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Students, parents, carers and staff at Summerhill Academy on
Plummers Hill joined forces to help their local community by
donating much-needed food to a local foodbank. 
The food was handed over during a special assembly to celebrate
harvest festival. 

Sally and Andy, from East Bristol Foodbank, part of the Trussell
Trust, attended the festival where the students were shown a short
video of how the food would be distributed to support local families,
and Sally talked about the work of the East Bristol Foodbank. 

Summerhill Academy donated enough food to help feed up to 30
families for up to five days.
Meanwhile Beacon Rise Primary School in Kingswood has also
had a collection for the East Bristol Foodbank.

St George 

School's harvest feeds hungry families

The annual Keynsham Food Festival took place on
Saturday with plenty on the menu from more than 20 local
producers, stores and eateries including the town's
Grasmere Hotel. Pictured are general manager Kirsty
Baker and waitress Amy Jeffreys promoting their
afternoon cream teas.

A tasty day out
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A man whose body was pulled out of the River Avon at
Hanham by police divers last week has been named locally
as Alex Vokins, 22, a former pupil at Broadlands School in
Keynsham.

Detectives who have been
piecing together events leading
up to the young man's death
initially arrested a 24-year-old
man and a 21-year-old woman
on suspicion of murder.
The woman was later released
without charge and as we went
to print, the 24-year-old man
was on bail pending further
inquiries and the police had yet
to officially confirm the identity of
the dead man, although they
said that a post-mortem had
revealed that the cause of death

was drowning.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said: “We are keen to
hear from anyone who was in Hanham area near to the River
Avon last Wednesday afternoon - possibly people walking their
dogs or members of the public walking alongside the river - who
may have information to help us.
“Anyone who is able to help is asked to contact Bristol
investigations on 101, quoting reference 0476 of September
30.”
It is understood that Mr Vokins, who studied at City of Bristol
College after leaving Broadlands, had three siblings.

Man bailed over 22-year-old's
river death

People are being invited to comment on plans to make the
junction of Beckspool Road with Cleeve Road safer for
pedestrians.
South Gloucestershire Council is planning to provide a
new footpath with buildouts and to upgrade the existing
pedestrian island. 
It says the project will help the local community get to
Frenchay Village Hall. The hope is that the work will be
done by next February.
The deadline for comments is 16th October. Find out more
under the Consultations section on the council's website
or call 01454 864459.

Frenchay
Plans to make route safer

Alex Vokins
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Every GP surgery in South Gloucestershire has signed up
to take part in a minor injuries service trial, starting next
April.
South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group (CCG)
approved the two-year pilot last Wednesday. Because of the
conflict of interest, the GP members of the board were not able
to vote.
The estimated cost of the two-year project is £535,000. GP
practices will offer treatment for a range of minor injuries,
including sprains and strains, cuts, bites, and minor burns and
scalds. 
The service will be delivered by nurses, supported by GPs, and
will complement the minor injuries services at Yate and at
Southmead Hospital. Appointments will be available between
8.30am and 6.30pm on weekdays. The CCG is also working
with a local GP provider to offer a weekend minor injury service
at Cossham Hospital. A report to the meeting said feedback
from the consultation held over the summer showed support for
the project. A total of 374 people, of whom 330 were registered
with a GP in South Gloucestershire, responded to an online
survey, with 67% backing the proposal to put extra staffing into
GP surgeries to provide minor injuries services. Support varied
though across the district though, with only 47% registered with
GP practices in the Kingswood, Hanham and Cadbury Heath
area supporting it. 

South Glos

All 25 GP practices will take part in minor injuries trial 
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For help or advice contact Gwyn Pritchard
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Tax planning and advice
Probate

*For a limited time, 15% discount for preparing  
a Lasting Power of Attorney at the same time
as your will.

15%discount on

Powers of Attorney

5212 Private Client ad WEEKinKEYNS 184x131 15%discount.indd   1 29/07/2015   15:49

And 52 people felt minor injuries services would be best delivered
through a minor injuries unit (MIU) - 24 specifically mentioning
Cossham.
Addressing the meeting, Cossham campaigner Reg Bennett said
the CCG had been given a “clear mandate” from 18,500 petitioners
that Cossham was their preferred choice for a minor injuries unit
and that the space for it was still there, two years and nine months
after the hospital reopened.
Although close to the South Glos border, Cossham actually lies in
Bristol. Mr Bennett said provision for minor injuries at Cossham
would “serve the whole of our community and across borders”. 
After the meeting he said he wanted to gauge opinion about
mounting a demonstration "to right this injustice”. (See Letters
page).
Barbara Harris, from the Save Frenchay Hospital Group, also
criticised the patient and public involvement and said the 18,500
petitioners for an MIU had been “ignored”.
The CCG has the support of Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt who in
June backed the decision to trial an alternative service to the MIU
as experience has shown that nationally such units have not
relieved pressure on A&E departments.
Practices in the new South Glos trial will be rewarded if they
manage to reduce the number of their patients who turn up at A&E
or an MIU 'in hours' with minor injuries. The CCG has set a target
for each practice to reduce the number by up to 10% in the first
year and up to a further 10% in the second year. If they do this, the
practices would get a special payment which would push up the

cost to the CCG to as much as
£785,000. However, if targets
are achieved by all the practices,
the savings generated would
cover the costs of the two-year
pilot. 
In comparison, the estimated
cost of running at MIU at
Cossham is £946,000 per year.
The trial will be monitored and
evaluated monthly.
The CCG's annual general
meeting followed the board
meeting and was attended by
around 60 people. Clinical Chair
Dr Jon Hayes said: “The AGM is
an important opportunity for the GPs who lead the CCG to talk
directly to the residents of South Gloucestershire.
“Presentations included the launch of the community frailty service
pilot beginning in October and a film by Sirona Care & Health
showcasing effective multi-disciplinary working to support those
with complex healthcare needs.
“The AGM also provides us with the chance to listen to questions
from local people and Jane Gibbs chief officer of South
Gloucestershire CCG, responded to queries including the future of
the autism assessment and diagnosis service, the Thornbury
Health Centre site and funding of Cossham Hospital.”

