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People are being urged to object to plans to deregister
ancient Lyde Green Common amid fears that it could be
“swallowed up by development”. 
Commoners, local councillors and MPs Chris Skidmore and
Luke Hall are urging people to make their views known to the
Planning Inspectorate before the 19th October deadline.
Around 2,500 homes are being built at Emersons Green East
over the next 10 years by several developers, including Taylor
Wimpey, Linden, Barratt and Persimmon, and the new
development will border the common where hedgerows are
said to date back at least 1,000 years.
The common is made up of grassland, a stream, woodland and
marshland. It was included in a development plan back in 2004
but removed in 2011.
Now Devon-based company Norft Ltd has applied to the
Planning Inspectorate to deregister the common and in
exchange proposes to give the community alternative space off
Coxgrove Hill.
The reason given for the switch is “health and safety
requirements for the safe and secure exercising of commoners'
rights which cannot be achieved on the release land”.
Lyde Green Common is on the border of the Parliamentary
constituencies of Kingswood and Thornbury & Yate. It falls
within the Boyd Valley ward of South Gloucestershire Council.

Before May's elections it was in the parish of Pucklechurch but
a boundary change means the common is now in the new
Emersons Green Town Council's area.
However, the town council was not officially informed of the
deregistration bid and only learned about it when commoner
Gerald Taylor, of Howsmoor Lane, contacted the clerk.
The town council met last Thursday when Mr Taylor explained
that Julian Darling, of Norft, claimed ownership of the land
some years ago after buying the lordship of the manor of
Westerleigh, a qualified, not full title.

Emersons Green 

Fight to save Lyde Green Common from development threat

Lyde Green
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Mr Taylor said the application for deregistration was “a clear
and present threat” to the common and asked the council to
“vigorously oppose this proposal”. He described the proposed
replacement site, north of the old dramway, as an “overgrazed
paddock” accessed from the same narrow road and near a
blind corner.
The Mayor of Emersons Green Rich Nichols said the council
was thankful to Mr Taylor for highlighting the issue and vowed:
“We will fight it all the way.”
And Colin Hunt, a town and district councillor, said there had
been a battle before to save the common before and there
would be another fight now.
And last Friday night the two MPs attended a meeting with town
and district councillors at which Mr Skidmore said: “Without the
common Lyde Green will cease to have any green,” adding:
“We are fighting for a community that doesn't exist yet.”
As well as writing to the Planning Inspectorate, the MPs have
already contacted the Secretary of State with their concerns.
In his letter to the Inspectorate, Mr Skidmore outlined his
concern that deregistration would lead to an application to build
further houses on Lyde Green Common itself: “The entire
construction of Lyde Green has been predicated on the
protection of Lyde Green Common; its deregistration would
have a significant impact upon the infrastructure capabilities
and visual impact of the Lyde Green estate.”

And he said deregistration could pave the way for similar
applications on other common land in his constituency,
including Siston Common, Rodway Common and Webbs
Heath.
The Open Spaces Society has also written to the Planning
Inspectorate. Chris Bloor, from the society, said: “Our fear is
that, once deregistered, the land could be swallowed up by
development. In fact this common, which is surrounded by new
development, will be more valuable than ever as a green space
for public enjoyment and recreation.
“The proposed replacement land is some distance away and
will not serve the community who benefit from Lyde Green. The
exchange land is remote and detached, and is no different from
the fields which adjoin it. It is an unfair exchange.”
Representations can be made by the 19th October deadline to
Common Land Team, The Planning Inspectorate, Room
3/258, Hawk Wing, Temple Quay House, 2 The Square,
Temple Quay, Bristol BS1 6PN. Alternatively email
commonlandcasework@pins.gsi.gov.uk

n from development threat

MPs Chris Skidmore and Luke Hall with campaigners
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The new £34m Keynsham Civic Centre and One Stop Shop
won two national design awards last week.
The controversial development was hailed as the 'Best of the
Best' at the British Council for Offices (BCO) National Awards
ceremony held at the Grosvenor House Hotel in London. It was
also named the country's top Corporate Workplace.
The Keynsham centre was designed by AHR architects and has
already won the RIBA (Royal Institute of British Architects)
South West Award and RIBA South West Sustainability Award.
The design of the new centre has not been universally popular
with local residents and there have been well-documented
accounts of problems with the exterior walkways and uneven
steps.

Forty shops and businesses have signed up to take part in
the initiative which is being organised by the Fishponds
Business Forum.
The display will be along the main shopping route and involve
Christmas trees with white lights.
Last week the Forum was celebrating the news that £1,500
towards the cost has been awarded from the Greater Fishponds
Neighbourhood Partnership's Wellbeing Fund.
The city council is waiving the cost of a licence application for
the lights.
Fishponds' Christmas festivities will also include a Find Rudolph
the reindeer competition and a market in the park. 
We'll have more details in the coming weeks.

