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Land on Hurn Lane that was originally designated as a play
area has been approved for the building of two new homes. 
When Taylor Wimpey developed the area for housing in the
mid-1970s, the space between numbers 86 and 88 was given
play area status. It was maintained by Bath & North East
Somerset Council until last year but then there was a dispute
over who was legally responsible for the area. 
It was concluded that Taylor Wimpey was still the owner and
responsible for the upkeep but the developer decided to sell it
and earlier this year, a planning application to build two houses
on the site, on which there are several trees, was submitted by
Surrey-based Sandrock Developments.  
Although local residents, concerned at the loss of a green
space, lodged objections to the proposal, Keynsham Town
Council supported it.  
An appeal by the local B&NES councillor Bryan Organ to have
the application considered in public by the Development
Control Committee was refused and so the final decision was
left to a council planning officer. He considered that as the land
had never been put forward as a designated green space by
locals or the town council, and that the Manor Road Community
Woodland was located close by, there was no planning policy in

place to prevent it from development.
One of the residents who objected to the proposal was former
town councillor Andy Wait. He said: "I am appalled that none of
the local objectors had any opportunity to express their
concerns at a council meeting before the decision was made. 
“Unfortunately, it appears that the law is biased towards
developers as, once a planning application has been passed,
there is no appeal provision for residents or the town council.
Of course, if it fails, developers can appeal or put in an
alternative plan. That doesn't seem fair to me.  The only
recourse for residents now is the expensive judicial review
route.”
You can read Mr Wait's letter in full on page 10.

Keynsham 

Controversy as green plot is
lost to housing
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The owner of an ex-industrial building in Speedwell
occupied by around 40 businesses has been jailed for a
string of shocking health and safety offences.
At Bristol Magistrates' Court last Wednesday, Alan Dykes
pleaded guilty to five health and safety at work offences. He
was sentenced to eight months in prison and ordered to pay
prosecution costs of £7,660.
The case followed many visits by council health and safety
inspectors to the old Strachan & Henshaw site over several
years. The team had given advice and served notices requiring
improvements in the safety management at the large, multi-
occupied site but no sustained improvements were noted.
Problems included electrical hazards, asbestos, a leaking roof,
blocked fire exits and lack of lighting. In addition, toilets were
filthy and poorly maintained which resulted in some occupants
of the building preferring to use a fire exit corridor or the yard
outside.
During an operation co-ordinated by the police in August 2013,
a health and safety inspector found serious electrical hazards,
and served an improvement notice that was not complied with.
Other offences included failing to keep the site clean, failing to
keep it in good repair, failing to manage the asbestos so as to
prevent occupants and visitors breathing in fibres, and a
general failure to manage the site so as to ensure that the
tenants had a safe and healthy place to work.
Heather Clarke, health and safety inspector at Bristol City
Council, said: “We have spent many hours at this site over the
years and given Mr Dykes a lot of advice and assistance, but
there has never been a sustained improvement and we have
become seriously worried about the risks to both the health and
safety of tenants. In the end we took the decision to prosecute
as it seems the only way to deal with this matter.”
Mr Dykes pleaded guilty to all charges which covered the period
from June 2011 to January 2014. He said he believed that some
of the works had been done and he had spent a lot of money

on the electrical system recently, but now realised he needs to
do more.
Summing up, the chair of the magistrates said the evidence
showed an escalating pattern of failure to comply with legal
requirements and a persistent and wilful disregard for health
and safety.
She said that the bench felt that Mr Dykes had showed no
sense of remorse and had no regard for his responsibilities as
a landlord.
Cllr Daniella Radice, Assistant Mayor for Neighbourhoods, said:
“Workers' rights to health and safety incredibly important. Our
inspectors target high risk premises and activities to ensure that
those at work are safe.
“Council officers work with businesses to offer advice, but
where this advice is consistently disregarded, enforcement
action will be taken.”
To request advice or information or to make a complaint about
workplace conditions, call 0117 922 2500 or email
health.safety@bristol.gov.uk

Speedwell 

Landlord is jailed for catalogue
of health and safety offences  

The former Strachan & Henshaw building
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Robert Hayward OBE, who represented Kingswood in the
House of Commons for a decade, has been made a life peer.
He was the constituency's Conservative MP from 1982 to 1992
and later chief executive of the British Soft Drinks Association
and of the British Beer and Pub Association.
He has been a prominent spokesman on gay and lesbian issues
and was founder chairman of the world's first gay inclusive
rugby club, the Kings Cross Steelers RFC.
The 66-year-old has also been an adviser of the Conservative
Party and is a board member and treasurer of Dignity in Dying,
which campaigns for greater choice, control and access to
services at the end of life.  He got his OBE for setting up and
running a support group for the families and friends of civilian
hostages taken to Iraq after the invasion of Kuwait in 1990. 
Meanwhile Dawn Primarolo, who was MP for Bristol South for
28 years and served in a number of senior government posts,
has also been made a member of the House of Lords, along
with Don Foster, who was Bath's MP from 1992 until May of this
year. 

Former Kingswood MP
becomes a life peer

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Plans to build nine houses on land next to Badminton
Road Methodist Church have been called in by local
councillors.
South Gloucestershire Council planning officers are
recommending that permission is granted but locals and
Downend and Bromley Heath Parish Council have raised
objections. 
They include how close one of the houses would be to the
boundary of No 46 Fouracre Crescent and that more traffic
movements associated with the proposed development of six
four-bed houses and three three-bed homes could cause a

highway safety issue.
At the request of ward
councillors Jon Hunt and
Katherine Morris, the sites
inspection sub-committee
will tomorrow (Friday) pay a
visit to the site next to the
church where there is
currently a single-storey
garage and a grassed area.
The church has recently

been granted permission to build a single-storey extension for
a prayer chapel. The residential development would fund the
works for the project as well as a refurbishment of the church.
The residential scheme would tie in with the church's extension.
The church and the housing would keep the existing access,
with a new access road within the site.
Letters and emails of support have also been received, saying
the development would enhance the look of the area and fund
the badly needed refurbishment of the church, which is well
used for many community activities.

