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The truth about the future of Keynsham Leisure Centre and
who actually knows what were mired in controversy
following a bizarre series of events last week.
When the Keynsham public was invited to comment on B&NES
Council's options for a new leisure centre last month, they were
presented with a choice of three locations - Ashton Way, Temple
Street and a greenfield site close to the bypass.  They were also
shown what the council and GLL, the company contracted to
deliver the facilities, anticipated would be included in the leisure
centre. Faced with an immediate reaction about the lack of a
sports hall, squash and badminton courts or a spectator area for
the swimming pool, B&NES moved quickly to claim that the plans
were indicative and no final decision would be taken without
further consultation and only when the location was finally
determined.

Last week, however, the new Keynsham Residents' Leisure
Action Group set up an online petition at www.change.org calling
on B&NES to commit to retaining these facilities in the town. It
reached the minimum 1,000 signatures required within days.
Then, at last Tuesday's Keynsham Town Council meeting,
B&NES councillors Charles Gerrish and Alan Hale attended to
answer questions from councillors in front of the largest publicly

attended meetings for a
number of years. Charles
Gerrish, who is also the
cabinet member responsible
for finance and efficiency, said
that the decision had been
taken by the previous council
administration which signed a
contract with GLL in March of this year.
However, at September's cabinet meeting, just days before the
Keynsham exhibition and consultation, capital expenditure of
almost £18m was approved as the council's contribution towards
GLL's refurbishment of Bath Leisure Centre and the provision of
new leisure facilities in Keynsham. The decision was seconded by
Charles Gerrish. At that meeting council leader Tim Warren did
qualify that the issues of the location and facilities to be delivered
in Keynsham was still to be agreed.  While no more details of the
precise contract with GLL have been made public, it was
interesting to note that another cabinet member raised a similar
issue about the lack of squash courts in the refurbished Bath
scheme and was told the council was in discussion with local
squash organisations about “alternative provision”.
Continued on Page 4

Keynsham 

New leisure centre continues
to court controversy

Charles Gerrish at last
month's cabinet meeting
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Continued from page 3
There are concerns that the contract signed with leisure firm  GLL
favours more commercially exploitable facilities, such as gyms
and soft play above community based facilities like badminton or
squash. 

Revisit the viability of a sports hall
However, last Friday, B&NES stressed again that the consultation
over what facilities would be included was still ongoing although
curiously, it has offered to "revisit the viability of a sports hall in the
new build development", suggesting that the proposals included in
the public consultation were indeed more than just
"diagrammatic”.
The council statement in full reads: “At this stage there are no
detailed designs and there will be further public consultation and
meetings with key user groups on the mix of facilities prior to a
planning application being submitted.  The drawings that were
displayed at the initial consultation were diagrammatic and are not
final design drawings.
"As the council has previously stated, this is just the start of the
consultation process and at the next stage we are keen to engage
directly with key representatives of user groups within the current
leisure facility. We are actively seeking contact email and
telephone numbers to ensure representatives from these groups
are engaged in the process.
"As a result of the feedback from this first stage of the process the
project team will undertake to revisit the viability of a sports hall as
part of the new build development - engaging with key cabinet
members and the council's senior management as part of the
process.”
See Letters page 10
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard
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a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time
as your will.
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Melonie

Keynsham fire station closed on Sunday ahead of the
opening early next year of the new £6.2m station at Hicks
Gate.
Crews are no longer responding to emergencies from
Keynsham although the station is open until 1st November for
people dropping in for safety advice. 
Fire engines are now responding to incidents in Keynsham from
Brislington.
Following the closure of Keynsham, a number of part-time staff
there are training to become whole-time firefighters. 
Chairman of Avon Fire Authority Cllr Peter Abraham said: “The
decision to close Keynsham and Brislington fire stations was
made in 2014 as part of the Investing for the Future programme
to make annual savings of £4.5m as a result of reductions in
funding from central Government.
“The regeneration of Keynsham town centre meant we needed
to move the existing Keynsham fire station. This provided us
with an opportunity to amalgamate the part-time station at
Keynsham and Brislington fire stations, which will both close,
into a new wholetime fire station at Hicks Gate.”
Avon Fire & Rescue Service Chief Fire Officer Kevin Pearson
said: “There will be a short period between the closure of
Keynsham fire station and the opening of Hicks Gate but with
crews responding from Brislington fire station, our response

standards remain the same. Keynsham fire station was
operated on a part-time basis with staff responding to 999 calls
via a pager. Brislington fire station is crewed 24 hours a day so
firefighters will be available to respond to calls immediately.”
As part of Investing for the Future, new stations are also being
built at Temple Back and Filton, as well as a new headquarters
initially earmarked for Keynsham although it emerged recently
that a site at Emersons Green is also in the running. No final
decision has yet been made.
The restructuring has also included the refurbishment of
Kingswood fire station which merged with Speedwell.

