
The Week in
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Issue no 396FREE

Rail electrification   . . . page 7
Keynsham station disruption next year

Bus service rethink?  . . . page 14
Some changes 'not quite right' says First MD

Skatepark arson . . . page 17
More troubles at Cadbury Heath site

In this week’s issue ......

Read by over 30,000 people every week
5th November 2015

                           



2 The Week in • Thursday 5th November 2015

     



The Week in • Thursday 5th November 2015 3

A man was this week in a critical condition after being
assaulted in Keynsham on Halloween night.
Two people have been arrested and bailed in connection with the
attack which happened near the new Civic Centre. 
The area around the clock tower was cordoned off for several
hours and at one stage up to eight police cars were reportedly at

the scene as well as paramedics.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “We're appealing for
information after a man in his 30s suffered a serious head injury
following an assault in Keynsham.
“The incident happened at approximately 10pm on Saturday. The
victim was attacked by a group of people and was taken to
Southmead Hospital where he remains in a critical condition.
“A 20-year-old man and a 17-year-old girl have been arrested and
released on bail, pending further inquiries.
“Anyone with information is asked to call 101 quoting crime
reference number 5215031050.”

Keynsham 

Man 'critical' after gang attack 

"The Heart of Keynsham"
walk and talk
The article we published in Issue 388 in September about
"The Heart of Keynsham" - a vision for the town from a local
resident - produced a considerable reaction and hundreds of
copies downloaded from our website.
Now, the author of the paper, Terry Edwards is organising
another of his 'walk and talk' events around the town centre
in the light of more recent events surrounding the leisure
centre, fire station and Riverside offices.  The walk is open
to any resident who wants to know more about "The Heart
of Keynsham" or contribute their own views.
The walk will take place on Tuesday 10th November at
6.30pm, meeting in front of the fire station on Temple Street. 

         



Swimmer Siobhan Marie O'Connor unveiled a plaque at
Bitton Station last week marking her exceptional
achievements.
The 19-year-old, who lives in Bitton, has won gold, silver and
bronze medals in European, Commonwealth and World
championships, and the parish council commissioned the
plaque in her honour. She was joined at the ceremony by family
and friends including her parents Lindsey and Sean, and her
brother Ciaran, 18.
The chair of Bitton Parish Council, Cllr Jane Allinson, said
Siobhan-Marie was “our special local heroine” and “the perfect
role model for young people in our parish”.
Later in the day, Siobhan-Marie, who trains for five hours a day

at the University of Bath, attended the Bitton Village Residents'
Association's annual general meeting to talk about her life as
one of the world's top swimmers.
She began her swimming career with Keynsham Swimming
Club and is still a member.
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Bitton honours local swimming
star Siobhan-Marie O'Connor

Jane Allinson and Siobhan Marie
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard

K E Y N S H A M        M I D S O M E R  N O R T O N        F R O M E

…PROTECTS YOUR LOVED ONES

0117 986 9141 www.fdc-law.co.uk

Preparing 
for the future...

At FDC Law our knowledgeable team 
can help with

Making a Will
Powers of Attorney* and Deputyship
Care fees planning
Tax planning and advice
Probate

*For a limited time, 15% discount for preparing  
a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time
as your will.

15%discount on

Powers of Attorney

5212 Private Client ad WEEKinKEYNS 184x131 15%discount.indd   1 29/07/2015   15:49

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Keynsham residents will have the chance to discover more
about the electrification of the Bristol to London railway
line and essential work taking place at Keynsham station
next Spring.
Network Rail and Great Western Railway are hosting a drop in
event at the Community Space in the new Civic Centre on
Monday 16th November (5pm to 7pm) during which it will
highlight the mammoth task it is currently embarked upon to
upgrade the route. 
Preparatory work will start in January and Keynsham station
and the line between Bristol and Bath will be closed between
2nd and 11th April. Rail replacement bus services will be put in

place during this period.
Preparing for electrification has and will involve either the
raising of bridge parapets or lowering of the track bed to create
the extra height required for overhead power lines along the
whole length from London to Bristol and onwards to South
Wales. 
The scheme is anticipated to be complete as far as Bristol by
2018.

Keynsham

Find out more about rail electrification
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The Bristol & District branch of the Campaign for Real Ale
is stepping up the fight to protect pubs from last orders by
applying to get a special listing for nine of them.
In April the Government announced new plans to extend
planning protection to pubs in England if they are listed as
Assets of Community Value - ACVs. There are already 800
pubs registered as ACVs across the country and CAMRA wants
to see this reach 1,500 by the end of this year and 3,000 by the
end of 2016.
The nine local pubs include the Cross House Inn in Doynton,
the King's Head in Whitehall and Farrier's Arms in Fishponds. 
Tom & Flic have been tenants at the Cross House Inn in
Doynton since August. Tom told us: "We believe that CAMRA's
campaign work, utilising ACV applications, in order to try and
preserve the traditional British pub is admirable, however we
also understand the frustration of some public house owners
who, irrelevant of tradition, need to make difficult business
decisions in what is still a fraught and unstable economic
environment.  
“As licensees ourselves we work tirelessly, listening to our
customers' needs and consistently provide excellent quality real
ale, fine wine and fine food at the Cross House Inn. 

“We appreciate CAMRA's existing efforts to promote excellence
in these areas through its Good Beer Guide which in our
opinion is where CAMRA has the real influence to help the
great British pub survive.”
Meanwhile as we have previously reported, a bid to list the
Tennis Court Inn in Kingswood as an ACV has been made by
locals with the support of MP Chris Skidmore.

Action to protect community
pubs from last orders

Cross House at Doynton
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Excavations in Upton Cheyney have revealed an important
Roman site.
Archaeologists led by Tony Roberts have uncovered what was
possibly a 2nd century domestic building, remodelled at a later
date in the Roman period as a workshop area. 
This houses a series of collapsed domes, originally of clay and
later of stone, probably ovens. Large millstones have been
found, so this may have been a milling area.
The site at Manor Farm has yielded hairpins, medical
instruments and brooches as well as a carved fragment of
second century Samianware imported from central Gaul, now

France, showing a gladiator with weapon raised.
In addition to this evidence of Roman occupation, smooth
stones have been uncovered, one of which is a possible horse's
head. This could be a piece of Celtic art, and indeed flint and
Iron Age artefacts on the site show that it was occupied for
some 6,000 years. Since there is no evidence of Saxon
occupation, it may have been abandoned later.
Tony and his team of volunteers hope to return to the site next
year.
Find out more about local history at www.bittonhistory.org.uk

Upton Cheyney

Dig yields insight into Roman times

Oldland Common 

Highest rating from Ofsted
St Anne's After School Club at the primary school has kept
its outstanding rating following a recent inspection by
Ofsted.
The inspector said that children were “engaged,
mesmerised and motivated by their experiences. They learn
new things and play with enthusiasm because of the
excellent quality of the provision on offer”.
They are said to have a love of learning and are well
behaved. The club opens each weekday from 3.25pm to
5.45pm during term time and employs 11 members of staff.
There are 72 youngsters on the roll.
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Thousands trapped during
marathon
Dear Sir,
During the recent Bristol + Bath
Marathon, a large area of Hanham was
isolated from its surrounding districts
and the residents were unable to use
their own cars to get in or out of the area.
The route of the race from Conham Hill,
onto Memorial Road and along Court
Farm Road to Willsbridge Hill was
closed to all vehicle traffic for about five
hours. Barriers were erected across all
side roads. Those who lived on the
route, or south of the route and north of
the River Avon, were prevented for using
their own vehicles to drive along or
across the route which is the only way of
getting out onto the roads which were
open.
The organisers delivered leaflets some
days before the race, saying there would
be road closures and to consult their
website for details, which gave
insufficient detailed information. A
contact point was given for further
information, which I used to find out that
if I wanted to use my car during the race
period, I was expected to park it outside
the closed area before the race and walk
to it when I wanted to use my car. 

