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Schools across the area observed Armistice Day last week.
Among them were senior pupils from The Meadows Primary
School in Bitton who walked to the war memorial in St Mary's
Churchyard for an Act of Remembrance.
The youngsters, pictured right, laid little wooden crosses that
they had decorated, each inscribed with one of the names on
the memorial - 32 from World War One and 16 from World War
Two. 
The short service, which was also attended by villagers, was
led by the Rev Richard Humphrey. The Last Post and Reveille
were sounded by Leon Found.
At Hanham Woods Academy all students observed a two-
minute silence at 11am to remember those who fought and died

during conflicts around the world. Members of the student
leadership team, pictured left, listened to The Last Post played
by Year 11 student Jack Lander, left, and Harley Perrett, right,
from Year 8, before the silence.
In Holy Trinity Churchyard in Kingswood, pupils from the nearby
Park School placed crosses in the memorial garden. They were
joined by members of the Royal British Legion and the public.
In Keynsham all 1,350 students at Wellsway School came
together to observe the two-minute silence. 
And youngsters from Fishponds Church of England Academy
attended the Remembrance service in Fishponds Park and laid
a wreath at the war memorial.
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Young pay tribute to the fallen
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Health campaigners have this week welcomed the news that
significant new NHS and social care facilities - providing up
to 148 beds in total - are planned for the Frenchay and
Thornbury hospital sites.
The announcement comes in a report drawn up by a partnership
of the GP-led South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group, South Gloucestershire Council, North Bristol NHS Trust
and Sirona Care and Health.
The report envisage around 44 NHS rehabilitation beds and 30
mixed use care beds provided on each of the existing Frenchay
and Thornbury sites funded in partnership between the NHS and
council. They would be a significant improvement on the bed
numbers previously talked about. In 2011, only six to eight NHS
rehabilitation beds were being proposed for Thornbury and up to
68 on the Frenchay site were outlined in 2010. Extra care housing
is also being investigated to complement these new local health
facilities on both sites.  Frenchay Hospital closed last year when
the new £430m superhospital at Southmead opened. Barbara
Harris, from the Save Frenchay Community Hospital Group, has
been critical of the delayed opening of the long-awaited
community hospital which has led to bed blocking at Southmead
as there has been no suitable community provision.
She said:  “One of the issues is that we need to know exactly what

services are provided to patients in those beds.  We need more
details and explanations.
“But at least they are getting down to numbers after five long
years.  This provision at Frenchay should have been opened in
2014.”
The update on the new facilities was due to be presented to
Wednesday's meeting of South Gloucestershire Council's Health
Scrutiny Committee. Toby Savage, who chairs the committee,
said: “These new emerging proposals around future bed numbers
and new facilities on the Frenchay and Thornbury Hospital sites
are hugely encouraging because they represent an enormous
improvement over previous proposals.” Local MPs Chris
Skidmore (Kingswood) and Jack Lopresti (Filton & Bradley Stoke)
also welcomed the news of progress on the plans for a community
hospital at Frenchay following their ongoing campaign to secure
better local health provision in the area. 

Frenchay

Campaigners welcome community
hospital progress

        



Children's author Emma Carroll brought her enchanting 'Magic
and Snow' tour to South Gloucestershire libraries this month. 
She visited Yate Library and then went on to Emersons Green
Library where she spoke to Year 4 and 5 pupils from Blackhorse
Primary School. 

Blackhorse is participating in South Gloucestershire's
Time4Reading School Awards which aim to encourage
enjoyment of reading across school communities. 
Emma Carroll is the author of Frost Hollow Hall, The Girl Who
Walked on Air and In Darkling Wood, and is currently touring
libraries across the country to coincide with the publication of
her latest book, Snow Sister, an atmospheric wintery tale with a
hint of magic. 
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Progress on the IKB Studio School was celebrated with a
'topping out' ceremony last Tuesday. 
The name chosen for the new school being built on part of the
Wellsway campus honours the engineer Isambard Kingdom
Brunel who built the Great Western Railway and who lived in
nearby Saltford for a time.
The school opened in September in temporary accommodation
on the Wellsway site and the new £3.4m building is due to open
its doors next September. 
It will provide state-of-the-art specialist facilities with a focus on
science, technology engineering and maths subjects. It will
accommodate 300 students over two storeys with a single
storey devoted for workshop facilities. The practice of topping
out is a tradition best known in the building trade and celebrates
a significant point in the construction phase, usually relating to
the roof or the highest point of the building. 
Debbie Gibbs, IKB Studio School principal, said: “I am so
pleased that Kier has reached this crucial milestone in the
construction of IKB. It is so much more than just a building and
on completion will support and inspire the dreams and
aspirations we have for all our students and staff.”
David Snell, operations director of Kier Construction, added:
“Work is going really well and it's great to be able to celebrate
the topping out with so many people. This scheme is

particularly close to the hearts of our site team as many of them
are from the area and working with local people and
subcontractors is something Kier always strives to achieve.” 