s will take part in minor injuries trial 

Jon Hayes
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The body found near Saltford last week was that of Julian
Leach who had been reported missing from the Potters Bar
area of Hertfordshire. 
A member of the public found the body on a footpath off Bath
Road, near Pike's Bridge, at 8.30am on Monday 28th
September.
At a press briefing at
Keynsham Police Centre at
Ashmead Road the following
day, Chief Superintendent
Caroline Peters, North East
Area Commander, issued a
description of the man and
urged anyone with
information to come forward.
Then on Wednesday came
the announcement that he had been identified as Julian Leach,
41, who had last been seen in Potters Bar on Tuesday 22nd
September. Ch Supt Peters said: “We are not treating his death
as suspicious and we do not believe that any criminality has
occurred. I'd like to thank all the members of the public who
responded to our appeals for information. We are now preparing
a file which will be handed over to the coroner's office.”

Saltford 

Dead man named

Close Farm Surgery in Victoria Road has applied to South
Gloucestershire Council for planning permission to extend
its building.
The surgery currently has an over-capacity of patients and
there is already multiple sharing of consulting rooms, while
clinics, such as the baby one, take place behind a curtain
in the waiting room. The proposed part two-storey, part
single-storey extension to the building would have two
extra consulting rooms, an improved seminar space, a
multi-purpose room with potential for complementary
medical uses, and an additional office.
The deadline for comments is 16th October. The reference
number is PK15/4094/F.

North Common
Busy surgery looks to expand

Caroline Peters
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The installation of the long-awaited skatepark facilities at
Court Road has been welcomed.
In August, the three Labour councillors for the Woodstock ward
said they feared the project might be dropped as they were still
waiting for news from South Gloucestershire Council three
years after work had begun on it.
In 2012, a multi-use games area was installed using Section
106 funding - money paid by developers to the council for
infrastructure improvements. At the same time a smaller area
next door was laid with Tarmac and fenced off, awaiting for the
equipment.
Councillors Andy Perkins, Gareth Manson and Pat Rooney said
that despite regular requests for news of the skatepark
apparatus, the latest date had come and passed, leaving them
anxious as rules governing the use of Section 106 funding
mean that if the money isn't spent within a specified period, the
council risks having to repay it.
This week the councillors said they were “delighted” that the
facilities had finally been installed.

Cllr Perkins said: “We hope now that that local young people
will make good use of them. In return we hope that the users
will respect the facilities and, in particular, dispose of litter or
take it home as that has been a frequent issue with the
neighbouring multi-use games area. 
“We are now waiting on council officers to update us on plans
for the playing field on the other side of Court Road. 
“At present some trees have been planted, but the original
plans were to create a more park-like atmosphere with a
network of paths, additional planting and improvements to the
entrance ways into the field.”

Kingswood

Skatepark open at last
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

8 1 5 4
1 7 8
5 4 9 8 1 3

1 2 5 7 4 6
3 1 9
4 2

4 9 8 2 5
7 1 9 8 2
5 6 4

6 8 5
2 7

1 3
4 2

2 8 1
9 4 8

9 6 3
7 2

1 5 4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 11th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

South Gloucestershire Council is cracking down on bad parking
near five local primary schools to improve the safety of pupils.
Revised 'Keep Clear' markings outside the five schools -
Longwell Green, Parkwall in Cadbury Heath, Stanbridge at
Downend, St Anne's at Oldland and St Barnabas at Warmley  -
will be subject to a proposed 'No Stopping' order to make them
enforceable.
The new rules will apply to all vehicles, including school buses,
coaches, taxis, and vehicles displaying a blue disabled badge.
People are invited to make any comments on the proposals by
tomorrow (Friday).

Yellow lines were laid through Bitton village last week, aimed at
tackling bad parking and improving traffic flow at drop-off and
pick-up times at the primary school.

The waiting restrictions on the A431 include single and double
yellow lines and a new bus stop marking in the layby outside
The Meadows School, where parked vehicles had prevented
buses and coaches from waiting safely.
The move by South Gloucestershire Council followed ongoing
problems with inappropriate parking, including on the brow of
the hill near the school, vehicles parking on the pavement and
blocking access to driveways.

Crackdown on
dangerous parking
outside schools

Bitton 

New traffic
restrictions
in place

Longwell Green School

             



'Fictional' bus service
Dear Sir,
Perhaps you could mention the pathetic
bus service 17/17A that is supposed to
serve Keynsham. Since the bus times and
numbers have been changed, it has been
rubbish. They are one an hour to Oldland
Common and they can't do that, so many
people have been stranded for hours at
times and many people have been let
down. Also the timetable has not been
updated in Keynsham and the electronic
device changes at the drop of a hat. It
should come under the heading of fiction.
Surely trade will suffer as we vote with our
feet to a more reliable destination in the
future.
Mrs S Cox
Oldland Common

A thank you letter
Dear Stephen,
I am writing to say thank you to the
member of the public (or staff) at Waitrose
Keynsham who, on Friday 18th
September, handed my black walking stick
into Customer Services after I inadvertently
left it in a shopping trolley.
I realised later that evening it was nowhere
to be seen, so backtracked my movements
that day and traced it back to the store,
collecting it the following morning.
A senior moment!
Again, my thanks,
Martin Harris
Saltford

