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Tributes have been paid to those who stepped in to save the life
of a rugby supporter who collapsed at a recent Kingswood RFC
match.
In the final minutes of the 1st XV league fixture against Widden
Old Boys at the Grimsbury Road playing fields on 28th March,
lifelong supporter and water-boy Ian Hardwell became severely
disoriented, collapsed and appeared to stop breathing. 
Charlie Spokes and Stuart Bailey from the club were first to
raise the alarm, quickly followed by Kingswood's physio Sarah
Shaw and supporter Tom Kennington.
Sarah, assisted by Tom, administered cardiopulmonary
resuscitation (CPR) during which Ian, known as Dar, recovered
his breathing. 
Paramedics arrived and continued treatment but Dar became
unresponsive to CPR and the paramedics had to use a
defibrillator four times to restart his breathing. 
More medics arrived and Dar was treated for over an hour
before being stabilised and taken to the Bristol Royal Infirmary
where he was treated in A& E before undergoing cardiac

surgery. He is said to be
making a good recovery.
Paul Meaden, vice chairman
of KRFC, said Mr Hardwell's
partner Julie Winter, friends
and members of Kingswood
RFC offered their sincere
thanks to those who reacted
so quickly and that the “rapid
action and expertise of KRFC
physio Sarah Shaw undoubtedly saved the life of Ian Hardwell”.
“There are no words sufficient to thank Sarah for the service
she has paid to Ian, Julie, their respective families and the
family of Kingswood RFC,” he said.
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Kingswood 

Tributes to team
who saved fan's life

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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The Week in

To complete the resurfacing work on Bath Hill, overnight
road closures will be in force between 7pm and 6am
today (Thursday 9th) and tomorrow. 
Provision has also been made for an overnight closure on
Saturday if required.
There will be no vehicle access on the length of Bath Hill
from the junction with Avon Mill Lane up to the junction of
High Street and Temple Street.  Pedestrian access will
remain open.
Although the work was required to be completed prior to
occupation of the new Civic Centre under one of the
conditions attached to the planning permission, the project
stalled when ERH Construction, the company contracted to
carry out the work, went bust. 
Another division of the ERH group is now completing the
work, which a B&NES Council statement says has been
brought forward in response to concerns raised by local
residents. An earlier statement given to The Week In at the
start of the year targeted the end of March for completion of
the works.
While the council has apologised in advance for any
disruption the overnight closures will cause, they are likely to
be minor compared to the daytime traffic chaos caused by 
works to widen the pavement at the Temple Street/Bath Hill 

Keynsham 

Overnight closures on Bath Hill 

                  



junction since before Easter.

Craig Anthony
Although the Civic Centre regeneration was intended to
kickstart the economic regeneration of Keynsham, another
established business quit the town this week, blaming the
disruption of the last two years because of the development.
Craig Anthony's Hair Designers, who have traded on Temple
Street for the last 20 years, decided not to renew their lease
and have transferred business to their other branch in
Downend.
Proprietor Craig Lockett told The Week In: “I'd like to thank
all those customers who have supported me over the last 20
years. Keynsham has changed a lot since then when it was
a real market town and community.
“Rents are still quite high here compared to other parts of
Bristol but for the last two years we feel we have been in the
middle of a building site. We kept being told the new
development would be the start of an economic
regeneration but they've put the library in what should have
been the prime retail site and the other units aren't really
suitable for genuine local businesses. We are fortunate that
many of our loyal customers have already made
appointments to come and see us at our Downend branch
but I'm still sad to be leaving Keynsham behind.”
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Warmley 

Rainbow and Guides help
those in need in Moldova
The 24th Warmley Rainbows and Guides held a fundraising
evening recently in aid of the charity Volunteering Moldova. 
The charity helps improve the lives of children living in a
state-run orphanage and an institution for people with
disabilities in one of Europe's poorest countries.
The money raised by the girls allowed the charity to buy 100
children's toothbrushes, 62 tubes of toothpaste and two hair
dryers.
Find out more about the charity at
www.volunteeringmoldova.org
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On the first full day of the official election
campaign Labour Shadow Chancellor Ed
Balls was the first of the high profile politicians
to make their way to the region last week. He
visited Kingswood on Tuesday in support of
local candidate Jo McCarron.
The two dropped in on Poplar
Gardens House in Alma
Close where residents were
enjoying their weekly sing-a-
long, one of the activities
provided as part of Merlin
Housing's Independent Living
programme. 
The couple joined in a rousing
rendition of 'He's Got the
Whole World in his Hands'
before doing the rounds of the
residents.
As well as discussing issues
such as pensions, health and
housing needs for their
children and grandchildren,

the Shadow Chancellor exchanged a lot of
lively banter. When he discovered that bowls
was another of the activities provided by the
Merlin Housing programme he promptly
challenged them to a game against the team
from his local constituency in Yorkshire.

Kingswood 

Tea and a sing-a-long
for Shadow Chancellor

Downend &
Bromley Heath 

Annual
assembly 
The annual assembly of
Downend & Bromley Heath
Parish Council takes place
on Thursday 30th April at
7pm at the Church Centre in
Quakers Road, Bromley
Heath. 
This is a public meeting and
an opportunity for local
residents to chat to parish
councillors and debate issues
in the community.  
Awards will be given to
'Parish Champions',
recognising and applauding
work carried out in the
community, and a cheque will
be presented to the council's
charity of the year, the Bristol
branch of the Normandy
Veterans.
Refreshments will be
provided and there will be a
presentation by the Bromley
Heath Women's Institute
Choir. 
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Hundreds of local people came through the doors of the new
Batch community centre last Thursday when an Easter fun day
was held to celebrate its opening.
There were free activities for children, including crafts and an
Easter egg hunt, as well as outdoor fun and an indoor bouncy
castle. Community groups came to promote their work while the
new Esther's Café, run by Pete Watt and Esther Patton, was
kept busy.