John Cabot Academy's Annual Christmas Craft Fair takes
place on Saturday 21st November from 10am to 2.30pm.
As well as the chance to buy gifts for Christmas, there will
be raffles, cakes and refreshments.
To book a stall contact Annemarie on 07843411423 or email
annie@ab-cd.biz
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Kingswood 

Annual craft fair

Keynsham

Milestone for new school
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Increasing crime rates and policing numbers in Keynsham
are likely to be high on the agenda at the forthcoming
Keynsham Area Forum meeting next week.  
The forum is intended to represent the views from organisations
and residents in an area which extends to Whitchurch, Saltford,
Compton Dando, Corston, Farmborough and Chelwood, and
the meeting on Tuesday 24th November is taking place at the
Space in Keynsham's new One Stop Shop at 6pm.
There has been growing concern about vandalism and anti-
social behaviour in various parts of Keynsham, particularly
around the Memorial Park and earlier this month a violent attack
at the clock tower left one man with serious head injuries and a
woman suffering a broken cheek bone.  
The following week, police had to break up large groups of
teenagers who had descended on the centre on Bonfire Night.
Forum chairman and local councillor Alan Hale had already
written to Police and Crime Commissioner Sue Mountstevens,
expressing concern over policing levels in the area following a
report presented at the September forum.
The forums, which are open to all, additionally give an
opportunity to hear from various council departments and
partner agencies and scheduled on the agenda for next week's
meeting is a presentation on the West of England Joint Spatial
Strategy which is currently open for consultation (see page X).

Keynsham

Crime and policing
level on forum's agenda

How safe do you
feel in Kingswood?
People who live, work or visit Kingswood are being
asked to take part in a survey about crime and
community safety.
Kingswood is one of six identified priority neighbourhoods in
South Gloucestershire that need extra support to improve
the quality of life for local residents and make the area safer
and stronger. 

Alongside education, health, skills and employment, tackling
crime and disorder is a priority in Kingswood. Statistics show
that crime rates in the town are higher than compared to
other neighbourhoods in South Glos. 
The online survey consists of a few questions and takes just
a few minutes to complete. The results will help the council
and the police reduce the impact of crime and help people
feel safer in Kingswood.
People are asked how safe they feel in the day and after
dark, whether they have been a victim of crime in the last 18
months, what type, and whether they reported it. 
If they didn't tell the police they are asked why and what
would have helped them to do so.
The survey also asks for suggestions on what would help
people feel safer in Kingswood.
You can participate by going to the council's website and
looking under 'Consultations'.

Keynsham town centre on Bonfire Night
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
6 1 3

4 5
5 1 7 6 3

1 3 6 2 8 7 4 5
2 9 4 7

4 6 8
5 2 7 4 9 8 3
4 9

8 5 4

5 1 9 2
6 8 3 1
2

4 6 1 7
2 8 5

7
7 4 9

6 1 2 3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 22nd November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

St Anne's Footbridge will remain closed for even longer
with its reopening now expected by mid-December.
The bridge links Crews Hole to the shopping area in St Anne's
and has been closed since the beginning of June. The work
initially had a three-month timescale but in August that was
revised to early October as significant corrosion was found.
At the end of September it was announced that the bridge would
need to remain closed until the end of October. Then a week or
so later a revised date of early November was predicted. 
And now Bristol City Council, which has apologised for the
extension to the works, expects the refurbishment to be
complete and the bridge back in use by early to mid-December.
While the bridge is closed, pedestrians and cyclists are using
the river path on either side of the river and cross at Netham.

Kingswood will get into the festive spirit when the lights are
turned on at Kings Chase Shopping Centre on Saturday 28th
November.
There will be fun activities from 3pm to 6pm including a
Christmas Carnival and Santa's Grotto. Switching on the lights
at 6pm will be DJ Downsy from radio station Sam FM.
Santa will also be in is Grotto at the precinct on 21st, 22nd and
23rd December from 10am to 2pm.

People are invited to have a clear-out and raise some extra
cash for Christmas by booking a place at a table-top sale at
Emersons Green Library on Saturday 21st November from
2pm to 4pm.
Tables are £5. To book contact the library on 01454 868006
or email emersonsgreen.library@southglos.gov.uk  
Refreshments will be available at the sale.

One of the empty units in the new Civic Centre is to become
a temporary art gallery and pop-up shop in the run-up to
Christmas.
Called Art Space, it has been
organised by local
businesswoman and councillor
Zoe Wilkins, who chairs the town
council's art committee.
Art Space, which is opening with
the help of town council funding,
will run from Wednesday 25th
November to Wednesday 23rd
December displaying local art for sale. 
There will be paintings, sculptures, jewellery, glassware,
ceramics, pottery, mosaics and textiles and there will be the
chance to see some of the artists at work.
Some of the artwork will change on a weekly basis. 
Find out more on the Keynsham Art Space page on Facebook.

Crews Hole 

Another delay to
bridge reopening

Kingswood 

Christmas lights
switch-on

Keynsham

Gallery and pop-up
shop opening

Emersons Green

Sell your unwanted items
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Letters
Repent at leisure?
Dear Editor,
How would you design leisure facilities for
an expanding population? How would you
ensure that the Olympic legacy of 2012
continues? How would you make provision
for an increasingly health conscious
society? B&NES planners obviously think
that reducing existing, well-used facilities is
the solution to this problem.
The first step in their solution requires the
production of detailed plans of the
minimum facilities they feel they can get
away with. They must provide a swimming
pool (no option). Fitness studio and gym
are currently trendy so should be included.
Then they must have a 'sweetener' to show
how the facilities have been enhanced, so
they add a learner pool. The last three
items take up minimum space, thus
increasing the number of possible sites. 
They follow up with a public consultation to
pick a location for the proposals. When
challenged about the lack of facilities, they
say that these are only draft documents. If
challenged further, they refer vaguely to
offering these at other locations such as
local schools (without actually checking
whether or not the capacity exists).
B&NES planners seem to be relentlessly
pursuing this course of action with the
current timetable. Once the site is chosen
they are going to consult with current users
to “discuss any concerns and see what
alternative arrangements can be made”.
This will obviously be too late for sports hall
users, swimming spectators and squash
players.
Surely the proper solution is to identify the
current usage and then look at what the
projections are likely to be over the lifetime
of the facilities. This will identify the actual
requirement. Sites should then only be
considered if this requirement can be