Keynsham

Civic Centre 'Best
of the Best' award

Fishponds

Lighting up Fishponds
for Christmas
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard

K E Y N S H A M        M I D S O M E R  N O R T O N        F R O M E

…PROTECTS YOUR LOVED ONES

0117 986 9141 www.fdc-law.co.uk

Preparing 
for the future...

At FDC Law our knowledgeable team 
can help with

Making a Will
Powers of Attorney* and Deputyship
Care fees planning
Tax planning and advice
Probate

*For a limited time, 15% discount for preparing  
a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time
as your will.

15%discount on

Powers of Attorney

5212 Private Client ad WEEKinKEYNS 184x131 15%discount.indd   1 29/07/2015   15:49

Buddleia, the Shaun the Sheep sculpture which spent the
summer outside the Warmley Waiting Room café, sold for
£10,000 at last Thursday's auction in aid of the Grand
Appeal, the Bristol Children's Hospital charity.
And Melonie, which was in Fountain Square in Staple Hill as
part of the Shaun in the City art trail, raised £8,000.

Seventy sculptures were on display in and around Bristol this
summer with a further flock in London. Money raised from the
London sculptures will benefit the Wallace & Gromit's Children's
Charity, which raises funds to improve the lives of sick children
in hospitals and hospices throughout the UK. 
In total the auction of 126 sculptures raised £1,087,900. 
The most successful sculpture on the night was Globetrotter,
which was part of the London trail and which was bought for
£28,000.

Sheep raise over £1m to help
sick children

Melonie

Buddleia
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Cash-strapped South Gloucestershire Council drew the
line at cutting its community safety budget for this year but
councillors knew it was only a short-term reprieve.
A public consultation is now under way again as the authority
looks to shave about a quarter - £277,000 per year - off its
spending on the Anti-Social Behaviour and Community Safety
Team budget from October 2016.
Funds for the current one-year fix came from blocking a
planned increase that the authority's Area Forums were to
receive for local projects.
And if the council again decides to maintain the status quo and
protect the team's funding, savings will still need to be found
from other service areas. The council has a six-year
programme aimed at saving £40m annually by 2020 in line with
the Government's austerity programme.
The team provides services including funding nine Police
Community Support Officers (PCSOs), support to tackle anti-
social behaviour and tackle domestic abuse and hate crime,
community safety CCTV and a street marshal service in
Kingswood and Chipping Sodbury. It also includes work to
support the rehabilitation of high risk sex offenders and to help
tackle human slavery and trafficking.
The consultation, which is running until Christmas Eve, lists the
various options facing the council.
Axing some, or all, of the nine PCSO posts it pays for would
save up to £287,400. Following the consultation last year, the

council said it was clear
that, although not
universally supported, the
option of removing funding
for PCSOs was regarded
as the “least damaging
option” by respondents.
The police would continue
to provide 40 PCSOs in
South Gloucestershire.
Reducing or withdrawing
support to tackle anti-
social behaviour could
save the council up to
£258,200 a year.
And stopping all funding for domestic violence refuge places or
reducing the number of refuge places would result in savings of
up to £162,200.
A further potential saving of up to £120,500 would come from
not supporting the tackling of domestic abuse. This funding also
supports other community safety initiatives as required.
The future of the CCTV budget is also being considered, where
there are potential savings of up £170,200.
Further information is available on the council website under
Consultations or from your local South Gloucestershire library
or One Stop Shop.

South Glos

Community safety budget cuts back on the agenda
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
1 3 2
9 4 3 5 8

5 8 9 7
4 3
6 3 9 4 2

3 2 8 1 7
9 2

3 8 5 6
8 6 4

8
4 7 5 6

6 5 4 7
9 1

5 6 1
2 5

7 9 4 5 2
1

8 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 18th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Great regret
Dear Sir,
It is to be greatly regretted that the events
around the B&NES public consultation and
the unveiling of the new clock tower have
played fully into the hands of the negative
anti-everything brigade!
It is perhaps time to at least put a few things
straight - not that I am party to whatever
goes on in the real corridors of power
around here. One of your correspondents
complains that the clock faces voted for had
Roman numerals, while the finished work
does not. I attended one of the artist's public
consultation meetings many moons ago and
sat and listened to many complaints voiced
about the new centre and precious little
suggested about the actual clock. Except for
one thing: it was clearly said that the clock
face should be clear and with English
(Arabic) numerals. So, oddly enough, that's
what the artist produced. A minor success
for public consultation? But, sadly, one that
has merely resulted in further complaints!
One of your regular kings of the anti-
brigade, John Howlett, can make hay with
the recent events with a thinly disguised
triumphant 'I told you so'
attitude. But when he lauds the letter by
Margarite Lush published two weeks ago,
he goes too far. For one thing Margarite
suggests that ramps for the disabled would
be a good idea around the town centre. She
has clearly never looked at the town centre,
or else she might have noticed the

