efforts - it truly was a professional performance by
everyone.”

4 The Week in • Thursday 31st December 2015

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

15,000 copies are distributed through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.  Verified pick-up rate of 97%.

Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Editorial Becky Feather 07973 839936

Christine Rogers 

Advertising Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website
(www.theweekin.co.uk) may be reproduced without the written permission
of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All rights reserved.

The Week in

Kingswood 

Winter concert
Fishponds 

Arrests follow
double shooting
Police have arrested eight men in connection with a drugs
and firearms investigation following a double shooting in
Hillfields earlier this month. 
Three addresses were raided last Wednesday - in Marshfield
Road, Hillfields, Soundwell Road, Kingswood, and River Street in
Easton. The arrest warrants were issued in connection with the
shooting on 16th December at The Greenway in which two men
aged 44 and 45 suffered gunshot wounds. One man suffered life-
changing injuries and the other was less seriously hurt. Six men
aged 17, 18, two aged 19, 20 and 21 were arrested in connection
with the shootings and the other two, aged 39 and 32, were
arrested for drugs-related offences. 
High profile patrols by police community support officers were
introduced in the area after the attacks to provide community
reassurance and take information from the public.

                    



Police are calling for Kingswood nightspot Bar Celona to be
stripped of its licence.
A report has been drawn up highlighting a catalogue of incidents
at the Regent Street venue, with Inspector Clive Summerill saying
“Bar Celona significantly adds to levels of disorder in Kingswood”.
Police say that over the last 12 months there has been a
persistent lack of management control and licence conditions
have been flouted.
It is alleged that alcohol has been served to both under-age and
intoxicated customers, people banned under the Pubwatch
scheme have been allowed in, customers have been seen going
outside with glasses, and the incident book has not been on site
or available on request.
CCTV footage of an assault on the dance floor was seized, with
police saying it shows a lack of duty of care by door staff to a
victim who had been knocked unconscious.
Also caught on CCTV was an assault on a very drunk woman by
her boyfriend. Both were thrown out of the club and the police
were not called, with the woman subsequently flagging down
officers. The report continues: “The evidence indicates that
routine drunkenness is taking place which leads to crime, disorder
and public nuisance both inside and outside the premises causing
a considerable amount of stress to local residents, having a
negative effect on their quality of life.
“Attempts to engage with the management by the council and
police to reduce these problems have had only limited success.

Considerable time and scarce resources have had to be
committed to policing this venue.”
The police are asking the licensing committee to revoke the
licence, which is held by Andrew Costi and James Dee. If the
committee decides not to take that approach, as an alternative
police suggest the sale of alcohol should end at midnight, the
Designated Premises Supervisor (Mr Dee) be removed, the door
staff replaced and their numbers increased. 
South Gloucestershire Council is consulting on the application to
review the licence and has asked for people's comments by 8th
January. Find out more on the council's website under
Consultations or call Kevin Barley, the council's licensing team
leader, on 01454 863576.
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Kingswood 

Bar's licence in doubt after police call for a review
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B&NES planners have granted permission for a three-
storey building containing eight flats to be built on the site
of the old Kingdom Hall, off Charlton Road.
Members of the Development Management Committee
rejected claims that the proposal was oversized and would be
overbearing on the neighbouring properties on the basis of the
larger, three-storey building completed nearby earlier this year. 
While earlier plans submitted for the one and two-bedroom
apartments had also incorporated part of the public footpath
running along the north side of the building, these were
subsequently revised to maintain the right of way.  The
committee also felt that rear access to the Conservative Club
and Co-op Funeralcare businesses which back on to the
property would be maintained under the revised plans.
The property has had something of a controversial history.
Owner Mr Millard was granted permanent residential use when
it emerged that B&NES Council had been issuing council tax
demands for the property for over four years. 
Prior to the opening of the Tesco store, a public rights of way
inquiry was held over the footpath running between the property
and the Conservative Club and in 2009 an application to erect
a mixed use development of residential, retail and café
premises was refused.