For some people, such as those living by
Hanham Lock, this would mean a very
lengthy walk. No indication was given as
to how those who are unable to walk far
were to cope.
The organisers claimed they had
consulted widely before the event, but
Hanham Parish Council was not
consulted and I saw no evidence of the
residents being consulted. If South
Gloucestershire Council was consulted,
then it failed to ensure the
inconvenience of the race was at an
acceptable level and reasonable

alternative arrangements were available.
Alternative routes were provided for
through traffic, but many Hanham
residents were severely inconvenienced
for several hours with no alternative.
Other residents in North Stoke,
Swineford and Kelston were similarly
affected.
We need assurances from both the race
organisers and the local councils that
this foreseeable situation is not repeated
if the marathon is run again.
K Kemp
Longwell Green
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
6 7
9 3 6 8 4

5 7 9 8
8 5 2
2 7 9 8
7 5 1

4 1 3 2 8
1 8 4 2 9 7

2 7 5

4 5
5 8 2

9 3 2
5 8 9

2 4
7 4 2

4 9
3 8 1

1 5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 8th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Letters

             



Have your say on this
major project
Dear Editor,
On 19th October a planning application
inquiry was made for 110 apartments,
created by redeveloping the vacated ex-
council offices surrounding Keynsham
Leisure Centre.
The redevelopment comprises 17 studios,
40 one-bed apartments, 33 two-bed
apartments and 20 three-bed apartments.
The development involves a ground floor
and four floors above. To find the application
go to B&NES website home page, click
'Give us feedback on' then 'Online planning
application', search '17 Temple Street', click
on the application link and open tabs as
required ('Documents' followed by 'View
associated documents). The application
reference is 15/04723/ODCOU.  
The application was made by Montagu
Evans, chartered surveyors and property
consultants. They are acting on behalf of
Episo 3 Tree Properties Tranche C SARL.
My research into the latter leads to a
Luxembourg address (You could not make
this up!).  I could be wrong, but this peculiar
name appears to belong to a separate entity
(possibly for tax purposes) owned by
London-based Tristan Capital Partners and
holds a portfolio of properties (ex-Aviva
Commercial Finance Loans) purchased out
of receivership.
The application was submitted a few days
after the last town council meeting and
closes for public comments one day after
the next one! This seems amazing timing for
what is a major project right in the centre of
the town. Quick calculations for 110
apartments give valuations of £15m to
£30m, or £500,000 to £750,000 per annum
rent.
The application letter from Montagu Evans
implies that under current legislation it can
make the change of usage without formally
applying for planning permission and is only

asking if the council agrees on this point.
I have no problem at all with a change of
use from business to residential or with the
provision of much-needed homes for people
to live in. This is actually on council-owned
land, right in the centre of Keynsham, and
thus will affect the whole town. With total
lack of planning controls we could finish up
with anything between well-run, beautiful
apartments to something that could quickly
deteriorate into a '60s style, high density
occupation, crime-ridden ghetto. It is clear
that the motivation behind the application is
purely hard-nosed, profit-driven speculation,
with no regard for the residents of
Keynsham.
Surely the public have a right to comment
about what happens on council-owned
land? The time allowed for comments on the
application ends 18th November.  Go to the
application web page, make any comments
which you feel are appropriate and demand
time for a full public consultation. This
development will last for decades, time is
very short, so if you care about Keynsham,
do it now!
Clive Honeychurch

The great fob off
Dear Editor,
I refer to the news release of Menna Davies
(B&NES Communications and Marketing)
dated 27th October in which she mentions
“some local people raised concerns about
leisure centre proposals shown in an
illustration”.  I believe she was referring to
over 1,000 local people who, within a week,
signed an online petition.
The illustration, to which she refers, is an
official document produced at a B&NES
public consultation on 19th September. It is
difficult to believe this “illustration” i.e. that
there would be any serious intention to
knock down all those existing shops and
office buildings on the Riverside site and to
use the entire area to build a reduced
capacity new leisure centre with a few
parking spaces.
She then goes on to reiterate the timetable:
1: Allocation of new site November 2015. 2:
Further consultation December 2015. 3.

Consultation ref facilities to be provided in
Spring 2016. She simply fails to address the
argument raised in both the petition and in
letters to The Week In. This is that once the
site is fixed, what can be fitted (on any site
other than the existing Riverside site) will be
severely restricted.
In my view, B&NES planners have always
intended to select Ashton Way as the
preferred option in November. They will now
point out the recent planning application for
converting the offices into apartments at
Riverside. Consultation will then probably
comprise a 'divide and rule' exercise
involving 'persuading' (fobbing off) the
swimming lobby with much reduced
spectator facilities and 'persuading' the
sports hall lobby that totally inadequate
school facilities are the best that can be
achieved. Squash court users are, relatively
speaking, too few for them to worry about.
Of course, the existing offices at Riverside
will be, at some stage, converted into
apartments. Only a fully refurbished existing
Riverside Leisure Centre in its current
location will meet the current and growing
leisure requirements of an expanding
population. Is the current situation caused
by a cash-strapped B&NES Council
attempting financial 'remortgaging' to
mitigate unsatisfactory current leasing
arrangements, and thus to meet short-term
spending targets?
As previous writers to The Week In have
pointed out, what we need to do is invest in
the future. Do we settle for a quick fix now or
invest to make sound provisions for future
generations? What is decided now by
B&NES planners (in Bath) will fix leisure
facilities in Keynsham for the next 50 years.
Ian Long
Keynsham

What's happened to
Kingswood's proud
heritage?
Dear Editor,
Kingswood is blessed with a civic hub of
considerable amenity: two community
centres, the parish church, the park, health 
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centre and library - all held together by the
Civic Centre, newly refurbished with the
one-stop-shop, police desk, council
chamber, offices and training suite.
Great damage will be done to the town if the
heart is taken out by the closure of the Civic
Centre.  Already we have lost a supermarket
with its late-night opening and several
important bus routes. Must we trek out to
Yate, 10 miles away, for our civic needs?
Already, it has become easier to shop in St
George, taking even more business out of
South Gloucestershire. Kingswood was
once a borough with a proud heritage. Now,
we do not even have a town council to fight
for us.  No wonder we begin to look down-
at-heel.  Who cares! I hope our council,
which is supposed to serve us all, can think
again and give the town some support - or
has someone really got it in for us?
JB Reeves, Kingswood

