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Throughout 2009, our pages were full of stories about the
fight to protect the Green Belt against Government
imposed plans to build thousands of new homes in the
area. 
The Regional Spatial Strategy, along with the regional
government quango which created it, were consigned to the bin
shortly after the election of the Coalition Government in 2010.
Last week, the four local authorities of Bristol, B&NES, South
Gloucestershire and North Somerset published their Joint
Spatial Plan consultation document for the region through to
2036 and while this project is locally created, rather than
centrally imposed, two major and related issues have not gone
away. The lack of housing, particularly affordable and the
impact on the Green Belt are taxing the local authorities of the
new 'city region' as much as they did the bureaucrats of the
West of England Regional Assembly almost 10 years ago.
Then, they figured we needed 120,000 new homes in the Bristol
area, today the Joint Spatial Strategy predicts we will need
89,000. Of that figure, 56,000 have been identified through
each local authority's core strategies although three out of the
four had to agree to releasing Green Belt land to satisfy
Government inspectors. That said, 48% of land in the 'city
region' still lies in the Green Belt.

Members of the public now have three months to comment on
the plans put forward in the Joint Spatial Strategy which
highlights five ways in which the additional 29,000 homes could
be accommodated:
Urban intensification: increasing the density of existing
development mainly within Bristol but also the north east fringes
(in South Gloucestershire).
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85,000 homes and the Green Belt under threat again? Bristol 'city region'
publishes own spatial plan

Protests against the RSS in 2008

           



Urban expansion: spreading existing development out into the
adjacent countryside in places such as Hicks Gate, Whitchurch
and communities east of Kingswood, such as Oldland
Common.
Town expansion of locations already being developed, such
as Keynsham and Midsomer Norton.
Other settlements: small-scale opportunities such as village
clusters. Charfield, which has been in the news just last month
for this very reason, is mentioned along with Saltford, which
managed to resist such a situation last year.
Dispersed growth: an aggregate of very small-scale
opportunities of which none are named but are assumed to
exist in each of the four local authorities.
No doubt, the very inclusion of many of those local communities
will have campaigners dusting off their posters and reforming
action groups. The document stresses frequently that
absolutely no decisions have been made and that the public is
being asked to give its views on every possible option. 
The five scenarios which are then detailed include one which
involves no change to the existing Green Belt.  It does,
however, predict a negative impact of dispersed
settlements which are distant from employment areas,
thus adding extra pressure to the transport
infrastructure. Each of the other scenarios
factors in some negative impact on the Green
Belt and no doubt there will be observers
who have always maintained you can't
have the economic development
and retain half the area as
Green Belt.

Consultation response to the Regional Spatial Strategy in 2009
broke all records - in fact it overwhelmed the system. While the
Joint Spatial Strategy has identified many of the same issues, it
represents a far more measured approach and considers many
of the consequences, such as transport. It is a far more detailed
document than we can do full justice to in these pages and at
this stage, is an invitation to comment.
You can read, download and comment on the plan by visiting
www.jointplanningwofe.org.uk
We have also created a link on our own website which will allow
you to download a PDF version of the Joint Spatial Plan.  Just
go to the News section and look for the story headed "Plans for
85,000 new homes".
The deadline for responses is 29th January 2016.
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The vacant site of the former Chase home for the elderly
in Tenniscourt Road could once again house a care
home.
At a recent meeting of South Gloucestershire Council's
Resources Sub-Committee, councillors agreed to put the
site up for sale, along with the old Frome House site in
Cranleigh Court Road, Yate, on the condition that the first
priority should be to ensure, if possible, that the two sites are
to be used for care homes once more.
The sites have been disused for a number of years and both
care homes have long since been demolished.
They were closed as they failed to meet expected modern
standards, with rooms that were too small and lacking
private facilities.

Residents are being consulted on a shake-up of waste and
recycling services in South Gloucestershire which aims to
improve recycling as well as save £1m a year as part of
austerity.
But opposition councillors have rounded on the Conservative-
controlled council for not including green bins in the new waste
strategy.
The Tories, who won an overall majority at May's local elections,
pledged in their manifesto to scrap the £36 garden waste
subscription service - or “green tax” as they dubbed it. They had
been against its introduction last year but Lib Dems and Labour
members voted in favour of it. The scheme was calculated to
save £1.1m but was far more successful than anticpated, with
almost twice the number of households subscribing in the first
year than expected.
At last Wednesday's Communities Committee, Labour members
supported the Lib Dems' amendment calling for the re-
introduction of a universal collection of garden waste to be
included in the consultation but the Tories voted against it.
Conservative councillor Toby Savage said any changes to the
existing garden waste subscription service would be discussed
during the budget process in February as it was a “fiscal matter”.
But Lib Dem Claire Young said the waste consultation had been
the Conservatives' “big chance” to meet their manifesto
promise. 
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Kingswood 

New care home hopes
for redundant site

South Glos

Tories try to keep a lid on green bin row
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard
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She said: “We all know that it would be wrong to promise
something you can't deliver so my residents are waiting for their
free green bins. We were surprised when there was no mention
of the free service and proposed an amendment to help the
Tories out. 
"It shows that they never had any intention of meeting their
manifesto promise. Their attempts to kick this into the long
grass by claiming removing the charge was not a change of
service were laughable.”
The options that the public are being consulted on include
introducing weekly recycling collection from the doorstep. They
also include getting rid of the bags for collection, which can
blow away with the wind, with more practical plastic boxes. 
Black bin collections will remain fortnightly but it is proposed the
bins will be a lot smaller - 140 instead of 240 litres - to cut down
on the amount that goes to landfill. 
Roadshows will be held across the district this month as part of
the consultation, including on Monday 16th at 7pm at the Chase
Area Forum, Kingswood Civic Centre; Tuesday 17th at Oldland
Parish Council's meeting at Longwell Green Community Centre
at 7pm; Wednesday 18th from 10am to 4pm at Kings Chase
Shopping Centre; Monday 23rd at 7pm at the Kings Forest Area
Forum, Kingswood Civic Centre and on Thursday 26th from

