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More than 90 lonely people in South Gloucestershire,
including many in the Kingswood and Longwell Green
area, are on a waiting list for volunteer visitors.
Age UK South Gloucestershire says it urgently needs
befrienders who can visit an older person once a week for a
chat.
A spokesperson for the charity said: “We urgently need
volunteers in the Kingswood, Longwell Green and Filton
communities. If you feel that you can give one hour a week to
help an older person feel less lonely, please get in contact.”
The charity also has a new volunteering opportunity within its
new Integrated Care Project where it is working with patients
identified by GP surgeries in Cadbury Heath, Downend and
Yate. 
Volunteers are needed to provide information, signposting and
ongoing support to help people achieve their goals. This could
involve supporting someone with identifying and joining a new
club, checking they have enough medication to last the

weekend or helping to rebuild their confidence following a fall.
Find out more about volunteering for Age UK South
Gloucestershire from Michelle Dent on 01454 411707.
Meanwhile Age UK B&NES would also welcome volunteer
befrienders in the Keynsham area. Contact Chris Hart, the
volunteer development co-ordinator, on 01225 466135.
And to find out about befriending with Age UK Bristol call
Shelley Hankins on 0117 929 7537.

Urgent appeal for befrienders

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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St George 

Mini-moto nuisance
A problem with the anti-social use of miniature motorbikes in
the area has been highlighted.
The Friends of Troopers Hill have been told that mini-motos
are being used on Troopers Hill Field. 
A spokesman for the Friends said: “If you see one please call
the police. If there is a risk of people being injured please call
999, if you think there is no risk, please call 101. Even if the
police do not attend due to higher priorities, this builds up a
record of times and frequency so police can target visits.”
It is against the law to use mini-motos in public parks, open
spaces, or on footpaths, pavements, cycle routes and
bridleways.  

                 



There was huge interest when initial plans for the St
Monica Trust retirement village went on display last week.  
It was also one of the first public events held in the new
Somerdale Pavilion, a fitting venue as it stands in the shadow
of the old Cadbury factory buildings where the charity intends to
create 150 apartments and a 90 capacity care home.
While the precise make-up of the retirement community is yet
to be confirmed, it is anticipated that amenities will include a
supermarket, GP surgery, restaurant and hairdressing salon
and these will also be available to the wider community. One of
St Monica Trust is celebrating its 90th year as a charity
providing wellbeing for older people through a range of
retirement accommodation and support services.  It already
operates four retirement sites in the area including Westbury-
on-Trym, Bedminster and Sandford.
Conversion of the factory buildings is due for completion in
spring 2017 and the trust also anticipates it will need to recruit

locally for a number of positions at the village.  These range
from registered nurses to support workers, catering, gardening
and administration staff.

. . . and sponsors sought for primary school
With the landscape at Somerdale changing almost week by
week, B&NES Council has launched a campaign to find a
sponsoring organisation for the new primary school due to open
there in September 2017.
Expressions of interest are now being sought from
organisations to run the school. Sponsoring organisations may
include bodies such as existing academies, charities or
organisations with educational expertise. They will need to
already be on the approved sponsors list of the Department of
Education, which will make the final selection. 
The deadline for submission is Friday 15th October and more
details can be found on the B&NES Council website.
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For help or advice speak to Marjorie Taylor or Marion Fisher

K E Y N S H A M        M I D S O M E R  N O R T O N        F R O M E

At FDC Law we aim to provide invaluable support
and help at a time when you need it most.

can opt for a Pay-as-you-go or fully managed

is never a compromise on service.

sympathetic team provide the help and advice you
need. We ensure that the process is as painless as
possible and that you understand all your options
in order to achieve your desired outcome.

Free initial half hour consultation

…PUTS YOU IN CONTROL

0117 986 9141 www.fdc-law.co.uk

Our Fixed 
Fee Divorce...

5212 Divorce Team ad WEEKinKEYNS 184x131.indd   1 28/04/2015   10:11

Keynsham 

Plans for new retirement village go on show
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Labour's councillors in South Gloucestershire have
launched a petition to build community opposition to a
cost-cutting plan to close Kingswood Civic Centre. 
The Conservative leader of South Gloucestershire Council, Cllr
Matthew Riddle, has asked officers to review the use of the
Civic Centre and whether it is needed in addition to the council's
Badminton Road offices on the outskirts of Yate, eight miles
away, although he stresses that no firm decisions have been
made at this point.

Cllr Riddle has said the council is
committed to keeping a presence in
Kingswood and frontline services will
continue whatever.
Labour says that the Tories view the
building simply as an office block and
fail to recognise the role it plays in
providing local services, jobs and civic
pride.
The plans were announced last month,

with a memo informing staff that the council was looking how to
“accommodate more staff and facilities, including a council
chamber, at Badminton Road”. The announcement came just
eight weeks after the Tories assumed control of the council, and
following a £6m refurbishment between 2010 and 2012.
In a video message the leader of Labour's councillors, Pat
Rooney, says: “Losing this building will be another sign that
Kingswood is being downgraded under the Tories. We have

already lost Soundwell College and the promise of a minor
injury unit at Cossham. Together let's send a message that
Kingswood Civic Centre is too important to lose.”
The petition demands that the council finds its savings from
elsewhere. It says that losing the Civic Centre would make it
more difficult for local people to access services such as the
One Stop Shop and Register Office, and make it more difficult
for residents to attend council and committee meetings that are
taking decisions on their behalf.
It would also remove jobs for local people from the area with the
highest level of unemployment in South Gloucestershire, hit
trade in Kingswood town centre, and increase commuting,
congestion and traffic pollution.
The petition adds that it demonstrates a waste of public money
as £6m was recently spent refurbishing the building.
It is available at www.sglabour.org.uk/civic_centre_petition