Green Belt development
fears
Dear Editor,
Well, now we know. The call from regular
Conservative apologist to abandon defence
of our Green Belt, M O'Regan's letter in
Issue 395 clearly exposes current thinking.
Local Labour councillor Andy Perkins' letter
the previous week spelt out the immediate
threat to all such protective policies
following the Government inspector's ruling
in favour of greenfield development at
Charfield. The effect of this is already being
felt, with council planners quoting this very
'direction' when overruling local opposition
to unplanned piecemeal development.
Government instructions to relax other
planning controls by extending 'permitted
development rights', added to this latest
approval for greenfield housing in the open
countryside, totally undermines widely
supported long-term planning policies.
Those of us having a say on such planning
matters on behalf of Siston Parish Council

will now find our views ignored even more,
with professional planners having no choice
but to follow Government policy. Many
communities will be rightly opposed to these
enforced changes, but we just wonder
whether anyone will be able to hold back the
tide.
John Hunt
Warmley

Listen again
Dear Stephen,
While further letters about the new Civic
Centre in Keynsham are published weekly
readers may be interested in the following.
Keynsham Community Radio (KTCR)
recently broadcast two related features: an
outside broadcast on wheelchair access to
the new amenities, and an in-depth
interview with Sam Bell from the successful
leisure centre protest campaign.
Unfortunately the broadcast of these
features did not work consistently on the
podcast of the Keynsham Hour a fortnight
ago. 
Therefore we have decided, in response to
public comments, to broadcast them both
again on this week's Keynsham Hour. All of
which shows that more people are listening
to the weekly programme.
KTCR's Keynsham Hour is broadcast live at
1pm on Thursdays and the “Listen Again”
podcast is normally available from Fridays.
All best accessed from
www.somervalleyfm.co.uk.
Many thanks,
Ric Davison 

Keynsham South
by-election
Dear Stephen,
May I, through you, thank Keynsham South
voters for their kind support in electing me
their Town Councillor on 22nd October.  In
thanking the voters I also wish to thank my
fellow candidates for their courteous and
proper conduct throughout.  I assure them,
and all residents, of whatever political
persuasion, that, like them, I have
Keynsham at heart and that I will do my best

for everyone in accordance with what I said
in my leaflets.
Yours sincerely
Cllr Siri Edwards

Standing up for Keynsham
South
Dear Editor,
I would like to say 'Thank You' to the 195
electors who voted for me in the recent
Keynsham Town Council by-election. Your
support for my campaign is much
appreciated, and although un-successful on
this occasion, please be assured I intend to
remain as before an active campaigner on
local issues, particularly those affecting our
Keynsham South ward.
I congratulate Cllr Edwards on her election
and wish her well for the future. A number of
queries were raised with us during the
campaign, and I will endeavour to respond
to those still outstanding at the earliest
opportunity, again looking forward to further
dialogue on matters important to those who
raised them initially. I remain committed to
the Keynsham South ward.
Andy Halliday

Coffee mornings
Dear Editor,
People of Keynsham - has life made you
cynical, believing that there is no such thing
as a free lunch, looking for hidden agendas,
sub-texts and strings attached?
Well you can leave such thoughts behind if
you come through the doors of Victoria
Methodist Church on any Monday to
Saturday morning between 10am and 12
noon where you can have a tea or coffee for
a small donation.
You are guaranteed a friendly, loving
welcome.  You can quietly people-watch
(while maybe reading your newspaper),
have a chat or offload your troubles - pretty
much anything really.  Cartwheels are
discouraged for health and safety reasons.
So no sub-texts, hidden agendas, strings
attached or free lunches - simply a warm
welcome.
Winifred Rickard, Keynsham
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Means to measure human inteligence (2,4)
8 Country between Europe and Asia (6)
9 Welsh footballer (4)
10 Cut off (8)
11 Distant (7)
13 Wild (5)
15 Frequently (5)
17 Ancient kingdom of Ireland (7)
20 Anxiety (8)
21 Popular Cornish holiday resort (4)
23 A polite exclamation (2,4)
24 Fully informed (2,4)

DOWN
1 Latin word for water (4)
2 An abnormal swelling (6)
3 In accordance with accepted principles (7)
4 Small chair (5)
5 Cryptic or secret (6)
6 Religious word for revere or honour (8)
12 Scare (8)
14 Remain longer than acceptable (7)
16 Regard (6)
18 Untidy person (6)
19 Tired (5)
22 A series of connected spirals (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Means to measure human inteligence (2,4)7
Country between Europe and Asia (6)8
Welsh footballer (4)9
Cut off (8)10
Distant (7)11
Wild (5)13
Frequently (5)15
Ancient kingdom of Ireland (7)17
Anxiety (8)20
Popular Cornish holiday resort (4)21
A polite exclamation (2,4)23
Fully informed (2,4)24

Down

Latin word for water (4)1
An abnormal swelling (6)2
In accordance with accepted principles (7)3
Small chair (5)4
Cryptic or secret (6)5
Religious word for revere or honour (8)6
Scare (8)12
Remain longer than acceptable (7)14
Regard (6)16
Untidy person (6)18
Tired (5)19
A series of connected spirals (4)22

A charity which has so far raised almost £40,000 in
memory of a little Longwell Green boy is holding a
Christmas Toy Fair and Collectibles Auction.
The event in aid of the Joel Prince Starlight Fund will be at The
Batch Community & Youth Centre in Cadbury Heath on
Saturday 28th November from 10am to 4pm. 
Joel, who was two, lost his battle against a very rare cancer - a
Spinal Atypical/Teratoid Rabdoid Tumour - in January.
Treatment and cure for other children will only be possible with
clinical trials so his family have set up the fund to help  the
Children's Cancer & Leukaemia Group.
For the latest fundraiser, people are being asked to donate new
and nearly-new toys to sell on as Christmas presents, with
100% of the proceeds going to the fund. 
Joel's mum Mel Abrahams said: “We are putting out requests
for donations of new and nearly-new toys from all age ranges,
indoor or outdoor, CDs, DVDs, computer games and books but
no second-hand electrical or battery-operated toys. 
“We are also asking for vintage or collectible toys to put up for
auction, ranging from cars, trains, planes to action figures,
movie and TV collectibles, action figures, dolls and anything toy
related.”

Items can be collected from the BS15, BS30 and BS31 areas.
Email joelprincestarlightfund@hotmail.com 
The Batch will take in any donations that can be delivered to the
centre.
Meanwhile a runner took part in the recent Bristol + Bath
Marathon in aid of the Joel Prince Starlight Fund. Chris Blanden
completed the race in 4.21 and raised £1,580.
If you would like to make a donation to the fund, go to
http://uk.virginmoneygiving.com/SomeoneSpecial/JoelPrinceSt
arlightFund

Toy fair and auction in memory
of little Joel

Joel and Mel Abrahams

          



Bel Mooney, the journalist, author and columnist with the Daily
Mail, will be giving a talk about her latest book at St Mary's
Church Hall in her home village next month.