Members of churches in East Bristol walked with the Cross to
the top of Troopers Hill on Good Friday for an open-air service.
The Passion story from Luke was told and the congregation,

made up of the different denominations, sang hymns including
There Is A Green Hill Far Away.
There was a collection in aid of the Vanuatu cyclone disaster
relief fund.

Cadbury Heath 

Hundreds enjoy
fun day at
community centre

St George 

Open-air service on
top of Troopers Hill
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Police are asking the public to help them identify a woman who
may have information about a serious assault which took place
in Alma Road.
On Saturday 7th March at around 1am, a group of two men and
one woman chased another woman, causing injury.
This CCTV image shows a woman police want to speak to. She
is described as white and quite young with long hair and wearing
flower print trousers.
Anyone with information should contact Crimestoppers on 0800
555 111.

Kingswood 

Do you recognise
this woman? The family business L&F Jones Food Services, which runs

convenience stores in the West Country, has announced that it
is selling four of them including the one in Bitton.
Retail property adviser Christie + Co has been instructed to sell
the shop in the High Street along with those in Radstock,
Coleford and Shepton Mallet. 
The Midsomer Norton-based family firm says it is part of a
strategy to focus on its growing wholesale business and re-
invest in its remaining portfolio.

Bitton 

Shop for sale

Hanham Methodist Church will be holding its annual festival of
flowers on the weekend of 25th April and 26th.
The theme will be 'It's A Miracle'. The exhibition will be open
from 10am to 4pm on the Saturday when coffee and cakes will
be served in the morning and cream teas in the afternoon.
The exhibition will also be open on the Sunday from 2pm to
5pm.

Hanham 

Flower festival
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
1 5 6 2 7

3 4 8 9
8 9

2 7 9 3
1 6 7 3 4

5 8
1 7 8 4
8 3 7 6

5 4

8 3 7 1
2

9 3 4
6 1

7 1 6
9 3

8 2 4 9
3 8 7

5 4 2

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 12th April

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Why not bring back the
Bradbury Pound?  
Dear Stephen,
W Houghton of Twerton made lots of
valid and interesting points re the
problems of the NHS on your Letters
page.
He needs to add the annual £5-7bn lost
through fraud and maladministration, as
reported by the BBC in March 2014. Is
he aware that all this finance has to be
borrowed with interest by the UK
Government (a corporation) from the
Bank of England or international
bankers?
On 7th August 1914 at the beginning of
World War One, Britain was on the verge
of a bank run. In order to prevent the
financial chaos and Great Britain being
defeated at the outset of the Great War,
the Government used its power to issue
its own Treasury notes backed/secured
by the people. It was called the Bradbury
Pound, after the Treasury Minister and
signee Mr Bradbury, and was free of
interest, which begs the question, why
are we still borrowing money from a
private banking corporation at interest?
The chairman of the Select Committee
for Banking Affairs Andrew Tyrie MP has
been contacted on this matter and has

dismissed this opportunity to investigate
the option of saving billions of pounds on
interest payments, whilst perhaps a
million plus people use food banks and
desperate women commit suicide
because of the increase in the bedroom
tax.
Iceland is considering introducing its
own money after their officials kicked out
the large banks, after refusing to pass
their debts on to the people.   
Explanation please, Mr Rees-Mogg.
Rob Upton

Forgotten and ignored  
Dear Sir,
It is with great dismay I hear that
Soundwell College is to close. My
grandson had chosen a course and was
waiting for an interview at Soundwell but
now if he is accepted he will have to
travel across Bristol. 
With an ever growing population we
need more student places, not less. City
of Bristol College principal Lynn Merilion
says the college has built some fantastic
new campuses in the north and south  of
the city but we still very much need our
local college here in Soundwell. We
need more places, not less. 
We were told when we lost Frenchay
that we would get a superhospital at
Southmead. Now we all know it's not so
super and certainly can't cope. Now we
are told we don't need our local college

so where does that leave the people of
Kingswood? No local hospital, no long
promised minor injuries unit at Cossham
and now no local college. It seems we in
Kingswood are forgotten and ignored.   
Mrs J Shepherd

Speed Awareness Week  
Dear Editor,
The Avon & Somerset Constabulary is
holding a Speed Awareness week from
Monday 13th April to Sunday 19th April.
During this period all vehicles will be
monitored across South
Gloucestershire, Bath & North East
Somerset and Somerset. In addition to
the force's camera vans and
motorcyclists, the local Community
SpeedWatches will also be out. 
The Oldland Community SpeedWatch
will be operating in Oldland parish and
part of Hanham Abbots parish. Any
vehicle exceeding the speed limit plus
10% plus two will be logged. In a 30mph
zone this will be 30 plus three plus two
equals 35mph.
Since the Oldland CSW was formed in
2013, it has monitored 6,340 vehicles
with 129 whose speed was 35 and over,
a 2.03% rate. The fastest speed logged
was 57mph on California Road.
Graham Downing
Coordinator
Oldland SpeedWatch

