
The Week in
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Issue no 391FREE

Keynsham sports hall   . . . page 4
Council insists no decision taken yet

Out & About in October  . . . pages 18 to 22
What's going on locally this month

Britain in Bloom success . . . page 31
Awards for Keynsham, St George, Fishponds and
Kingswood

In this week’s issue ......

Read by over 30,000 people every week
1st October 2015

                             



2 The Week in • Thursday 1st October 2015

There was concern and anger about bus service changes
across South Gloucestershire at a public meeting in
Kingswood.
The Public Transport Forum brings together bus operators,
residents and councillors to discuss public transport issues
affecting the district, and the turnout at last Monday's meeting
at the Civic Centre was high. 
Widespread timetable changes across the wider Bristol area
came into effect on 23rd August. 
There are reports of people now missing trains at Keynsham as
a result of the 42 bus no longer going to the town, a change
which followed consultation with residents concerned by
regular double-decker vehicles travelling on residential streets
in the vicinity of Cherry Garden School.
There have also been complaints about the 43, which doesn't
stop in Oldland Common, even though it drives through it.
The withdrawal of the 83 (Kingswood - Thornbury) and the fact
that the 81 (UWE Frenchay - Yate) no longer serves the section
of route between UWE and Kingswood have also sparked
complaints. Labour councillor for Staple Hill Shirley Potts also
told the meeting about her area's need for its half-hourly bus to
Southmead Hospital to be reinstated.  She said hers was a
Priority Neighbourhood with the highest degree of multiple
deprivations in South Gloucestershire, so good public transport
was essential.
She continued: “When the super-hospital first opened, patients

from Staple Hill had to use two or more buses and there were
reports of missed appointments. Hence the campaign and
tremendous appreciation and relief when the number 17 bus
was diverted to cover Staple Hill at 30-minute intervals, only to
be followed by disappointment now, as the service is reduced
to operate hourly.
“When concerns were raised with the operator we were told that
changes were made to improve punctuality by adding more
time between journeys and for buses to complete the route. At
the moment this does not seem to have worked, since against
directions given, buses have been arriving up to 20 minutes late
and even not at all.”
She also criticised the “inadequacy” of the consultation, saying
many people did not have the IT skills or access to computers.
But Oldland Common Conservative councillor Sam Bromiley
feared the change that Cllr Potts was calling for would remove 

Review pledge after bus forum hears catalogue of complaints

The 43 at Oldland Common
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the service from Oldland, North Common and other areas,
“depriving thousands of an hourly service”. 
After the meeting, leading local transport campaigner and
lobbyist David Redgewell stressed that a “united voice” was
needed to campaign for better services for everyone.
He said the urban part of South Gloucestershire was “one of the
most gridlocked areas of Europe” and the current bus network
was not serving the needs of people going about their everyday
lives. He said there had been £600,000 cuts to South
Gloucestershire's transport budget in the last year. He also said
it was important for the council to tap into funding to replace
ageing vehicles, with neighbouring Bristol recently receiving 62
brand new vehicles as part of Green Capital of Europe funding.
A South Gloucestershire Council spokesperson said: "Over the
past three years we have worked with transport providers to
convert subsidised bus routes into commercially viable routes.
We've achieved this by promoting these services to passengers
and have been successful in increasing patronage.
"There were some changes introduced by bus operators, for
commercial reasons, on some routes and we have received
requests to reinstate routes. We will look in to these requests to
determine if there is a high demand for the service and whether
there is an operator willing to take on the route. Like all
councils, we face pressures on our budget, however, we will
continue to work closely with providers to secure the best
possible range of services for our residents."
Regarding the transport budget cut claim, the spokesperson
said: “A report presented to November's Planning,
Transportation & Strategic Environment Committee stated that
'the CSP Supported Bus Project has a savings target of
£550,000 to be delivered over a three-year financial period'.
However, the ITU (Integrated Transport Unit) has been
successfully working with operators to increase patronage both
generally and specifically for supported routes, which has in the
main allowed us to make considerable savings whilst
maintaining, and on occasions improving, coverage across the
region.”
At the time of going to press, First had not responded to our
request for a response to concerns raised at the forum. But at
the time the service changes were announced, the operator
said they were the result of “extended talks and consultation

with local residents”.
A petition on Bristol City Council's website about cuts to the 17,
17A, 42, 44, 81 & 83 services calls for the Mayor and for South
Gloucestershire Council to reinstate and jointly subsidise
services in the Kingswood, Fishponds, Hillfields, Staple Hill,
Hanham, St George and Keynsham areas. 
* A pledge to improve bus punctuality across the city was
signed last week by Bristol City Council and First West of
England.
The Punctuality Improvement Partnership (PIP) is a shared
commitment to achieving a high standard of bus services. The
number of First bus services that start on time currently stands
at 85 per cent, and the PIP has set targets of improving this by
a minimum of two per cent each year to achieve 95 per cent by
2020.

s catalogue of complaints

First MD James Freeman and Bristol Mayor George
Ferguson

        



Police launched an investigation on Monday after a man's
body was found on a footpath off Bath Road. 
Officers were called shortly before 8.30am after a member
of the public found the body.
The death was being treated as “unexplained”. A post-
mortem was due to take place to determine the cause of
death.
Anyone with information was asked to call 101 quoting log
number 150 of 28/09.