. . . . . and townhouses for the Pioneer
Plans have been approved to convert the vacant Pioneer pub
on Station Road to four townhouses. This will involve demolition
of the rear part of the building to build three of the new units with
parking fronting Pool Barton.
In 2013, an application to develop six flats on the site was
refused by B&NES planners, as was another application for
townhouses and flats the following year. Both decisions were
appealed by the applicant and while each was dismissed by the
planning inspector, it was made clear in those decisions that the
principle of the development was not deemed detrimental.
Despite objections from Keynsham Town Council and local
ward councillors Brian Simmons and Charles Gerrish, the
revised and reduced scheme was granted approval.
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Bristol East Allotments Association will be holding a potato
weekend on 9th & 10th January at their Pavilion in Nicholas
Lane. 
Besides having over 30 varieties of potatoes for sale there
will also be seeds, onion sets and garden sundries all at
very competitive prices. 
Refreshments will be available and someone will be on
hand to offer free advice on vegetable growing. 
Doors will be open from 9am to 1pm.

Keynsham

Flats for old Kingdom Hall site

St George

Potato weekend
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Mama Bear's Day Nursery in Thicket Avenue, Hillfields, has
been praised by Ofsted following a recent inspection.
At the previous inspection last January, Ofsted said the nursery
required improvement, with teaching not consistently good and
staff not consistently meeting children's care needs.
But following an inspection in November, the nursery is now
officially rated as Good, with the inspector saying management
have made rapid improvements, staff are warm and nurturing,
there are strong links with parents and all children make good
progress from their starting points. 
Nursery manager Emma Cumming said: “It is a fantastic
achievement to gain a Good Ofsted rating and goes to show
how our commitment to care pays off. 
“In the past year we have worked tirelessly to ensure the
Fishponds nursery meets all of our standards of care and this
Ofsted result is a testament to the wonderful provision we offer
here.

“It is a credit to our staff to achieve such positive comments
from the inspector and I'm extremely proud of them for
continuing to provide great care and for always looking to
improve on what we do.
“As always high quality and affordable childcare and working in
close partnership with families and the community is our main
priority as well as getting children ready for their next big step
into school life.”
The nursery is one of 22 privately run nurseries operated by the
same chain across Bristol, Somerset and Devon.

Fishponds

Good rating for nursery 

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

7 5 9
9 8 1

1 7 9 6
6

4 2 9 8 5
8 5 9 7 2

7 3 4
4 9 8 5 1

5 3 7 4

2 3
1 4 3
9 6 4
8 5 9 1

3 7 8
2 1 6

7
8

2 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 3rd January

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

MP's affair makes
tabloid headlines

Longwell Green 

Traffic calming plans
for Long Beach Road 

Filton & Bradley Stoke MP
Jack Lopresti has been
making tabloid headlines
after his affair with fellow
Conservative politician
Andrea Jenkyns was
exposed.
Conservative Central Office
was forced into making a
statement about the couple's
relationship after the Sun
newspaper published photos
of Mr Lopresti, an Army
veteran who is married and
has three children, kissing
the former beauty queen.
The statement said that Mr
Lopresti and his wife Lucy
had discussed separating in
the summer.
Ms Jenkyns, who is not
married, famously ousted the
former Labour Shadow Chancellor Ed Balls from his West
Yorkshire seat of Morley & Outwood at this year's General
Election.
In May Mr Lopresti held on to the FABS seat, which includes
Downend, Staple Hill, Frenchay and Stoke Park, increasing
his share of the vote by 5.9% to secure him a majority of
almost 10,000.
He is a former solider and beat bowel cancer in 2013.

People are being consulted over plans for two full-width speed
tables on Long Beach Road, north and south of Auburn Avenue.
South Gloucestershire Council says the sites are close to bus
stops and will help pedestrians using public transport, reduce
traffic speeds, and form the basis for a larger traffic calming
scheme if more funds are forthcoming in future.
See further details about the proposals online at
www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation
People are asked to respond by 8th January and depending
upon the results of the consultation, the proposed scheme will
be introduced during 2016.

