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Bitton Parish Council's scheme for a new community and youth
centre behind Redfield Edge Primary School has been
approved by South Gloucestershire planners.
The new single-storey building - to be paid for with a loan - will
replace the dilapidated, prefabricated youth club which will be
kept until the replacement is complete. 
It will have a main hall, meeting room, toilets, a kitchen and
storage facilities.
The parish council took over the running of the club - now called
New Tracks - in 2013 when South Gloucestershire Council
withdrew funding as part of budget cuts.

Oldland Common

Go-ahead for new
community building

A Fishponds father-of-three
appeared before Bath
magistrates on Monday
charged in connection with
the murder of teenager
Melanie Road in 1984.
Christopher John Hampton,
63, of Staple Hill Road, was
remanded in custody and
was due to appear again at
Bristol Crown Court on
Tuesday.
Melanie was 17 and about to
take her A-levels at Bath
High School when she was
stabbed to death near her
Lansdown home after a night
out with friends. Her body
was discovered by a
milkman and his son.

Fishponds man
charged with
1984 murder

MP's surgeries
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg is holding a
surgery at Saltford Hall tomorrow (Friday) from 4pm to 6pm.
The next surgery in Keynsham will be on Friday 28th August
at the Baptist Church (4pm to 6pm).  
To book an appointment for either call 0117 987 2313.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Melanie Road
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Kingswood 

Sudden death of young mum and her unborn son
Friends and family are mourning a young Keynsham
mum who died suddenly in bed at home along with her
unborn baby son.
Mum-of-two Kirsty Bridges, 29, was 21 weeks' pregnant with
the baby whom she and her fiancé Ashley Dimery-Seek had
recently discovered would be a boy, They had named him
Benji.
Kirsty, of Orchard Road, leaves two daughters, six-year-old
Chloe and Lacey, three.
A post-mortem to establish the cause of death was due to
take place this week.
Her close friend Rachel Hopes, of Kelston Road, has set up
a JustGiving page with the aim of raising £2,500 to help pay
for her funeral. As we went to print it had just passed £2000.
Ashley this week spoke of the “devastating loss” that he, his
stepdaughters, family members and friends had suffered in
the early hours of Sunday 28th June. The 24-year-old
labourer said he had lost the love of his life. In a moving letter
he said: “Kirsty Bridges, my fiancée, mum of two beautiful
girls and mum to our unborn baby boy who we had named
Benjie, passed away suddenly, taking Benji with her. I will
never forget that day, will never forget finding her, having to
perform CPR on her and having to give her mouth-to-mouth.
That mental image will stay with me forever.

                 



“Kirsty was such a kind-hearted, happy, loving woman. We got
engaged on Christmas Day last year. Following that, we found
out we were due to have a baby together.
“Kirsty was the love of my life, my sun, my moon, the stars in
my night sky, the ground I walk on, the air I breathe. She was
my everything. Now she's gone, my heart feels like I have
nothing. I just feel empty inside. Mine and her two girls' lives will
never be the same again. It's so hard and upsetting as well as
totally unfair.
“She was loved by many and they will never be forgotten, they
will live on through me and the girls until we meet again. Rest
in peace my darling, beautiful Kirsty. Rest in peace my little
prince.”
Rachel, who got to know Kirsty as their eldest daughters are
friends at St Keyna Primary School, said the young mum was
“always happy and smiley” and her death had devastated the
school community. Family and friends were due to set off from
Kirsty's house at 6pm yesterday (Wednesday) to walk to
Keynsham Memorial Park. 
“It isn't far, but it was her special place that she liked to take her
two girls,” said Rachel.
Special Kirsty & Benji tribute T-shirts were printed for the
walkers by Harvem in Keynsham and Rachel said she wanted
to thank them for producing them so quickly.
The walkers, carrying collection buckets, were planning to carry

pink and blue balloons for Kirsty and Benji and to release them
in the play area.
“We encourage people to donate to this little family which has
had such a tragic loss,” said Rachel.
Visit www.justgiving.com and search for 'Rachel Hopes -
Raising £2500 to help a very young family’.
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Jess Ruddock and Rachel Hopes

f young mum and her unborn son
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Fury as giant McDonald's Drive-Thru adverts go up around Fishponds
Campaigners who fought McDonald's plans to open a
Drive-Thru on Fishponds Road say the fast food giant
has “thrown down the gauntlet” after putting up giant
advertising posters in the area.
McDonald's hopes of building a two-storey Drive-Thru
restaurant on the old tile warehouse on Fishponds Road
were rejected by the city council in February on highway
safety grounds.
There had been protest marches and rallies against the
proposal for a restaurant in the largely residential area and it
sparked a 1,699-name petition and some 500 individual
objections.