Bel's hugely popular advice column reaches six million people
every week and her latest book, called Lifelines - Words to Help
You Through, is a collection of some of her wise,
compassionate and honest words of good counsel.
The talk is on Friday 11th December at 7.30pm. Tickets are £5
which includes a glass of wine and are available from Ann Willis
on 0793 4375385 or by emailing bob.willis@talktalk.net
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Raising funds for
Chernobyl charity

Bitton

Talk by Bel Mooney

Two recent events held in aid of the Bristol Link of the
Chernobyl Children's Life Line have boosted the charity's
coffers.
The Link needs to raise £10,000 so that once again next
summer, 16 children from Belarus can be hosted for a
month's respite holiday to help them cope with the
consequences of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster of 1986.
This year's holiday was supported by more than 20
sponsors. At Christchurch Hall, Downend, last month, 40
people enjoyed popular ballroom and Latin dances as well
as sequence ones arranged by Peter Naish, the Link's vice
chairman and a ballroom dancing enthusiast. The event
raised £232. And the annual quiz night which took place the
following Saturday, with the same venue and organiser, saw
15 teams and over 120 'Brainiacs' taking part, reinforced by
a ploughman's supper. The event raised £991. 

         



The boss of First bus has admitted that some of the service
changes brought in over the summer are “not quite right”.
A catalogue of complaints was fired at James Freeman,
managing director of First Bristol & West of England, on Radio
Bristol last week. 
The Week In has also been reporting on local concerns and we
have published several letters from passengers who are angry
and frustrated about many of the changes introduced as part of
a widespread timetable shake-up across the wider Bristol area
in August. 
Speaking on the John Darvall programme last Tuesday, Mr
Freeman said services 42, 43, 44 and 45 were among those
which had been altered to make them more reliable: “They are,
but some changes to the outer areas - Cadbury Heath, North
Common part of the world - aren't quite right I think, and we are
taking suggestions from people as to how we might correct that
and at our next change, which is not unfortunately until next
spring, we will be making some amendments.”
One listener used to use the 44 (City centre - Cadbury Heath,
via Hanham) which had been every 20 minutes. It no longer
links Kingswood and Hanham which is now linked by the hourly
17 (Southmead Hospital - Keynsham). She told Mr Freeman it
doesn't always run and sometimes she ends up having to get a
taxi.
He said: “The 17 is supposed to run every hour and we are
taking some more measures with it to make sure that it does
run every hour.”
He was also taken to task by a caller over the termination of the
No. 5 at Oldbury Court as part of the previous timetable shake-
up in March aimed at improving punctuality and reliability.
This service from Bristol city centre used to go along Overndale
Road and down through the Bromley Heath area and out to
Emersons Green.
The caller said people living in the Overndale Road, Cleeve
Wood Road and Rockland Road area now had a quarter of an
hour or 20-minute walk to get a bus, adding: “We are absolutely
isolated here.”
Mr Freeman said the No. 5 was cut short for commercial
reasons because it didn't carry very many people. He explained
that in areas where there aren't many travellers, local transport

authorities decide which routes should be provided in the public
interest but “these days, funding for these sorts of operations is
nowhere near as prevalent as it once was”.
Giving a glimmer of hope to residents, he added that First was
currently “looking very hard at the No. 5”.
First currently has 150 vacancies for bus drivers and Mr
Freeman said the company was stepping up its recruitment
campaign.
Public transport campaigner David Redgewell is urging people
to get in touch with First with their concerns and complaints so
they can help shape the next review. He also highlighted the
bus petition on the websites of local transport authorities Bristol
City Council and South Gloucestershire Council.
The petition calls for South Glos Council and the Mayor of
Bristol to reinstate and jointly subsidise bus services 17, 17A,
42, 44, 81 & 83 in the Kingswood, Fishponds, Hillfields, Staple
Hill, Hanham, St George and Keynsham areas which have
been “cut or severely curtailed”.
He said: “These bus cuts have caused severe hardship to bus
users (taxpayers and voters) and have left areas of South
Gloucestershire and Bristol, including Hillfields and Lodge
Causeway, without bus services. Also, the cuts mean that there
are now no buses at all serving Filton Abbey Wood station.
These services need to be restored.”

Bus boss promises changes 
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an
effective and low cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

A strategy to take social care forward in Bath and North East
Somerset is being pulled together by Sirona care & health.
The not-for-profit organisation funded by the NHS and local
authorities held its first social care conference with speakers Lyn
Romeo, chief social worker for adults in England, and Sirona's
chief executive Janet Rowse.
The brainchild of Sirona's social care champion Simon Allen, staff
from across the social care spectrum gathered at The Bath Studio
School to reflect and plan for the future.
He said: “Sirona was one of the first providers in the country to
offer integrated health and social care within the community it
serves and we are all passionate about working together to
ensure our services are joined-up. But we also want to make sure
that we do not lose the different skills and expertise that we each
bring as professionals.
"By creating a strategy we will be ensuring that we have a strong
social work voice within Sirona whilst also continuing to develop
more joined-up services. This event was for all team members,
not just registered social workers.”
Janet Rowse told the conference: “It is a privilege to speak at the
first social work conference. Some of the things that make Sirona
tick, the values and principles, fit well with the core principles of
social work.”
She spoke about how she asks every new member of staff joining

Sirona to take personally the commitment they make to providing
care.
"I often talk about my late grandmother. She had a phenomenal

package of joined-up health and care and the social worker was
the lynchpin," said Janet. She said the conference gave time to
reflect, to have aspirations for the Future, but it was also important
to celebrate achievements. She mentioned the recent national
award given to Sirona for its Taking it Personally initiative which
she described as the start of a journey which will support
communities to reach their potential.
Sirona is also launching new community services across South
Gloucestershire and is inviting people to help shape them. 
More information and surveys can be found at www.sirona-
cic.org.uk/your-view

Planning the best social care 

Situations Vacant

Situations
Wanted
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The new skatepark in Cadbury Heath has been temporarily
closed and branded “unsafe for use” after being targeted
by arsonists.
Firefighters were called to the skatepark late on Thursday night
where a moped had been left in the middle of the £100,000
facility and torched. The fire severely damaged the concrete
surface.
There have been ongoing problems with noise and anti-social
behaviour, with the skatepark users blaming those who come
down and hang around.
Dan Lacey, who helped design the skatepark and is a regular
user, this week branded those responsible for the fire as
“idiots”. 
A South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson said: "The fire
that took place at Cadbury Heath skatepark has caused
damage to the concrete surface, leaving it unsafe for use. The
skatepark has been fenced off until repairs can be made and
warning signs are being put up.

"We are currently arranging for the damaged surface to be
repaired."
Oldland parish development officer Steve Skidmore said: “It is
extremely disappointing that this happened. It demonstrates
that the skateboarders are as much victims as the local
community. Everyone will need to pull together to stop incidents
like this happening.”
And local councillor Martin Farmer said called it a “completely
mindless attack on one of our community assets”.