Letters
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Letters
A different view in the fox
hunting debate 
Dear Sir,
I felt compelled to write following the recent
heated discussion in these pages
regarding fox hunting. Given the number of
issues being discussed and debated in the
lead-up to the election, I find it personally
quite surprising that voters will choose fox
hunting to be their 'deal breaker' in
choosing who to vote for over the
economy, health, education and foreign
policy but that is really a secondary point.
Even as someone who is against fox
hunting, I cannot imagine casting my vote
based on such a relatively minor issue.
The main purpose of my writing is the
general attitude of voters towards
candidates who do not share their views.
Fox hunting is just the latest (but by no
means only) issue where the attitude of a
significant number of people is to criticise a
candidate for not 'representing people's
views'. The point these people seem to
miss is that MPs don't make decisions
based on a referendum of their
constituents but instead based on their
own principles (yes, yes I know),
experience, manifestos, party lines, etc. If
someone is fundamentally for or against
fox hunting, or any other issue, then vote
for them based on that stance as you see
fit. While politicians changing their view
should be welcomed if they want to re-
assess a position based on changing facts
or circumstances, one who changes with
the wind based on a few angry letters
should really be afforded very little respect
from the voters. 
Very few significant changes to legislation
in our history would have taken place if
politicians simply tried to reflect the will of

the majority so let's allow our candidates to
tell us what they believe and vote
accordingly, rather than presume to have
the divine right to have all our opinions
agreed with.
Malcolm Stokes, Kingswood

Vote on issues that affect
humans 
Dear Stephen,
With the election coming up, I turned to the
Letters pages in Issue 365 to see what
important issues would be debated this
week, like the NHS, membership of the EU,
the effect of immigration on the standard of
living and education, or even Home Rule
for Bradley Stoke for those who favour
more tiers of bureaucracy. 
What I found was two pages devoted to the
topic of foxhunting, to give some credibility
to the unsubstantiated claim of an
anonymous poster that Mr Skidmore would
not be representing the majority of
Kingswood voters if he voted for reversing
the ban on it. 
There well may be reasons for not voting
Conservative, but that isn't one of them. I
have never wished to go to a foxhunt, but I
have seen the results of raids on chicken
coops and witnessed equally bloody and
violent slaughter of the helpless hens - not
for food - but just because they moved, so
foxhounds are only doing the same. I'm
sure the owners would approve of Mr
Skidmore's intentions, but vote according
to the issues that affect human lives. 
I suspect a hint of hypocrisy in those
letters; how many revel in the TV nature
films where camera crews delight in
graphically recording lions, tigers, packs of
hyenas, etc killing and dismembering some
helpless prey, or supported the 'You'll miss
them when they're gone' campaign, where
a brainwashed child was flown out to plead
with an African potentate to sacrifice a few
of his hapless villagers by allowing

sanctuary for tigers on the adjacent land for
the benefit of rich Western rubbernecks
who would swell his coffers in return? 
M O'Regan

My clear commitment to
animal welfare 
Dear Stephen,
I find it pretty outrageous, but not really
very surprising, that the Conservative
candidate for Kingswood, Chris Skidmore,
has taken to using the Beaufort Hunt to
deliver his election leaflets. 
No doubt in return, the pro-hunt lobby will
expect his support in repealing the hunting
ban - that is in the event that he is returned
in May as the MP for Kingswood.
Therefore, in the name of clarity, I do hope
he will make his voting intentions on this
issue clear to the electorate ahead of the
General Election on May 7th. 
Where my opponent gets his help from
suggests a couple of key things. Firstly,
that he does not recognise blood sports as
barbaric, cruel and outdated.  Secondly,
that he isn't very bothered about
representing the 80% plus of ordinary
people who oppose fox hunting and are
appalled by the practices of the Beaufort
Hunt, one of the largest fox hunting groups
in the country. 
As the prospective Labour MP for
Kingswood, I make a firm pledge that I
would vote against repealing the Hunting
Act. Labour brought in the Hunting Act to
ban the practice of hunting with dogs - and
we want it to stay that way. And if a Labour
Government is elected we will go further,
banning the use of wild animals in circuses,
ending the ineffective and inhumane
badger cull, and clamping down on cruel
breeding practices to protect cats and
dogs.
My commitment to animal welfare is clear.
Now Kingswood constituents deserve to
know whether Chris Skidmore will support 

           



these measures and uphold the hunting
ban.
Jo McCarron 
Labour's Parliamentary Candidate for
Kingswood

A rural supporter, but not of
hunting  
Dear Editor,
Seeing the debate about the
Conservatives' (and UKIP's) intentions to
repeal the Hunting Act to allow hunting with
dogs once more, if they have a majority (or
coalition) in Parliament, I want to make my
position clear. 
For the avoidance of doubt, if I was elected
as the MP for Kingswood, I would vote to
keep the ban. Liberal Democrats and over
three-quarters of the population are firmly
opposed to hunting with dogs. Hunting with
dogs was barbaric, encouraged cruelty to
animals, maintained class divisions and
caused disruption to much of England's
green and pleasant land. 
I encourage and support a wide range of
countryside pursuits that maintain rural
traditions and village life, and there are
plenty that do not involve chasing animals
to death. I would simply ask candidates
who support hunting with dogs to watch
Bambi with their children and ask
themselves, whose side are you on?!
Adam Boyden  
Liberal Democrat candidate for
Kingswood constituency

A lesson in student debt
management  
Dear Sir,
I read with interest the letter from Jordan
Ness, 'Legacy of Debt', whereby he states
that he will never forgive the Liberal