Saltford

Man's body found 

B&NES Council has countered claims that's Keynsham's  new
leisure centre will not have a sports hall or squash courts,
saying no decision will be made on the design until such time
as the location has been confirmed.
As we reported last week, Keynsham residents recently had the
chance to consider the sites under review for the new leisure
centre. What caused concern was a detailed description of what

would be included in the
new facility and the sports
hall and squash courts
were obvious by their
omission. Some readers
also claim they were told
by council officials at the
public event that there
would be no provision for

spectator viewing at the swimming pool.
Last week, however, Daniel Cattanach, acting communications
manager at B&NES, said that the drawings and plans on display
were just indications of what might be possible and reassured
residents that no decisions would be taken without further
consultation.
He told The Week In: “We are still in the very early stages of the
process to identify a site and no decision has been made on the
location or the layout of the leisure centre. The drawings shown at
the public consultation were indicative only and no detailed options
for the layout will be drawn up until the site has been determined.
Any proposed options would be subject to further public 
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consultation including local clubs and
leisure centre users." Many clubs and
organisations which currently use the
facilities at Riverside have already begun
lobbying their local councillors and MP
Jacob Rees-Mogg about the plans which
potentially could leave them homeless.
The Chew Park Badminton Club has been
a tenant at the leisure centre since it
opened in the 1970s. They had already
approached Wellsway Sports Centre about
a possible transfer but its current
requirements for block booking of courts of
two nights a week meant they couldn't be
accommodated.
Keynsham Squash Club has more than 80
members and two teams playing in the
Bristol District Squash league. There are
currently no other facilities for squash in
the immediate area.
Meanwhile Keynsham Swimming Club are
known to punch well above their weight
when it comes to success on a national level and when it comes to
competitions, and Commonwealth medallist Siobhan-Marie
O'Connor is the latest success story to have emerged from the
club's age group development. Galas and competitions are key to

nurturing successful athletes like Siobhan but it is not clear how
these would operate in a new swimming pool without spectators.
The deadline for response to the council consultation on the leisure
centre site is tomorrow (2nd October).

e centre sports hall
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Whereas hundreds wrote letters of objections, signed a petition
and marched on the streets to protest against McDonald's plans
to open a restaurant in Fishponds, a much smaller burger chain
is being welcomed by the community with open arms.
The award-winning Burger Joint, identified as one of the 10 top
burger restaurants in Britain, has just won permission from Bristol
City Council to open in the old Fishponds Cards & Gifts shop.
The growing local chain of restaurants currently has two sites - in
North Street, Bedminster and on Whiteladies Road, Clifton and is so
popular it has to turn customers away.
The owner is Dan Bekhradnia, a University of Bristol graduate and
former head chef of the Blue Monkey in Bristol and the Jericho Cafe
in Oxford. He developed the burger joint concept while training at
Joe´s, one of Oxford´s most popular bistro restaurants.
The council decided on 16th September to approve the planning
application for the property at 773 Fishponds Road which will give
the Burger Joint its third restaurant. 
Mr Bekhradnia said:  “We had an almost unprecedented 300
expressions of support which, we understand, had a major influence.
Council officers were against the proposal to begin with. Thanks to
all those who supported our application. It was a borderline decision
and the high levels of local support really helped.”
Speaking recently on BBC's World Business Report, Mr Bekhradnia
said: “The gourmet burger side of the industry has inevitably taken
some of McDonald's customers because there was only one type of
burger restaurant to go to in the past and now there is another one

which might be more expensive but it's serving a higher quality
product.”
He said all meat is locally sourced and there is such a huge choice
of combinations that customers never get bored.
There had been protest marches and rallies against McDonald's
plans for a two-storey Drive-Thru restaurant further along the
Fishponds Road, on the site of the old Bristol Tiles unit. A 1,699-
name petition was submitted along with around 500 individual
objections.
Concerns were also raised locally about disturbance, air quality, litter,
noise and odour, and the health impact on young people as there are
several schools nearby.
Earlier this year the city council rejected McDonald's plans on safety
grounds. The fast food giant has since launched an appeal against
that decision.

Fishponds

The burger chain that's taking a bite out of
McDonald's market
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The funeral took place at Haycombe in Bath this week of
Auschwitz survivor Michael Rehfisch, from Saltford. He
was 88.
Mr Rehfisch died last month from pulmonary disease, leaving
his second wife Patricia, son Amir, two stepsons, two
grandchildren and a great-grandson. His first wife died in 1980
and his daughter died in 2012.
In autumn 2013 at Kingswood Library Mr Rehfisch spoke
publically about his life.
He was living in Germany at the start of persecution in 1938.
One of his early memories was of being put on a cattle truck
with his mother. There were between 40 and 50 people in each
truck and there was only room to stand. It was night-time when
he arrived at Auschwitz and the area was brightly lit. SS men
surrounded the trucks with rifles and dogs.
During 1944-1945 there were rumours that the Russians were
approaching, and at some point he was given half a loaf of
bread and told to join a march with 700-800 people. They
walked for about one and a half days. Some were shot if they
could not keep up and others died of exhaustion. However, at
an overnight stop Michael decided he did not want to carry on.
He and other boys hid in the camp's latrines. When the march
continued, without the desperate group, they raided cupboards
for food before escaping to the forest. Eventually he was picked
up by Russian soldiers who he said treated him well.
After the war, Mr Rehfisch was taken to a German refugee

centre. As he had relatives in America he thought he would be
sent there but an English soldier, who was a distant relative,
came looking for him. He told him he must go to Palestine
(which later became Israel) where he worked as a bus driver for
some 40 years. 
In 1980 his first wife died and the following year he met his
second wife Patricia, from Bristol, during a visit to Germany.
She was on holiday and he was lobbying the German
government for reparations.
They lived in Israel for three years before settling in Saltford on
his retirement. He is quoted as saying:  “That's when I stopped
letting my past haunt me. I refused to let it dominate my whole
life. That's when I moved on, and closed that chapter.”

