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Steps are being taken to secure a plot of private land in
Blackhorse Road after four caravans that had been illegally
camped there moved off last week.
A wall is in the process of being built across the entrance to stop
a repeat incursion. 

Ward councillor Andy Perkins said he had asked South
Gloucestershire Council to arrange for the site to be cleaned up,
but it was still strewn with rubbish at the weekend as our picture
shows.
A further caravan and a motorhome that had been in a car park
next to the nearby Orchard Medical Centre have also gone.
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Kingswood

Encampment moves on
Keynsham

Sports hall and pool

Bitton

Steam railway seeks
99-year lease
Avon Valley Railway Heritage Trust, based at Bitton Station,
is asking South Gloucestershire Council for a 99-year lease
on the line from Oldland Common to Saltford.
The currently 20-year lease runs out next autumn and the
council has recently received the new request from the
trust. The council is now consulting on whether there is any
alternative realistic interest. Find out more on the council's
website under Consultations or call 01454 865067.

B&NES Council leader Tim Warren faced a tough grilling on
BBC Radio Bristol's John Darvall show last week and
ended up promising that the new leisure centre in
Keynsham would have a sports hall plus spectator seating
for the pool.
Last Thursday's programme saw the council leader in the hot
seat and answering a lot of hostile questioning from his host and
callers to the station on a range of issues from the 2% council
tax precept for adult social care to the east Bath Park and Ride. 
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When Lindsey Allen from Oldland Common accused the council
of already agreeing a contract with leisure provider GLL for the
new Keynsham Leisure Centre which would not have certain
facilities, he made some very interesting revelations.
His first response confirmed what his Conservative colleague
Martin Veal had said at the Keynsham Town Council meeting a
week earlier - that the council would “make sure there were
adequate facilities” in Keynsham. When pressed by John
Darvall, he went on to confirm that these would include a dry
sports hall and spectator seating, claiming the council was not
previously aware of the level of competitive swimming that took
place in Keynsham.  Both caller and radio host pressed further
over the squash courts but the B&NES Council leader managed
to bat that particular question away.
When challenged over the size of the three sites shortlisted in
the initial consultation with Keynsham residents in September,
Mr Warren admitted that the previously favoured option of
Ashton Way was probably no longer viable. He also confirmed
that the council was still attempting to buy out the long-term
lease on the Riverside office complex.  Last month we reported
that an offshore property company was seeking to convert the
empty offices into 100 apartments and studios under permitted
development planning regulations.
Refurbishment of the existing leisure centre site within

Riverside was still an option,
according to the council leader,
but when challenged over the
claim that this would only be
80% of the cost of a new build,
he gave listeners another
fascinating statement.  He told
the caller that this calculation
had been made on the basis of
the slimmed-down leisure
provision as outlined in the
public consultation - i.e. with no sports hall or spectator seating.
However, in October, when we first broke the story of the
opposition to the leisure centre plans, B&NES issued a
statement in which they stated quite clearly “… there are no
detailed designs and there will be further public consultation
and meetings with key user groups on the mix of facilities prior
to a planning application being submitted.  The drawings that
were displayed at the initial consultation were diagrammatic
and are not final design drawings.”
Lindsey Allen's final comment to Tim Warren was not to “weasel
out” of the pledge he had just made on air and he responded
that he already had six Conservative councilors from
Keynsham holding a gun to his head. See letters page 10.

gallery pledge from council leader

Tim Warren 



This is how Lidl's proposed new supermarket on the site of the
closed Co-op in Halls Road would look.
A planning application is due to be submitted to South
Gloucestershire Council soon for a 1, 689m2 sales area store
which the retailer says “will provide new and improved shopping
facilities at competitive prices and offer exceptional quality, to
the benefit of local consumers”.
Lidl says the store will create employment opportunities for up
to 40 staff. It has set up a petition for people to support their
plans which has been so far signed by more than 200 people.
You can view all the details of the proposals at
http://www.kingswood.lidl.co.uk/

4 The Week in • Thursday 3rd December 2015

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

15,000 copies are distributed through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.  Verified pick-up rate of 97%.

Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Editorial Becky Feather 07973 839936

Christine Rogers 

Advertising Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website
(www.theweekin.co.uk) may be reproduced without the written permission
of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All rights reserved.

The Week in

Kingswood

Lidl's plans for new
town store



They say that as you grow older you pay less attention to
your birthdays. That's a bit how it has been at The Week In
this year, so much so that another milestone has been
reached without us really noticing.
This issue is our 400th and while we have celebrated the previous
three centuries with a trawl through the archives, the simple fact
is that this year we just haven't had time or the space! Since
expanding our coverage area and increasing the print run, even
with extra pairs of hands on board, we are still a relatively small
team here at the Keynsham office and this year has simply flown
by.  
There do seem to have been a lot of significant local stories to
cover this year and with local businesses increasingly finding The
Week In is the publication people actually read to find out what's
going on, advertising revenue continues to grow.
Although we won't celebrate our eighth birthday until next
February, 400 issues is still a significant number in many
respects. It's a lot of paper, too. We estimate we have printed the
equivalent of 160 million sheets of A4 since our first issue.  That
weighs about 900 tons and would actually stretch around the
world.  Our fingers have been busy on the keyboard too during
that time, composing and writing around four million words.
Of that total, how many have been 'Green Belt', 'parking', 'civic
centre', 'traffic' or 'Cadbury's' is harder to quantify.  It certainly is
the case though that some issues which occupy the pages of this
edition were also stories in the earliest numbers of what was then
the 'Keynsham & Saltford Times'.