       



Concerns were raised about road safety, disturbance, air
quality, litter, noise and odour, and the health impact due to
the proximity to several local schools.
Last week billboard posters advertising a McDonald's Drive-
Thru in emojis and with the words 'good times' went up at
locations including next to the Bristol & Bath Railway Path
near Morrisons, right, by Britannia Tyres' depot at New
Station Way, and in Easton, St Philips and on Two Mile Hill
Road.
The No McDonald's in Fishponds campaign said the “sheer
audacity of McDonald's was unbelievable and pledged: “We
won't be beaten that easily.”
Writing on Twitter, the campaigners also said: “McD's have
really thrown down the gauntlet É Come on Banksy!”
At the time their plans were rejected McDonald's said they
were disappointed as a new restaurant would have created
65 new jobs and brought significant investment to the area.
This week a McDonald's spokesperson told us: “It is
incorrect to suggest these adverts are only being used in
one specific area of Bristol. The emoji-style 'Good Times'
billboards are part of a national advertising campaign
currently running throughout all of the UK."
The strength of feeling about the proposed restaurant has
brought the Fishponds community together and the site of
the proposed Drive-Thru, left, has become a focal point.

Floral displays have been created at the front of the former
tile warehouse site and there is colourful bunting and a We
Love Fishponds sign.
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s Drive-Thru adverts go up around Fishponds

BRISTOL & BATH CAR SERVICES

GERMAN CAR 
SPECIALIST

� MOT TESTING STATION
� SERVICE & REPAIRS (all makes welcome)
� AIR CONDITIONING
� CAMBELTS & BRAKES
� CLUTCHES & SUSPENSION
� COURTESY CAR AVAILABLE
� COLLECT & RETURN SERVICE
� TYRES AND TYRE FITTING SERVICE
� SPECIALIST DIAGNOSTICS

AND MORE . . .

German Car Specialists with over 25 years 
experience in service, repairs and diagnostics

Large Workshop

Telephone 0117 9161234

www.bandbcarservices.co.uk
� bandbcs@btinternet.com

Unit 2 Pixash Business Centre, Keynsham BS31 1TP

More drivers named
and shamed
Eight more people have been named and shamed as part of
Operation Tonic, Avon & Somerset police's summer drink
and drug-driving campaign.
The motorists charged include Louise Marita Hughes, 41,
from Keynsham, and Adrejs Kaskins, 32, from Redfield.
The idea of publically naming those charged has been to
make people think twice before getting behind the wheel.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

8 6 7 5
9 6 5 3

1 5 7 4 9 6
2 1 9 7 3 4

6
1 5 8 7

1 4 2 3
1 6 7

3 2 8

8 5
6 9 5
5 4 2

3 2
9 7 5

1 9
3 2 7
9 8 5 2 7 1

5 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 11th July

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Keynsham Music Festival 2015

Classic car rally

Folkloretanzgruppe from Berlin

Photos: John Aldridge

'Ship' mates pub session

Sunday in the Park

Opera in the Park

           



End in sight for roadworks?
Dear Sir,
Surprise, surprise!  The commitment given
to Councillor Alan Hale recently that all the
chaos in Keynsham Town centre would be
completed by the end of June was broken.  I
walked there on the 1st July and took
various photos which clearly showed traffic
lights and work proceeding still in various
places. I sent these with an email of
complaint to the Chief Executive of B&NES
who passed it on Derek Quilter the Project
Manager - yes, there has been someone in
charge!  He has assured me that everything
will be completed by 10th July so for
residents of Keynsham after NINE
MONTHS  the  chaos will all be over and we
are even promised crossings for
pedestrians to access the Centre!
However, it is such a pity that with
thousands of  visitors and residents
attending the  Keynsham Music Festival
from 29th June - 5 July   that an all out effort
wasn't made to complete the various works.
On a positive note, we are so fortunate to
have the lovely Memorial Park which is
beautifully maintained and I find such a
pleasure to walk through every day. The
Music Festival held there is also a great
benefit.
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

A divided town
Dear Stephen,
Oh, how I have to agree with John Howlett
(Letters, Issue 376).  It takes a big man to
admit that he has made a mistake!
Everyone I have spoken to has not had a
good word to say about the new build or the
work that has gone on around it. Why the
12ft pavement when another lane to filter off
into Temple Street and Rock Road could

have relieved traffic? Now the traffic goes
back as far as the Talbot Inn and clogs up
the town.
The building already looks like it has been
there 30 years. Dull and uninspiring, and
what's with the wood holding up the girders?
It looks totally unfinished. We were told the
brass would be treated so that it would stay
shiny. Well, the library looks OK but what
happened to the rest? Maybe it was
something to do with the sun reflecting off it
and affecting car drivers coming towards it?
Really, if so, they should have thought all of
that out before they spent our money on it!
The High Street is a disappointment and like
John, this makes me angry and sad
because I also care. The build should have
been in keeping with Keynsham. Now we
are divided - old at one end and an eyesore
at the other. At what cost to us with all the
extra work on the road that was not thought
through properly? They didn't think out the
big picture, the only thing on their minds was
'Let's have a great award-winning building
to work in'. 
SHAME, SHAME, SHAME ON YOU. NONE
OF YOU LISTENED!
A Keynsham resident