Fishponds 

Woman in her 90s
rescued from
house blaze
An elderly woman was rescued by firefighters after a blaze at
her home in Pendock Road, Oldbury Court.
Firefighters in breathing apparatus had to force their way in.
They searched the house and pulled a woman in her 90s to
safety. She was treated by ambulance crews.
It is thought the fire on 19th December started accidentally after
clothing was placed too close to an electrical heater.
Avon Fire & Rescue Service has reminded people to take care
when using portable heaters. Always switch them off and unplug
them after use and never place clothing over the top or close by.

Jack Lopresti pictured with
Home Secretary Theresa

May during the 2015
election

                 



Develop brownfield sites,
not greenfield
Dear Sir,
I am a resident of Bath Road, Keynsham
and am writing about my concerns over
the proposed development to the land
called Keynsham East. 
I have spoken with other residents on Bath
Road and into Ellsbridge Close who are
unanimously opposed to the development.
We already live on a road that is heavily
congested daily and development would
bring further traffic and congestion. 
The land is currently an area of natural
beauty and a habitat for wildlife; my
children can watch deer, rabbits and birds
of prey from their bedroom windows and
walk on the paths to the community woods
whenever we choose.
Once these habitats are destroyed they
are gone forever so development of these
greenfield sites is short-sighted and ill-
considered. 
I appreciate that B&NES has, like all
areas, a growing population needing
housing; however, giving in to developers
at the cost of our greenfield sites is
ignoring the views of local residents and
frankly destroying our environment. 
In view of recent climate change talks in
Paris where it seems our global
environment is now be a real agenda for
most, even more so our local environment
is imperative to protect. B&NES must be
more creative in finding solutions to
identifying new sites for housing such as
brownfield sites. 
Jess Scott
Bath Road, Keynsham

Residents want action
Dear Editor,
I am horrified to hear of the cuts to the 37
bus service which serves Bitton, Longwell
Green, along with Swineford and Kelston,
providing the only option for many people
travelling in the evening. 
I'm afraid the anger portrayed from Cllr
Williams in Bitton just doesn't cut it. The
decision was made by South
Gloucestershire Council, of which she is
chair, and affects the Bitton ward, for
which she is the councillor. I find it
incredible that Cllr Williams had not been
involved in this before it got to this stage. 
My father, the late Mike Thomas, who was
councillor for Bitton from 1999-2011, had
to fight off previous attempts to stop
subsidising this service. This involved him
getting in before decisions were made and
making it clear that he would defend those
services should they be proposed for cuts.
The services were always protected. What
we need to know now is what is being
done to secure the resumption of this
service. Words of condemnation are good
but action on how this can be reversed is
what local residents want to see.
Andrew Thomas
Princes Court, Longwell Green

A reliable link to Keynsham
Dear Editor,
With all the letters in your magazine about
the awful 17/17A service, which I have
also had experience of, I wanted to let
local residents know of a reliable service to
Keynsham.
I have recently come across the 684
Wessex Bus Service that runs from Wick
to Keynsham via Upton Cheyney,
Swineford, and BITTON. It runs twice a
week and is cheaper than First Bus, is
more reliable than First Bus and the bus
drivers are considerate. I know it doesn't