Petition launched to save Kingswood Civic Centre

Pat Rooney
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Fast food chain McDonald's is appealing against Bristol
City Council's rejection of its plans for a restaurant on
Fishponds Road.
The anti-McDonald's campaign group in Fishponds said it was
not the news they wanted, with just hours to go before
McDonald's deadline to appeal ran out.
They said it was “time to regroup” and understand what the next
steps were in the fight against plans for a Drive-Thru on the old
tile warehouse site.
City councillors rejected the scheme in February on highway
safety grounds.
Last Wednesday a McDonald's spokesperson told The Week
In: “After careful consideration we can confirm we have decided
to appeal the decision made at committee.
“We believe opening a restaurant here will see positive
investment in the area, create new jobs and demonstrate our
long-term commitment to Bristol.”
There had been protest marches and rallies against the plans
for a two-storey restaurant in the largely residential area and a
1,699-name petition was submitted along with some 500
individual objections.
Concerns were raised about road safety, disturbance, air

quality, litter, noise and odour, and the health impact on young
people as there are several schools nearby.
McDonald's said the restaurant would have created 65 new
jobs and brought significant investment to the area.

McDonald's 11th hour appeal
over Fishponds restaurant

Keynsham 

Business as usual
at launderette
Following the fire at the Queens Road launderette which we
covered in last week's issue, we can now report that it is fully
open again and functioning as usual.
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South Glos 

Civic head chooses
her charities 
The recently appointed Chair of South Gloucestershire Council,
Erica Williams, has announced the two charities she will be
raising funds for during her year in the civic role.
Cllr Williams, who represents Bitton, has chosen Avon Valley
Railway and the Wild Place Project which is based just off
junction 17 of the M5 and is operated by Bristol Zoo.
She said: “I will be supporting two South Gloucestershire-based
charities during my term in office.
“I chose Avon Valley Railway, not only because it is in my ward
but because I worked with the previous chairman Bob Hitchings
MBE, who sadly passed away earlier this year. He was focused
on not only restoring the station and engines but providing an
exciting environment for all ages. All the staff are dedicated to
ensuring that we embrace our heritage and they deserve the
support.
“The Wild Place Project, my second charity, was chosen after I
had the honour to open the new cheetah exhibit on 14th May.
They rely on visitors and local sponsors to continue their work
by raising awareness of those animals that are endangered.”

Erica Williams
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

1 4
4 2 8 3

3 5 1
7 9 2 3 1 5
3 8 6 2
6 7 9
4 1 2 5 6 3

5 7 8 2
6 8 7

9 8
8 4 9

9 2 6
1 2

4 5 8
9 5

2 7 5
6 1 4 2

5 1 3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 16th August

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Local development company Whitecroft Developments
have reached agreement to purchase Staunton Manor
Farm and the associated agricultural buildings. 
The acquisition will further affirm the company's success in the

niche market of
character housing
developments in area.
Staunton Manor Farm
and associated
buildings date back to
the 17th century and
were until last year the
basis of the
HorseWorld Visitor
Centre. With the
equine charity and all
its animals based at
the 170-acre Keynes
Farm nearby,
Staunton Manor Farm
forms part of a
development site for
up to 200 new homes
in Whitchurch. 

While Barratt Homes and Bellway will build the new properties,
Whitecroft Developments will use their expertise to turn the old
farm buildings, which include stables, a wash house and a brew
house, into eight unique homes.
Following the public consultation in Whitchurch earlier this

month the company has made amendments to its plans as a
result of local feedback and removed a proposed access point
on Sleep Lane.  The revised plans will be presented to B&NES
Council shortly. Director Rebecca Hales said: “As a local
company, experienced in dealing with local heritage, Whitecroft
is fully aware of the importance and sensitivities associated with
the buildings at Staunton Manor Farm.  
“Whitecroft is committed to producing a high finished standard
as demonstrated at Bath Hill School in Keynsham. Conversions
and restorations force a slower, more considered approach, this
in turn allows the opportunity to work bespoke features and
design, to consider each home on an individual basis.
“The restoration at Staunton Manor Farm will ensure the
buildings provide a long-lasting reference to Whitchurch
village's agricultural past. Listed properties become more
difficult to bring up to current energy performance requirements.
We must ensure that buildings such as Staunton Manor Farm
are retained for generations to come.”

Whitchurch 

Purchase of Staunton Manor
Farm agreed

Bath Hill School, Keynsham

Staunton Manor Farm

                   



Knitters, take heart!
Dear Sir,
With regard to your article (Issue 382,
30th July), I wholeheartedly agree that
the disappearance of the knitted flowers
on the railings, which formed part of
Keynsham's entry for the South West in
Bloom competition, was regrettable and
extremely disappointing. However, I
would like to assure the producers of this
eye-catching art that their efforts were
appreciated and admired by many
people.