Left in the lurch without
good reason
Dear Editor,
I wish to set straight some claims made by
M O'Regan in Issue 378 regarding my
involvement with the minor injuries unit
(MIU) campaign at Cossham. 
Firstly it is not true that I am bitter, I am not.
However, it is true that I am angry - and
indeed so are lots of Kingswood residents
because the Government has turned its
back on the MIU campaign, and the reasons
the Conservative Secretary of State, Jeremy
Hunt, has given for leaving residents in the
lurch simply aren't good enough. 
Prior to the election, there was a concrete
commitment from Labour to hammer out a

plan to deliver the MIU. This announcement
was made to the Cossham campaigners
and a range of other non-Labour Party
members, so that does indeed only make it
worse that Jeremy Hunt has failed to match
that commitment. 
M O'Regan's letter goes on to suggest that
the Conservative Secretary of State's
decision to not intervene in Cossham is no
different from the events around Frenchay
under the last Labour Government. But in
fact there is a huge difference. The decision
to move the A&E from Frenchay was
obviously not universally popular, but it was
made following a lengthy Bristol-wide
consultation - the decision was made locally
by cross-party councillors, and their
decision was then upheld by the previous
Labour Government. 
The MIU decision is something quite
different. Following an exhaustive
consultation, the local decision was to
provide an MIU. This decision has been
undermined by this Conservative
Government. And what is worse, the
promise of the MIU was one of the
conditions that made the Frenchay decision
more acceptable. 
And finally, M O' Regan's letter claims Andy
Burnham and I knew the outcome of the IRP
report and Jeremy Hunt's decision before
the election. We absolutely did not - we
asked to see the report but we were
refused, point-blank. It was correct for me to
say that the local MP knew the result of the
IRP's decision prior to the election. He did
know - he proved that when he accidentally
let it slip in a General Election hustings. 
Jo McCarron

Blowing the whistle on
cover-ups
Dear Stephen,
I was interested to read a recent letter on
your page from Terry Hayward in which he
bought to my attention a fact of which I was 
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unaware - Sir Malcolm Bruce's observations
to the BBC that a large number of MPs,
Cabinet and Prime Ministers are liars. What
a truly shocking statement! 
As a result of cables released by WikiLeaks,
the MoD has confirmed that Britain is
arming Saudi Arabia in Yemen conflict. The
UK's assistance to Saudi Arabia includes
providing “precision guided weapons,” but
added the British Government had been
assured they will be used in compliance with
international law. Is that the same law that
Israel has been breaking for many years
with its settlement on Palestinian land, I
wonder?
Another shocking fact is that a Government
report on the impacts of fracking on house
prices, businesses and services in rural
areas has been heavily redacted. Why? The
report was released in July 2014 in
response to a Freedom of Information
request from Greenpeace but with 78
redactions, including 16 in the conclusion
chapter. The UK's information
commissioner, fully aware of the public
interest involved, has ruled that it must be
published in full. I anticipate the
Government will appeal and attempt to keep
the facts hidden from us. Why?
And an incendiary report in the Independent
tells us that Downing Street has a
dysfunctional email system which deletes
messages after three months to prevent
information being passed to the public in
response to Freedom of Information
requests. The report says that emails from
10 Downing Street are deleted in order to
prevent embarrassing facts from reaching
the public. Why?
So how can we monitor what this
Government is doing in our name and
supposedly for our benefit when every effort

is being made to cover up anything being
done? Do we have to rely on the Edward
Snowdens of the world to spill the beans,
thereby finishing their careers and being
forced into exile? Or the likes of Julian
Assange, locked in an embassy for three
years or Bradley/Chelsea Manning,
imprisoned for life? There are many other
whistleblowers, less famous but still heroic
who are heavily punished, despite all
legislation which is supposed to afford them
protection. Why?
If Government was protecting our property,
which is its remit, they would be proud of
their efforts and would be shouting about it,
not putting every obstacle in the way of our
finding out what decisions are being made
behind closed doors.
I ask our local politicians to come forward,
using this page, to explain - why? I have no
hidden agenda, no allegiance to any
political party but I have no alternative if no
explanation is forthcoming but to put
forward a vote of 'No confidence' in this
Government.
Anne Upton

Call for disposable
barbecue ban
Dear Stephen,
Hear hear to The Week In's article about
Chinese lanterns (Issue 378). Bristol City
Council are great in that they will not license
events that include Chinese lanterns. We
have picked up the disgusting damp
remains on Troopers Hill Local Nature
Reserve in St George during many a work
party and, of course, we worry every year
about the fire risk.    
I wish there could be a similar restraint on
the use of disposable barbecues or at least
that they would only be sold with a stand so
they did not make contact with the ground
and a two-litre bottle of water to put them out
and cool them down. 

