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A Kingswood man has been ordered to pay almost £2,000 in
connection with a fly-tipping incident in Manor Road,
Mangotsfield.
And in a separate case a Downend man has been ordered by
magistrates to pay a similar amount for dumping waste in a lane
in Bitton. Richard Holly, 33, of Church Road, Kingswood,
appeared before North Avon Magistrates' Court on 13th
November to plead guilty to not having a waste transfer note or a
registered waste carrier licence. He denied an offence of fly-
tipping but was found guilty.
The court heard that a Downend resident had contacted Holly to
remove household waste and take it to the Sort It centre at
Mangotsfield, and he agreed to do it for £40. Holly claimed that he
had transferred the waste to another person and paid him £20 to
take it away, and that it was this other person who had dumped
the waste in Manor Road. Holly was fined £480, with a victim
surcharge of £48 and costs of £1,394. 
In a separate case John Hope Smith, 21, of Oaktree Close,
Downend, was ordered by magistrates to pay £1,812 in fines and
costs after pleading guilty to fly-tipping a wheelie bin, plastics
including industrial cleaning equipment, and other household
waste at Fieldgrove Lane, Bitton.
This week South Gloucestershire Council's Communities
Committee Chair Cllr Heather Goddard said: “These latest
successful prosecutions bring the total number of prosecutions for
fly-tipping and related environmental offences this year up to 13.

This continues our zero tolerance policy regarding fly-tipping and
serves as another reminder that if you are involved in the illegal
dumping of waste in South Gloucestershire, you will be
prosecuted. 
“Residents are advised to only give their rubbish to an
Environment Agency registered waste carrier or they could be
held liable if waste is subsequently fly-tipped.”
You can check whether a waste carrier is registered by calling the
Environment Agency on 08708 506506. Unwanted goods and
household or garden waste can be disposed of at no cost via the
council's Sort IT!* centres but note that the Mangotsfield centre is
closed until 30th November for improvement works.
Residents who see illegal fly tipping are encouraged to report it by
calling 01454 868000, emailing streetcare@southglos.gov.uk or
visiting www.southglos.gov.uk/flytipping
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South Glos

More fly-tippers in court

The fly-tipping in Mangotsfield
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The new leisure centre proposed for Keynsham dominated
the agenda at the town council's meeting last Tuesday.
With only half the Space at Keynsham's new One Stop Shop
available for the meeting, there was very limited seating for
members of the public, some of whom had to stand or sit on the
floor for two hours. 
The town council had invited Martin Veal, Bath & North East
Somerset Council's Cabinet member for community services, to
talk about the new leisure centre which will replace the ageing
one at Riverside.
There has been great concern in Keynsham that based on what
has emerged so far about the new leisure centre, there will be no
sports hall, badminton or squash courts nor spectator seating for
the pool. B&NES is expected to name its preferred choice of
location for the new leisure centre - Ashton Way, Temple Street or
a site near the bypass - by the end of this month, and Cllr Veal
stressed that once that decision had been taken, there would be
a consultation about what facilities would be included.
He also said that while the council's previous Lib Dem
administration had been clear there would be no sports hall, the
Conservatives had reviewed that and it is “no longer the case”.
Town council chair Lisa O'Brien said a leisure centre that was big
enough to satisfy the needs of a growing population was required.
She said a sports hall was “not a maybe but a must-have as far
as councillors and the general public are concerned” and that if

there was no viewing gallery for the pool, it would not attract
swimming galas as the current one does.
During the meeting Dave Biddleston asked Lisa O'Brien, who also
represents Keynsham on B&NES, to clarify comments she had
made at an earlier meeting about the contract for the new leisure
centre being signed and agreed by the previous Lib Dem
administration. 
She apologised to the council said she and Charles Gerrish had
been “rather misled in semantics”. She explained that the contract
had been drawn up nine months before the Conservatives won
control of B&NES at May's local elections and that the approval of
the finance had been “a matter of course”.
Cllr Veal said he would come back to talk to the council in
February or March with a representative of GLL to discuss
facilities at the new leisure centre.

Keynsham

Sports hall now under review

        



Free family history courses will be on offer to local residents
from next month.
The Bath Record Office is able to offer the new courses,
thanks to a grant from the Heritage Lottery Fund.
Keynsham will host two separate events aimed at people
who are just beginning their family history, or have made a
start, perhaps using family history websites, but have not got
very far. 
The courses will include the chance for one-to-one help with
your own family tree, as well as more formal sessions.
The dates are Friday 4th December and Saturday 5th March
at the Community Space at the Civic Centre.
Both events run from 10.30am to 3.30pm. They are free and
include lunch and refreshments.  To book call 01225 477421
or email archives@bathnes.gov.uk