Downend 

Concerns voiced over nine-house
development on church plot
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An area of no man's land in Kingswood which was targeted
by arsonists has been tidied up, thanks to a local
councillor.
Following the blaze on the wasteland in Station Road in July,
Emma Marshall, who lives next to it, was put in touch with
Rodway councillor John Sullivan. 
He established that the site was not council owned or
maintained and that the owner was not known but managed to
get the council to supply bags, and litter picking tools and he
spent several hours clearing the debris with Mrs Marshall's
family. 
Cllr Sullivan said: "The site was a real mess and I'm glad we
have been able to clear it and help restore the local area. I'm
passionate about being involved in local community matters and
would encourage other local Rodway residents to get in touch if
they need help.” 
Mr Marshall said: "I approached John for help clearing the
remains of a fire near my home. He acted quickly, and both I and
my family are very grateful for the time he spent improving the
site. He was a huge help.”

Wasteland tidied
up after fire

Emma Marshall and John Sullivan
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Keynsham residents will have an opportunity later this
month to voice their opinions on a range of proposed
developments in the town over the next 15 years.
These include the Draft Transport Strategy, the location of a
new leisure centre and new employment space in East
Keynsham.
The consultation event is being organised by B&NES Council
and takes place at the Key Centre at the Methodist Church on
Charlton Road on Tuesday 15th September (2pm-8pm). 
Along with draft proposals for the conservation area appraisal
and the Keynsham & Saltford Air Quality Action Plan, these are
the key elements the Placemaking Plan. 
Having adopted its Core Strategy last year (effectively the
economic blueprint for the area through to 2029) Bath & North
East Somerset Council has now embarked on filling in the detail
and the Placemaking Plan will specify the areas and
boundaries for specific development.  This is then the criteria
against which future planning applications are judged.
Local councillor Charles Gerrish, who is B&NES Cabinet
Member for Finance & Efficiency, said: “We've brought together

consultations for a
number of different
initiatives, so that people
can consider the overall
plans for the future and
we want as many people
as possible to get their
views heard.”
The event on 15th
September will launch a
six-week public
consultation plan on the
draft Keynsham Conser-
vation Area Appraisal,
Conservation Area
boundary change map and Conservation Area Management
Plan.
It will also signal the start of a 12-week consultation on the Draft
Keynsham and Saltford Air Quality Action Plan. 
An eight-week formal consultation period on the Placemaking
Plan will follow later in the year.  

Keynsham  

Residents' chance to comment
on future development plans

St Anne's Church is holding a Family Day at St Anne's
Primary School from 11am to 3pm on Saturday 5th
September.
As well as home-made cakes, bottles, toiletries, toy and
other stalls there will be the opportunity for children to
cuddle and have photos with some mascot figures. 
There will be games for all ages include a football shootout,
coconut shy and pirate treasure hunt.
Barbecue food, quiches and cream teas will be on offer,
and entertainment will be courtesy of the Roger Wells Dixie
Hotshots jazz band.

Oldland Common 

Family Day
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 1
6 5 3 2

3 7 6 4
7

9 7 5 2
6 4 2

2 9 4 6
4 5 7 1 9

5 7 8 1 3

2
1 9 4 8 5

7 5 1
9 1

8 4
4 7

4 6 7 2
9 6 1

8 5

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 6th September

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Planning Applications  

          



A very bad decision
Dear Stephen,
There is a play area between 86 and 88
Hurn Lane in Keynsham. It has been there
for over 30 years and has been a haven
for residents since the houses were built in
the 1970s.  It is a wonderful habitat for
wildlife and has a thriving community of
bats living in the trees there.
During the election period in May, a
planning application for two houses was
received by B&NES Council.  A large
number of residents objected to B&NES
via the website.  Towards the start of the
period for objection, the town council met.
At that stage, no objection from anybody
appeared on the B&NES website. The
town council assumed there was no
objection and informed B&NES that they
supported the application.  
In deciding the application, B&NES would
have noted the support of the town
council. Although Cllr Organ did submit a
request for the application to be heard in
public, sadly, his request was rejected by
the committee.
As one of the residents who objected to
the planning application, I am appalled
that none of the local objectors had any
opportunity to express their concerns at a
council meeting before the decision was
made and that none of their objections
have ever appeared on the B&NES
website.
At the town council planning meeting on
August 24th, the town council took the
very unusual step of reversing their
original decision, once they knew that

objections had been made.  A little late, as
the approval had been given at the end of
July.
Unfortunately, it appears that the law is
biased towards developers as, according
to the town councillors present, once a
planning application has been passed,
there is no appeal provision for residents
or the town council.  Of course, if it fails,
developers can appeal or put in an
alternative plan. That doesn't seem fair to
me.  The only recourse for residents now
is the expensive judicial review route
where a figure of £5000 is required.
Where is the accountability of local
councillors? It is no excuse to say they
approved because they saw no other
objections. That is NOT a planning issue.
Did they not appreciate or understand the
importance of the amenity and recreation
space on the estate? They just assumed
they knew best and made a very bad
decision which they have now reversed in
a classic 'shutting the stable door after the
horse has bolted' scenario.  
The two Conservative B&NES councillors
for the ward have proved ineffective in
dealing with the situation and have not
served the community well.  
I would have hoped for better.
Andy Wait

Skatepark has ruined our
lives
Dear Sir,
I am so angry at Mike Openshaw's letter
(Issue 383) regarding the Warmley
skatepark.
We are not against skateboarders - it is the
people who come in cars, smoke a certain
substance, play loud music which can
even vibrate in the house and blow car

horns at all hours of the night.  These
people are clearly not skateboarding and
they are not a 'few'. One night there must
have been at least 80.
On Saturday afternoon my husband and
neighbour were sat in the garden. Both
had to go indoors due to the disgusting
language (which we can hear very clearly).
Gone are our family gatherings in our
garden due to the language and noise -
especially for my young grandchildren.
Why, when it was disbanded in Hanham
for these very reasons, was it deemed fit to
put it on Warmley Golf Course? This has
ruined our lives.
Thank you Mr Openshaw.  And where do
you live? Hanham - need I say more?
Name and address withheld

An unacceptable reduction
in care
Dear Editor,
On 26th August the online 38 Degrees
pressure group - formed to examine the
ramifications of Government policy - met
with other interested people at the
Horsefair in Bristol to protest against the
Virgin, or an alternative private company,
taking over children's health and other
ancillary services in this area.
The protest is about using NHS funds
estimated at about 22% profit of project
money allocated - the usual amount in
similar schemes - to private companies
and shareholders. It follows then that only
78% or less of allocated funds,
compounded by the cuts in the available
funds, must mean an unacceptable
reduction of care especially for our sick
children! The ethos of the health service
launched in 1948 was free health at the
point of need. 
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The Government wants to launch this
scheme in 2016, diverting taxpayers'
money into the coffers of private investors.
Wakey wakey, caring Bristol people - it is
up to you.
David Britton

