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A public inquiry will be held after McDonald's appealed
against Bristol City Council's refusal to grant planning
permission for a Drive-Thru restaurant on Fishponds Road.
The scheme for the old Bristol Tile warehouse site was rejected
earlier this year on highway safety grounds. There had been
protest marches and rallies against the proposal in the chiefly
residential area, along with a 1,699-name petition and around 500
individual objections.
As well as road safety issues, local people were concerned about
the effect on air quality, litter, noise and odour, and the health
impact due to the proximity to several local schools.
The revised plans that the fast food chain has submitted in appeal
now include alterations to Fishponds Road which the No
McDonald's in Fishponds campaign group say will create more
traffic congestion and compromise road safety.
It is proposed to introduce opposing 'turn right' lane sections -
westbound into the site, next to the Star Inn, and eastbound into
Drummond Road, opposite the site. The group Fishponds
Planning, which campaigns for the local community to be involved
and represented in the development of their area, says the plans
illustrate that the existing eastbound bus stop and westbound bus
lane would be retained which equates to four passing vehicles
across the width of this section of road at one time.

A pedestrian crossing island is also proposed between the
existing eastbound bus stop and the entrance of Drummond
Road. Proposed alterations to the site include reducing the
existing entrance and exit points to a single entrance/exit next to
the Star and reducing the number of proposed parking spaces, as
well as alterations for the proposed manoeuvring of service and
delivery vehicles, including articulated HGVs.
The appeal documents can be viewed at www.bristol.gov.uk/
planningonline - search for reference number 14/04519/F.
Representations can be made to The Planning Inspectorate,
Temple Quay House, 2 The Square, Temple Quay, Bristol BS1
6PN quoting reference number W/15/3131829. Any views must
be submitted 5th November and the Inspectorate must receive
three copies of any letter. Views may also be submitted online at
https://acp.planninginspectorate.gov.uk/CaseSearch.aspx

Fishponds 

5th November deadline for comments
on McDonald's revised plans

        



4 The Week in • Thursday 29th October 2015

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

15,000 copies are distributed through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.  Verified pick-up rate of 97%.

Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Editorial Becky Feather 07973 839936

Christine Rogers 

Advertising Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website
(www.theweekin.co.uk) may be reproduced without the written permission
of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All rights reserved.

The Week in

The old Riverside offices on Temple Street in Keynsham
could be turned into over 100 flats following an application
lodged with B&NES Council by the current owners of the
building.
The application lodged with the council is to determine whether
planning permission would be required for the transformation of
office space into residential or whether the work could be carried
out under what is known as 'permitted development'. The Town
& Country Planning Act makes provision for certain works to be
completed without the need to obtain planning permission from 

Plans to convert council's old office block into
100+ homes
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard

K E Y N S H A M        M I D S O M E R  N O R T O N        F R O M E

…PROTECTS YOUR LOVED ONES

0117 986 9141 www.fdc-law.co.uk

Preparing 
for the future...

At FDC Law our knowledgeable team 
can help with

Making a Will
Powers of Attorney* and Deputyship
Care fees planning
Tax planning and advice
Probate

*For a limited time, 15% discount for preparing  
a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time
as your will.

15%discount on

Powers of Attorney
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the local authority and in the case of the Riverside, it is the fact
that much of building has stood empty since B&NES vacated.
The plans do not affect the retail units on the ground floor but
would turn the first to fourth floors into 17 studios, 40 one-
bedroom, 33 two-bedroom and 17 three-bedroom flats. The
application has been lodged on behalf of Episo 3 Tree
Properties, a company based in Luxembourg, care of
Addington Capital, the London-based asset management
company which purchased Riverside from the receivers when
the previous owner went bust. 
While B&NES Council owns the freehold, the Riverside
complex is subject to a long lease, previously held by property
company Topland. In 2013 B&NES made provision to pursue a
compulsory purchase order on the building if necessary.
Transport consultants engaged by the applicants have stated
that the building would generate less traffic in residential use
than it would as a full office and the lower level of the Civic
Centre car park, which is no longer available to the council to
use, would provide more space than is required under current
planning regulations. 
The plan also potentially scuppers one of the options put
forward by B&NES last month as one of the three locations
identified for the new leisure.  Although, as we now know, all the
plans presented in the consultation were only 'diagrammatic',
the option for a new facility at the Riverside was clearly shown

fronting Temple Street.
Consultation on the application is open until 18th November
and the planning application reference is 15/04723/ODCOU.

t council's old office block into
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Thousands of spectators lined the streets to watch thousands of
runners taking part in the first ever Sanlam Bristol + Bath
Marathon on Sunday.
The organisers said they were extremely pleased with the first
inter-city marathon in the UK and hope it will become annual
fixture in the running calendar.
About 6,500 runners started the 26.2- mile race along the closed
road route, with many fundraising for local and national
charities.