Concerns have been raised that new speed tables installed
in Kingswood High Street and Alma Road won't make any
difference as they aren't high enough.
Speed tables have just been installed at the High Street junction
with Alma Road and near the Sainsbury's Local and the library. 
But the height is so minimal that there have been complaints
that drivers can virtually ignore them - and that the work has
been a waste of money.
A 20mph speed limit in the vicinity of the A420/Alma Road and
the Park School has also been imposed as part of the road
safety works. 
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Fears that drivers will ignore too-low speed tables
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One resident, Roger Sutcliffe, told The Week In: “After weeks of
work a speed table was installed in the High Street and Alma
Road. This involved raising all the pavements by only a couple
of inches and although it's early days, the height of the table is
so minimal that I can see no trouble in drivers virtually ignoring
it. 
“Heaven knows what it's cost and ultimately to what end.
Despite this 'improvement', I can't see much chance of any
drivers sticking to the new 20-mile limit.”

Kings Chase councillors have also raised concerns with South
Gloucestershire's highways officers.
Kim Scudamore, speaking on behalf of his colleagues Martin
Farmer and April Begley, said the officers would be examining
the new speed tables to check that they had been constructed
in line with the specification.
He said: “We understand that the height of the tables is limited
by legislation, and tables, rather than speed humps, are used
where they are used on busy bus routes.  
“The major safety improvement comes from the 20mph zone
and the majority of sensible drivers that will stick to that limit.
“We will be monitoring the situation to make sure that the
agreed works have been correctly installed and are effective.”
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s will ignore too-low speed tables

As our photos show, the rise is minimal
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Council acts to secure
access to Duke of
Edinburgh Award
Following a report in The Week In, Bath and North East
Somerset Council has put measures in place to secure
funding for the Duke of Edinburgh Open Award Scheme
in Keynsham, honouring the pledge made by Michael
Evans, Cabinet member for children's services earlier
this month.
In our 12th November issue we highlighted the council's
proposal to transfer delivery of the Duke of Edinburgh Award
Scheme through local secondary schools which was putting
the future of the Open Award centre run at Somerdale
Pavilion in doubt. While the centre, which is open to
youngsters from all walks of life, is self-funding, until now it
has received funding from B&NES to pay for its legal
obligations, such as the licence and training for volunteers.
However, at last week's meeting of the Children & Young
People Scrutiny Panel, Cllr Evans announced the council
will be earmarking funding in its forthcoming budget to
enable the continuation of the existing Award Open Access
centres in Bath and Keynsham. 
He said: “The Duke of Edinburgh Award is highly valued by
young people throughout our area, and is something I have
personally supported for many years.  
“The steps we are now taking will mean that the volunteer-
supported Open Centres, which would have been left to
fend for themselves under the previous plans, will now be
supported by the council as before. The council will obtain
the licence, support volunteers with training and advice, and
assist with the necessary legal procedures required by the
Government.
“Funding to enable this is to be included in the budget plan
for the 2016-17 financial year and we will monitor the
success of this approach over that period.
“In addition, we will continue to work with local schools and
other youth service providers to give advice and guidance to
those who wish to be accredited to offer the Duke of
Edinburgh Award Scheme themselves using the devolved
budgets schools now have or funding through the Pupil
Premium.”
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Kingswood Heritage Museum Trust is celebrating after
securing a 21-year lease on the historic building.
The museum is housed in William Champion's 18th Century
brass works at Warmley where he developed the first
commercial production of zinc in Europe.
Up to now the trust has had to renew its licence annually with
the building's owner, South Gloucestershire Council. But now it
is a taking over the building on a 21-year lease at a peppercorn
rent.
Chair of South Gloucestershire Council Cllr Erica Williams
performed the ceremonial handover of the new lease last
Tuesday before enjoying a tour of the museum which houses a
variety of displays of local industries and social history of the
Kingswood area.
Mike Camm, chairman of the trust, said: “Now we can look
forward to a more settled future as the result of a new deal with
the council.
“It gives us the security of tenure that means that we can move
into the big league of independent museums. We can seek that
holy grail of all museums like us - accreditation. And as a result
we become eligible for many grants, like those available from
the landfill tax schemes. 
“So it's onward and upward from here - and just a word of thanks
to all those who've been working so hard to get us where we are
- and to remind them that the work is only just starting.”
The museum is managed and run solely by volunteers and in
2013 was awarded The Queen's Award for Voluntary Service.