The disappearance of the flowers
reminded me of the work of an artist who
lives in Scotland, Lotte Glob. Lotte works
with ceramics. She made 'floating
pebbles' which she released into various
lochs and rivers. The project was
recorded in her book, 'Floating Stones'
(ISBN978-0-9554358-1-2). People were
invited to ponder on the final destination
of these pebbles. Art is not just about a
final product. It has a much deeper
purpose and is intended to promote a
variety of responses in those who
witness it.
There is an alternative way to view the
disappearance of these knitted flowers.
One could consider the nature of the
people who took them; wonder where

the flowers finally ended up. Firstly the
perpetrators noticed them! Was the
intention to 'show off' to others, by
someone with low self-esteem in an
effort to make themselves seem more
important? Was one taken to give to a
loved one? Was one taken because
someone would like to try to replicate it?
Was one watched as it drifted
downstream? Was one taken home for a
family member? Did one end up on the
road? So many questions and ideas to
ponder, but isn't that the purpose of art?
So, Keynsham knitters, take heart - your
efforts were noticed, admired,
appreciated. They beautified the town.
They provided inspiration, prompted
discussion and many of us are still
thinking about them and their final
destination. (I am imagining each one of
you actually sitting down and making
one!). Your artwork has served its
purpose and I look forward to the next
creation.
Anonymous

Private investigations
Dear Stephen,
May I use your excellent letters page as
a platform to publicly ask our local
politicians of all parties (as I affiliate to
none), a question?
Is the new fire station in Keynsham
being built under a Private Finance
Initiative (PFI)?
If the answer is 'yes', may I inquire as to
the reason WHY?
These initiatives have proved very costly
in the past, often difficult to find out how
costly due to the fact that Freedom of
Information requests seldom yield any
details, on the grounds of commercial
sensitivity. I maintain that, as the whole
issue covers PUBLIC money, the

PUBLIC ought to be able to find out
about them.
The NHS is also embroiled with similar
commercial sensitivity exceptions and
PFI commissioning.
Could any politician, councillor, Member
of Parliament, in fact anybody, explain
the sense behind commissioning private
companies to finance, at commercial
rates of borrowing, these expensive
projects, when it is far cheaper for the
Government itself to obtain the money at
the lowest rate for some 300 years, (0%
finance in my understanding). 
I failed my Maths 'O' level so I am no
expert but even silly old me can see that
this makes no sense - or is it nonsense?
We had a perfectly good local network of
fire stations which were situated in the
geographical location of any potential
fire, so that traffic jams were of lesser
concern in the priority task of reaching
the fire.
We had a perfectly good hospital in
Frenchay and also in Kingswood which
were situated in the geographical
location of any potential emergency, so
that traffic jams were of lesser concern in
the priority task of one reaching the
hospitals in cases of emergency.
Any discerning reader will notice the
constant promotion of the 'private' and
the diminishing of the 'public' so, as the
Government does not appear to be
working in the public interest, is it
reasonable to conclude that it is working
for the private sector? Or is silly old me
at it again?  Is that what they are paid to
do?
Answers, not on a postcard please, but
to the Week In. As I waited in vain for
answers to my last letter, I must confess
that I am not holding my breath.
Anne Upton
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Local EDF Energy staff are among those taking strike
action this month in a dispute over pay cuts, job losses
and working extended hours to install new Smart meters.
Unite, the country's largest union, is representing nearly 500
EDF staff at nine sites in London, southern and western
England including a small number at the centre in Clarence
Road, Speedwell.    
Meter readers and fixers, office staff and managers were due to
strike for 24 hours from 00.01 yesterday (Wednesday) and plan
to strike again on Thursday 20th August.
Members had voted by a margin of 85 per cent for strike action
and 92 per cent were in favour of industrial action short of a
strike. Unites said the strike would disrupt the training of staff to
use and install the Smart meters and cause inconvenience to
consumers expecting a visit to install them.
Unite regional officer Onay Kasab said: “We have an
agreement protecting current staff, which the company
interprets as a licence to propose longer working hours, pay
cuts and job losses.  For example, company proposals could
mean some of our members losing about £6,000-a-year. How
can anybody interpret a pay loss of £6,000 as “protection” for
current staff? This is totally unacceptable.”
Unite said EDF had failed to resolve a list of issues, which
included extended working hours to install Smart meters, but
withdrawing the London allowance which could mean a pay cut
of up to £6,000; no pay awards for staff on personal contracts,

despite saying performance pay should be awarded if targets
are met, and job losses caused by managers applying for their
own jobs and if rejected, facing potential unemployment. 
EDF Energy said in a statement that Unite had chosen to seek
a ballot for strike action from its members while conversation
was continuing with the other three trade unions, and the
company would ensure that any strike action had no impact on
our customers. 
“We are looking to operate within a wider working-day window
as we commence the installation of millions of smart meters in
our customers' homes across the country. This is so that we can
meet our customers' needs and expectations. Existing
employees will not be asked to work hours outside of those
stated in their contracts. We will also not be asking employees
to work more hours per week.
“Due to changes in our working practices, such as no longer
having night shift rotas, some financial allowances for our
employees are no longer applicable. However, we have agreed
to honour these allowances at their current level until December
2020, at which point they will be reviewed.
“During the consultation process we have made significant
changes to our proposals. We believe that our current
proposals are fair, competitive and consistent with the
commitment to our customers to ensure that our costs are
better controlled and more affordable. 
“We urge Unite to favour dialogue over industrial action.”