Let's right this injustice
Dear Stephen,
What is the Clinical Commissioning Group
doing to our health services in South

Gloucestershire, and in particular
Kingswood and District?
The Re-formed Save Cossham Hospital
Group attended the Health Scrutiny
Committee Meeting on 16th September so
that we could report on the results from our
efforts to secure the minor injuries unit we
were promised would be installed in
Cossham in January 2013.
It is regrettable and in our opinion
unreasonable, that the (CCG) Clinical
Commissioning Group did not honour that
promise at their meeting on 30th
September when they voted NOT to allow
us an alternative, a daytime minor injuries
services in Cossham. The petition signed
by 18,500 Kingswood and District public
and patients, it seems, meant nothing.
Frenchay is closed and we had 52,000
signatures on that petition! We are still
waiting for the overdue promise of a
community hospital to be installed on the
site.  
A minor injuries service is just as affordable
in 'Cossham which is your choice' as in a
GP practice. Cossham is ready! GP
practices are not! Cossham is being denied
its right, to do the job it was designed to do!
Serve the people of Kingswood and
district, cutting across boundaries,
available to all.
The CCG is to trial minor injuries services
in GP practices. We don't know when this
will start as they say they have to train

nurses. If you have a minor injury you will
have to book to be seen, and it is not
available out of hours in GP practices. If
you have a suspected fracture, the GP will
send you to Cossham for an X-ray. It
makes sense to cut out the red tape and go
direct to Cossham for your minor injuries
services.
We, the Re-formed Save Cossham
Hospital Group, have done all that we can
so far to right this injustice! I now ask you -
all of the people of Kingswood and District
- to join together. If you want us to mount
the biggest demonstration Kingswood has
ever seen, pledge to attend this
demonstration and we will arrange it.
Sign below and return to me.

Name  ....................................................................

Address .................................................................

Postcode ...............................................................

Sign ........................................................................

Reg Bennett
65 Willis Road, Kingswood BS15 4SW
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Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Reg Bennett

                 



Shedding light on clock
tower's problem
Dear Sir,
Having recently looked at new clock tower,
it took me only two minutes to realise that it
would have been better if in the
development stage provision had been
made for the stained glass pictures to be
illuminated from inside. 

It looks a little drab even in daylight, let
alone at night. Illuminated at night it would
look much better.
G Clark, Keynsham

Candidate's election
pledges
Dear Stephen,
I expect you aware that a by-election has
been called to fill a vacancy on Keynsham
Town Council (South) for which I am the
Conservative candidate. 
There is a misleading impression that
reducing the scope of the Keynsham
Leisure Centre to just a swimming pool is
an initiative of the new B&NES

Conservative administration when in fact
this proposal came from the previous
Labour-backed, Lib Dem administration.
This is to be completely looked at afresh by
the new Conservative B&NES
administration and I write therefore to
make this clear and to explain my priorities
and set out what I want to achieve if
elected.
I have lived in Keynsham most of my life
and run a small business from home. I care
deeply about doing what's right for our
local community. Before moving to my
current home in Mayfields, I spent 30 years
living on Queens Road, during which time
three of my children attended the Queens
Road Kindergarten before going on to be
educated at St John's Primary and then
Wellsway schools.
It's these long-standing roots in our
community which make me so passionate
about standing up for the interests of our
town.  So, as a town councillor, I will:
1. Fight to ensure that the views of

residents are listened to as plans are
drawn up for a new Keynsham Leisure
Centre - with the sports facilities that
residents say are needed in the centre of
our town, where they are most
accessible to the most people.  This is to
take a fresh look at the Labour
supported, Lib Dem proposals of the
previous B&NES administration.

2. Campaign for improved traffic and safety
- including support for our valued local
Dial-a-Ride service and development of
a town bus shuttle, and action to reduce
speeds on notorious local rat-runs.

3. Defend our town against urban sprawl -
with protection for Abbots Wood and
better infrastructure alongside new
development.

I will work closely alongside our two local
B&NES councillors, Alan Hale and Lisa
O'Brien, to champion the needs of our
area.

For too long, under B&NES Council's
previous Labour-backed, Lib Dem
leadership, it felt as though Keynsham's
voice was ignored and our town's needs
sidelined.  I am determined to ensure that
this does not happen again and that the
heart of Keynsham will be given every care
and attention.
Siri Edwards
Conservative Candidate for Keynsham
Town Council

Has Kerry really had a
change of heart?
Dear Stephen,
On page 14 of Issue 391 , it reports Kerry
McCarthy's recent 'clarification' of her
position regarding our farming industry, as
given to BBC Radio 4's Farming Today. 
Unless Ms McCarthy's had a complete
change of heart, she's being less than
candid when claiming she lives in the real
world, where the majority are meat eaters,
and then stating 'I'm not there to sort of try
and overturn that'.
Addressing animal rights campaigners, she
has asserted people need to give up meat
and dairy if they really want to protect
animals and public campaigns, such as
those warning of the dangers of smoking
should be used to encourage people to
give up meat. 
Further, in an interview with vegan
magazine Viva Life, she said: "I really
believe that meat should be treated in
exactly the same way as tobacco, with
public campaigns to stop people eating it." 
In the event of a Labour Government, as
an admitted 'militant vegan', she would be
in a position to mount such campaigns with
the intention of decimating our farming
industry and apply punitive taxes on
foreign meat imports, but where would we
get our milk from? Badgers? If so, we'd
definitely need to pasteurise it. 
M O'Regan 
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Insect which travels in swarms (6)
8 Form of poetry using unstressed and
stressed syllables (6)
9 Stolen goods (4)
10 Angry (3-5)
11 Advertise (7)
13 Used in fuel for better combustion (5)
15 Small retail outlet (5)
17 Works in a hospital or the military (7)
20 Lacking defined limits (8)
21 Fool (4)
22 Skin art (6)
23 Trough in a stable (6)