run that often but it is better than nothing.  
Ms S Freeman 
Bitton

How we could improve our
health service
Dear Sir,
I have spent a vast amount of time in the
last 18 months as an inpatient at the RUH
in Bath and the Bristol Heath Institute.
I calculated that over a 12-month period I
blocked a bed for 60 days purely because
senior doctors and consultants in the main
do not work weekends or night times.
If you are cleared to go home say on a
Friday there is no chance of getting all the
formalities done until Monday afternoon.
One also has the situation where millions
of pounds worth of equipment is only used
Monday to Friday office hours. I waited
four days for an MRI at Bristol.
If 24/7 working is required of senior
doctors and consultants we would not
need extra nurses, we would need fewer
wards and the NHS would make vast
savings. I think the Government picked a
fight with the junior doctors to cover up
their inability to deal with the real problem
as detailed above. Your readers should
also be aware that in B&NES we are
denied the latest procedures available.
Hyperbaric oxygen treatment for the
treatment of severe wounds, saving
amputations; VATS procedure for curing
atrial fibrillation permanently; balloon
treatment for blocked arteries doing away
with need for stents.
I encourage your readers to make
representations to our local politicians and
local Clinical Commissioning Groups for
these procedures and treatment to be
available locally, especially relevant if you
come under the above three categories.
Of course, it would also save billions.
William Houghton
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The masterplan for a development of 200 new homes in
Whitchurch was agreed before Christmas, despite a dispute
over access which set villagers' wishes against those of
neighbouring Queen Charlton.
B&NES planners unanimously agreed the scheme in principal but
with the current highways proposals removed after compelling
arguments from local residents were heard at the Development
Management Committee meeting earlier this month. 
The masterplan is not a planning application but an agreement
which will form the basis of future applications from the four
developers of the site between Staunton Lane, Sleep Lane and
Queen Charlton Lane. The land was removed from the Green Belt
last year as part of B&NES Council's agreement to build an
additional 200 houses at Whitchurch in its Core Strategy for the
next 15 years. 
Much of the site was the former HorseWorld visitor centre and
three developers have so far been appointed. Local specialist
builder Whitecroft Developments will be responsible for the former
stables and visitor centre buildings which are listed, while Belway
Homes and Barratt Homes are developing larger areas to the
south. The developer of the final sector fronting Staunton Lane is
yet to be announced.
The masterplan was subject to public consultation and an
exhibition was held in Whitchurch during the summer as part of
that process. Originally three access routes were planned (on
Staunton Lane, Sleep Lane and Queen Charlton Lane) but after
concerns raised by B&NES highways officers of a potential rat-run
and neighbouring Compton Dando Parish Council over traffic on
Queen Charlton Lane, the masterplan proposal was amended to
cut the routes through the development so that each would be
access only.
Queen Charlton residents and representatives from Compton
Dando Parish Council argued that the village was already having
to deal with the consequences of the Bilbie Green development in
Keynsham on one side and feared a route through the new
Whitchurch site would create more traffic in the village. They
urged councillors to either approve plans to cut the route through
the site or failing that to ban traffic from turning left on exit and
turning right into the site from Queen Charlton Lane.

But in Whitchurch, the proposal was met with anger from
residents who felt, yet again that their views were not being heard.
A north-south route through the new development was seen by
many as a way to ease the traffic impact on the already gridlocked
A37 and cutting it in the middle would not only separate one part
of the development from another but cut it off from the rest of the
village.
Local residents Mary Walsh and Jill Britten reminded the panel
that they had successfully fought off plans in the now defunct
Regional Spatial Strategy for thousands of homes at Whitchurch
but had been forced to accept B&NES plans last year for 200 -
albeit a 50% increase for the village. Organic farmer Jill Britten
told the committee that Whitchurch residents were already paying
a high price for the council's Core Strategy but had worked closely
with the developers on the masterplan.  A north-south route and a
possible new bus route were a key part of those plans and the
latest decision to cut the route in the middle had been added
outside of the consultation process. “On behalf of Whitchurch
residents, and for the second time of asking, please give us some
respect,” she begged the committee.
By agreeing the masterplan in principle, the council has allowed
the developers to progress their proposals to come forward next
year with outline planning applications, at which point the
question of access will have to be decided definitively.