What is satisfying is that often, we know (because you tell us) that
we have made a difference.  Whether it is in bringing items into
the public domain that some organisations would prefer to keep
private or helping the public make their feelings known when
those in power have believed otherwise, there is still a role for
local media that is connected to its readership.  But it's also the
smaller, more personal things which can make a difference.
Helping raise awareness of a local fundraising campaign or
reuniting someone with lost property or valuables is as much a
demonstration of the worth of a local newspaper and this is
frequently borne out in your contributions to the letters page.
So it's thanks again for reading and advertising in The Week In
and we'll put our noses back to the grindstone for another 100
issues. Perhaps then we will make a big noise when Issue 500 is
due off the press on 9th November 2017.

Stephen, Becky, Jodie, Tracy & Christine
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400 up but no time to celebrate
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11th hour legal submission
There has been an angry reaction from campaigners
fighting to save ancient Lyde Green Common after the
owners served legal papers on South Gloucestershire
Council half an hour before a key decision was due to be
made.
Last Thursday members of the Public Rights of Way &
Commons Registration Sub-Committee were due to discuss an
application by a company called Norft to deregister the
Common.
Norft wants the council to consider becoming a joint applicant in
the application but council solicitor Andrew Griffiths had
prepared a report recommending that the authority does not
sign up.
The council has a number of statutory interests in the Common.
It is the commons registration authority, the planning authority,
highways authority and also has a responsibility for the
Common under a scheme of management.
On Thursday morning councillors visited the Common, as well
as a site off Coxgrove Hill that is being proposed by Norft as an
alternative Common. Then, 30 minutes before their meeting in
the afternoon, an agent representing Norft handed a six-sided
document to Mr Griffiths who told councillors the late submission
“raises legal issues which we will need to consider in more
detail”. 
Those issues were not disclosed at the meeting. Mr Griffiths
said the council would need to speak to its barrister and advised
councillors to defer the matter to their next meeting, to which 
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they agreed.
Norft is based in Devon and headed by Julian Darling, who
claimed ownership of the Common some years ago after
buying the lordship of the manor of Westerleigh. His company
has applied to the Planning Inspectorate to deregister the
Common for “health and safety” reasons, saying the area will
become more heavily trafficked with the new Lyde Green
development being built nearby, with a risk to people using the
Common.
But campaigners believe Norft's intention is to ultimately sell it
for housing. The Common was included in a development plan
in 2004 but removed in 2011. 
Addressing last Thursday's meeting, Howsmoor Lane resident
Gerald Taylor, who is a registered Commoner, told the meeting

that he had informed Emersons
Green Town Council about
Norft's plans as the company
had failed in its duty to do so.
He said the proposed
replacement was “a field on a
slope” that was prone to
flooding, with a dangerous
access on a blind corner.
Mr Griffiths said it would be a
matter for the inspector whether
the application had been

properly made: “There may be defects but it is not for the
committee to consider.”
Ron Phelps, from Avon Ramblers, told the meeting that it was
an “unthinkable proposal” to deny access to Lyde Green
Common and described the proposed replacement as “a totally
unsuitable piece of land”. 
The decision on whether to allow deregistration rests with the
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs
acting through the Planning Inspectorate, and an inspector has
already been appointed to head a public inquiry.
After the meeting local councillor Steve Reade criticised the
“shambles” of Norft submitting legal papers “at the 11th hour”.
And Mr Taylor said it was “extremely remiss” to present legal
papers at such a late stage.

delays Lyde Green Common decision

Lyde Green Common

Gerald
Taylor
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

9 1 6
8 4

9 7 1 3 8
4 2

5 7 4 9 1
3 7 6 5
8 4

2 3 8 5
1 3 7 2

7 1 4
3 9 8

4 3
7 5 6

4 9
1 9 8 2
2 4 7

3 8 9
5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 6th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Tea parties help
ward off loneliness
Loneliness is an issue which always comes to the fore
at this time of year and one national charity has been
successfully working on the problem in our area for a
number of years. 
Now Contact the Elderly is looking for more volunteers in
the east Bristol area to help organise its tea parties.
The charity organises monthly Sunday afternoon tea parties
for older people aged 75 and over who live on their own and
have little to no contact with friends or family.  
To make this work, volunteers either act as hosts for the
party or drivers, collecting and returning the guests to their
own homes. 

Drivers normally have to give up one Sunday afternoon a
month and hosts usually organise two parties a year.
Anyone interested in becoming a group coordinator is also
most welcome.
To find out more about being a volunteer or if you are over
75 and would like to join one of the tea parties, contact
Amanda Hall on 020 7240 0630 Amanda.hall@contact-the-
elderly.org.uk or visit www.contact-the-elderly.org.uk

Staple Hill 

Ofsted praise for
pre-school

Musicians needed

Page Park Pre-school, which meets in the sports pavilion, has
held on to its overall 'Good' rating following a recent inspection
by Ofsted.
The personal development, behaviour and welfare category
was rated as 'Outstanding'. Inspector Judith Harris said staff use
“exceptionally sensitive and thoughtful procedures to help
children to settle quickly. Children of all ages rapidly develop
remarkable self-confidence and independence.”
Staff were also praised for planning interesting and exciting
activities and the children are said to enjoy learning and are
making good progress. 
Robust assessments for potential risks in all areas of the pre-
school help the leaders keep children safe and protected at all
times. The report also noted that the staff build very strong
relationships with parents and other professionals.
There are 34 children on the roll at the pre-school, which has
been going for nearly 20 years.