realistically met.
Does a current proposal to convert the
existing offices into apartments on the
Riverside site block the plans at this
location? Yes, if there had ever been a
genuine intention to demolish them to
provide a totally new facility. However,
there is no real reason why the existing
facilities should not be totally refurbished
and indeed enhanced in-situ. In fact, this
solution is probably the only one which
meets the actual requirements detailed in
my opening paragraph. We should not be
fobbed off with penny-pinching, totally
inadequate facilities to fit in with a
nonsensical timetable. We should be
investing for the needs of future
generations.
Liz Strover

Vandalism in new car park 
Dear The Week In,
I would like to post a warning to all users of
the 'new' car park in Keynsham, opposite
the end of Avon Mill Lane and at the bottom
of the hill from the train station.
My car was seriously vandalised in this car
park on Thursday night, 12th November.
The main petrol line from the tank was cut
and the petrol drained into the ground. It
will be expensive to repair but there was a
very high risk of fire and explosion to the
public as a result of this criminal activity. 
I have been given to understand that this is
an ongoing and regular problem, both in
this car park and in the station car park.
The problem seems to be exacerbated by
petrol service stations in Keynsham who
are refusing to sell petrol to people under
the age of 16, forcing them to steal it and
commit criminal damage in order to get
supplies of petrol for their off road
motorcycles. This is made all the worse by
poor lighting and no CCTV cameras.
I would be interested to hear from any
other commuters who have experienced
similar problems in Keynsham.
Neil Spearey

Pride in Keynsham
Dear Editor,
I would just like to thank the people and
businesses of Keynsham for their marking
of the two-minute silence on Wednesday
morning. 
As a new business on the High Street, we
went out into the fresh air to observe our
own silence and I was simply taken aback
by just how many people were not only
observing the silence but doing so openly
and together. As a veteran myself I was
moved by this fantastic mark of respect
and support for our fallen and injured. I
believe this is just another perfect
indication of what a fabulous community
Keynsham is and am proud to have been
part of it.
Andy Workman
The Beehive Practice

Grow a beard and help
cancer charity
Dear Editor,
We're all set to support Beating Bowel
Cancer's Decembeard campaign next
month and hope some of your readers will
join us in supporting this great cause and
grow a beard for Christmas.  
All you need to do is ditch your razor and
get sponsored for NOT shaving. What
could be easier!
Decembeard is a fun campaign in aid of a
serious cause. It asks men to raise
sponsorship by growing a beard
throughout the month of December in order
to break down the stigma of talking about
bowel cancer and raise funds for Beating
Bowel Cancer. This will help the charity to
support bowel cancer patients and their
families and to raise awareness of the
disease, its symptoms and the need for
early diagnosis. Like tens of thousands of
people across the country we have been
affected by bowel cancer. Both of us lost
our fathers to this terrible disease. 
Around 110 people are diagnosed with 
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bowel cancer every day, that's someone
every 15 minutes. But the good news is
that 90 per cent of these cases can be
treated successfully if caught early. 
The charity hopes to raise £500,000
through the campaign which they can
reach if 5,000 men raise just £100 each. 

If you're interested in being one of the
5,000, you can check out the campaign at
www.decembeard.org or on twitter
@decembeard_uk
Matthew Wright & Christopher Biggins

Publicity thanks
Dear Editor,
Yet again, you have given me the chance

to thank you for the latest publicity (page
13) in your 5th November edition for our
charity. It is so good that you can be relied
on help us. 
It pays off! Due to your and other media
coverage, and presentations to groups by
our committee's senior officers, we have
had more host families and sponsors than
ever; they all can see that their efforts pay
dividends by the enjoyment and improved
general well-being of the young visitors
here for a once-only holiday from Belarus
each summer.
Alan Elkan
Publicity Officer, Chernobyl Children's
Life Line (Bristol Link)

A legacy of cuts
Dear Sir,
The day before the 2012 London Olympics,
Prime Minister David Cameron gave a
speech in which he said, "When all the
fireworks have died down and the athletes
have gone home there is going to be a
genuine legacy. And a sporting legacy -
with people all over the country inspired to
get active and get into sport."
It seems his Conservative colleagues
running B&NES Council think they can
qualify that statement when it comes to
deciding what's best for leisure facilities in
Keynsham.  Our Olympic swimmers and
gymnasts in particular did us and

themselves proud in 2012 but clearly the
next generation will have to do without
swimming galas to hone their competitive
ability or sports halls.  Oh yes, there's
Wellsway of course and as for squash -
well hardly anyone plays it these days
(perhaps due to a lack of facilities?) and
anyway, it's not even an Olympic sport.
So instead of trying to deliver their leader's
vision of a sporting legacy in this country,
our council leaders are following a Fit for
Life programme introduced by the bicycle
loving Lib Dems who ran the previous
administration. As a result, we don't need
sports halls but instead we must have
gyms.  Has anyone at the council even
noticed that a brand new gym has just
opened at Somerdale? Perhaps, instead of
'collaborating' with local schools to use
their facilities, they could talk to the people
at Somerdale about using their gym
machines?
You can't open a newspaper today
(including The Week In) without reading
about cuts -  government cuts, health
service cuts or council cuts. Dispensing
with leisure facilities which are expensive
to operate and replacing them with ones
that will make the tills ring is not so much
about enjoying the sporting legacy of the
Olympics but more to do with the other
legacy of local councils today - cuts!
M. Allen