Keynsham fire station closes
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Closing Kingswood Civic Centre would remove hundreds of
jobs from an area with the worst unemployment in South
Gloucestershire, severely damaging the town's economy.
That was the warning from the Labour group on South
Gloucestershire Council last week during a debate in the council
chamber triggered by their motion calling for the closure plans to be
scrapped.
The Conservative-led council says that £450,000 could be saved
each year by closing the Kingswood centre and relocating staff to
the Badminton Road offices on the outskirts of Yate. The Tories
voted against the Labour group's motion on Wednesday, branding
it “premature”. Liberal Democrat members abstained.
But Labour wants the council to look elsewhere for savings and
says that lessons should be learned from the closure of the council
offices in Thornbury which have been lying empty for two years.
The council has a six-year programme aimed at saving £40m
annually by 2020 in in line with the Government's austerity
programme.
£6m was spent four years ago on refurbishing Kingswood Civic
Centre and Labour group leader Woodstock councillor Pat Rooney
said the council would be ridiculed if it closed it after that expense.
She said Kingswood's Conservative MP Chris Skidmore was
himself against the proposed closure.
Martin Farmer (Kings Chase) said shops and businesses in
Kingswood would suffer if the council relocated, saying the effect
would be “catastrophic”. He warned of the cost of maintaining an
empty building and the potential for it to fall victim to anti-social
behaviour, saying the empty Civic Centre could become a
“carbuncle in the middle of Kingswood”. And his fellow councillor
Kim Scudamore said the last thing that Kingswood needed was the
loss of the area's largest employer.
The council's leader Cllr Matthew Riddle said it would be a sad day
if the centre was to close but warned against being “sentimental”.
He said the Labour group seemed to want to protect surplus offices
while his party wanted to protect public services. He said the police,
library and One Stop Shop would be kept and the key message
was: “We are not abandoning Kingswood.”
He said there was the possibility of it being kept as offices if another
business moved in and if it was to become a residential site that
would bring people into the town centre.
He said the redundant offices in Thornbury would be sold shortly.

After the vote Cllr Rooney
said: “I was shocked by the
dismissive attitude of
Conservative councillors
who refuse to accept that
the Civic Centre is an
important community asset
that provides local jobs and
a sense of civic pride.
“The Tories bizarrely claim
that the building is full of surplus office space, despite the fact that
hundreds of people work there. They refuse to address the fact that
the building also holds the council's decision-making meetings
attended by the public, and that it hosts the training suite which is
busy running courses throughout the week. The council
deliberately created its own training suite to save money when the
building was refurbished at a cost of £6m between 2010 and 2012.
“Closing Kingswood Civic Centre would remove hundreds of jobs
from the area with the highest unemployment in the district, and this
is bound to have a bad effect on the local high street and trade. It
would also increase car journeys as staff and any member of the
public in the Kingswood or neighbouring areas would have longer
journeys to attend the council offices near Yate.”
Also speaking afterwards, Cllr Riddle said: “We will be consulting
on this at the appropriate moment and will make no decisions
without taking on board the opinions of everyone in South
Gloucestershire who wants a voice.”
Meanwhile Mr Skidmore this week denied that the claim that he is
against the sell-off of the Civic Centre.  He said: “Since the launch
of the review, I have met with Matthew Riddle to voice my belief that
frontline services such as the one stop shop and the police booth
must be protected. Cllr Riddle listened closely to my case, and I
understand that following this, new proposals indicate that a One
Stop Shop and police booth will be located in a new community hub
behind Kingswood High Street, which would help to link the traffic
into the One Stop Shop to the High Street.
“I have asked Cllr Riddle if it would be possible for the council to
look at engaging with all local communities across the Kingswood
constituency far better by holding full council meetings in
community halls in other areas of my constituency... opening up
local democracy and increasing engagement and participation.”

Conservatives dismiss 'catastrophe' fears
over Kingswood Civic Centre closure
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South Glos 

Warm tributes to
former councillors

The Hive drop-in centre for adults with learning disabilities
staged a successful art exhibition by members last week.
The centre on Two Mile Hill Road recently opened a new art
studio to provide its 200 members with the opportunity to take
part in art and pottery classes. 
And on Tuesday night there was the chance to visit an art
exhibition at the centre where 35 paintings were on display
along with clay work.
The exhibition was the idea of the Hive's chief executive officer
Liz Cooke and the theme was Nature. 

All the paintings were sold at the end of the evening to raise
money for the work of the Hive which works with people across
South Gloucestershire and Bristol and is a space to socialise,
play games and take part in a variety of activities. 
There is also an advice and advocacy service for people with
learning disabilities to understand their rights and help them
speak out for themselves.

Kingswood 

Nature theme
to Hive's art
exhibition 

Police are appealing for witnesses following a collision in
Bristol city centre in which a man from Staple Hill was
fatally injured.
Shortly before 10.40pm on Friday 9th October an articulated
lorry was in collision with a pedestrian in a mobility scooter who
was crossing a side road near the Primark store on the
Horsefair.
He died as a result of the injuries he sustained.
He has since been formally identified as David Stevens, 35,
from Staple Hill.
A police spokesman said: “We would like to speak to anyone
who was in the Horsefair area of Bristol city centre between
10.20pm and 10.45pm on that Friday.
“Anyone with information is asked to contact us on 101 and
quote log number 1029 of 09/10.”

Witness appeal
after fatal collision 

A minute's silence was observed at last Wednesday's
meeting of South Gloucestershire Council for five former
councillors who died recently - Thelma Smith, David Upjohn,
Doug Daniels and Ron & Madge Hudson. Councillors also
paid warm tributes to their former colleagues.
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Members of Cadbury Heath Community Choir performed in
Bristol Cathedral as part of the recent Bristol Festival of Song.
They were among the 100 singing acts taking part in the festival
which ran from 9th to 18th October.
The festival brought together enthusiasts from choirs and
singing ensembles all over the Bristol area, including Black
Sheep Harmony, who are also based in Cadbury Heath, the
Stockwood Happy Notes Choir, the Frenchay Foxes, the Riff
Raff Choir (Fishponds Group), the Emersons Green Community
Choir and Oldland Common based Nomine.
The festival saw concerts, workshops and flash mobs at various
venues. 