Fingers and Frets, a long-established fretted instrument
orchestra, is looking for additional players.   
Anyone who plays mandolin, banjo or guitar is more than
welcome. Rehearsals take place in Warmley every week and
the orchestra performs at community events in the Bristol and
Bath area. 
The music played covers a wide spectrum from classical to
dance and jigs and reels.  Currently the orchestra is practising
for carol performances.
To find out more call 0117 9673668 or visit
https://fingersandfrets.wordpress.com
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Letters
Sports hall U-turn
Dear Sir,
As a frequent user of the sports hall at
Keynsham Leisure Centre, I would like to
thank Tim Warren, the Chair of B&NES
Council, for the early Christmas present he
has given to all users of the centre and
Keynsham residents.
I heard Tim report on Radio Bristol that
B&NES have now had a U-turn and will be
including a dry sports hall and seating
gallery for the swimming pool in the plans
for the new leisure centre. 
Unfortunately he wasn't as positive about
the squash courts so there is still a battle
to be fought. We are happy with the
progress that has been made but must still
be vigilant.
Julie Hughes
Hanham

Cautious welcome for
leisure centre pledge
Dear Editor,
Is there good news at last for Keynsham
Leisure Centre users? As reported in The
Week, Issue 399, the Keynsham Town
Council Chair Lisa O'Brien stated that a
sports hall was “not a maybe but a must
have” as far as town councillors were
concerned and concurred with the need
for a viewing gallery for the pool. Visiting
B&NES councillor Veal was also left in no
doubt as to the feelings of the town council
and members of the public who spoke to
him later outside.
I refer also to the Radio Bristol interview
with the Chair of B&NES Council Tim
Warren on 26 November.  Local resident
Lindsey pushed him to the limit.  He gave
a commitment to a sports hall and viewing

gallery for the pool. Although Riverside is
now back as the preferred location, either
as a new or refurbished facility, it could not
be guaranteed at this stage. (I strongly
recommend Googling 'Radio Bristol John
Darvall available now', selecting 26th Nov
and listening at exactly 30 minutes of
broadcast).
We now seem to have moved a long way
from the poorly advertised B&NES Council
consultation of 15th September when
planners were actively promoting very
reduced facilities and trying to fob off
sports hall users with totally inadequate
arrangements at local schools. The
response from local residents has been
amazing. If you have any doubt about
leisure centre usage, just drop in any
evening of the week, or visit the sports hall
on Monday and Friday mornings.
I must now give a word of caution.
Although it now seems that a number of
B&NES councillors and all town
councillors genuinely want to retain all the
current leisure centre facilities, there are
definitely still spanners that can be thrown
into the works.  There is still 'wriggle room',
with phrases such as “unfortunately due to
(xxxx), it is no longer feasible to etc, etc.”
Politicians have to use them frequently.
Residents must remain vigilant, keep
councillors on their toes, attend town
council meetings and keep the letters
coming in. Although things might be
looking more hopeful, I must stress that at
present there is still no done deal.
Clive Honeychurch

Speed tables serve no
purpose
Dear Sir,
With reference to your article relating to
the recent installation of speed tables near
Kingswood Library and their apparent
ineffectiveness in reducing the speed of

vehicles, there have been similar tables
installed close to my home at the junction
of Orchard Road and Orchard Vale.
In fact one of the tables is located close to
my gates which has given me the
opportunity to witness the effectiveness, or
not, of these so-called speed tables.
My conclusion is that these tables serve
no useful purpose at all, the reason being
that  when careful drivers see the
advanced speed ramps ahead sign, being
careful drivers, they slow down, but when
the speeding motorists realise that the
ramps provide little or no danger to
themselves or their vehicles, they carry on
speeding.
I would also point out that these roads are
no longer a bus route.
Phil Kirley

Praise for Waitrose staff
Dear Stephen,
I am really happy to say how much I
appreciate the staff of the Waitrose store in
Keynsham. They make my life so much
brighter with their cheerful approach to any
query I have and indeed were very sad
when I asked regarding bilberries and they
could not help.  
They are so friendly, kind, helpful, pleasant
and caring, whatever I request. Being
alone is a problem at times and not being
young, life can be a little fraught. My age is
giving me a little trouble but all the staff in
the store help me a great deal when I
cannot find what I need and are so very
cheerful in their approach and care. Even
the younger staff seem to understand my
problems although I try to be independent. 
Thank you Waitrose for making my life a
little easier - I do appreciate your help and
the thoughtfulness of your lovely staff.
Thank you for being my 'friends'.
Joyce Hoole  
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Letters
Festival had no festive
spirit
Dear Editor,
My son and I attended this year's Winter
Festival and wish we hadn't. What a let-
down. No Christmas tree like we had last
year at the new Civic Centre, stalls were
rubbish, and just the general lack of
entertainment. 
The fact that the lights didn't even come on
wasn't a bad thing as they are an anti-
climax anyway.
I think there needs to be a shake-up with
the organisation of next year's Winter
Festival and have someone else give
some fresh ideas. 
I have lived in Keynsham for almost 40
years and remember when we had a
carnival procession along the high street
and the town's lights were amazing. There
is so much more that can be done to make
our Winter Festival more inviting to our
lovely community and visitors. 
Why was the stage at the far end of
Temple Street? I would have thought it
would be much better at the new Civic
Centre with a nice big Christmas tree and