Auschwitz survivor dies, aged 88

Michael Rehfisch
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Police are appealing for witnesses after an attempted distraction
burglary in Redfield. 
At approximately 6pm on 26th August a man called at the home
of an elderly woman on Verrier Road, alleging to have been
asked by her son to carry out some painting work. 
The victim gave the man the code to the key safe outside her
home and he entered with another man. 
Luckily, a friend of the victim arrived at the house and the two
men left the property. Nothing was taken. 
The first suspect is described as an older, white man with wavy,
dark hair.  The second was much younger, also white, with
medium length blond hair. 
Anyone with information is asked to contact us on 101 and
quote crime reference number 94408/15.

Distraction
burglary appeal

      



The Week in • Thursday 1st October 2015 9

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

1 2 8
5 2 9 6

3 5 4
9 3
8 9 1 7 5

1 7 5 2
6 1 4 7 8 9 2
3 6

5 3 1

9 3 4
5 1

4 5 2
1 2 6 7 3

3 1
4 2 5

6 7 9
8 9 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 4th October

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG
(9am-7pm)

Commendations - and
criticism
Dear Sir,
In the atmosphere where it is popular to
complain about the authorities, I would like
to commend two services which I have
experienced.
The flower boxes which have been placed
in Keynsham are an added pleasure to the
street scene and the people involved
should be congratulated on the brightness
they add to the continued stream of traffic,
which seems to be ever present as
B&NES' attempts to dumb down our High
Street. Well done.
The staff at the recycling centre at Pixash
Lane have been consistently helpful to me,
and others, when arriving with waste.  Well
done to them for helping to get items to the
appropriate containers.
On a sour note, however, I understand that
B&NES wish to site the leisure centre at
Ashton Way. What is going to happen to
the car park area? The idea of a multi-
storey car park is insane.  Do we need
another high rise box in our High Street
area?  This would again spoil the visual
eye line of the town centre.  B&NES seems
determined to take away the uniqueness of
our High Street and provide us with even
more overpowering, square, unattractive
boxes in ever increasing dull colours.
J Lynch

Longwell Green Eisteddfod
Dear Sir,
One of the major cultural events in South
Gloucestershire is the Longwell Green
Eisteddfod (26th - 31st October) where
many children and young people
participate in music, voice, dance and the
performing arts. This event has been
running for many years and relies entirely
on volunteers to make it run efficiently.  The
event is based at Longwell Green
Community Centre and the United Church.
The Eisteddfod urgently needs volunteers
for morning, afternoon and early evening
sessions, mainly to act as door stewards.
Help and instructions are given to all our
volunteers and the straightforward work
can be done sitting down! Although
individual stewards are highly valued, it is
often easier if couples or friends help out.
Some of our volunteers come along in
groups of three or more. There are
opportunities to view the performances if
you are volunteering. Without help from the
public, the Eisteddfod would simply not
exist. So please email or telephone me
(brucepmatthews@btinternet.com or 0117
9322305) or contact David Tiley on 0117
9322408 (email dttiley@btinternet.com) if
you can help. 
Just one morning, afternoon or evening
session would make all the difference.
Bruce Matthews

Marathon volunteers
needed
Dear Stephen,
When I saw that the first ever Sanlam

Bristol + Bath Marathon was coming
through Bitton on Sunday 25th October, I
wanted to be involved but running it was
out of the question! 
So I am getting together a team from St
Mary's Church, plus others who are able to
join us to provide a roadside Energy
Station Team at Bitton. The runners will be
at about Mile 19 so we are expecting many
will be keen to grab an energy drink. 
We could do with some more volunteers
and if you fancy getting involved do give
me a ring on 0117 932 2122 and if I'm not
there, leave your number on our
answerphone and I will come back to you.
We will be going from about 11 to well into
the afternoon so I am hoping we have
enough people to work in shifts.
Ken Gibson

Use it or lose it!
Dear Sir,
So are we to finally get a minor injuries
service for Kingswood? Reg Bennett and
Jo McCarron must be commended for their
efforts in keeping on at the CCG regarding
this. The Week In reported (Issue 389) that
an out-of-hours service at Cossham is
being considered along with an 'in-hours'
service offered by GP practices - albeit on
a trial basis. 
Given that a budget was allocated for this
three years ago, there should be plenty of
unused money to fund it. So, residents of
Kingswood make sure you use it, or you'll
lose it!
Derek Brewer
Willsbridge

Letters
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Letters
This is not what we
voted for
Dear Sir,
So our new clock is finally going up in
Keynsham. While it is not finished, it is
clear to me something appears to have
gone terribly wrong with the design.
Last year, the residents of Keynsham were
asked to vote for their preferred design and
if I remember well, they opted decisively for
the one proposed by Sebastien Boyesen. It
had four sides, a plinth and large clock
faces with classical Roman numerals.
What happened?  Did Government budget
cuts decide the fact that we could only
have three sides instead of four? 
Or was it a classic case of a committee
getting involved in the design of the horse.
Looks like we got the camel, whatever the
reason.
B Sinclair
Keynsham

Consultation means
nothing
Dear Stephen,
Like Andy Wait, I too was looking forward
to the 'unveiling' of the new clock although
with its appearance during construction,
things were not looking promising. And so
it proved to be. Why it was not finished on
time, when the September 19th date was
announced months ago and why the clock
differs from that chosen is baffling.
Laughable excuses to follow?
Two letters in last week's issue (390) from
Julia Chandler and Gill Hellier both
summed up what most of us feel, with Gill
asking that old chestnut of a question... the
purpose of consultations. As we know,
experience has taught us where