9am to 3pm at the Square,
Staple Hill.
Next month's roadshows
include one on Thursday
10th from 9am to 3pm at
the Park Crescent shops,
Cadbury Heath; Emersons
Green Town Council's
meeting at Emersons
Green Village Hall at 7pm;
Thursday 10th at
Downend & Bromley
Heath Parish Council's
meeting at 7.30pm (to be
confirmed) and on
Tuesday 15th from 10am
to 4pm at the Co-op in
Downend. There will also
be one at Bitton Parish
Council's meeting on Tuesday 12th January at 7.30pm at North
Common Village Hall.
The consultation runs until 15th February. Find out more on the
council's website under Consultations.

p a lid on green bin row
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Staff at the Mind shop in Temple Street believe they are
being targeted by someone with a grudge against the
charity after a fifth arson attack on the premises since July.
The most recent incident on Sunday night was the most
serious, causing damage to the rear door of the shop. Although
flames penetrated the inside of the building, the firefighters
were able to extinguish the blaze before it spread to
neighbouring businesses or caused damage to stock. 

Previous attacks
have included two
instances of the
wheelie bin being set
alight and another
with a bag of clothes
left as a donation. A
settee and a wooden
cabinet which had
been delivered to the
rear of the premises
on Ashton Way were
also piled up and
made into a bonfire.
Assistant manager
Sandra Parker was
called out on Sunday
night and had to

arrange for the building to be secured well into the early hours
of Monday. The shop remained closed for the day.
She told The Week In that the attacks had upset staff working
at the Mind shop, who are all volunteers.
She said: “We are asking that local residents and business
owners can keep their eyes out for us and report any suspicious
activity to the police.
“If anyone saw anything on Sunday evening around 11pm or
has information regarding the other incidents, can they please
call the police on 101.”

Keynsham

Appeal for help after fifth
arson attack on charity shop

Hillfields 

New beat manager
PC Richard Glanville has joined the Hillfields beat team as
beat manager, replacing PC Craig Bennett. 
PC Glanville was a special constable for five years and
joined Avon & Somerset as a police officer in 2008. He
comes to Hillfields from Bridewell in central Bristol where he
was a response officer. 

MP's surgeries
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg is holding a
surgery in Keynsham on 13th November from 12.30-2.30pm
and another in Saltford on 28th November from 4pm to 6pm. 
He will also be holding a surgery in Keynsham on 11th
December from 4.30pm to 6.30pm.
To book an appointment call Margaret on 0117 987 2313 or
email jacob@northeastsomersetconservatives.co.uk

Sandra Parker
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

6 9 2
4 5 3 7
3 4 8

5 9 8
8 7 6

2 1 5
7 2 3 8 1

5 8 9
6 7 4

2 8 9 4
6
4 5 3 2

7
7 1 9

6 4 1 9
5 4

1 7
4 6 1 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 15th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

More than 20 Hanham residents left stranded by recent bus
timetable changes attended a meeting last week to hear
how the charity Kingswood Community Transport can help
them.
Mike Vernon, chief executive of KCT, was invited to speak at the
parish council meeting last Wednesday.
As we have previously reported, there have been changes to
the 44 and 17 bus services. As well as less frequent and
unreliable services, route changes mean people living in the
Memorial Road, Gays Road and Marion Road area, many of
whom are elderly or less mobile, are now cut off from Hanham
High Street. 
Also invited to the meeting was James Freeman, the boss of
First bus, who declined on the grounds that he would only
attend if officers from South Gloucestershire Council, the
transport authority, also attended. The parish council felt that
this would not be the appropriate platform for an argument
between First Bus and South Gloucestershire Council but
wanted a meeting to try to solve the problem that now exists for
many residents.
Mr Vernon said KCT was not a bus service but people who
become members can be picked up from their homes and taken
to a nominated destination, such as Hanham High Street or
Kingswood, on a pre-booked basis. The cost for Diamond card
holders would be £1 per journey and non-card holders £2.50
per journey after the annual membership fee of £20. 
Members also enjoy trips to places such as Asda, garden
centres and the seaside.
Hanham Business & Community Partnership has also put an

offer to Kingswood Community Transport for Hanham traders to
offer special discounts to passengers who they bring into
Hanham on certain Wednesdays.
Although not being able to provide a replacement for the
missing First services, residents were pleased with to hear what
KCT offers and some will undoubtedly be taking up the offer.
Meanwhile parish councillors will still lobby First bus and South
Gloucestershire Council to try to bring back some of the missing
bus routes.
• Kingswood Community Transport can be contacted on 0117

961 6016.

Hanham 

Charity offers to help residents
stranded by bus changes

Some of those angry about the bus changes in Hanham

              



