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Buddleia, the Shaun the Sheep sculpture which has been
outside the Warmley Waiting Room café this summer, has
been vandalised.
Angry café staff say someone has vandalised the colourful
sculpture, designed by Bristol-based artist Sarah-Jane Grace,
which they are hosting, and stolen the little ladybird that was on
his right ear.

“Why would anyone do that?
What's the point?” said café
owner Claire Hoggans.
Seventy sculptures are on
display in and around Bristol
as part of the Shaun in the
City art trail until Bank
Holiday Monday (31st
August).
On Thursday 8th October
they will be sold at auction in

aid of the Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children's Hospital charity.
The sculptures from the Gromit Unleashed trail in 2013, which
attracted 1.8 million visitors, raised £4.5m for the hospital when
they were sold at auction.

Shaun the Sheep sculpture
at Warmley is vandalised
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The Week in

GCSE exam joy for local students
A record-breaking 81.3% of GCSE students at Wellsway
School in Keynsham have achieved five or more A*-C
grades including English and Maths.   
This is an improvement on last year's outstanding results and is
the fourth consecutive year at Wellsway in which Year 11 results
have shown improvement. 
90% of English students and 89% of Maths students passed
with an A*-C grade. Wellsway's highest performing Year 11
students included Rosie Sourbut with 11 straight A* grades.
Broadlands Academy in Keynsham also recorded another set of
record-breaking results. For the third year running, the
percentage of students achieving five A*-C with English and
Maths is well over 60%.
A total of 84% of students gained a C+ grade in English GCSE.
Progress in Maths continued to improve, with 68% gaining
grade C or higher. There was a 10% increase in the proportion
of students gaining at least one A*-A grade across all GCSE
subjects. 
In South Gloucestershire the overall figure of students receiving
the benchmark of at least five A* to C GCSE grades was 53 per
cent. The top two highest performing schools were the John
Cabot Academy in Kingswood and the Castle School in
Thornbury with 71% achieving that target.
John Cabot is part of the Cabot Learning Federation (CLF),
which runs several schools in the area including King's Oak
Academy in Kingswood, Hanham Woods Academy, Bristol 

                



Brunel Academy in Speedwell and Bristol Metropolitan
Academy in Fishponds.
Students at Hanham Woods, formerly Hanham High, achieved
an excellent set of GCSE exam results, the first as an academy.
For the third successive year staff there was an increase in the
benchmark figure - 53% of students achieved five A*-C GCSEs
including English and maths. Following Bristol Brunel's best
ever A-level results the previous week, a total of 46% of
students got five A*-C including English and Maths with 15% of
students achieving either an A or an A* in maths.
Since opening in 2009, Bristol Met has improved year on year.
A total of 99% of students gained a GCSE pass, with 37% of the
cohort claiming at least one A* or A grade. Boys and girls
performed equally well on the very highest grades, bucking the
national trend of male underachievement, and students from a
range of ethnicities and starting points shared the top results.
And at King's Oak the outgoing principal Ian Frost, said: “There
have been some excellent achievements by Year 11 students
who have worked incredibly hard and deserve their success.” 
King's Oak is oversubscribed in Year 7 and is opening a primary
phase with 60 reception places in September.
St Brendan's Sixth Form College at Brislington also runs GCSE
English, Maths and Biology.  Most students on these courses
have previously failed or achieved less than a C grade at their
previous school or in the case of Biology have discovered they
need a science GCSE.

Vice principal Maddy Woolfenden said: “Contrary to the national
trend, the pass rate in maths is significantly higher than it was
last year at the college and despite students having only nine
months in which to improve their grades in maths and English
we have 75 students (71.4%) achieving at least a grade C in
maths and 68 students (68.3%) in English.”
At Oasis Brislington, formerly Brislington Enterprise College,
approximately 50% of pupils achieved five A*- C grades
including maths and English - their best results ever.
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Celebrations at Wellsway
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Two local men have had their heads shaved to raise money
for Macmillan Cancer Support.
Martin Putley, from Longwell Green, hopes to have raised more
than £600 in sponsorship after losing his locks last Friday in
front of a crowd at the tea rooms at the Chief Trading Post in
Oldland Common, where he is a regular customer.
He did it in aid of Macmillan's national Brave the Shave
fundraising campaign which has been running this month.
People are encouraged to take part so they can stand
alongside men and women with cancer whilst raising money.
The 60-year-old heard about the appeal on the radio and
decided to take part as a friend who died from cancer was
helped by Macmillan nurses. Being disabled, Martin was unable
to take part in a fundraising run but said a head shave was
something he could do.
Martin had cancer himself at the age of 24 and suffered nerve
damage as a result of the radiotherapy and walks with the aid
of crutches. He also has problems with his auto-immune
system, suffering from the chronic and incurable Sjögren's
syndrome.

Earlier this year he suffered heart failure and also kidney
problems, for which he needed emergency dialysis. 
Meanwhile in the beer garden of the White Hart pub in Bitton on
Saturday, friends and family of Stuart Willmott took turns with
the scissors and clippers until there was nothing left of his hair.
Stuart went for the chop in memory of his late mother Janet. He
said: “The level of care and genuine warmth my mother
received from the Macmillan nurses during her last days was
outstanding. I cannot think how it could have been better. My
aim with everyone's support is to help Macmillan continue their
excellent work.”
Stuart hopes to have raised several hundred pounds for the
cause.