Speedwell 

Strike action by EDF Energy workers
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Large wooded area (6)
8 A public speaker (6)
9 Measurement of time (4)
10 Irritating (8)
11 Not the same (7)
13 Puncture with a sharp object (5)
15 Horrify (5)
17 Item of circus equipment (7)
20 Inopportune moment (3-5)
21 Public transport vehicle (4)
22 Chaste or pure (6)
23 Jewish choirmaster (6)

DOWN
1 Contemporary (6)
2 Rip (4)
3 Pupil at a famous English school (7)
4 Deep ravine (5)
5 Marketing operation by post (8)
6 Town in SW France (6)
12 Amount (8)
14 Where ships are repaired (7)
16 Small round ball used as amunition (6)
18 Fanatic (6)
19 More than sufficiently (5)
21 To look after (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Large wooded area (6)7
A public speaker (6)8
Measurement of time (4)9
Irritating (8)10
Not the same (7)11
Puncture with a sharp object (5)13
Horrify (5)15
Item of circus equipment (7)17
Inopportune moment (3-5)20
Public transport vehicle (4)21
Chaste or pure (6)22
Jewish choirmaster (6)23

Down

Contemporary (6)1
Rip (4)2
Pupil at a famous English school (7)3
Deep ravine (5)4
Marketing operation by post (8)5
Town in SW France (6)6
Amount (8)12
Where ships are repaired (7)14
Small round ball used as amunition (6)16
Fanatic (6)18
More than sufficiently (5)19
To look after (4)21

Tests have revealed that levels of nitrogen dioxide - which
mainly arise from traffic emissions - are above
Government target levels in Warmley.
Amid concerns about the effects on health, South
Gloucestershire Council is planning to extend the Kingswood
Air Quality Management Area (AQMA) along the A420 in
Warmley as far as Goldney Avenue.
The AQMA currently extends along the A420 from the South
Gloucestershire/ Bristol City Council boundary to the east along
Two Mile Hill Road, Regent Street and High Street to the
junction of Poplar Terrace/Lansdown View, and to the south
along Hanham Road up to and including The Folly.
The deadline for comments on the extension of the AQMA to
Warmley is 16th September. The council is writing to residents
and businesses in the area affected as part of the consultation
process.
To find out more go to South Gloucestershire Council's website
and look under Consultations. Information is also available from
Kingswood Library and One Stop Shop or call 01454 868195.

The council produced an Air Quality Action Plan for Kingswood
and Staple Hill in 2012, aimed at reducing pollution levels.
Included was travel planning for schools, cycling infrastructure
and promotion to encourage change in travel behaviour and
encouraging taxi drivers to turn off their engines while parked
on ranks and bus drivers to switch off when stationary at bus
stops. 

Warmley 

High levels of air pollution
on A420

The A420 at Warmley

            



Little Croft Care Home has been told by inspectors it needs
to take steps to improve.
The home in Barry Road provides a service to older people,
some with dementia, and can accommodate up to 37 people. 
At the time of the Care Quality Commission's unannounced
inspection in June, there were 34 people living at Little Croft,
which is run by Quality Care Homes Ltd.
Residents told the inspectors that the staff were friendly and
they were treated with respect and in the report, published on
22nd July, the CQC gave the service a good rating in three out
of the five categories - caring, effective and well-led.
But in terms of being safe and responsive, the inspectors said
the service needed to improve, leading to the overall rating of
'requires improvement'.
Although no one raised concerns about their support needs at
night, the CQC said that due to the layout of the building, there
were potential risks, for example in the event of a fire.  “We
were also concerned one person required two staff to support
them which meant there would be no other staff available for
the other people whilst they were supporting this person. The

registered manager and the
regional manager told us the
staffing at night would be
reviewed and increased to
ensure the safety of people.” 
The CQC also asked the home
to make sure that activities
were “more meaningful” for
people as some residents had
spoken of being bored and
there was no itinerary of
activities or information about
forthcoming events.
The Week In asked Quality
Care Homes, who also run
Whitelodge Care Home in
Downend Road, Fishponds,
and Whitehaven Care Home in Midsomer Norton, if they wished
to comment on the inspection's findings at Little Croft but at the
time we went to print we had not received a response.
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Oldland Common 

Care home must improve, says
Government watchdog
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Keynsham 

Law firms team up
in charity push

Keynsham 

Choir spans 10
decades on tour

FDC Law and Wards Solicitors will be joining forces next
month to help Bath Royal United Hospital's Forever Friends
Appeal.  

September has been nominated Make a Will Month as it is
estimated that only one third of the population has a will
which is up to date and reflects their current situation.
During Make a Will Month the two firms have joined with 14
others in the RUH catchment area so that not only will you
not be charged for drawing up a will, they will donate the
fees (£100 for a will and £150 for a standard double will) to
the Forever Friends Appeal.

All you have to do to is call FDC Law on 0117 986 9141 or
Wards on 0117 986 3504 and make your appointment for
September stating that you are taking part in the RUH’s
Make a Will Month.  