No Olympic legacy for
Keynsham
Dear Editor,
Whatever happened to the Olympic
legacy talked about by Seb Coe, David
Beckham and politicians like Tony Blair
and David Cameron? Why on earth did
B&NES planners not include a sports hall
in 'typical' layout plans for the long
promised, new Keynsham Leisure
Centre? 
This is a repeat of what happened at
Longwell Green when local people were
told that a sports hall wasn't necessary as
there was one nearby at Keynsham. Now
it's our turn to be deprived, with the only
other full-time facility in B&NES area
being on the far side of Bath (with all its
existing congestion problems).
Keynsham, Saltford and the surrounding
area needs a full-time sports hall of its
own. There will be no possibility of adding
a sports hall with any of the layouts
currently under consideration once they
are constructed.  If this opportunity is lost,
there will be no dedicated sports hall in
Keynsham for the next two generations.
I understand from the September 19th
consultation that all the schemes were
designed using national figures for 'typical'
usage and these were several years out
of date. No attempt had been made to
investigate current usage of the existing
facility. The suggestion of using Wellsway
School to 'plug the gap' is laughable, we
are talking of a 50-year requirement.
Daytime use can be ruled out on child
protection issues, even if it were not to be
fully used by the pupils, and it's already
been shown that there is insufficient
capacity in the evening.
We all need to exercise more for both

physical and mental well-being, a
message being broadcast by all the health
professionals. Gym or fitness studio
workouts are not for everyone. Many of us
like the stimulation and healthy interaction
of competitive sports.  In a previous issue
of The Week In, someone remarked that
badminton, for example, can be played at
many levels from social fun to league
competition. Just drop into the existing
leisure centre a few times and see what
else is going on - five-a-side football,
majorettes, circuit training, trampolines,
pre-school fitness and coordination. Just
look at the age range - anything from tots
to seniors.
If we are to have an Olympic legacy, we
need a sports hall for basketball,
badminton and volleyball.  Other Olympic
sports, such as floor gymnastics, judo,
and Taekwondo, need sufficient space
too. (You might just fit table tennis into a
large enough fitness studio). How about
other sports like volleyball and netball? If
you really want all these sports practiced
at grass roots level, you need a dedicated
sports hall, not an apology for one.
Robert Eggbeer
Saltford

Praise for young poppy
sellers
Dear Stephen,
Once again I was very impressed with the
large number of smart and polite
youngsters from both the Army Cadets
and the ATC who were selling poppies in
Keynsham in and around High Street on
Saturday 7th November.  
This year was particularly challenging as it
was wet and very windy all morning but
they kept smiling!  I really was heartened
by these youngsters who are a credit to
themselves, their leaders and their
families. Well done and thank you.
Hazel Powe

Abandon this tunnel vision
Dear Stephen,
It's not clear why John Hunt, (Issue 396)
took it upon himself to reply to my letter to
Andy Perkins in issue 395. He obviously
didn't read it, nor has he been reading The
Week In very long, or he'd have known
that my only 'regularity' is challenging the
honesty of politicians from all parties,
including the Conservatives, and I don't
apologise for it. The main question was
that since Labour had committed
themselves to building 240,000 houses
next year, the same as this Government -
as a start to answering a pressing need -
how would they have managed it without
the realistic relaxations he complained
about? Nowhere in Mr Hunt's letter is
there one constructive suggestion as to
how this could be achieved, just repetitive
negative pleading to perpetuate and even
increase slum conditions, so perhaps it IS
time for him and Andy Perkins to “follow
Government policy”. 
It's not 'his' Green Belt, everybody has a
right to it, and there's enough 'green' land
in the local area to satisfy the needs of
everybody if they abandon tunnel vision,
and future generations will thank them for
it.
M O'Regan
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Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication.  Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week.  E-
mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Police visited schools after a night of unrest in Keynsham
last Thursday in which crowds of youths from rival schools
gathered in the Memorial Park area and fireworks were
thrown.
Anticipating trouble, police had designated the park a dispersal
zone, warning those who stayed after being told to leave could
be arrested.
Supt Peter Warren, Avon & Somerset's lead on anti-social
behaviour, said: “We had intelligence to suggest there may be
a disorder involving groups of teenagers from different schools.
“During the early evening, a large group began to gather with
the intention to cause anti-social behaviour and fireworks were
thrown. We responded proportionately and brought in extra
resources to disperse the crowd and carry out high visibility
patrols. No damage was caused and there were no arrests.”
During the evening large groups milled around St John's
Churchyard, car parks and outside Keynsham Civic Centre.
Around 9.30pm police herded scores of youths out of town
towards Willsbridge.
Speaking on Friday, Supt Warren said: “We have information to
suggest further gatherings may be planned and our message is

very clear - if you choose to engage in anti-social behaviour or
disorder, you face a real risk of being arrested and ending up
with a criminal record.”
He said neighbourhood officers had been in local schools on

Friday “as a preventative measure”.
“We're also appealing directly to parents to ensure
they know where there are children are and if
they're attending events in Keynsham to have
conversations with them about the consequences
of getting involved in disruptive or criminal
behaviour.
“We will take all necessary measures to ensure the
Keynsham community does not have to endure any
further disruption.”
There was advance warning that large groups of
youths would be turned away from Friday's
fireworks display at Avon Valley Adventure &
Wildlife Park. But there was no trouble there and
police said the weekend passed quietly.

Keynsham 

Police patrols as teenagers
'gather for trouble' in town

Separating gangs at the clock tower

Avon Mill Lane
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Element found in salt (6)
8 To compose or write (6)
9 Allright (4)
10 Evocative (8)
11 Examine medically (7)
13 To do something inadequately (5)
15 Key part of a cricket match (5)
17 Stupid (7)
20 Infectious disease now eradicated (8)
21 Competitive event (4)
23 Walk slowly (6)
24 Exist in abundance (6)

DOWN
1 Submerge in liquid (4)
2 Neaten (4,2)
3 An Arab state (7)
4 Too much to drink (5)
5 Famous Polish port (6)
6 Performs in the film industry (5,3)
12 Increase efficiency of operation (8)
14 Having no evident gender (7)
16 Soft (6)
18 Restricted width (6)
19 Utilise (5)
22 Unable to (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Element found in salt (6)7
To compose or write (6)8
Allright (4)9
Evocative (8)10
Examine medically (7)11
To do something inadequately (5)13
Key part of a cricket match (5)15
Stupid (7)17
Infectious disease now eradicated (8)20
Competitive event (4)21
Walk slowly (6)23
Exist in abundance (6)24

Down

Submerge in liquid (4)1
Neaten (4,2)2
An Arab state (7)3
Too much to drink (5)4
Famous Polish port (6)5
Performs in the film industry (5,3)6
Increase efficiency of operation (8)12
Having no evident gender (7)14
Soft (6)16
Restricted width (6)18
Utilise (5)19
Unable to (4)22

The pubs nominated for the 2015 Kingswood Community
Pub of the Year award, organised by the constituency's MP
Chris Skidmore, are the Lamb in Cadbury Heath, the Elm
Tree and Blue Bowl in Hanham and the Rose & Crown on

Two Mile Hill.
The MP will be visiting them all before choosing the
winning pub which will be announced in our 3rd December
issue.