Brave shavers raise money for Macmillan

Stuart Willmott - during and after

Martin with Emily Millett from Chief Trading who shaved him
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The Keynsham Food Festival returns for its fourth year on
Saturday 3rd October. The venue is once again the Scout HQ
on Ashton Way and a packed programme of demonstrations
and events is in its final stages of preparation.
Many local food and drink producers will also be on hand to
tempt you with their wares.
This year's event is being managed by the Keynsham-based
marketing and event management  11twelve,  and sponsors
included Grounded, Kit Co and the New Inn, as well as Tesco
and Waitrose.  
Last year's event raised over £1,000 for the Keynsham Explorer
Scouts.

Keynsham 

Food festival returns

A family fun charity fesival in of Help for Heroes is being held at
the Batch Community Centre on Saturday (29th August)
There will be live music on an outdoor stage, inflatables and a
barbecue.
The event will also see the official opening of the Boot Room
Bar. Tickets are £2 and can be bought from the Batch. The event
runs from 5pm to 10.30pm.

Cadbury Heath 

Charity event in aid
of Help for Heroes
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 2 7 1
7 6 3 9 5
5 2

3 8 4 2 1
2 7 3 5
4 6

2 3 4 9
9 7 8

3 4 9 1 6

9 4 8
6 3 7

3 4
9 2 5

3
8 7 1

7 8
6 2

7 4 2 1 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 30th August

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

The controversial planning application to demolish the
Tennis Court pub in Kingswood has been withdrawn.
The decision to drop the plans to demolish the historic pub,
where the Cock Road Gang once drank, and replace it with a
block of 14 flats, followed opposition from the local community,
supported by their MP Chris Skidmore. A petition has been
signed by more than 300 people.
South Gloucestershire Council's conservation officer also
advised the application be withdrawn and if the current use was
to cease and a residential use considered to be a viable
replacement, then a scheme of “conversion and extension be
explored”.
But Mr Skidmore said he intended to press on with the
campaign to protect the 19th pub and has called a meeting of
campaigners and those interested in protecting the it from
change of use by having it listed as an Asset of Community
Value (ACV). In order to do this an interest group of 20
residents needs to be registered.
The MP will be holding a meeting at the pub on Friday 4th
September at 5.30pm to discuss the next stages of the
campaign.
He said: “This is fantastic news that the application to demolish
the pub has been withdrawn, and I would like to thank the
hundreds of local residents in Kingswood who have signed the
petition calling for the planning application to be opposed and
the pub protected. I am well aware however that this is only the
first stage in the campaign, as new applications could easily be
lodged.”
Pub regular Ray Bazeley, who had approached Mr Skidmore to

help save the pub, said:  “I am delighted that the application has
been withdrawn, and would like to thank Chris for leading the
campaign and getting so many residents behind the pub in such
a short space of time.
“Once a pub is demolished, it is gone forever; we need to
ensure that we do all we can to protect our heritage.”

Kingswood 

Plans to knock down pub are withdrawn
but fight to protect it goes on

             



Roundabout rage
Dear Sir,
What is it with the arrogant drivers who,
when accelerating from the junction of
Keynsham High Street and Charlton Road
(by the Methodist Church and a 20mph
zone) do not want to notice there is a mini-
roundabout at Ashton Way?
Out of the window go any notions of slowing
down (in a 20mph zone remember) and
perish the thought that another motorist may
already be on the roundabout, turning right
out of Ashton Way.  Giving way to traffic
already using the roundabout is clearly not
an option. Instead, they seem to see a
straight road (20mph) ahead of them and
any vehicle on the roundabout is an affront -
as if they have pulled out in front of them. 
So do they slow down (in a 20mph zone
remember) or even give way?  No, a simple
blast on the horn, maybe an obscenity
shouted out of the window, and then they
accelerate away (in a 20mph zone),
presumably looking for a cyclist or young
child they can mow down for having the
temerity to get in their way. 
What an earth is there in Charlton Road that
makes these people so desperately keen to
get there (the prospect of being able to drive
within a 30mph zone, perhaps?)
Name and address supplied

Vapers voice concern over
U-turn
Dear Sir,
Vapers In Power, the pressure group formed
to represent the UK's vapers, is concerned
that NHS prescribed e-cigarettes could
transform a proven means of quitting
smoking into a profit centre for Big Pharma.
Vapers In Power (VIP) has welcomed the
news that health experts are to advise the
NHS that e-cigarettes should be prescribed