Whitchurch 

Access route row as masterplan
for 200 new homes is agreed
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KeynshamNow - the youth council of Keynsham - is
celebrating its first year.
Members come from local voluntary youth organisations such
as the Air Cadets, church groups, TimeOut youth club and
Butterflies-Haven, which supports families supported by autism.
Others are elected from secondary schools, five each for
Broadlands and Wellsway, and soon two from the new IKB
Studio School.
They meet once a month in the Space above the new library
and are the voice of young people in the town. Their work is
currently focused in three areas - bullying in primary schools,
mental health and healthy eating.
A sub-committee is working on a discount card where local
shops will make a small reduction for young people linked to
youth groups in the town when they buy healthy food.
KeynshamNow members speak every month to the town
council and have advised on the lighting of the skateboard park,
litter and linking with the young people of Keynsham's twin town
Libourne.
There are sessions outside the formal council meetings to plan
and support future activities. At the Winter Festival, member
Caitlin Bren painted faces and raised £72.19 for Butterflies-
Haven. 
Lead mentor Andy Wait said “At a time of increasing concern

about the youth in Keynsham, it is reassuring to note that many
young people are working to support and enhance the
community of Keynsham. 
“In its first full year, KeynshamNow is beginning to make a
difference in the town. It is the only youth council in B&NES and
I look forward to watching this talented group of young people
develop the group to even greater heights in the future.”
For more information visit www.facebook.com/KeynshamNow
or email Andy Wait at waithere91@gmail.com

Keynsham 

Youth council marks first year anniversary

        



The fish in St George Park's lake are to be culled as part of
a wildlife management scheme.
Bristol City Council recently carried out a check on fish in the
lake, and concluded stocks were very high and in poor health.
Another issue is that in one area the side of the lake is
collapsing so it may need to be drained to carry out repairs.
The Friends of St George Park believe that euthanising the fish
is the wrong approach and want them relocated.
Bu at their meeting on 16th December members of St George
Neighbourhood Partnership voted to support the
recommendation from Bristol City Council that all fish be
removed and humanely euthanised. The action will take place
in the coming weeks.
Fishing on the lake has been causing harm to wildlife mainly
through hooks and line being swallowed by birds which visit and
breed there. Since 2012, Swan Rescue has been called 17
times to rescue injured swans and cygnets. Other wild birds
have also been found killed by fishing line and there have been
reports of anti-social behaviour by anglers.
A permit scheme was introduced at the beginning of last year to
try to regulate fishing but has not ultimately prevented harm to
wildlife.
An alternative approach was put to the Partnership but it
decided against this and went with the council officer's

recommendation. The option was to move some specimen fish
to the lake in Eastville Park, keep a small fish stock in St
George lake and euthanise the rest. This was discounted by the
Partnership after members heard that high parasite loadings
would make it difficult to move the fish to another water as it
would introduce a health risk to the host fish stock.
It would be possible to improve the health of the fish but this
would require an intermediate or new host site with good water
quality, a costly solution that was not recommended by the
council's consultants.
However, the council has said it will investigate offers to rehome
the fish.
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St George 

Fish cull divides opinion
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Bitton Pre-school has been granted permission to open at
Bitton Sports & Social Club on Bath Road and will be
relocating there in January.
The pre-school has been meeting at the church hall for the
past three decades but with no outside play space, leaders
felt the venue limited its options to improve facilities or
extend opening hours.
A concertina wall has been installed at the clubhouse which
will pull out on a Monday morning and be pushed back on a
Friday evening. This will split the hall in two, allowing the pre-
school to have sole use of the half away from the bar area
while the other can be used in the evening by the club. 
The children will have a secure outside space.

Over 130 Cub Scouts
and leaders visited
Wookey Hole Caves
recently for a fun-
packed day, exploring
the caves, experiencing
the 4D Santa Sleigh
Ride, watching the
children's circus perfor-
mance, and visiting
Santa. Wansdyke Assis-
tant District Commis-
sioner Tina Curtis said
she had received parent
feed-back that some of
the youngsters hadn't
stopped talking about
their fantastic day out.