Keynsham is concerned, there is no
purpose. It's a subject I've covered many
times. Consultations are nothing more than
a cosmetic exercise, just simply going
through the motions. And yet every time we
fall for it.
I know Mr Wait felt I unfairly criticised the
previous Lib-Dem led B&NES Council and
this is not another 'dig' but picking up on a
comment in Nick Norris' letter about the
possible reduced facilities regarding a new
leisure centre due to “insufficient funds”
when, and I quote, “B&NES found plenty of
money to build their monstrous Civic
Centre”. 
And that is precisely the point - £34m just
to move their office staff. No wonder the
pot is empty. Again, the issue of
consultation crops up. The letters
mentioned, and that of Margarite Lush,
show that I am not alone in giving
constructive criticism when justified.
Finally, the public 'consultation' event on
proposals for Keynsham's future
development; I noticed the remark within
the management plan that makes
reference to the town being
“comprehensibly savaged by modern
development”. Exactly, it speaks volumes.
Unfortunately the damage is irreversible.
It's what happens when the few decide
what's best for the many!
John Howlett
Keynsham

Time will tell
Dear Stephen,
The negative correspondence following the
unveiling of our incomplete clock was
inevitable. I am sure no one was more
disappointed than the artist Sebastien
Boyesen.
For two years he has lived and breathed
this project. His engagement with the
community was exemplary - B&NES could
take notes. The depth of his research was

incredible - did YOU know that Fry's had
produced an advert featuring five girls in
support of their Five-Boys advert? Ten local
children now feature in these in panels on
the clock.
He used the latest technology to produce
the stained glass - a technique new to him
and these amazing panels now show the
many individuals past and present who
have helped build our town. It provides a
huge resource to all who care to use it.
I would urge everyone to exercise a little
patience and reserve judgement until they
see the finished product.
Sheila Crocombe

We need sports facilities
under one roof
Dear Editor,
The cat is out of the bag!  B&NES planners
appear to have axed the sports hall and
squash courts from the new Keynsham
Leisure Centre plans.  In a presentation on
15th September, conveniently hidden
among four other completely different
topics, were tentative draft proposals
showing possible sites for the new
facilities. The maps were good, but the
details of provisions were very vague,
(described as not finalised). The question
being asked was: 'Which would be your
preferred location?'
So far, so good. What was not so obvious
was the fact that a major provision (i.e the
sports hall) was missing from the plans. On
some sites such provision would be almost
impossible to provide without massive
changes and/or difficult compulsory
purchases. Following the quick poll, the
council can claim that after public
consultation the residents of Keynsham
preferred site X.  It can then plough on to
the point of no return. Or am I being too
cynical?
The planners seem to think that use of
Wellsway School can provide alternative

             



sports hall facilities. Really?  It is extremely
unlikely that it could accommodate even
the existing evening leisure centre activity.
Providing daytime facilities would be
extremely problematic, if not impossible,
especially with child protection issues.
Wellsway School provides excellent
education for its pupils. This is its duty
above all other consideration. Is it really
possible that the headteacher and the
board of governors will enter a legally
binding agreement to provide suitable
sports hall facilities for the next 50 years
(the life of a sports hall)? Even if this were
to happen, the synergy between current
leisure centre activities would be lost.
A sports hall permits competitive sports
such as 5-a-side football, basketball,
netball, badminton and table tennis, along
with trampolines, majorettes and anything
else that requires height!
My own sport, badminton, is played both in
the daytime and in the evening. It is great
for meeting people and can be enjoyed by
male or female, at levels between friendly
knock about to all-out league competition. I
have personally come across people from
ages five to 85 who enjoy keeping fit this
way.
Keynsham is growing rapidly in size, has a
large retired population, all the health
experts are advising us to exercise more,
and the Government have been pushing
the Olympic Legacy. What does B&NES
do? Reduce sports facilities!
I know we are currently faced with austerity
measures for the next few years. This
hardly applies to a project which will be
financed over its lifetime of (say) 50 years.
Believe it or not, the so-called consultation
on such an important topic for Keynsham,
required people to give their opinion by 2nd

October - just over two weeks!
Even if the above date is passed, I appeal
to ALL users of Keynsham Leisure Centre
to email the planners at
placemaking_plan@bathnes.gov.uk.
Subject:  Redevelopment of Keynsham
Leisure Centre.  
Please demand that all existing facilities
are catered for under one roof.  Time is not
on our side so please do it NOW!
Clive Honeychurch

Let's push for a leisure
centre that suits our needs
Dear Editor,
Under the current leisure centre plans
proposed by BANES, Keynsham will gain a
larger gym and a learner pool, but lose the
multi-purpose sports hall, the squash
courts, the sauna and spectator seating for
the pool.
I understand the council is under budgetary
constraints but as Keynsham is a growing
town, with several large new housing
developments, facilities need to be
maintained, rather than downsized.
The loss of the squash courts would mean
no squash provision in the local area (the
nearest courts are nearly three miles
away). The courts are popular and
regularly booked. 
The loss of the multi-purpose sports hall
would particularly impact on daytime
bookings.  Whilst there is sports hall
provision at local schools, this is limited as
it is used by the schools during the school
day. This would particularly impact daytime
badminton groups and pre-school
activities, plus the locations of the school
facilities may mean those without a car
would struggle to attend the alternative
locations. There also could be an impact
on the popular holiday clubs that the
leisure centre currently runs.
The loss of the spectator seating would be
particularly detrimental to the swimming