Assisted Dying Bill
Dear Stephen,
In the edition of The Week In on 20th
August, there was a double page article
about the Assisted Dying Bill, which will
receive its second reading in the House of
Commons on 11th September. 
This is the Private Members' Bill which
aims (to quote the Parliamentary website)
'to enable competent adults who are
terminally ill to choose to be provided with
medically supervised assistance to end
their own life'. In other words it will become
legal for doctors and family members to
assist terminally ill patients to die. This is a
significant change to the law, as currently
such action is illegal.
Thank you for bringing the debate of this
important subject to the pages of The
Week In.
The argument that the compassionate
thing for someone suffering from an
illness, that will end their life in six months
or less, is to offer them the means to kill
themselves, perhaps by their doctor
prescribing a lethal dose of medicine - is
an attractive one.  Surveys of the general
population suggest a majority in favour of
the law allowing this. When this argument
of compassion is further allied with the
right of all of us to choose about how and
when we die, it seems a 'no-brainer' that
we would be better off with a change in the

law. 
However, the arguments against the law of
the land permitting us to assist someone to
take their own life are significant, and I
believe are compelling enough to tip the
balance away from the desire to change
the law:
• Good end-of-life care is possible and

available, and knowing this, 80-90% of
palliative care doctors oppose the
change in the law (Robert Twycross -
palliative care physician). 

• For some people, the weeks and days of
dying - with good symptom relief - can be
very precious days.  There can be
renewal of love, increased strength of
spirit and an enhanced joy at living every
day as it comes.

• The proposed change in the law alters a
fundamental perspective for our society.
That killing another human being is
prohibited because human beings are
supremely valuable. If this fundamental
line is crossed, it could be extended at a
future date to cover other situations. By
way of illustration, Belgium extended
assisted dying to children in 2014.

• A change in law would open the
possibility for people to feel pressured to
take the route of assisted dying. Lord
McColl (a professor of surgery) put it like
this in the House of Lords debate in
2014: 'It takes time and effort to look after
someone who is seriously ill. Even when
it is time and effort willingly given, the
person who is ill may feel that he or she
is a burden to others and to society at
large. It is but a  small step for that
person to feel that he or she ought not to
go on living and should request
assistance in dying.'   

• A change in the law may allow what
starts out as exceptional, to change over

time to become normal. The Netherlands
and the US state of Oregon have in the
years since they passed assisted suicide
legislation seen the numbers of patients
taking this route more than double.
Since the number of those terminally ill
hasn't changed, one way to explain this
rise is that what was once exceptional
has become more and more accepted.
This lowering of the bar places the
vulnerable or pliable most at risk.

• The concern that the vulnerable and
disabled may feel pressured to follow the
route of assisted suicide lies behind the
disability charity Scope's opposition to
the change in the law.  Their research
found that 62% of disabled people were
concerned about pressure being placed
on disabled people to end their lives
prematurely, should the law be changed.

• The terminal diagnosis can be wrong -
Professor Stephen Hawking was given a
terminal prognosis of two years in 1963!

Both the British Medical Association and
the Church of England oppose the change
to the law because of the risk it poses to
those who are vulnerable, the way it would
diminish the trust of the doctor-patient
relationship and the corrosive effect it
would have on the supreme value of
human life in our society.   
Having worked as a NHS doctor for 11
years, before becoming a Church of
England clergyman, I echo their concerns.
I share the concerns of those who say of
the removal of this key sanction against
the taking of human life: 'Once the genie is
out of the bottle, it is not likely to ever go
back in again. Don't go there.'
Revd Dr Stephen M'Caw
Team Rector of the Anglican Parish in
Keynsham

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Give up (6)
8 Short sighted (6)
9 Work shy (4)
10 Impulsive reaction (4,4)
11 Former empire based in Turkey (7)
13 Make a scornful expression (5)
15 Key element of a wedding (5)
17 The period beginning in 1945 (7)
20 A set of beliefs (8)
21 Lady ___ popular singer (4)
22 Where wine is best stored (6)
23 Snooty (6)

DOWN
1 Small racing car (2-4)
2 Extremely (4)
3 Not a holiday (4,3)
4 Implant (5)
5 Joined together (8)
6 Cut with a sharp instrument (6)
12 Ancient (3,5)
14 Iconic water vessel (4,3)
16 To blush (6)
18 Summer month (6)
19 Large transport vehicle (5)
21 Stare open mouthed (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Give up (6)7
Short sighted (6)8
Work shy (4)9
Impulsive reaction (4,4)10
Former empire based in Turkey (7)11
Make a scornful expression (5)13
Key element of a wedding (5)15
The period beginning in 1945 (7)17
A set of beliefs (8)20
Lady ___ popular singer (4)21
Where wine is best stored (6)22
Snooty (6)23

Down

Small racing car (2-4)1
Extremely (4)2
Not a holiday (4,3)3
Implant (5)4
Joined together (8)5
Cut with a sharp instrument (6)6
Ancient (3,5)12
Iconic water vessel (4,3)14
To blush (6)16
Summer month (6)18
Large transport vehicle (5)19
Stare open mouthed (4)21

Shoebox appeal
Dear Sir,
Every year the members of St Keyna
Townswomen's Guild in Keynsham send
shoeboxes at Christmas to children in
Eastern Europe. 

We like to involve the wider community
and last year with the help of your
readers we were able to send 149
boxes. 
If you are one of the kind people who
helps us every year or if you would like
to get involved then please contact Julia
Mealing on 0117 9869422. 
Julia Mealing 
51 Maple Walk, Keynsham  BS31 2SB 

Brush up on the Highway
Code!
Dear Stephen,
What is about some drivers that makes
them think the Highway Code doesn't
apply to them anymore? On numerous
occasions now, I have been driving
around Keynsham with cars parked
down the opposite side of the road for
some arrogant driver to pull out past the
vehicles and make me wait for them.
On Sunday 23rd August I was travelling
up Park Road, having turned left out of
Albert Road. There were 10 or 12 cars
parked on the opposite side of the road.