a brass band playing around it. The rides
should have been along Temple Street
and also at the far end of the High Street
(by St John's Church) where normally it is
very busy, far from what it was like this
year; it was like a ghost town. The High
Street should be full of Christmas related
stalls selling gifts and not just tombolas
and raffle stalls. It's just the same boring
things. 
There was a certain lack of festive spirit
about, such a shame, let's hope
organisers can reflect on this and make
some changes for the better next year.
A disappointed Keynsham resident

'Name and shame' bad
drivers
Dear Sir,
Can I through your letters page applaud
the schools who are taking action against
the bad parking of some drivers on the
school run?
It is an excellent idea to take photographs
of thoughtless, arrogant parking in roads
around local schools. I have done this
already this and sent it to the headmaster
of our local school during the summer. 
There was one instance last week of a
mother parking on the corner of a junction
across the dropped kerb. No doubt she

was late but she stopped the parents with
pushchairs/scooters and bicycles having a
safe crossing point. She was totally
arrogant in ignoring the other parents, she
was only interested in the school gates. 
I, for one, think it is an excellent idea and
other schools should take it up. 
Nick Gould, Oldland Common

Wrong turn
Dear Sir,
Has anyone noticed an increase in cars
coming on to the High Street from Charlton
Road and turning right - going the wrong
way - despite clear signs indicating that
this is a one-way system?
Yet again today we saw the difficulties
caused when a car decided to do this. We
are fearful to think what could have
happened!
Any solutions, we wonder?
Carl & Pat Andrews

Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us

your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Leave or end an association with (3,3)
8 In the middle (6)
9 Disparaging comment (4)
10 Single pitch or drone (8)
11 Contra (7)
13 High speed computer memory (5)
15 Animal or vegetable fat (5)
17 A man made fibre (7)
20 Time of year said to turn people crazy (4,4)
21 A ceremonial act (4)
22 Christmas decoration (6)
23 Regenerate (6)

DOWN
1 Bandy (6)
2 Entrance (4)
3 Detail individually (7)
4 Sweet glaze made from sugar (5)
5 Not securely fixed (8)
6 Limb of a tree (6)
12 Visionary dreamer (8)
14 Background (7)
16 Creative workplace (6)
18 Synchronised (2,4)
19 The earth (5)
21 All night party event (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

More than 100 local businesses have signed a letter calling
on the Government to deliver the funding for a new
junction 18A into the M4.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, and Luke Hall, the MP for
Thornbury and Yate, presented the letter to Andrew Jones,
Parliamentary Under-Secretary of State for Transport, in the
House of Commons last week (pictured).
The campaign has been gathering momentum in recent
months, following a debate in Parliament and the launch of a
University of Bath report putting forward the economic case for
the new junction.
With the support of the business community, and with a petition
backing the new junction signed by over 1,000 local people,
pressure is increasing for the funding to be delivered for the
project to unlock local growth.
Junction 18A would address increasing residential and
commercial demands being placed on South Gloucestershire,
which is already experiencing significant growth. Over the next
10 years, it is anticipated that 7,000 new jobs will be created in
the area which will put a significant strain on the road network.
The campaign for the new junction, Gateway2Growth, has
already made significant progress since it was launched in

March 2015 and has won cross-party support on South
Gloucestershire Council. 
Mr Skidmore said: "I believe we have so far presented a clear
and convincing case that this junction should be part of the
future infrastructure of South Gloucestershire, and this letter
only adds to that.
“There has been significant economic development in this area
and we need a road infrastructure to cater for this growth and
the future development that is expected here.
"I have been leading the campaign for the new 18A link since
entering Westminster and the need for a new road link is
becoming more pressing than ever if we are to maximise the
area's economic potential."

MPs present minister with letter signed
by 100 businesses backing M4 link
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The death of Monica Knight at the age of 73 has been
announced.  
Monica had been suffering from cancer and died in hospital last
Friday surrounded by her family.
Known to many residents of Wick, Kingswood and Warmley,
Monica's background was of a true country girl. Her father was
the blacksmith at Upton Cheyney where she still had many ties. 
When she first married she lived in the village but later moved
with her husband Brian to Wick. Monica was a lifelong member
of Wick Tabernacle and with her sister Sue arranged the
flowers. She also played the church organ.
Over 50 years ago when Warmley Rural District Council was
based at Warmley House, Monica provided secretarial support,
and later worked for Kingswood Urban District Council at the
Civic Centre in Kingswood.  During the latter years of her
employment she worked for South Gloucestershire Council, in
the Electoral Services department at Kingswood and Thornbury.
She was a central and loyal member of the Wick & Doynton
Women's Institute and a pinnacle of the community in Wick, and
her helpful and caring nature will leave its mark on the many
people who knew her. 
Monica, who was widowed, leaves a daughter, Sarah, son
Richard and four grandchildren.