clubs that operate from the leisure centre
(Keynsham Swimming Club, Keynsham
Seals Disabled Swimming Club and
Keynsham Life Saving Club). They use the
pool for galas where the current seating is
often full, such is the support of the local
community.
It would be better for the council to
consider removing the learner pool (given
that lessons are currently conducted
without a learner pool and there is a learner
pool within a short drive in Longwell Green)
and downscale/remove the fitness facilities
and studios (given there is provision for
these within Keynsham at the new
Somerdale Provision Fry Club (run by the
incumbent Aquaterra Leisure), at Wellsway
School and privately at Platinum Fitness.)
I urge concerned residents to lobby the
council to change their plans so Keynsham
gets a leisure centre to suit the needs of
the local community.
Samantha Bell
Keynsham
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The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news
and welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity
is possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Cool storage area (6)
8 A newly grown shoot (6)
9 Marine armed force (4)
10 Relating to the heart (8)
11 One of a series of printed works (7)
13 Skill (5)
15 Fruit growing on a bush (5)
17 Whatever person (7)
20 Someone skilled at reasoning (8)
21 Defies trade union instructions (4)
22 Wellbeing (6)
23 Shun or avoid doing something (6)

DOWN
1 Delay (6)
2 Friend or associate (4)
3 To prepare food in advance (7)
4 The act of lending money at high interest rates (5)
5 Military ammunition (8)
6 Text highlighted in red (6)
12 Awful (8)
14 Area around the alter (7)
16 A guided missile (6)
18 Coating baked onto metal or glass (6)
19 Direction (5)
21 Draw into the mouth (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Cool storage area (6)7
A newly grown shoot (6)8
Marine armed force (4)9
Relating to the heart (8)10
One of a series of printed works (7)11
Skill (5)13
Fruit growing on a bush (5)15
Whatever person (7)17
Someone skilled at reasoning (8)20
Defies trade union instructions (4)21
Wellbeing (6)22
Shun or avoid doing something (6)23

Down

Delay (6)1
Friend or associate (4)2
To prepare food in advance (7)3
The act of lending money at high interest 
rates (5)

4

Military ammunition (8)5
Text highlighted in red (6)6
Awful (8)12
Area around the alter (7)14
A guided missile (6)16
Coating baked onto metal or glass (6)18
Direction (5)19
Draw into the mouth (4)21

Letters
Swimming pool must be in
the centre
Dear Stephen,
I have always been of the view that the
proposed new public Keynsham swimming
pool and fitness centre should be situated in
the centre of Keynsham and not on the
outskirts. 
There are three sites that are being put
forward in the public consultation being
conducted by B&NES Council. This rather
brief consultation period ends on 2nd
October. Two of the sites are in the centre
and the third, Hawkswell, is within walking
distance of the centre. 
A central location is well served by local
buses and can act as a magnet bringing
people close to the High Street shopping
area. This view is shared by the
overwhelming number of residents that I
have spoken to. The previous Lib Dem
B&NES Council administration put the funds
to build these facilities into the budget. I want
to see that this opportunity for a new
swimming pool and fitness centre is not

wasted, that there is no unnecessary delay
in delivering this project, and that the ear-
marked funds are not diverted in any way.
Andy Halliday, Lib Dem candidate
Keynsham South by-election for the
Town Council, Lilac Court, Keynsham

An exciting vision for
Keynsham
Dear Stephen,
I would like to take the opportunity to
comment on two related articles published in
recent issues of The Week In, entitled, 'A
better future for Keynsham', (Issue 388), and
'Neighbourhood plans progress - but not in
Keynsham' (Issue 389).
Firstly, having read 'The Heart of Keynsham'
planning document produced by Mr Terry
Edwards and other residents, and having
taken advantage of one of his informative
Walk and Talks, it is clear the advocated
policy offers a bold, coherent and exciting
vision for the future of Keynsham. 
Most importantly it stresses the need for any
future development to reflect the needs and
aspirations of the residents of Keynsham,
while mitigating the town's present chronic
traffic problems. In short, 'The Heart of
Keynsham' offers some much-needed

joined-up thinking and visualises what
benefits an imaginative strategy would offer
Keynsham as a whole.
Secondly, I was surprised to read in the
article 'Neighbourhood plans progress - but
not in Keynsham', that Keynsham Town
Council declined the opportunity to develop
a Neighbourhood Plan in 2012. There may
well have been extenuating circumstances
for such a decision at the time, but surely
with so many imminent planning decisions
pending, not to mention those already under
construction, it would be wise for the town
council to re-visit the need for such a plan. 
It does seem anomalous that the largest
town in the local authority has no tangible
means of influencing and setting the agenda
of key developmental policy, and thereby
passing over the opportunity to enact a
much-needed vision for the whole of
Keynsham.     
I very much hope, indeed expect, that in the
absence of any over-arching planning
outline for Keynsham, that both the town
council and B&NES give the 'Heart of
Keynsham' document produced by Mr
Edwards and other residents the due
consideration it undoubtedly merits.
Simon Hazelwood
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Forty-six people have signed up to register the Tennis
Court Pub as an Asset of Community Value to raise the
plight of the pub that is currently on the market and may
soon be turned into flats.
MP Chris Skidmore led a campaign over the summer which
saw over 300 people sign a petition against a planning
application to demolish the pub entirely. The application was
subsequently withdrawn, but the MP pledged to continue the
fight to get the historic drinking hole recognised for its value as
a community pub.
Along with local resident Ray Bazeley, Chris has helped
organise the Save the Tennis Court Pub community group. At
its first meeting 46 residents attended, including members of
Bristol CAMRA, and signed up to protect the pub as an Asset of
Community Value (ACV).
ACV legislation removes permitted development rights,
ultimately giving communities a say in what happens if the
owner wants to demolish a pub or convert it to another use.
The forms have now been submitted to South Gloucestershire
Council and the group is awaiting confirmation of the
registration. If successful, the Tennis Court would become the
first pub in the Kingswood constituency to be registered as an
ACV. 