All participating practices have donated a pre-set amount of
time for the free service so it is possible that appointments
could be over subscribed. If you are one of the two-thirds
who have yet to do something about your will, don't delay.

St John's Church Choir have recently returned from a
highly successful tour of Holland, with concerts in
Amsterdam, Delft and Noordwijk. 
The choir numbered nearly 40, with the youngest aged seven
and the oldest 90, with every decade in between also
represented. As pictured below, this remarkably meant 10
decades featured at every concert. 
The choir sang a wide range of choral and instrumental music,
from Handel's Messiah to Sting's Fields of Gold, plus music by
Dutch composer Sweelinck and a blessing composed especially
for the tour. 
Roger Peach, the conductor, said: “It was a wonderful trip;
having all ages represented made it a very special experience.
We were warmly welcomed at every venue, and the standard of
singing and playing was extremely high throughout.” 
The choir are now on a well-deserved break before resuming
their regular duties at St John's Church in September. New
members are always welcome - if interested contact Roger via
the parish office on 0117 9863354 or go to
www.keynshamparish.org.uk 
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With A-level results due out today and GCSEs to follow, local
teenagers now have a new resource to help them with decisions
on the future, whether in education, training or employment.
BristolEarlyCareers.tv is a free
site highlighting Bristol based
employers and the sectors
most likely to be recruiting or
offering apprenticeships. Video
is at the heart of the resource
and there are interviews with
major companies in the area
as well as young employees
who explain how they
managed to get into their
particular sector of industry.
Go to
www.BristolEarlyCareers.tv to
find out more.
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and
low cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117
986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant
advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY

preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

On-line
resources for
school leavers

         



After 14 years in the mobile telecommunication business,
Oldland Common based Jason Bartlett has set up his own
business to provide computer and IT support to small
businesses and home workers.
He now runs the local franchise of Computer Troubleshooters
which has outlets in over 20 countries around the world and is
known as the 'IT Department for small business'. While the
company provides a full range of computer services, his main
emphasis will be to offer small businesses the benefits and
solutions of managed services which, until recently have only
been generally available in the corporate world. 
The main difference is a move away from the traditional 'break
and fix' methods of computer specialists firms towards
managed system services to reduce the need for repairs after
computer malfunctions and virus attacks. 
Jason says: “After spending many years working for other
people, I wanted the opportunity to work for myself and
Computer Troubleshooters stood out as the one franchise that
was aligned to my existing skillset whilst providing me with the
technical challenges that I thrive on within a career.”
To find out more about Jason's business and home office
support systems call 0117 332 8121 or email
jbartlett@comptroub.com
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Kelston fete
The annual Kelston village fete will take place on Monday
31st August from 2pm to 5.30pm.
Attractions will include cheese rolling, tractor rides, cream
teas, a beer tent, display of Dr Who memorabilia, skittles,
face painting, marionettes, a hamster derby, ice creams
and lots of stalls.
In the marquee, there will be more stalls, cakes, jams and
preserves, and a plant and vegetable competition.
There will be music from Hot Dog Jackson and hot food will
be available.

Jason launches new
technology service 

Jason, left, with Iain Mcleod, UK national director for
Computer Troubleshooters
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Saltford Walkers, who are celebrating their
40th anniversary, enjoyed a special walk
which brought together all three groups - long
walkers, amblers and strollers.
In total there were 38 members and for many
it was an opportunity to meet others they only
ordinarily see at social events and others for
the first time.
They walked about 2.5 miles from the Crown
along the River Avon before negotiating the
busy A4 to walk through to Corston where
villagers were preparing for their summer fete.
They crossed several fields, keeping to
recognised footpaths, before holding up traffic
to re-cross the A4 back to the Crown for a well-
earned lunch.  
Chairman Helen Gilroy said the club started as
the idea of Gwen Rixon, who placed an advert
in Saltford Post Office and the then Keynsham
Chronicle, inviting anyone interested in join
her at the Crown at 7pm on a Wednesday in

July 1975. Three people turned up - Elizabeth
Palmer, Jean Strachan and Len Coggins.  
The following week Gwen and the three were
joined by Joyce Wilshire and off they set on a
five-mile walk around Kelston. From then on
word spread and within three years, with the
closure of Keynsham Ramblers, numbers
steadily grew to 52. The first AGM took place
in early January 1978 and the group has been
going strong since.
Follow them on Twitter @Saltford Walkers

Saltford 

Walkers stride
out together

WellBeans
meeting
An informal event organised
by the social peer network
WellBeans will take place
on Thursday 20th August at
the University of the West of
England (UWE). 
WellBeans tackles the
stigma surrounding mental
health. The project is run in
association with the
national Time to Change
programme, which aims to
end mental health
discrimination.
The 'mentalist magician'
Tim Stracey will be joining
the social evening at the
Community Hub at the
Frenchay Campus in
Coldharbour Lane. It runs
from 5pm to 9pm.
To find out more contact Liz
Andrews on 07521 717111
or follow the WellBeans
initiative on Facebook.