Sounds good

Cadbury Heath Community Choir

       



Let's enjoy what we have
Dear Stephen,
As the sun goes down and night falls,
just as the Komplainers of Keynsham
are sitting in front of their computers
writing letters to the local press on
negative aspects of the town, the centre
comes to life. 
This is the time when the doors of the
Space theatre are thrown open for the
public to see the latest performance (an
open mic session and Hands up for
Jonny Wilkinson's Right Boot most
recently). It is when the new
Pomegranate restaurant welcomes
customers to try their latest menu and
the Bonzo Lounge offers its own brand
of food. 
It is also the time when the clock tower
springs into life as the light inside
spreads its beams on the patterns of
stained glass. Contrary to the
assumptions of others, St Keyna's
snakes look more menacing than in the
daytime, a kingfisher sporting its red and
blue feathers can be seen much easier
than its true life counterpart that flashes
past along our rivers, and a Marbled
White butterfly remains all year instead
of just a few days in our fields in the
middle of summer. 
The logo of Keynsham Music Festival
reminds me that I have a job to do when

I get home. The ghosts of Keynsham's
past peer out of the tower that now
shows the correct time on all three faces,
thanking us for remembering the roles
they once played in the town.
We should all be enjoying what we have
in the town. Like it or not, our new centre
is here to stay and we can support our

local businesses, not least the
Pomegranate now it has opened in its
new premises after a hard struggle to
overcome adversities. We can look at
the artwork and appreciate the skill and
workmanship that has gone into the
clock before we wend our way home.
John Aldridge
PS. I believe that we failed to ask
Sebastian Boyesen to include an image
of the old clock tower within the new one.
Or perhaps we did and he decided it was
too ugly; then again, perhaps he has
hidden a miniature version within one of
the designs - I must take a closer look.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

4 8
9 2 7 4

1 8 4 9
3 4 2 5 1 6 7
1 3 9

8 7 2
1 6 5

7 9 3
5 4 8 3

3 7
6 5 2

9 6 1 7
8 3 5 6
7 3 8

2 1
4 6

9 1
6 7 1 8

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 25th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

                 



We need a dry sports hall
Dear Editor,
As a badminton player who has been
playing at Keynsham Leisure Centre
during daytime hours at least twice a week
for the last 25 years, I am appalled that
B&NES Council thinks that we do not need
a dry sports hall anymore. 
As well as being aerobic, badminton is a
very social sport which encourages people
to turn up every week to keep in touch with
friends they have made. My friends and I
also shop, and use cafes and businesses
in Keynsham and will probably go
elsewhere if the hall is not built. 
I urge anyone, whether they play
badminton or not, who is interested in
encouraging more sport and not less to go
online to www.change.org and select
Keynsham Leisure Centre Consultation.
Remember the dry sports hall also allows
many other sports to be played, many by
your children and grandchildren.
Julie Hughes, Hanham

Don't fob us off with
reduced leisure facilities
Dear Editor,
At the Keynsham Town Council meeting
held on 13th October it was revealed that
an overwhelming majority of the public who
expressed an opinion following the B&NES
consultation of 19th September wanted to
keep the leisure centre on the existing
(Riverside) site.  An online petition to retain
all the current amenities of the leisure
centre, started on 7th October, collected
over 1,000 signatures in just 10 days.
Keynsham people don't want a cut-down
version of the current facilities under which
half would disappear. For example the

Ashton Way site would only be suitable if
either the whole car park was taken up, a
high-rise development were to take place,
or there were to be compulsory acquisition
of land (i.e. that belonging to the Scouts or
Kwik-fit and Dribuild located at opposite
ends of the site).It is not possible to believe
the plans for Riverside shown as part of the
19th September consultation. What
happened to the space vacated by removal
of all those empty offices which currently
occupy three sides of the site? Is nothing to
take their place? The answer, of course, is
to build apartments there. The council is
sitting on a very valuable piece of land.
Locating the new leisure centre here would
not be convenient.
The Riverside site is large enough to
accommodate both a new leisure centre
with all the current amenities and additional
development, including parking for
apartments. This would of course be a
challenging proposition and not an easy
one like a cut-down facility in Ashton Way.
Will B&NES planners please listen to the
democratically expressed views of the
people of Keynsham and not go for quick-
fix solutions which fob them off with much
reduced facilities.
John Britton 

Skateboard park
Dear Editor,
This letter is in response to a letter by a
person named Jake. This was printed in
Issue 388 on 10th September.
The focus of his letter was the skateboard
park, Tower Road South, Cadbury Heath.
He says the complaints in a previous letter
were over-dramatic. He claimed he had
never seen condoms, nos canisters or drug
dealers, etc. These are some of the
complaints disturbing people in what used
to be a peaceful and well-kept area. 
He did, however, state there are a few
youths who come down every now and

again who have noting better to do than
make noise, smash stuff up and just be
general idiots. My husband and I were
most annoyed that the various descriptions
of anti-social behaviour seemed
disregarded or indeed disbelieved by the
writer. This has prompted me to give a
factual view. The litter is and around the
skatepark is disgusting - cans, bottles,
wrappers, broken glass etc. It looks a mess
and is dangerous. Everyday noise caused
by car horns, motorbikes, revving,
shouting, screaming and, if we are really
lucky, fireworks happen.
On two occasions at weekends when out
walking my dogs there have been dozens
of youths sitting around drinking, smoking
using nos canisters and swearing and
shouting at the top of their voices (not just
a few). We have seen well-behaved youths
using the park correctly but unfortunately
the behaviour of the others outweighs this. 
The area where it has been situated
(residential) has now become a magnet for
those who want to cause havoc. The
council could not have picked a worse
place. The sound barrier (a wooden fence)
has been proven to be a complete waste of
time and money. 
We have three anti-social behaviour
officers so far; also we can use the help of
Victim Support. But all they can offer is we
can talk about it. What good is that? Jake
also mentioned about getting kids off the
streets. What is wrong with the new youth
club which has cost a fortune?
A fed-up resident
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Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us

your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin

            