Forty-five volunteers, past and present, met to celebrate
40 years of Friends in Need service to the community.
Under the umbrella of Churches Together in Keynsham
and Saltford, the Friends in
Need volunteers provide
transport to and from
hospital appointments for
patients unable to use
public transport and who
have no other way of
getting to hospital.
The evening was chaired
by Margaret Wilson,
chairman of Churches
Together in Keynsham and
Saltford, the prayers and thanksgiving were led by the Rev
Christopher Penn, who is a co-ordinator with Friends in
Need, and Mary Face, the present chief co-ordinator, gave
a brief history of how Friends in Need came about.
Drivers shared experiences they had had over the years
whilst transporting patients and the evening continued with
a buffet supper and the cutting of a celebration cake.
If any readers are interested in finding out more about
being a driver or a co-ordinator and fulfilling a very
worthwhile role to the community, more volunteers are
always needed. Contact Mary Face for further details on
0117 9863960 or email c.face@btinternet.com

A consultation took place earlier this year looking at the
difficulties faced by carers when the person they have been
caring for dies. Often a carer feels a loss of purpose, lonely and
isolated because all of the time previously spent looking after
that person is suddenly empty. 
South Gloucestershire Council, the Carers Support Centre and
the local NHS are now working together to ensure that former
carers know where to turn to for support when they need it.
One of the things bereaved carers requested was the
opportunity to meet other former carers in their local area and
the council has now provided funding for two meetings to bring
former carers together over tea and cake.
The meetings will be held in Kingswood on Tuesday 10th
November from 2pm to 3.30pm at the Community Centre, High
Street and in Thornbury  on Friday 20th November from
10.30am until noon at The Chantry, 52 Castle Street.
Free car parking is available at both venues. Contact Delia
Robins on 01454 615368 for more information.

Keynsham & Saltford 

40th anniversary
celebrations

South Glos 

Caring for bereaved
carers

Cadbury Heath 

Arson attack on skatepark
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PROPERTY NEWS

House prices went up by 0.6% in October and the average price
of a property is now £196,807, according to the Nationwide,
Britain's largest building society.
So what will that buy you in this area? Looking on Rightmove, it
would seem there is currently a limited supply in the £190,000
to £200,000 bracket.
In Keynsham Eveleighs are asking for offers in excess of
£194,500 for a two-bed flat, including garden and garage, in
Gainsborough Road.
In Kingswood Taylors want offers over £195,000 for a two-bed
semi in Orchard Road while for that price in St George, CJ Hole
have a three-bed terraced property in Hilltop View.
A brand new two-bed Persimmon apartment at Howsmoor Lane
on the new Lyde Green development is on the market for
£197,000 while in Staple Hill £197,500 will get you a two-bed
retirement flat in Albert Road.
And in Fishponds offers over £190,000 are invited for a three-
bed semi in Hillfields Avenue.

What the national
average house price
will buy you here
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B&NES will consult on leisure centre facilities AFTER it has
chosen the location
B&NES Council has confirmed it will consult with key
groups about facilities to be provided at the new leisure
centre for Keynsham - but not until after it has settled on
the location.
As we reported last week, the council has been attempting to
play down suggestions that there will be no sports hall or squash
courts, by issuing statements claiming the initial proposals were
only “diagrammatic” and the priority was to get feedback on the
location.  Now it has published an outline timetable for the
project which is envisaged to be in place in 2018.
September's public consultation exercise was to complete the
Placemaking Plan which must be approved by the Government
inspector as part of B&NES Core Strategy through to 2029. 
Three possible locations were put forward - Ashton Way, Temple
Street and a green field site adjacent to the bypass - and the
council now expects to
name its preferred
choice this month.  A
seven-week period of
consultation on the
Placemaking Plan will
then ensue before the
inspector examines it
next summer.
According to the
council's timetable, the
consultation process
with user groups and
stakeholders of the
leisure centre will begin
in spring/summer 2016
with construction to
start the following year.
What is concerning
many residents and
sports groups already is that provision of a sports hall and/or
spectator seating for the swimming pool will have a significant
impact on the space required and it is akin to putting the cart
before the horse if the location has already been chosen.
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n leisure centre facilities AFTER it has
Not so, according to the council, which insists: "This timeframe
will ensure that discussions can take place with residents and
various user groups to see how their needs can be met before
finalising the design and mix of facilities."
Martin Veal, B&NES' Cabinet Member for Community Services,
added: “We have a really good opportunity to provide new
facilities and opportunities for exercise in and around
Keynsham. We want to ensure we have really excellent
facilities with wide appeal to the many users who value the
social and physical benefits of exercise. 
“Working with our new leisure provider GLL we will consult with
key user groups as we develop the detailed leisure centre
proposals next year. We will ensure that the future leisure

provision in the Keynsham area links into our Fit for Life
strategy and the needs of our current and future population.”
It may also be significant that Cllr Veal's statement refers both
to 'the Keynsham area' and “in and around Keynsham” when
describing the new facilities. Note also the reference to B&NES
Fit for Life strategy which, as we reported in last week's issue,
makes clear swimming pools and gyms are preferred to sports
halls and squash courts, and that the council would be working
with Wellsway and Broadlands schools to complement its own
leisure facilities provision.

While the public was asked to comment on three possible
locations for a new leisure centre, a fourth option of
refurbishing the existing facilities, as is happening in Bath,
has not been discussed.
Keynsham town councillor Allan Sinclair however, believes
it could be a simpler solution and that B&NES should be
more open with residents about its plans.
"It beggars belief that B&NES now want the Keynsham
public to believe we must choose the site for the leisure
centre and then sit down and talk about what to put in it.
For all they have said about the initial plans being nothing
more than ideas, it is clear a lot of thought had already
gone into them" he told The Week In.  
"It would be better for all concerned if B&NES was upfront
with residents about its real plans rather than trying to give
the impression that all options are still on the table.
"Many people have asked me why we can't simply
refurbish the existing leisure centre. B&NES have
apparently said the costs would be 80% of a new build.  In
my view that's a win-win situation for the residents of
Keynsham - a leisure centre they want, where it is and a
20% saving!"

Why not refurbish
the leisure centre?
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Independent traders in Keynsham are joining forces to
take part in the Small Business Saturday event on 5th
December. 
Small Business Saturday UK is a grassroots campaign, which
highlights small business success and encourages consumers
to 'shop local' and support small firms in their communities.
The day itself takes place on the first shopping Saturday in
December each year, but the campaign aims to have a lasting
impact on small businesses
The Keynsham campaign is being co-ordinated by Fiona Wyatt,
of Wyatt Shoe Shop, with the support of Keynsham Chamber of
Commerce. So far more than 10 businesses have signed up to
the idea and more are considering it.
Fiona said: “In terms of the business side, I shall encourage
each participating business to entice customers on the 5th
December to their shops or websites, by giving something
away. The aim is to go above and beyond price reductions
which the larger businesses can do, and deliver a unique
experience.”
Those she has lined up so far are Dean Wood, of Smart
Computers, Dom Byard, of canine company Fenton & Charles;
Peter Morgan, of Jazz PC; Jon Gardner, of carpet cleaning
company Grimebusters; Nick Vaughan, of Bath Bakery; Andy

Workman, of the Beehive Practice; Rosie Pidcock, of jewellery
shop Trigaci; Cherry Foord and Chris Bollom, from Simply
Carpets; David Hewett, of iTeam Solutions; Zoe Wilkins, of
furniture company Truly Bespoke, and Debbie French, from
Perfect Fit.
To find out more about the Keynsham campaign email
fiona@wyattshoeshop.co.uk
You can find out about the national initiative at
https://www.smallbusinesssaturdayuk.com

Keynsham prepares for Small
Business Saturday

Dom Byard, Rosie Pidcock, Fiona Wyatt, Zoe Wilkins, Dean Wood &
Debbie French
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Unity Oldland Methodist Church is planning an £800,000
refurbishment.
In 2012, outline planning permission was granted to build two
new homes on the site of the church hall as part of a project to
relocate the church in North Common.  The application was
approved despite considerable opposition from local residents
and Bitton Parish Council.