        



The Shaun the Sheep which is spending the summer at the
Waiting Room Café on the Bristol to Bath Railway Path had
a special visitor last weekend.
Justin Hoggans, owner of the café, said that 'Buddleia' had
been joined by Gromit Butterfly, one of the hugely popular
'Gromit Unleashed' sculptures around Bristol in 2013.
Butterfly was donated for the two days by Serenity Leisure,
which is due to open its caravan and leisure vehicle premises
shortly at Station Road in Warmley.
A flock of 70 Shauns are currently dotted around Bristol. The
trail follows on from Gromit Unleashed which attracted 1.8
million visitors and raised £4.5m for Bristol Children's Hospital
with the sculptures, created by artists, designers and
celebrities, sold off at auction.
And £400 was raised at Warmley at the weekend by a raffle for
a cream tea for two which will be donated to the Grand Appeal,
the Bristol Children's Hospital charity.
The day coincided with a table top sale at the nearby Signal
Box community gardens which provides a cornucopia of colour
thanks to Jaquie Stephens and her team of helpers.  
Graham Darby, signalman at Warmley for many years, also had

his fair share of attention with visitors climbing the old signal
box steps to be fascinated by his knowledge of British Rail.  He
was also in charge of the signal box well after the line officially
closed in 1966 as the track was still in place and used until
1971.  Coal was then being transported to Bath to keep its Gas
Works open.  When the Gas Works closed it was the final
deathknell for the line.  
The Warmley Signal Box is open every Saturday afternoon from
2pm to 4pm and is full of memorabilia of transport from a
bygone age.  
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Warmley 

Gromit drops in to visit
Shaun the Sheep 
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Troopers Hill was a popular spot to view the hot-air balloons
flying past from the international fiesta on Saturday.
Susan Acton-Campbell, of the Friends of Troopers Hill, said:
“With near perfect weather and stories of traffic jams on the
approach to Ashton Court, this was the largest crowd of people
we have ever seen on Troopers Hill.”
Saturday also saw the annual Bugs & Beasties hunt to find
some of Troopers Hill's smallest inhabitants, with about 50%
more species identified at the nature reserve than last year.
As an extra bonus this year Bristol Astronomical Society did
solar observations and there was a small geodesic dome - a
Bristol Green Capital funded art installation - on the Hill.

St George 

Crowds enjoy balloon
spectacle on the Hill 

A party will take place at the Royal British Legion in Kendall
Road this Saturday (15th August) to mark the 70th anniversary
of VJ Day.
While the war in Europe ended in May 1945 it continued in the
Far East. The Japanese finally surrendered on 14th August
following the dropping of atomic bombs on Hiroshima and
Nagasaki. 
The next day, Wednesday 15th August 1945, was celebrated as
VJ (Victory over Japan) Day.
The event at the Legion from 2pm to 5pm is free but tickets need
to be booked in advance so the organisers know how many to
cater for. They are available from the Legion or Sheen Studios
in Staple Hill.
Everyone will get a sandwich, piece of cake and tea or coffee
and other food will be available to buy.
Meanwhile the Whitchurch & Pensford branch of the Legion will
be marking VJ Day at the club in HQ Staunton Lane on
Saturday when there will be all-day entertainment, starting with
a remembrance service in the morning and going through to the
evening when the performers include singer Blitz Time Sally.
Call the club on 01275 823345 for more information.

Staple Hill 

Marking 70th
anniversary of VJ Day
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Busy Bee Playgroup has been told by the education watchdog
Ofsted that it must improve.
Judgement of the playgroup has slipped from its previous
inspection in 2010 when it was rated as good.
The playgroup, which last year celebrated its 25th anniversary,
meets in the upstairs hall in the United Church on Bath Road
and had 17 children on its books at the time of the inspection in
June. 
In her report, published on 16th July, inspector Jean Essom said
the legal requirements for early years settings were not being
met. 
She said that although staff plan play activities around children's
interests that cover all areas of learning, teaching is variable and
staff do not challenge children's understanding and thinking to
extend learning. Neither do they consistently encourage
children to become fully independent.
The report also outlines some flaws in management. The
manager does not have supervisory meetings or observations
of her staff which prevents her from identifying weaknesses in
teaching, and she and her staff do not effectively use
information from parents to help children access relevant
services and specialist interventions.
However, the inspector says the children are safe and secure as
staff have a good knowledge of child protection and
safeguarding procedures. The group employs four staff, all of
whom hold suitable early years' qualifications.
Youngsters are given praise for their achievements which allows
them to build confidence and self-esteem. The inspector also
remarked that staff have good relationships with the children,
who appear to be happy and settled, and they enjoy healthy
snacks and daily outdoor play.
The playgroup is run by the Busy Bee Playgroup Committee.
We emailed them for a comment last month but had not had a
response at the time we went to print.
Alex Cox

Longwell Green 

Playgroup must
improve, says
Ofsted
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The Care Quality Commission has published a report about the
Dental Suite at Keynsham Health Park in St Clements Road
after carrying out an unannounced inspection.
Inspectors from the independent regulator of health and social
care in England said the surgery, one of two operated by The
Parks Dental Practice, was providing “safe, effective, caring,
responsive and well-led care”.
During their visit they met managers and receptionists, spoke
with seven patients and received 14 completed comments
cards. 
In their report, which is available to download from the CQC
website, the inspection team said: “Patients told us the staff
were always helpful and friendly, they spent time explaining
treatment to them and were respectful. The patients we spoke
with told us they had a good experience at the practice, the
practice was quick to respond to their need for emergency
treatment and their fear was alleviated because of the continuity
of treatment with the same dentist.”