Lease deal boost for
Kingswood Heritage
Museum

Cllr Erica Williams performed the ceremonial handover
of the lease to Mike Camm
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BLACK FRIDAY
@ NEWSPACKET

Friday 27th November 2015

Watsons Road, Longwell Green, Bristol BS30 9DW Tel: 01179 322 232
Prices for Friday 27th November 2015 only whilst stocks last
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PRICE 

£8
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

2 9 8 4 7
6 9 8 1

4 6 2
4 6 2 9

7 6 3
5 1

5 1 9 7
9 3 2 7 1

9 8 5

6 1 3
9 6 1 5

7
3 2

1 9
5 9 8

7 4 9 2
2 5 8 3

4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 29th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Continued anger over
leisure centre proposals
Dear Sir,
I was in attendance at the 17th November
Keynsham Town Council meeting.
It must have been assumed that the anger
concerning the removal of leisure centre
facilities from Keynsham would reduce
with the passing of time (the last town
council meeting was unusually well
attended) as a smaller area was made
available for this meeting.
Anyone who expected the leisure centre
issue to go away quietly will have been
surprised as the room was packed to such
an extent that many could not be seated.
I witnessed several people turn away
when it became apparent that they would
not be able to get a seat.
I would like to thank the minority of
councillors who spoke so eloquently in
support of the continuance of all sports
centre facilities within Keynsham. I have
no wish to antagonise those that
represent us on our town council but have
to admit that I found it extremely
disappointing that others were less vocal
in their support and would respectfully
request that more take an active interest
in a matter that to quote one councillor
“has generated more anger in Keynsham
that anything I have known in years”.
It is obvious to me that B&NES have
seriously misjudged the continued

strength of feeling concerning the removal
of sports facilities within Keynsham. We
are now told that they are to reconsider
their plans, let us hope that they
undertake the re-evaluation without the
hidden agenda that a sports hall is not
required as in my opinion, this is what they
have attempted to do to date.
B&NES would do well to remember that
the new houses and residents of
Keynsham will generate a massive
amount of extra income. We should not
allow B&NES to take this money and use
it for their own purposes, such as funding
for the City of Bath, whilst allowing the
facilities in Keynsham to deteriorate to
such an extent that it becomes simply a
commuter base for surrounding cities.
N Norris

Money is the driving factor
Dear Editor,
Unfortunately it seems we are yet again in
a position where the council's need to
raise money outweighs the wishes of
many its stakeholders. I refer, of course,
to the proposed removal of Keynsham
Leisure Centre to an, as yet undisclosed,
location where its services and facilities
will be severely reduced.
The argument that alternative sports hall
facilities are available at local secondary
schools does not stand up to scrutiny.
Firstly, these cannot cater for people who
prefer to play sport during the day;
secondly our local population is set to rise
by several thousand over the next few
years, whilst Keynsham amenities are

already attracting many visitors from the
surrounding areas. 
The council, along with the offshore
companies they are dealing with, argue
that high density activities, such as
exercising in a gym, are more profitable
than squash,  badminton, volleyball ,
basketball, five a side football,
trampolining, etc. This is why they have
no interest in including a sports hall in the
new proposals. However, B&NES
professes itself to be a champion of the
'Fit For Life' campaign, and as such
should be considering the welfare of all its
residents. 
I do hope, therefore, that when the final
decision is made, we shall not see 'Better'
become 'Worse'.  
A Keynsham resident
(Name and address supplied)

An accident waiting to
happen?
Dear Stephen,
How long will it be before someone is
knocked over on Bath Hill in Keynsham? 
Is it just me being confused by the brown
tile road markings that give the impression
that they are crossings? The pimple slabs
on the pavement are to help the partially
sighted.
Crossings are usually marked by black
and white strips or traffic lights. Could
anyone tell me what they are? And who
gets preference?
G Mills
Keynsham

Letters
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Letters
More bus anger
Dear Sir,
Perhaps First Bus managing director Mr
Freeman would like to wait until next spring
to get a problem with his own transport
fixed?
We have a number 17a bus that doesn't
always turn up and just one hourly when it
does, to take the place of the 42 which was
every 20 minutes. Not even fair, is it? Plus
there was the 533 Wessex bus and once
that was gone, there was no competition.
I went to the Gallagher Retail Park in
Longwell Green (Currys, M&S, Asda) but it
was a challenge I rose to - it took six buses
there and back!
Sheila Cox, Oldland Common

Thanks for helping us raise
£5,200
Dear Sir,
The 1st Keynsham Scout Group Annual
Auction and Book Sale held on Saturday
14th of November at our HQ in the heart of
Keynsham was packed to capacity and we
raised the magnificent sum of £5,200. 
We would like to thank all who made
donations, the buyers, local businesses, all
of our friends, all in Scouting and our
dedicated and hardworking team of
volunteers. All involved in Scouting in
Keynsham are unpaid volunteers and all
funds raised go directly to support activities
and events for the young people.
Thank you on behalf of the trustees.
Terry Dove
Chairman, 1st Keynsham Scout Group