Now, it appears that the North
Common project is not
proceeding and the church is
now looking to redevelop its

West Street site. The
proposal is to demolish

the adjoining hall
and build a
larger multi-
use hall with

a large entrance foyer
space which will become a

meeting place for the local community.
The chapel will be given a total makeover,

including the removal of the gallery and pipe organ and the
installation of a new AV system and control desk.
The provisional cost estimate for the project is just over
£800,000 and the church has secured just over £708,000,

including a Methodist circuit grant. The remaining £100,000
needs to be found through grant applications and local
fundraising and a launch dinner will take place on Saturday
14th November.
If planning permission is approved and there are no hold-ups, it
is hoped to go out to tender in the New Year, begin building
work in April, and reopen by Christmas 2016. Worship during
the months when the church will be closed for building work will
be at North Common Village Hall. 
The planning reference number is PK15/4650/F. The deadline
for comments is 19th November.

Oldland Common 

Church lodges redevelopment plans
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Major maintenance works are due to be carried out on
Westerleigh Road this month and people living nearby are
being warned to brace themselves for a lot of noise.
The section of road affected is from near Graham Road to
almost as far as Blackhorse Road.
The essential works involve deep excavations and
reconstruction of the road for five days from 16th
November. The work will start at 8am and finish at around
6pm daily.
South Gloucestershire Council has written to local
residents warning them that the works will create “a
significant amount of noise” but that every effort will be
made to keep disruption to a minimum. 
For the duration of the work the road will be closed and all
traffic will be diverted around the area.
Any cars parked on the road that could obstruct the work
will be towed away. Access to properties and amenities
fronting the site and whose only access is from the closed
road will be available at all times. 
The council has warned that bad weather could affect the
times and dates.

A marathon runner has raised around £1,200 in memory of little
Kelsey Smart from Kingswood who died of meningitis.
Shaun Amos, 33, ran the recent Bristol + Bath Marathon in aid
of the charity Meningitis Now and finished in 138th place in 3.14
hours. Although a keen sportsman and a manager and coach at
AEK-BOCO in Hanham, it was his first ever marathon.

Kelsey, who was five when she died at Bristol Children's
Hospital in February 2012, was a pupil at The Park Primary
School in Kingswood. Her parents Hannah and Jamie, who
have three other children - Simon, Bradley, Jayden and Shaya -
were among a large group of supporters cheering for Shaun as
the race brought him past Hanham Common.
His partner Kate Hale is a Slimming World consultant in
Hanham and Shaun was sponsored by members of her group
and by the Kingswood branch. Shaun thanks everyone who
sponsored him as well as Printsetters in Kingswood who
supplied him with the special T-shirt he ran in. 
Various fundraising events have been held for the Kelsey Smart
Forever Fund, raising almost £30,000 so far.
For signs and symptoms of meningitis go to the website
www.meningitisnow.org

Downend 

Warning of noisy
roadworks

Marathon effort in
memory of Kelsey
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Remembrance Sunday parades
Hundreds of people are expected to line the streets of
Keynsham, Staple Hill and Kingswood for Remembrance
Sunday parades this weekend.
The parade in Keynsham starts at Ashton Way at 9am and
marches to St John's Church for a service. The parade will then
reform and march to the gates of the Memorial Park for a
wreath-laying service and the two-minute silence at 11am.
The parade through Staple Hill sets off at 10.30am from Kendall
Road to Page Park where people will gather around the war
memorial. 
The Kingswood parade to the war memorial in Holy Trinity
churchyard starts at Cecil Road car park at 2.30pm.
Large crowds are also expected at other outdoor services at the
war memorials in Warmley (10.30am), Saltford (10.55am),
Hanham Community Centre (noon) and Mangotsfield
(12.30pm).
There will also be an open-air service in Fishponds Park on
Wednesday 11th November at 10.45am for 11am. 

The Keynsham Royal British Legion Women's Section is
holding a fundraising Christmas Fayre on Saturday 21st
November from 10am to 2pm at the RBL Club in Charlton
Road.
Father Christmas will be there and there will be pocket
money stalls for children to enjoy including a lucky dip and
tombola.
Other stalls include bric-a-brac and homemade cakes and
pickles. 
Homemade soup with crusty bread and teas and coffees
will be available. Entry is free and all are welcome. 

Keynsham 

Christmas fundraiser

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR 
SPECIALIST

� MOT TESTING STATION
� SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
� AIR CONDITIONING
� CAMBELTS & BRAKES
� CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
� COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
� COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
� TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
� SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS

AND MORE . . .

German Car Specialists with over 25 years 
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234

www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
� bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP

MOTORING

From Friday 13th to Monday 16th November, Vauxhall dealers
Saltford Motors and Dan Harford in Kingswood are giving away
£500 worth of free fuel on a wide selection of new cars and
vans.* In addition, motorists can also get 20% off all genuine
and approved Vauxhall accessories. 
The £500 free fuel offer is available on a wide range of models,
including the Vauxhall ADAM. Perfect for those who want to

keep connected while on the move, the ADAM comes with an
abundance of tech at the driver's fingertips through IntelliLink;
an innovative communications system which is fully
customisable, and designed with ease of use in mind. IntelliLink
operates through a seven-inch colour touchscreen, and can be
controlled via apps such as BringGo, Stitcher and TuneIn. 

THINK! - the Department of Transport's dedicated road
safety website - has teamed up with a farmer to turn
potential road hazards into impossible-to-ignore
warning signs. 
'Helpful hazards' is an online film featuring animals and
vehicles sprayed with helpful signs, prompting drivers to
slow down, anticipate hazards and brake before a bend, not
on it.
The number of people killed on country roads is nearly 10
times higher than on motorways. In 2014, 10,091 people
were killed or seriously injured on country roads; 60% of all
fatalities occur on country roads and a third of fatalities on
country road happen on bends.
You are advised to always drive at a speed which will allow
you to stop in the distance you can see to be clear (double
that on a single track road), and to allow more time to stop
on wet or slippy surfaces.
If you get stuck behind a slow-moving vehicle, be patient.
Dips in roads, bends and other junctions joining your road
often hide oncoming vehicles, so unless it's absolutely
essential, don't overtake.