The kind of damage caused by disposable
barbecues is probably even worse than
Chinese lanterns due to the greater
frequency of their use. Benches in parks are
charred or destroyed when people put
disposable barbecues on them, we are all
familiar with burnt rectangles in grass in
parks and parks staff are used to finding a
molten mass inside a burnt-out litter bin
where people have disposed of hot
charcoal.  
The remains of a disposable barbecue was
found after the fire service dealt very
efficiently with a large fire on Troopers Hill in
2013.
Susan Acton-Campbell
Friends of Troopers Hill

Apology to parents
To whom it may concern,
I am very sorry to read of your
disappointment (Letters, Issue 378) in not
hearing about the Digitech Studio School
exhibition event. I can confirm that
information leaflets about the exhibition
were delivered to homes in the local area,
we also advertised on the Digitech website
and the Cabot Learning Federation website.
We also used social media, via Twitter and
Facebook, to advertise this event. 
With regard to your disappointment, I would
like to extend an open invitation to you or
any parents/carers who would like to find
out more about the Digitech Studio School
to contact my PA, Vee Balasco on 07885
446918 who will be able to take your details
to arrange a meeting or a telephone
conversation with me.
For future reference here is our website
address:
http://www.digitechstudioschool.co.uk/
I look forward to hearing from you in due
course.
Mrs Martina Veale
Principal Designate   

Letters

           



Developers want to knock down a landmark pub where
Kingswood's infamous Cock Road Gang once drank and
build 14 flats on the site.
Concerned local Ray Bazeley has contacted MP Chris
Skidmore to help fight the application to knock down the Tennis
Court Inn. The applicant is Tollgate (Hanham) Ltd. Locals say
there has been a pub there since 1644 and part of the rear of
the current inn dates from 1745 when the main road ran that
side of the building.
Mr Skidmore has started a petition to save the pub which is
currently trading. 
It is understood it is not listed. The proposed redevelopment is
for 14 self-contained one and two-bed apartments, plus
parking. Kingswood RFC's ground is at the rear of the pub. A
statement of significance prepared by consultants says they are
not aware of any significant historic associations with local
people or past events but locals say the Cock Road Gang drank
there.
The application says the site is in a predominantly residential
neighbourhood and the flats would “provide more badly needed
dwellings”. A marketing report from Maggs & Allen says: “The
particulars have been extensively marketed and circulated.
Although some interest has been obtained to continue as a pub,

these parties have not been willing to commit to the required
rent or have not been able to fund the purchase.
“Given the location, trading history and benefit of a very large
car park to the side, a redevelopment of the property to provide
residential accommodation/additional dwellings would seem to
be the best use.”
A viability report says there are several other pubs within a mile.
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Sport or warm weather clothing (6)
8 A drug that induces stupour (6)
9 A musical composition (4)
10 Nor sympathetic (8)
11 Cord, part of military uniform (7)
13 Pungent (5)
15 Break without separating (5)
17 Cooking spice (7)
20 Type of mineral (8)
21 Repetitive learning method (4)
23 An exclamation (2,4)
24 Number of players in a hockey team (6)

Down
1 Sailing vessel (4)
2 Fancy (6)
3 Vault containg human bones (7)
4 Clear spirit (5)
5 Outdoor meal (6)
6 Male horse (8)
12 Impermeable (8)
14 Someone who welcomes guests (7)
16 Tool for wood or stone work (6)
18 Attic room (6)
19 Sword (5)
22 Old word for 'you' (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Sport or warm weather clothing (6)7
A drug that induces stupour (6)8
A musical composition (4)9
Nor sympathetic (8)10
Cord, part of military uniform (7)11
Pungent (5)13
Break without separating (5)15
Cooking spice (7)17
Type of mineral (8)20
Repetitive learning method (4)21
An exclamation (2,4)23
Number of players in a hockey team (6)24

Down

Sailing vessel (4)1
Fancy (6)2
Vault containg human bones (7)3
Clear spirit (5)4
Outdoor meal (6)5
Male horse (8)6
Impermeable (8)12
Someone who welcomes guests (7)14
Tool for wood or stone work (6)16
Attic room (6)18
Sword (5)19
Old word for 'you' (4)22

Kingswood 

Fight to save historic Tennis Court pub from being demolished

           



Mr Bazeley said: “The Tennis Court Inn is a part of the social
and meeting place for people in and around this part of
Kingswood. There's been beer sold on this site since 1644 so it
also has an historical interest. 
“With regards to the build of 14 flats, it would cause a major
traffic problem with only a front access so close to the junction
and the two schools that are close by.
Mr Skidmore said: “The Tennis Court would be a really
significant loss. We are setting up a petition to oppose the

application to demolish it and to also try to get it listed as an
Asset of Community Value (ACV) to give it the security it
needs.”
ACV legislation removes permitted development rights,
ultimately giving communities a say in what happens if the
owner wants to demolish a pub or convert it to another use.
Last year another part of Kingswood's pub history disappeared
with the demolition of the Highwayman. There are now homes
on the site.
Comments on the plans, reference PK15/2642/0, are invited by
15th July.
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t pub from being demolished

In the 18th century the inhabitants of Cock Road, at that
time a hamlet, were engaged in crimes such as murder,
horse stealing, burglary, coin counterfeiting and highway
robbery.
The Caines family were the most notorious members of the
gang. Twelve members were executed or transported.
Efforts were made to improve the education of the people of
Cock Road and a school house was built in 1813.