The marathon began at 9am in the centre of Bristol and took in
sights including Brunel's SS Great Britain before leaving the city
via Feeder Road and Crews Hole and crossing the border into
South Gloucestershire. 
Runners went up Conham Hill, along Memorial Road and Court
Farm Road and then down Willsbridge Hill and along the A431
through Bitton and Swineford, before crossing the Bath & North
East Somerset border just before Kelston. They then continued
into Bath where the finish line was in Royal Victoria Park.
The winner was Adam Holland, 29, from Nottinghamshire, who
crossed the line in two hours and 31 minutes and 29 seconds.
If you were inspired to take part you can pre-register for next
year's race at www.bristolbathmarathon.com

Hopes that marathon will
become an annual event

Runners pass the 19-mile mark at Bitton

Adam Holland, right, who went on to win the race, and
runner-up Tarus Elly coming through Bitton
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The Sort It centre at Carsons Road in Mangotsfield will be
closed to the public for two weeks next month for
improvement works which it is hoped will cut down on
queues.
The works will be carried out between 16th and 30th November.
Residents needing to get rid of household waste and recycling
during that time will have to use the other South
Gloucestershire sites at Yate, Thornbury and Little Stoke.
The entrance to the centre and transfer station at Mangotsfield
is in need of repair as the surface is starting to degrade and
break apart. The work will involve the complete removal and
replacement of the concrete base. At the same time three
additional parking bays will be created to speed up the wait. 
Meanwhile the South Gloucestershire councillor for the area,
Ian Adams, says there are traffic and safety concerns around
the Carsons Road centre and he has received numerous calls
from residents.
There have been occasions when bin lorries waiting for the
weighbridge inside the entrance have been queuing up outside,
causing “chaos”, particularly during the school run.
Cllr Adams said options has been looked at to widen Carsons
Road to create a filter lane to the Sort It centre but it was
sandwiched between protected common land on one side and
privately held land on the other. He added that action was

already being taken to tackle excessive van usage of the
centre, where those disposing of commercial waste often
“monopolise” bays for as long as 40 minutes. Vans will now be
restricted to a maximum of 12 visits per year to clamp down on
this. 
And with data collected suggesting that a number of people
using the centre come from outside of South Gloucestershire,
he said the pre-registration system being put in place was
already showing results.
The council has a webcam facility to allow residents to check
how busy Sort It centres are before setting off on the journey.
Images are streamed live on the council's website.

Mangotsfield Sort It centre to close
for two weeks
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Don't sit in silence
Dear Sir,
It is with some dismay that I have
become aware that B&NES plans for the
redevelopment of Keynsham Leisure
Centre do not include a sports hall or
viewing area for the swimming pool.
There are many who regularly use the
current facilities including the swimming
club, squash and badminton clubs. None
of the new proposals will allow for any
badminton or squash courts and will not
allow for any competitive swimming to
continue.  
I think the council should be providing
inclusive facilities that offer a cross
range of services to the local community.
I would encourage the local community
and leisure centre users to not sit in
silence but to make their views known
both to B&NES and local Keynsham
councillors if want to try and retain and
enhance the services on offer.
Keynsham Leisure Centre user

Fit for purpose
Dear Editor,
Much has been made of the need to live
within one's means and to wipe out the
current budget deficit.  Producing a
leisure centre which is unable to meet
even the current needs of the community

is an example of short-term thinking
which addresses only a current financial
problem and not the actual requirement.
The replacement for the current leisure
centre will have a design life of about 50
years.  Currently illustrated proposals
said to be 'draft only', do not include a
sports hall, spectator seating or squash
courts.  All three omissions are essential
for a large population the size of
Keynsham, Saltford and the surrounding
areas. These omissions mainly require
the provision of suitable enclosed space.
Hence, because of the simplicity of
structure and relatively little, if any,
requirement for plant, equipment and
energy, they attract very low capital and
revenue costs compared with those of
swimming facilities.
This is a 'once only' opportunity to get
things right, because after the
construction of a minimal leisure centre,
it will be impossible to tack on additional
facilities. I totally agree with the principle
that the current generations should not
leave a legacy of a debt mountain for
their children and grandchildren to pay
off.  On the other hand, for the relatively
minimal additional borrowing over 50
years, it would be even greater folly to
permanently deprive those same
children and grandchildren of such an
essential facility for their fitness and well-
being.
Steve & Val Purkis
Saltford

No improvement in my view
Dear Editor,
Well said John Aldridge (Letters Issue
394). It is wonderful that Pomegranate,
my favourite restaurant, has moved to
premises in the new buildings, at last
bringing some life to the dreary new
complex. 
Here my agreement with him ends. I am
partially sighted and do not go out at
night. The photo of the illuminated clock
is the best view of the design that I have
seen. In daylight it is as drab as its
surroundings. I had assumed that the
clock tower would be lit up in daytime
also. I cannot see much of the design
above the serpents other than flowers. I
cannot see the time on the clock face
from across the road. With the old one I
could.
Another letter from Terry Edwards
highlights the changing levels of paving
around the clock tower. I find it difficult to
negotiate it in daylight. I would not
venture there at night. I know Cllr Alan
Hale experienced the risks it poses to
older people and those with poor sight.
As someone who saw the old council
offices go up in the Sixties, I do not see
an improvement to our town!
Pam Moore
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

1 8 5 3 2
5 1 4 8

3 4 7
6 7 5

4 3
8 5 3 9 6

3 2 8 9
6 3 5 8
8 7 2 5 4

2
1 3 6

3 4
4 5 1 8

9 4
1 8 7

7
2 8 6 1 3

3 7 9 5 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 1st November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Letters

                 



Can you help museum?
Dear Stephen,
You and your readers are aware that the aim
of Kingswood Heritage Museum is to record
and preserve the story of the Kingswood
area, and to bring it to local people through
exhibitions, outreach to schools and so on. 
In particular we set out to illustrate our
industrial past, and so feature a major
display about the local boot and shoe
industry, including Moon's factory in
Hanham Road, Kingswood, pictured in the
attached photo.
People will know that the museum is sited in
the former Champion Brass Works, in Tower

Lane, Warmley. After the Works closed, the
premises had a variety of uses. Imagine our
surprise to find out only recently that one of
those uses, in the early 20th century, was as
a boot factory! We are always looking to
improve our displays, and we'd like to cover
this company, G I Jefferies, trading as the
Comfort brand, but we know nothing about
it, apart from the name. So we'd like to
plunder your readers' recollections to fill the
gap in our knowledge.
We'd be pleased to receive any information
about the firm, either via email to the
museum (kingswoodmuseum@gmail.com)
or, perhaps, through your pages.
Alan Bryant/Steve Wood, Joint curators