In full view of me a man driving a grey
Audi pulled straight out and drove
straight towards me with no intention of
stopping whatsoever. I was forced to
reverse but as he pulled past me, I
wagged my finger at him disapprovingly.
He just looked at me with disdain.
Barely three hours later, in exactly the
same spot, another man pulled in to the
space that the earlier idiot had not let me
through. The man behind him
nonchalantly drove straight past the
other waiting car and again forced me to
reverse. This time he had the nerve to
thank me! Needless to say, I thanked the
other man who actually waited for me as
he should. The Highway Code 163
states 'give way to oncoming vehicles
before passing parked vehicles or other
obstructions on your side of the road'.
Take note, men in big cars! You don't
own the road!
C Oliver
Keynsham

Letters
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Crafts, coffee and cakes

Cadbury Heath 

Charity fundraiserLipreading courses

A Crafty Coffee Morning will take place on Saturday 5th
September from 10am to noon at St John's Parish Hall in
Keynsham.
As well as craft stalls and tea and coffee there will be cakes.

For those who experience increasing hearing impairment in
older age, the ability to lipread can sometimes be a vital skill to
maintain communication with friends and families. 
A weekly two-hour course at Charlton House in Hawthorn Lane,
Keynsham, can help manage hearing loss and provide vital
information and assistance with how to cope. 
The sessions take place every Thursday during term time at
2pm and there is a charge of £42 for a six-week block of
sessions.
To find out more call 07790 283939 or email
lipreadingmary@yahoo.com

A family festival in aid of Help for Heroes was held at the Batch
Community Centre on Saturday to mark the official opening of
the Boot Room Bar. Pictured with bar manager Mason Gwyther
is the Chair of South Gloucestershire Council Erica Williams,
who is also a trustee of the Batch.

Cow rescued from
Kelston Marina
A cow was rescued from Kelston Mill Marina by firefighters.
Firefighters trained in animal rescue from Bath and Bedminster
fire stations were able to move the cow to safety.
They attached a harness to the cow's head and the service's
safety boat was then used to lead the animal around 200
metres upstream and up the riverbank.
The animal was uninjured in the incident last Tuesday.
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Scarecrow trail
Look out for scarecrows in and around Fishponds on the
weekend of 19th and 20th September.
The theme this year is Heroes & Villains. The event is being
organised by Fishfest and for up-to-date details, including a
map, check out their Facebook page.

Fishponds 

Man wanted in
connection with 
theft of charity box

New rector for
three parishes

Police want to speak to this man about the theft of a charity box
from Domino's Pizza on Straits Parade in Fishponds.

A spokesperson for Avon &
Somerset police said: “A
man went into the
takeaway between 5.30pm
and 5.45pm on Tuesday
21st July and stole a
charity box from the
counter after ordering two
pizzas.
“Staff at the store ran after
him but he managed to
escape.

“The man in the image is described as mixed race with light skin,
average build and height, with a bald or shaved head. He was
wearing a red and white striped polo shirt.”
Anyone who recognises him is asked to call PC Lydia Richards
at Trinity Road police station via 101, and quote log number
79425/15.

The Rev Daile Wilshere is the new rector of St Mary's at
Saltford, All Saints at Corston and Holy Trinity at Newton St Loe.
She replaces the Rev Richard Hall, who retired last autumn and
moved to Cumbria.
The Rev Wilshere is originally from Weymouth and worked as a
nurse before starting training for ordained ministry in 2006 in
Salisbury. She served her curacy in Weymouth and then
became a team vicar in the Savernake Team Ministry in the
Diocese of Salisbury
Her induction last month was carried out by the Rt Rev Peter
Hancock, Bishop of Bath & Wells, and the Venerable Andy
Piggott, the Archdeacon of Bath, at Holy Trinity Church.
The Rev Wilshere, who has moved to the rectory in Beech
Road, Saltford, is married to Paul, who runs a carpeting
business, and they have two daughters, Rachel and Rebecca.

Rev Wilshere with the Bishop
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Flea market

Explore St George's
green spaces

There will be a Grand Flea Market supporting Chewton
Keynsham Mission Church from 10am to noon on Saturday
12th September at the Fear Hall, Keynsham. 
Refreshments will be available. To find out more or reserve
a table (£10) call June on 0117 986 7224.  

A guided walk to explore the green spaces of St George will be
held on Sunday 6th September from 10.30am. 
Expert Rupert Higgins will be on hand to answer questions
about why these spaces are important and how they could be
improved.  The walk is free but places have to be booked to
manage numbers.  To book email events2015@troopers-
hill.org.uk or ring Susan on 0117 947 5037.  The walk is just over
four miles or you can make it shorter by making use of a local
bus but services are less frequent on Sundays.

Meerkat magic
Three baby meerkats are enchanting customers at the White
Hart in Bitton. 
They are the latest attraction in the pub's beer garden which
already has parrots Polly and Wally and a bird aviary. 
Here landlady Jemma Wiggins holds one of the trio.
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Situations Vacant

The Construction Industry Training Board estimates that more
than 180,000 construction jobs will be created over the next five
years while nearly 20% of the current workforce is over 55. 
According to a CITB survey entitled Educating the Educators,
35% of career advisers believe construction to be an
unattractive career choice.
Experts have, however, warned of a 'skills crisis' in coming
years and are calling for a major increase in training provision in
an effort to plug the gap. 
One major builder with close links to the local area is trying to
do something about it. Linden Homes is trying to shift this view
by offering a number of routes to employment for school and
college leavers alike. The company's 'future talent' programme
includes trainee and apprenticeship schemes and a graduate
development programme covering a range of functions
including commercial, operations, technical, sales and
marketing, and support services. 
These programmes allow candidates to gain a full insight into
the business by working with various teams across the business
whilst gaining training around their working day. 
Sue Scholfield, Linden Homes Western sales director, said: “We
recognise the need to increase knowledge and understanding of
the industry and have been
actively working within schools,
colleges and universities to
encourage more students to
embark on a career in
construction.”
For more information on
opportunities for school, college
and university graduates visit
www.gallifordtry.co.uk/careers
and search for graduate and
entry level hires.

School leavers urged to
consider a career in the
construction industryA young entrepreneur from Brislington who set up a

business in his parents' bedroom is now on track for a half-
million pound turnover.
Paul Randall, 30, set up online office furniture store Rainbow
Zebra from his family home four years ago. When he left a
potential retail career with Marks and Spencer at Longwell
Green to set out alone, he had little experience of selling online.
He taught himself the basics of online marketing and internet
best practice before working with web developers to launch the
site.

Rainbow Zebra, which prides itself on low price but great
customer service, has since moved to offices in Aztec West, with
a warehouse in Thornbury. The firm has had record sales of
£57,000 in July - £20,000 up on its previous record.
Paul, who has since moved out of the family home and is set to
be married next April, said it has been a successful year. The
long-term aim is to launch new products and reach a £1m
turnover by 2017.