The Cock Road Gang

The historic rear of the pub
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A call is being made for the experimental one-way scheme
planned for Beaufort Road to be delayed until proposed
traffic calming measures have been introduced on
Troopers Hill Road.
The St George Neighbourhood Action Group (SNAG)
understands the proposed one-way trial on Beaufort Road is
scheduled to start in September and is pressing Bristol City
Council to put it back until safety work at Troopers Hill Road,
scheduled for next spring, has been done.
In a statement the group said: “Bristol City Council has already
accepted that this scheme will likely lead to a significant
increase in traffic using Crews Hole Road via Troopers Hill
Road because it is one of only two alternative routes giving
access to the Netham Bridge. 
“Troopers Hill is very steep road which many inconvenienced

drivers will potentially be travelling down, at increased speed, in
an attempt to save real or perceived 'lost time'.
“In addition to the danger this clearly poses to any oncoming
traffic, there are four unmarked pedestrian entrances to
Troopers Hill Conservation Area, two of which are round blind
corners, and need protection.
“Bearing these factors in mind we feel it is of the utmost

importance that traffic calming measures are implemented on
Troopers Hill Road before the Beaufort Road one-way
experiment is introduced. 
“As traffic calming measures are not due to be introduced on
Troopers Hill Road until spring 2016 we feel the sensible
solution would be to defer the Beaufort Road scheme until after
this is complete.
“A SNAG representative had a meeting with MP Kerry
McCarthy (last month) to discuss this matter and the resulting
conclusion was that delaying the introduction of the one-way
trial was the most sensible option.”

St George 

'Delay one-way scheme until
alternative route is made safer'

Phyll & Vernon McVeigh, of
SNAG, by one of the

unmarked pedestrian
entrances to Troopers Hill
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Local is best, according to Eveleighs Estate Agents' senior
partner Rob Eveleigh. Welcoming new recruit Shane Smith to
the Keynsham and Saltford-based company, he says there's
more to come as the business develops. 
“As we continue to grow, it remains my intention to only recruit
local people as there's some real talent out there, I look forward
to working alongside Shane and welcome him to Eveleighs.”
Having previously worked for a large estate agent, Rob set up
his own business a little over four years ago offering a more

personal and focused service to clients in the area.
"The demand for our services has seen us expand our team
and true to our values, we only look to recruit local people and
I am delighted that Shane has joined Eveleighs at such an
exciting time,” he told us.
A former Wellsway School student, Shane said: “Working for
Eveleighs is such a fantastic career opportunity for me and,
having worked in estate agency for the past six years and
enviously seen Eveleighs 'sold' boards all over the place, I now
get the chance to join in their
success and work in the
area I grew up in.”
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week
In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or
Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

Shane joins the team at Eveleighs

)HDWKHUEHG
�+RPHFDUH (VW�����

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Phoenix Judo Club is holding a table-top and cake sale on
Saturday 18th July at St Anne's Church Hall on Barry Road
from 11.30am to 1.30pm. 
Some tables are still available at £7 and can be booked by
calling Liz on 07905 329372. All money raised will support
club funds. 
New members are welcome and you can find out more at
the event.

One of Plowright House's original residents celebrated her
100th birthday last Thursday. 
Jenny Hackett has lived at the elderly people's accommodation
since it was built in 1982.  Cupcakes, buffet and a special
birthday cake marked the occasion.

Jenny was born in Brislington and lived in the Warmley area for
many years until her husband Gilbert White died in the early
1980s.  She then decided, in her 60s, to move to the newly built
Plowright House on Memorial Road. 
Whilst living there Jenny remarried but her husband sadly died
a few years ago. Jenny is popular and well - known to residents
and visitors alike for her immaculate appearance and wicked
sense of humour. 
The centenarian shared the day with 40 guests including her
nephew Brian, his wife Margaret and their daughter Emma.

Hanham

Happy 100th
birthday, Jenny!

Oldland Common 

Fundraising for judo club
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Shauns arrive in
Warmley and Staple Hill
The Shaun the Sheep art trail began officially on Monday but
Warmley Waiting Room took delivery of its colourful sculpture at
the weekend.
'Buddleia', who will spend the summer by the café on the
platform next to the Bristol & Bath Railway Path, drew many
admirers keen to pose for photos, including seven-year-old
Amelia Harrington, from North Common, pictured here with her
mum Karen.