No regard for passengers
Dear Sir,
I too would like to complain about First's bus
service or, should I say, lack of it. The
Government is trying to get people back on

to public transport and ease congestion on
our roads. However, due to First taking the
No. 44 off the Hanham Road route,
everyone now has no alternative but to use
their cars. Hanham Road is the main road
between Kingswood and Hanham and now
only has one bus, which is the No. 17 and
runs hourly. Indeed if at all.
First have no regard for passengers.  Taking
off services and leaving residents with no
bus service to Kingswood or Hanham. We
even used to go into town using the 44 bus,
but unfortunately cannot do this anymore.
My husband and I are pensioners and it
would be impossible for us to walk to
Kingswood or Hanham. We have tried to
catch the No. 17 bus, but it is either late,
leaving us hanging around at the bus stop,
or doesn't turn up at all.
I agree with Mrs Vockings, that all the fat cat
bosses should be made to use the First bus
service as part of their job.  They may then
realise what a terrible bus service they are
providing.
M Miller, Kingswood

We are sorry to announce
Dear Sir,
Can I refer your readers to a news article
that Network Rail have over-run their budget
for electrification of the rail line into Bath by
£2bn, which will simply be paid off.
This was a small article inside the local
Metro newspaper and not even in the
national I.
When this was the NHS it was on the front
page, seems even the newspapers are
trying to undermine our beloved NHS.
William Houghton

Robertson's jam factory
memories
Dear Editor,
Is there anyone who worked at the
Robertson's jam factory in Brislington
between the years of 1940 and 1944 and
can remember Barbara Cox?  
My mum started work there when she was

14 in 1940 and often tells of the fun and
'goings-on' at the jam factory. 
I would like anyone who has memories of
that time, and perhaps remembers my
mum, to get in touch with me via The Week
In.
Name supplied

First have let us down
badly
Dear Sir,
I wholeheartedly agree with your reader in
Issue 393 that the No. 44 bus to Kingswood
should be reinstated without delay.
The No. 17 bus is totally unreliable.
With winter fast approaching and being a
non-driver, if I do travel to Kingswood I have
a number of options for getting home:

a) Wait one hour for the No. 17
b) Walk
c) Catch a bus to Redfield/St George and

from there a No. 44/45 or 37 to Bath 
(hourly) back to Hanham

d) Pay for a taxi
Added to this, a number of bus stops still
have no shelter.  Not much fun when it's
cold and wet and carrying shopping -
therefore not able to hold up an umbrella.
It's all very well having a free bus pass, but
not if you don't have an adequate bus
service.
First have let us down badly, when at our
age we deserve better.
Jenny Gosney
Hanham

Forum invitation
Dear Editor,
The Keynsham Area Forum was established
just over a year ago to represent collectively
the views and interests of Keynsham,
Whitchurch, Saltford, Compton Dando,
Corston, Farmborough and Chelwood. 
Following the recent AGM I have been
elected as the chairman and the vice
chairman is Adrian Inker. Our aim is to
refresh and drive forward this forum to be an 
effective voice for the local area and help 
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prioritise the issues that matter most. 
We aim to work with all the public services
to ensure they are aware of the concerns
and aspirations of the local community. 
How will we do this? Currently we have
meetings that are attended by Keynsham
Town Council, the parish councils within the
Forum area, B&NES Council, the police,
health professionals, district councillors,
local community groups and individual
members of the community. Adrian and I are
very eager to encourage much more
grassroots attendance and that is why we
are inviting any group or body interested, to
send along representatives to join in the
discussion. We would also welcome more
individual members of the public to attend. 
Normally lasting two hours, the evening is
split, the first hour is an open public forum
for attendees to bring their worries or wishes
and the other hour a main topic or update
from a specific and invited body, for
example, Sirona.  
So in closing may I seek your support,
through your attendance? If you are
interested then the next meeting will be on
November 24th at 6pm and it will be held in
The Space (above the One Stop Shop,
Temple Street, Keynsham).  At the meeting
we will be hosting the Annual Council's
Budget Fair where you will be able to ask
the council questions about their four year
financial plan and a presentation about the
West of England Joint Spatial Plan. We look
forward to seeing you then.
Alan Hale, Chairman. Tel: 0117 9837923
Adrian Inker, Vice Chairman
Tel: 0117 9862131

So much for local
democracy
Dear Editor,
After reading the denial in the last issue
from Chris Skidmore, the Kingswood MP, of

him ever objecting to the closure of
Kingswood Civic Centre, I have started to
suffer from a severe case of déjà vu.
My memory recalls he also denied his now
infamous remark a few years ago that there
were “no dead bodies lying in the streets” as
a result of his government's policies. He
once again reverts to the 'not me guv'nor'
stance that he has been misunderstood or
misquoted. No one believed him then and I
doubt anyone does now. He now proposes
that South Gloucestershire Council
meetings can be held elsewhere if the Civic
Centre is closed. I am absolutely
dumbfounded if he believes this to be true.
The Health Committee meetings on the
minor injuries unit at Cossham attracted
audiences of over 200 - they were even
queuing on the stairs. He spoke at them. Did
he not look around and see all the faces?
Such a gathering would not be possible
without the Civic Centre - so much for local
democracy and giving the public a voice.
I have also been told that every
Conservative councillor representing wards
in close proximity to the Civic Centre raised
their hands in support of its closure. Shame
on them!  Have they consulted with
residents as to their views? No, instead they
supported their leader, who I understand is
a farmer who lives in the rural retreat of
Oldbury-on-Severn - need I say more?
Brian Jones
A Kingswood resident who will fight the
closure