Mr Skidmore said: "As someone who has run a Community Pub
Award over the past five years (in association with The Week
In) pubs can be more than just a place to drink; local residents
not only socialise here, but they are places that do have
community value, whether that be holding sports events, raising
money for charity, or simply allowing old friends to catch up
together. 
“The Tennis Court has been a part of Kingswood's fabric for so
long it would be a shame to see it go. We have to fight to protect
it, and I want to thank all the local residents who have signed
up to the new community group and forms to register the pub
as an Asset of Community Value - we have to try and protect
historic pubs like this for the future. Once they are gone, there
is no bringing them back."

Kingswood 

Bid to list local as an Asset of
Community Value

        



Bristol East MP Kerry McCarthy, a vegan and animal rights
champion, has been responding to critics of her recent
appointment as Shadow Secretary of State for Environment,
Food & Rural Affairs.
There has been concern from some quarters, including on the
Farmers Weekly website, while the Countryside Alliance chief
executive said: “We look forward to hearing how Ms McCarthy, who
is patron of the Vegan Society which believes “animal farming is no
longer sustainable and severely damaging to the environment” and
is “against all shooting sports” intends to re-engage the Labour
Party with the rural community.”
But Maria Chiorando, editor of Vegan Life magazine, hailed the
MP's appointment as “a good move for farming” and said a
commitment to improved animal welfare and greater sustainability
was not so strange.
Last week she clarified her position on BBC Radio 4's Farming
Today: “The world isn't going to turn vegan just because I'm in post.
Most of my constituents eat meat although actually there is quite a
lot of vegetarians and vegans in Bristol, but I live in the real world
and I'm not there to sort of try and overturn that. I have my own
personal views on what I choose to eat but I accept that we have a
livestock industry in this country.”
And writing about her appointment on her website she said she had
a long-standing interest in the issues within her ministerial portfolio,
protecting the natural environment and biodiversity, promoting
sustainable food and farming, campaigning on food waste and food

poverty, marine conservation and animal welfare.
She is a patron of the food poverty charity FoodCycle and recently
introduced a Food Waste (Reduction) Bill in Parliament, which she
said has gained a huge amount of support.
The MP also spoke about animal welfare: ”I am a vice-president of
the League Against Cruel Sports, and will continue with the long-
established Labour policy of opposing any attempts to overturn the
ban on fox-hunting. It is also Labour policy to oppose the badger
culls, as both ineffective and inhumane.”
She said it was important to remember the third part of her job title
- rural affairs: ”I may represent an urban seat, but have spent my
political life (indeed, my whole life) in two regions - the East of
England and the South West - which are predominantly rural.
Poverty in rural areas and our coastal towns, lack of affordable
housing, transport infrastructure, access to superfast broadband,
and flooding are just some of the issues that will be on my agenda.”
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East Bristol 

Kerry gets to grips with new role in Corbyn's
front-bench team Kerry pictured with animal rights

advocate and Queen guitarist Brian May
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week

In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

Situations Vacant
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Two events will be taking place in Downend this month in aid of
the Bristol Link of the Chernobyl Children's Life Line.
On Sunday 4th October at Christchurch Hall, there will be
ballroom and sequence dances from 2pm to 4.30pm. The cost
is £5 per person which includes tea and cake. Places are
limited.
And on Sunday 10th October there will be a fundraising quiz
night at Christchurch Hall. The cost is £7 per adult (£3 for under-
16s) to include a buffet and BYO drink. There can be a
maximum of eight adults per team and doors open at 7.30pm
with the first question at 7.45pm.
For more information about these events call Pete Naish on
07747 475814 or visit the website at ccll.org.uk/bristol
Every year the charity brings children from Belarus on a four-
week respite care holiday to help them cope with the
consequences of the Chernobyl nuclear disaster of 1986.
Nationally over 2,000 children from Belarus and Ukraine will be
brought over to the UK by the charity's various Links, including
up to 18 to the Bristol area.
All host families are volunteers and support the children from
their own pockets. Having them as part of their family for two
weeks could add up to two years to their life expectancy.

Russian artist Valentina Jarrett has donated some of her work to
Keynsham Library as a thank you for hosting an exhibition of 3D
art.
Valentina has recently settled in Keynsham but has held
exhibitions in several countries and most recently hosted an Art
Corner for 6,000 children at this year's Sport Accord Convention
in Sochi, Russia.
Dimensional art has been around since the Middle Ages and
practised by the likes of Lord Byron, Matisse and Picasso. 
Her exhibition has actually been extended until this Saturday
(3rd October) and is the latest to take advantage of the art wall
in the new One Stop Shop in the town centre.  
Community groups and organisations can stage displays free of
charge and more details can be obtained from the B&NES
website www.bathnes.gov.uk

Fundraising
events

From Russia with love

Valentina with Keynsham library manager Lorraine Corbishley and
Julia Burton, B&NES libraries development manager
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There's a varied programme of demonstrations lined up for this
weekend's Keynsham Food Festival being held at the Scout HQ
on Ashton Way.
First up at 10.30 am is a talk on foraging from local jam makers
Heavenly Hedgerow. At 11.30 am the art of sausage making is

uncovered by Sausagenius. A
bee keeping demonstration
follows at 12.30 pm and at 1.30
pm Jaz and the team from
Tandoori Garden will be
cooking up a flavour of the
east.
Throughout the day more than
twenty local producers, stores
and eateries will be displaying
their wares and you will also be
able to see apple pressing, buy
tea and cakes and have the chance to win a Waitrose hamper.
There is plenty of entertainment for the children too and
entrance is free. The fun starts at 9.30 am.