ingenious wheel-chair access to all parts of
the complex, from the bottom of Bath Hill to
the entrance to the library. Comments of this
level of ignorance should not be published!
Perhaps Margarite Lush is one of the few
who has actually tried to read the verbose
and often incoherent Heart of Keynsham
document, because most of what she says
seems to have been lifted straight from it -
including the silly names which undermine
any sense of considered seriousness in this
unofficial document. Like the document
itself, she has little to actually suggest -
other than hanging baskets in Market Walk -
to improve the town! (A bit of an unwitting
knock for Keynsham in Bloom).
200 people attended the B&NES
consultation, we are told. 200 people have

downloaded The Heart of Keynsham
document. Let's draw an obvious
conclusion, and then remember that the law
of diminishing returns would indicate that as
many as 20 people might submit comments
following the consultation, and as many as
20 people might have actually read the
document. Probably just as well - judging by
the published quality of comments. Having
looked at both these things it seems to me
that the professional planners are the only
people who have come up with considered
suggestions and plans - as might be
expected to be the case. They of course are
on a hiding-to-nothing as far as the ant-
brigade are concerned, but such is the
nature of their (thankless) task.
Perhaps one of the issues for Keynsham is
clear, however, and may not yet be totally
finalised: there must be a full and decent
leisure centre at the heart of Keynsham -
just as there already is - as part of the town
centre's relevance and regeneration. It's
going to take more than the published
comments so far to make an impact on
decisions about the leisure centre, and to
save this essential part of Keynsham.
Perhaps the anti-brigade could turn their
attentions to something immediately
important, rather than crowing after what
are now past events.
Firstly: challenge the claim that the current
leisure centre cannot be refurbished - even
with the top lopped off and the rest of the
surrounding complex demolished. Then, at
the very least, see if a lobby of rather more
than 200 voices can be presented to the
planners and decision makers.
Bob Barley

Letters

            



Appalling parking near
schools
Dear Sir,
It is great to see the council at last doing
something about the appalling parking
outside local schools. It is good news they
are going to enforce the restrictions at last. 
However, the downside is the problem gets
pushed to a different part of the area. I
drove through Bitton on Tuesday at school
coming out time behind a bus. The road
and bus stop outside the school was clear
but either side was chaos. Cars parked on
pavements, opposite each other on double
yellow lines and across driveways.
It was the same problem in Oldland on
Barry Road/High Street. The driver had
real problems getting his bus through and if
he had knocked over a child because of the
inconsiderate parking, every one would
have blamed him. I urge the council to
extend the limited waiting restrictions much
further on main roads to make it safer for
all. 
Nick, Oldland

Irresponsible and illegal
parking
Dear Sir,
The parking during the school run around
St Stephen's Infant and junior schools in
Kingswood is woeful. At best inconsiderate
and at times illegal. This is a perennial
problem, not exclusive to St Stephen's but
some of the examples that can be seen
here on a daily basis are:

• On zig-zags outside school
• On double yellow lines directly in front of

the school crossing lady
• On double yellow lines at a junction
• Half on the pavement , half on the road

at a junction

• Half on the pavement, half on the road,
restricting pavement access

• On the grass verge
• Across private drives
• On keep clear markings
• Worse when it rains!

All cause problems for parents and
children to safely cross the local roads at
the busiest time of day and impeding traffic
flow in the area. Why does it seem
acceptable that you can park in this
manner when it's the school run? At other
times people would think twice before
leaving their cars parked where they may
get a parking ticket or cause an
obstruction. You would not deliberately put
your child at risk so why park irresponsibly
or illegally and make the trip to and from
school for others a game of chance?
It seems amazing that most children live
within walking distance yet people still
choose to take the car and struggle to park
as close as possible to the school. Why not
walk, saving money, time, stress and a
possible parking fine? 
The police, council and schools seem to
have little interest in resolving or reducing
these hazards here to make the daily travel
to school safer for children and parents
until there is the inevitable incident.
Perhaps a regular visit by a PCSO or the
council camera car and a few parking fines
may remind people of their responsibilities
as drivers and parents. 
I note your article (8th October) on school
parking in other areas and would welcome
a review at St Stephen's. As always, any
restriction is only a benefit if enforced.
Think about the example you are setting for
your children and others, think how you
would feel if your parking was the cause of
an unfortunate incident.
A concerned parent

Keynsham Leisure Centre
Dear Editor,
BANES planners want the people of

Keynsham to decide on a location for the
future Keynsham Leisure Centre, and once
this is decided they can go ahead and carry
out the necessary design work.  Surely this
is putting the cart before the horse, as all
the locations have issues which restrict
what can be built there.
On certain sites it would be difficult, if not
impossible, to incorporate a sports hall into
the design. This will be a disappointment to
almost half of the current users as
equivalent facilities are not available
elsewhere in the area.
The planners need to go back to the
drawing board and consult the residents of
Keynsham  to determine what is actually
required, and then see which sites permit
the requirements. Only then will it be
possible to consult the local population if
there is more than one site which meets
their needs.
We must get this right, as what is built will
be in place for the next fifty years.  In the
meantime we are prepared to put up with a
leaking roof, internal guttering and drain
pipes.  It would be folly to decide on a site
which meets only half of the requirements.
Colin Lock
Keynsham