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
1 Make louder (7)
5 Up til now (2,3)
8 Force pulling towards the earth (13)
9 Cereal grain (3)
10 Tolerance (9)
12 A fruit extract used to make jam or jelly (6)
13 Disimilar (6)
15 A period when all was good (6,3)
16 Illuminated (3)
18 Consequence (5-2,6)
20 Desperate (5)
21 Magnify (7)

DOWN
1 Bother (5)
2 A prank (9,4)
3 Unreal (9)
4 Annually (6)
5 Winter sport item (3)
6 12 month accounting period (9,4)
7 Take over from (7)
11 Marvellous (9)
12 Type of leather (7)
14 Sandwich (6)
17 A feudal levy (5)
19 Means of explanation or unlocking (3)

1 2 3 4 5 6 7

8

9 10 11

12 13

14

15 16 17

18 19

20 21

Across

Make louder (7)1
Up til now (2,3)5
Force pulling towards the earth (13)8
Cereal grain (3)9
Tolerance (9)10
A fruit extract used to make jam or jelly 
(6)

12

Disimilar (6)13
A period when all was good (6,3)15
Illuminated (3)16
Consequence (5-2,6)18
Desperate (5)20
Magnify (7)21

Down

Bother (5)1
A prank (9,4)2
Unreal (9)3
Annually (6)4
Winter sport item (3)5
12 month accounting period (9,4)6
Take over from (7)7
Marvellous (9)11
Type of leather (7)12
Sandwich (6)14
A feudal levy (5)17
Means of explanation or unlocking (3)19

There has been a lot of reaction in the last week as the
contents of the four local authorities' Joint Spatial Plan are
digested.
As we reported last week, the councils of Bristol, Bath & North
East Somerset, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset are
seeking the public's views on a range of options which will allow
them to delivery 85,000 new homes in the Bristol 'city region'
over the next 20 years. Included are 29,000 houses for which
no provision has yet been made in the council local plans.
Some of the more contentious scenarios under consideration
include increasing housing density in city centres and Bristol's
north east fringe, expanding urban developments into the
neighbouring countryside and small-scale development of
village clusters.  
All of these possibilities spell danger for the existing Green Belt
- estimated to cover 48% of the current 'city region'. While the
Joint Spatial Plan does envisage one scenario where the
29,000 homes could be built without impacting on the Green
Belt, the result would involve housing area being separated
from employment zones. 
While it should be stressed that the Joint Spatial Strategy is
purely a consultation document at this stage, many people
living in places like Whitchurch, Bridgeyate or Oldland Common

may well be surprised to hear that they may be under threat of
development yet again. 
When Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore was elected in 2010, the
fight to save the Green Belt was a key part of his campaign.
Last November, the media was invited to Barry Road in Oldland
Common to meet then Communities Minister Eric Pickles - the
minister who scrapped the Regional Spatial Strategy. Standing
in a field which had been the scene of a speculative housing
proposal, the MP and minister reaffirmed their promise that the
Green Belt was safe.  

'Green fields will have to be built on'

Chris Skidmore with Eric Pickles last year
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o be built on'
Mr Pickles reinforced the message that Green Belt
development would only take place in “exceptional
circumstances” and a lack of houses was not one of those.  He
also made clear that the final decision would lie with local
authorities and of course, the current Joint Spatial Strategy is
the product of our four local authorities.
However, if indeed the Green Belt is to remain in its current
form and the housing target is to be achieved through the
transformation of brownfield sites and higher density
developments, do the numbers really stack up? Not according
to Gary Sheppard, chief executive of Bristol building firm Helm
Construction. His main concern is that there is simply not
enough brownfield land in the area to satisfy that demand and
even then, developers would struggle to provide the JSP's
aspiration of 30% affordable housing.
“Most developers would aim to build around 25 houses and flats
on a one-acre brownfield site. On that basis we would need to
identify around 1,100 acres of brownfield land to accommodate
the extra homes required by 2036," he told The Week In.
“That's about the size of a town like Nailsea or Keynsham. You
don't have to be a quantity surveyor to recognise we simply
haven't got that much brownfield land in the areas where it's
needed - if at all.
“We have established something of a reputation for

regenerating brownfield land in Bristol but it is generally
accepted that these sites are significantly more expensive to
develop than greenfield sites. Expecting developers to ensure
that around a third of these homes will be affordable ignores the
basic viability of the project." 
For Gary Sheppard, the Green Belt as we know it, will have to
change. “There simply isn't enough brownfield land left in the
city to provide the new homes required and the reality is we
cannot build 85,000 new homes in and around Greater Bristol
without encroaching into our green fields.”