DOWN
1 Esteem (6)
2 Pipe or tube (4)
3 To state again (7)
4 Light headed (5)
5 Fortify (8)
6 Convenient (6)
12 Blood sucking insect (8)
14 Annoying (7)
16 Professional killer (6)
18 Hanging flap from a headdress (6)
19 Imbecile (5)
21 Unpleasantly damp (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Insect which travels in swarms (6)7
Form of poetry using unstressed and 
stressed syllables (6)

8

Stolen goods (4)9
Angry (3-5)10
Advertise (7)11
Used in fuel for better combustion (5)13
Small retail outlet (5)15
Works in a hospital or the military (7)17
Lacking defined limits (8)20
Fool (4)21
Skin art (6)22
Trough in a stable (6)23

Down

Esteem (6)1
Pipe or tube (4)2
To state again (7)3
Light headed (5)4
Fortify (8)5
Convenient (6)6
Blood sucking insect (8)12
Annoying (7)14
Professional killer (6)16
Hanging flap from a headdress (6)18
Imbecile (5)19
Unpleasantly damp (4)21

A drop-in centre for adults with learning disabilities in Bristol
and beyond is opening its doors on Tuesday 13th October for
a public art exhibition to showcase the talents of its members.
The Hive, based at Two Mile Hill Road in Kingswood, has changed
its name from Avon North Mencap to better reflect the centre's
family atmosphere which the team pride themselves on.
The not-for-profit organisation is a hub for adults with learning
disabilities, giving them a space to socialise, play games and take
part in a variety of activities. It also has an advice and advocacy
service empowering people with learning disabilities to understand
their rights and help them speak out for themselves.
The Hive has recently opened a new art studio to provide their
members with the opportunity to take part in art and pottery
classes. Liz Cooke, chief executive officer of the Hive, said: “The
idea of this art exhibition is to make more people aware of the
abilities of our members, rather than focusing on their disabilities.
We have found that art is a great way for people, especially those
with communication difficulties, to express themselves and we also
recognise the therapeutic benefits this provides.” 
The art exhibition is taking place between 7pm and 10pm on 13th
October at the Hive at 322 Two Mile Hill Road. The Lord Mayor of
Bristol Clare Campion-Smith will be in attendance. Art lovers and
members of the public are invited to attend this event to view the

fabulous artwork and meet the artists.
International cricketer and local professional artist Jack Russell
MBE said: “This art exhibition at The Hive is a big positive for the
whole community. Congratulations to all those taking part.”

Kingswood 

Art exhibition celebrates talents of
adults with learning difficulties

Warmley

New play at Brass
Works Theatre
A new play called Citizen George, written by South-West-based
Brian Weaving, will be staged at the Brass Works Theatre above
Kingswood Heritage Museum from Monday 12th October.
The play is about the remarkable life of the noted musician,
athlete and soldier Joseph Bologne, Chevalier de Saint-Georges
(1745-1799). It is a fictional account of his arrest during the
French Revolution, and the cast of all female actors adds
another level to the way the play looks at respect and
misconceptions. The play at South Gloucestershire's only
professional theatre runs until 24th October, with shows at
7.30pm Monday to Saturday and a 2.30pm matinee on the last
Saturday. Tickets are £12 or £10 concessions - visit
www.brassworkstheatre.com/book-now/
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Plans to make changes to the listed barn at Willsbridge Mill,
including expanding the cafe, have won planning approval.
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh's proposed £200,000 scheme
involves expanding the kitchen, relocating the toilets, installing a
glazed porch over the main entrance, building a recycling store at
the rear and putting in new windows and door and new partitions,
along with insulation and work to the roof.
The Mill is owned by South Gloucestershire Council, and the
community group are tenants at will. The buildings had been
neglected for some time before the group took over and they plan
to source funding for the improvement works.
The expansion will support community activities in the building and
generate funding to support the upkeep of both the barn and the
mill itself.

Events being held at the mill this autumn and winter include
Halloween pumpkin carving with a party and spooky forest walk on
the afternoon of Saturday 31st October, a Christmas fair on 5th
December, wreath making on the 6th and a New Year's Day open
house in the cafe.

Willsbridge 

Mill's café extension approved

Kingswood
Busy season for Drum Corps 
In the last few weeks local Scout band the 37th Kingswood
Drum Corps have been on the road in a busy season which has
seen them take part on a national and international stage.  
Firstly they travelled to Widnes to perform at the 2015 Drum
Corps UK Championships where they were placed fourth overall
in a competition that was won by 2014 European Champions
The Company, from Derbyshire.
Then, for the first time in their 46-year history, the Corps
travelled to Kerkrade in the Netherlands to take part in the Drum
Corps Europe Championships.  
The group ultimately finished 11th in the event which was won
by the Kidsgrove Scouts from Stoke-on-Trent.
Thoughts are already moving to the 2016 season and there are
vacancies in all sections of the 37th Kingswood Drums Corps
(drums, horns, percussion and colour guard) for new members
aged eight to adult.
For more information go to www.37thkingswood.weebly.com

           



Here are some of the many events that took place locally as
part of the World's Biggest Coffee Morning.
It is Macmillan's biggest annual fundraising event for those
facing cancer in which people
all over the UK host coffee
mornings and donations on the
day are made to Macmillan.
Last year £25m was raised, and
this year the organisers hope
they will have raised even more.
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Tiddlers Pre-school at Saltford raised £125 at their event

Emma Lee, Lorna Baker & Victoria Gardner with George at the Chapel
coffee shop in Longwell Green where over £150 was raised