for smokers wanting to quit. 
But the campaigning group has serious
concerns that the consequences of this
dramatic U-turn have not been properly
considered. It is worried that ill-considered
implementation of these proposals could
make 'medical e-cigs' as ineffective as
current nicotine replacement therapies and
even push current vapers back to smoking
cigarettes.
These experts are very late to the party. An
estimated two and a half million smokers
have already turned to vaping to reduce or
replace smoking. They have done so without
support from their GPs, who, until recently,
were often strongly opposed to vaping.
While we welcome the medical
establishment on board our band-wagon, we
hope they will be wise enough to listen to the
views and experiences of the nation's vapers
who have managed very well so far without
medical interference.
VIP is concerned that this change of
direction by the medical establishment
might have the effect of reclassifying e-
cigarettes as medical devices.
This would put them on a par with other
nicotine replacement therapy (NRT)
products, such as nicotine patches and
chewing gum, which are known to be
unsuccessful in up to 94% of cases. Despite
this failure rate, these products are huge
earners for the pharmaceutical industry
which is now reported to be desperate to get
its hands on e-cigarettes as a new profit
centre.
If the NHS starts prescribing vaping devices,
will they be sourced from a single supplier?
Who will be awarded this lucrative contract?
Will they be repackaged as medicine? Will
existing suppliers of vaping equipment be
forced out of the market by repressive
legislation? We already know that the
Government has turned the regulation of
vaping over to the Medicines and Healthcare
products Regulatory Agency (MHRA) with its
close ties to the pharmaceutical companies.

Will the knock-on effect be to wipe out this
country's innovative vaping industry which is
currently generating employment for tens of
thousands of people?
One of the reasons behind the success of e-
cigarettes in helping smokers toquit is that
they have become a lifestyle choice for
many people. Vapers take pride in their
devices. The post pictures online of
themselves blowing clouds of vapour and
publish the number of days since their last
cigarette. They attend conventions and local
meetings to talk to other users and swap
information on new e-juices. Facebook and
other social media are rich in vaping groups.
This contrasts with the almost furtive nature
of current NRT therapies which are hidden
under clothing or concealed in pockets.
At present, vaping is driven by consumer-led
demand for new vaping devices and the
enormous range of e-juices available. If all
this innovation is legislated back to drab little
medical devices and Government approved
flavours, as current EU proposals
recommend, vaping will lose much of its
appeal. The end result will be less smokers
turning into vapers, and even current vapers
turning back to cigarettes.
Liam Bryan
Campaign Manager for Vapers In Power
& former Parliamentary Candidate for
Vapers In Power, Kingswood

Little Croft Care Home
Dear Sir,
In response to the article entitled “Care
home must improve, says Government
watchdog”, published 13th August, the
home manager contacted the magazine
and said that no one in the company had
received any contact. Had we received the
email that was reportedly sent, we would
have responded.
The home manager, who has been in post
at Little Croft for seven years, has
acknowledged the weaknesses in the CQC
report but added that the positive 
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comments far outweighed these.
For example
• Staff provided support which met residents'

individual needs.
• People (residents) were involved in making

decisions.
• People's freedom and rights were

respected by staff who acted within the
requirements of the law. 

• Staff were trained and supported in their
roles.

• People were cared for with respect and
dignity. 

• Staff were knowledgeable about the
individual needs of people and responded
appropriately. 

• Staff were polite and friendly in their
approach.

• People (residents) were actively asked for
their opinion about their care through
regular meetings

• Staff showed they had a good awareness
of risks and knew what action to take to
ensure people's safety.

• People told us they liked the staff and were
confident their care needs were being met.  

• People confirmed they were consulted and
their consent sought before any care and
support was given.

The above comments are an example of the
achievements of the home manager and her
team to ensure a quality of life within the
home that meets people's needs.
If you would like to read the report it can be
accessed on cqc.org.uk.
Little Croft Care Home
Oldland Common

Editor: The initial email was sent on 5th
August to Quality Care, the company which
runs Little Croft. We are happy to publish the
home manager's response

Answers are easily available
Dear Stephen,
The 'questions' raised by Anne Upton
(Letters, Issue 384) were mostly rhetorical
statements, and her insistence that they be
answered in The Week In ensured she
couldn't be contradicted due to lack of
space. For example, her claim that the
existing fire station network was 'perfectly
good overlooked the massive demographic
changes of the last 30 years, as
demonstrated by the Avon Fire Authority
Planning Supporting Statement AB4650
justifying Hicks Gate - 35 pages, including
maps and diagrams on bathnes.gov.uk
website and theirs, which would clog the
Letters column from here to Christmas. 
The AFA Chair, Labour councillor Terry
Walker, noted it was the first new fire station
in this area since 1980, i.e again under a
Conservative government. The PUBLIC can
indeed get the answers she wanted simply
by going to the nearest library if they don't
have a computer, it is a PFI, and the cost is
£6.2m. In 2007 when this country was still
relatively solvent, the Labour government
decided to reduce North Bristol NHS hospital
spending by taking the PFI route for the
revamping of Southmead Hospital, sealing
the deal in 2009 at a cost of £600m spread
over 34 years. The Coalition inherited a
national debt which, even though they have
achieved some improvement in our balance
of trade, is still requiring this government to
pay circa £120m per day in interest, just to
stop the debt of 87% of the GDP growing,
making the PFI route imperative. 
Her government borrowing confusion might
be remedied by recourse to Fiscal Economy
articles if she enrolled for 'Free Computer
Training for the Elderly' and used them to
access search engines. I've reached my 300
word limit, but since she insists, I may
manage to answer her previous post
sometime.
M O'Regan