Green Belt is not just for
'NIMBYS'
Dear Stephen,
Andy Perkins' letter, Issue 394, clearly
indicates he has taken his party's Shadow
Chancellor's ploy of 'avoiding sensible
policy and playing tactical politics', to heart. 
Gordon Brown committed Labour to building
240,000 houses a year by 2016, but the
recession prevented any such attempt by
any party, however, due to the Lib-Lab
opposition to curbing immigration, at the last

election Ed Miliband trumpeted Labour's
target as 200,000. The Conservatives have
pledged to equal that figure with affordable
housing suitable for first-time buyers, not
the rich, so will Cllr Perkins come clean and
explain how this target could be achieved
without the realistic relaxations he
complains about?
For too long politicians of ALL parties have,
as here, pandered to the selfish NIMBYs in
communities like Saltford, where some
issues ago, someone expected sympathy
because they could see the roof of another
house from their back door. These first
polluters of the 'Green Belt', instead of
agreeing to a properly regulated extension
of their pleasant living conditions nearby,
have taken the 'I'm all right, Jack' position,
and screamed for protection. 
They ignore the plight of residents in places
like Easton and Windmill Hill, whose view
out the back window is a walled yard, 15ft
square, cluttered with recycling bins
because the front door opens onto the
pavement, and no prospect of any
improvement. Everybody should have the
right to 'Green Belt' conditions, i.e adjacent
green spaces to act as lungs, and with
sensible planning it's possible. What is
needed are constructive proposals, isn't that
what politicians are paid for? 
M O'Regan 
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The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve
the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to
refuse publication. Please try to keep letters under
300 words and supply your full name and address
for reasons of authentication.  Only the name and
district where you live will be reproduced.
Anonymity is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no later
than 5.30pm on the Monday of each week.  E-
mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Deep red colour (6)
8 Farthest within (6)
9 Catch (4)
10 Coin the sum of two old pennies (8)
11 Swiss village known for its cheese (7)
13 Projecting end of a piece of wood (5)
15 An important matter (5)
17 Large bladed knife (7)
20 Cutting implement (8)
21 Flowing garment (4)
23 Superior ventral surface of the body (6)
24 Choose not to participate (3,3)

DOWN
1 Thin (4)
2 Inflatable boat (6)
3 Characteristic (7)
4 Character in "Rainbow" (5)
5 Unit of electrical current (6)
6 Undermine someone's confidence (5,3)
12 Recuperative treatment (4-4)
14 Close enough to hear (7)
16 Break open (6)
18 Legal term for attached (document, file etc) (6)
19 Value (5)
22 Very dry champagne (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Deep red colour (6)7
Farthest within (6)8
Catch (4)9
Coin the sum of two old pennies (8)10
Swiss village known for its cheese (7)11
Projecting end of a piece of wood (5)13
An important matter (5)15
Large bladed knife (7)17
Cutting implement (8)20
Flowing garment (4)21
Superior ventral surface of the body (6)23
Choose not to participate (3,3)24

Down

Thin (4)1
Inflatable boat (6)2
Characteristic (7)3
Character in "Rainbow" (5)4
Unit of electrical current (6)5
Undermine someone's confidence (5,3)6
Recuperative treatment (4-4)12
Close enough to hear (7)14
Break open (6)16
Legal term for attached (document, file 
etc) (6)

18

Value (5)19
Very dry champagne (4)22

An author is donating the profits from her new book to
Keynsham Mencap.
Miranda McCormick, who has a relative who accesses
Keynsham Mencap's services, is giving the proceeds from
Farming, Fighting and Family: A Memoir of the Second World
War, to the group's 18+ Club for adults with learning disabilities.
The club has been running for 12 years, providing much-
needed social and leisure opportunities for adults with learning
disabilities, helping to fight the isolation and loneliness many
members face. 
Keynsham Mencap says it is very grateful for her generosity. 
Wiltshire farmer, author and broadcaster Arthur (A.G.) Street
was one of the leading voices of British agriculture during the
Second World War. His daughter Pamela,  herself an aspiring
writer,  was 18 when war broke out. Her contributions to the war
effort included working on her father's farm, nursing in the local
military hospital, and serving in the Auxiliary Territorial Service
(ATS).
Her future husband, David McCormick, served with the 4th
Royal Horse Artillery (RHA) in North Africa. Captured in
December 1941, he endured the remainder of the war in prison
camps in Italy and Germany.
Using previously unpublished diaries and letters, Pamela's
daughter, Miranda McCormick, skillfully weaves together her

family's very differing wartime experiences to give a candid and
vivid account of a West Country family living and working during
a time of national adversity. 
The book has a foreword by the journalist, editor, historian and
author Max Hastings. To order a copy go to
www.thehistorypress.co.uk or call direct sales on 01235
465577. 

Keynsham

Author donates book profits to Mencap
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Campaigners are keeping up their fight for minor injuries care at
Cossham Hospital.
All 25 GP surgeries in South Gloucestershire have expressed
an interest in taking part in a minor injuries service trial due to
start next April. The local Clinical Commissioning Group's
scheme is an alternative to the originally planned minor injuries
unit at Cossham.
Those who have fought hard for the unit say they want the
hospital, which reopened after a refurbishment almost three
years ago, to be included in the two-year minor injuries service
pilot. Speaking at last Wednesday's meeting of South
Gloucestershire Council's Health Scrutiny Committee,
campaigner Reg Bennett said: “Now that minor injuries services
are to be trialled, Cossham should not be denied that service
because it is by far the best option for Kingswood and district,
especially with X-ray facilities on site.
“We now appeal to this council to ask the CCG to reconsider
Cossham in its proposals. If it is affordable in 25 GP practices,
it is also affordable in Cossham Hospital, where it was planned.”
The chair of the Health Scrutiny Committee Toby Savage said
Mr Bennett would receive a response before the next meeting
on 18th November.