Bus service is a disgrace
Dear Sir,
I would like to complain about First bus
service 17 and 17a. After numerous
complaints to First it seems like they are
not willing to resolve the issue.
Residents of Willsbridge have been left
with unreliable service which only runs
hourly through Willsbridge and Oldland as
the 17A replaced the 42 (which was
reliable and running every 20 minutes).
Now the new service operates a very
limited timetable and not on Sundays and
bank holidays. 
The problem is buses running whenever
they feel like it. Every day is the same. Old
buses, breaking down, cancelling the bus
because of lateness. For example today
(13th October) the 17a due 10.22 from
Caldicot Close to Southmead didn't turn up
at all, leaving me no choice then walk a
long distance to catch a different bus to get
to my GP late anyway. I was not surprised
at all that the bus I meant to get back, the
17A due 12.05 from the Cherry Tree to
Keynsham, didn't show up at all, leaving
me again catching a different bus and
walking home. May I add that after a recent
operation I had to go to change dressings
daily. I'm in pain and had to walk and my
dressings are falling off now. 
This service is a disgrace and something
need to be done if First is not willing to
address the issue. 
Adrian Kucharski
Willsbridge

Catalogue of cancellations
Dear Sir,
I write in regard to the 'new improved'
17/17a bus service. Last December I had
two appointments at Southmead Hospital

on consecutive days and had to get a 42
bus to Kingswood from Oldland to then
pick up the 17 which on the first day didn't
turn up, and on the second day two
consecutive buses failed to appear so I had
to wait well over an hour. Fast forward to
September 2015 and I was looking forward
to having a new direct service with
promised improved reliability...
Well, a 20-minute hospital appointment
turned into a five-hour - yes FIVE HOUR-
round trip! The 17a from Oldland didn't turn
up so I got a 42 to Kingswood, then the
next 17 was 15 minutes late so I ended up
being late for my appointment, despite
leaving plenty of time, or so I had thought.
In desperation I even asked a taxi driver
how much it would be to get to the hospital
and it was £18 - too much for me I'm afraid.
Then the 12.10pm 17a from the hospital
was so late that it arrived at the same time
as the next bus, a 17, so they just took the
bus off completely and, after the driver had
had his break, I finally got the 17 at about
12.50pm and again had to therefore
change at Kingswood, finally arriving home
at about 2.10pm having left home at about
9.20am! 
Whilst waiting at the hospital the heavens
opened so I was wet through and cold
which was bad enough for me but God help
any elderly or frail person having to make
this journey.
I wish all those fat cat bosses of First Bus
were made, as part of their job, to use
buses on a daily basis and then they might
appreciate how terrible the service really is.
Mrs L Vockings
Oldland Common

Quad bike menace
Dear Sir,
I am seeking The Week In's to help track
down this illegal quad bike rider who has
been terrorising Park Road, Dunster Road
and Queens Road areas recently.

The young male is putting law-abiding road
users and the public at risk by his speeding
around the streets without tax, vehicle
registration and presumably MoT.
This picture was taken at 11am today
(Friday 16th October) and he was
witnessed by myself and another resident,
speeding along Park Road and
subsequently down Queens Road.
A total lack of regard for other road users
safety and a menace to the public on the
foot paths this must be stopped.
Residents have complained to the
authorities but nothing seems to happen.
Perhaps when the monitoring cameras
have been turned on, they will be able to
see for themselves.
Cllr Allan Sinclair
Keynsham Town Council
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Organisation responsible for law enforcement (6)
8 Nerve cell (6)
9 __ Nash of 18c Bath fame (4)
10 Spectator (6-2)
11 An unspecified person (7)
13 Attractive person (5)
15 Return money or a favour (5)
17 Small fish (7)
20 In maths, to have three points in common (8)
21 Meat of a calf (4)
23 Unkempt, disheveled (6)
24 Rural (6)

DOWN
1 Flat fish (4)
2 60 seconds (6)
3 Upper interior surface of a room (7)
4 Cause irritation (5)
5 Writing desk (6)
6 Take territory by conquest (8)
12 Delay your departure (8)
14 Term used to classify certain paintings (4,3)
16 Sharp-sightedness (6)
18 Peaceful (6)
19 Exclamation!!!! (5)
22 Enthusiastic (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Organisation responsible for law 
enforcement (6)

7

Nerve cell (6)8
__ Nash of 18c Bath fame (4)9
Spectator (6-2)10
An unspecified person (7)11
Attractive person (5)13
Return money or a favour (5)15
Small fish (7)17
In maths, to have three points in common 
(8)

20

Meat of a calf (4)21
Unkempt, disheveled (6)23
Rural (6)24

Down

Flat fish (4)1
60 seconds (6)2
Upper interior surface of a room (7)3
Cause irritation (5)4
Writing desk (6)5
Take territory by conquest (8)6
Delay your departure (8)12
Term used to classify certain paintings 
(4,3)