Bright future for
young entrepreneur

Paul Randall
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Property prices in Bristol, South Gloucestershire, and Bath &
North East Somerset have gone up in the past year by as
much as double the national average, according to the latest
Land Registry figures.
However, house price growth locally during July lagged behind
the 1.7% increase in England and Wales.
The House Price Index shows that nationally, property values in
July were up 4.6 per cent compared to a year ago. The average
property value now sits at £183,861.
But in B&NES, the average price of a home is more than £80,000
higher - at £266,787, an annual increase of 9.3% although July's
average increase was 0.7%. 
In South Glos, the average price of a home is £211,377, up 8% in
a year with a monthly increase of 0.9%.
And in Bristol the average property price of £204,411 equates to
an annual rise of 8.2%. The monthly change was 0.5%.
The lower monthly growth was reflected across the South West
as a whole where the rise was 0.9%.  At 4.2%, the annual price
growth was also below the national average of 4.6% although the
average property price in the region (£190,996) is above the
headline figure for England and Wales.
The Land Registry also says the number of property transactions

has fallen over the last year. From February 2014 to May 2014
there was an average of 70,029 sales per month. In the same
months a year later, the figure was 61,283 - a fall of 15%.

Local property price update 
PROPERTY NEWS

Pic: C Russell
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For a number of years, the name of Whitecroft has been
associated with high quality property development, often
bringing redundant buildings back into use as unique styled
family homes.
The restoration of Temple Infant and Bath Hill Junior schools in
Keynsham are perhaps two of the best known locally.
Now a new name has become the estate agent equivalent.
Gabriel Hirst has been created by the family behind Whitecroft
Developments to provide a bespoke service for the discerning
buyer or seller. 
Principal Carly Hales has many years' experience of selling the
character Whitecroft properties and extensive knowledge of the
local market.  She sees the extension of the Whitecroft principles
into estate agency as a natural progression.
"Gabriel Hirst is an agency focused on personal attention and
detail to guide the client through each step of their journey," she
says. "Customers who have purchased Whitecroft properties
regularly commend us on our levels of service and tell us they
wish the agent selling their own property could do the same.
That's what do now using the philosophy which has served
Whitecroft so well thus far.
"Just as Whitecroft keep their developments exclusive, Gabriel
Hirst has been created to provide a bespoke estate agency
service.”

Working with the client to agree on the key selling features of the
property, these details then form the major focus of all the
subsequent advertising. The fee structure reflects the amount of
work involved in achieving the best possible value for the property
- normally 0.5% or lower, but sole agency and short-term
contracts are also possible. Gabriel Hirst's offices are at
Chelwood and the company will use both local media and national
property portals to advertise its properties. The company is
regulated by the Property Ombudsman and Carly is a Member of
the National Association of Estate Agents. 
For more information call 01761 490092 or Carly Hales direct on
07581 555203.

Launch of bespoke estate agency
PROPERTY NEWS

Bath Hill School
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Ian joins the Rugby
World Cup Pack

Children 'exposed to
risks' at pre-school,
says OfstedThe Rugby World Cup kicks off later this month and Siston

councillor Ian Adams will be one of the volunteer 'Pack'
members. 
He will be based at Gloucester's Kingsholm Stadium as a
member of the transport team. 
In 2012 Ian was one of the Games Makers at the London
Olympics when he was selected to escort an important VIP to
the opening ceremony who turned out to be Muhammad Ali, and
he recalls how events took a dramatic turn.

“I was part of a four car
cavalcade and tasked with
driving Mr Ali's two German
bodyguards to the Olympic
Stadium. After the
ceremony one of the
bodyguards got lost within
the stadium and the delay
meant my car could not
move and got separated
from the cavalcade, which
had started their return
journey. 
“When the bodyguard
eventually turned up he
banged on the back of my
car seat and shouted at me

to put his boot down and catch up. The intense driver training I
received taught me that speeding was strictly forbidden, so I told
the bodyguards to calm down. 
“To make the situation worse, when trying to exit the stadium I
made a wrong turn and had to double back.  When rejoining the
stadium's exit road I mistakenly got caught up in Prince Charles
and Camilla's armed motorcade.
“Sandwiched in Prince Charles' Cavalcade meant I had to drive
at speed and was waved through red lights. I was able to get the
bodyguards back to the hotel just as the main motorcade of
Mohammad Ali arrived!”

A Kingswood pre-school has received a poor report after a
visit from Ofsted.
A rating of 'inadequate' has been given to the Made For Ever
Pre-school which meets at the youth centre on Fisher Road, and
which was rated as good at its previous inspection four years
ago.
The inspection, carried out last month when there were 39
children on roll, was published on 15th August. Ofsted said
children were “exposed to risks” and “hygiene arrangements are
poor”, there was no designated person for safeguarding,
oversight by the committee was not effective and there was not
enough focus on meeting children's individual needs.
Inspector Sarah Haylett said in her report: “Risk assessments
are not sufficiently robust. While staff conduct daily checks of
the premises, they fail to take adequate action to reduce risks,
such as sharp branches and brambles at child height and toilet
areas which are not clean or hygienic. 
“In addition, they fail to keep adequate records. There is no
designated person for safeguarding. As a result, staff are not
guided in what to do if they have a concern, by someone who
has the relevant knowledge and expertise. This puts children at
risk should safeguarding concerns arise.”
Arrangements for reviewing the performance of staff,
particularly the manager, were said to be inadequate.  And the
focus on child-initiated play meant too few activities were
targeted to meet the specific learning needs of individual
children which particularly impacted on younger members. 
The inspector has issued a list of improvements which need to
be made but also recognised the group's strengths, saying
children behaved well and had positive relationships with staff.
Parents reported that their children enjoyed attending and that
they were happy with the care provided. She said links with the
local school supported children in their move onto the next stage
of learning, and a focus on communication and language meant
that youngsters were encouraged to talk about their
experiences both at playgroup and at home effectively.
The Week In has tried to get a statement from the committee but
as we went to print we had not received a response.