Speeding drivers are the
hazards
Dear Sir,
On last week's Letters page (Issue 385) S
Wildy raised the questions ‘Where's the
hazard’? and 'Why cannot these people get
in the areas where there are hazards'?
Before I answer these questions, I will
explain what the role of the Oldland
Community SpeedWatch is. There are nine
monitoring sites within Oldland Parish and
two within Hanham Abbots Parish. All
these points have been requested by
residents within the area. Before we can
monitor at a particular site, the police carry
out a risk assessment of the site and if it fits
the criteria, they will then approve it, we are
informed, and when the site is
commissioned it is signed over to the
SpeedWatch. 
The criteria are that the site must be overt,
i.e. must be seen by the motorist for at
least 200m on either side, and there is an
escape path for the crew, in case it is
needed. The site is identified by postcode
and by map reference and the crew are
allowed to move up to 30 paces either side
of the central point. Each crew member
must have received training by the police,
wear hi-vis jackets and only use the
approved equipment issued. Personal
cameras, including those on mobile
phones, etc., are banned. A mobile is only
used when it is necessary to contact the
police. For each site a log sheet shows the
time at the site, the number of vehicles that
have passed the site, and where a driver
exceeds the speed limit, the Vehicle
Registration Mark, colour of vehicle, make
and model, speed, time and direction. The
results of the monitoring are sent to the
police for action. “Where's the hazard?”
The hazards are moving vehicles, whose
drivers do not observe the speed limit.  
Graham Downing
Coordinator
Oldland Community SpeedWatch

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Annually (6)
8 Item of clothing preferred by youths (6)
9 Note (4)
10 Essential person or element (8)
11 Vastly experienced (3,4)
13 Mix of flour and water (5)
15 Canoe (5)
17 Ancient Greek jar (7)
20 Popular Italian dessert (8)
21 Twin (4)
22 Expression of pity (6)
23 Facilitate (6)

DOWN
1 Ancient town near Jerusalem (6)
2 Part of a guitar neck (4)
3 Violent windstorm (7)
4 Communication device (5)
5 Slang term to express disdain (4-4)
6 Small metal shaving (6)
12 Dilation of the cerebral arteries (8)
14 Person missing a limb (7)
16 Fauna (6)
18 Actually (6)
19 Little too much to drink? (5)
21 No longer living (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Annually (6)7
Item of clothing preferred by youths (6)8
Note (4)9
Essential person or element (8)10
Vastly experienced (3,4)11
Mix of flour and water (5)13
Canoe (5)15
Ancient Greek jar (7)17
Popular Italian dessert (8)20
Twin (4)21
Expression of pity (6)22
Facilitate (6)23

Down

Ancient town near Jerusalem (6)1
Part of a guitar neck (4)2
Violent windstorm (7)3
Communication device (5)4
Slang term to express disdain (4-4)5
Small metal shaving (6)6
Dilation of the cerebral arteries (8)12
Person missing a limb (7)14
Fauna (6)16
Actually (6)18
Little too much to drink? (5)19
No longer living (4)21

Campaigners who want an elected Mayor for Bath & North
East Somerset have submitted another 2,000 signatures to
the council to be amalgamated with their first petition.
In total over 9,600 B&NES residents have now signed the
petition. A total of 6,437 valid signatures (5% of the electorate)
are needed to spark a Yes/No referendum.
The organisers felt they had achieved that in June, even
collecting a few more “just to be safe” before handing it in to the
council. However, detailed checks established that 5,039
entries matched the electoral register but 2,241 didn't. 
Almost half of the invalid entries were from people who were not
on the electoral register or had not given their full address. The
remaining entries included a mix of either duplicate entries,
incorrect names or addresses, initials rather than full names or
they were not sufficiently legible to enable identification.
The council is due to announce in early September whether the
campaigners' second attempt has been successful. If a
referendum is held and a majority of residents vote for a Mayor,
there would be a contest with the winner elected to serve for
four years.

An elected mayor would replace the role of council leader. The
campaigners, who are of all ages and occupations and with no
political affiliation, believe an elected mayor, like George
Ferguson in Bristol - would be a better and more democratic
answer to the challenges facing B&NES, such as traffic
congestion and housing needs.

Campaigning in Keynsham last year

B&NES 

Second time lucky for mayoral
campaigners?
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The gardens and grotto next to Kingwood Heritage
Museum will be open to the public over the August Bank
Holiday. 
Museum expert Shaun Gibbs describes the site as “an 18th
century theme park”.
He said: “When William Champion's zinc making business in
Warmley became successful in the late 18th century, he built
himself an elegant and imposing new house at the heart of his
works. The surrounding gardens he added were particularly
impressive, laid out in the then popular Dutch style. 
“A focal point was the large lake which was not only ornamental
but also provided the water supply for the works. In the centre
of the lake was a 10-metre high stature of the god Neptune with
his trident. This is still there, and is believed to be the largest
garden statue now standing in the country.
“An essential feature of any large garden of that era was a
grotto, and Champion's is thought to be the most extensive
man-made grotto surviving.”
Kingswood Heritage Museum is open on bank holiday
weekends (including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm. It is located
in the former Champion Brass Works, at Tower Lane, Warmley,
just off the ring road (Cadbury Heath exit). 