Kingswood

No let-up in fight for
service at Cossham

Longwell Green

Store relaunches
after takeover
The Morrisons M Local shop, which opened earlier this year,
relaunched on Tuesday under the new My Local chain.
A big restock was under way at the store on Bath Road and
signage was being altered.
The store is one of 130
previously owned by Morrisons
which have reopened as My
Local stores after Morrisons
sold its convenience store
chain to a team led by Mike
Greene, who has appeared on
Channel 4's Secret Millionaire
programme.
The Morrisons' stores made a
reported operating loss of
£36m last year.
My Local has agreed a supply
deal with Nisa and aims to
source at least five per cent of
its products from within a 15-mile radius of each store. Staff
have kept their jobs.

           



In the 1960s blues band The Poor Souls were regular
performers in the Bristol area.
Inspired by the Rolling Stones, Eric Clapton and early Blues
music, the band met when they were all at Withywood School
(now Merchants' Academy). 
One of their first gigs was at the Capri coffee bar in Moravian
Road, Kingswood. They also played the Corn Exchange,
Dugout, and the Bamboo Club in Bristol, and went on to play at
the Colston Hall, supporting nationally known groups including
the Moody Blues, Pretty Things and the Bonzo Dog Doo-Dah
Band.
The Poor Souls were together for five years before they split.
Bassist Ray Holmes is now a volunteer at Kingswood Heritage
Museum and the museum has set up a small exhibition to
commemorate the band, using Ray's collection of memorabilia.
The black and white picture shows the band against the
backdrop of Cabot Tower in 1966. And last Monday the band
held a reunion at Kingswood Heritage Museum in Tower Lane
where they recalled their happy days together and recreated
that sultry pose. 
Pictured from left are guitarist Dave Elias, who now lives in
Claverham, Colin Burnell, who played keyboard and was the
only band member who could read music (now living in
Cheltenham), drummer Terry Gay (Nailsea), Robin Burnell
(vocals and harmonica) who now lives in Tewkesbury, and Ray
Holmes.

For a time the band also had a saxophone player called Nick
King but they have been unable to trace him.

'60s band hold reunion at Kingswood Museum
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Then and now. From left, Dave Elias, Colin Burnell, Terry Gay,
Robin Burnell & Ray Holmes

       



The annual Candles of Remembrance service for families of
children who have died takes place at Victoria Methodist
Church in the High Street on Saturday 7th November, starting
at 3pm.
The service is an opportunity to remember children who have
passed away (of any age, either recently or a long time ago)
and to have their names read out in the roll call during the
service.
The service consists of poems, music, prayers and songs, and
parents are encouraged to request prayers or music that they
have found helpful and would like to share with others. There is
the opportunity to light a candle, write a message or say a quiet
prayer. At the end of the service refreshments are served in the
hall.
Everyone is welcome - children, parents, grandparents, family
and friends.
For more information (and to include your child's name on the
roll call) contact Jeff Sawyer on 0117 9754071 or the Rev Phillip
Simpkins on 0117 9862242.

Candles of Remembrance
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Dial-a-Ride wins gold
At the Keynsham in Bloom presentations recently,
Keynsham & District Dial-a-Ride won gold in the community
section.
The organisation was also the overall winner for the
community section.
It is the third year that the organisation has taken part in
Keynsham in Bloom, previously winning silver and silver gilt.
The theme this year was Art in the Landscape.
The design for the inside of a bus was created and put
together by driver Pam and grandchildren, drivers Debbie
and Kim and administrator Julie and grandchildren.

© D&DC Carrington

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Hanham Hall, the pioneering development of 185 eco-
homes, was named Sustainable Development of the Year at
the recent Top 60 Developments awards which celebrate
success and innovation in new homes.
It is the latest accolade for the development which has already
won a number of awards for design and sustainability.

Developed in partnership by Barratt Homes and the Homes and
Community Agency, the houses incorporate a range of energy-
saving innovations and use around 45% less water than
conventional homes. 
The first residents moved in to their new homes in the spring of
2013 and the development has now sold out.  Sales staff at
Barratt Homes say only one property has come onto the market
for resale in the last two-and-a-half years. 
Several of the homes are run by Sovereign Housing
Association.

Meanwhile Mama Bear's Day Nursery is to open a new nursery
in the renovated Grade II listed former hospital building within
the new housing development.
It will be Mama Bear's 22nd setting. The chain has nurseries
across Bristol, Somerset and Devon, including Brislington,
Crews Hole, Downend, Fishponds and Soundwell.

Hanham 

Another award for eco-village

Warmley 

Fundraising events to
preserve heritage
Two events are taking place at Warmley Community Centre
in early November to raise money for the Warmley WW1
Centenary Friends Group. All funds will go towards
enhancing, improving and preserving the Warmley Memorial
Gardens for future generations.
The first event is a quiz on Sunday 1st November at 8pm.
Doors open at 7.30pm. The maximum number for a team is
six and the cost to take part is £2 per person.
The second is from 7pm on Saturday 7th November which is
a screening of back-to-back episodes of Blackadder Goes
Forth. The entrance fee is £5 and fancy dress is optional. The
bar and food will be available throughout. For more
information contact Tracy Rogers on 07749 276378.
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Here's a selection of firework displays taking place across
the area next week.
On Monday 2nd November the 13th Bristol Scouts will be
holding a firework display and barbecue in the grounds of All
Saints Church, Fishponds. The event runs from 6.45pm to
8.45pm.
Keynsham RFC's annual display is on Bonfire Night itself,
Thursday 5th November. Gates open at 6.30pm and the
fireworks are at 7.30pm. Funfair, Hot food. 