Ian Adams

          



In Troopers Hill Woods in St George, the ParkWork project who
offer training and skills development have been improving the
steps on the path leading down to the parking area on Crews
Hole Road, see picture below.
Money for the materials has been donated by nearby Beese's
Riverside Bar and Tea Gardens. For a number of years Beese's
have donated part of the sales of tickets from their annual beer
festival to the Friends of Troopers Hill and the Friends of
Eastwood Farm.
And Beese's 10th Annual Beer, Cider and Music Festival takes
place this weekend - 4th & 5th September. Susan Acton-
Campbell, from the Friends of Troopers Hill, said: “We are
thoroughly looking forward to it. The idea that some of the ticket
money is going to a cause dear to my heart and a free first pint

comes with my ticket makes this an even more enjoyable
experience.  
“Phil and Lindy Leahy, who own and run Beese's, are
exceptionally community minded and have made a real
difference to their local area.”
Find out more at beeses.co.uk/ or call 0117 9777412.
Meanwhile the Friends of Troopers Hill are holding a
conservation work party this Saturday (5th September) from
10am to noon. Volunteers will meet at the red slide on Troopers
Hill Field and will be cutting back bracken, gorse and bramble,
so long sleeves and stout footwear are a must.
Gloves and tools will be provided, plus hot drinks and biscuits
at the end. For more information ring Susan on 0117 9475037
or visit www.troopers-hill.org.uk/workp.htm
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St George 

Conservation work

The last conservation party
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and  entertainment in September

The Friends of Page Park in Staple Hill have organised a
bandstand concert on Sunday 6th September featuring Brown
Away, who are part of the Bristol Concert Wind Band group.
The concert will be from 2.30pm to 4.30pm.

The annual 1940s weekend takes place at Bitton Station on 26th
& 27th September and this year the event will be celebrating the
70th anniversary of VE Day.
1940s singer Miss Jayne Darling will provide live music and a

touch of '40s glamour and
look out for some
characters from the war
including policeman, land
girls, ARP (Air Raid
Precaution) wardens and
Winston Churchill.
While not compulsory,
visitors are encouraged to
dress up in period costume
or Allied military dress.
As well as steam trains

there will be a display of military and civilian vehicles and vintage
buses, a 1940s beauty salon, a display of Fry's chocolate making
during the war, and Punch & Judy shows
Tickets are on sale online at www.avonvalleyrailway.org or phone
the booking office on 0117 9325538. All parking is at Somerdale
at Keynsham. A free vintage shuttle bus will operate between
there and Bitton Station throughout the day. 

VE Day celebrations at heritage railway

Bandstand concert

This year's Priston Festival runs from 18th to 20th September.
The annual festival has been going since 2008 and many of the
acts who perform are from Bristol and Bath, with some
nationally-renowned acts  from further afield.
The line-up this year includes, to name but a few, Jim Moray,
The Message, Nuala Honan, Buffalo Gals Stampede, Djanan
Turan, Jess Vincent , Frobisher, Helen James & Paul Barclay,
Jo Sercombe, Old Somerset Russet Band, Mr Shaun, Waitress
for the Bees, Yaga Sunet and Three Little Birds.
There will be two free stages, activities for all the family, special
events in the village hall and church and a special venue for
youngsters.
For the full programme visit www.priston.org.uk/festival

Priston Festival

           



The Week in • Thursday 3rd September 2015 27

There's an action packed day in store at Keynsham Rugby Club
next weekend when it hosts its annual Beer and Cider Festival.
The event on Saturday 12th September kicks off literally with an
invitation rugby match between the President's and Chairman's
selections at 1pm.
The festival begins at 2pm with entertainment throughout the day
from live bands including Supersonic, Angel Heart and One Too
Many. There is food available all day as well as local produce stalls
and activities for the children.  Tickets are £6 in advance and on-
line or £7 on the door and include the first drink free (half pint). 
For more information and tickets go to
www.krfcbeerandciderfestival.co.uk.

The Discover Festival gets under way in South Gloucestershire on
10th September.
The festival, co-ordinated by South Glos Council, will run until 30th
October and is a programme of over 230 events. 
It brings together activities and events from local community
groups, businesses and council services and is a chance to
discover something new this autumn. Over 180 events are free
and for others there is a small
fee. For the full line-up visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/discover-
festival/

Beer and cider fest Discover something new 
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Leading local health campaigner Barbara Harris has attacked
what she says are the “myths” being spread about healthcare in
South Gloucestershire.
Mrs Harris, from the Save Frenchay Community Hospital Group,
accuses South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group
(SGCCG) of “mismanagement of our healthcare”, despite legitimate
challenges from both her group and Cossham Hospital campaigners
and their 18,000-name petition in favour of a minor injury unit.  
She said: “The CCG does not intend to provide our Frenchay
Community Hospital, despite two previous formal approvals by all
parties and two Health Needs Assessments that proved the need for
a community hospital at Frenchay.”
Here she gives her response to nine “myths”.
1. General practitioners know the best care required for their

patients and they know how to commission that care
BH:  General practitioners have no training in commissioning; they
know nothing about commissioning of services and have been out of
the hospital environment for years. Only a handful of general
practitioners on South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group Board are involved with future commissioning proposals: all of
the other GPs in their surgeries know nothing about current
proposals as they are not given any information.

2. There must be clarity about the clinical evidence base
underpinning the proposals

BH: Since the Secretary of State's advice letter 18 months ago
urging for greater clarity from the CCG, we still do not know what
their intentions are for Frenchay other than it will be nursing home
care, nor do we know what capacity there will be.  We have had no
clinical evidence, nor do we know what care will be delivered.  We
have no such democratic rights in South Gloucestershire.

3. The proposals must promote patient choice
BH:  We will have no choice when being discharged from hospital but
to be sent to a nursing home or home. The Community Hospital
would have offered choice but that is to be taken away from us. This
means that for the first six weeks, our NHS nursing care will be
funded but we will be paying for our social care.  After that, we will
have to siphon our savings and house values to pay for exorbitantly
expensive nursing home care, the cost of which is soaring.

4. North Bristol Trust Southmead Hospital has adequate
capacity

BH: July's highly critical follow-up inspection report by the Care
Quality Commission (CQC) explodes the myth that the 800 acute
beds in Southmead are adequate for the population served.  North
Bristol Trust has been told by the CQC that 100 extra beds are
required now:  these extra beds should be provided by Frenchay
Community Hospital so that patient flows into and out of the main
hospital would be facilitated. South Gloucestershire can expect
28,000 new dwellings in the near future without any increase in acute
and intermediate care capacity. Why is no one stating the obvious to
the CCG?  How much longer will this “unsafe situation”, according to
the CQC, be allowed to continue?

5. That care in nursing homes is equal to 24-hour intermediate
care in a community hospital

BH: A community hospital offers 24-hour nursing care by
appropriately qualified nurses for those people whose conditions

require close monitoring
during their recovery.
Nationally we only have 40%
of the intermediate care
beds we need.  Bristol has
South Bristol Community
Hospital. South
Gloucestershire has been
systematically stripped of
healthcare provision. All
reconfigurations must
improve on what has gone
before but in our view, we
are to be offered a lower
standard of care for
intermediate care patients.
At present we have Elgar
House (at Southmead) with
high levels of intermediate care.  We will accept nothing less for
Frenchay than an improvement on that level of care.