Barbara Harris

Keynsham 
Colouring competition winners

Wick 

Monica Knight dies,
aged 73 Almost 100 children entered Keynsham Town Council's

Peter Pan colouring competition as part of the Winter
Festival.
And last Monday the winners and runners-up were invited
to the town council offices where all the entries were on
display. They were congratulated by council Chair Lisa
O'Brien. The youngsters were presented with their prizes on
festival night itself. 
The winner of the age 5 - 6 category was Poppy Pollard-
Slingo and the runners-up were Greta Magnusson and
Phoebe Summers.
In the 7 - 9 category the winner was Sofia Hirons, with Leo
Parsons and Hollie Butler the runners-up.
And in the age 10 and 11 category Katie Griffiths took first
prize with Poppy Stokes and Zoe Taylor the runners-up.
The overall winner was Sofia.
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'Remedial work' is to be carried out on the new speed tables that
have been installed on Kingswood High Street.
Last week we reported on concerns that the tables are barely
making a difference as the gradient is so slight.
This week Kings Chase councillor Kim Scudamore told us that
after he and his fellow ward colleagues had spoken with council
officers, the speed tables at the junction with Alma Road and
near the Sainsbury's convenience store and the library had
been inspected. 
He said: “My understanding is that although the installation
appears to be within specification, there are aspects of the
construction that officers are not happy with, and they will be
asking the contractors to return in the New Year to carry out
further work. 
“There is currently an embargo on major roadworks in the
Christmas period and as the installation is not unsafe, delaying
the remedial work until next year is considered to be the best
option.  

“As local councillors, we are disappointed that further work is
necessary, but we will be working with officers and listening to
residents to make sure that these safety improvements are
effective.”

Despite the wet August Bank Holiday weekend which
affected the number of visitors attending Whitchurch Village
Fete, the organisers were able to donate the proceeds to
local charities and organisations, including those who were
involved in the event.
Receiving cheques at a presentation evening held at the
Whitchurch Royal British Legion last month were the Royal
British Legion Club & Poppy Appeal, the 107th Bristol
(Whitchurch) Scout Group, Shaolin Wushu Martial Arts,
Keynsham Air Cadets, Pegasus Hawking Birds of Prey,
Enchante Baton Twirlers, Hounds for Heroes, Bristol
Barbarians Rugby Football Club, Above & Beyond and St
John Ambulance.

Marilyn Webster  (Committee member), Lewis Jones (Shaolin
Wushu Martial Arts) & his dad, Mike Jones

Kingswood 

'Remedial work' lined
up to make speed
tables effective

Whitchurch 

Fete profits handed out
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week

In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

St Francis Road resident Mike Swift has decorated his
house front for Christmas again this year. The house,
opposite the entrance to Broadlands Academy is illuminated
each evening from 4.30pm and contributions are gratefully
received in aid of the Macmillan Cancer charity.

Plans for a cycle route along the Avon Valley through Crews
Hole at the 'Conham Road gap' have now been granted
permission. 
It has long been the intention of Bristol, South Gloucestershire
and B&NES councils to create a 'greenway' along the line of the
River Avon towpath from Bristol to Bath via Keynsham, but the
Conham Road part has been a problem as for more than 300
metres the road runs right next to the river. 
The plans, which were unveiled back in March, are for a path
through woodland to the north of Conham Road, connected at
either end by a raised zebra crossing and narrowing of the road
to slow the traffic.
The new scheme has been made possible by the support of the
landowners John Newlands McCreadie and Francesco Porcaro,
and Wessex Water. The path will run along a route levelled for
the construction of a sewer. As yet there are no funds in place
to complete the works but now that planning permission has
been sorted, it is hoped that the money can be found.
As part of the planning conditions, money will be given for tree
planting in the area to mitigate the effect of the tree felling
necessary to clear the line of the path.

Keynsham 

Christmas lights
for Macmillan

St George 

Go-ahead for woodland
solution for cycle route

Situations Vacant
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The New World Business Centre celebrated its first
anniversary recently as well as completely occupying the
first phase of its development.
Local entrepreneur Jeff Cox designed and refurbished the
building on Station Road last year to accommodate his own
company's expansion but decided to make the rest of the space
available to tenants. The business centre now has nine high
quality office suites and ample parking within easy distance of
the ring road, motorway and the city centres of Bath and Bristol.
The Bristol-Bath cycle path runs just alongside as well. Now, a
year on, all the office suites are occupied and building will begin
next year on phase two.
In addition to the serviced offices, the New World Business
Centre provides meeting and conference facilities as well as
'virtual offices' with full secretarial support. Since opening last
October, a growing number of small businesses have been able
to take advantage of these facilities, especially the growing
number of start up and self employed entrepreneurs who
mainly work from home but need somewhere to meet and liaise
with clients. Having high specification office facilities and

professional staff can make a significant difference for
businesses trying to attract new business on a limited budget.
To find out more visit www.newworldbusinesscentre.co.uk or
contact the centre on  0117 3320900 or
info@newworldbusinesscentre.co.uk

Warmley 

Business centre celebrates
1st anniversary

Jeff Cox with Caroline Bendall (l), Matt Strzalka and
Sarah Parrott from New World Business Centre.
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in December

Staple Hill will mark the festive season with its annual
Christmas on the Hill event on Saturday 5th December.  
As usual the festivities begin with a parade through the town
which starts from the WDM car park at 1.30pm. This year the
parade, which involves community groups, bands, pipers and
drum majorettes, will be led by a Chinese dragon.
There will be street performances by Circomedia and the
Calabash Singers while at the Sanctuary there will be children's

entertainment with a puppet
show and a visit from Father
Christmas. 
There is a Christmas Fayre at
the Royal British Legion, a
charity fayre and a Christmas
grotto at the Methodist Church,
musical performances at the
library plus a programme of
entertainment at the Salvation
Army.  