Bitton 

Pre-school
relocating
in January

Wookey Hole treat for
Wansdyke Cubs

Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant
advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Wansdyke Cub Scouts at
Wookey Hole Caves

          



The Week In Editor Stephen Rodgers took part in the
Christmas broadcast of Keynsham Town Community Radio
last week, reminding listeners of a rather prophetic article
which appeared in the paper eight Christmases ago.
The weekly 'The Keynsham Hour' is recorded at Community@67 in
Queens Road and broadcast every Thursday on Somer Valley FM.
The Christmas Eve broadcast brought together a collection of well-
known residents from the town, each bringing a story of Christmas
past in Keynsham. 
The editor recalled the first Christmas edition of The Week In, then
Keynsham & Saltford Times, which carried a spoof story based on
Dickens' Christmas Carol. The Scrooge character (Lord Timothy
Tightwad in this story written by James Ainsworth) had carried out

a corporate raid on the local chocolate factory before selling it on at
a profit and turning the land over to high-rise flats.  
On the night before Christmas he is awoken by the ghosts of
Christmas past and future who take him back to the prosperous
days of Keynsham Abbey and of Quakers working industriously.
When it is time to look into the future they sail over Somerdale and
the 2008 story recounts:
“The Spirit of the Future took him way up above the buildings of
Keynsham and down below Tightwad had the perfect view of the
misery caused by a closed chocolate factory that was now up to its
chimney stack in floodwater. Surrounding it, he could make out the
upper stories of the tenement blocks he had designed and built in
the flood plain to satiate the irresponsible quota of 3,000 more
homes in Keynsham. 
“There was traffic everywhere but this was not traffic that moved.
The signs as visitors entered this former historic market town now
read 'Bristol-encroaching-upon-Keynsham - Historic Gridlock
Town'. 
“See how things have become,” said the ghost. “Someone forgot to
build any infrastructure and now there are so many houses but
nowhere to go.”
Lord Timothy was dumb-founded; he saw the rich getting richer, the
poor getting poorer and no one getting anywhere. “What have I
done?” he said. “I became too engrossed with money and never
stopped to think that people are more important.”
You can download the whole of the 2008 Christmas Story from our
website www.theweekin.co.uk and can hear the podcast of the
programme at www.somervalleyfm.co.uk and Listen Again.
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A Christmas prophecy
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Rosy Drohan from Marksbury has released her first novel - a
political thriller called Ice Cuba.
And all proceeds from her book during January will go to the
Marksbury Church Tower Appeal.

Ice Cuba is set against the
background of Guantanamo. A
romantic trip to the island
rapidly turns into a tale of
double dealing, deceit and the
urgent hunt for proof of
undisclosed torture.
Rosy Drohan has travelled
extensively in the Caribbean as
well as visiting Cuba a number
of times. She has worked in
publishing and the book

retailing world and has been short-listed in both the Frome
and Pier Pressure short story competitions. 
Rosy lives with her husband, donkeys, Shetland pony and
cat, and when not writing or travelling she plays the
saxophone.
Ice Cuba is available on Kindle.

Thieves left empty handed when they tried to break in to the
cashpoint machine at Oldland Post Office during the weekend
prior to Christmas.
They used gas to try and blow open the ATM at around 3.30am
on Saturday 19th December but despite causing damage to the
machine and the shop door, they were unable to take anything.
The Post Office and shop re-opened during Saturday and the
ATM was repaired early the following week. Similar style raids
took place in Stockwood and Brislington a few days either side
of the Oldland attack which are believed to be the work of the
same gang.

Marksbury 

Novel way to help
church tower appeal

Oldland Common 

ATM raid unsuccessful

Rosy Drohan
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Directory & What’s On

Blinds
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Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Aerials

Carpentry

Accountancy
Services

        



Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes
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Computers / IT

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Events

ElectricalChimney Sweep

Guttering Services

Furniture Makers

Garden Services
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Home Maintenance

Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering

Garden Services

Holidays & Travel

Painting
& Decorating

Locksmiths

Logs

Logs

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Joinery

Kitchens
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Plumbers Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Yoga

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

TVs

TVs

Security

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Sudoku Solutions
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2 -Hard1-Easy