Bonfire Night also sees the annual display on St Patrick's parish
field in Redfield.  Gates open at 6.30pm and the display is at
7.30pm.
On Friday 6th November Avon Valley Adventure & Wildlife Park
at Keynsham is holding a firework night from 5.30pm until
9.30pm. The display is scheduled for 7pm.
Meanwhile Our Lady of
Lourdes School in
Kingwood is staging a Big
Firework Extravaganza on
Saturday 7th November.
Gates open at 6.30pm and
the firework display is at
7.30pm.
And Bristol Telephone
Area Rugby Football
Club's annual firework
display at their ground in
Stockwood Lane is on
Sunday 8th November. Gates open at 5.30pm and the display
is at 7pm.

18 The Week in •  Thursday 29th October 2015

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

Find a firework display near you 
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Clairvoyant medium Steve Holbrook returns to Hanham on
Sunday 15th November as part of his nationwide tour. 
The former hairdresser regularly packs theatres across the
country and on cruise ships and his last visit to Hanham in 2013
was a sell-out.
Acting, in his words, as a “telephone exchange between this
world and the spirit world”, Steve was always aware that life
existed beyond the grave when, as a child he says he awoke to
find five soldiers marching through his bedroom, but could only
see the top half of them floating through the room. “This was
very un-nerving experience but it was to give me an early
glimpse of what was to come and now it's as natural as
breathing to me,” he says.
Steve started work in a busy Leeds hairdressing salon, and
having that personal contact with the customers, stimulated his
natural ability to hear the voices of spirits. People used to come
in for their hair cut, and often got more than they bargained for
when he passed on a message from a loved one. 
One of his best friends is Jane McDonald, singer and co-
presenter on ITV's Loose Women. Steve met Jane many years

ago and predicted she would be on BBC TV as part of a cruise
entertainment documentary. She didn't believe it but a year later
was the star of The Cruise docu-soap.
Steve has three books out
and has raised thousands
of pounds for charities
including £50,000 for his
local hospice in Wakefield.
Currently, he is raising
money for PACT - a charity
that helps terminally ill
children and their parents
across the country.
Doors open at the
Hanham Community on
15th November at 6.45pm
for a 7.30pm start.  Tickets
can be purchased in
advance on 01823 666292
for £17 or £18 on the door.

Popular clairvoyant returns to Hanham
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

This year's Hanham's Christmas Fair is on Friday 4th
December, starting at 6pm.
As usual many local shops will be staying open late and the
High Street, which will be closed to traffic, will fill up with
amusements, attractions, food stalls and street vendor stands
from small local businesses and charities. 
Last year the fair saw a record amount of visitors close to the
5,000 mark. Visitors came from across the local area and one
coach group even came all the way from Cirencester to join in
the festivities.
This year many regular stalls and traders are coming back,
including the travelling funfair and Santa's sleigh and grotto.
And the organisers are always looking for fresh, new and
interesting enterprises to take the opportunity to offer their
goods and services to the revellers.  
They say this is a great chance for new businesses to get their
name out there and drum up interest in their products and
services. Most years stallholders do extremely well and sell out
of stock. Stalls are £20 each for the night and there is a small
discount for charity stands. If you would like more information or
to book a stand contact the Hanham traders' team on 07423
439512 or email rich@dangraceaerials.co.uk

ADVERTORIAL

Thousands expected at
Hanham Christmas Fair

Winter Festival
This year's Keynsham Winter Festival will have Peter Pan as its
theme.
The event which marks the turning on of the Christmas Lights
on Friday 27th November will no doubt attract large crowds as
usual. Proceedings get under way with a procession along the

High Street and entertain-
ment on the stage, which this
year will be sited in Temple
Street. While festivities begin
at 6pm, road closures will be
in force from 3.30pm and
these will affect the High
Street, Charlton Road
(between High Street and the
Tesco roundabout) and
Temple Street (from Iceland
to Carpenters Lane).
Keynsham Dial-a-Ride will be
operating a free shuttle
service between the Waitrose
Car Park and town centre.
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d entertainment in November

Christmas and craft fairs

Last Night of the Proms

St. Barnabas Church in Warmley holds its Autumn Fayre on
Saturday 7th November (12 noon-2pm) at Warmley Community
Centre. It will be opened by 'Beryl' one of the 'Ugly Sisters' from
the pantomime Cinderella, the next performance by Warmley
Players.
There will be a Christmas fair on Saturday 14th November at
Kingswood Methodist Church from 10am to 2pm. Entry is free.
A Christmas Gift Craft Day is taking place on the same day from
10am to 4pm at Compton Dando Hall. The entrance cost is £2
or £5 to include lunch. Contact Harriette on 01761 490445 to
find out more.
Downend Folk House Association will also be holding a
Christmas market on Saturday 14th November from 11am to
3.30pm at Lincombe Barn, Overndale Road.
There will be a Christmas fayre at Emersons Green Village Hall
on Saturday 28th November from 10.30am to 2pm. As well as
Santa's Grotto there will be stalls, a café, displays on stage, a
raffle and games. 
And Unity Methodist Oldland Church is holding a Christmas fair
on Saturday 28th November from 11am to 2pm.