In Fountain Square the Lawmen Wild West Show team will put
on a display and the afternoon will culminate with the switching
on of the Christmas tree lights by Elsa from Frozen and people
are invited to join in with the carol singing around the tree.
Programmes, which are on sale at local shops, give all the
details of the activities. Each programme has a lucky number
which could win the holder prizes donated by local traders.

Christmas on the Hill



A Christmas craft fair will be held at the Upton Inn in Upton
Cheyney on Saturday 5th December from noon to 4.30pm.
Hand-crafted goods will be for sale direct from the makers
and hot mulled cider and hot food will be available. Everyone
is welcome and entry is free.

The PTA at St Anne's Primary School at Oldland
Common is staging a Christmas Fayre at the school on
Saturday 5th December from noon to 3pm.

A Festive Fete will be held at St George Community Centre
on Saturday 5th December from 3pm to 6pm. There will be
craft stalls, plus some traditional games, craft activities for
children and Santa's Grotto, as well as refreshments.

Christ the Servant Church in Stockwood will be holding is
annual Christmas Fair on Saturday 12th December
between 12.30pm and 3pm.  The many stalls will include
nearly-new, bottle, leather work, Christmas decorations,
toys, bric-a-brac and home-made cakes. Children can visit
Father Christmas in his grotto for free and throughout the
afternoon there will be musical entertainment, fun games

and a raffle.  

A Christmas craft fayre will
be held at Warmley
Community Centre on
Saturday 12th December
from noon to 4pm. Father
Christmas will be in his
grotto and there will be hot
food available. Anyone
interested in having a craft
table can contact Sally on
07986 934654. All proceeds
from the fair will go the
centre's redecoration
scheme.
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Christmas fairs
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If you are looking to do your Christmas shopping in Bath
then you'll be glad to know that operation of the Park-and-
Ride service is being extended. 
The B&NES Council sites at Newbridge, Lansdown and
Odd Down will have double the frequency of buses at
weekends and will operate until 10pm except Sundays until
the end of the Christmas Market on 12th December. The
last buses on Sunday 6th & 13th December will leave Bath
city centre at 6pm.
During the last full shopping week before Christmas
(Monday 14th to Saturday 19th December) operations will
again be extended to 10pm but will revert to the normal
timetable between Sunday 20th December and Christmas
Eve. Extra buses will run on Sunday 27th December when
Bath Rugby are at home, and also on the Bank Holiday
Monday (28th December). There will be no service on
Christmas Day or Boxing Day.

A community choir is gearing up for its third annual festive
concert.
Cadbury Heath Community Choir, which launched in 2013, will
be performing carols and festive songs at 1.30pm on Thursday
17th December at Cadbury Heath Hall.   Admission is free and
refreshments will be available. 
Janice Suffolk, director at Juice Community Project, which hosts
the choir project, said:  “From our humble beginnings of just four
members to over 40 people attending each week, our Thursday
afternoons are full of fun.” Sessions run on Thursdays from 1pm
to 2.30pm at Cadbury Heath Hall during school term-times. To
find out more go to www.cadburyheathchoir.org.uk

Christmas Concerts

Choir's festive concert

Festive Park-and-
Ride extension

The Bristol East & Kingswood Band will perform at St Aidan's
Church in Fir Tree Lane,  St George, on Tuesday 8th December
at 7.30pm. For more information call 0117 9407142.
Avon & Somerset Constabulary Male Voice Choir will be joined
by ensemble Bold Brass for a concert at St John's Church in
Keynsham on Saturday 12th December at 7pm. Proceeds will
go to Cancer Research UK and a charity to be nominated by
Keynsham Bowls Club. Tickets for Coppers & Brass at
Christmas are £5 available from Parish Church Office and
Smiths, the Jewellers in Keynsham High Street or online at
http:/policechoir.ticketsource.co.uk. 
Whitchurch United Reformed Church will be hosting a concert of
Christmas music by the Unity Singers on Saturday 12th
December at 7.30pm.
During the interval there will be seasonal refreshments,
including a glass of mulled wine. Tickets cost £5 each (family
ticket £12) and can be ordered from Sue on 01275 541785 or
Mary on 01275 541572.  
The New Harmony Ladies' Choir will peform their Christmas
concert with Oldland Brass at the Victoria Methodist Church in
Keynsham on Saturday 12th December at 7.30pm.

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in December



The Keynsham & District Talking
Newspaper for the Blind and Partially
Sighted recorded its Christmas edition on
21st November at St Dunstan's Church. 
The issue is currently being edited by the
KTN's technicians and will be sent out to
listeners to arrive with them before Christmas. 
Listeners, volunteers and other supporters
attended the event. There was a mixture of
well-loved carols such as We Three Kings and
Away in a Manger, plus readings, including a
piece written by patron Jean Crowther entitled
'Butterflies'. 
John Cawley, of the KTN's news team, sang a
lovely solo of the song Mary, Did You Know,
and Father Tibor Szende, of St Dunstan's,
read a thought-provoking epilogue. The
afternoon was brought together wonderfully by
compere and KTN presenter on the magazine
side, John Crocombe.  Afterwards everyone
enjoyed the opportunity to chat over tea and
mince pies in the hall. 