14

Sharp-sightedness (6)16
Peaceful (6)18
Exclamation!!!! (5)19
Enthusiastic (4)22

Green spaces under threat
Dear Editor,
Back in July I wrote to you regarding a
planning appeal at Charfield and how a
Government-appointed Inspector had
decided that South Gloucestershire
Council no longer had enough land
identified for house-building for the next 5
years. As a consequence the Conservative
government's National Planning Policy
Framework (NPPF) which contains a
presumption in favour of development now
overrides the Council's own planning
policies. In other words, the ability of the
Council to stop development in locations
where it doesn't want it has been
significantly curtailed.
The Conservatives running South
Gloucestershire Council decided not to
appeal against the Charfield decision
presumably because they were advised
that the Council's case was weak and that
the Inspector was right. Since the
Inspector's decision there has been one

major planning application at least (in
Thornbury) on a site not previously
allocated for housing where the would-be
developer is citing the Charfield decision
as a reason as to why they should be given
planning permission for 125 homes on a
greenfield site.
But the Charfield decision is also featuring
much more locally. Earlier this month,
councillors on the planning committee
covering Kingswood were told that the
implications of the Charfield decision were
important factors for them to consider
when deciding whether or not to grant
permission on the High Street to turn part
of a former business premises opposite the
Kings Arms into 6 flats. Permission was
subsequently approved.
The Charfield decision is, however, having
even wider implications than influencing
planning decisions. Over the summer,
South Gloucestershire Council consulted
on over 50 new or updated planning
policies to replace many dating back to
2002 and 2006. At the same time,
consultation was undertaken on whether a
large number of green spaces, a lot within
the urban and urban-fringing areas, should

be given the same protection as the Green
Belt. Lyde Green Common, which featured
in your issue last week, was on that list.
However, because of the Charfield
decision, ALL of this work has now had to
be “paused” for a year because South
Gloucestershire Council needs to find
more land to satisfy the government's
Planning Inspectorate that there is enough
for the next 5 years. 
What this means is that updated and new
planning policies which were written so that
the council could safeguard our area and
our residents against speculative or badly
designed planning applications will not now
be in place until at least March 2017. It also
means that an unknown number of green
spaces - a lot belonging to the council -
which could have been protected from
development may well now come under
consideration for redevelopment in an
attempt to satisfy the government's
Planning Inspectorate.
Yours sincerely,
Cllr Andy Perkins
Councillor for Woodstock ward,
Kingswood
South Gloucestershire Council

Letters
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Heart of Keynsham
Dear Stephen,
I noticed Bob Barley's somewhat
vituperative letter last week ridiculing,
among a whole raft other things, the well-
informed comments of Margarite Lush in
regard to the complexity of the shifts of
levels in the Golden Temple precincts.  Of
course, as Mr Barley is clearly a thorough
going acolyte of the Temple, he has failed
to see the problems its precinct poses for
the elderly and frail. He may know if the
RNIB were consulted by the “award-
winning” architects.  
However, such an aesthetic blend of greys
seems unlikely to have been so
considered, while his defence of the
devious routes to meet the basic legal
requirements for disabled access seem a
tad plaintive. Of course, this is a mere
peccadillo in relation to the efficiency gains
and environmental contribution produced
by the Temple. In this respect, and
respectfully, Margarite's idea for a museum
would be in keeping with the philosophy of

the clock which is designed to reflect
concern for Keynsham's past.
The Golden Temple and the Big Brown
Elephant are an easy target.  With so many
of the last-minute bits added to our £40m
“award-winning” Temple, it has ended up
appearing as muddled as Mr Barley in
misunderstanding the very real issues
addressed by the “unofficial” 'Heart of
Keynsham' document. That he (officially)
has not understood it (or read it) is obvious
otherwise he would realise that in calling
for a challenge to the accepted wisdom
that the current leisure centre cannot be
refurbished is very much in line with my
own view and comments. However,
Margarite, like many of our very elderly and
frail residents, is intellectually wholly with it
in fully comprehending the 'Heart of
Keynsham' document, a challenge, by his
own admission, beyond Mr Barley. 
Indeed, on a closer reading, he may find
that we are not so far apart as to the future
of our town. I challenge him to join me on
one of my 'Walk & Talks' and provide
serious input into the next edition (V5). In
the next couple of weeks I will announce
another Walk & Talk in The Week In,
inviting anyone prepared to give up an hour
of their time to come along and provide

feedback to help this next edition.  So look
out.
Terry Edwards

A matter of life or death
Dear Stephen,
A fact I have recently learnt from another
publication is that use of a defibrillator on a
person who is 'flat lining' is pointless. As
this was something I was not previously
aware of, it led me to wonder how many
others do not know this fact either.
Defibrillators, we are told, are quite
straightforward to use, with clear
instructions given. However, since the
appearance of defibrillators within our
community, I have questioned myself on
how confident I would be to step forward to
use one in an acute emergency situation.
I'd like to think I would without question.
I cannot be alone in those initial self-doubts
and I wonder if we as a community would
greatly benefit from a defibrillator
familiarisation presentation by a local
organisation. I feel this would boost the
community's confidence in the use of a
defibrillator, if the need arises, in what
could truly be described as a life or death
situation.
S Watkins, Keynsham

Letters
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Since 2011 we have teamed up with Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore to acclaim the pub in his constituency which
embraces all the qualities of a good 'local' at the heart of
the community. Previous winner have been the Upton Inn,
Queen's Head, Cherry Tree and last year, the Lock Keeper.
Chairman of the All Party Parliamentary Beer Group, Chris has
been heavily involved in the fight to save the diminishing
number of pubs in the area since first elected the MP for
Kingswood in 2010. He has been involved in the saving of the
Lamb at Cadbury Heath and the reopening of the White Hart in
Bitton.  Currently he is supporting moves to have the Tennis
Court pub listed as an Asset of Community Value to protect it
against speculative property development.
Launching this year's event the MP told The Week In:  ”I'm
delighted that I'm still able to continue the Kingswood
Community Pub of the Year award after five years- it is proved
a great way for local pubs to highlight what they have done for
their local communities, rather than just being a place to get a
good pint or a meal. 
“Several pubs have used the award to highlight their own
popularity, and I'm glad that the award has continued to be a
success."
He has written to pub landlords in the constituency inviting them

to say why they think their pub should be considered this year
and let him know of what charity and community events they
are involved in. The aim is to acknowledge the establishment
that not only serves a good pint but plays a vital role in the local
community.
Nominations close at the end of October, after which a shortlist
will be drawn up for a visit. The winner will be announced
towards the end of November and we will feature it in a
forthcoming issue of The Week In. To nominate your pub simply
email your details to chris.skidmore.mp@parliament.uk by 31st
October.