Democrats for breaking their promise on
tuition fees, which has resulted in students
leaving university with an average debt of
£44,000. Before condemning the Lib
Dems, it is helpful to cast our mind back to
2010, when we had an election that gave
the Conservatives the largest number of
seats but no overall majority. The country
needed a government and the Lib Dems
entered into negotiations with both Labour
and Conservative. The events at the time
were monitored in detail in the book by
David Laws, one of the Lib Dem team,
entitled '22 Days in May'. 
Talks started firstly with Labour, who were
represented by Ed Miliband, Ed Balls,
Peter Mandelson and Lord Adonis. The
only person prepared to actually negotiate
was Lord Adonis, the attitude of the others
being, we will allow you to join us in
government but on our conditions. It was
only when the Conservative and Lib Dem
teams got together that meaningful talks
took place. A document for government
was drawn up which included policies from
both parties. It also meant that some
policies for both parties were not included,
and one of those lost was the Lib Dem
promise not to raise tuition fees.
I imagine that few would have expected the
Coalition to last its course and I think it is
quite remarkable that it has. There have
been a few wobbles but credit to David
Cameron in keeping the right of his party in
tow, and to Nick Clegg for doing the same
with the left of his party. 
Whilst everyone will, of course, not agree
with the decisions taken in the last five
years, we have had a stable Government,
which was without the cooperation of
Labour. Could this, I wonder, be anything to
do with the note that David Laws, the new
Chief Treasury, found on his desk that had
been left by his Labour predecessor Liam
Byrnes which read: 'I'm afraid there is no
money. Kind regards and good luck.'

Returning to Jordan Ness and his average
student debt of £44,000, has he ever
analysed as to how this figure has
accrued? As someone who managed to
steer himself through the choppy seas of
employment on the back of just five O-
levels, my perception of university life is
based on observation rather than
participation. I gather that it is difficult to get
into pubs, wine bars and restaurants in the
Clifton area of Bristol during the latter half
of the week because of the presence of
students. The establishment with the
highest level of alcohol sales in Bristol is, I
believe, the bar in the Students' Union
Building. Perhaps a little more time spent in
study and a little less in socialising might
mean a little less debt!
Mike Barrow, Keynsham

A waste of time and money  
Dear Editor,
When, oh when, are they going to finish the
work on Keynsham centre? Can we please
have a firm date?
Everybody I speak to is fed up with the
chaos of the unnecessary roadworks, lack
of crossings in the right place and constant
traffic jams.  If only those in power had left
the road layout at the top of Bath
Hill/Temple Street, the pavement widths
and the pedestrian crossings as they were
before, not only would the job have been
completed much quicker but also the
council would have saved thousands and
we would have had a more people-friendly
High Street. 
Access for the disabled is very difficult as I
have found out because much of the area
is now unapproachable with a walker. I
have been told they are laying
cobblestones - why? What a waste of time
and money.
Disgruntled, disabled pensioner
Name and email address withheld
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Crossword ACROSS
7 A proverb (6)
8 Wild cat (6)
9 Type of flatfish (4)
10 English folk dance (8)
11 Night time attire (7)
13 Abandon (5)
15 Famous horse race (5)
17 Sensitive reaction to certain things (7)
20 Dessert (3,5)
21 Standard (4)
22 Type of polecat (6)
23 Novice (6)

Down
1 Humorous imitation (6)
2 Agressive personal remark (4)
3 An intellectual (7)
4 Yellow/orange colour (5)
5 Guilty (8)
6 Smart (6)
12 A long-finned tuna (8)
14 Forms of Aluminum Oxide (7)
16 Abstain from (6)
18 Vegetable found in Mediterranean cuisine (6)
19 Space for a ship to dock (5)
21 Current affairs (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

A proverb (6)7
Wild cat (6)8
Type of flatfish (4)9
English folk dance (8)10
Night time attire (7)11
Abandon (5)13
Famous horse race (5)15
Sensitive reaction to certain things (7)17
Dessert (3,5)20
Standard (4)21
Type of polecat (6)22
Novice (6)23

Down

Humorous imitation (6)1
Agressive personal remark (4)2
An intellectual (7)3
Yellow/orange colour (5)4
Guilty (8)5
Smart (6)6
A long-finned tuna (8)12
Forms of Aluminum Oxide (7)14
Abstain from (6)16
Vegetable found in Mediterranean cuisine 
(6)

18

Space for a ship to dock (5)19
Current affairs (4)21

Emersons Green 

Transport Secretary on fact-
finding visit to site of proposed
M4 link road
The Transport Secretary Patrick McLoughlin visited
Emersons Green last Thursday to see where campaigners
want a new £50m M4 junction built.
He joined local Conservative politicians at Westerleigh Road
where it crosses the motorway and was shown the greenfield
site nearby where Emersons Green East is being built and where
the landowner has indicated willingness to sell the area needed
for what would be known as Junction 18A.
Chris Skidmore, who is defending his Kingswood Parliamentary
seat, recently launched the Gateway2Growth campaign to draw
attention to the benefits of a new junction. Local businesses and
the Local Enterprise Partnership are also behind the link to the
ring road which it is said would help to deliver millions of extra
investment and new jobs for the Bristol region, and provide the
Kingswood area with better access to the motorway.
A new road link would provide significantly faster and improved
access to the Emersons Green Enterprise Area, which has been
identified as a key area for economic growth over the next 12
years, with up to 7,000 jobs predicted to be created.