Free fuel from
Vauxhall

New country roads campaign

          



The Week in • Thursday 5th November 2015 27

When passing more vulnerable road users, such as horse
riders, cyclists and walkers, pass wide and slow.
And even if you're familiar with a country road, never take it
for granted as the conditions can be different every time.
See the film at
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nSEa6Onkfys

s campaign

       



The Jolly Sailor is changing hands next week. Owner Carl Say
put the popular riverside pub and restaurant on the market
earlier this year and is moving to Australia.
Carl first moved to the area in 2001 from London when Young's
Brewery took over the Lock Keeper in Keynsham.  During his
five years in charge he oversaw the renovation and extension
works before moving to run his own business when the Jolly
Sailor came on to the market. 
During his 10 years in Saltford, he also owned the Riverside
Inn, selling it last year. Although he has spent a lot of time
between Saltford and Australia, he is now moving down under

for family reasons.
He told us: “I am not cutting all ties in the UK  and I will keep
another business interest going. I am excited to be spending
more time in Australia but I will definitely miss my customers
and all the friends I have made.”
The new owners, who take over on 11th November, already
have successful restaurants in Bristol and, according to Carl, it
is their intention to keep the pub running just how it is.
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There will be two guest speakers at the next meeting of
Bitton Parish History Group on Monday 30th November.
Jon Heyes will talk about local milestones and Anne
Lovejoy will give a talk on the 'Know Your Place' scheme
that helps to explore the local area through historic maps,
images and linked information.
The meeting is at St Mary's Church Hall in Church Lane,
Bitton, at 7.30pm for an 8pm start. Everyone is welcome.
Refreshments will be available.
For more information contact the group's secretary Mike
Gates on 0117 9328777.

Guest speakers at
history group

Saltford 

New owners at the helm of the Jolly Sailor
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People are being urged to support the One Show's
Rickshaw Challenge for Children in Need as it passes
through Keynsham, Saltford and Newton St Loe on
Tuesday 10th November - the fifth day of the ride.
Since 2011, the Rickshaw Challenge has raised over
£7.9m for BBC Children in Need.

Setting off on Friday 6th November from Land's End, the
team will work their way across England on a 470-mile
route to cross the finish line in Elstree on Friday 13th
November in time for the BBC Children in Need Appeal
Show.
The rickshaw will be pedalled by six young riders, all of
who have been supported by BBC Children in Need
funded projects. The One Show presenter Matt Baker will
cycle alongside the team. Expected arrival times in each
area will be available on the Children in Need website.

More than 10 million people in the UK get regular
headaches regularly, making them one of the most
common health complaints. 
For some people they are so painful or frequent that they impact
on daily activities or lead to missed days at work.
Headaches usually happen for a reason and for many people
chiropractic treatment can be a very effective way of treating
them instead of pain medications, which can be addictive and
have unwanted side-effects. 
Experts have discovered that most headaches are caused by
damaged joints, ligaments, muscles, and cervical discs around
the neck, all of which have complex nerve endings.
Willow Chiropractic at Emersons Green help patients with neck
tension, headaches and migraines live pain-free and are
currently running a special offer. Call before January and for just
£19 you will get an in-depth consultation about your headaches
with one of their experience practitioners. 
A complete neuromuscular and skeletal examination of the head
and neck will be carried out and if required, specialised X-rays.
They will then be able to map out how you can get rid of your
headaches once and for all. 
Willow Chiropractic is at Grahams House, St Luke's Close. Call
0117 369 7075. 

Staple Hill Methodist Church is holding a coffee morning on
Saturday 14th November from 10am to noon, with books, cakes
and gifts. Everyone is welcome.
Then on Saturday 5th December from 10am to 3pm the church
will be holding a Christmas tree festival with refreshments as
part of the annual Christmas on the Hill day. And at 7.30pm
there will be a concert by Called to be Saints West Gallery Choir.
Tickets will be available on the door.
Staple Hill Methodist Church invites you to join them in worship
at 10.30am and 6pm every Sunday.  A creche and Sunday Club
is available. 

Rickshaw Challenge coming
through Keynsham & Saltford

Cure your headache

Events at Methodist
church
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MP Chris Skidmore is donating part of his £7,000 pay rise
to help the Kingswood-based Jessie May Trust, which
provides hospice at home services to terminally ill children
in South Gloucestershire, Bristol, Bath and North
Somerset.

With the rest of the salary rise, he is setting up a
Kingswood Community Fund to make donations to
charities and community groups in the constituency over
the next five years.
The pay rise, which has taken MPs' salaries to £74,000 a
year, was recommended by the Independent
Parliamentary Standards Authority despite widespread
opposition, and some MPs said they would be donating it
to good causes. 

The annual coffee morning in Keynsham in aid of the Children's
Society will be taking place on Saturday 7th November from 10am
to noon at St John the Baptist Church Hall. 
There will be refreshments, a raffle, various stalls and a warm
welcome to anyone who would like to help raise vital funds for The
Children's Society.
Through working together with an extensive network of services
and volunteers the charity tackles child poverty and neglect head
on, from helping families trapped in debt, child runaways and
young carers, to stopping child sexual exploitation. 
In Keynsham and Saltford several people have Children's Society
collection boxes in to which they put their spare cash. Anyone
interested in having a box can find out more at the coffee morning.

Mangotsfield Pre-School has been rated as 'Good' by Ofsted
following a recent inspection.
There are 57 children on the roll at the pre-school which meets in
St James' Church Hall, Richmond Road.
Ofsted inspector Julie Swann said the children were keen, active
and motivated to learn and have many opportunities to guide their
own learning during free play. She said the managers and staff are
positive role models and the confident and well-behaved
youngsters are encouraged to help with daily tasks.
The reports also praises managers for maintaining good
standards of teaching and learning.

Kingswood 

MP gives away his pay rise

Mangotsfield 

Good report for pre-school

Children's Society coffee morning
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Angel Patch, a group for lone parents and their children
which meets at the Scout Hall in Two Mile Hill, is holding a
gig/talent evening on Saturday 14th November from 6pm to
8.15pm. The cost on the door is £2 for adults, £1 per child,
or £5 for family of four. 
The next get-togethers are on Sunday 29th November and
Saturday 19th December. There are toys, games, puzzles,
crafts and colouring for children, plus the chance for parents
to have a cuppa, a chat and relax. All events run from 2pm
to 4pm and entry is free, with a donation for refreshments.
The group, which was set up last year, was given funding in
June by the St George Neighbourhood Partnership.
Members have enjoyed outings this year to HorseWorld and
Noah's Ark Zoo Farm.
Contact Jacky on 0794 9039836 to find out more.

Support for lone parents

The powerful combination of the Olympic and school value of
'Equality' and the Fairtrade movement provided some thought-
provoking assemblies to Wellsway students at the end of last term.  
Students were reminded of the school's Fairtrade status and
invited to join in a number of awareness and fund-raising activities
including planning for a break-time tuck shop, making cakes at a
lunchtime cookery club and a poster project using Fairtrade
wrappers. 
Funds raised have purchased Gift for Life supporting schools
vouchers to educate children in the developing world.  

Avon & Somerset police are asking people to be on their
guard as a number of doorstep crime offences have been
reported in areas including Kingswood, Longwell Green,
Warmley, St George, Frome Vale and Stockwood. 
In October there were 14 reported incidents in which men called
on elderly and vulnerable people's homes and either tried to
persuade them to have work done or claimed to be from the
council or a utility company. In some cases they just walked or
pushed in when the door was answered or claimed to be working
on a neighbour's home.
On some occasions cash was stolen and in others the men tried
to get cash payments for carrying out unnecessary work. 
In most of the reported cases two men were involved and the
incidents happened between 10am and midday.
Police have carried out house-to-house inquiries and helped those
affected improve their home security. 
DCI Gary Haskins said: “Thankfully people are becoming more
aware of how to protect themselves from this type of crime. If
you're in any doubt about a visitor, ring us straight away on 101. If
you feel threatened, call 999. The key thing to remember is if
you're not sure, don't open the door. These criminals appear to be
heartlessly targeting vulnerable people. I'd urge you to keep an
eye on your frail elderly neighbours and call us straight away if
you're concerned about suspicious visitors.” 