Longwell Green Orchestra will be performing a Last Night of the
Proms concert at Longwell Green United Church on Saturday
7th November at 7.30pm. 
The evening includes music composed by Elgar and Vaughan
Williams, last night favourites Pomp and Circumstance,
Fantasia on British Sea Songs and Rule Britannia.
Tickets will be available to purchase on the door with proceeds
being donated to charity. 
Further information about the orchestra, including current
vacancies, can be found at www.longwellgreenorchestra.net
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The Upton Cheyney WI Group, made up of six local WIs, met
together at Hanham Community Centre on 2nd October for a
special dinner to celebrate the centenary of the Woman's
Institute.  

Some 120 members from the Hanham Afternoon,  Hanham
Evening,  Longwell Green, Kingswood, Bitton and St George
groups enjoyed the meal which was followed by entertainment
by pianist Richard Lennox and singer Sarah. 
The audience joined in with songs from the shows and enjoyed
Richard's versions of themes including The Godfather, The
Merry Widow Waltz and Kismet.
Profits from the evening will be donated to the Jessie May Trust.
The Kingswood-based charity provides hospice at home
services to terminally ill children in South Gloucestershire,
Bristol, Bath and North Somerset.

WI members
celebrate centenary
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Young people who use the skatepark that's been at the
centre of anti-social behaviour complaints say they are not
the ones causing trouble.
The £100,000 skatepark, which opened earlier this year at the
old Warmley Golf Course site, was busy this half-term week
with young people of all ages on their bikes, scooters and
skateboards.
One local man who takes his young grandson to the skatepark
said it was good to see the young people “thoroughly enjoying”
the new facility. 
He said they were “polite, nice kids” but that in the evenings the
noise from the area is like “an open-air nightclub” and
properties in Cadbury Heath which back on to the golf course
site suffer as the noise can be heard above that of their TVs.
Problems with noise and anti-social behaviour were raised at a
public meeting in July and last week we published a letter from
a resident who told of ongoing problems including car horns
blaring, motorbikes revving, shouting and screaming. She said
at weekends “dozens” of youths sit around drinking, smoking
and using nos canisters. We understand that several people
have recently been banned from the area as part of their bail
conditions following arrests linked to anti-social behavour.
Skateboarder Dan Lacey, who helped design the skatepark,
stressed that those using it for what it was designed for were
not trouble-makers. Other young people spoke of how friendly

it was with all ages getting on well together.
Oldland parish development specialist Steve Skidmore said the
skatepark was a great resource, and praised the young people
who use it, but acknowledged there were ongoing issues
surrounding it. 
A working group of local residents, parents, skaters, police, and
South Gloucestershire Council and Oldland Parish Council
representatives is keen to address incidents of anti-social
behaviour and Mr Skidmore says any people wishing to be part
of the group can email him at stephen.skidmore@live.co.uk

Cadbury Heath 

Users defend skatepark's reputation

Dan Lacey, right, with fellow skatepark user Luke
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Keynsham 

Leisure centre location 'top priority' for now
B&NES Council has continued to try and calm fears about
facilities at Keynsham's proposed new leisure centre,
insisting that the first priority is to agree the best location. 
The public consultation which took place in September was part
of the process to determine the Placemaking Plan, which fleshes
out the council's Core Strategy for the district until 2029. The
location of the leisure centre forms a key part of plans for the
development of Keynsham over the next 15 years, during which it
will see a population rise of almost 20%.
Martin Veal, B&NES Council's cabinet member for community
services, has reiterated that the public event, attended by around
200 people and subsequent comments received, will inform the
next stage of the process before any final decision on location is
taken.  
In a statement last week, he said: “We'd like to thank residents for
all the responses we've received to this consultation on the future
of leisure facilities in Keynsham, and would like to reassure local
people that this is just the very start of the consultation process. 
“Firstly we have to consider the location as part of the
Placemaking Plan, and the responses we received from local
people at that meeting will be fed into that process.
“Once we have identified a potential location, further consultation
will take place, and the input we've now had from local people will
be very helpful in shaping our plans. The new facility is not
planned to be in place until 2018.”
Once a draft Placemaking Plan has been drawn up it will be
subject to a further seven-week consultation, either later this year
or early next year, prior to submission to the Secretary of State.
Meanwhile, the petition started by the Keynsham Residents
Leisure Centre Action Group on the www.change.org website has
passed 1,250 signatures and many who have signed it are still to
be convinced by the council's attempts at appeasement.  
While it is now claimed the drawings presented for the initial
consultation were simply indicative, the information about what
facilities would be included was quite specific in the exclusion of
a sports hall and squash courts. It is neither clear how the
inclusion of such a large facility would affect plans for locations
such as the Ashton Way option, where space is at a premium.
When B&NES councillors Charles Gerrish and Alan Hale told a
meeting of Keynsham Town Council earlier this month that the
leisure contract had been negotiated with provider GLL by the

previous administration, they were indeed correct.
Dine Romero, Liberal Dem Group leader on B&NES Council, told
The Week In: “The contract with GLL was negotiated during the
Lib Dems' administration of the council and we are proud that we
secured a deal bringing £15m investment in leisure facilities for
B&NES; including revitalised facilities in Keynsham and Bath. The
funding was set aside in our last budget of February 2015, with
the contract being signed off in early May 2015 by the strategic
director. 
“Due to the election 'purdah' this was not publicised at the time,
but was publicised by the incoming Conservative administration
who supported, confirmed and welcomed the contract. In fact the
Conservatives have supported the Lib Dem investment strategy in
leisure since before the election.”
And for the real reason why no sports hall or squash courts were
included in the “preliminary ideas put forward at a consultation
event in Keynsham on September 15th” you only have to look at
the 'Fit for Life' programme adopted by the last administration in
July 2014. 
Among the many laudable aspirations are some telling
statements: “Fitness suites, studio space and swimming pools
deliver far greater participation numbers than sports halls and
squash courts.”
And among the plans for Keynsham's new leisure amenity:
“Continue to work with Wellsway School and Broadlands School
in Keynsham to develop their facilities to complement the offer of
a new build.”