Earthquake appeal thanks
Dear Sir,
The Keynsham Oxfam bookshop’s
volunteers would like to thank customers
for their generosity during the Oxfam Nepal
Earthquake Appeal.
Your generosity has been overwhelming.
We raised £3,381.62 and the money will be
used to ensure that those affected by the
earthquakes have access to better shelter,
safe water and the tools to rebuild their
lives. 
Thank you very much for your help.
Camille Hesse
Oxfam shop manager
Keynsham
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Cossham must be included
in trial
Dear Stephen,
On pages 4 and 5 of Issue no 392, the
Clinical Commissioning Group say a total
of 374 people responded to an online
survey of which 330 were registered with a
GP in South Gloucestershire, of which 67%
were backing the proposal to put minor
injuries services into GP practices. 
We, the Re-formed Save Cossham
Hospital Group, also back the proposal but
with our 18,500 signings we cannot accept
Cossham not taking part in this trial.
Without any doubt, Cossham is by far the
best option. 
I must take Dr Jon Hayes and the (CCG)
Clinical Commissioning Group to task for
downgrading our Cossham Hospital health
services. We have a state-of-the-art
hospital without a resident doctor. Why?
The CCG have now offered 25 GP
practices a minor injuries service and the
estimated cost of the two-year project is
£535,000. Cossham Hospital is not being
offered the same daytime minor injuries
service, despite having the advantage of X-
ray services on site, and, according to our
calculations, this would only add 1/25th of
your total costs, which is under £11,000 per
year. We call that value for money and this
would be acceptable to the people of
Kingswood and District.
Reg Bennett
Re-formed Save Cossham Hospital
Group

A genuine market place for
Keynsham
Dear Stephen,
It was with relief that I learned that the fire
brigade was re-thinking its intention to build

a block of offices on its old fire station site
in Temple Street.  Many were hoping very
much to get rid of the huge Big Brown
Elephant (Gas Board) blocks after many
years dominating Keynsham, Kafka-like.
To find yet another office block erupting
more or less in its place would be a real
backward step. 
So it was a relief to hear that this idea was
being dropped, leaving room for the
creation of a genuine market place to fit in
at the end of Market Walk (yes, Market
Walk). This could take on the character of
the Guildhall Market in Bath on a smaller
scale with a layer on top of small low rent
hi-connectivity, smart start-up offices (yes,
new local high quality entrepreneurial
jobs).
In speaking to a number of our market
traders last Saturday, I found very strong
support for this idea, in keeping with what
many local people have said to me too.
Not least of these are the local traders on
Temple Street. So why not build anyway
the new Fire Authority headquarters office
block next to the new fire station at Hicks
Gate.  Oh dear, Green Belt excuse: CAN'T!
You can build a massive fire station and its
major training facilities, but not offices? 
Well, well, so much for common sense and
the idea of efficiency without cuts.  Of
course, I am in the territory of the CAN'T do
big dealers, so no doubt there will be lots of
clever CAN'T produced.  But why not figure
out a way with imagination and courage?
Terry Edwards

Bus passengers stranded
Dear Sir,
We have begged First to reinstate the route
from the Blue Bowl to Kingswood and NOT
Asda. We already had a designated Asda
bus but transport to Kingswood is either not
there, difficult or impossible.
There is no bus now for the elderly from
Hanham Green to get to Lidl or the

chemist. It's a long way for an 80-year-old
to pull a trolley from Lidl to either Martins
Road or the Blue Bowl.
People from Hanham Road cannot get a
bus to the doctors on Whittucks Road - the
No. 17 hourly (ha ha) service is not
adequate. If you come out of the doctors
and dentists and have just missed a bus,
you have too wait an hour, which is bad
enough, but this is more often turning into
two hours and the No. 17 is either late or
taken off. Here are some cases I know of:
On two separate occasions ladies arriving
at the coffee morning at Hanham Library
from Hanham Road had waited two hours
for a bus, the display on the bus stop
showing 'Cancelled'.
Another lady waiting for the bus to the
library coffee morning arrived so late it was
over and had to go straight back.
On the afternoon of Thursday 24th
September I assisted an 82-year-old lady
with a full shopping trolley who had caught
the bus from Memorial Road to Kingswood
to get her shopping. She had waited one-
and-a-half hours for a bus and was
exhausted. Elderly ladies waiting this long
for a bus in the winter are going to get
pneumonia.
An elderly gentleman from Gays Road
caught the bus to Iceland in Kingswood to
buy frozen food. He waited two hours for a
bus home, having just missed one when he
came out, and the next bus was late. His
ice cream thawed out!
We just don't have a service now. Please
reinstate the No 44 back to Kingswood.
L Harris
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Keep in touch, let us know
what you think, send us

your news
www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Publication read by 'blokes' (3,3)
8 Musical instrument (6)
9 Smelly agricultural byproduct (4)
10 Form of communication (8)
11 Long-winded (7)
13 Room at the top of the house (5)
15 Auxillary verb, past tense of will (5)
17 Fenced area to keep animals (7)
20 Administrative centre (4,4)
21 Lump (4)
22 Rides the waves (6)
23 With the exclusion of (6)