Over £300 was raised at the coffee morning at Kingswood Museum -
pictured is organiser Maggie Law

The Hanham WI team serving coffee and cakes at the community
centre - the event raised over £830

Vanessa Lanham-Cook, Helen Onuora, Charlotte Rossignol with baby
Rupert, & Kate Thomas at the coffee morning at Cossham Hospital

Raising a cup to support charity's work
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Carole Shinfield, Sarah Summerhayes & Mavis Wiltshire at the
fundraiser at Willsbridge Mill

Chloe Cross, Julie White & Lisa Baker at the event at Highcroft Vets in
Longwell Green

Crews Hole

Further delay on
footbridge reopening
St Anne's Footbridge, which it had been hoped would reopen
early this month after major repairs, is likely to be closed for a
few more weeks.
The bridge links Crews Hole to the shopping area in St Anne's
and has been closed since the beginning of June.
The work initially had a three-month timescale but in August that
was put back to early October and now the current estimate is
the end of this month, weather permitting.
While it is closed, pedestrians and cyclists can continue along
the river path on either side of the river and cross at Netham.

t charity's work

Margaret Davies, Pauline Lucas, Sophie Trapp & Denis McColgan at
the event at Community@67 in Keynsham
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week

In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

Careers event for
students and parents
The Ambitions event is in its eighth year of serving the needs of
students of South Gloucestershire schools and their parents. 
Held over two days in October at the UWE Exhibition &
Conference Centre at Frenchay, Ambitions has grown to
become the largest careers event in the South West, attended
by all South Gloucestershire secondary schools with a total of
around 5,000 participants, over 100 local, regional and national
employers, apprenticeship training providers and more than 30
higher education institutions.
The evening event is open to all South Gloucestershire students
and their parents and takes place at the centre between 4.30pm
and 8pm on Tuesday 20th October.
Year 9 students in all South Gloucestershire schools and
academies will also visit the event on 20th or 21st October to
take part in different workshops with employers.

Volunteering roles
Southmead Hospital (North Bristol NHS Trust) has a number of
volunteering roles available.
Full mileage or bus fare costs are paid to all volunteers.
Volunteer Befrienders are required either mornings or
afternoons to sit with patients, provide a listening ear, run
errands to the hospital shop and serve hot drinks. 
Volunteer mealtime assistants are also required all days of the
week, both at lunchtime (11.30am to 1.15pm) and supper
(5.15pm - 6.15pm).
Coffee shop volunteers are also needed, as are helpers to run
the mobile shop which provides a service to patients and staff
on the wards. 
Find out more about these and other opportunities at
www.volunteeringkingswood.org.uk/ or call 0117 960 0376.
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The giant Cadbury's sign weighing over seven tonnes was
cut from the side of the old chocolate factory in Keynsham
on Friday and lowered to the ground.
The historic moment was watched by a large group of former
employees including Hugh Evans, from Warmley, the Fry's
archivist. He received the apostrophe from the sign as a
keepsake.
The removal of the sign, which had been in position since 1982,
is the latest milestone in the transformation of the old chocolate
factory into a £60m retirement community by the St Monica Trust.
The scheme will create 151 assisted living apartments and a 90-
bed care home when it opens in about 18 months as part of the
wider development by Taylor Wimpey.
Wring Demolition removed the sign, which measures 22m wide x
6m high and weighs over seven tonnes. It will be kept in storage
on site for now.

Cadbury's changed its name to Cadbury in 2003 and was bought
by Kraft in 2010. It announced the closure of the Somerdale site
in Keynsham in October 2007 with the loss of more than 500 jobs.
St Monica Trust's chief executive David Williams presented the
apostrophe to Mr Evans, see picture. Mr Evans started working at
the factory in 1975 and his career included roles as a
microbiological technician, hygiene manager and quality, health
and safety and environment manager before taking redundancy
and starting  his own company.
Mr Evans said: “Cadbury, or Fry's as it was originally, was a good
company to work for.
“A lot of people of my generation did 35 to 40 years' service. It was
a stunning setting to work in and we had lots of fun and lots of
laughs. 

He added: “The factory
closure was very sad, but the
land does not go away. St
Monica Trust will breathe new
life into the building and the
land. It is a lovely location
and if done sympathetically
and its heritage is retained, it
will be a really positive
change.”
Also there was Eric Miles
from Kingswood who worked

at the factory as an engineer from 1950 to 1988 and who is
behind the project to restore the factory's Sentinel engine at Avon
Valley Railway at Bitton.
He said the sign represented the identity of the factory while the
old power house, which is due to be removed soon as part of the
redevelopment of the site, was its heart.
Also watching were the Veasey family from Bitton. Sandra worked
in the office there for eight years and her husband John was an
engineer there for 10 years while their son Andrew spent 21 years
in production and in the shop.
Meanwhile Mr Williams said that former factory staff would be
invited to return on a date to be arranged when they would be
able to take a brick from the sections being demolished as a
special memory. 

Former Cadbury's staff watch as sign
comes down from old Keynsham factory
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BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR 
SPECIALIST

� MOT TESTING STATION
� SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
� AIR CONDITIONING
� CAMBELTS & BRAKES
� CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
� COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
� COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
� TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
� SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS

AND MORE . . .