During the last Prime Minister's Question Time before Parliament
was dissolved, Mr Skidmore spoke about the need for the
junction and received support from David Cameron who said the
Transport Secretary would be happy to look at the campaign.
South Gloucestershire Council recently agreed to spend £80,000
on a feasibility study which will draw up plans for a junction onto
the motorway at Westerleigh Road.
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The growing retail park at Jarretts in Willsbridge has plenty of
free parking and easy access to the great range of shops.

Polar Bear Windows has one of the largest showrooms in the
South West. Customers can see and try out a range of windows,
doors, porches and conservatories and talk to the experts all under
one roof. The company, which was based in Keynsham for many
years and relocated to Willsbridge a few months ago, is proud of the
fact that 70% of work comes through customer recommendations.

Webbs Cycle Shop & Hire is perfectly located for cyclists using the
nearby Bristol to Bath Railway Path. Simon Davis has relocated the
business here from Warmley where it had been going for more than
a century. You can hire a bike by the day or week and the shop also
offers servicing and repairs, as well as sales. 

The most recent arrival, which opened at the end of March, is
Willsbridge Equestrian & Country Store, run by Kirsty Harrington.

The tack shop has everything for the horse and rider as well as a
great selection of country wear.  Kirsty and her team also offer a rug
cleaning and repair service plus leather repair work.

Gary Powell and Tim Grout, who between them have 75 years'
experience in the flooring industry, run the Carpet Hub where you
can see a huge range of flooring collections in the modern,
comfortable showroom or look online - prices are matched to the
internet - and order free samples.
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Great range of shops at expanding retail park

Polar Bear Windows

Webbs Cycle Shop & Hire

Willsbridge Equestrian & Country Store

Carpet Hub 

               



Scooter's Cider Barn stock several varieties of farmhouse cider
from their favourite farms in Somerset, such as Burrow Hill, Honeys
Wilcox, Hecks and Wilkins. Ciders are available on draught and
there is also a range of bottled and canned ciders from the farms and
producers in the region, as well as a selection of cider brandy and
other apple-related products.  

New to You Furniture is run by David and Bridgitte Adams. You are
welcome to browse their ever changing selection of antiques, retro
and pre-owned furniture, which includes dressers, sofas, tables,
desks and chairs. Delivery locally is available at a small cost.

Lime Landscaping Supplies specialise in all landscaping materials
supplied to both the public and trade at competitive prices. As well
as new and reclaimed sleepers, they stock posts and beams,
fencing, compost, soil, bark, logs and firewood.

While you're at the retail park, why not get your car cleaned and
valeted with the efficient team who run the car wash there, and pop
into the on-site café for some refreshments.
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t expanding retail park

Scooter's Cider Barn 

New to You Furniture

            



Acclaimed artist and musician Andrew Kinsman returned to his
old school in Oldland Common to give some tips to art students
preparing for their exams.
Andrew, who grew up in the area and attended The Sir Bernard
Lovell School from 1981-1986, spoke about his varied career
and gave the school a preview of the 24 works he is shortly to
exhibit at the International Convention Centre in Birmingham.
His work will be known to many - he painted the series of 11

footballer stamps that marked
the 150th anniversary of the
Football Association in 2013.
The FA chose him from a
shortlist after he produced a
painting of Bobby Moore,
captain of England's 1966
World Cup winning team.
Andrew said it felt strange to be
back in the corridors of his
former school, where he
remembered his art teachers
were Mr Low and Mr Oliver. He
went on to do A-levels at Bath
Technical College and started a
graphic design degree but
dropped it in favour of art. “I

knew I wanted to paint. I had been painting since I was 11,” he
said.
In his 20s, he learned the saxophone and switched to a career in
music for seven years. In the last decade or so, he has worked
professionally in both painting and music, appearing on stage
with Kasabian, Noel Gallagher and others. 
SBL art teacher Jessica Draper said students had benefited
greatly from Andrew's visit .”It has been really inspiring,” she
said. “It is a wonderful opportunity to talk about their work with a
professional artist.”
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Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week In
is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie

on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline
for Situations Vacant advert
bookings is 4.00pm on the

FRIDAY preceding
publication.

Situations Vacant

Artist and musician returns to
his school to inspire students

Apprenticeship fair
An apprenticeship fair will be held at the Fry Club &
Conference Centre at Somerdale on Thursday 23rd April from
3pm to 9pm.
The fair will showcase a variety of skills and training courses
offered by local employers and colleges.
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A church minister from Keynsham who preaches the
Gospel though weightlifting is currently in training for a
major European competition.
The Rev Ryan Morton, an ordained Elim Evangelist based at the
church in Balmoral Road, is also the founder of Champion Lift,
an outreach ministry he launched in 2011 that involves Olympic
style weightlifting.
He is a British Masters silver and bronze medallist and also a
qualified Olympic style weightlifting coach, running a gym in Fir
Tree Lane in St George.
He is currently preparing for the European Masters Weightlifting
Championship taking place at Bangor University in Wales in
June. Rev Ryan was ordained last year but has been doing the
work of an Evangelist for almost 30 years, including in prisons
in the UK and USA.
Working alongside John Hays, co-ordinator of Champion Lift
Ministry, Rev Ryan visits churches, youth groups and prisons up
and down the country, staging weightlifting demos, coaching
and competitions.
Find out more about at www.championliftministry.com

Uplifting way to
spread the word

Canoe Avon, based at Saltford Rowing Centre, is giving people
the opportunity to try canoeing and kayaking for free on 25th
and 26th April from noon to 5pm.

No experience is necessary and all equipment will be provided,
with experts on hand to help and answer questions. Under-18s
must be accompanied by an adult.
Visitor parking will be available.