Bus services 42, 43, 17a and 319 stop nearby. The grotto and
gardens will be open on Sunday and Monday 30th & 31st
August, and also for the Doors Open Day on 13th September.

Chance to visit '18th century
theme park'
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Fires in the home are devastating, but firefighters say most
of the incidents they are called to could have been avoided.
Since launching their free Home Fire Safety Visits in 2006 Avon
Fire & Rescue Service (AF&RS) have visited more than
103,000 homes.
During that time the number of accidental house fires has fallen
by 26% from 656 in 2006/07 to 486 in 2014/15.
To bring its Home Fire Safety Visit service up-to-date, a tablet
app has been developed which crews are using when visiting
homes. The app features photographs and short films to

reinforce messages.
Group manager for
community safety at
AF&RS, Matt Peskett,
said they were working
hard to reach the
people who need their
help the most: “The
public can play a really
important part by
making friends, family

or neighbours aware of this fantastic free and life-saving
service.
“The tablet app has been created to ensure we can illustrate the
dangers of fire in the home in a way people can relate to.

Things are much easier to identify with if you can see
photographs or video about the experiences of others. We hope
the app will enhance the service we already provide and
encourage people to book a Home Fire Safety Visit.”
Anyone can request a visit. The help offered will be specific to
your circumstances and will include advice on escape routes,
cooking and electrical safety, a night-time routine and what to
do if there is a fire. Smoke alarms will also be fitted free of
charge if needed.
To book a visit for yourself or someone you care about, call
0117 926 2061, text 'visit' to 07507 319 694 or visit the AF&RS
website. 

Reading this could save your life
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week

In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or

Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

Bath & North East Somerset Council will be carrying out another
of its car seat safety checking sessions next month.
The clinic will be on 17th September from 8.30am to 4pm at
Sainsbury's at Frome Road, Odd Down and is a great way to
find out from the experts the correct way to fit in-car child safety
seats and to get restraints checked for correct fit. Typically
safety checks reveal that around half of all child car seats are
fitted incorrectly. Major faults include seats belts that require re-
routing and minor faults are harnesses that needed adjusting,
headrests that have to be removed and twists in the belts.

Free car seat checks

Young drivers can become Advanced drivers at no cost, thanks
to an initiative between South Gloucestershire Council's Road
Safety team and the Institute of Advanced Motorists. 
All they have to do is enrol on the IAM's Skill for Life programme
course (costing £149) and when they pass their Advanced
Driving Test, they will receive a full refund.  
The courses are open to under 25-year-olds and the next one
starts at the BAWA Sports & Social Club in Filton on Wednesday
21st October.  In addition to the weekly course sessions, the
drivers are appointed an advanced mentor to guide them
through the practical elements of the test, which needs to be
taken within 12 months of starting the course. Pre-booking on
the Skill for Life course is essential and places on the refund
scheme are limited. For more information call 0117 256 5555.

Advanced driving courses
for young motorists

South Gloucestershire councillors for the Kings Chase ward -
April Begley, Martin Farmer and Kim Scudamore - will be
holding their next monthly advice surgery at 10am on
September 5th at Kingsmeadow Community Flat, Barrington
Close.

Jo McCarron with former Kingswood Labour MP Roger Berry on
General Election day

Kings Chase 

Meet your councillors

Jo McCarron, who fought unsuccessfully to become
Labour MP for Kingswood at May's General Election, is now
standing to become a member of the party's National Policy
Forum.
As well as taking part in the ballot for the leadership and deputy
leadership of the Labour Party, members are voting for their
representatives on the NPF which helps shape its policy
agenda. Explaining why she hopes to become one of four
candidates to represent the South West, she says she comes
from “a working class background and a solid Labour
household” and came into politics after running community
campaigns and fighting for people in her neighbourhood.
The 40-year-old artist, who grew up in Hanham, writes: “As a
former Parliamentary candidate in a key seat, I have had the
chance to hear from thousands of voters. I worked hard to
ensure residents across my constituency were given a strong
voice on issues that mattered to them.
“I believe the best ideas are achieved when you listen to others
and our members should play a large part in forming Labour
policy.” She pledged to “give a voice to people from all wings of
our party, be accessible and work hard”.