Keynsham 

Praise for
dental surgery 

St Anne's Footbridge, which links Crews Hole to the shopping
area in St Anne's and has been closed since the beginning of
June for major repairs, will stay closed for longer than expected.
The old concrete bridge deck has been removed and revealed
significant corrosion to the bridge steelwork which requires
repair before it can be painted and the new deck installed. 
The work began in June with a three-month timescale but the
current estimate is that the bridge will need to remain closed
until early October.
While it is closed, pedestrians and cyclists can continue along
the river path on either side of the river and cross at Netham.

Crews Hole 

Footbridge will be
closed for longer
than planned
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Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Residents and motorists are being
consulted about plans to get rid of the
troublesome chicanes on Craven Way and
replace them with speed tables.
The proposals follow a high-profile campaign
by residents and local politicians to improve
safety along the busy 30mph road, which runs
parallel to the A4174 ring road between the
Wraxall Road and Marsham Way junctions.
As many as 7,500 vehicles use Craven Way
every day and over 2,000 pedestrians cross it
in a typical 12-hour period.
South Gloucestershire Council is proposing to
remove the controversial priority build-outs
near Lacock Drive and Howes Close that were
built over 10 years ago and which traffic
engineers say disrupt traffic flows, create
queuing traffic at peak times, and do little to
reduce speeds elsewhere along Craven Way. 
Whilst there have been just two recorded
injury accidents on the road in the last three

years, incidents of road rage and damage only
collisions have occurred at both sets of build-
outs.
Six full-width speed tables along the length of
the road are being proposed, as well as an
improved pedestrian refuge near the junction
with Tower Lane.  
The deadline for comments is Monday 24th
August. See the plans on the council's website
under the Consultation section or see them at
your local library or One Stop Shop.

Barrs Court 

Have your say on
Craven Way proposals

St George

Horticultural
show
Bristol East Allotments
Association is holding its
20th annual show on
Sunday 23rd August at its
St Aidans headquarters in
Nicholas Lane. 

This is a chance to look
around the site, which was
part of St George's Gold
Pennant award in the
RHS Britain in Bloom last
year. 

As well as a flower and
vegetable show there will
be stalls including plants,
the Hawk & Owl Trust and
Hedgehog Rescue, plus
refreshments.

The gates open at 11am
until 4pm and admission is
free.
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Traffic will have to be diverted when strengthening work begins
next month on an old railway bridge.
South Gloucestershire Council says the works on the Bridge
Road bridge could cause a danger to the public so is planning
to close a 200-metre section of Bridge Road 35 metres north of
Fairlyn Drive, and suspend temporarily the one-way traffic
scheme in parts of Bridge Road and Manor Road to allow for an
alternative route for motorists. 
The traffic order will kick in from 28th September for a maximum
period of 18 months although the works are only likely to last for
three months.

People fed up with litter in the area are invited to join a team of
'litter busters' who get together on a regular basis. 
They litter pick around the playing field areas, the Co-Op car
park and streets where litter is strewn carelessly.
To become involved or find out more contact Downend &
Bromley Heath Parish Council clerk Angela Hocking on 0117
9567001 or email clerk@dbhparishcouncil.co.uk

Mangotsfield 

Diversion during
bridge works

Downend 

Litter busters
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Guide Dogs for the Blind will be ramping
up the temperature in its fundraising
activity next month when it holds a fire
walk at Millennium Square on Bristol's
harbourside.
The event on 3rd September aims to raise
£5000 - the cost to breed and train a new
puppy that can go on to support someone who
is blind or partially sighted. Among those
already signed up for the walk across hot
coals are one man who is just about to begin
his training to receive a guide dog as well a
three guide dog users whose trusty
companions will be waiting at the end of the
track.
Sarah Knox from Guide Dogs says 'This event
is a great way to support Guide Dogs and we
are excited to be able to hold this event in
Bristol for the first time. Many people have fire
walking on their bucket list, and now is the
chance to tick off that challenge and show
your friends and family that you can be
fearless for charity.'
Guide Dogs receives no government support
and is wholly reliable on charitable donations
and fundraising. If you want to help out you

can sign up at: www.firewalkforguidedogs.
eventbrite.co.uk. There is a £40 registration
fee and you will be expected  to raise £150 in
sponsorship. Teams of 3 can also sign up for
a combined cost of £90.
The event will start with a workshop at 7pm for
all participants and then the walk itself will take
place at 8pm. 
For more information contact Sarah on 07785
433266 or email
sarah.knox@guidedogs.org.uk. 

Hot fundraising for guide dogs Fishponds

Horticultural
show
The 9th Fishponds
Horticultural Show will take
place this Saturday (15th
August) from 2pm at
Fishponds Methodist
Church Hall in Guinea
Lane. The event is
organised by Activate,
which was formed in 2004
by a group of local residents
with the aim of improving
the area for everyone.  
In 2007 Activate decided to
stage a horticultural show
and following its success it
has grown over the years to
become a favourite on the
local events calendar.
A new trophy has been
introduced to the
photography section this
year in memory of David
Elsbury, an enthusiastic
supporter of Activate, who
died in March.