Gary Sheppard
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Beacon Rise Primary School in Kingswood has raised
£7,604 for Children in Need.
All 500 pupils raised money by making pledges for Pudsey and
were sponsored for their activities.
Among the top fundraisers were Jess and Flo from Year 5. Flo
swam five miles in a month at various pools and raised more
than £280. Jess learned to fly fish and raised £335.
Other fundraising activities include giving up consoles for 30
days, jelly baths, cake sales, cycle rides and running.
Parent-governor Wayne Nutland works at Lloyds Bank which
has this year become the first principal partner to the BBC's
Children in Need appeal. The bank added £1,000 to the pupils'
total to bring Beacon Rise's contribution to the appeal to
£7,604. Pupils were thrilled to get a mention on the BBC's
Children in Need show on Friday night.

Among others taking part in the fundraising last week were staff
at Wellsway School in Keynsham who dressed up, sang and
danced to the amusement of students. 
At St Brendan's Sixth Form College in Brislington, student
liaison officer Mattia Pace did a six-hour 'Dance-a-thon'. The
23-year-old was joined during the day by teachers, tutors,
support staff and students and beat his £200 target to raise
£450. And Students' Union member Charlotte Atkins completed
a three-day silence to raise money.
At Busy Bees Day Nursery and Pre-School in Barrs Court the
children dressed up as Pudsey, made Pudsey ears and masks
and had a visit from the bear himself.
At Oasis Academy in Brislington there was a cake sale in aid of 

Fundraising for Children in Need

All Beacon Rise pupils made pledges for Pudsey

Beacon Rise pupils Jess & Flo (back row) were among the 
top fundraisers; also pictured are Ethan, Freya, Freya, 
Harrison & Sophie
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n in Need
the cause and at Gracefield Prep School in Downend the
youngsters also cooked for Pudsey.
Year 1 at Fishponds CE Academy made and decorated biscuits
to sell and one pupil, Sam, had his head shaved for Children in
Need and raised more than £100.
At Chester Park Junior School in Fishponds the school council
sold wrist bands, and raffle tickets for the opportunity to be head
and deputy head for the day. In total the fundraising efforts
raised £818.
Emersons Green Primary and Kings Forest Primary in
Kingswood held a non-uniform day and Hambrook Primary
pupils were invited to wear something with the hero theme.

At Castle Primary in
Keynsham, children wore
an item of spotty clothing
and held a cake sale and
pupils at Hanham Abbots
Junior School also sold
cakes for the cause.
At The Tynings Primary
School in Staple Hill,
Hedgehogs and Squirrels
classes made biscuits to
sell. And fundraising
activities were held at

Wick Primary School during the day including a penalty shoot-
out, Pudsey bear colouring competition and guess the name of
the teddies.
Also joining in the fun were members of Riff Raff, Bristol's funky
a cappella pop and rock choir, who raised over £2,000 by
holding pyjama party rehearsals. Riff Raff has four groups in
Bristol, including one in Fishponds. 
Meanwhile the One Show's Rickshaw Challenge for Children in
Need set off from Keynsham in the early hours of last Tuesday
on the fifth day of the ride.
Having arrived in Bristol on the Monday night, the six young
riders, who have all been supported by Children in Need funded
projects,  left Keynsham at 3.44am on Tuesday and travelled
through Saltford and Newton St Loe on their way down to
Winchester.  Riding alongside them on the 470-mile route was
the One Show presenter Matt Baker.
Nationally Children in Need has raised more than £37m this
year, beating last year's total of £32.6m.

The Fishponds choir in their pyjamas

Mattia Pace & Charlotte Atkins
raising money at St Brendan's
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has teamed up with local
training providers N-Gaged to offer an apprenticeship starting in
January.
The Level 2 Business Administration Apprenticeship will place
the successful applicant in the constituency office on
Kingswood High Street where they will get the opportunity to
learn a range of office skills on top of the chance to gain new
qualifications.
The position will last for a year and will pay in line with the
National Living Wage as part of Mr Skidmore's continued
commitment to be a National Living Wage employer. 
Mr  Skidmore said: “I held my first apprenticeship event in
Hanham Woods Academy in 2013 and have since worked in
collaboration with the local Job Centre and Community Ignite to
set up a mentoring scheme for young people, but I wanted to do
more and offer the chance for an apprentice to work in my
office.
“Apprenticeships are a superb way to bridge the gap between
training and the world of work, and I hope more and more local
companies will also consider their potential.”
Simon Arnold, managing director of N-Gaged Training, said: “It

would be difficult to find a
more exciting prospect for
a young person than to
work with the local MP and
his team. Whilst I know
competition will be very
stiff for this post, we have
other local employers
looking for enthusiastic
staff.”
Applications for the
position, being advertised
on the National
Apprenticeship Service
will close at the end of
November, with interviews
in early December. The
successful apprentice will
start work at the beginning of the New Year. 
For further details or for an application form email
chris.skidmore.mp@parliament.uk or call 0207 219 1966.

MP recruiting for an apprentice
Situations Vacant
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Concerns have been raised over a group of caravans that
have set up camp in Blackhorse Road.
Residents in South Road and Blackhorse Road have been in
touch with local councillors about the four caravans which are
on a small piece of privately owned land just behind the
JobCentre.
A further caravan and a motorhome have appeared nearby in
another private car parking area next to Orchard Medical
Centre. 
Woodstock ward councillor Andy Perkins said he and his
colleagues had received reports that the occupants of the
caravans at Blackhorse Road have been seen using the
surrounding area, such as lanes backing onto houses on South

Road, as a toilet. There are also reports of litter and rubbish
accumulating.
Cllr Perkins said local residents were growing concerned about
the encampments and the potential for them to grow. 
Councillors have asked South Gloucestershire's director of
communities Steve Evans to look into this issue and this week
a council spokesman said the matter was being investigated.