Saltford 

Try canoeing
and kayaking
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The Razzamataz Theatre School in
Keynsham will be performing a special
showcase at the Colston Hall this
summer and it's not too late to join
them.
Students are facing their biggest
performance to date on one of Bristol's
most famous stages. James Murden co-
principal said: “We are always looking for
exciting performance opportunities for our
students, from special guest workshops,
local performances and now our biggest
ever show to date.”
Razzamataz Theatre Schools offer
singing, dancing and acting lessons for
students aged three to 18. Co-principal
Ross Brown said: “At Razzamataz we are
all about building confidence in our
students. I am a secondary school
teacher and it is frightening how many
pupils are too scared to even answer a
question in class. We aim to build
confidence through performing arts as
well as having fun every Saturday.”
Razzamataz runs on Saturday mornings

at Broadlands Academy and a free taster
session is offered so you can see what
they get up to. The next tasters are on
Saturday 18th and Saturday 25th April. To

book your place contact Ross or James
on 0800 0246161 or email
bristolsouth@razzamataz.co.uk 

Try Razzamataz for free
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In the run-up to the General Election we will be
looking at all the candidates standing in the five
constituencies that The Week In covers

Filton & Bradley Stoke
Conservative Jack Lopresti was the first to take this new
seat in 2010. The Parliamentary constituency was
created by changes made by the Boundary Commission
taking parts of the Bristol North West, Kingswood and
Northavon constituencies to create what is colloquially
known as FABS.
The electoral wards of Downend, Staple Hill and
Frenchay & Stoke Park are part of the constituency.
The bookmakers have the Conservatives on 1/4, Labour
3/1, UKIP 40/1, the Greens 100/1 and Lib Dems 33/1.

Who's standing 
Ian Boulton - Labour:  Runs his own
business and serves as a South Glos
councillor for Staple Hill. He is deputy leader
of the Labour Group on the council and chair
of the Staple Hill Regeneration Partnership.
Lives with his partner.

Jack Lopresti - Conservative:  Father-of-
three who defending the seat, he is a former
mortgage broker and estate agent and is a
former Bristol city councillor for Stockwood.
He has also served in the TA and did a tour
of duty in Afghanistan.

Pete Bruce - Lib Dem: Has lived in the
Winterbourne area for over 20 years. A single
parent, he has a background in the
aerospace industry, he is involved in a
number of local groups, including the Watley's
End Residents' Society. 

Ben Walker - UKIP: Represents Bradley
Stoke North on the town and South
Gloucestershire councils. Served in the Royal
Navy before becoming a small business
owner.

Diana Warner - Green Party: Lives in Filton
and has been a GP in Bristol for 25 years. A
mother of two grown-up children, she is at
present working at Stoke Gifford & Conygre
Medical Centre.

ELECTION 2015

2010 result  
Jack Lopresti (Conservative): 19,686
Ian Boulton (Labour): 12,772
Peter Tyzack (Lib Dem): 12,197
John Knight (UKIP): 1,506
David Scott (BNP): 1,328
Jon Lucas (Green): 441
Ruth Johnson (Christian) 199

Majority 6,914
Turnout 70%
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A campaign is under way to get the No 5 bus reinstated to
Downend as people living there say its removal at the end
of March has left them isolated.
Gerry Small, 72, of Marshfield Park on Cleeve Wood Road, has
written to bus company First, asking that managing director
James Freeman comes to see the problem that local people -
many of them elderly - now have.
From 29th March, the No 5 from Bristol city centre stopped
running as far as Emersons Green, instead terminating at
Oldbury Court. The change is part of a big timetable shake-up
by First across the Bristol area network aimed at improving the
punctuality and reliability of the buses.
Mrs Small said the change has meant that the brand new bus
shelter erected on Overndale Road by Downend & Bromley
Heath Council just before the service was axed is now
redundant.
She and her husband Tony - who have both been First
shareholders for 20 years - have been collecting names on a
petition, saying that residents in the Cleeve Wood area need
access to Bristol city centre, Emersons Green and Fishponds,
and that the No 5 had been a “lifeline for the many elderly
people in this area”.
Mrs Small said it was not the Downend part of the journey that
had been responsible for making the buses late, but traffic
problems much closer to town.

She has been emailing First's regional customer services
manager Natacha Tagholm who advised her about First's brand
new route - the X48 - which links the Bristol & Bath Science
Park at Emersons Green and the city centre. But Mrs Small said
that the X48 was for people living in Emersons Green and
Bromley Heath and as “we do not live there it is of no use to us
whatsoever”.
The pensioner has come up with a solution, suggesting to First
bosses that they tack on 1.1 miles at the end of the route which
would give them their bus back yet still save First six miles and
20 minutes, and enable the service to run punctually and
reliably as it did before April 2014 when the No 5 was rerouted
to Emersons Green. 
She has asked Mr Freeman to come and meet local residents
“and see how you are isolating us.... We need action on this as
swiftly as possible.”
First has said its network planning and commercial teams will
monitor the No 5 route and take into account any possible
changes for the next network review which is due in August.
Mrs Tagholm has also suggested that Mrs Small contacts her
local authority (South Gloucestershire Council) as the 1985
Transport Act states that the authority needs to decide what to
do about any passengers without a commercial bus service.