          



Clock Repairs

Compost

Caravans

Building Services Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Blinds

Carpet Cleaning
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL
07789 528 540

call today for more information

Appliances

Advertising

              



DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Directory & What’s On
Computers / IT Electrical Events

Events

Electrical

Driveways

Driveways

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Dance Classes
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Furniture Makers

Foot Health
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Pest Control

Personal
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Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance Painting
& Decorating

Pallets
Kitchens

Garden Services Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

A GENUINE
PROFESSIONAL HEALTH
CARE ASSISTANT
52 year old lady looking for a
genuine Christian soulmate.
Call 07478 536235

Locksmiths

Guttering Services

Home Help
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

PlumbersPlumbers

Plastering

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Skip Hire

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Pet Services

Physiotherapy

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Sewing Lessons
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Window Cleaners

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Venue Hire

Storage

Skip Hire

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Crossword Solution
M T E G M C

F O R E S T O R A T O R
D A O R I G

Y E A R N I G G L I N G
R I E D A

U N E Q U A L P R I C K
U N D O

A P P A L T R A P E Z E
E N A Y E

I L L T I M E D T R A M
L I P O E L

V E S T A L C A N T O R
T Y Y K D T

Swimming 

Soundwell swimmer is
British champion
Will Cole, from Oldland Common, raced in the British
Summer Nationals in Sheffield where he won two bronze
medals, a silver medal and took the gold medal as British 16-
year-old 100m freestyle
champion.
Will's talent was spotted when
he was in the pool at
Kingswood Leisure Centre
aged just eight. During a
lesson with World Masters
swimmer Carol Fellows she
pointed him out to coach John
Britton who saw something
special and suggested to his
mum that the club could bring
out his true potential. 
Julian Lewis, chairman of Soundwell Swimming Club, told
The Week In: “Will has worked his way steadily through the
club squad structure, competing and becoming a formidable
swimmer in the South West region. He has proved himself to
be an exceptional swimmer, talented on all four strokes.
“Will continues to pursue his dreams to become an Olympian
with tremendous support and encouragement from everyone
in the swimming community at Soundwell. He is a fantastic
role model and inspiration for all the budding young
swimmers who aim to follow in his footsteps.”
The star swimmer, who is due to collect his GCSE results
from Sir Bernard Lovell School next week, has moved to
train at Hengrove Leisure Centre with the City of Bristol
Performance Pathway but remains a valued member of
Soundwell Swimming Club. 

Swimming 

Fresh wave of success for
golden girl Siobhan-Marie

Cricket 

Taster sessions for women

Football 
Bristol City mentors visit Fry Girls

Swimmer Siobhan-Marie, from Bitton, has her sights firmly set
on next year's Rio Olympics after her success last week at the
World Championships in Kazan, Russia.
The 19-year-old, who trains at the University of Bath, was part
of Britain's 4 x 100m medley swimming team who took gold and
set a world record time of 3 minutes, 41.71 seconds.  “I'm over
the moon with the gold medal. It was one of the best races I've
ever been part of,” said Siobhan-Marie, who also won bronze in
the 200m individual medley.
Before she flew out to Russia, Siobhan-Marie, who started her
career with Keynsham Swimming Club and won six medals at
the Commonwealth Games last year, was guest of honour at the
end-of-year sporting awards evening at Wellsway School.

Sudoku Solutions

5 2 6 7 1 3 9 8 4
1 7 4 2 8 9 6 3 5
8 3 9 4 6 5 7 2 1
7 9 2 3 4 8 1 5 6
3 8 1 9 5 6 2 4 7
6 4 5 1 2 7 3 9 8
4 1 7 8 9 2 5 6 3
9 5 3 6 7 4 8 1 2
2 6 8 5 3 1 4 7 9

1 3 4 5 9 6 2 8 7
5 7 6 8 1 2 4 3 9
8 9 2 4 7 3 1 5 6
3 6 1 2 8 7 5 9 4
4 5 9 3 6 1 8 7 2
7 2 8 9 4 5 3 6 1
2 1 3 7 5 9 6 4 8
6 8 7 1 3 4 9 2 5
9 4 5 6 2 8 7 1 3

2 -Hard1-Easy

A series of three, free cricket taster sessions for women are
being run at Frenchay Cricket Club, Common Mead Lane,
Frenchay, on Fridays 14th, 21st and 28th August between
6.45pm and 7.45pm.  No experience is necessary, so if you
would like to try cricket to see if you like it, you are very
welcome. The sessions will be run by Gloucestershire Cricket
Board coach Pete Lamb, and for more information email
Pete.Lamb@glosccc.co.uk or phone 07875 072 856.

Fry Club Girls Under 18s had the pleasure of being trained by
Polly Wardle and Charlotte Plumb, of Bristol City FC Community
Trust, on Thursday 6th August.
Previously Polly and Charlotte had delivered a workshop to the
girls about joining the Bristol City FC Community Trust
Development Courses studying BTEC Levels 2 and 3 in sport.
Once the workshop had finished it was out and onto the grass
to be trained by the two Bristol City coaches.
Bernie Grimes, who coaches Fry Girls, said: “At Fry Club junior
football we want to give all our players the best opportunity for
them to develop to the best of their ability in football and in life.”
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