A modern jive class and tea dance for the over-55s (though all
welcome) has started on Tuesdays from 2pm to 4pm at Hanham

United Reformed Church Hall in
Tabernacle Road. 
The class has recently started
so there are plenty of places
available. The basics are taught
and the class moves at a pace
to suit everyone.
For more information contact
Sue Halliday on 07979740702
or email sue-
halliday@hotmail.com
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and  entertainment in October

Art exhibition

T-Jive for fun and exercise

Food demonstrations at Keynsham festival

The Phoenix Art Club is holding an exhibition and sale of
paintings at the United Church, Bath Road, Longwell Green on
Saturday 10th October from 10am to 4pm.  
Admission is free.

          



The chamber choir Cappella Nova will be in concert at Holy
Trinity Church, Doynton, on Saturday 24th October at 7.30pm.
The 'Fairest Isle' concert is in aid of the PAWS-GIST charity,
which was founded by Doynton mother Jayne Bressington
after her daughter Eve was diagnosed with a rare
gastrointestinal stromal tumour (GIST). 
PAWS stands for Paediatric Adolescent Wild-type &
Syndromic GIST. The charity aims to improve treatment and
find a cure for rare GIST in young people.
Inspired by Henry Purcell's musical setting of words by John
Dryden, the programme of songs and readings celebrates the
heritage of our island nations through popular folk song
settings. The concert includes choral music by Purcell and
Holst, and arrangements of folk songs by Vaughan Williams
and others.
Tickets are £10 (free for under-16s). The ticket price includes
refreshments. Call Bath Box Office on 01225 463362.

A special family day will take place at the Tree Life Centre
based at Grimsbury Farm, Kingswood, on Saturday (3rd
October).
As part of the national Big
Green Weekend 2015, the
Tree Life Family Fun Day
from 11am to 3pm is a
chance to get involved in
bush craft sessions and
nature crafts and to wander
the tree trail.
The Tree Life Centre is a
community tree nursery
where volunteers collect
seed from local native trees
and wildflowers, cultivate
them, and sell them on or
plant them out.
For more information call
0117 960 5447.

Cappella Nova
in concert

Tree-mendous day out 
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The Space, Keynsham's new entertainment venue at the Civic
Centre will achieve another first this month with the arrival of its
first professional touring theatre. On Thursday 15th October,
Live Wire Theatre will be presenting "Hands Up for Jonny
Wilkinson's Right Boot" as part of a tour of the West Country.
While rugby is clearly in the headlines at the moment, do not be
put off by the title.  In fact, it's nothing to do with the former
England star at all really, but a tale of inequality and prejudice
in the game a hundred years ago.  It follows the tale of a
Cornish rugby legend Frederick Stanley Jackson and his
struggles with entrenched attitudes at the RFU. With a cast of
just four, the tale moves from Cornwall to the Maori
communities in New Zealand and shores of Gallipoli in the First
World War.
The play has already been nominated for the Best Touring
Show 2015 and has already been performed in Bath to rave

reviews. The British Theatre Guide recently wrote: "Hands Up
for Jonny Wilkinson's Right Boot is theatre of the highest
quality. It is entertaining, thought-provoking and far transcends
the rugby field. Don't miss this highly original production."
Tickets cost £10 and are available from the Keynsham Town
Council office in Temple Street.

Acclaimed touring production comes to Keynsham
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Keynsham 

Iconic sign
coming down
The giant Cadbury's sign is due to be removed from the old
chocolate factory in Keynsham tomorrow (Friday) at 11am, the
latest milestone in the transformation of the site into a £60m
retirement community, by the St Monica Trust. 
Wring Demolition will remove the four-tonne sign, which
measures 22m wide x 6m high.

St Monica Trust's chief executive David Williams will be on site
to watch its removal sign and to present its apostrophe to Hugh
Evans in recognition of Mr Evans' role as the Fry's archivist.
Cadbury's changed its name to Cadbury in 2003 and was
bought by Kraft Foods in 2010. It announced the closure of the
Somerdale site in Keynsham in October 2007. 

Staff raising funds for
young cancer sufferer
Staff at Tesco Express in Longwell Green will be dressed in
Disney costumes this weekend as they attempt to raise money
for local boy Kaylum Ryan.  
The five-year-old is suffering from neuroblastoma, a rare form of
cancer for which there is no recognised treatment available in
this country. 
Kaylum has had operations to remove tumours from his body
followed by intensive chemotherapy. After a period in remission
he has now suffered a relapse and his family, in conjunction with
the Darren Wright Foundation, are raising money to send him to
America where further treatment is available.
On Saturday and Sunday (3rd & 4th October) the Tesco store
will be holding fundraising competitions and raffles as well as a
cake sale.  
If you can't pop along then you can find out more and make a
donation at the Kisses for Kaylum JustGiving page
www.justgiving.com/kissesforkaylum