Kingswood 

Concern over caravan
encampment at Blackhorse Road

Blackhorse Road

Dickens & Christmas
At St Anne's Church Hall in Oldland Common on Saturday
28th November there will be a charity lecture and readings
by Charles Dickens expert Dr Keith Hooper.
He has recently been commissioned to write a biography on
Charles Dickens and lectures regularly at festivals and
events. His series of Victorian lectures has attracted
thousands of YouTube viewings.
Tickets for the event, which starts at 7pm and includes
Victorian food and carolling, are £7.50. Victorian dress is
optional. Email alan.hireson@yahoo.co.uk or call 0117
3297515.
The event will raise money for a children's centre in
Madagascar.
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All Saints Church is holding a Christmas bazaar on Saturday
21st November from noon to 3pm at the church and community
hall in Grove Road.
Admission is 50p (children free). There will be craft stalls,
games, toys, a raffle and tombola, refreshments and cakes, plus
a visit from Father Christmas.

Our Lady of Lourdes Out of School Club has received a Good
report from the education watchdog Ofsted.
The inspector said the effectiveness of leadership and
management and the quality of teaching, learning and
assessment were Good, while the rating given for personal
development, behaviour and welfare was Outstanding.
The report said the management and staff seek the views of
parents and children through conversations, questionnaires and
meetings and are clearly able to identify areas to improve
provision.
They are said to create a bright, welcoming and stimulating play
environment and the children have a “hugely enjoyable time”.
Parents are very complimentary of the staff and feel that they
support their children's needs and interests well. 
The club meets in the church hall in Court Road and there are
45 children on the roll.

Kingswood 

Praise from Ofsted

Fishponds 

Christmas bazaar
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South Gloucestershire Council has this week apologised for a
backlog in issuing Blue Badges for disabled drivers.
Some of those affected have been concerned about getting
parking fines if they leave their vehicle in a disabled bay without
an up-to-date badge.
A council spokesperson said: “We apologise for the recent
delays in processing Blue Badge applications. We have
experienced a significant increase in Blue Badge applications
and this, combined with losing a number of key members of the
processing team, has resulted in these unforeseen delays.
"We have allocated additional resources to help improve the
situation and we have now made significant progress to reduce
any delays. We are now working towards ensuring that any
residents awaiting Blue Badge renewals can expect to receive
them within the eight-week renewal period.
“If any Blue Badge holders received a parking ticket due to
these specific renewal delays, our parking services team will
uphold any appeals that are verified by our Blue Badge team.”
The council said the staff who had left had taken up new posts
as opposed to losing their jobs as part of the council savings
programme.

South Glos 

Disabled drivers
wait due to Blue
Badge backlog
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Hanham Health wants to expand its
surgery in Whittucks Road to cope with the
growing number of patients it serves.
The proposal is to build three more consulting
rooms plus a general meeting room and new
toilets, with the work funded by an NHS grant.
Hanham Health, which has some 30 GPs and
another surgery in High Street, Oldland
Common, is the biggest practice in South
Gloucestershire in terms of patient numbers
with 21,000.  
The original 1980s building in Whittucks Road
was extended 15 years ago and a report to
council planners explains there is now a
chronic shortage of admin and consulting
space, resulting in shared rooms, hot desking,
insufficient storage and the waiting room being
used for larger clinics and meetings. The
report adds that much time is wasted in
juggling space demands on a daily basis.
The report also says that the new Hanham
Hall development of 178 houses next to the
surgery only illustrates the need for extra
space.

The proposed single-storey extension would
be between the surgery and the rear car park.
The centre has 93 parking spaces for patients
and staff and the number and layout is not
affected by the proposals. 
The aim is that the extension, if granted
permission, will be completed by next
November.

Medical centre plans extension
to serve growing community

Guided walk
The next guided footpath
walk jointly organised by
Bitton and Hanham
Abbots parish councils is
on Sunday 22nd
November. It will start at
the car park behind the
Carpenters Arms pub,
Wick, at 2.30pm and take
around two to three hours,
passing through beautiful
scenery along Golden
Valley.
The walk will be led by
Clive Brett who may be
contacted on 0117
3295183 or 07434
869429.
The walk is open to all
ages but those under 16
should be accompanied
by a responsible adult. If
you bring a dog, you will
be responsible for keeping
it on a lead where
appropriate. 
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A display of more than 300 Nativity sets will be on display
at St Michael the Archangel Church in Two Mile Hill Road
over two weekends in December.
Jackie and John Elliott started collecting and exhibiting the
nativities after he was diagnosed with oesophageal cancer in
2004. After a successful operation, and with funding from
Macmillan, they set up GOSH (Bristol) - Gastro Oesophageal
Support and Help - to support sufferers from oesophageal and
stomach cancer and their carers. 
Sadly John's cancer returned and he died in 2008 but Jackie
has continued raising funds for the cause. 
The Nativity sets will be on display on 5th and 6th December
and again on the 12th and 13th. The Saturday opening is from
10am to 5pm and the Sunday one is from 11am to 5pm.
Meanwhile St Michael the Archangel's Christmas Fair is on
Friday 27th November from 2pm to 4.30pm. There will be lots of
stalls, cakes, a tombola and a visit from Father Christmas.