Pubs nominated for community award

The Lamb The Elm Tree

The Blue Bowl Rose & Crown
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The Mayor of Bristol George Ferguson has been on a fact-
finding visit to St George at the invitation of the local
Neighbourhood Partnership.
His visit began at the junction of Lypiatt Road and Church Road,
where he discussed with local residents their concerns about
heavy goods vehicles using Lypiatt Road, inconsiderate parking
and speeding cars. 
His next stop was Gladstone Street where he learnt of plans to
improve the small park area.  From there he moved on to Meadow
Vale Community Centre in Speedwell where he learnt of plans for
a new community building for the area and saw a mural painted
by young people the day before on a concrete wall at the edge of
the adjacent park. The project was organised by Young Bristol
using Green Capital 2015 funding to brighten up the park
At Dundridge Park the Mayor saw first hand the deteriorating
condition of the pavilion which is used as changing facilities for
football matches.
A representative of a local Community Speed Watch scheme met
the Mayor on Crews Hole Road where traffic speed and volume
was discussed.  He was also shown the plans that have been
produced to improve cycling provision and road safety on this
route. At St George Park Mr Ferguson met members of the
Friends of St George Park, where they discussed the ongoing
issues being caused by fishing in the park and the impact this was
having on birds using the lake.

The final stop on the Mayor's tour
was to the library where he
discussed the services provided at
it and the potential to make the
library more of a community hub,
and spoke to members of the
Neighbourhood Partnership.
Rob Acton-Campbell, chair of the
partnership, said: “It was useful to
be able to show George some of
the issues of concern to residents in the St George NP area.
Many of these issues have been ongoing for some time, and we
hope that by the Mayor seeing the issues himself, it will help to
bring them to a resolution.”
Mr Ferguson said: “It is always useful to me to be able witness on
the ground some of the local concerns and aspirations. Members
of the St George Neighbourhood Partnership and others were
able to voice their concerns about an extensive range of issues in
the St George area, including transport, parks, playgrounds and
libraries. 
“I have taken full note and shall do all I can to enable the council
to address the issues where practically possible in stringent
times. ”The Mayor's visit was part of a series of visits to each of
the 14 Neighbourhood Partnership areas in the city.
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St George 

Mayor sees the big issues facing St George for himself

George
Ferguson
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Staff and volunteers at the CLIC Sargent shop in Staple Hill
High Street have celebrated 25 years of supporting children
and young people with cancer.
The milestone was marked with a party for customers and
supporters on 26th October.
The store was first opened in 1990 by pop star David Essex,
who provided signed pictures to be given as prizes at the
celebration party.
Over the quarter century of being open, the store has raised
more than £1m for the charity.

The anniversary was also marked by the retirement celebration
of veteran volunteer Pat Phipps, who stepped down after more
than 20 years of service. Store manager Teresa Tyson said:
“CLIC Sargent owes dedicated volunteers like Pat, and her
fellow volunteer Pat Smith, who has also been supporting the
shop for more than 20 years, a huge debt of gratitude. Their
tireless support is inspirational and has helped to ensure the
shop's years of success.
“We are very grateful for the support the local community has
shown for us over the last 25 years. The money raised by the
shop has helped CLIC Sargent support children and young
people from diagnosis onwards, supporting their families as
they deal with the impact of cancer and its treatment.”

Staple Hill 

Charity shop
celebrates 25 years
of fundraising

Staple Hill 

New venue for St
John Ambulance

The British Red Cross is urgently looking for volunteers across
the Kingswood area to help vulnerable people resettle at home
after a stay in hospital and regain confidence and
independence. 
As well as providing companionship and emotional support,
volunteers can help with practical everyday tasks such as
shopping.
Visits take place once a week and last for about two hours.
To find out more contact Volunteering Kingswood, a
development project which supports and promotes volunteering
across Kingswood and the surrounding areas. Call 0117 960
0376 or email info@volunteeringkingswood.org.uk
You can also find out more about lots of volunteering
opportunities in your local community at Kingswood Library on
Thursdays from 1pm to 3pm.

The Staple Hill division of St John Ambulance has permanently
relocated from its old hall in Page Road to the nearby Sanctuary
Church in High Street.
There are two groups - Badgers (aged seven to 10) and Cadets
(10 to 17). Training sessions are held on first aid, life skills and
team building and the youngsters work towards different awards
and also get to take part in off-site activities.
Parents can email group leader Liz Harvey at
liz.harvey@sja.org.uk for further information or turn up on any
Thursday night at 6pm, using the side door.

In last week's list of planning applications we included a decision
on a garage to be erected at 52 Hurn Lane, Keynsham.  The
outcome was printed in error and in fact the application was
refused.  We apologise for any confusion this may have caused.