Please support Butterflies-
Haven
Dear Stephen,
Recently I was able to help sponsor a night
of ten-pin bowling for Butterflies-Haven, a
charity based in Keynsham that is run for

autistic children. It was a privilege to watch
almost 20 11- to 16-year-olds have the time
of their life at Aspects Leisure Centre but
sadly, due to a lack of funds, this time out for
these children is only available on an
occasional basis. Butterflies-Haven is an
underfunded, understated organisation that
is proving to be a lifeline to autistic children
and takes clients from all of the local council
areas.  Its staff are dedicated, caring and
enthusiastic, being loved by all the children.
Its founder, Trish Williams, is fantastic with
the kids but is having to manage the charity
with very limited resources.
So I would urge people in our area to
consider helping this very worthwhile charity
with their time or money.  It will prove to be
a very worthwhile decision.
Bob Danaher, Oldland Common

Remembrance Day thanks
Dear Sir,
The ladies of the Keynsham Branch of the
Royal British Legion Women's Section,
would like to thank the people of Keynsham
and beyond, who despite the inclement
weather, turned out in force at the
Remembrance Day parade and service on
Sunday 8th November.
We would also like to thank Tesco in
Keynsham for their donation towards the
food supplied by the Women's Section at
the reception held after the march. This was
attended by well over 200 people who had
taken part in the parade. Thank you all once
again. The support of everyone involved
made it truly a day to 'Remember'.
Betty Dixon,
Secretary, RBLWS Keynsham Branch

Waste consultation is a
waste of time
Dear Sir,
I have recently responded to the
consultation from South Gloucestershire on
its proposed strategy for dealing with
household waste for the next five years. It
mainly deals with proposals to encourage
householders to reduce the amount of
waste they produce and to changes in the

waste collections services provided by the
council to enable a higher proportion of
waste to be recycled.
Although green waste is a significant part of
all waste, and it can be recycled, the
consultation excludes any consideration of
changes to green waste collection.
According to my local Conservative
councillor, this is because “procedurally this
has to be dealt with during the budget
setting process” and according to Heather
Goddard, Chair of the Communities
Committee, it is because “it was considered
for savings last time around it is not
necessary to consider saving contributions
from green waste now”.
In the previous consultation, a charge for
green waste collection was considered,
even though it would have to be approved
during budget setting. Therefore there is a
precedent for considering changes by
consultation which have fiscal implications.
In the present consultation, there is no
mention of whether any of the changes will
cost more or less than at present. Even
without considering whether the green bin
tax will be removed, such things as
frequency of green waste collection, bin size
and continuation of use of bags for
occasional use could have been
considered, as similar items have been for
other parts of the service.
The consultation provided the ideal
opportunity to examine the impact of the
introduction of the green bin tax on the
amount of green waste recycled versus the
cost of introducing and running it and the
income raised. I am sure the public would
like to know whether it was cost effective.
How can we have a consultation for a
strategy on waste which ignores green
waste? If our councillors want their electors
to take these consultations seriously they
should ensure they cover all aspects of the
subject and provide us with cost
implications for alternative proposals. I
believe the current consultation should be
scrapped and recycled as it is not fit for
purpose.
K Kemp, Longwell Green
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Staff and volunteers at the Mind charity shop on Temple
Street had something to smile about for a change when the
chief executive of St Monica Trust dropped in to give them
a cheque for £250 last week.
David Williams read our article in Issue 397 (12th November)
about the spate of arson attacks on the premises and with the
trust in the process of creating a new retirement community at
Somerdale, decided to help out one of his new neighbours.
He said: “Looking out for each other is what good neighbours
do and we're delighted to be able to support Mind in this way.
“They are providing a vital service in the local community and
are also an organisation which is very close to my heart, having
previously been one of the charity's regional directors.”
As we reported earlier in the month, the shop has suffered five
separate incidents since the summer and the last of these
caused extensive damage to the rear door.
Assistant manager Sandra Parker said: “The fire caused
several thousand pounds worth of damage. St Monica Trust's
kind donation will pay for the insurance excess and help us to
replace fire doors, carpets, heaters and pay for waste removal.”
As we went to press, we learnt of another member of the public
who was similar touched by the story to make a donation to the

charity.  It was a timely intervention as the shop was yet again
targeted during the night of Sunday 15th/Monday 16th
November. 
Minor damage was caused to the rear gate as well as at that of
neighbouring shop Blades.