Downend 

'Revive the 5' urge petitioners

Gerry & Tony Small at the now redundant bus stop

          



The Week in • Thursday 9th April 2015 21

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

Local council elections will take place next month on the
same day as the General Election and the various political
parties have begun spelling out their own manifesto plans.
In Bath & North East Somerset both the Conservative and
Labour groups have outlined their visions for the council after
7th May. For the last four years no single party has held a
majority of seats on B&NES Council and it is currently a Liberal
Democrat minority-led administration.
The main challenge for control of the council will come from the
Conservative Party which is promising a 'root and branch'
review of council spending in future, including consultation with
residents on reducing the number of councillors elected to sit on
the council. 
Currently, places such as Saltford have two elected councillors
while Keynsham has six. All councillors receive an allowance of
around £8,000 a year while those who chair committees or sit
on the executive cabinet, receive considerably more.  Even
though cost-cutting measures over the last five years have seen
a significant reduction in the number of council employees, the
figure for those earning over £50,000 a year has actually risen,
according to the Conservatives. The Labour Party is the
smallest of the major political groups on the current council but
after the 2011 election it entered into s strategic agreement on
a vote-by-vote basis to enable the Lib Dems to run the minority
administration. Speaking at the launch of their party's manifesto
last week, Cllr John Bull said that elected Labour councillors
would work to ensure better, fairly priced public transport, more
access to housing for the less well-off and payment of the Living
Wage by more local employers as their main priorities.
The Liberal Democrats were due to launch their manifesto over
the Easter weekend at a high profile event in Bath, supported by
party leader and Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg.

This year's Mangotsfield Village Festival, which includes
live music and entertainment, will be held on Saturday 13th
June at Cleve Rugby Club. 
A parade will leave the Lamb pub at 10.30am and the event will
start at Cleve at 11am, finishing with a fireworks display at
9.30pm.
There is more information about the event, including how to run
a stall or enter the dog show, on the festival website at
www.mangotsfieldfestival.co.uk
Festival committee members recently presented community
awards of £250 to Great Western Air Ambulance Charity and to
Emersons Green's 3D street Dance Class.

Pictured are Madeline Bills, Simon Budd and Steve Say from
the committee with Ella Mayne, from GWAC.

B&NES 

Parties lay out
their manifestos 

Mangotsfield 

Calendar highlight
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The author and comedian David Baddiel has done a
fundraising appeal for the Kingswood-based charity ERIC
which supports children across the UK with continence
problems.
Money raised from the appeal, which was aired on Radio 4 on
Easter Sunday, will go towards providing children, young
people and families with the support they need to cope.
David Baddiel has long been a supporter of ERIC (Education &
Resources for Improving Childhood Continence), based at the
Old School House in Britannia Road, but this is his first time
presenting the Radio 4 appeal for the charity. 
He said:  “I was interested in ERIC because it seemed to me to
be a charity which took on continence issues, which are a
massive issue I think when young children have them, and was
prepared to say it's OK, it's OK to talk about this, it's OK to say
you've got a problem, it's OK to say that going to the toilet or
dealing with what happens when you go to the toilet might be
an issue for you.”
Bladder and bowel problems are far more common than
realised, affecting almost a million children and young people in
the UK. Children's self-esteem is often affected, which can
impact their ability to make friends and reach their full potential

at school. Continence problems
can also mean children miss out
on normal social activities such as
overnight school trips and
sleepovers. 
Only a third of families with a child
with a bladder or bowel problem
seek treatment. Many families
suffer in silence, often too
embarrassed to admit their
difficulty, thinking they are the only
ones suffering, or because they
don't know where to go for help. There can also be a big
financial burden from having to constantly wash clothes and
bedding.
ERIC provides information and support via its website and a
helpline for parents, children, and health and education
professionals.  It trains over 500 health and education
professionals each year to raise awareness of how to spot the
signs, how to treat them, and where to signpost children and
families for specialist support.
Find out more at www.eric.org.uk.

Comedian David Baddiel in radio
appeal for Kingswood charity  

David Baddiel 
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Bring out your frocks, ties and dancing shoes for a tea dance at
Compton Dando Village Hall this Saturday, 11th April, from
3.30pm to 5.30pm. Tea, coffee and soft drinks will be served
along with sandwiches and homemade cakes.
Tickets are £5 for adults and £2.50 under-14s. Find out more by
calling 01761 490782.

Compton Dando 

Tea dance
Orchard Studios has opened its doors again to students after a
fire there last year. 
The building has been restored and has new equipment,
including a large kiln. 
The studios offer tuition in woodwork, stained glass, jewellery
and silversmithing, enamelling, dressmaking and knitting.

Kingswood 

Studios reopen after blaze

Planning Applications  
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A couple from Keynsham are today (Thursday) celebrating
their Diamond Wedding anniversary.
Len and Diana Burden, who are both in their 80s, met when she
was at teacher training college in Bath and Len was helping to
run a St John Ambulance course which she and her fellow
students were attending.
Len had grown up in in East Twerton in Bath, losing his mother
when he was five and then his father, who was killed in a bomb
blast during the Blitz in April 1942. He was then raised by his
aunt.
Len and Diana fell in love and married in her home town of
Stafford on 9th April 1955. They went on to have four children,
sadly losing a daughter to cot death when she was just a few
months old.
Len worked as an apprentice toolmaker at Stothert & Pitt before
being called up for National Service and spent three years in
the Signals division. He then went to work in the Department of
Physics at the University of Bristol and later became a lecturer
in mechanical engineering, retiring from Soundwell College in
1990.
Mrs Burden taught domestic science at a number of schools in
the area, including Kingswood Grammar, Staple Hill Girls',
Alexandra Park Secondary Modern and the Sacred Heart at
Chew Magna.
They lived in Bristol after they married and then spent some
time in Cadbury Heath before settling in Oldland Common, first

in Westland Avenue and later in Cherrywood. They then moved
to Old Vicarage Green in Keynsham where they lived for 21
years before moving last year to Homeavon House.
Both have had a long involvement with St John Ambulance and
achieved senior positions with the organisation.
Diana's recipe for a successful marriage has always been to
never go to sleep without apologising after a disagreement, and
both feel that tolerance is very important. The Burdens, who
have seven grandchildren, attend the Victoria Methodist Church
in Keynsham and will celebrate on Saturday with a party for 80
family and friends at the church's Key Centre.