DOWN
1 Military greeting (6)
2 Form of air pollution (4)
3 Eternal (7)
4 Great pain (5)
5 Positioned (8)
6 Capital of the Central African Republic (6)
12 Start of a hockey match (5,3)
14 Arched structure (7)
16 Foul smelling (6)
18 Appetiser (6)
19 Mother of pearl (5)
21 A German wine (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Publication read by 'blokes' (3,3)7
Musical instrument (6)8
Smelly agricultural byproduct (4)9
Form of communication (8)10
Long-winded (7)11
Room at the top of the house (5)13
Auxillary verb, past tense of will (5)15
Fenced area to keep animals (7)17
Administrative centre (4,4)20
Lump (4)21
Rides the waves (6)22
With the exclusion of (6)23

Down

Military greeting (6)1
Form of air pollution (4)2
Eternal (7)3
Great pain (5)4
Positioned (8)5
Capital of the Central African Republic 
(6)

6

Start of a hockey match (5,3)12
Arched structure (7)14
Foul smelling (6)16
Appetiser (6)18
Mother of pearl (5)19
A German wine (4)21

Parkwall Primary School has won a Wessex Watermark of
£400 to help repair its leaking school pond. 
Sue Goodland, Wessex Water's education adviser, went to the
school's Monday assembly with the cheque to meet children
and teachers and to see the wildlife area and pond.
The school in Earlstone Crescent is turning the wildlife area into
an outdoor classroom with bird boxes and a feed station to
attract wildlife. 
Recently a work party of employees from Lloyds Bank
Recoveries Commercial Banking Section in Bristol came in to
clear the site which had become overgrown.
Sam Sheppard, teaching assistant and school council co-
ordinator, said. “This initial clearing has made quite an impact
and we feel the back of the hard work has been broken. There
is a leak in the top part of the pond and what the school needs
more than anything is a new pond liner, plants and bird boxes. 
“Once we have the bird boxes up we will install a webcam - the
children have seen how this can be done and are very
enthusiastic to record local wildlife, especially nesting birds.
Needless to say we are delighted with Wessex Water's support

for our project.”
The Watermark Award provides funds for environmental
projects within the Wessex Water area. Now in its 22nd year, it
has supported over 900 environmental initiatives. Organised by
the Conservation Foundation, all projects are judged by a panel
chaired by its president David Bellamy.

Cadbury Heath 

School wins grant to repair
leaking pond

Gemma Hasell from Lloyds. Sam Sheppard & Sue Goodland with
members of the school council
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While volunteers at the Oxfam charity shop in Keynsham
were sorting through a recent donation of books they
made an interesting discovery and have asked The Week In
to help solve the mystery.
In the middle of a copy of Life's Too Short to Drink Bad Wine,
by Simon Hoggart, they discovered a significant number of

photographs of family and
friends dating from the Second
World War probably to the
1970s. 
The book itself is quite recent
and a handwritten message on
the jacket signifies it is a
present from Gareth to Derek in
Christmas 2011. Some of the
photos have inscriptions on the
reverse and it would appear
that Derek was in the RAF
during the war and did his flight
training in Alabama, USA. 
One photo is taken in Rome in 1945 and is captioned 'Self, Bob
Gill and Keith Coles (tall bloke)'. In addition to the wartime
photos there are quite a few others of children or younger family
members.
The team at Oxfam think it is quite possible the photos were
placed in the middle of the book in an attempt to flatten them
and while the book itself will go on sale to boost the charity's
income, they are concerned that whoever donated it may not
have been aware that the photos, which may well have
sentimental value, were tucked inside.
If you think you recognise who Derek may be, or know the
family, please call in to the shop on Keynsham High Street.

Can you help identify this war veteran?
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A 30-year-old man from Kingswood, has been jailed for
more than five years for robbery and attempted robbery.
In February, James Amos was seen loitering on Regent Street
in the town. He was then seen to cover his face with a scarf and
go into a shop where staff were cashing up. 

Amos ran behind the counter with a
large knife and pushed the staff into a
kitchen area. He threatened them with
violence while he instructed one of them
to put cash into a bag. He then thrust
the bag into his rucksack and fled with
an estimated £1,400.
On another occasion, Amos

approached a lone shop owner on Hanham Road in
Kingswood. After speaking to the owner, Amos returned with a
scarf covering his face when the owner was cashing up. He
approached the till and produced a large knife, ordering the
owner to open the till. 
When the owner closed the till, Amos grabbed the owner's
jumper and pulled him. Amos lost his grip as the man pulled
away and swung the knife at the owner, missing him by inches.
They struggled and Amos fled the scene. The incident was
caught on CCTV and Amos was identified when the scarf
masking his face slipped down.