Keynsham

St Monica helps out after
attacks on charity shop

David Williams (2nd from left) with Janet Loud (Mind regional
manager), Sandra Parker and volunteer Linden
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Upper passages of the respiratory system (6)
8 Closed container in which water is heated (6)
9 Nervous (4)
10 Flexible (8)
11 Mediterranean herb (7)
13 Eighth letter of the Greek alphabet (5)
15 Down and out (5)
17 Musical instrument (7)
20 On its own (8)
21 Grass surface (4)
22 On the edge (6)
23 Ability (6)

DOWN
1 Protector or guardian (6)
2 At a distance (4)
3 Oppresive use of power (7)
4 A steel girder (1-4)
5 Place selling presents or souvenirs (4,4)
6 Soft fabric (6)
12 An addictive habit (8)
14 An authority to act (7)
16 Used in Catholic prayer (6)
18 Removing or shaving fragments (6)
19 Space beyond the earth's atmosphere (5)
21 A thin slab of hard material (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Upper passages of the respiratory system 
(6)

7

Closed container in which water is heated 
(6)

8

Nervous (4)9
Flexible (8)10
Mediterranean herb (7)11
Eighth letter of the Greek alphabet (5)13
Down and out (5)15
Musical instrument (7)17
On its own (8)20
Grass surface (4)21
On the edge (6)22
Ability (6)23

Down

Protector or guardian (6)1
At a distance (4)2
Oppresive use of power (7)3
A steel girder (1-4)4
Place selling presents or souvenirs (4,4)5
Soft fabric (6)6
An addictive habit (8)12
An authority to act (7)14
Used in Catholic prayer (6)16
Removing or shaving fragments (6)18
Space beyond the earth's atmosphere (5)19
A thin slab of hard material (4)21

The Save Frenchay Community Hospital Group says it is
”wary” of new plans for NHS and social care facilities at
Frenchay and Thornbury hospital sites as there are too few
details of services or staffing levels.
The group's spokeswoman Barbara Harris said it was clear that
the plans “fall far short of the twice formally approved
community hospital”.
At South Gloucestershire Council's Health Scrutiny Committee
meeting last Wednesday, the South West Commissioning
Support Unit, together with Sirona Healthcare, spoke about
their joint plans for the two units at Frenchay and Thornbury. 
These will each have 44 rehabilitation beds with 30 mixed use
beds offering reablement and nursing care for frail, elderly
patients including dementia patients. Frenchay will also have
an Extra Care Housing facility nearby offering care to dementia
patients.
Mrs Harris said: “The Save Frenchay Community Hospital
Group welcomes the announcement, after a five-year wait, of
commissioning intentions for the Frenchay and Thornbury
hospital sites. In 2005 and again in 2010, the intention was to
commission a community hospital of 68 intermediate care beds
at Frenchay, together with outpatients and diagnostic facilities.  
“These plans were twice formally approved. The local NHS then
abandoned that plan without explanation and announced a

rethink, concentrating on rehabilitation services.
“The group is reserving judgment on these proposals as there
are no details of the levels of service provision for these units,
nor of staffing levels. It is not clear which body, North Bristol
NHS Trust or Sirona Healthcare, will be responsible for each of
the two levels of nursing care. 
“Will this be a community hospital or will it be the 'nursing home
beds' which the South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
had threatened? What diagnostic tests, X-rays etc, will be
available for patients and will a geriatrician be in attendance?
“Without more details on how the proposed care will be
delivered, we are wary. 
“We fear these units will lack the capacity that will be required
in future, especially as we can expect a 27% rise in the elderly
in the county by 2018.  The elderly currently take up 65% of
acute hospital beds. There is to be an increase in house-
building which will be much greater than forecast.
“Frenchay Community Hospital was intended to provide step-up
and step-down beds into and out of Southmead Hospital. We
were told it was essential to the performance of that hospital,
which currently has 90 bedblockers.
The community hospital at Frenchay was to provide
intermediate community care beds for those patients, not
nursing home beds. 

Hospital proposals 'fall short of demand' says campaigner
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d' says campaigner
“What is clear is these
proposals fall far short of
the twice formally
approved community
hospital, with outpatients
and diagnostic clinics,
which would have saved
residents from having to
access Southmead
Hospital.”
She said that under the
Health & Social Care Act
2012, all reconfigurations
of services must improve
on services currently
provided: “We have made
this point to councillors and
promised that we will be
watching what follows like
hawks to ensure that these proposals deliver that commitment.”
Ben Bennett, programme director for strategy and development
at the South West Commissioning Support Unit, told the Health
Scrutiny Committee meeting that they were still working out the
details but assured councillors and the public that there would
be a “live feed” of information.

Barbara Harris

Keynsham 

Christmas Tree Festival
Around 60 trees, decorated by local community groups, will
make up the St John's Christmas Tree festival next week.
This has now become a regular feature of the build up to
Christmas and the church will be open to view the trees on
Friday 4th December from 6pm to 9pm.  On Saturday
opening times are 10am to 6pm and then 12 noon to 5pm
on Sunday.
Refreshments are available and this year there will also be
live music at various times throughout the weekend.
Entrance is free.
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Network Rail has released more details about engineering
work which will take place next year between Bristol and
Bath as part of the electrification of the main line to
London.
At a public meeting in Keynsham last week, residents were told
that preparatory work at Keynsham Station on the platform
gauges and repositioning of the canopies will begin in January.
Then, the station and the line between Bristol and Bath will be
closed from 2nd-11th April during which time the track bed and
platforms will be lowered and foundations laid for the overhead
electric pylons. 