Plea for volunteers

Planning applications

Situations Vacant
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When Nedim and Ula Orak opened
their Pomegranate brasserie in
Keynsham in 2008, they wanted to
create a friendly, community cafe
which brought a Mediterranean
flavour to locally sourced produce.
It very quickly became known as one of
the best places to eat in the town and
before long, the cosy quarters on
Temple Street were stretched to
capacity.  Now, after a move which took
longer than anyone had hoped or
expected, Pomegranate sits proudly on
Market Walk in the heart of the flagship
civic centre development.
While that has meant a lot of changes,
all that was good about Pomegranate
before remains unchanged. With a
fresh, new look and 55 covers, the new
Pomegranate is almost twice the size
and the staff has doubled too.  Joining
Nedim in the kitchen are Sardinian chef
Michele and Marco from Naples,
ensuring the Mediterranean theme is
maintained, while at front of house,
Nicky and her team continue to welcome
customers throughout extended opening
hours.
The new premises are licensed and now
sell wines to drink in and/or take home.
There is also a deli counter where you
can buy snacks and salads to take
away. However, the bias towards local
produce prevails.  Meat and vegetables
are sourced from local producers and
Pomegranate is also working closely
with the likes of the Bath Soft Cheese
Company at Kelston and the Cheddar

Gorge Cheese Company. When it
comes to beer, again the emphasis is
heavily on local brewers. Along with
more household names like Warmley
based Bath Ales, you will also find other
local discoveries such as the Chew
Valley Brewery from Pensford.
Another feature of Pomegranate's
integration into the community has also
transferred from the old premises.  Now,
a large exhibition wall provides
opportunities for local artists to display
their talent.  The current artists in
residence is Anna Smith with a stunning
display of aquatic images.  Ula says they
are happy for other local artists to
contact them.
Pomegranate is now open from 8am to
4pm on Mondays, and 11pm from

Tuesday to Friday.  Weekends are from
9am through to 11pm on Saturday and
closed on Sunday. While legend
proclaims the pomegranate as the fruit
of life, the brasserie which takes its
name has cemented its place over the

last seven years into the heart of the
Keynsham community. It embodies the
values of local enterprise and hard work
and it is already clear that the results are
being appreciated by a much wider
audience if recent comments on
TripAdvisor are anything to go by.

3-4 Market Walk
Keynsham
BS31 1FS
0117 986 4888

Advertorial 

New chapter in Pomegranate adventure
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Rethink over
Neighbourhood
Plan for Keynsham
Keynsham Town Council is to reconsider its position
regarding a Neighbourhood Plan following a meeting last
month between members of its planning sub-committee
and representatives from B&NES planning policy team.
As we reported in Issue 389 (17th September), a dozen
parishes in B&NES are at various stages of producing their own
Neighbourhood Plans but Keynsham Town Council declined the
option three years ago. Last week, the parishes of Freshford
and Limpley Stoke had their plans adopted, joining Stowey
Sutton, which was the first in the district in September.
Whitchurch, Chew Valley, Midsomer Norton and Publow &
Pensford are all at an advanced stage.
Established by the 2001 Localism Act, Neighbourhood Plans
potentially give local communities and parish councils greater
control over development in their area. Planning applications
which are currently reviewed against national and local authority
guidelines would also have to be considered against the
Neighbourhood Plan. There is also a financial benefit with
developer contributions coming to the parish council in certain
circumstances.
Following last month's meeting, the matter has been referred to
the full meeting of Keynsham Town Council, due to take place
on Tuesday 17th November. One possible point of conflict is
likely to arise over the ongoing Placemaking Plan, a draft of
which B&NES Council is close to producing for statutory
consultation.  Even with a Neighbourhood Plan, the local
planning authority is still responsible for the strategic context
and the Placemaking Plan, which has been worked on for the
last 18 months, is key to that. One of the big issues affecting
Keynsham is the ongoing debate over the leisure centre.
At the meeting with B&NES planning officers, it was suggested
that the town council would receive support for its aim but
should not involve itself in the elements of the Placemaking Plan
which are already well advanced.  
Next Tuesday's town council meeting is open to the public and
takes place at the Community Space at the One Stop Shop at
7.30pm.
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A Hanham Woods Academy student has picked up a Radio
1 Teen Hero award for speaking out about being
transgender.
Aaren Gielty collected his award on Saturday at the awards
ceremony - one of the biggest events in the pop music calendar
- held at London's SSE Arena, Wembley.
Hosted by Radio 1 Breakfast Show host Nick Grimshaw, the
event featured performances from top music acts Little Mix,
Nick Jonas, 5 Seconds of Summer, and All Time Low.
DJ Scott Mills said: “Aaren's is an incredible story that we
haven't really touched upon before on Radio 1.”
Aaren was born with gender dysphoria - suffering from
depression and anxiety because of the difference between his
male gender and biological female sex. He had the courage to
explain his situation to his academy counsellor and, when he
turned 16 on 1st March this year, his dad sent a text around the
family, asking for them all to treat Aaren as a boy. 
Because of Aaren's courage in explaining and publicly coming
out about how he felt, another younger pupil at the school can
now use the toilets and changing facilities of the opposite sex,
and change their identity on the school register and exam
papers. 
Staff have also undergone LGBT training and Aaren hopes

other schools in his area will soon do the same. 
Aaren uses social media as a way of communicating his
feelings and situation to his friends, talking about the issues he
faces on YouTube.
Academy counsellor Duncan Mathers said “The personal
courage and determination Arran has shown 'to be who he is' is
remarkable. This has enabled other young people to take steps,
however small, towards achieving their own identity. He is a
great role model and a caring young man.”