Nominate your local for
community pub award
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Chris Skidmore with Samir Hadzigrahic from the Lock Keeper
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Situations Vacant

A racing car built from scratch in a Hanham garage has won the
Sports & GT Championship at Castle Combe.
The Vauxhall Tigra Silhouette was built from scratch in Jerry
Irwin's garage in Hanham. Driven by Oliver Bull, from Bath, it
won its first outing at Easter at Castle Combe.
And after a great season Oliver, took the championship title at
the Wiltshire circuit on 10th October. 
The car is sponsored by Bernard Jackson, of Fleurtations florist
in Hanham High Street, who has known Jerry for many years
and is an ex-racing driver himself.

Car built in Hanham
wins prestigious race

A recent fundraising event held at the Royal British Legion Club
in Keynsham in aid of a sick five-year-old boy raised almost
£1,700.
During the evening, which included soul, reggae and Tamla
Motown music, brave Lynne Haddow, a receptionist at
Keynsham Dental Practice, had her head shaved in aid of
Morgan's Mission.
Morgan Bishop is the grandson of Stephen Harwood, from
Longwell Green.  The five-year-old not only suffers from
Nephrotic Syndrome, a life-threatening kidney disease, but also
has food allergies and severe eczema.
The fundraising is to provide treatment at a hydrotherapy centre
in France and ongoing care.
There were also bucket collections at the event at the Legion
and a raffle with a holiday as one of the prizes.
Mr Harwood collected a further £400 from collections for the
cause when he went to the Woolacombe Scooter Rally.
To find out how you can donate to the cause go to 'Morgans
Mission' on Facebook.

Keynsham

Events raise £2,100
for Morgan's Mission
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Keynsham bid farewell to one of its more familiar faces
earlier when family and friends attended the funeral of Ann
Cartwright on Monday.
Ann died on Friday 1st October, aged 81. A Keynsham girl
through and through, she was born in Steel Mills, attended
Temple Road Infant School and then Broadlands before going
to work at Fry's at the age of 15. 
Although she lived in Keynsham all her life, Ann could also
boast that she once dated Darth Vader (actor Keith Prowse) in

her early years. She also
excelled at sport and during
her time at Fry's, was able to
take full advantage of the
facilities. In fact, during a long
association with Fry's Hockey
Club, she was still playing at
the age of 65.
Whether the Brownies, the
church or the local school, Ann
was always heavily involved in
community life and in 2006 she
joined the advisory committee

for the new health centre to be built on the site of Keynsham
Hospital. She was invited to perform the official opening
ceremony when the new facility opened three years later, an
experience she related to friends and family, which made her
feel like “a queen for the day”. Ann was a familiar sight riding
her bike around the town and her cheery smile and helpful
attitude will be sadly missed around Keynsham. 
Monday's funeral at Victoria Methodist Church was followed by
a celebration of her life, held fittingly at the new Somerdale
Pavilion.

Keynsham

Town's farewell to Ann

Sport played a big part in
Ann's life

Ann officially opened the Keynsham Health Centre in 2009
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A 48-year-old Kingswood man has been sentenced to five years
in jail for a violent attack.
In May, Neil Martin approached his victim, who was sat in a pub
garden in Bristol. He spoke to him and then punched him in the
head. The victim fell to the floor
and Martin jumped on him and
punched him a further 15 times
to the head and face. 
Martin then hit his victim with a
glass bottle and then with a
plant pot. The victim did not
fight back during the assault
and Martin left him on the
ground, bleeding heavily.
The victim was taken to
hospital and received stitches
and staples to treat wounds on
his face and head. He also
sustained severe bruising to his face.
Martin was arrested at his home in Kingswood two days after
the attack. As well as the jail term, Martin was ordered to pay a
victim surcharge of £120 and £900 in court costs.

Kingswood

Thug jailed for
five years
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Caravan and motorhome outlet Serenity Leisure, who
recently opened a shop and service centre in Warmley, this
week welcomed a new addition to the team... Paddington
Shaun!
There were 70 Shaun sculptures on display in and around
Bristol over the summer with a further flock in London.
Paddington Shaun was on the London trail and was bought for
£7,500. He is one of 126 that went to auction raising over £1m.
Money raised from the London sculptures will benefit the
Wallace & Gromit's Children's Charity, which raises funds to
improve the lives of sick children in hospitals and hospices
throughout the UK. 
Paddington packed his suitcase and arrived at Serenity's
Station Road premises to meet Butterfly, designed by milliner
Philip Treacy. Butterfly was part of the Gromit Unleashed
sculpture trail in Bristol and Serenity bought him at auction for
£20,000. The Gromit auction raised £2.3m in 2013 for Bristol
Children's Hospital.
Serenity have been in business for 14 years and have a four-
acre secure site in Wick offering a wide selection of
motorhomes and caravans for sale. The recent expansion to
now include servicing, repairs, storage, hire and an accessory
shop, means they now cover all aspects of the industry.
Zachary Adams, who runs the new shop, said the prime

location of their new premises was one they had their eye on for
some time and they were delighted to be trading in their home
village of Warmley.
The shop, which is open seven days a week, stocks a variety of
caravan and motorhome accessories while the workshop is
AWS (Approved Workshop Scheme) recognised. For more
information, call 0117 9675577.