The Keynsham & District Talking Newspaper
for the Blind is a free weekly audio magazine
on memory stick. If you do not have the means
to play memory sticks an easy-to-use box to
play them on can be supplied.
There is local news plus a magazine section
with a variety of topics, including historic
places, local personalities, recipes and
information on changes in national benefits
and entitlements. 
Call 0117 2993021 or email
keynshamtalkingnews@gmail.com
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Keynsham 

Talking Newspaper's
Christmas edition recorded

Bitton 
New date for
Bel's talk
A talk by the author and
journalist Bel Mooney at
St Mary's Church Hall in
Bitton has now been
postponed from 11th
December to 17th
February.
Bel will talk about what 10
years as an advice
columnist, first at The
Times and now at the
Daily Mail, has taught her
about life and love.
She will be reading from
(and signing) her new
paperback called Lifelines 
Words to Help You
Through.  
Tickets are £6, to include
a glass a wine, and are
available from Ann Willis
on 07934 375385 or email
bob.willis@talktalk.net
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A Christmas Toy Fair and Collectibles Auction held at the
Batch in Cadbury Heath on Saturday raised over £2,750 in
memory of two-year-old Longwell Green boy Joel Prince.
Joel died in January from a very rare cancer - a Spinal
Atypical/Teratoid Rabdoid Tumour - and his family are raising
money for the Children's Cancer & Leukaemia Group towards
vital clinical trials.
During the day BBC Bargain Hunt's Thomas Plant auctioned off
items including Star Wars figures, Beanie Babies and vintage

Matchbox and Corgi cars.  The auction raised nearly £1,000.
Children had the chance to have their photo taken with Star
Wars characters and other activities included face painting.
Toys that were not sold are being donated to other good
causes, including hospitals, hospices and schools. 
Joel's mum Mel Abrahams said: “It's about helping all children.
It's good to share the love.”
To make a donation to the Joel Prince Starlight Fund go to
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/JoelPrinceSt
arlightFund

Toy fair and auction raises over
£2,750 in Joel's memory

Mel with Erica Williams, Chair of
South Glos. Council
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People are being consulted on plans to again change the
length of time that motorists can stay in Page Road car
park. 
It was first created as a long-stay car park but traders
complained, saying it was impacting on footfall as it was being
used for all-day parking by commuters treating it as a 'park and
ride' and also by staff at some local businesses parking there all
day.

So in August 2014 South Gloucestershire Council changed the
car park to a two-hour limit but it has been under-utilised and
the authority was asked to review the regulations again to cater
better for visitors' needs.
The proposal now is to allow people to park for four hours rather
than two to allow for longer business meetings, visit a number
of shops, and perhaps have lunch or visit the hairdresser.
The deadline for comments is 17th December. You can find out
more at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation and the plans are
also available to view at Kingswood One Stop Shop and at
Staple Hill Library during normal opening hours. 

Staple Hill

Move to change car park hours - again
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There will be a food collection from 11am to noon at locations in
Keynsham town centre this Saturday (5th December) to help the
homeless in Bath and Bristol. 
The main collection point is outside the Victoria Methodist
Church on the High Street but donations can also be left at
points outside Poundland and Sainsbury's on Market Walk.

The poppy collection at the Sainsbury's store in Emersons
Green has raised over £14,500 for the Royal British Legion.
Pictured is Margaret Bracey one of the poppy sellers, who has
been collecting for the Legion for 71 years.
A store spokesperson said: “It is always a pleasure to have
these ladies in our store and this year our customers and
colleagues raised £14,553.31. A huge thank you to all.”

Keynsham Lions are busy preparing for the annual Father
Christmas tour of Keynsham and Saltford but are in need of
some towing power this year.
None of the current Lions members has a vehicle equipped
with a tow bar and the unit they use to transport Santa's
sleigh to its static locations cannot be used to tow it around
the streets.  
As well as bringing joy to generations of children, the annual
tour of local neighbourhoods is a vital part of the group's
fundraising for its Christmas Appeal. 
Five evenings are planned this year (10th, 15th, 16th, 17th
& 18th December) and anyone who can supply a vehicle
and driver between 5.30pm and 8pm will be helping to keep
the tradition alive. Contact Alan Hale on 0117 9837923 or
alan@keynshamlions.org.uk
The Lions will however still be collecting for the appeal and
Santa and his sleigh will be at many static locations over the
coming weeks including Tesco and Waitrose in Keynsham,
Morrisons at Fishponds and the Keynsham Farmers Market
on 12th December.

Can you help
Santa get his
sleigh moving?

Keynsham 
Feeding the homeless

Emersons Green 
Store poppy collection tops £14,500
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St George in Bloom has been selected by the Royal
Horticultural Society to represent the South West region as an
urban entry in the national competition next year.
It follows St George winning the Urban Communities Trophy in
the South West in Bloom awards this summer, as well as a
prestigious Gold Pennant.
This week Grenville Johnson, chair of St George in Bloom, said:
“We would like to sincerely thank RHS South West in Bloom for
considering us for this prestigious competition.
“This is a huge honour for St George in Bloom and our area of
the city, and we will do our very best to showcase all the superb
community, horticultural, and environmental work that is being
done in this area.
“The committee members of St George in Bloom will be meeting
in January to engage in some forward planning for this exciting
project, and we will be writing to local community groups to
invite them to join us and participate as soon as we have
finalised our plans.”
Judging will take place next August.