Replacement buses will operate throughout this period with one
service operating between Bristol Temple Meads, Keynsham,
Oldfield Park and Bath and another direct service from
Keynsham into Bristol. Buses will also operate an express
service between Bristol and Bath as well as a direct service from
Bristol to Castle Cary. Bath Spa Station will remain open during
this time.
All deliveries for the engineering work as well as staff parking
will be at Network Rail's depot off Pixash Lane so as to minimise
disruption in Keynsham town centre. 
The next planned phase of work after that is in April 2017 when
Bath Spa Station will close for up to 17 days for work which will
include lengthening of the platforms.

Keynsham town councillors have unanimously agreed to
work towards producing a Neighbourhood Plan.
The council turned down the option three years ago but has
now decided to embrace the idea. The legislation set out in
the Localism Act can give local communities greater control
over development in their area.  
Cllr Clive Fricker said that the council had originally been
informed that three ballots would be necessary to develop a
Neighbourhood Plan but that has “since been corrected for
us”. He said they would be able to come up with a holistic
plan would help harness the potential of Keynsham and
galvanise the town as it goes through significant
development.
And Cllr Brian Simmons said: “We have enough experts in
the town to make this the best Plan in the whole of England.”
The cost of developing a Neighbourhood Plan is likely to be
in the region of £20,000- £30,000 but the council could
recoup that from a flow of income through the CIL
(Community Infrastructure Levy) which allows local planning
authorities to raise funds from developers undertaking new
building projects in their area.

Keynsham 

More plans
announced for rail
electrification work

Keynsham 

Neighbourhood
Plan for town
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline
for Situations Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the

FRIDAY preceding publication.

A community lantern parade is taking place in Redfield
on Friday 4th December.
Children from local schools, carrying lanterns they have
made themselves, will set off from Redfield Educate
Together in Avonvale Road at 5pm, going down Victoria
Avenue and up Church Road before returning to the
school at around 5.30pm in time for opening of the
Winter Fair where there will be hot and cold snacks,
games and stalls.
Anyone wanting to take part in the parade can also
attend a lantern making workshop this Saturday (28th
November). It is being run by the Project 52 community
arts project at Bethesda Methodist Church, Church
Road, from 2pm to 5pm. There is a minimum donation
request of £3 for each lantern. Everyone is welcome.
You can also buy lantern kits for £6 which contains
instructions, willow, tissue and tape to make two willow
lanterns. Email info@thelamplighters.org.uk for details

Redfield 

Community
lantern parade

Situations Vacant
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2016 will mark the 30th anniversary of the Chernobyl nuclear
disaster, an event that the population of Belarus can never
forget. 
The people are forever affected by the legacy of the world's
worst nuclear disaster - the radioactive fallout was nearly 400
times greater than the bombs dropped in 1945 on Hiroshima
and Nagasaki combined. The World Health Organisation has
classified 500,000 of the children in Belarus as being 'at risk' -
or to put it another way - only 6% of the children are healthy.
The Chernobyl Children's Life Line charity was founded by
Victor Mizzi MBE in 1991. Building on his example, the Bristol
branch brings a group of 16 children from Belarus each summer
for a respite holiday, giving their immune systems a chance to
recuperate.
It is estimated that a month staying with a family here, eating
uncontaminated, nourishing food, resting from the relentless
radiation and breathing clean air can add up to two years to
their life expectancy.
The Bristol branch is now looking for host families next summer
who could share their home with two 11-year-old children for a
fortnight. There is a network of support for host families and the
children will take part in lots of organised activities, ranging from

sports to the arts and coach trips to the sea or countryside. 
There will be two Belarusian teachers (who act as interpreters)
with the group who are on hand around the clock.
If you think that you can help call Andy March on 07812
159942, email bristol@ccll.org.uk or visit www.ccll.org.uk/bristol
to find out more, and visit the gallery to see all the fun and
activities from previous summers.

Could you make a difference to
the life of a Chernobyl child? 
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Police are reminding people to be on their guard after a 94-
year-old woman allowed two men posing as water company
workers into her Longwell Green home.
When she became suspicious and asked for identification, they
made their excuses and left. She later discovered that £40 cash
was missing from a bag in her bedroom.
The incident happened on Wednesday 18th November and
police say the previous day there was a similar incident in
Bishopsworth where a disabled woman in her 90s let two men
in who said they wanted to check her water supply. Police have
been trying to establish whether anything was stolen.
A spokesman for Avon & Somerset police said: “We are
investigating both cases and have carried out house-to-house
enquiries. 
“Our advice is to be on your guard if you have an unexpected
caller. Use your door chain. Genuine council or utility staff will
offer identification and will be happy for you to check it before
you let them in. 
“If you're in any doubt about a visitor, ring us straight away on
101. If you feel threatened, call 999. If you're not sure, don't
open the door.”