Hanham 

Transgender student picks up Radio 1
Teen Hero award
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St Stephen's Church of England Junior School in
Lansdown Road celebrated its Outstanding Ofsted report
with ice creams for the 353 pupils.
The school was graded as requiring improvement in September
2013 but has now completed a dramatic turnaround to be
classed as Outstanding across the board. 
Louisa Wilson, who took over as headteacher just three weeks
before Ofsted's inspection in 2013, said there had been a “huge
team effort” in the last two years to achieve the top mark that
Ofsted can give, and everyone was very proud.
The headteacher shared the good news with pupils in assembly
last Friday and to celebrate an ice cream van came into the
playground during the afternoon.
All elements of the school got top marks from the education
watchdog - leadership and management; quality of teaching,
learning and assessment; personal development, behaviour
and welfare and outcomes for pupils. 
Ofsted said the school has improved rapidly as a result of
outstanding leadership and “staff have an unstinting drive for
the highest academic and social success for pupils. There is a
whole-school expectation that all pupils will achieve highly and
any barriers to this are tackled without compromising this

expectation.”
The report says pupils make excellent progress and teachers
make lessons inspiring, motivating and relevant.
“The school's shared values of respect, honesty, trust,
responsibility, friendship and perseverance are evident in all
aspects of school life. Disadvantaged pupils and those with
special educational needs make the same rapid progress as
their peers. The gap in achievement between disadvantaged
pupils and others is closing rapidly. 
“The governing body is exceptionally effective. Governors know
the school well and robustly hold leaders to account for the
performance of pupils as well as for the quality of teaching.”

Soundwell 

Ice creams all round as
school celebrates top marks

Headteacher Louisa Wilson with the school's value
ambassadors 
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South Gloucestershire Council is to write to the district's MPs
asking them to raise with ministers the pressures on the local
children's services budget which is facing a £1.5m overspend.
The cross-party decision was made by the Children & Young People
Committee last week at the request of Labour Group deputy leader
Ian Boulton. It followed confusion over whether that communication
had been formally agreed at the committee's previous meeting in
September. 
Recent reports to councillors have shown pressures leading to
overspends in a large number of areas including fostering and
adoption costs, residential placements, special educational needs
transport and agency staff. 
The latest budget update, which councillors received last week,
showed that the pressures within children's services had worsened
by £380,000 since the September report.
Conservative MPs Chris Skidmore (Kingswood), Jack Lopresti
(Filton & Bradley Stoke) and Luke Hall (Thornbury & Yate) will be
lobbied in advance of the Government's Autumn Statement on 25th
November which will determine the level of councils' budget for next
year.  Ian Boulton said South Glos children's services were facing a
“financial cliff edge”. 
The chair of the committee Jon Hunt said he did not agree with that
description but accepted there were financial pressures on the
budget. Lib Dem member Ian Blair said the Government should be
made aware of the financial pressures created by its expectations
on local authorities which needed adequate funding to do what the
Government required of them. Speaking after the meeting, Labour's
lead member for children's services Gareth Manson said: “Two
successive budget monitors have shown that our council's
children's services face a financial cliff edge, with demand
outstripping our available resources in a large number of areas. 
“The Government and its local supporters must be told of the effect
of its cuts on the ground. I am pleased that the Children & Young
People's Committee has agreed to communicate our concerns to
the district's three MPs, and that there is no longer any confusion as
to whether we have made that decision.”
The director of children, adults and health will write the letter on
behalf of the committee, in consultation with the lead members,
noting the challenges presented by ongoing austerity measures.

South Glos 

Concern over £1.5m
budget overspend in
children's services
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2015 will long be remembered by Hanham resident Ron
Stevens and his family.  It marks 70 years since he landed on
Juno Beach in France during the Second World War and in May
he celebrated his 90th birthday.  
And to cap these two major achievements, last month he was
awarded the 'Legion of Honour' by the French Government in
appreciation of his bravery and distinction in the liberation of
France during the war.
Ron was born in Cheltenham in 1925 and as a 14-year-old
joined the Army straight from school. He became an apprentice
vehicle mechanic in 1939 and was not then to know how
radically his life would change in the following years.
He began his training in Jersey but in 1940, due to the war
creeping ever closer to the Channel Islands, was evacuated.
Once a certified vehicle mechanic he was stationed in Scotland
where he was trained to take part in the D-Day Landings.  
It fell to Ron and his colleagues to keep Army vehicles on the
road.  These included Montgomery's assortment of staff cars
and trucks.  The workshop was near Bayeux and was used until
the city of Caen fell.  However, with continual maintenance of
vehicles taking place, it was months before Ron eventually
made his way to Germany. 
Unable to return to England until 1947, Ron restored many
lorries, trucks and motorbikes. Once home he married his
wartime sweetheart and they had three daughters. Tragically
his wife died shortly after the third child was born, leaving Ron
with a young family to look after, with the support of his mother.

With trouble still brewing in Malaya and Korea during the 1950s,
Ron was in yet another war zone and served as a regular
serviceman until 1956.  Still wishing to be a part of the British
Army the Territorial Army was the next phase in his life.  He was
with them for 18 years and was awarded the Territorial Army
Efficiency Medal and Bar, making a total of 33 years' Army
service.
Ron, who has given talks to local schools and written
extensively about his wartime experiences, was at Hanham's
Remembrance service on Sunday, wearing his many medals.
Another Normandy veteran, Ken Terry, was at the service in
Hanham. Ken was born in 1923 and was in the Navy where he
worked mainly on tank landing craft.

Triple celebrations for Normandy war veteran

People of all ages turned out to show their respects at local
parades and services on Remembrance Sunday.
Among those paying tribute were members of Hanham Youth
Club who made giant poppies which they placed at the war
memorial outside Hanham Community Centre during the
service.
The cross has recently had a facelift. The granite stone has
been cleaned and repaired where it had cracked, the lettering
refurbished and artificial grass now replaces the real grass. The

work was funded by South Gloucestershire and carried out with
help from volunteers from Hanham Baptist Church.
Meanwhile Hanham Local History Society has written a history
of the cross which originally stood at the junction of Whittucks
Road and the High Street opposite the Blue Bowl pub.
The pamphlet, produced with the help of small grants from both
Hanham Abbots and Hanham parish councils, details the
history of the memorial from its original dedication in 1924 to the
present day, and copies were available at Sunday's service.