Just days after the mutual back slapping which followed
the United Nations Climate Change Conference
commitments in Paris, MPs voted to permit fracking under
our National Parks and designated Areas of Outstanding
Natural Beauty (AONBs).
The extraction of shale gas or coal bed methane has proved
controversial, and not just for this Government, dividing opinion
between supporters of a cheap form of energy and opponents
who fear long-term environmental damage and the poisoning of
natural water supplies. 
Chancellor George Osborne, while cutting subsidies paid for
renewable energy, has already announced tax breaks for
fracking exploration and in the week before Parliament rose for
Christmas, the draft Onshore Hydraulic Fracturing (Protected
Areas) Regulations were approved by a majority of 37. When
the bill came before the House prior to the summer recess, the
question of whether to allow fracking under National Parks was
deferred.
Not surprisingly, the Chancellor's Parliamentary Private
Secretary and Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore supported the
move, as did his colleagues Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate) and
Jacob Rees-Mogg (North East Somerset). Filton & Bradley
Stoke MP Jack Lopresti did not take part in the vote while Kerry
McCarthy (Bristol East) voted against. 
While only four Conservative MPs actually voted against the
Government (most notably the London Mayor hopeful Zak
Goldsmith) Jacob Rees-Mogg was not amongst them. Last
April he announced at the Keynsham election hustings that he
was both a fan of fracking and a NIMBY - it was an opportunity
for cheap energy but not in North East Somerset. 
Last year, B&NES Council passed a motion expressing
opposition to fracking, particularly fearing for the Mendips and
the thermal water supply to Bath. While there are currently no
exploration licences granted in our immediate area, geological
reports have indicated areas where coal bed methane could be
extracted include the Chew Valley, Keynsham, Kelston and
Golden Valley in Bitton.  In 2010, exploration company UK
Methane applied for planning permission to sink a test bore
hole on land at Hicks Gate, Keynsham. The application was
subsequently withdrawn and the licence surrendered. 

The latest round of
drilling licences
granted include the
Somerset coast from
Weston-super-Mare
down to Hinkley Point,
as well as parcels to the
east of Frome. Speaking
on behalf of Frack Free
Somerset last week, spokesperson
Louise Somerville Williams reacted to the latest developments
in Parliament by saying: “Just days after the British Government
joined nations from all around the world in agreeing to reduce
global carbon emissions, it has voted not only to allow fracking
to take place under National Parks, but has also announced a
new round of Petroleum Exploration Development Licences
(PEDLs) across Britain, including 11 newly licensed areas in
Somerset and Wiltshire.  
“Despite all the evidence submitted during the consultation
period by conservation groups and members of Frack Free
Somerset to show the deleterious impact that drilling would
have for wildlife in these areas, the Government has made it
amply clear that it is committed to putting its vested interests in
the fracking industry ahead of any serious attempt to create a
sustainable future for our children.”
To find out more visit www.frackfreesomerset.org

MPs vote for fracking

The dates for the next sessions of the TLC listening service
have been announced.
TLC has been running at Hanham Methodist Church since
September - T is for Talk, L for Listen and C for Care.
The aim is to help people with any problems or worries. It is
not designed to bring people into church but to help in the
community and point people in the direction to find help. 
The next sessions are on Tuesdays, January 12th and 18th
and February 9th and 23rd between 1pm and 3pm.

Hanham 

A listening ear 

The Rotary Club of Kingswood is holding its annual Burns
Night on Saturday 23rd January at BAWA, Southmead Road,
Bristol.
The evening comprises a traditional Scottish three-course
meal and coffee, including haggis and neaps with whisky
gravy, the piping in and the address of the haggis, and
Scottish dancing with a caller.
The cost is £29 a head. For more details and tickets contact
Paul Strover on 0117 9673224 or 07889 627991 or email
paul.strover@btinternet.com