Kingswood

Nativity exhibition
at church

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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A huge reunion of former pupils and staff of the Grange
School at Warmley is being planned for next summer.
The event - planned for Saturday 9th July - has the potential to
be the largest school reunion ever.  
In 1970 the Grange Comprehensive School combined the boys'
school at Woodstock Road and the girls' school in Hanham
Road. 
A Facebook page called Lovely Grange Students has been set
up and it already has almost 4,000 members who have been
sharing memories and photos.
The Guinness Book of Records has the current record as 3,299
former pupils of Stadium High School, Tacoma, in the United
States attending a centennial event in 2006. 
The Grange is winding down and due to close in August 2017.
South Gloucestershire Council took the decision to close it as it
has around 600 surplus places and needs urgent building works
of more than £8m.
The science block and art block have already been knocked
down to make way for the new £4m Digitech Studio School
which opened in September in temporary accommodation on
the Grange campus. The building work is due to be completed
in time for the start of the next academic year.
All past and present pupils and staff are invited to the reunion.
Find out more on the Facebook page or by emailing
k.wilson@thegrangeschool.net

Warmley

Grange School
reunion could become
a record-breaker

School choir wanted
A local songwriter is looking for a school choir to step in
and perform two of his compositions at a concert next
month.
David Britton, from Oldland Common, is organising an
evening of his songs performed by Peter Blackwood and his
singers at the Frenchay Unitarian Chapel on Saturday 5th
December. On the programme are two Christmas songs which
he has recently had recorded by children from the Tynings
School choir in Staple Hill. The CD features 'Kids Sing a Song

for Christmas' and the carol 'With the Kings in Bethlehem',
which was recorded at a studio in Mangotsfield last month.
However, with the school busy with its own pre-Christmas
activities, it was felt the concert would be too much for the
pupils so the search is on for another choir which could learn
the songs in time.
David said: "I am really grateful to the headteacher at The
Tynings for co-operating on the recording of the CD. The
children are all eight and nine and they walked from the school
to the studio in Mangotsfield.  Each of them had to record their
own track individually and the finished product is a triumph.
"The songs are not too long and relatively simple to learn. I am
really hoping we can find a choir to bring some children's
voices and a spirit of Christmas to the evening."
If you can help or would like a copy of the CD contact David
Britton on 0117 9326802. Tickets for the concert on 6th
December are £6 are also available.  Frenchay Unitarian
Chapel is on Beckspool Road.
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The next meeting of the Whitchurch Local History Society is on
27th November when there will be a presentation by a member
of the Know Your Place - West of England - Project Board who
will be talking about the exciting extension of the Bristol-
originated online digital mapping record to cover all of the
historic counties of Somerset, Gloucestershire and Wiltshire. 
Anyone is welcome to the talks which are held at the Whitchurch
United Reformed Church, usually on the last Friday of the
month, starting at 7.30pm. 
Membership for the coming year is £10 per person, plus £1 for
each talk attended, and visitors will be charged £4 per meeting
(refreshments included). 
For more information contact the secretary Geoff Gardiner on
01275 830869 or email geoff@thegardiners.org.uk

Whitchurch 

Mapping out the past

An event called Croissants, Coffee & Christmas will take place
at St Mary's Church on Saturday 21st November from 10am to
1pm.
Local produce will be for sale, as will Phoenix cards, and the
Really Expensive Chocolate Company will also have a stall.
There will be entertainment from Oldland Brass.

Bitton 

Croissants, Coffee
& Christmas!
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Students at King's Oak Academy and
neighbouring Cabot Learning Federation
academies heard about the European
Space Agency's comet mission Rosetta
first hand from project scientist Dr Matt
Taylor who visited on Friday.  
Dr Taylor spoke about the mission to catch up
with a comet as it travelled to the sun and sent
the small Philae lander to the surface of the
comet.  
The amazing opportunity for students to hear
about the mission and how it unfolded was
arranged in memory of former pupil Colin
Pillinger. He attended the academy's
predecessor Kingswood Grammar and went
on to lead an exciting life in scientific research,
being instrumental in the UK involvement in
the Rosetta mission and leader of the British
Beagle 2 mission which landed on Mars in
2003.  
Tim Bush, head of chemistry at King's Oak,
who organised Dr Taylor's visit, said: “This
was a unique opportunity for students to get a

real insight into the organisation and
innovation required to run a project of this
magnitude. It will certainly make students
aware of the interesting opportunities in
science that are available to them after A-
levels.”
Prof Pillinger's family is working with the
school to bring an inspirational speaker to
King's Oak each year.

Comet mission scientist
lands in Kingswood

Concert in
aid of
Headway
The Rotary Club of
Kingswood is organising a
concert by Vox in Frox on
Saturday (21st November)
at Kingswood Methodist
Church. 
The concert is raising
funds for the brain injury
charity Headway Bristol.
Vox in Frox are an all-
female chamber choir
based in the Chew Valley
who perform a wide range
of music from gospel to
sacred, folk to pop and
everything in between.
The concert starts at
7.30pm and entry cost is
£8, to include light
refreshments.
For tickets call 01454
319613 or 07790 555243.
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

Appliances

Advertising

Accountancy
Services

Aerials

        



Directory & What’s On

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

CHRISTMAS SHOPPING
AFTERNOON   
Saturday 21st November 2 -4 pm 
Queens Road Methodist Church
Keynsham.
Stalls, refreshments and raffle.
Free Entrance

Compost

Dance Classes

Dance Classes
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The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Computers / IT

Digger Hitre

Electrical

Driveways

Furniture Makers

Events

Events

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy

Plumbers

Plastering

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Locksmiths

Logs

Home Help

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Physiotherapy
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

TVsPlumbers

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Podiatry

Sewing Lessons

Skip Hire

Venue Hire
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Bristol Cats & Dogs Home's Christmas Fair
is this Sunday, 22nd November, from 10am
until 3pm.
There will be Christmas crafts and gifts,
mince pies and mulled drinks, as well as a
visit from Santa Claus.
Entrance to the event is £1 for adults and
children get in for free. 
Disabled parking spaces are available at
the home's car park in Albert Road, St
Philips, and other parking is close by. 