Kingswood

Jo McCarron vies
for national role 

                   



St Anne's Church at Siston was packed last Friday morning
for the joint funeral of husband and wife Ron and Madge
Hudson, who had worshipped there for half a century.
A retired Squadron Leader, who had been awarded the OBE for
services to the local community, Mr Hudson was 95 when he
died one week after his 92-year-old wife passed away. The
couple would have celebrated their 70th wedding anniversary
later this year.
The Hudsons lived in Bridgeyate for many years but more
recently in Wick. They leave two daughters, Susan and Sally.
Paying tribute, Sally said: “Marjorie (Madge) was an only child,
born in Greenwich in 1923. Ronald (Ron) was one of six
children, born in Aston, Birmingham, in 1919.They met at RAF
Waterbeach, Cambs. Ron was a navigator on Lancasters and
Madge a WAAF sergeant. They married after the war in 1945.
Dad stayed in the RAF. Susan was born in Scotland and Sally
in Germany. 
“The Hudson family then travelled the world with postings
including Singapore, Hong Kong, Brampton (Huntingdon) and
more locally Locking and Colerne. When Ron retired from the
RAF he worked at the University of Bath where he was
assistant registrar. 
“Madge taught infants at St Matthias. Both became involved in
local politics. Ron was a borough councillor and chairman of
Siston Parish Council for many years. He saw the
recommencement of the Armistice Service in Warmley Park

with vicar John Poarch. “Madge was district councillor for Siston
and the last Chair of Avon County Council. 
They also both worked for SSAFA - the forces family charity.
“With two pony mad daughters they helped found the local
Pony Club in 1964.
“Ron was treasurer of the church for 12 years and they
worshipped at St Anne's for 50 years.”
At the funeral there was a retiring collection for SSAFA and
WaterAid.
The wake was at Manor Farm, Upton Cheyney.
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Tribute to well-known couple

Ron and Madge Hudson
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Longwell Green has expanded rapidly in recent years
and is now not just a residential community but a major
shopping destination. 
As well as leisure attractions and big name outlets on the
retail and trade parks, there is an interesting mix of
independent shops and businesses. Although transport links
are good, there is little need to travel far for many everyday
needs.

While almost all the 'big name' supermarkets are present in
Longwell Green, there is no shortage of local independents
either offering services as diverse as newspapers,
hairdressing, gifts or even carpets. Essential services such
as pharmacy, dental and veterinary provision are all on hand
too.

While the retail park offers a range of eating out options,
Longwell Green also boats a traditional pub, cafe and
restaurant in high street locations while the community
centre provides a convenient meeting place and central
venue for many clubs, associations and classes.

Longwell Green has changed dramatically since the 1970s
when it was a sleepy suburb, but it has grown with the times
to offer a vibrant and much sought after place to live today.

SPOTLIGHT ON LONGWELL GREEN
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Ellacombe Road

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

LONGWELL GREEN

        



20 The Week in •  Thursday 27th August 2015

Volunteers welcomed national judges Ray Beckwith and
Darren Share to showcase local communities who together
have helped to put Fishponds on the floral map. 
Fishponds was selected by South West in Bloom to represent
the region in the Urban Community category and is one just one
of 70 finalists chosen from more than 1,000 UK entries.  
Mark Logan, chair of Hillfields, Eastville & Frome Vale in Bloom
(HEFs) said: “We are extremely proud that Fishponds has been
selected to represent the South West, we have come a long way
in the three years that Fishponds has been taking part in the
Bloom initiative.”
The judges were impressed with how communities had got
involved and were shown floral planters along the main High
Street, as well as the floral displays at Lodge Causeway. They
were particularly taken with the floral schemes that have been
developed to brighten up the area around Station Road. 
Among other communities they visited were Elm Tree Farm,
Snuff Mills, Little Hayes Early Years and Children's Centre,
Edible Fishponds, the Spotted Cow and Brook Road, before
finishing up at Feed Bristol for a tour and celebration lunch.
Fishponds will have to wait until 15th October when the results
will be announced at an awards presentation in Sunderland.  

A new pancake shop which opened in Keynsham earlier this
month is proving very popular.
Dazbo's in Temple Street sells a wide range of sweet and
savoury pancakes and you can choose your own toppings.
Pancakes are freshly cooked to take away in just a few minutes
and there's a comfortable seating area while you wait.
There a range of tasty desserts too, including chocolate fudge
cake and millionaire caramel shortbread, and the shop also
sells a selection of sweets and drinks. 

Fishponds 

National judges
visit Fishponds

Pancake
paradise
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A Kingswood care agency has been praised by watchdogs
for the good quality service it provides. 
AliMo Care Ltd, based at Kingswood House in South Road, was
inspected by the Care Quality Commission (CQC) earlier this
summer and the report was published recently.
The CQC is the independent regulator of health and social care
in England.
AliMo provides a care service to people in their own homes in
Bristol and South Gloucestershire. The service is mainly to older
people but some younger people with physical disabilities are
also supported.
AliMo Care was rated as 'Good' overall although the inspector
said leadership required some improvements.
The report said people who used the service had good
relationships with the carers who visited them and that the staff
were “kind, caring and respectful”.
At the time of the inspection AliMo was looking after 37 people
and had a team of 31 care staff. The CQC said AliMo had an on-
going recruitment drive to employ new staff to support more
people in their own homes. 

Kingswood  

Praise from
inspectors for
care provider

Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore rolled his sleeves up to join local
charity Juice and young volunteers clearing the basketball court
at the back of Hanham Youth Centre of rubbish and debris. 
The volunteers took part in the litter pick as part of the well-
established local project, the Dream Scheme, run by Janice
Suffolk, which rewards young people taking part in voluntary
activities with points that can then be used on organised day
trips.
Mr Skidmore said: "We managed to fill several bags of litter and
bottles around the court, which will look great once it is fully
refurbished. 
“It is great to see young people using their time off from school
to such productive use, and the great work that Juice does
locally, helping young people to recognise the value of voluntary
service and giving something back to the local community."