German Car Specialists with over 25 years 
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234

www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
� bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP

MOTORING

Safety tips for autumn driving
Autumn can bring many potential hazards for drivers. 
This time of year is particularly bad for dazzle from low sun.
Make sure your car's windscreen is clean, inside and out. 
Now is a good time to renew worn wiper blades. New ones will
clear the screen more effectively and help reduce dazzle.
Top up your windscreen washer fluid and use with a good
quality, purpose-made additive to reduce the chance of
freezing. Don't use ordinary engine anti-freeze.
Your handbook will give details of the correct antifreeze to use
for your car - there are different types and mixing them could
cause engine damage. If in doubt get a garage to check for you
- many offer cheap or even free winter checks at this time of
year.
Check all bulbs at least once a week, including brake lights and
number plate lights. Your vehicle's handbook will show you how
to change bulbs, though some headlights may require a visit to
the garage. 
A battery fault one of the most common causes of breakdown
at any time of year, but particularly in the winter. If there's any
sign of the battery struggling now, the likelihood is that it'll let
you down at some time during the winter, particularly if it's more
than five years old. It makes sense to renew it now.

Check all tyres for condition, pressure and tread depth. The AA
recommends at least 3mm of tread for winter motoring, so if the
treads are getting low, think about buying new tyres now before
the colder weather sets in.
Your vehicle will take much longer to stop on a wet surface,
particularly one covered with wet leaves, so adjust your speed
and leave a longer following distance so that you are always
able to stop in the distance seen to be clear.
And remember, don't leave it too late to turn on your lights - see
and be seen.
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Smoking ban in
cars with young
passengers
It is now illegal to smoke in a car (or other vehicle) with
anyone under 18. The law changed on 1st October to
protect children and young people from the dangers of
secondhand smoke.
Both the driver and the smoker could be fined £50 although
the police have indicated that they will favour educating
drivers rather than enforcement.
The law applies to every driver in England and Wales,
including those aged 17 and those with a provisional driving
licence.
The law does not apply to e-cigarettes (vaping), a driver who
is 17 years old if they are on their own in the car or to a
convertible car with the roof completely down.
Every time a child breathes in secondhand smoke, they
breathe in thousands of chemicals. This puts them at risk of
serious conditions including meningitis, cancer, bronchitis
and pneumonia. It can also make asthma worse.
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Police and trading standards officers in Bath and North East
Somerset and South Gloucestershire raised awareness of
rogue traders as part of a national week of action. 
Rogue traders are criminals who charge homeowners extortionate
rates for home or garden improvements which are overpriced,
substandard or not required at all. They often target the elderly who
can suffer ill health after such a stressful experience. 
Neighbourhood officers teamed up with trading standards officers
and Neighbourhood Watch members to let householders know
what to look out. 
They also spoke to bank, building society and Post Office cashiers
so they know what to do if a customer unusually wants to withdraw
a large amount of money and if necessary there can be intervention
before criminals are paid for their 'work'. 
And they talked to carers so they know what to do if they come
across people doing building work during home visits. 
There was an automatic number plate recognition (ANPR)
operation on the A4 at Corston, targeting rogue trader vehicles, and
officers attended coffee mornings at The Hawthorns nursing home
in Keynsham, inviting along residents who live in the prefabs
nearby to highlight rogue traders and what to look out for. 
Police also set up a mobile police station for one afternoon in
Waitrose car park in Keynsham as a roadshow regarding rogue
traders.
During the week they were also called to Oakdale Road in
Downend over concerns that men were going door to door offering

to clean drives and handing out notices for a tree care company. 
The men were given words of advice about cold calling and left the
area. 

Crackdown on rogue traders

Students at St Brendan's Sixth Form College were lucky
enough to experience a literary treat last Tuesday as poet,
comedian, musician and song writer John Hegley visited
the post-16 centre. 
The People's Poet Laureate
performed a gig for around 50
A-level English students and
later inspired his listeners
even further whilst teaching a
creative writing workshop.
The college also had a visit
recently from a top civil
servant. Chris Wormald is the
Permanent Secretary for the Department for Education.
With an aim of going back to Westminster better informed
about what life is like in the post-16 sector, he spent time
at the college asking many questions and meeting
members of the St Brendan's community. 

Brislington
Top poet visits St Brendan's

John Hegley
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Retirement housebuilder McCarthy & Stone has submitted a
planning application to develop land south of Harolds Way in
Hanham following extensive consultation over the summer.
The scheme, which is next to Magpie Bottom Nature Reserve,
includes 54 Assisted Living (Extra Care) apartments, 31 car
parking spaces, and landscaped gardens.  
The building steps down as it approaches Magpie Bottom,
finishing in an arc that mimics the path running along the base
of the valley. 
The vacant site already has outline planning permission from
South Gloucestershire Council for a 107-bed care home but
McCarthy & Stone's plans involve access off the roundabout on
the A431 High Street, rather than through Harolds Way, which
is a cul-de-sac. 
Shane Paull, McCarthy & Stone's regional managing director,
said:  “We are grateful for the local feedback we have received
through our public consultation. The input from the local
community has been valuable in helping to shape our plans for
this scheme. 
“Whilst there was already an historic planning permission for
this site, we decided at the outset to provide access to the site
from the roundabout on the High Street, rather than from
Harolds Way, which will reduce the impact on surrounding

roads.   
“We have sought to provide a scheme that makes use of this
brownfield site, respects the surrounding area, and provides an
attractive view at the gateway to Hanham. We have made
changes to the scheme following feedback received through
the consultation process, including the use of sympathetic
materials in the design of the scheme and provision of two
additional parking spaces that will help to improve access to
Magpie Bottom.”   
He added: “There is a real need to increase delivery of this type
of specialist housing to match the rapidly ageing population and
the proposed development would help to meet this housing
need.”
The application reference is PK15/3950/F and comments
should be submitted to the council by 19th October.