Congratulations to diamond duo

On their wedding day in 1955

Diana and Len as they are today
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Warmley 

Contemporary artwork in historic
setting at museum open day
Kingswood Heritage Museum in Warmley opened for the
2015 season on Easter Saturday with some new displays.
And at the historic grottoes in the grounds of the museum, a
group of 15 art students from Bath Spa University's Weston-
super-Mare campus staged a one-day exhibition of their
diverse work.
The museum is housed inside William Champion's 18th century
brass mill with its icehouse and windmill tower and the grottoes
were built by him. Student Miranda Litchfield, pictured with her
artwork, who organised the exhibition, said they had wanted to
take their work away from a conventional gallery space.
Cllr Howard Gawler, the Chair of South Gloucestershire
Council, toured the museum, pictured right, and formally
switched on the former Hanham Mount beacon, the focal point
of a new exhibition called Methodism: the Kingswood
Connection.
Visitors can also learn about other aspects of the Kingswood
area's local industries and social history through the ages. 
Also new on show for the first time is the culvert, pictured, that
was discovered by accident in 1997 when checking the

foundation of a wall at the historic site. The team at the museum
say they have no idea why it was built or what it was used for
and would welcome any ideas from visitors.

Mike Camm, museum chair, said: “We are very proud of the
refurbished displays, and are ready to welcome old friends and
new throughout 2015.” 
The museum in Tower Lane is now open on Tuesdays,
Saturdays and Sundays from 2pm to 5pm, and on bank holiday
weekends (including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm. Buses 42,
43 and 319 stop nearby.
Find out more at www.kingswoodmuseum.org.uk

Art at the Grotto

Mystery culvert
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Secure Storage
Take your vehicle to a safe place

Motorhomes
Caravans

Classic Cars
Undercover & Outside hardstanding

with CCTV Monitoring & Warden
Controlled Access

KEYNSHAM, BRISTOL
07789 528 540

call today for more information

Car Services

Clock Repairs

              



Directory & What’s On
Book a series

of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Carpet Fitters Computers / IT
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Carpentry

Electrical

Driveways

Dance ClassesCompost

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Chimney Sweep
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Guttering
Services
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Garden ServicesGarden Services Home Maintenance

B. D. PITT.  Grass cutting and
garden maintenance. 07761
503239.

Painting
& Decorating

Locksmiths

Home HelpGarden Services

Furniture Makers

Fitness

Electrical

             



Directory & What’s On

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets

Plumbers

Plumbers
P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry

Pet Services

Pet Services

Skip Hire

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Painting
& Decorating

Sewing Lessons

Physiotherapy

          



30 The Week in •  Thursday 9th April 2015

Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

Wedding
Photographer

Yoga

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

TV & Aerials

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Venue Hire

Storage

Stair Repairs
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Crossword Solution
P J E O C D

S A Y I N G C O U G A R
R B G H L P

S O L E H O R N P I P E
D E E A E

P Y J A M A S A B O R T
L D A L

D E R B Y A L L E R G Y
S A B U A

I C E C R E A M N O R M
H O R I E L

F E R R E T N E W B I E
W E H A S C

The Prime Minister David Cameron and Chancellor George
Osborne rolled into Emersons Green on Easter Monday to
give their support to Conservative candidates standing in
next month's election.
At an event organised at the Bristol & Bath Science Park they
met Chris Skidmore, who won the Kingswood seat at the last
election along with Jack Lopresti, who is standing again in Filton
& Bradley Stoke, Theo Clarke, the candidate for East Bristol, and

Luke Hall, who is standing in Thornbury & Yate.
And the Deputy Prime Minister Nick Clegg was in Bath on the
same day for the launch of the Bath and North East Somerset
Liberal Democrat manifesto (see page 21.)
Not to be outdone, but too late for inclusion in this week's issue,
Labour Leader Ed Milliband also came to Emersons Green on
Tuesday.  We'll have a report next week.

Party leaders head west to support
their candidates

Sudoku Solutions
1 9 5 3 6 2 7 4 8
7 3 4 5 8 9 1 6 2
6 2 8 7 4 1 9 3 5
2 7 6 4 9 8 3 5 1
8 5 1 6 7 3 4 2 9
3 4 9 2 1 5 6 8 7
5 1 7 8 3 6 2 9 4
4 8 3 9 2 7 5 1 6
9 6 2 1 5 4 8 7 3

4 8 3 2 7 1 9 5 6
2 7 5 8 6 9 4 3 1
1 6 9 5 3 4 2 8 7
9 3 2 7 8 6 5 1 4
7 1 8 4 5 3 6 9 2
5 4 6 1 9 2 8 7 3
8 2 7 3 4 5 1 6 9
3 9 1 6 2 8 7 4 5
6 5 4 9 1 7 3 2 8

2 -Hard1-Easy

The Prime Minister meets prospective Conservative MPs

Kissing babies. This time it is Chris Skidmore's daughter Clemmie
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