Alert over spate of
doorstep crime 

Keynsham

Students help the
developing world
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Keynsham 

Helping to flush
away poverty
At its recent Harvest Service, Keynsham Methodist Church
launched its chosen charity for the year - Toilet Twinning. 
This is a Tearfund initiative in which funds are raised to provide
toilet facilities in Third World countries. £60 will provide a village
with a toilet, whilst £240 will provide a toilet block for a school. 
Our picture shows the Harvest display at the front of the Victoria
Church with an example of what a toilet in a village may look
like, together with a modern WC into which members of the
congregation were invited to make a donation. 

£355 was raised on the day and since then groups within the
church have committed themselves to the project.
The church will continue to fund raise on the evening of the
town's Winter Festival and would appreciate the support of the
wider community

Warmley 

Ghostly goings-on
at the Clocktower
Historic Warmley Clocktower has become a popular venue
for paranormal groups and investigators.
A clocktower and former pin factory built in 1743 as part of
William Champion's brass works, it is now a well-used
community centre.
A number of successful paranormal Investigations have
been held recently, with sounds of children walking, playing
and working recorded. 
Warmley Clocktower can be hired for such investigations. To
find out more, contact Lisa on 0117 9671655.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Planning Applications  

     



REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost

Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Blinds

Blinds
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Computers / IT

Carpet Cleaning

Car RepairsAppliances

Advertising

          



Directory & What’s On

Dance Classes
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An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Computers / IT

Digger Hitre

Electrical

Electrical

Events

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

         



Directory & What’s On
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy

Plastering

Logs

Garden Services Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Kitchens

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Home Help

Locksmiths

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Musical Tuition

Physiotherapy

Podiatry
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Plumbers Plumbers

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Roofing

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

PVCs, FASCIAS,
SOFFITS, &

GUTTERING
SYSTEMS

inc fitting by our
own qualified

craftsmen
FOR ONLY
£29.95

per meter
(normally £59.95)

15yr Guarantee, Free
Survey & no obligation

written quote

ALL
FLAT ROOFS

50% OFF
Full replacement of

a single garage
roof using 18mm
OSB Smart Ply

Boards & applying
EPDM rubber

Cover for

ONLY
£895

20yr Guarantee

Sewing Lessons

Skip Hire

TV & Aerials
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

TV & Aerials

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Young children enjoying a party at Meadow
Vale Community Centre on Saturday night
were terrified after a lit firework was thrown
in to the building.
Fiona Russell, chair of the Meadow Vale
Community Association, has condemned
the teenagers responsible and has urged
people to “name and shame them”.
She said: “I was shocked at the stupid
behaviour of local teenagers who threw a lit
commercial firework into the passageway
of the community centre during a
Halloween party for the under-fives. 
“Had any of them been in the passageway
the explosion and blast could have
seriously hurt them. As it was they were all

terrified and we all lost our hearing for
about 20 minutes.
“If anyone out there knows who they are, as
no doubt they will probably brag about it to
their friends, name them and shame them.”
“I know that the majority of local teenagers
will be annoyed by this as we have been
working together to make Speedwell a
better place.”
The incident happened about 8pm. There
were also reports of fireworks being thrown
at cars in the area that night.
Anyone with any information is asked to
contact the police by telephoning 101 or
Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Speedwell 

Yobs terrify tots with firework 

Waste Disposal

Venue Hire
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Crossword Solution
A O E S A V

I Q T E S T T U R K E Y
U D H O C N

B A L E I S O L A T E D
M C L N R

F A R A W A Y F E R A L
F L O T

O F T E N M U N S T E R
R S W T C

D I S T R E S S R O C K
G E A T U O

O H D E A R A U F A I T
T M Y Y F L

Sudoku Solutions

6 8 2 9 1 4 7 3 5
9 7 3 6 5 8 1 4 2
4 1 5 2 7 3 9 6 8
8 5 1 3 4 2 6 9 7
2 3 6 7 9 1 8 5 4
7 9 4 8 6 5 3 2 1
5 4 9 1 3 7 2 8 6
1 6 8 4 2 9 5 7 3
3 2 7 5 8 6 4 1 9

1 2 4 5 9 8 3 7 6
5 6 7 4 1 3 9 8 2
8 9 3 7 6 2 1 4 5
3 1 5 2 8 4 6 9 7
2 8 6 9 7 5 4 3 1
7 4 9 1 3 6 2 5 8
6 5 2 3 4 7 8 1 9
9 3 8 6 5 1 7 2 4
4 7 1 8 2 9 5 6 3

2 -Hard1-Easy

Keynsham Swimming Club's younger swimmers were
out in force at the Somerset County Development Meet
at Millfield School last month.  
This popular early season event in the local swimming
calendar provides an excellent opportunity for swimmers to
gain qualification times for the annual County
Championships held in January/February.  It is also a
perfect fixture for some of the younger swimmers to gain
their first taste of competitive swimming.
There were many personal best and county qualifying
times achieved alongside a very impressive haul of medals.
Andrew Turner, Gold Squad head coach, said he was very
impressed with the progress of some of the younger
swimmers, some of whom achieved medal success in only
their first or second competitive swims.
Keynsham also saw another of their dedicated volunteer
officials progressing through the ranks with Chris Metcalfe
passing his final assessment for the J2S qualification.
The Keynsham swimmers are now looking forward to their
highly competitive club championships held over two
weekends towards the end of November.  The club
championships will see Keynsham Leisure Centre packed
to the rafters with every inch of the pool spectator area
crammed with parents, grandparents and siblings keen to
see their swimmer compete against their club mates.
Keynsham's next team outing will be Round 2 of the
National Arena Swimming League in mid-November.
Keynsham have proudly maintained a South West Premier
Division placing in the national league for the past few
years despite having to compete with much larger clubs in
the area. Round 2 will see the team travel to Millfield once
again where they will be joined by local star Siobhan-Marie
O'Connor who has managed to find time to represent her
home club despite being in training for the Rio Olympics.

Medals galore
for Keynsham
swimmers

Longwell Green gymnast Commonwealth gymnast Claudia
Fragapane says she “couldn't be prouder” after helping
Britain's women gymnasts to their first ever world team
final medal.
The GB gymnasts took bronze at the World Championships at
Glasgow last Tuesday. The United States won gold and China
took the silver.
Claudia, who has just
turned 18, now has her
sights on Olympic glory at
Rio in 2016.
A member of the Bristol
Hawks Gymnastics Club,
Claudia became a
household name after
winning four golds at the
2014 Commonwealth
Games for Team England -
the first Englishwoman in
84 years to do so.
Speaking after last week's
medal success, Claudia
said: “This is a moment I
will never forget. We have
worked so hard and I
couldn't be prouder. Thank
you everyone for all your
support, we couldn't have
done it without you. We are
history makers.”
Last December Claudia, who has the nickname the Pocket
Rocket as she is just 4ft 6in, was crowned BBC Young Sports
Personality of the Year.

I couldn't be prouder,
says Claudia
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