Warmley 

Life of leisure for Shaun and Gromit 

Zachary Adams, Lewis Amos and Dave Drew with Butterfly
Gromit and Paddington.
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Ongoing complaints about noise, anti-social behaviour
and mess around the new skatepark have been
highlighted.
In a letter to The Week In, a local resident tells of car horns
blaring, motorbikes revving, shouting and screaming and
fireworks being left off. She says at weekends, dozens of
youths sit around drinking, smoking and using nos canisters
and although there are well-behaved youths using the
skatepark correctly, this is being overshadowed as it has
become “a magnet for those who want to cause havoc”. 
The resident, who has asked not to be named, says the sound
barrier put up by the council to try to curb the noise has been a
“complete waste of time and money” and that the young people
should be using the new £2m youth club which opened recently
in Cadbury Heath.
South Gloucestershire Council acted after complaints were
raised over the summer, locking the neighbouring car park
gates in the evening and erecting a sound barrier - a high fence
along two sides of the skatepark. But it appears that this has not
addressed the problems raised at the stormy public meeting.
This week Nick Barratt, who represents the area on South
Gloucestershire Council, told us: “As local councillors we
worked hard to deliver the skatepark for young people to use. It
should go without saying that anyone using publicly funded
facilities should do so in a way which doesn't negatively impact
others. 

“Besides the resident's letter passed on to me I have not
received anything from residents raising concerns of litter or
anti-social behaviour; however (councillors) Sam Bromiley and
Paul Hughes in Oldland Common ward have had
correspondence about this issue and extensive meetings have
been held with council officers.  
“This is something we will be continuing to do as the issue
develops and we are all happy to be contacted by residents
who have any further concerns about the skatepark.
“Again it should not need to be said but I urge anyone misusing
this skatepark to take pride in their local area and not to use
public parks as rubbish tips or intimidate their neighbours. 
“I have got in touch with our local Safer Stronger Community
Group and will raise this issue at the next meeting. In the
meantime please report any anti-social behaviour to the police
by calling 101 or dial 999 in the event of an emergency.”
See Letters pages 10

Cadbury Heath 

Ongoing misery for residents living near skatepark
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Pupils from a Fishponds school
swapped their indoor lessons to
embrace the natural environment at
one of Bristol's Local Nature
Reserves last Wednesday.
GCSE Geography students at Bristol
Metropolitan Academy put their map-
reading and compass skills to use at
Troopers Hill in St George through a
morning of self-guided activities which
gave them the chance to learn in a
nature rich environment. It is now a
curriculum requirement to be able to use a
compass.
The students also learnt about the diverse
wildlife and habitats at Troopers Hill, one of 12
Local Nature Reserve (LNRs) sites across the
city. Others include Callington Road and
Eastwood Farm in Brislington, Royate Hill in
Fishponds and Stockwood Open Space. 
Cllr Daniella Radice, Assistant Mayor for
Neighbourhoods with responsibility for the
environment, joined the pupils for their outdoor
lesson at Troopers Hill.

The city council is encouraging citizens to get
closer to nature by visiting the LNRs. Four
new sites were recently added to the network
in recognition of Bristol's European Green
Capital year.
Meanwhile the team behind the environmental
initiative One Tree Per Child, which aims to
have every one of Bristol's 36,000 primary
school children plant a tree, will be planting at
Troopers Hill in the new year and at St George
Park next month as part of National Tree
Week.

St George/Fishponds 

Troopers Hill becomes outdoor
classroom for geography students

Volunteer
cooks needed
The Royal Voluntary Service,
which runs lunch clubs in
Warmley and Bath, is
urgently looking for new
volunteer cooks.

The Warmley club meets
every Monday and has a
friendly bunch of 25 members
who come together to enjoy
each other's company and a
nutritious lunch. 

The Bath club, which meets
on Thursdays, is closed at
present until a new cook is
found.

People who enjoy cooking
and have a few spare hours
each week to help with the
preparation of hot meals for
members are asked to
contact Laura Powell on
07736 825 307 or email
laura.powell@royalvoluntarys
ervice.org.uk Full food safety
training is provided and
expenses are paid.
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Brislington 

Suspended jail
sentence for
shopkeeper 
A Brislington shopkeeper has been found guilty of selling
alcohol and tobacco to a 16-year-old girl following a covert
operation by Bristol City Council's Trading Standards team.
Anthony Lloyd Beckford, 55, who traded as both Brislington Mini
Market and Pricerite Mini Mart, was given a three-month prison
sentence, suspended for 12 months, by Bristol Magistrates last
Wednesday. 
Beckford denied in court that he had made the sale, despite
video footage showing him handing over the alcohol and
tobacco. He was found guilty of three offences including selling
alcohol and tobacco to an individual aged under 18 and selling
alcohol without a licence to do so. 
Beckford, who had already been previously convicted for the
sale of alcohol to an underage person, was the subject of
numerous complaints from concerned parents whose children
had purchased either tobacco or alcohol from him.
So in November 2014 his shop at Unit 4, The Concourse was
the subject of a test purchasing exercise. Beckford was filmed
serving alcohol and tobacco to the underage girl without asking
for any proof of her age and, in an attempt to conceal his illegal
activity, put the alcohol in a biscuit box and told the 16-year-old
girl to “make sure no one sees it”.
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3rd November marks the first year
anniversary for Willsbridge Mill
Community Refresh at the historic site. 
WMCR is now about to embark on a major
fundraising drive, applying to the Heritage
Lottery Fund for a grant to refurbish the
buildings and surrounding woodland for the
long-term sustainability of the site. 
To help with this, WMCR is recruiting new
members to its management team with
experience and skills in bid funding, ecology,
finance, IT and web maintenance. 
Anyone wishing to apply should send in their
CV by email to mail@wmct.org.uk before the
end of October or pop into the café after
2.30pm on a Sunday and speak to Mike or
Sue for more information.
The café has proved a great attraction for local
people and visitors to the nature reserve,
serving fresh bean coffee & home-made cake,
along with light lunches and snacks. 
Party bookings for vintage afternoon teas are
proving particularly popular for special family

celebrations. 
There have been a number of successful
community events held onsite throughout the
year and there is a calendar of children
activities taking place during the coming half-
term school holiday.   
On Saturday 31st October there will be
pumpkin carving and face-painting. The café
will be open until 7.15pm serving hotdogs,
snacks and drinks. At 5.30pm there is a
haunted forest walk.
There's more information on the group's
Facebook page.