Members of Hanham Youth Club with their poppy tributes 

Ron Stevens with MP Chris Skidmore

The parade marched to St John's Church in Keynsham for a service
before reforming and marching to the war memorial at the park for
the two-minute silence at 11am

We will remember them

           



The Week in • Thursday 12th November 2015 23

Uniformed youth groups march through Longwell Green to a service at All Saints United Church

The parade through Kingswood town centre to the memorial in Holy
Trinity Churchyard

Hundreds took part in the parade through Staple Hill to the war
memorial in Page Park where a service was held

Wreaths at the war memorial in St Mary's Churchyard in BittonA large crowd at Warmley where the list of names on the war
memorial was read out during this morning's service
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Keynsham 

Pete's 'marathon a month' challenge
A local man is running a marathon per month in 2015 “for
the fun of the challenge”.
A regular sight whilst training on the roads in and around
Keynsham, Pete Clark, 46, from Kingswood, grew up in
Keynsham and attended Broadlands School. A one-time
Keynsham town councillor, he now works for Bath & North East
Somerset Council, and is based in Keynsham's new Civic
Centre.
A knee injury sustained in a hit and run accident revealed a
previously unknown obstinate streak in him: “The doctors said
that I may struggle to run around again which didn't really
bother me at the time, but, as I approached middle age, those
words did. One day I looked in the mirror and realised that I was
a heavy smoker and drinker with a serious weight problem. I
had to do something, so I thought 'I'll prove the doctors wrong'
and I started running.”
Pete ran the 2007 London Marathon in five hours but
afterwards found he was falling back into old ways: “I was still
drinking, smoking and had a poor diet, but I was woefully trying
to offset this by slowly jogging around the block so I entered the
2010 Brighton Marathon and joined Bitton Road Runners to
help me train for the event.”
He completed the Brighton Marathon in 3:27 and says that his
first thought after crossing the line was “I want to run a
marathon in under three hours”. Over the next few years there
followed a string of marathons in locations such as Edinburgh,
Wolverhampton, Rome and Snowdonia before finally, in
London, Pete recorded a time of 2:54. 
"By then I was doing two marathons a year, but I was finding
that my training was poor over the summer months and that I
struggled more with the autumn marathons, so I thought I'd try
something a bit different,” says Pete. 
"As I was regularly running 50 to 60 miles per week, augmented
by gym work and swimming at Keynsham Leisure Centre, I
thought it should be fairly easy to slot in a marathon every
month.”
After running a marathon in Florence, Italy, last November, Pete
took a month off before beginning his challenge in January. He

says: “There have been some highs and lows so far this year.
I've achieved the 'Good for Age' qualifying time for the London
Marathon three times this year, including at the recent Bristol +
Bath Marathon, and paced a work colleague to do the same at
the Great Welsh Marathon in Llanelli, but some of the lows have
been pretty bad.
"Blisters aplenty, eight and a half laps of an airfield and getting
lost somewhere in Wiltshire stand out but those are things that
have made this year so memorable for me.”
Pete, who moved to Bristol & West Athletic Club part way
through the year, has two more marathons left for him to
complete this year, Broadway in the Cotswolds and the
Portsmouth Coastal Waterside Marathon just a few days before
Christmas.
Looking beyond that he says: "I'll be heading out to Treviso,
Italy, with the family for another marathon at the beginning of
March. The aim is to run a personal best time. I'd like to see
how close to 2:45 I can push myself before I have to start
slowing down.”
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Council pledge to support Duke
of Edinburgh Award schemes
The council says it is prepared to support access to the Duke
of Edinburgh Award schemes in Bath & North East Somerset
despite a planned £30,000 cut in budget funding. 
Michael Evans, the councillor responsible for children's services,
made the announcement at last week's B&NES Cabinet meeting
in response to accusations that the council would be putting
hundreds of youngsters at a disadvantage for very little saving.
Cllr Evans explained that he believed in future that schools should
be the driving force in the delivery of the award schemes and the
council was working closely with the Duke of Edinburgh team on
transferring administration from September next year. She said
secondary schools in the area were being encouraged to register
as course centres.
There are, however, two Open Award centres within Bath & North
East Somerset where teenagers from any background can take
part and one is in Keynsham. Last month it held a very successful
open day at the Somerdale Pavilion and has over 30 teenagers
pursuing Bronze and Silver awards.
Referring to the two Open Award centres (the other one is in Bath)
Cllr Evans told B&NES Cabinet: "The council will work with both
(Open Award centres) to achieve a good solution that continues
to achieve wide access to the Duke of Edinburgh Award. The
council is prepared to commit additional resources across
2015/16 to support the development of alternative options for
open access centres and I am very willing to seek to find funds to

continue that support."
Training for the Duke of Edinburgh Award is
delivered entirely by volunteers and some of
those at Keynsham have feared for the future of the organisation
if funding is cut. 
One of them, Kevin, told The Week In: "I started working with the
centre by accident really. After seeing the commitment from the
young people and talking to the leaders, I could see how valuable
the scheme was. Since starting with the group I have not looked
back. 
"The centre is open to any young person wanting to take part in
the scheme no matter what their background. I've seen shy,
introvert young people start the award and see them develop into
confident outgoing youngsters. The funding cut for D of E in
B&NES would be a massive loss to the community and young
people that benefit from the skills and experiences they gain
doing the award." Another volunteer, Nigel, said: "As a centre we
are self-funding except for training which is both a legal
requirement and a practical necessity. We offer diverse groups
the benefits of meeting others that they may not normally interact
with. As volunteers, our commitment and motivation are second to
none. We do this because we believe in, and can see what the
Award can do.”
To find out more about the Keynsham Open Award centre call
07760 237663.
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CarpentryCarpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Car Repairs