MP litter picks with
young volunteers

          



Plans to build a house on a plot of land in a cul-de-sac have
been granted permission despite concerns from locals
about subsidence caused by the old coal dramway tunnel
running underneath, and that the design will look out of
place.
South Gloucestershire councillors went to visit the site between
7 and 8 Cherrywood, where there was already outline planning
permission for a house, at the request of local councillor Erica
Williams. 
Bitton Parish Council said the design proposed was not in
keeping with other houses in the street and were unhappy with
the quality, style and overall standard of design.

And some local residents said there had been instability
problems arising locally from the dramway tunnel and on this
particular site a sewage pipe had collapsed and a large old
apple tree “simply fell out of the ground”.
On the advice of planning officers, who said the principle of a
new house had already been established, that the design was
suitable, and that building regulations would cover any safety
aspects, the development control committee granted
permission at their meeting earlier this month.
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Oldland Common 

House approved despite concerns

Staple Hill WI is
on the move
Staple Hill WI's membership has increased in size and with
their meeting room at Staple Hill Methodist Church getting a
bit cramped they have decided to move to Christchurch
Parish Hall in North Street, Downend.
From September they will be meeting there at 7.30pm on the
third Tuesday of each month but will retain links with Staple
Hill Methodist Church, using it for their coffee mornings, the
next one being on Saturday 28th November.
For details of the WI's programme visit their website at
www.staplehillwi.weebly.com
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Following the success of its inaugural
biathlon event in January, Keynsham
Swimming Club played host to a second one
in beautiful summer sunshine last month.
Competitors ranged from biathlon novices as
young as eight to 'Masters' aged 35+. A total of
85 athletes from across the region took part. 
Biathlon comprises a run and a swim with a gap
between the two elements. Distances depend on
age with a run of 800-1600m and a swim of 50-
200m. Times for each discipline are converted to
points and the athlete with the most points is the
winner. 
The Keynsham event saw the run element
hosted at Wellsway School followed by the swim
in the 25m pool at Keynsham Leisure Centre.
Competitors and spectators were also given the
chance to try pistol shooting in the format used in
Modern Pentathlon.
A strong entry from Keynsham Swimming Club
members included athletes of all ages, ranging
from beginners to some accomplished and up-
and-coming biathletes and pentathletes. The
home club achieved an impressive medal tally
including seven gold, three silver and three

bronze in individual
classes and three
additional team gold
medals.  
The emphasis of the
event was however
very much on
enjoyment and to
encourage partici-
pation from all ages
and every competitor
was rewarded with a
finisher's medal for
completing the event.
Event organiser,
Keynsham Swimming Club's Andrew Gussey,
said: “It was great to see the smiles on the
athlete's faces.  The pride and sense of
achievement was clear to see on the faces of the
young, and some not so young, competitors
taking part in this type of event for the first time.”
The club will be hosting another biathlon event
this winter and details will be available on the
club website when the date is confirmed.

Keynsham biathlon attracts
athletes from across the region 

Saltford
Library needs
volunteers to
open on
Saturdays
Saltford Library has recently
been closed on Saturdays
but could reopen with the
service being delivered by
local volunteers. 
These volunteers would be
able to telephone the staffed
branch at Keynsham if they
need advice. This kind of
volunteer service has been
successfully implemented at
Paulton Library and in other
libraries across the country.  
Application forms will be
available online via the
Saltford Parish Council
website and in Saltford Hall
and local libraries. 
If you would like to find out
more or become a volunteer,
contact B&NES Council's
library manager Lorraine
Corbishley on 01225
394041.

Ellie Gussey  

           



24 The Week in •  Thursday 27th August 2015

)HDWKHUEHG
�+RPHFDUH (VW�����

     



Work has begun on a noise barrier at the skatepark on the
old Warmley golf course.
At a public meeting last month local residents highlighted a host
of problems in the vicinity of the £100,000 facility, including
noise, vandalism, swearing and drug taking.
Many of the problems raised centred on the car park next to the
skatepark and as promised, South Gloucestershire Council has
put up a gate and it is now only open from 6am to 6pm and
closed at weekends except for access by neighbouring
allotment users and staff from the nearby SITA depot.
Meanwhile, a Working Group consisting of local residents,
parents, skaters, police, and South Gloucestershire Council
and Oldland Parish Council representatives has been set up. 
The group is keen to make sure the space is being used to its

full potential and is addressing incidents of anti-social
behaviour.
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Mangotsfield 

Children's festival
at rugby club
The first Cleve KidsFest will take place at the rugby club's
Cossham Street ground on Saturday 29th August from
11am to 4pm.
Attractions will include a fairground, magic show, children's
entertainment, pony rides, stalls and a barbecue.
Entry will be £1 with no charge for under threes.
For more information contact Kimberley@cleverugby.co.uk

Keynsham 

Rain stops fun day
The Lock Stock family fun day due to take place last Sunday
at the Lock Keeper pub was cancelled due to bad weather.
The organisers hope that the event in aid of Keynsham &
District Mencap Society can be postponed to another date.