Any donations of items for the Christmas
raffle or cakes for the festive cake stall
would be appreciated. Call 0117 3003968.
Lost, unwanted and stray animals are cared
for by the home and the RSPCA Bristol
Clinic. Both facilities are run by the RSPCA
Bristol and District Branch. 
The Christmas fair goes some way towards
meeting the £4,700 needed every day to
care for the thousands of animals that come
through the doors every year.

Christmas fair for
the dogs home

Waste DisposalBook a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Venue Hire
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Crossword Solution
A M P L I F Y S O F A R
G R M E K I E
G R A V I T A T I O N A L
R C T R A I
O A T A L L O W A N C E

I T Y O C V
P E C T I N U N L I K E
I A V S D A
G O L D E N A G E L I T
S J R R Y I
K N O C K O N E F F E C T
I K E I U A H
N E E D Y E N L A R G E

Sudoku Solutions
6 1 3 5 2 9 8 7 4
2 7 4 8 6 3 5 9 1
9 8 5 1 7 4 2 6 3
1 3 6 2 8 7 4 5 9
8 5 2 9 4 6 3 1 7
7 4 9 3 5 1 6 2 8
5 2 7 4 9 8 1 3 6
4 6 1 7 3 2 9 8 5
3 9 8 6 1 5 7 4 2

5 3 7 8 1 9 4 6 2
9 6 8 4 7 2 5 3 1
4 2 1 3 6 5 9 7 8
3 8 5 9 4 6 1 2 7
7 4 9 2 3 1 6 8 5
6 1 2 5 8 7 3 4 9
1 7 4 6 5 8 2 9 3
8 9 6 1 2 3 7 5 4
2 5 3 7 9 4 8 1 6

2 -Hard1-Easy

While Keynsham Town have not played a league game for over
three weeks, they continue to make progress in 2 cup
competitions.
Last Tuesday saw a feisty affair at the AJN Stadium, with the Ks
running out 2-0 victors over Radstock Town in the Somerset
Premier Cup 2nd Round. Both sides had man sent off but goals
from Pat Davison and Anton Dowe saw Keynsham into the quarter
final draw which takes place on 3rd December.
Then on Saturday, they travelled to a very soggy Wincanton for a
1st round tie in the Les Phillips Cup. Despite the conditions
Keynsham managed to play their passing game and goals from
Tom Johnson, Jamie Noble and Harry Churchley saw them safely
through with a 3-0 victory.  Barnstaple Town will be the 2nd round
visitors in the New Year.
It's back to Western League action on Saturday 21st November
when Roman Glass St George are the visitors (kick-off 3pm).

Longwell Green Sports JFC are celebrating after Paul Griffin won
Sports Volunteer of the Year at the West of England Sports Awards
recently.
This year Paul has been working with the FA Coaching mentor to
set up a long-term coaching strategy for Longwell Green Junior
Football Club. He has now trained as a club coaching mentor to
help pass on his experience and increase the standard of
coaching within the club.. 
All of Paul's efforts culminated in the club being awarded the
Gloucestershire Football Association Community Club of the Year
award in 2014. The club was also shortlisted at the recent West of
England Sports Awards for Club of the Year, Jamie Griffin for
Young Coach of the Year and Paul Griffin for Children's Coach of
the Year. If you are interested in joining the club take a look at the
website www.longwellgreensportsjfc.co.uk

Football 

Cup progress for
Keynsham Town

Award for Longwell
Green Sports JFC

Keynsham Rugby made it eight wins from eight with a deserved
away win at Whitehall last Saturday.
Playing in dire conditions and against a strong win and driving
rain in the first half, it was the visitors who held the upper hand,
thanks mainly to their pack. A penalty followed by two tries, one
from skipper Jack Weston and a second from Chris Bakker after
a great offload by his captain, gave Keynsham a 15-0 lead
before the hosts managed to cross for an unconverted try on
half time.
Keynsham started the second half as they had the first and were
quickly 20-5 ahead before Whitehall began to apply their own
pressure, scoring a second try to reduce the deficit to 10 points.
Keynsham will regret not having scored a fourth try for the
bonus point and they gave themselves an uncomfortable last
few moments as Whitehall forced themselves over for a try of
their own right at the death to make the core a rather more
respectable 15-20 to the visitors.
Captain Weston said: “This was another well fought victory and
fantastic to remain unbeaten in the league this season.
Considering the testing conditions, I thought were excellent for
60 minutes but it was a shame we let Whitehall back into the
final quarter and not achieve the bonus point."
Chew Valley are next up at Crown Field on Saturday 21st
November.

Rob Breckon 

Rugby 

Eight wins in a row
for Keynsham

Pic: R. Angell
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