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Accountancy
Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes
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The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Computers / IT Digger Hitre Electrical

Driveways

Garden Services

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Chimney Sweep

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
Electrical
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Home Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

Hypnotherapy

Plastering

LogsGarden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Plumbers

Pet Services

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Locksmiths

Logs

Kitchens

Joinery

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers Plumbers Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

TV & Aerials

Waste Disposal

Skip Hire

Security
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The annual Christmas tree lighting ceremony in Downend takes
place on Friday 27th November. 
The parish council welcomes everybody to this evening at which
there will be choirs from local schools performing from 4pm, as
well as cheerleaders and dancers, the Downend School
Concert Band and the Bromley Heath WI Choir. 
Elsa from Frozen will be switching on the lights on the giant
Christmas tree near the Horseshoe pub at 6.30pm.
Carol sheets will be provided for anyone who wishes to join in
singing Christmas Carols and there will be mince pies. Father
Christmas will also be in attendance.
There will also be balloon modelling, face painting, children's
fairground rides, Nativity dress-up and a treasure hunt in the
shops.
People are advised to park in the Co-op car park and walk
across the main road to get to the festivities. The road will be
closed for vehicles between 3pm and 8.30pm.

A tree has been planted in memory of the late Hanham parish
councillor Derrick Hooper.
His family, council colleagues, friends, neighbours and a
representative from Hanham Community Centre gathered at
Birdwood to see the flowering plum tree planted. 

When the tree is established, the parish council will also install
a plaque in his memory.  
Derrick, who died in January, aged 74, was well-known in the
Hanham area and the parish council thought a tree in his
memory was a suitable tribute. 
He lived in Mount Hill Road and represented the Mount ward
from 2003. 

Downend 

O Christmas Tree
Hanham 

Memorial tree for
Derrick Hooper

A new group called Laughs & Crafts, which involves knitting,
sewing, laughter, chat and refreshments, will be meeting at
Upton Cheyney Chapel, Wick Lane, on Wednesday 18th
November from 7pm to 9pm.
Contact Anthea Lovell on 0117 932 2338.

Upton Cheyney 

Laughs & Crafts

Waste DisposalWaste Disposal
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Crossword Solution
S T E T G S

S O D I U M I N D I T E
A D I P A U

O K A Y R E S O N A N T
U A Y S T

P A L P A T E S K I M P
U E A A

S T U M P A S I N I N E
O E A E A

S M A L L P O X R A C E
A L P U R A

S T R O L L A B O U N D
E W Y L W T

Sudoku Solutions

8 7 5 6 1 9 4 2 3
9 4 2 5 8 3 7 1 6
1 3 6 2 4 7 9 8 5
5 6 7 3 9 2 1 4 8
4 1 9 8 7 5 3 6 2
2 8 3 1 6 4 5 9 7
7 2 4 9 3 6 8 5 1
3 5 1 4 2 8 6 7 9
6 9 8 7 5 1 2 3 4

5 2 8 3 7 6 9 4 1
1 3 6 2 4 9 5 7 8
7 9 4 8 1 5 6 3 2
9 6 1 5 8 4 3 2 7
4 7 3 1 9 2 8 5 6
8 5 2 6 3 7 4 1 9
6 8 5 4 2 1 7 9 3
3 1 9 7 5 8 2 6 4
2 4 7 9 6 3 1 8 5

2 -Hard1-Easy

There are growing calls for a bylaw banning the use of
nitrous oxide canisters in public places in South
Gloucestershire.
Nitrous oxide - or nos - is now said to be the second most
popular drug in the UK and has been linked to several deaths.
People inhale the canisters of gas through a balloon to get a
legal high. The happy feeling has led to it being nicknamed
laughing gas.  

Side effects may include loss of blood pressure, fainting and
even a heart attack. Prolonged exposure can also result in
poisoning of the central nervous system. 
Empty silver canisters of nitrous oxide have become a common
sight in parks and open spaces and outside clubs and now
Bitton Parish Council has written to South Gloucestershire
Council asking it to consider bringing in a bylaw banning nitrous
oxide in public spaces. This step has already been taken in
Lincoln and in the London Borough of Lambeth.
Oldland and Hanham Abbots parish councils have also written
to support Bitton's stance.
The Psychoactive Substances Bill going through Parliament
would make a criminal offence of supplying nitrous oxide and
other psychoactive substances, except named exclusions such
as alcohol and coffee. Anyone convicted could face seven years
in prison, but possession would not be covered.
It is intended to shut down the trade in legal highs, which has
exploded in recent years, but critics say the law will only drive
the sale and supply of the drugs underground.
Nitrous oxide does have legitimate uses - it numbs pain during
medical procedures, is used in engines to increase their power
output and is found in aerosol cans, such as whipped cream.

Calls for 'laughing gas'
ban in South Glos

Members of St George in Bloom dodged the storm clouds and
rain last week to replant the three containers at the Kingsway
shopping precinct with colourful autumn flowering plants and
spring flowering bulbs.
Grenville Johnson, chair of St George in Bloom, said: 'Colourful
floral displays help to enhance the public areas where we live
and work, and this in turn helps to raise everyone's spirits, and
encourages a sense of civic pride. 
“Hopefully the displays will also enhance the area for the local
shops and commercial premises in this area.”
He thanked St George Neighbourhood Partnership for financial
support with the on-going project and Rod Pooley and the team
at Bristol City Council's Blaise Nursery for supplying the plants
and bulbs.

St George 

Floral display
brightens up
shopping precinct
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