Longwell Green 

Conmen steal £40
from 94-year-old
woman Christmas lights will be switched on along the retail mile in

Fishponds this Saturday (28th November) in the first
organised display since 2003.

Meanwhile on Tuesday 1st December Lodore Road in
Fishponds will be having its traditional Christmas lights switch-
on to raise funds for the children's cancer charity CLIC Sargent.
Every year the small local community and 'Mr Christmas' hold
the ceremony with a raffle, mulled wine and mince pies to raise
funds for the charity. 
The organisers invite as many people as possible to come along
for the 7pm switch-on.

Fishponds 

Lighting up
for Christmas
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The threat of a funding cut to the busiest youth club in the
West of England would have a “huge impact” on the 500
young people who use it every week.
That is the warning from Kingswood-based charity Creative
Youth Network which has run Hanham Youth Club since 2013
with support from South Gloucestershire Council. The subsidy
it gets - some £40,000 a year - could disappear as the cash-
strapped council now looks at ways to make more savings.
Following a major review of council youth services in 2012 three
key changes were made. Responsibility for youth centre
buildings was transferred to other organisations where possible
and funding continued for some youth centre based activity in

each of the council's six priority neighbourhoods, with additional
sessions for young people with learning difficulties and/or
disabilities.
The council also set up a grant to support community-based
organisations provide a wide range of activities for young
people. Called the Positive Activities Subsidy, it was approved
for three years and set at £437,000 a year. Community
organisations have accessed the funds by making bids to the
Local Area Forum that covers the area they work in.
The Conservative-led council is now considering not renewing
the Positive Activities Subsidy funding after March 2016 but to
continue its funding for the centre-based youth activities in each
of the six priority neighbourhoods - Staple Hill, Kingswood,
Cadbury Heath, Patchway, Filton and Yate & Dodington - and
for young people with learning difficulties or disabilities.
Creative Youth Network's chief executive Sandy Hore-Ruthven
told The Week In that without the subsidy from the council the
charity wouldn't be able to operate anywhere near the level of
service and support at Hanham that it currently does. As a
result there would be a “huge impact” on the young people who
use the club.
Hanham Youth Club draws young people from a wide area,
including from the priority neighbourhoods of Staple Hill and
Kingswood. Its share of the Positive Activities Subsidy pays for 

Hanham

Budget cut concern for 500 youth club users
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the running of the club, with heating and lighting of the building
funded from other sources.
Mr Hore-Ruthven said that cuts had been imposed on all local
authorities and there was a danger that services the council was
not obliged by law to provide - such as youth services - were
easy ones to cut.
Urging people to make their views known to the council, he said
he believed the consultation was genuine and it was not yet a
“done deal”.
You can find out more and have your say by looking under
'Consultations' on the council's website. The deadline is 11th
January.

h club users
Oldland Common 

Crocheted poppies raise
money for the Legion
Carol Kidd, a member of Oldland Village Club, decided to do
something different to raise money for Remembrance Day
earlier this month.
She crocheted poppies and sold them to club members and
Oldland residents, raising an incredible £856 as a result.
Our picture shows Carol (second left) with club committee
member Sandra Lewis (left) and chairman Rex Britton
presenting the money to Pearl Shaw, from the Royal British
Legion in Keynsham.

Pic: Rob Groves

Sandy Hore-Ruthven 
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South Gloucestershire councillors were today (Thursday)
due to discuss the controversial application to deregister
Lyde Green Common.
Julian Darling, of Devon-based company Norft, claimed
ownership of the Common some years ago after buying the
lordship of the manor of Westerleigh. 
His company has applied to the Planning Inspectorate to
deregister the Common for “health and safety” reasons and in
exchange proposes to provide an alternative site off Coxgrove
Hill. 
The Common is divided by Henfield Road and runs south
eastwards either side of that road to the junction of Henfield
Road and the Dramway footpath. To the north it is bounded by
White Cat Stables and to the west by Whitehouse Farm, north
of both of which is the M4. The Common westwards is divided
in part by Howsmoor Lane which is a cul-de-sac.
A new community is springing up near the Common with
approximately 2,500 homes being built over the next 10 years.
There is concern locally that deregistration would lead to an
application to build on the Common itself and MPs Chris
Skidmore and Luke Hall, Emersons Green Town Council and
the Open Spaces Society are among those who have lodged
objections with the Planning Inspectorate.
The decision on whether to allow deregistration rests with the
Secretary of State for Environment, Food and Rural Affairs

(DEFRA) acting through the Planning Inspectorate.
Norft wants South Gloucestershire Council to consider
becoming a joint applicant in the deregistration application and
the matter was today being considered by the Public Rights of
Way & Commons Registration Sub-Committee. 
The council acts as commons registration authority, planning
authority, highway authority and also has a responsibility for the
Common under a scheme of management. The fact that the
release land is crossed by a number of public footpaths also
raises an ownership issue.
A report to the sub-committee from the council's legal team
recommends that the authority does not sign up with Norft.