In March, Amos was arrested for another offence and officers
recognised his rucksack and other clothing from CCTV footage.
On Friday 2nd October at Bristol Crown Court, Amos was found
guilty of robbery and attempted robbery. He will serve 66
months in prison - 39 for robbery and 27 consecutive months for
attempted robbery.
He was also ordered to pay a victim surcharge of £120.

Kingswood 

Armed robber is jailed
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St George

Tackling poor housing
Bristol City Council is planning to introduce two more
discretionary licensing areas - in St George West and Eastville -
to crack down on poor housing conditions.
It follows the success of such a scheme in the Stapleton Road
area.
Discretionary licensing places conditions on a landlord/agent to
ensure minimum property standards are met and that good
management practice is delivered.
Brenda Massey, Assistant Mayor for People, said: “The council
will not tolerate landlords or agents failing to meet their legal
responsibilities in relation to private sector tenants.”
Consultation ends on 3rd November. Find out more at
http://www.bristol.gov.uk/discretionarylicensing 

James Amos 

             



The New World Business Centre at Warmley is hosting an
event called Room Full of Referrals, with Clare Davis, on
Thursday 3rd December.
This is a fun, interactive workshop where you have the
opportunity to bring your referral partners to understand each
other in more detail and help one another to get more results.
The event will run from 8.30am to 12.30pm, with a networking

ice-breaker exercise from 8am.
There is an 'early bird' special price of £50 available until 16th
October, after which the cost will be £197.
Book your place at http://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/room-full-of-
referrals-tickets-18289154353 or call 0117 3320900 for more
information. 
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an

effective and low cost option. Call

Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert

bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

Getting to know you
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PROPERTY NEWS

Property of the week

Warmer homes

Readers may remember that last month we reported on the
news from website propertydetective.com that Charlton Road
in Keynsham was among the Top 10 best streets in the whole
country to raise a family.
Your Move Williams Rose are currently selling a charming four-
bed period maisonette on this road which is just right for a growing
family as it has a larger footprint than many detached houses.
The property, which is on the first floor and top floor, has a private,
well-tended rear garden with mature trees, shrubs and lawn. Rear
access leads to a larger than average single garage with power
and light, and there is additional parking. 

The 18ft 8 max  by 13ft 8 max lounge has a large bay window. The
kitchen/breakfast room (14ft 1 x 10ft 4) has light oak units and
black work surfaces plus a feature brick chimney breast large
enough to house a range-style oven.
There are two double bedrooms on this level, one of which leads
to a balcony, and could be used as a dining room. The modern
bathroom was installed last year.
Stairs lead off the hall to the second level which has a large
landing providing a useful space for study or reception room. Also
on this floor are two more bedrooms. 
The property has gas central heating and double glazed windows.
It was re-roofed in 2012 and has the residue of a 999-year lease.
On the main bus route and a short distance to the High Street
facilities, the property is being marketed at £320,000. Call the
agents on 0117 9864815.

A £20m project to refurbish hundreds of properties in South
Gloucestershire has completed work at its 250th property.
Since 2013 Merlin Housing Society has been working with housing
specialists Keepmoat to install new external wall insulation to
properties across the district. The partnership has now delivered
its 250th improvement at a home in Filton.
Project manager Richard Hopkins said: “We're delighted to have
reached this important milestone in the project. In total we're going
to be fitting insulation to more than 1,000 properties and we're now
looking to increase the rate of improvements to more than 200
every year.”
Over the course of the next year Merlin is aiming to improve more
than 200 properties in Cadbury Heath, Patchway, Little Stoke and
Winterbourne.
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Bristol City Council is consulting people on a scheme to
introduce speed reducing measures and pedestrian
improvements on Troopers Hill Road.
As well as road humps and making the road narrower at certain
key points, waiting restrictions are proposed in certain locations
to improve visibility, ensure dropped kerbs are kept clear for
pedestrians and to keep access clear for bin lorries and the fire
service.

Pedestrian links to and from Troopers Hill open space are poor
so footways are being planned at the access points.
Locals had been calling for traffic calming measures to be
introduced on the steep hill before the proposed experimental
one-way scheme for Beaufort Road in St George is introduced
as they think drivers will opt to use Troopers Hill Road as an
alternative route.
The council has confirmed that the Beaufort Road scheme will
not start until the work on Troopers Hill Road is completed,
probably towards the end of 2016.
The Troopers Hill Road safety measures are available to look at
on the St George Neighbourhood Partnership website. Anyone
wishing to comment has until 1st November. Email
highways.traffic@bristol.gov.uk

St George

Road safety improvements
for Troopers Hill Road 

Saltford Guiding, which runs sections for Rainbows, Brownies
and Guides, is looking for more helpers to join their friendly team
of volunteers.
There are no age or commitment limits and the district
commissioner says that it might suit young people taking part in
Duke of Edinburgh Award scheme, grandparents or people
looking to get more involved in village life.
To find out more email saltforddistrictguides@gmail.com or call
Jodie on 07977 213332.