Hanham 

Care home plan submitted
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The Friends of Troopers Hill have received a grant from the St
George Neighbourhood Partnership Wellbeing Fund to run a
family fun dog show this Sunday, 11th October.  
There will be classes ranging from the dog with the waggiest tail to
fancy dress with a Bristol Green Capital theme. All classes are free
to enter.
Registration starts at 1.30pm in Troopers Hill Field, accessed by
Summerhill Terrace and Malvern Road. Everyone is invited but
there is no parking in the area.  Those who walk to the show or use
the bus will find it the easiest way to travel.
The show has a serious underlying message about responsible

dog ownership. As part of that, there is a count under way of
incidents of dog fouling on Troopers Hill, the Field and adjacent
woods. Painted spray circles will be appearing to help the count
and highlight the issue.  There will be another count after the dog
show to see whether the dog show has made a difference.
Susan Acton-Campbell, of the Friends of Troopers Hill, said: “We
have many responsible dog owners who use Troopers Hill and are
really pleased and grateful that many dog owners not only pick up
their own dog's waste but that of other dogs. 
“They also pick up litter. This year's count is already showing a
much better result than the count in February 2014.”

St George 

Serious message at fun dog show

Children and parents at Parkwall Primary School had great fun
taking part in den building workshops recently. 
This family event, now in its third year, encourages parents to join
their children in designing and making outdoor dens using old
blankets, towels and cardboard boxes. 
Gerry Woodruff, Parkwall parent mentor, said: “We are fortunate
here to have such wonderful school grounds to use for family
events. Our large wooded area is ideal for promoting outdoor
learning skills such as den making.”
This year Parkwall has introduced forest skills into the curriculum
for its younger pupils. The children have opportunities to use the
environment as a stimulus for learning about the outdoors as well

as building team work and developing self-confidence.
The weather was kind for the den event and those taking part were
rewarded with snacks and drinks to enjoy with their families in their
dens. 

Cadbury Heath 

Den building fun at Parkwall

Broomhill Infant School and Children's Centre in Fermaine
Avenue has been rated as good by the education
watchdog Ofsted.
Inspectors said pupils' achievement and the quality of
teaching was continuing to improve because of the
excellent leadership of the headteacher, the effective
support provided by governors, the good teaching and the
exceptional care all staff give pupils.
They praised the good provision in the nursery and
Reception classes and said pupils' attainment in reading,
writing and mathematics is average by the end of Year 2,
representing good progress from their starting points.
Pupils are said to enjoy learning because teachers are
knowledgeable, manage their classes very effectively and
provide varied and interesting tasks.
Pupils also behave well and are kept very safe.

Brislington

Good school report

               



The Week in • Thursday 8th October 2015 23

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has again spoken in
Westminster in support of the campaign to further increase
the maximum sentence given to banned drivers who kill
someone whilst behind the wheel.
Mr Skidmore, together with the families of Ross and Clare
Simons, and supported with a petition signed by some 18,000
local residents that was taken to No 10 Downing Street, have
already been successful in raising the maximum penalty for
death by driving while disqualified from two to ten years.
The campaign - Justice4RossandClare - is also seeking to raise
the maximum penalty for death by dangerous driving from 14
years to a maximum of life imprisonment. 
In January 2013 34-year-old Ross and his wife Clare, 30, were
riding their tandem bike down Lower Hanham Road when they
were hit by Nicky Lovell, from Oldland Common, who had 70
previous convictions, 11 of them for dangerous driving, and who
had been disqualified four times previously. 
The maximum sentence of 14 years was applied but because
he pleaded guilty during the last week of the trial, that was
reduced to 10 years and six months and, because the
sentences were served concurrently, instead of consecutively,
Lovell has been serving the two sentences back to back. Due
to good behaviour he may be out within five to six years. 
During the  recent debate in Westminster Hall, Mr Skidmore
said: “We have gone to meetings with the Prime Minister and
the Justice Secretary in order to keep ensuring that this issue is

raised at the highest level. We are having this debate to make
sure that we carry on raising it, and will continue to do so if no
action is taken.
“We have the Prime Minister on our side; we met him in March.
The previous Justice Secretary came down to the site and paid
tribute to Ross and Clare. We now need to see that that work is
followed through in the Department, that it is taken seriously
and that our demands are met.”
Responding, the Parliamentary Under Secretary of State for
Sentencing, Andrew Selous MP, said: “I hope to be able to
move to the public phase of the review soon, and we will do
everything possible to attract the widest public attention. The
reforms are likely to require legislation and so will be debated
by Parliament. A commitment has been made to have the
review, and my officials and others are working on that in
earnest.”

Progress on dangerous driving legislation

Ross & Clare

        



24 The Week in •  Thursday 8th October 2015

Things are to take shape at the new Somerdale Pavilion facilities
under the new management. Health charity Aquaterra is bringing a
range of fitness and wellbeing options to the area. 
Watch out for the exercise programmes they will be phasing in after
the big launch on 1st November with Nordic walking, boot camps,
Powerhoop, Fitness Pilates and more - there will be something for
everyone to try. 

1st November will also mark the opening of the boutique gym, the
perfect local facility to step towards those fitness goals! With an
opening offer of £16.33 for your first three months, and whole free
months up for grabs if you sign up a friend, there are significant
savings to be made! 
Connect at facebook.com/somerpavilion or call 0117 986 5787.

Get in shape in Somerdale
FITNESS & WELLBEING

The new pavilion
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The Beehive Natural Health Practice in Keynsham provides a full
range of therapies to meet your individual needs. 
Whether you want help with a particular issue or just some quality
'me time', you will find something to suit
your requirements. 
The team provide treatments ranging
from hypnotherapy to massage,
reflexology to crystal therapy and Reiki
to kinesiology. The centre is also
providing an oasis of calm during
weekdays with 'Mindful Meditation at
Midday' sessions, starting on Monday
12th October. 
Workshops, courses and presentations on Mind, Body and Soul
themes are also provided by the team and outside speakers. 
Details of the therapies and events available can be found by
visiting the website www.thebeehivepractice.co.uk or calling Andy or
Karen on 07598 417938.