A flock of 70 Shauns will be dotted around Bristol, including one
in Fountain Square in Staple Hill, until the end of August.
The trail follows on from the huge success of Gromit Unleashed
two years ago which attracted 1.8 million visitors and raised
£4.5m for Bristol Children's Hospital with the sculptures, created
by artists, designers and celebrities,  sold off at auction.
In October the Shauns will be auctioned off alongside a further
50 that went on display in London earlier this year.
Money raised from the London sculptures will benefit the
Wallace & Gromit's Children's Charity, which raises funds to
improve the lives of sick children in hospitals and hospices
throughout the UK.
Funds raised from the 70 featured on the Bristol trail will benefit
the Grand Appeal, the Bristol Children's Hospital Charity.
Find out more at www.shauninthecity.org.uk

Melonie at Staple Hill
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B&NES Council has unveiled its long-awaited transport
strategy for Keynsham this week. 
Getting Around Keynsham was due to be formally adopted by the
council's executive cabinet when it met yesterday (Wednesday)
and is the consequence of the consultation which followed
publication of the Mott MacDonald proposals last autumn (Issue
342). 

"Perhaps the most disappointing aspect is that
it does not solve the problems. Getting Around
Keynsham is a plan to limit the damage."

Two public meetings were held following that report and detailed
briefings have also taken place with other stakeholder groups
including Keynsham Town Council, the Chamber of Commerce
and Keynsham Development Action Group. In proposing a five-
year delivery plan with annual reviews, the council makes clear
that individual proposals in the plan will also be brought forward
through continued public involvement. Among the schemes
proposed are the trialling of a one-way system for Keynsham High
Street (public response favoured a gyratory system but the boffins
who do the traffic modelling remain convinced that keeping two-
way traffic in Ashton Way will work better).
Installing traffic lights at Bath Road/Wellsway junction is similarly

identified, along with a left-turn lane from the A4175 onto Avon Mill
Lane when the traffic light controls are installed there as part of
the Somerdale development. Although work was only carried out
in 2010 to increase capacity at the Hicks Gate roundabout on the
A4, this is already considered to be at capacity and this will also
require attention in future. The possibility of a park and ride
scheme for the town is also to be explored.
While Getting Around Keynsham is a significant step forward from
last year's draft proposals, many issues identified in that report
are still not addressed. It is widely accepted that the physical
restraints of the road network force a disproportionate amount of
car journeys through the High Street and Ashton Way. The
consultation last autumn made clear that many people and
organisations want to see developments on the A4175 to
Broadmead Roundabout project and also the Hicks Gate to A37
route. Instead of priorities, these are still listed as potential ideas
but costing too much and taking too long to have any impact on
the current strategy.
As was clearly highlighted in the draft proposals, two-thirds of
Keynsham residents currently use the car to travel to work and
while walking and cycling are identified as alternatives to be
pursued, we still face a situation of an ageing population.
Currently the percentage of over-44 year-olds in the town is 20%
above the national average while for over 65 it is 50% higher.

Keynsham 

Transport blueprint for town is unveiled
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Getting Around Keynsham is candid in its acceptance that vital
elements of improving the situation are out of its control. The
much anticipated upgrade in rail services relies on the Metro West
project and electrification actually happening, while the
commercial operation of bus services means it is the operators
who decide the routes. Traffic congestion is often a consequence
of problems in neighbouring authorities, such as Brislington where
Bristol City Council has plans to improve the Callington Road/A4
junction. The plan also makes clear that other schemes in
Keynsham, such as the Riverside development, Avon Fire &
Rescue Service HQ and relocation of the swimming pool (Ashton
Way is still cited as the most likely venue) are expected to have
an impact on traffic management.
Perhaps the most disappointing aspect is that it does not solve
the problems. Getting Around Keynsham is a plan to limit the
damage..   Without any of the measures proposed, journey times
will increase by 10 minutes or more during peak times by 2022.
With all the proposals implemented, delays are reduced but not
eradicated, and in the case of the one-way system on the High
Street, savings in one direction are offset by increased journey
times in the other. Car usage is currently 65% - by 2022 it will only
fall to 60%.
The population growth of Keynsham and many of the completed, 
ongoing and planned regeneration projects have been with us for

a decade now. In that
time, we have had four
different leaderships of
B&NES Council. What's
been missing in all that
time are capital projects
which could actually
make a difference to the
transport problems
confronting Keynsham. 
This latest transport strategy repeats the old chestnut that such
strategic plans are “very costly and are likely to take a long time
to deliver, due to planning processes and possibly the need for
external funding and to demonstrate a valid business case”.
Perhaps if someone had listened to those calls for strategic road
developments in 2007, we would by now be somewhere nearer to
resolving the situation and minimising "the negative effects of
traffic congestion in and around Keynsham and ensuring it retains
its independence and its separate identity within an attractive
rural setting by becoming a more sustainable, desirable and well-
connected place in which to live and work."
You can read Getting Around Keynsham at the B&NES website or
the local One Stop Shop.

r town is unveiled
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Longwell Green 

Aldi car park
expansion plans

Charity stamp
appeal 

The Aldi store on Bath Road, which opened last year, is to
extend its car park to provide 53 extra spaces.
South Gloucestershire Council has approved the change of use
of the former car sales site between the supermarket and the
Harvester pub for the extra parking which will increase capacity
during the store's busiest times and should ease traffic
congestion in the area.
The scheme will result in a total of 148 parking spaces for the
supermarket, which opened last year on the site of the old Shell
filling station.
The car sales site was the subject of previous planning
permissions for retail units but these have not been taken
forward.