Saltford

Volunteer help
needed

Troopers Hill Road
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Plans to convert Wick Quarry into a nature reserve in a
project expected to create up to 80 jobs have been given
the go ahead.
Quarrying activities on the site historically provided a major
source of local employment but this has dwindled in recent
years and the site currently has just six employees. 
The plans include outline permission for an education and
visitor centre and starter business units, a warden's lodge,
greenhouse, polytunnel, barns, a machinery shed, workshop
and office. 
South Gloucestershire's Development Control Committee
(East) approved owner Roland de Hauke's scheme at their
meeting last Thursday but as the site is in the Green Belt, the
application has to be referred to the Secretary of State Greg
Clark for the final say.
The nature reserve will total around 40 hectares, linking with the
Golden Valley Nature reserve (the former ochre works) which
lies to the west of the site and is designated as a Site of Nature
Conservation. 
There were more than 60 letters of support, with people feeling
it was an imaginative way to restore the quarry through industry,
community and wildlife, that it would replace an eyesore and
put an end to the noise and pollution associated with the quarry.
Of the 10 objection letters received by the council, most were in
favour of the proposed nature reserve but there were concerns

about continued levels of traffic generation associated with the
importation of materials and the business units, the hours of
operation and poor pedestrian access.

Wick 

Quarry to become nature reserve

Poppy appeal 2015
The Bitton & Oldland branch of the Royal British Legion will be
launching their 2015 Poppy Appeal at the Garden of
Remembrance at Payne Green, Stoneleigh Drive, on Friday
23rd October. 
The first cross will be laid at the parish memorial at 11am.
And on Saturday 24th October the Kingswood and Hanham
branch of the Legion will launch their poppy collection in the
Kings Chase precinct at 10am, attended by local MP Chris
Skidmore.
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Bristol builders Helm Construction have been appointed to
build the new Emersons Green Town Hall.
Emersons Green Town Mayor Rich Nichols  'cut the ground' of
the new building at a special ceremony on 2nd October with
project manager and architect Paul Maddox, town council clerk
Beverley Ewens and Kim Richings, contract manager from
Helm Construction.
An area of  land  at the rear of the Beefeater pub car park off
Westerleigh Road has been earmarked for the single-storey
structure, which will host a variety of council meetings and
events as well as acting as an information centre for the fast
growing population. 
Cllr Nichols said: “With the new Lyde Green development going
up across the road, we are expecting to have upwards of
12,500 people living in and around Emersons Green and it is
essential we have a recognisable centre to signpost the
facilities and services available.” 
The scheme includes a significant contribution from the New
Homes Bonus with the balance coming from council reserves.
The council currently meets at Emersons Green Village Hall.
The new premises will house an office for up to four permanent
staff members with a separate meeting room for councilors and

committees.
Mayor Nichols said: “We are pleased to think the scheme was
conceived by the previous council and carried to completion by
the new town council.”
Helm Construction site manager Kim Richings said: “We have
been increasingly active across South Gloucestershire and are
thrilled to have been appointed by the council to carry out this
project.”

Emersons Green 

Work starts on new town hall
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Wooden hoarding went up last
Friday around the Cherry Tree
pub, which was put for sale
during the summer.
James A Baker, the agent
handling the sale of the freehold
on behalf of Greene King, would
only confirm that the property is
under offer but could not comment
on the identity of the purchaser or
the future of the pub. It was for
sale at £295,000, plus VAT.
In 2013, the Cherry Tree was
chosen as the Kingswood
Community Pub of the Year by MP
Chris Skidmore. Last week, he
reacted with concern to the
sudden erection of the hoarding,
calling it an “eyesore”. 
He told The Week In: “I hope that the Cherry
Tree, which in better days won the Kingswood
Community Pub of the Year, will remain a pub
and that a suitable buyer can be found. 
“Surrounding the pub in 6ft high hoarding,

however, doesn't help matters - it is an
eyesore that anyone travelling through
Oldland Common village will I am sure agree
is unnecessary and over the top - it looks like
a blight on the local area.”

Oldland Common 

Mystery over pub's future Stockwood

Top choir
in concert
The South Wales Male
Choir will perform at Christ
the Servant Church in
Stockwood on 31st
October at 7.30pm. 

The choir was formed in
1982 and aims to spread
the traditions of Welsh
music to the British Isles
and beyond.  To date it
has toured 20 times
including visiting Canada
France, Eastern Europe,
Australia and seven
commemorative tours to
the World War One
battlefields at Flanders
and Normandy. 