Natural approach

The Discover Festival, which is running in South Gloucestershire
this autumn, includes more than 230 events aimed at health and
wellbeing, local food, nature, heritage and creativity .
The festival, co-ordinated by South Glos Council, began last month
runs until 30th October. It brings together activities and events from
local community groups, businesses and council services and is a
chance to discover something new.
As part of the festival there is a Health, Home & Happiness
Showcase at Cadbury Heath Library this morning (8th October).
Next Thursday (15th) you can find out about volunteering at an
event at Kingswood Library from 1pm to 3pm.
And on Sunday 18th October from 10.30am to 11.30am there is
Kung Fu for flexibility, fitness and meditation at Downend Library.
For the full line-up of Discover events visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/discover-festival/

Feel good this autumn

Director
Andy Workman
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Architectural
Services

Advertising

Carpet Cleaning

Caravans &
Motor Homes

Alternative
Therapies

Appliances
Building Services

Caravans
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Electrical

EventsElectrical

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost

Dance Classes
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Computers / IT

Computers / IT

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Clock Repairs

Car Repairs
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Logs

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

Kitchens

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

GOOD QUAILTY
HARDWOOD LOGS £70 per
bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

MINI DIGGER HIRE.   
with driver. Ground works, drives,
garden clearance. 
Tel: 07875 692 480

Garden Services

Joinery

Locksmiths

Home
Maintenance

Events

Furniture Makers

Home Help
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The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Personal
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Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Pianos

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Retirement
Services

Physiotherapy
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

TV & Aerials
Skip Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

StorageSewing Lessons

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Venue Hire

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Crossword Solution
H D I G E T

L O C U S T I A M B I C
N C E D B M

L O O T R E D F A C E D
U A Y T L

P R O M O T E E T H Y L
O E I L

K I O S K O R D E R L Y
C Q M K A

N E B U L O U S D U P E
M I R O A P

T A T T O O M A N G E R
N O N E K T

Sudoku Solutions
7 8 6 1 3 2 9 5 4
1 3 9 6 4 5 7 2 8
5 2 4 9 7 8 1 6 3
9 1 8 2 5 7 4 3 6
2 4 7 3 8 6 5 1 9
3 6 5 4 1 9 2 8 7
4 9 3 8 2 1 6 7 5
6 7 1 5 9 3 8 4 2
8 5 2 7 6 4 3 9 1

3 2 6 8 4 7 5 9 1
4 1 9 6 5 2 3 8 7
5 8 7 9 1 3 4 6 2
1 4 8 7 9 5 6 2 3
2 7 5 3 8 6 9 1 4
6 9 3 1 2 4 8 7 5
9 5 4 2 6 1 7 3 8
7 6 2 4 3 8 1 5 9
8 3 1 5 7 9 2 4 6

2 -Hard1-Easy

Concern about the health implications of South Gloucestershire's
poor secondary education was raised at a meeting of health chiefs
last week.
Currently the overall health of the district's 260,000 residents is
good and average life expectancy is currently significantly better
than the national average,
But at the local Clinical Commissioning Group's board meeting
last Wednesday, the effects on health of the acknowledged poor
secondary and post-16 education in the district was discussed.
Dr Ann Sephton, CCG clinical lead for urgent and emergency
care, said educational attainment in South Gloucestershire was
“not what it should be" and that could have a big impact on health
in the long term.
Although primary schools in South Glos are within the top quarter
nationally in terms of performance, they drop to the bottom quarter
when it comes to secondary and post-16 education. 
It is an issue that South Gloucestershire Council is already
working to improve after last year accepting the findings of a
commission of experts who highlighted the need for urgent action
to raise the unsatisfactory quality of teaching and learning in the
district's schools. 
Dr Mark Pietroni, director of public health for South
Gloucestershire, told the CCG meeting: “We do have a very big
problem with secondary education in South Gloucestershire. A
well-educated population is more likely to be a healthy population.”
He said it was important to keep preventative healthcare as a
priority at a time of increasing pressure on NHS financial
resources.
A plan prepared jointly with South Gloucestershire Council for
promoting prevention and self-care was approved at the board
meeting and will be a priority in the CCG's updated five-year
strategy.

South Glos 

Doctors voice concern
about impact of poor
secondary education Keynsham Rugby Club is delighted to have two long-standing

members acting as volunteers for the Rugby World Cup 2015. 
James Seager is attached to the transport team working out of
Kingsholm, Gloucester, and
is transporting guests,
operational staff and media
to various locations as the
competition develops.
Ian Tweedie is attached to
the workforce operations
team at Sandy Park, Exeter,
which provides support for
all other volunteers at the
stadium and in the city
centre.
Keynsham Rugby Club is
showing every match live on three large screens.  Non-members
are very welcome.

Timsbury Natural History Group  will hear an illusrated talk on
Dragonfies by Andrew Daw at 7.30pm  on Monday 19th October
at the Conygre Hall.
Visitors are welcome (£3). There will be refreshments and a raffle.
For further information ring the secretary Martin Hunt on 01761
433234.

Keynsham Rugby Club
playing a part in Rugby
World Cup 2015

Learn about dragonflies

At a packed house at the Upton Inn in Upton Cheyney, the Bitton
& Oldland Branch of the Royal British Legion held their annual
fundraising harvest auction.
The total raised was £1,475.50 - £180 more than last year.
Pre-auction entertainment was provided by Oldland Brass and the
harvest service was conducted by the branch chaplain, the Rev
Stephen Britton, of Longwell Green.

Harvest auction raises
almost £1,500
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