Mill team prepare to
celebrate first anniversary

Pucklechurch
Ofsted praise
for playgroup 
Pucklechurch Playgroup
has been rated as 'Good' by
Ofsted following a recent
inspection.
The playgroup, which
meets at the community
centre in Abson Road, has
20 children on its roll.
Inspector Angela Cogan
found teaching is of a
consistently high standard
and children make good
progress in their learning,
develop good social skills
and relate well to the people
around them. 
She said improvements had
been made since the last
inspection and the children
were benefiting from the
changes made, such as the
wider range of activities
outdoors.
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Caravans &
Motor Homes

Appliances

Building ServicesAdvertising
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Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Electrical

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost

Dance Classes

Fitness
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Computers / IT

Clock RepairsCar Repairs

Events
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Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance

Plastering

Logs

LogsGarden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Kitchens

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Garden Services

Locksmiths

Home Help

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Musical Tuition

Furniture Makers
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Retirement
Services

Physiotherapy

PVCs, FASCIAS,
SOFFITS, &

GUTTERING
SYSTEMS

inc fitting by our
own qualified

craftsmen
FOR ONLY
£29.95

per meter
(normally £59.95)

15yr Guarantee, Free
Survey & no obligation

written quote

ALL
FLAT ROOFS

50% OFF
Full replacement of

a single garage
roof using 18mm
OSB Smart Ply

Boards & applying
EPDM rubber

Cover for

ONLY
£895

20yr Guarantee

Roofing

Sewing Lessons

Skip Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

TV & Aerials

Storage

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

Venue Hire

                 



The council is consulting on cost-cutting proposals to
transfer the management and maintenance of nine sports
pitches and playing fields to local community organisations.
The sites affected are Lees Hill Playing Fields and Tennis Court &
Fisher Road Playing Fields in Kingswood, Kingswood Park
Bowling Green, Soundwell Playing Field, Warmley Golf Course,
Badminton Road and Kings George V Playing Fields in Downend,
Bromley Heath Playing Fields, the Pound Ground in Bitton and

Windsor Place open space in Mangotsfield.
The council is looking to save £145,000 a year by transferring
responsibility for the sites listed above to clubs and volunteer
groups.
Michael Bell, who represents the
Rodway ward, said: “Lees Hill
Playing Fields in Kingswood, which
are currently used by a number of
football and cricket teams, has
been identified by South Glos
Council as one of the open spaces
that they are proposing they no
longer wish to maintain after April
2016 as part of a cost savings plan.
“They are now seeking sports
groups or other outside bodies to
take over this responsibility, and full
details are on their consultation
website. I am asking for such
groups to come forward, and urge
them to respond. It is vitally important for the community that we
retain facilities for playing competitive sport in the district, and to
lose them would be a serious outcome, and hopefully this will not
happen.”
The council stresses that no final decisions have been made. Any
groups or organisations interested in taking on any of these sites
should submit an expression of interest form to the council by
30th November. 
Find out more on the council's website under Consultations.
Anyone wishing to make a comment should do so before the
deadline of 14th December.
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Crossword Solution
S M C A B C

P O L I C E N E U R O N
L N I N R L

B E A U L O O K E R O N
T I Y A N

S O M E O N E C U T I E
V G F S

R E P A Y T I D D L E R
R C A N O

O S C U L A T E V E A L
T I R A I V

R A G T A G R U S T I C
Y Y H T H D

Sudoku Solutions
7 4 5 1 9 3 8 2 6
6 3 9 8 2 7 5 4 1
2 1 8 5 6 4 7 3 9
3 9 4 2 5 1 6 7 8
1 6 2 3 7 8 9 5 4
5 8 7 6 4 9 2 1 3
8 2 3 7 1 6 4 9 5
4 7 6 9 3 5 1 8 2
9 5 1 4 8 2 3 6 7

2 3 7 5 1 4 6 8 9
4 1 8 7 6 9 3 5 2
9 6 5 2 8 3 1 7 4
8 4 1 3 9 5 7 2 6
7 9 3 8 2 6 4 1 5
5 2 6 1 4 7 8 9 3
1 8 4 9 3 2 5 6 7
3 5 2 6 7 8 9 4 1
6 7 9 4 5 1 2 3 8

2 -Hard1-Easy

South Glos 

Council considers offloading nine playing
fields and pitches

Pound Ground at Bitton

Michael Bell at
Lees Hill 

Girls get in on the
rugby action
The Cabot Learning Federation, which runs several schools
in the area, is launching a rugby programme for girls
alongside the boys' programme.  
It is in collaboration with the Rugby Football Union thorough
Mike Panaho), supported by Kingswood RFC's Clare
Witcombe who will also be joining the coaching team.  
Bristol Rugby players and ex-John Cabot Academy students
Mitch Eadie and Ellis Genge dropped in recently to a recent
CLF rugby training session to work with both the girls' and
boys' elite squads. 

Ellis Genge & Mitch Eadie with the CLF elite rugby girls' squad
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