6. Minor injuries services in GP practices will be as good as if
provided in Cossham Minor Injury Unit (MIU)

BH: An MIU in Cossham has already been budgeted for in the
£19.6m refurbishment scheme. Despite this, SGCCG intends to put
five pilot schemes into GP surgeries.  However, GPs have admitted
to us that in the event of a suspected fracture, the patient will be sent
to Cossham for scans and X-rays as the surgeries will not have these
facilities. So why not put the MIU into Cossham and save the patient
a painful extra journey?

7. Wouldn't you like to be cared for closer to your home?
BH: This is a trick question, often bandied about, to which the correct
answer is:  “Only if that is the appropriate place offering appropriate
treatment for my condition.”

8. The current proposals have been considered with genuine
engagement with the public, patients and local authorities

BH:  Two and a half years into a completed rehabilitation review, the
public still do not know what is being proposed for Frenchay.

9. We are all going to be cared for in the community with
community care in our own homes

BH: Currently our community healthcare provider is coping with twice
as many patients as it was contracted to provide care for. South
Gloucestershire Healthwatch carried out a survey last year and
found that of 150 patients questioned on being discharged from
hospital, 90% were not offered, nor were they aware, that there was
the possibility of ongoing care after discharge from the acute
hospital. Often GPs are not informed that patients are now back at
home and requiring care and we know from our own experiences that
care is either not offered at all, or is woefully inadequate. Promised
referrals to other departments may be made but often no one turns
up due to communication difficulties.

Mrs Harris urges anyone who has experienced a lack of care to
contact South Gloucestershire Healthwatch by email on
info@healthwatchsouthglos.co.uk or by calling 01454 543402

South Glos   

Campaigner 'busts NHS myths'

Barbara Harris
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TRAVEL & HOLIDAYS

Editor Stephen Rodgers spends some time in the garden.
I've been to London more times than I care to mention.  In
an earlier life I lived and worked there. Yet still, as I embark
on third age, I manage to find evidence to support my
theory that you can never fail to discover something new
about London.
This time it wasn't a hidden gem either - it was Kew Gardens. I
used to work in Richmond, have watched cricket in Old Deer
Park, I've even visited the National Seed Bank at Wakehurst,
but until recently, I had never set foot inside Kew Gardens. I
knew it was big, I knew it was supposed to be impressive, but
nothing prepared me for just how big.  
An early decision to take the road train tour to get my bearings
didn't really help - it just compounded the impression of just how
vast Kew is. Fortunately, like many city sightseeing tours, you
can hop on an off as it goes around and do a bit at a time.
Even the iconic landmarks, like the Chinese Pagoda and the
Palm House, one of the largest surviving glasshouses in the
world, are simply overwhelming up close. And then there are
the extras, the sort of things you may not always come across
while strolling in a garden estate - a Henry Moore sculpture, a
royal palace, an art gallery or a research laboratory.
The main attractions are horticultural but that doesn't mean you
have to be a gardener to appreciate the appeal of Kew. There

are, of course, formal gardens, an arboretum and an aquatic
garden, but I defy anyone to fail to be impressed by the cedar
avenues or the cherry walk which just blend into the landscape
and then lead you onwards to the next discovery. And it doesn't
all have to be at ground level either. The Treetop Walk affords
a splendid bird's eye view over much of the garden, while an
elevated walkway in the Palm House is not for the faint-hearted.
There is as much under cover at Kew these days, even allowing
for the fact that the massive Temperate House is closed for
refurbishment at the moment. Apart from the Victorian
splendour of the Palm House, you can walk through 10 different
climatic zones in the Princess of Wales Conservatory, or admire
rare and delicate alpine flora in the Davies Alpine House. Then,

of course, there is the Royal Palace where King George III (the
'mad' one) and Queen Charlotte spent much of their time.
Not only does Kew cater for all the family, its appeal changes
with the seasons. It really has become a year-round attraction,
complemented by festivals and events organised at key times.
It all goes to prove that Kew is anything but 'just a garden' and,
if like me, you have spent most of your life thinking it was, now
is the time to do something about it.
Kew is literally just a five-minute drive from exit 2 of the M4 but
by far the easiest way to enjoy door-to-door service is to book
a coach trip with one of the local firms offering day trips. I
travelled as a guest of the Coach Tourism Council, which
promotes travel by coach on behalf of 150 UK coach tour
operators. They include Bakers Dolphin (01934 415000
www.bakersdolphin.com) who feature both day trips to Kew
Gardens (from £41.50).

Right on Kew

Pic: Jeff Eden
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Compton Dando 

Pub quiz helps five
more good causes
A monthly charity quiz has been running at the Compton Inn
for many years has in the last five years alone raised more
than £11,000 for local charities. 
All entrance fee monies and profits from the raffle are added
to the charity fund each month. Once it has accumulated
sufficiently it is allocated to charities nominated by quiz
teams. 
It was decided that this year the money will be shared
equally among five causes - Greyhound Rescue West of
England,  Headway Bath & District, testicular cancer charity
It's in the Bag, Julian House, which helps the homeless, and
the appeal for a new cancer centre at the Royal United
Hospital.
Each cause has received £600.
Paul Thomas, pub landlord, said: “My team and I are proud
to be able to contribute to our local charities through the
monthly quiz. Everyone who attends the quiz is delighted to
be a part of this and I look forward to supporting many more
charities in years to come.”

Golden couple
Clive and Margaret Haynes are celebrating their Golden
Wedding anniversary this week.  
They were married on 4th September 1965 at St Luke's Church
in Brislington and are now both enjoying retirement in
Keynsham, where they have lived for the last 43 years.
Our pictures show Clive and Margaret on their wedding day and
today.
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People are being encouraged to have their
say on the future of the New Horizons
Learning Centre site in Richmond Road in
Mangotsfield when it becomes vacant next
year.
The premises are currently occupied by the
Education Other Than At School (EOTAS)
service which is relocating early next year,
following the conversion of the Downend Day
Centre. 
Ward councillor Michael Bell said:  “I would
encourage local residents to respond to this
consultation on the future of the New Horizons
School site as it will have important implications
to the area.
“Last year, together with a few local people, I had
informal talks with South Gloucestershire
Council's Property Services as to the possibility
of retaining the buildings and land for community
use, and will be repeating my opinion in the
consultation.
“If this is not possible, then I will be asking for

financial contributions from any building
developers to improve community projects in
Mangotsfield, and to include affordable homes in
any plans.”
Meanwhile South Gloucestershire Council is also
consulting people about the future of the old
Staple Hill Infant School block in Page Road.
The buildings were vacated by the school in 2011
and were temporarily used as an EOTAS centre
but the building is now empty.
Comments are invited on both buildings by
22nd September. Email
property.services@southglos.gov.uk or call
01454 865067.