Tickets are £8.  For more
information call 07941
424786.
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Elderly people say bus timetable changes have left them
cut off from Hanham High Street and waiting up to two
hours for a bus.
First's 44 and 17 bus routes were altered as part of timetable
changes across the wider Bristol area in August.  At the time the
company said it had “worked hard with local residents to ensure
that the bus services are working for the communities we serve”.
But residents of Memorial Road, Gays Road and Marion Road,
many of them elderly, say they are now cut off from the High
Street. Their bus service from Hanham Abbots now goes up
Whittucks Road and turns right by the Blue Bowl. 
Parish and district councillor Heather Goddard said: “This is a
long walk for the elderly to the High Street where they need the
Post Office, banks, dentist, pharmacy and hairdressers and
general shopping. 
”This is also being noticed by traders who are already badly hit
by the lack of parking and poor footfall. Hairdressers are
noticing that clients are not arriving in time for appointments and
are left disappointed.
“The other alternative is a bus from Hanham Abbots which
comes up Memorial Road and turns left to Bristol and the bus
stop is in Bryants Hill and again, if you are elderly, this is a long
way to walk to the High Street.”
She said the bus stops in Hanham were only being used by the
hourly Bath to Bristol service.

Hanham 

Bus changes making life difficult for the elderly
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She continued: “There is also a problem to get to Kingswood as
the only stop for the bus is at Lower Hanham Road, which again
necessitates walking from either the Blue Bowl area or Bryants
Hill to Lower Hanham Road. This is also a very difficult journey
for people to access Cossham Hospital.”
There have been reports of the 17 to Southmead Hospital
sometimes arriving early, the next bus being cancelled and
patients subsequently arriving late and being told they will have
to wait two months for another appointment.
And patients at the Whittucks Road surgery who just miss a bus
back to Hanham Road so have to wait an hour for the next can
often actually end up waiting for two hours as the 17 is late or
taken off.
A pensioner from Gays Road who caught the bus to Iceland in
Kingswood to buy frozen food said he had to wait two hours for
a bus home, having just missed one when he came out of the
shop, and the next one was late. 
Bus user Marjorie Brooks, of Bibury Crescent, told The Week In
that the 17 was so unreliable it was actually a “dis-service to the
community”.
First has told parish councillors that the buses were not being
used to capacity but several users claim there have been times
when passengers have been waved on by the driver who has
not issued a ticket. 

Cllr Goddard said the bus company had been invited to send a
representative to the next parish council meeting.
See Letters, page 11

g life difficult for the elderly

Some of those affected by the bus cuts

        



The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Bricklayers

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Blinds
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Architectural
Services

Carpet Cleaning

Caravans &
Motor Homes

Appliances

Building Services

Advertising

Accountancy
Services

        



Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost

Dance Classes
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

Computers / IT

Clock Repairs

Car Repairs

Chimney Sweep

         



Directory & What’s On
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Logs

Garden Services

Guttering Services

Kitchens

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Garden Services
Joinery

Locksmiths

Events

Furniture Makers

Kitchens

         



Directory & What’s On

Personal

Pet Services
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Plumbers Plumbers

Plastering

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Retirement
Services

Podiatry
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

TV & Aerials

TV & AerialsSkip Hire

Storage

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

PVCs, FASCIAS,
SOFFITS, &

GUTTERING
SYSTEMS

inc fitting by our
own qualified

craftsmen
FOR ONLY
£29.95

per meter
(normally £59.95)

15yr Guarantee, Free
Survey & no obligation

written quote

ALL
FLAT ROOFS

50% OFF
Full replacement of

a single garage
roof using 18mm
OSB Smart Ply

Boards & applying
EPDM rubber

Cover for

ONLY
£895

20yr Guarantee

Security

Roofing

             



The Walking With the Wounded charity walk came though Bitton
last week on the Bristol - Bath leg of the nationwide expedition by
wounded veterans, of which Prince Harry is patron.
Four British and two US wounded veterans are walking 1,000
miles across mainland Britain. They started in Scotland on 22nd
August and will finish at Buckingham Palace on 1st November.
Walking With the Wounded was established in 2010 to raise funds
for the re-education and re-training of wounded servicemen and

women.
Find out more about the walk and how you can donate at
http://walkingwiththewounded.org.uk/ 
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Crossword Solution
S S A A S B

L A D M A G G U I T A R
L O E O T N

D U N G L A N G U A G E
T E Y A U

V E R B O S E A T T I C
U S V E

W O U L D P A D D O C K
D L N U A

C I T Y H A L L H U N K
O O C T O A

S U R F E R E X C E P T
S F E D K E

Sudoku Solutions
1 7 3 5 8 2 4 6 9
9 6 2 4 3 7 1 5 8
4 5 8 9 6 1 2 7 3
8 2 4 1 7 6 9 3 5
7 1 6 3 5 9 8 4 2
5 3 9 2 4 8 6 1 7
6 9 5 7 2 4 3 8 1
3 4 1 8 9 5 7 2 6
2 8 7 6 1 3 5 9 4

5 7 3 9 6 8 1 2 4
4 1 8 7 3 2 5 6 9
9 6 2 5 1 4 7 8 3
3 8 9 6 7 5 2 4 1
2 5 6 1 4 3 8 9 7
1 4 7 2 8 9 3 5 6
7 9 4 8 5 1 6 3 2
6 3 5 4 2 7 9 1 8
8 2 1 3 9 6 4 7 5

2 -Hard1-Easy

Veterans' charity walk pass through Bitton

pic: Michael Bell
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