Cadbury Heath/Warmley 

Work under way to construct noise
barrier at skatepark
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call 
0117 986 0381

Caravans

Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Car Repairs

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL
07789 528 540

call today for more information

Appliances

Advertising

              



DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On
Computers / IT

Computers / IT

Electrical

Electrical

Driveways

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Clock Repairs

Compost

Dance Classes
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Car Repairs

Events

Furniture Makers

Garden Services

          



Directory & What’s On

Pest Control
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance

Pallets

Kitchens

Garden Services Painting
& Decorating

Guttering Services

Groundworks

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Home Help

Locksmiths

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

            



Directory & What’s On
Personal
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

Plumbers Roofing

Plastering

A GENUINE
PROFESSIONAL HEALTH
CARE ASSISTANT
52 year old lady looking for a
genuine Christian soulmate.
Call 07478 536235

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Physiotherapy

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Schools

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Skip Hire
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

TV & Aerials

Storage

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
DEADLINE FOR PLACING

DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

Venue Hire

Sewing Lessons

Skip Hire

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

              



The Week in • Thursday 27th August 2015 31

Crossword Solution
B F C P P F

Y E A R L Y H O O D I E
T E C O O L

C H I T L I N C H P I N
E O E P N

O L D H A N D D O U G H
E E A O

K A Y A K A M P H O R A
N D T P E

T I R A M I S U D U A L
M C P T E L

P A T H O S E N A B L E
L E Y E D Y

Club needs volunteers

Running 

Run Forest run

Football 
Oldland Abbotonians FC 2015-16

Bitton Road Runners are looking for volunteers to help with the
club which caters for all running abilities and has more than 300
members in both junior and senior sections.
New members are also always welcome to join the club - runs
are held on Tuesdays and Thursdays. 
Volunteers with skills including coaching, accountancy, disability
awareness, filming, fundraising, grant application writing,
marshalling, massage therapy, media relations, physiotherapy
and management are needed.
Find out more about the club at www.bittonroadrunners.co.uk

Runners are being encouraged to sign up for a new 5k or 10k
race in Warmley Forest Park in October.
The organisers, Aspire Running, say the event will be held on
Saturday 10th October with both races starting at 10am. Race
registration will start at 9am.
The park, off London Road, has been created at an old clay
quarry and is now a thriving wildlife area.
The 5k is a single loop and the 10k a two-loop course which will
incorporate trails, public footpaths, open countryside and
woodland sections, as well as the Bristol & Bath Railway Path.
The organisers say the park is easily accessed by bike, car and
bus and there will be extra parking at the New World Business
Centre, Station Road. All finishers will receive a medal and
goody bag. Find out more at www.aspirerunningevents.co.uk

Rugby 

New season awaits
Keynsham Rugby Club
With just over a week to go until the start of the new rugby
season, Keynsham Rugby Club have been busy on and off the
field as they look to improve on last year.
The club is one of the few local clubs in the region to regularly
field 4 senior teams with the 1st XV competing in Western
Counties North; the 2nd XV in Tribute Somerset One, 3rd XV in
Tribute Somerset Two North and the 4th XV in Tribute Somerset
Three North.
Off the field, club members have been working hard to update
and refurbish the club house and facilities as part of the
NatWest Rugbyforce weekend in which grass root rugby clubs
were awarded grants to invest in their facilities and be part of the
legacy created by the forthcoming Rugby World Cup.
The senior teams train every Tuesday and Thursday from
7.15pm-8.30pm and all ages and abilities are welcome. Players
can expect to receive excellent training and development
opportunities by the club's two first team coaches, Jason
Wheatley and Kevin Appleton, and 2nd team coach Richard
Kingscroft, as well as professional physiotherapy and use of the
club's gym. 
Club captain Jack Weston said: “As a family club, we are always
pleased to welcome new faces down to Keynsham. We are
lucky to have such extensive facilities and pitches which not
only allows us to regularly field 4 senior teams but also have a
mini, junior and colt rugby section, the latter of which we have
been delighted to see coming through and gaining senior
honours.”
Any players interested in joining the club can contact Head
Coach Jason Wheatley on 07770 674010 or turn up at one of
the evening training sessions.

Sudoku Solutions

8 4 3 9 6 5 2 7 1
1 7 6 3 2 8 9 4 5
9 5 2 4 1 7 8 6 3
3 8 5 6 4 2 7 1 9
2 9 7 1 8 3 6 5 4
4 6 1 7 5 9 3 8 2
5 1 8 2 3 6 4 9 7
6 2 9 5 7 4 1 3 8
7 3 4 8 9 1 5 2 6

7 9 6 3 4 8 1 5 2
5 1 4 2 6 9 8 3 7
8 3 2 7 1 5 4 6 9
4 7 3 1 9 2 6 8 5
1 6 9 8 5 7 3 2 4
2 8 5 6 3 4 9 7 1
3 2 1 9 7 6 5 4 8
6 4 8 5 2 1 7 9 3
9 5 7 4 8 3 2 1 6

2 -Hard1-Easy
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