Mangotsfield/Staple Hill 

Have your say on
redundant buildings

Area
Forums
The next round of Area
Forum meetings in South
Gloucestershire takes
place this month and
residents are encouraged
to come along to have a
say on local decision-
making.

The Chase Area Forum
meeting is on Monday 7th
September at 7pm in the
Council Chamber at
Kingswood Civic Centre
and the Kings Forest
meeting is on Monday
14th September at 7pm at
the same venue.

Full details are available
online at
www.southglos.gov.uk/are
aforum
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A pony trap used to help disadvantaged children and
adults that was stolen in a burglary in Wick has been found
and returned.
Small Strides, a community interest company based at Queen
Charlton, helps people improve their mental, emotional and
physical well-being and learn new skills from integration with
horses.
Director of the organisation Amy Lewis was left devastated
when thieves broke into her Wick farm last month. 
They took the trap, a child's bike and, most importantly, a horse
trailer worth around £3,000 that is needed to transport her
Shetland pony to schools and groups and which has still not
been found.
She said the burglars got through three locks, including a
padlocked gate and a wheel lock, to steal the trailer.
"It feels like it was a targeted burglary and they had possibly
been watching," the volunteer director said.
"We have been going since January and we really have been
building everything up and so this is just devastating.”
After a tip-off, police went to a field in Stoke Gifford and found
the trap. Mrs Lewis said: “It's wonderful to have the trap

returned but we really need to find the trailer or replace it. We're
going to have to start fundraising for a new one because we
really need it for people's therapy.”
Found out more about Small Strides at
http://smallstridescic.wix.com/smallstrides

Therapy group's stolen
pony trap is returned

PCs Paul Calderwood,
Jamie Shiels & Melanie
Downton with Amy Lewis
& daughter Niamh
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL
07789 528 540

call today for more information

Appliances

Advertising

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Architectural
Services

Accountancy
Services

Alternative
Therapies

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Directory & What’s On
Computers / IT

Electrical

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Clock Repairs

Compost

Dance Classes

Carpet Cleaning
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Car Repairs

Chimney Sweep

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Home Maintenance

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Garden Services

Guttering Services

Groundworks Hypnotherapy

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Electrical
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call 
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Pest Control

Personal
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

Plumbers

Plastering

Pallets

Painting
& Decorating

A GENUINE
PROFESSIONAL HEALTH
CARE ASSISTANT
52 year old lady looking for a
genuine Christian soulmate.
Call 07478 536235

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Locksmiths

Kitchens

Joinery
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

Storage

Skip Hire

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Roofing

Podiatry

Security

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Crossword Solution
G V W I C P

F O R E G O M Y O P I C
K R R B N E

L A Z Y K N E E J E R K
R D D U C

O T T O M A N S N E E R
L Y T C

B R I D E P O S T W A R
E W L B U

I D E O L O G Y G A G A
D R R J A U

C E L L A R U P P I S H
N D Y G E T

Oldland Common 

Confusion over new
bus services after
'registration error'
The change to First bus services around Oldland Common last
month was not without its problems as the route of the 43
service changed because of registration error.
Ahead of the changes which came into place on 23rd August,
South Gloucestershire Council issued Bitton Parish with new
timetables and route information for the 43 which would serve
four bus stops in West Street and North Street. However, it soon
became apparent that buses were in fact running along High
Street which has no bus stops.
When parish councillors Roger Coales and Maureen Bridge
raised the matter with the District Council they were told there
had been an error when First registered the new routes with the
Ministry of Transport. By Thursday of last week, new timetable
information had been published at the affected bus stops.
Roger Coales said: "I find it extraordinary that First Bus have
chosen to route the 43 service in this way. There are no bus
stops between the junction of North Street/High Street and
Barry Road, south of the St Anne's Drive so although the 43
service will run through Oldland Common, it will not serve the
residents of most of the village.  
"In the evenings and on Sundays when there is only an hourly
service on the 42 and 43 routes, it appears to be madness that
the opportunity to give the residents of much of Oldland
Common a bus every half hour is ignored.
"First Bus has lost a great opportunity to increase the number of
bus passengers.  I hope that they will reconsider this decision."

Oldland Common 

Village club raises
£5000 for charity

Sports day in memory of Ben

The Oldland Village Club recently presented a cheque for £5000
to the Encephalitis Society, its nominated charity for last year.
The money was raised through quizzes, fundraising events and
the generosity of members who made donations. The
presentation was made by Club Chairman Rex Britton to
Jennifer Roost of The Encephalitis Society (pictured).
The Oldland Village Club regularly raises large sums for its
nominated charities and Prostate Cancer UK will be the
recipient of its fundraising efforts for the next year.

Sudoku Solutions

3 4 5 1 2 6 9 7 8
9 6 7 4 5 8 1 3 2
1 8 2 9 3 7 6 4 5
4 2 1 8 9 5 3 6 7
8 9 6 7 1 3 5 2 4
7 5 3 6 4 2 8 9 1
2 1 9 3 8 4 7 5 6
6 3 4 5 7 1 2 8 9
5 7 8 2 6 9 4 1 3

8 9 4 3 6 5 7 1 2
6 2 1 9 7 4 8 5 3
7 5 3 8 2 1 9 4 6
4 6 7 2 5 9 3 8 1
1 8 9 4 3 7 2 6 5
5 3 2 1 8 6 4 9 7
3 4 6 7 1 8 5 2 9
9 7 5 6 4 2 1 3 8
2 1 8 5 9 3 6 7 4

2 -Hard1-Easy

Friends of Keynsham student Ben Pocock, 20, who was
tragically taken in the MH17 disaster last year, are once again
organising a sports day in his memory. 
It is taking place on Saturday (5th September)  at Wellsway
School on the artificial pitch and is scheduled to start at 10am. 
Ben's friends have also been busy collecting lots of good raffle
prizes, including an England football shirt signed by the current
England goalkeeper Joe Hart. 
All proceeds will go to charity and everyone is welcome. 
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