Charity evening
A charity evening is also being arranged on Saturday 10th
October at Arnos Manor in Brislington with a disco and buffet.
Tickets are £8 and can be purchased from Jenna on 07468
451641.
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Residents are being asked to tell the parish
council what priorities it should focus on in
the face of financial cuts. 
Cllr Graeme Riley, who chairs Downend &
Bromley Heath Parish Council, said: “Over the
last few years we have tried to maintain the
precept at a steady level, calling on any
reserves to maintain the level of service we
provided. But unfortunately as we are all
aware, the current economic climate is going
to result in South Gloucestershire Council
reducing the services it provides.  
“If we want to maintain the levels of services in
Downend and Bromley Heath, the parish
council is going to have to address the two
main questions of what our priorities are and
of raising the local parish precept to pay for
these new demands.
“We give grants to local organisations and
support local groups and 'Friends' groups.  We
contribute to the care of public rights of way
and grass cutting.  We also support a night

bus in conjunction with neighbouring parishes
and South Gloucestershire Council, as well as
taking the responsibility for local bus shelters,
litter bins, dog bins and the Christmas
festivities.
“We want to know what priorities you feel the
parish council should focus on over the next
four years. We would like to invite residents to
a meeting to discuss future priorities of the
parish council.”
The meeting is on Thursday 29th October at
Downend Baptist Church at 7pm. If you are
cannot attend but want to make a comment,
send your views and comments to the clerk
Angela Hocking on 0117 9567001 or email
clerk@dbhparishcouncil.co.uk

Downend 

Where should the money
be spent?

Keynsham 

Charlton
Road
closure
Bath & North East
Somerset Council has
announced the temporary
closure later this month of
a section of Charlton
Road from the junction
with Walnut Close in a
southerly direction for just
over 400 metres. 
Surfacing and planing of
the carriageway by
Bristlewand Ltd is
scheduled to start on
Friday 16th October for a
maximum of two weeks
but the works are actually
only anticpated to take
three days.
Alternative routes will be
signposted.
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Blinds
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Carpet Fitters

Appliances

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Architectural
Services

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Advertising

Carpet Cleaning

Accountancy
Services

Alternative
Therapies

          



Directory & What’s On
Electrical

Electrical Financial Advice

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Compost Dance Classes
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Computers / IT

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Clock Repairs

Chimney Sweep

Car Repairs
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Logs

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Kitchens

Kitchens

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

MINI DIGGER HIRE.   
with driver. Ground works, drives,
garden clearance. 
Tel: 07875 692 480

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Joinery

Locksmiths
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Pest Control

Pet Services
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers Plumbers

Plastering

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Pianos

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Podiatry
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

Waste Disposal

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

TV & Aerials

Skip Hire

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bereavement In Memoriam

Security

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Storage
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Crossword Solution
R A P U O R

C E L L A R S P R O U T
T L E U D B

N A V Y C O R O N A R Y
R O Y A I

E D I T I O N K N A C K
E K C C

B E R R Y W H O E V E R
X R R A N

L O G I C I A N S C A B
C B G C U M

H E A L T H E S C H E W
T E T L K L

Community group across the area have been rewarded for
their hard efforts in the Royal Horticultural Society's South
West in Bloom awards.
At a presentation ceremony held in Dartmouth last Thursday,
there were awards for St George, Keynsham, Fishponds and
Kingswood.
Denise James, chair of Keynsham in Bloom Community Group,

said: “Keynsham in Bloom
Community Group and our
It's Your Neighbourhood
groups have worked so hard
over the last couple of years
and I'm proud to announce
that we were awarded Gold.
A very big thank you to
everyone, Keynsham is now
well and truly on the floral
map.”
The group were due to
celebrate their achievements
at the Keynsham in Bloom
awards ceremony on
Tuesday.

In the 'It's Your neighbourhood' category, which provides an
opportunity for small community groups to get involved,
Vicarage Green, the Ebenezer Chapel Baptist Church,
Keynsham Wombles, Transition Keynsham's Community Veg
Plot and Keynsham Scout Group were all 'Outstanding'.
Keynsham Railway Station, St Dunstan's Catholic Church,
Wellsway Academy Green Team and Homeavon Community
were all 'Thriving' while the TimeOut Neighbourhood Task Force
won a 'Developing' award and Keynsham's Community@67 got
'Improving'.
Meanwhile St George in Bloom received an RHS Gold Pennant
in its second year of operations and Greater Fishponds picked
up a Silver Gilt Pennant.

Grenville Johnson, chair of St George in Bloom, said: “We are
delighted to announce that St George in Bloom also received
the Urban Communities Trophy for the best urban community
entry in the entire South West.”
In the It's Your Neighbourhood competition, there were
'Outstanding' awards for Kensington Road Residents'
Association, Bristol East Allotment Association (St Aidan's site),
the Friends of St George Park and the Friends of Troopers Hill.
The Friends of Kingsway Youth Group achieved a 'Developing'
award. A special St George in Bloom awards ceremony will be
held at Summerhill Methodist Church Hall next Thursday, 8th
October at 7pm.
In the 'It's your neighbourhood', the Kingsmeadow Community
Garden in Kingswood was 'Thriving'.

Floral competition success for local communities

Sudoku Solutions
7 3 1 4 6 2 5 8 9
4 5 2 1 8 9 3 6 7
9 6 8 3 5 7 1 4 2
5 9 3 8 7 6 2 1 4
2 8 6 9 4 1 7 5 3
1 4 7 5 2 3 8 9 6
6 1 4 7 3 8 9 2 5
3 2 9 6 1 5 4 7 8
8 7 5 2 9 4 6 3 1

5 9 3 2 4 1 8 6 7
8 2 7 9 6 5 3 4 1
6 4 1 7 3 8 5 2 9
1 8 9 5 2 6 4 7 3
7 3 5 1 8 4 6 9 2
4 6 2 3 9 7 1 5 8
9 7 6 4 1 3 2 8 5
3 5 8 6 7 2 9 1 4
2 1 4 8 5 9 7 3 6

2 -Hard1-Easy

Grenville Johnson in his garden
in St George
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