        



The Week in • Thursday 29th October 2015 25

Poppy Appeal launches
The Bitton & Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion
launched their Poppy Appeal at the Garden of Remembrance
at Payne Green on Friday.  And on Saturday the Kingswood
& Hanham branch launched their collection at the Kings
Chase precinct.
On Remembrance Sunday (8th November) the Kingswood &
Hanham branch will gather at Holy Trinity Church following a
parade starting from Cecil Road car park at 2.30pm. There will be
a wreath-laying service at the war memorial in the churchyard
followed by a service in church. Other outdoor services will be

held at the war memorials in Warmley at 10.30am and Hanham
Community Centre at noon.
The Bitton & Oldland branch of the Legion will be at St Mary's in
Bitton along with members of the parish council and Army Cadet
Force for a 10.30am service during which there will be an Act of
Remembrance at the war memorial.
On Armistice Day, 11th November, there will be an Act of
Remembrance at the war memorial at Holy Trinity with children
from the Park School while at the memorial in Bitton, pupils from
the Meadows Primary School will lay crosses inscribed with the
names of local men who fell in both world wars.

At the launch of Bitton & Oldland’s Poppy Appeal are, from
left, branch president Lt Col Ken Gibson, the chair of South

Glos Council Cllr Erica Williams, the chair of Oldland Parish
Council Cllr Ron Hardie & organiser Graham Downing

The appeal launch in Kingswood
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Caravans &
Motor Homes

Building Services

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Accountancy
Services

        



Directory & What’s On

Digger Hitre

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost

Dance Classes
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Computers / IT

Clock Repairs

Car Repairs
Chimney Sweep

Computers / IT

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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G

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance

Garden Services

Guttering Services
Kitchens

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

JoineryElectrical

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers Plumbers

Plastering

Logs

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

PVCs, FASCIAS,
SOFFITS, &

GUTTERING
SYSTEMS

inc fitting by our
own qualified

craftsmen
FOR ONLY
£29.95

per meter
(normally £59.95)

15yr Guarantee, Free
Survey & no obligation

written quote

ALL
FLAT ROOFS

50% OFF
Full replacement of

a single garage
roof using 18mm
OSB Smart Ply

Boards & applying
EPDM rubber

Cover for

ONLY
£895

20yr Guarantee

Roofing

Locksmiths

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS  IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Situations Vacant

Skip Hire
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Crossword Solution
L D F Z A P

C E R I S E I N M O S T
A N A P P Y

S N A G T U P P E N C E
H U Y R H

G R U Y E R E T E N O N
E E E U

I S S U E M A C H E T E
T N W R E

S C I S S O R S R O B E
U E R H E R

B R E A S T O P T O U T
E L H T O T

Sudoku Solutions
9 1 8 7 6 5 4 3 2
7 2 5 1 3 4 6 9 8
3 4 6 9 2 8 1 5 7
6 7 4 5 9 3 8 2 1
2 9 1 8 4 6 3 7 5
8 5 3 2 1 7 9 6 4
5 3 2 4 8 9 7 1 6
4 6 7 3 5 1 2 8 9
1 8 9 6 7 2 5 4 3

3 4 5 6 2 8 1 9 7
7 8 9 1 4 3 6 2 5
2 6 1 9 5 7 8 3 4
4 7 6 5 1 9 3 8 2
5 9 8 7 3 2 4 6 1
1 2 3 4 8 6 5 7 9
6 1 7 3 9 5 2 4 8
9 5 2 8 6 4 7 1 3
8 3 4 2 7 1 9 5 6

2 -Hard1-Easy

On Sunday 8th November the Avon branch of the Western
Front Association will hold a short commemorative service
at Greenbank Cemetery to honour the 311 serviceman of
both world wars who are commemorated in the cemetery. 
Everyone is welcome - gather inside the main gates at
Greenbank Road at 10.45am.
On Wednesday 18th November the military author Phil
Tomaselli will present an illustrated talk to the Avon branch
of the WFA at the Royal British Legion in Regent Street,
Kingswood, starting at 7.45 pm. The subject of the talk will
be the unusual military service of Reginald Bone who in
1916 hunted Zeppelins and shot down the first fixed wing
German raider over the British Isles and won an immediate
DSO. 
He then flew in the Aegean and having transferred to the
new formed RAF as a Wing Commander commanded a
RAF detachment in Murmansk.

Western Front
Association events Paddy (Nora) Carter has

died, aged 99.
Born in Ireland, Paddy
worked in the local town
until war broke out. She
joined the Wrens and was
deployed to Malta. 
Back in England, Paddy
met Roger Carter and they
moved to Birmingham
where Roger joined
Cadbury's. Jane was born
and in 1950 they came to
Keynsham where Siobhan
was born.
Paddy supported Roger with his work as director of Fry's and
played a key part in St Dunstan's parish. Following his death in
1980, Paddy remained busy and was a familiar sight on her
bicycle as well as serving meals at the Hawthorns Community
Centre. In her later years she lived at St Philip and St James'
where she regaled residents with stories and poems. 
She is survived by John, Siobhan (Jane died in May), four
grandchildren and three great-grandchildren. Her funeral is at St
Dunstan's at 10.30am on 13th November. 

Keynsham 

Paddy Carter dies
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