St George 

National honour
for St George
in Bloom

Fry Club Girls and Wellsway Sixth Form students
undertaking their National Citizen Service, plus friends,
have raised over £500 for the Kingswood-based Jessie May
Trust.

The students and players organised a fun Football Fest on
the new flood-lit grass pitch at the new Somerdale Pavilion,
with bucket collections, a raffle and cakes sold to raise
money for the Kingswood-based charity, which provides
hospice-at-home services to terminally ill children.
The Football Fest was the main event with four teams
playing each other. A medal was presented to all players
after the games and a post-game disco was held.
Aquaterra (Somerdale Pavilion) donated prizes along with
the use of the facilities so the event could take place. 

Keynsham 

Charity Football Fest



Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Blinds
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Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

Caravans

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Aerials

Carpentry



Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes

Dance Lessons
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Computers / IT

Digger Hitre

Electrical

Driveways

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks



Directory & What’s On
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Home Maintenance

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Garden Services

Home Help

Furniture Makers

Events

Home Help

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com



Directory & What’s On

The Week in • Thursday 3rd December 2015 29

Plumbers Plumbers

Plastering

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Skip Hire

Physiotherapy

Podiatry

Psychic Readings

Sewing Lessons
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Yoga

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Tiddlers Pre-School and the before and after-school club
Chuckles, both based at Saltford Primary School, have been
praised in an Ofsted report published last week. Effectiveness of
the leadership and management; quality of teaching, learning and
assessment; personal development, behaviour and welfare, and
outcomes for children were all rated as Good.
The inspector said staff provide children with a range of
challenging and interesting activities, and children make good
progress. Staff have high expectations of behaviour and children
behave well. The report also highlighted the effective partnership
working with parents.

Saltford 

Good report from Ofsted

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Venue HireTVs

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Crossword Solution
B D I I U B

B O W O U T C E N T R E
W O E I S A

S L U R M O N O T O N E
E I G E C

A G A I N S T C A C H E
D E S D

E S T E R A C R Y L I C
T A W E N

F U L L M O O N R I T E
D I R E A I

T I N S E L R E V A M P
O T D Y E E

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Sudoku Solutions
3 4 2 9 7 8 1 5 6
5 8 1 6 3 2 4 9 7
9 7 6 5 4 1 2 3 8
8 9 4 1 2 5 7 6 3
6 5 7 4 8 3 9 2 1
1 2 3 7 9 6 5 8 4
7 6 8 2 5 4 3 1 9
2 3 9 8 1 7 6 4 5
4 1 5 3 6 9 8 7 2

8 7 3 1 6 9 2 5 4
4 6 1 3 5 2 9 7 8
5 9 2 7 8 4 6 1 3
7 8 5 2 1 3 4 6 9
3 2 6 4 9 5 7 8 1
1 4 9 6 7 8 3 2 5
2 1 4 5 3 7 8 9 6
6 3 8 9 2 1 5 4 7
9 5 7 8 4 6 1 3 2

2 -Hard1-Easy

Keynsham's start in Western Counties North stretched to
ten consecutive victories after grinding out a 17-9 win over
Avon in the wind, rain and mud of Batheaston.
The conditions were always heavily stacked against entertaining
rugby but as they have demonstrated several times already this
season, Keynsham dug deep and showed remarkable resolve
in the closing stages to ensure they kept hold of their 100%
record.
In a largely uneventful first half, both teams struggled to hang on
to a greasy ball and Keynsham flanker Hayden Johnson's
dismissal to the bin following an off the ball altercation was the
only real talking point.  Both teams traded penalties to go in level
9-9 after 40 minutes.
The visitors came out much the stronger in the second half
however and following a good line break by lock Corey Talbot
and a series of phases in the Avon 22, prop Tim Coghlan
crashed over for the only try of the game. Fly half Joe Davies
failed with the conversion but edged Keynsham further ahead
with a penalty before the home side mounted a final assault in
the closing stages.  Keynsham found themselves down to 13
men for much of this time, losing two more players to the sin-bin.
But they dug in to the final whistle to deny the home side a
losing bonus point and travel home to Keynsham with the
victory.
Captain Jack Weston said: “It was another well fought win and
in difficult conditions. We were forced to make some positional
changes but you need to show strength in depth in this league
and simply get on with it. To have won ten from ten is
outstanding and the buzz around the club is superb at the
moment.”
Reporting by Rob Breckon

Rugby 

10 out of 10 for
Keynsham  Keynsham runner Clare Joliffe returned from Dublin last

month as part of a medal-winning England team in the
British and Irish Cross Country Championships.
As we reported back in the summer, Clare's exploits in
winning silver at the Masters Championships got her
selected for the national over-45s team, one of only four
women in the squad. On a waterlogged course in the Irish
capital and in some atrocious weather she finished in 6th
position, having hunted down 7th and 8th positions in the
closing stages. Her contribution helped the England team
to pick up a bronze medal in the event.
Next year sees Clare move up to the over-50s age group
and she is looking forward to the opportunity of
developing her budding international career.

Clare Joliffe with husband Steve after the race

Cross Country 

International success for
Keynsham runner
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