Kinsgwood 

Marking Burns Night 
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Rugby 

Keynsham surrender
100% record to leaders

Village prepares for its
first half-marathon

Hanham 

Chance to see tour
famous gardens

The Western Counties North campaign reached the halfway
point on the weekend prior to Christmas and things could not
have been planned better.  It brought together the top two sides,
both with 12 consecutive wins to their name.  Keynsham
welcomed Matson, who were leaders thanks to more bonus
point wins, to Crown Field and a healthy crowd of both home
and away supporters were there to watch.
The game was, not surprisingly, tense with both sides cancelling
each other out in many areas of the field. As is often the case,
it was decided by fine margins and on this occasion, it was the
visitors who just had the edge where it mattered. Keynsham
were first on the scoreboard however with a try from skipper
Jack Weston, converted by Joe Davies in the 2nd minute.
Matson pulled the score back to 7-5 with a try of their own and
just on half time, Keynsham thought they had scored a second
try. Jack Weston took a quick tap following a penalty on the
Matson line, and crashed over, only for the referee to leave
players and supporters dumbfounded by ruling a knock-on.
Despite another Joe Davies penalty it was the visitors who
edged the second half, scoring two unconverted tries.  Where
Keynsham have previously finished games strongly, on this
occasion Matson were able to weather periods of late pressure
from the home side to keep their own 100% record intact with a
10-15 win.
After the game captain Weston said: “It's a disappointing result,
Matson just edged it and probably deserved the win. Small
margins make a big difference in games like this.”
“If you offered us 12 wins from 13 games at the start of the
season we would have snatched your arm off. The biggest test
now is how we bounce back from this result and go forward in
the second half of the season. But I have full confidence in the
boys and what we can achieve.”

Reporting by Rob Breckton

Hanham Court Gardens will be opening as part of the National
Gardens Scheme (NGS) in 2016.
The famous gardens were designed by the Royal garden
designers Isabel and Julian Bannerman.
The opening dates are Saturday 6th and Sunday 7th February
(11am - 4pm), Saturday 28th , Sunday 29th and Monday 30th
May, and Saturday 25th and Sunday 26th June (noon to 5pm). 
Admission is £5 for adults, children free. Tea will be available.
There is partial wheelchair access to the grounds.

Kingswood 

Pre-school retains
Good rating
Our Lady of Lourdes Pre-School in Court Road has retained its
Good Ofsted rating.
In a report published last week, the inspector said the pre-
school was well led and managed and that teaching was good
overall, with effective systems for assessing and tracking
children's progress.
Children are said to be well-behaved, develop independence
skills, make good progress and are well-prepared for school.

Kingswood 
Pavement parking crackdown

Keynsham 

Playgroup is rated as Good

Police officers have carried out a leaflet drop in Hanham Road
asking local residents be more considerate in the way they park
on the pavement. 
Neighbourhood beat manager Lee Humphreys said his team
were trying to strike a balance. 
“We are maintaining that the pavements have free passage for
pedestrians, but allowing the sensible parking of cars so that a
major thoroughfare is left clear. 
“We believe that the balance, in the main, is being held and we
have had no further complaints.” The village of Doynton is hosting is very own half-marathon in

January.
The Doynton Hard Half-Marathon has been organised by
Emersons Green Running Club and takes place in and around
the village on Sunday 24th January. 
Race planning is going well, and the organisers have so far
enlisted over 40 volunteers to marshal and generally help out
but are still looking for more. If you can spare a few hours to
help runners stay on track, help at the drinks station or assist at
race HQ hen contact Pete on 0117 9565458 or Neil on 07733
101593. A small group will be providing refreshments in the
village hall for the cross-country runners and their supporters,
with proceeds going to the Red Cross. If anyone can make a
cake or sandwiches or help with serving or washing up they are
asked to email jill.ritchie@globallearning.co.uk. Find out more
about the race at www.doyntonhardhalfmarathon.co.uk

The 3-2-4 Playgroup based on the Chandag campus has been
rated as Good by the education watchdog Ofsted. 
The inspector said the children enjoy playing with a range of
resources, are well-behaved and make good progress. Staff are
said to be very caring and there are positive relationships with
parents.
Ofsted visited in November and the report was published earlier
this month. 
There are 35 children on the roll at the playgroup which opened
in 1986.

                    



32 The Week in •  Thursday 31st December 2015

     