The Bristol and South Glos coordinators of a charity which
fights blindness say their appeal for used stamps has
already raised £1,200. 
Ron and Gina Pritchard, from Winterbourne, thank everyone
who has contributed and hope to make it an ongoing
fundraiser for the charity RP Fighting Blindness.
Retinitis Pigmentosa (RP) is a disease of the eye that leads
to loss of vision and blindness. The charity works hard to
stimulate and fund cutting edge research to find a treatment
or cure and support those affected, There are 25,000
sufferers in the UK alone.
People are asked to tear off the stamps from letters (if you
cut around them they can get a higher price) and save them
until you have a fair number and then post them to 22
Huckford Road, Winterbourne, Bristol, BS36 1EA.  The
stamps are then sold on to dealers. 
The couple also give talks to local groups. Contact them on
01454 772927 or email
bristolsglosfightingblindness@gmail.com
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Oldland Common

Duck
race and
barbecue
There will be a duck race
on Syston Brook on
Saturday 18th July,
starting at 5pm at the
bridge by Slippery Jim's.
This will be followed by a
barbecue on St Anne's
Church car park at the end
of California Road. 
You can buy your duck to
enter in the race for £1
from Ernie Parry on 0117
9325456 or Gary Masters
on 9326720 in advance or
on the river bank on the
day.

A cygnet which swallowed
discarded fishing tackle at the
lake in St George Park is
recovering this week after being
rescued.
Maggie Waldon, of the Friends of St
George Park, said that last
Wednesday, Swan Rescue South
Wales had attended one of the
cygnets that had been listless for
several days.
It was taken to the national Swan Sanctuary in
Shepperton, near London, for a thorough
examination by the specialist vet.
Fishing line had become wrapped around the
base of the tongue with the ends further down
its throat. Each time the cygnet swallowed, the
line got tighter. 
The lump seen in its throat was vegetation
caught on the line ends which was causing a
blockage.
In recent years other cygnets that have
hatched on the lake have had to be rescued

with similar injuries and some have died. 
There have been repeated calls for fishing to
be banned on the historic boating lake
because of the effect on wildlife.
Maggie Waldon thanked everyone who had
reported the cygnet in peril and that she was
glad to say it had been caught in time and its
throat unblocked.
“It is now at the sanctuary eating well and
making up for many days without food. This
cygnet narrowly missed a cruel, slow and
painful death,” she said.

St George 

Cygnet rescued after swallowing tackle
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Travellers who camped illegally on Siston Common and
then in a Keynsham car park moved on to playing fields at
Emersons Green last week. 
They set up camp on Walkers Playing Fields at Blackhorse
Lane on Monday and were there until Thursday when they
moved off.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has now written to Greg Clark,
the Secretary of State for Communities and Local Government,
requesting advice on how South Gloucestershire Council might
adopt the measures used in Harlow in Essex that prevent future
encampments through High Court injunctions.
Harlow Council and Essex County Council were recently
granted an interim town-wide injunction from the High Court,
banning the setting up of unauthorised traveller encampments
in Harlow.
Breaching the injunction could lead to a custodial sentence, and
in addition to a town-wide ban against 35 named travellers and
persons unknown from setting up unauthorised encampments
in Harlow, the injunction also covers and protects 454 sites from
future unauthorised encampments, including parks and
playgrounds, previously occupied sites, highway verges and
schools.
In his letter he says that the process of seeking an eviction

notice results in a delay of several days before any illegal
traveller encampment can be formally evicted, which has
caused significant distress to local residents who feel that
travellers encamped illegally on common land should be
deterred from setting up camps, with stronger powers to
remove them.
Mr Skidmore also asks Mr Clark: “Given that significant
amounts of land in Kingswood are classified as common land,
would it be possible for your department to investigate how
common land can be given especial protection, given it is highly
vulnerable to such encampments?”

Call for tougher powers to remove
travellers after latest encampment

Travellers at Emersons Green
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Page Park has become a welcome stop-off point for
cyclists and walkers on the Bristol to Bath Railway Path,
thanks to new landscaping and an artwork.
Following a successful bid from the Friends of Page Park group
who applied to the Local Sustainable Transport Fund (LSTF),
improvements have been made to the walking and cycle route
between the railway path at Teewell Hill and Page Park.
The idea is to encourage people to stop, visit the park and
make use of the local shops and other facilities, such as the
new café.
Martin Phillips and William Lee, from the Friends of Page Park,
said: “I am very pleased with the sculpture and the sign. They
fit in to the surroundings very comfortably and create a location
on the railway path that we hope will encourage path users to
come and enjoy our beautiful park and explore our local shops
and cafes.”
As well as the new sign which signposts cyclists and walkers to
the park, a sculpture has also been provided which lights up at
night.
William added: “I've heard cyclists say that because the
sculpture is lit up at night it does help to make the whole area
around the entrance and exit feel more welcoming when it is
dark.”