Spotlight on Lyde Green Common 
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Carpentry

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

Caravans

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Aerials

        



Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes
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Car Repairs

Computers / IT

Digger Hitre

Electrical

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Chimney Sweep

Compost Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy

Garden Services

Guttering Services Garden Services

Joinery

Hair & Beauty

Home Help

Furniture Makers

Events
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Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering

Painting
& Decorating Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Locksmiths

Logs

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Musical Tuition

Kitchens
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Waste Disposal Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

TVs

TVs

Skip Hire

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Security
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Crossword Solution
M A T I G V

A I R W A Y B O I L E R
N A R E F L

E D G Y A D A P T I V E
E N M S E

O R E G A N O T H E T A
A Y M O

T R A M P B A G P I P E
O B E N A

I S O L A T E D T U R F
A I H A I I

F R I N G E T A L E N T
Y G R E E G

Sudoku Solutions
3 2 9 8 6 1 4 7 5
7 6 4 9 2 5 3 8 1
1 5 8 3 7 4 9 6 2
4 8 3 7 5 6 1 2 9
2 1 7 4 8 9 6 5 3
5 9 6 1 3 2 7 4 8
8 4 5 6 1 3 2 9 7
9 3 2 5 4 7 8 1 6
6 7 1 2 9 8 5 3 4

4 2 8 9 6 7 5 1 3
9 7 6 3 1 5 2 4 8
1 3 5 8 2 4 6 7 9
5 9 3 1 8 6 7 2 4
8 1 7 4 3 2 9 6 5
6 4 2 5 7 9 3 8 1
7 8 1 6 5 3 4 9 2
2 5 4 7 9 8 1 3 6
3 6 9 2 4 1 8 5 7

2 -Hard1-Easy

Blackhorse Primary School is cracking down on bad parking by
parents.
The school has received a number of complaints about parents
parking across pavements, on verges and even on residents'
private drives around the school. 
In a recent newsletter parents were warned that local residents
have been asked to photograph cars parked illegally or
inconsiderately and the school will be printing photos of these in
future newsletters.
Meanwhile at Longwell Green Primary School, there have been
ongoing problems with pavement parking during drop-off and pick-
up times and parents have been told that the local PCSO could
take action against vehicles causing an obstruction.

If you are heading for the Winter Festival in Keynsham town centre
tomorrow (Friday 27th November) then don't forget that Keynsham
& District Dial-a-Ride are providing a free bus shuttle service. 
Buses will operate between Waitrose on Broadmead and Ashton
Way from 6.30pm to 9pm. Parking at Waitrose is free for the
duration and the shuttle vehicles are also wheelchair accessible.

Volunteers from the Quran Academy in Fishponds will be among
those taking winter aid over to refugees in Calais this weekend.
Vans are being loaded tomorrow (Friday) and anyone who can
donate goods to help keep refugees warm this winter is invited to
drop items off today at the academy in Abingdon Road.
There is also a pick-up service. Call 07852 238463. 
Items being collected are sleeping bags, blankets,  jackets,
trousers, shoes, warm hats, gloves and socks, plus canned food
and snacks.

Emersons Green 

School-run parking
culprits face photo shame

Fishponds 

Winter aid convoy

Keynsham 

Winter Festival
free shuttle bus

Final preparations are being made for the 2015 Saltford Santa
Dash which takes place on Sunday 6th December, but there is
still time to register.
There are two events depending on age - a Mini Santa run, for
runners aged five to 12 within the sports ground of Saltford
Sports & Social Club and the adult five-mile fun run for any
novice, proficient runner or jogger over the age of 12.  
The course starts on the sports ground and winds around the
back roads of Saltford and Keynsham. There is also a warm-up
event for the runners, entertainment and stalls selling festive
goodies, refreshments and gifts.
Roger Spooner, who heads the organising team, said: "The
Santa Dash has proved to be a wonderful community fun run
event raising money for local charities. Runners aged from five
to 85 years and over have enjoyed participating in the day's
events, whilst local residents have lined the streets to cheer on
this Santa spectacular. Some 700 Santas running en masse is
quite some sight to behold.
“Once again, this year, we are grateful for our sponsors who
have been incredibly supportive and we have lined up an array
of entertainment to boost the festive atmosphere on the day."   
Money raised will be donated to two local charities - Time2Share
and the Carers' Centre (Bath & NE Somerset). To sign up visit
www.saltfordsantadash.webs.com

Saltford 

All set for the Santa Dash
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