Verity Heal, LSTF project manager, said: “This scheme is one
of 18 community-led projects across South Gloucestershire to
benefit from LSTF funding.”
As an added bonus, on weekdays families with children age five
or under can now hire bikes for free from the Sure Start Centre
in Staple Hill. Four adult bikes, one foldable bike, a child trailer,
child seat and two balance bikes are available to loan by
contacting the centre on 01454 862972.

Staple Hill 

Park provides a welcome pit-stop
for cyclists

Martin Phillips, Catalina Lee & William Lee 
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Building Services
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Fitters

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL
07789 528 540

call today for more information

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Appliances

Advertising

Accountancy
Services

Car Services
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Computers / IT
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Electrical

Electrical

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Clock Repairs

Compost

Equestrian

Events

Dance Classes Furniture Makers

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Pest Control
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Home Maintenance

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified Tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
Website
www.djamesdecorating.com

Plastering

Painting
& Decorating

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

HypnotherapyGarden Services Garden Services

MINI DIGGER HIRE.   
with driver. Ground works, drives,
garden clearance. 
Tel: 07875 692 480

Joinery

Locksmiths

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

PlumbersPlumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Skip Hire

Recovery

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Stair Repairs

TV & Aerials

Storage
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal Waste Disposal

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Crossword Solution
S D O V P S

S H O R T S O P I A T E
I E S D C A

O P U S U N K I N D L Y
S A A I L

L A N Y A R D A C R I D
I Y G O

C R A C K O R E G A N O
T H S E A

S I L I C A T E R O T E
G S B T R H

O H D E A R E L E V E N
T L E R T E

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Bereavement

Window Cleaners An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Public Notice

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Announcements

Call 0117 986 0381 with your
personal or family messages

Deadline Monday at 4pm
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Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Sudoku Solutions

4 3 8 6 7 2 5 9 1
2 9 6 8 1 5 4 3 7
1 5 7 3 4 9 8 6 2
8 2 5 1 9 7 3 4 6
9 7 3 4 2 6 1 8 5
6 4 1 5 8 3 7 2 9
7 1 4 2 6 8 9 5 3
3 8 2 9 5 1 6 7 4
5 6 9 7 3 4 2 1 8

9 4 7 8 5 2 1 6 3
3 2 6 4 1 7 9 8 5
1 8 5 3 9 6 4 2 7
7 5 4 1 6 3 2 9 8
2 6 3 9 7 8 5 1 4
8 1 9 2 4 5 3 7 6
4 3 2 7 8 1 6 5 9
6 9 8 5 2 4 7 3 1
5 7 1 6 3 9 8 4 2

2 -Hard1-Easy

Advice from the police
after tailgating
problem is highlighted
Although the new speed humps in Crews Hole are
slowing the traffic, a reader who regularly uses the road
got in touch to say she had been aggressively tailgated
while sticking to the new 20mph limit.
We asked local Neighbourhood Sergeant Darren Warr what
advice he would give to anyone who finds themselves in a
situation where they are being tailgated.

He said: “If you find you are being followed by an impatient
driver (tailgated) - do not allow yourself to be 'pushed' along,
intimidated or made to increase your speed. 
“Without actually pulling over or stopping - find a safe
opportunity to allow that driver to pass If you find that you are
being persistently followed by an aggressive driver, try to
make your way to a public place, police station or busy street
and call the police as soon as you are able and it is safe and
legal to do so. In an emergency call 999.  
“Under no circumstances should you endanger your safety
or wellbeing by getting out of the car to deal with an angry or
aggressive driver. If confronted with a road rage situation,
remain in the car with the windows closed and door locked.
Call 999 and ask for the police.
“In the case of a non-emergency situation please feel free to
contact your local policing team on 101 who are able to
assist in any instance where there is a complaint in regards
the manner of another person's driving.”
Susan Acton-Campbell, who is on the SpeedWatch team in
St George, said as someone who regularly drives along
Crews Hole Road, she had noticed a slight increase in
tailgating at the start of the 20mph introduction but it seemed
to have eased off as people have become used to the fact
that 20 is now the legal speed limit on the road. 
She added: “Perhaps our very high visibility jackets are a
deterrent but our SpeedWatch volunteers have never seen
any overtaking on Crews Hole Road during the periods we
have been monitoring speed there. New volunteers are
always welcome.”
For more information visit the St George Neighbourhood
Partnership website. 

Warmley

Cultural diversity
celebrations at
the Grange
Staff and students at the Grange School & Sports College
devoted last Friday to celebrating the diversity of different
cultures.
The day of special activities included Samba and African
drumming, Caribbean cooking, Islamic tile painting and the
Chinese and Polish language.
Tracey Oughton, from the Grange, said: “This builds on work
carried across the curriculum which embraces diversity.”

Susan Acton-Campbell

Drumming up support for cultural diversity
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