
The Week in
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Issue no 363FREE

3 months of roadworks on Keynsham bypass . . . page 7

Essential bridge repair work needed

MPs' support for fox hunting . . . page 8

Hunting vote issue raised again 

Concerns over Downend bus service  . . . page 15

'Lifeline' no 5 service axed

In this week’s issue ......

Read by over 30,000 people every week
19th March 2015

                           



2 The Week in • Thursday 19th March 2015

     



The Week in • Thursday 19th March 2015 3

Dirty equipment halts grandmother's
op at Southmead
A Bitton grandmother's operation was cancelled at the last
minute at Southmead Hospital because of dirty equipment.
Christine Thomas had gone into the hospital at 7am last
Thursday for a shoulder replacement and was in her gown and
all ready for surgery when at around 10am her consultant Iain
Packham broke the news to her that the operation was
cancelled.
Two pieces of equipment were not surgically clean, with Mrs
Thomas understanding that one piece had a hair attached to it,
the other a fragment of bone.
Sterilisation of equipment is not currently done at the hospital.
Instead it is sent away as the surgical sterilisation department
was not included in the first phase of the new Brunel building. It
is due to open as part of the second phase of construction. 
Mrs Thomas, of High Street, said she had been very upset at
the cancellation as she was in a lot of pain and had psyched
herself up for surgery. However, she was full of praise for the
“lovely” hospital staff. She said she would be writing to Andrea
Young, chief executive of the North Bristol NHS Trust, which
runs Southmead, to complain about what had happened. 
On Monday Dr Chris Burton, medical director of North Bristol
NHS Trust, told us: “On behalf of the trust I would like to
apologise to Mrs Thomas. We only reschedule operations as an
absolute last resort as we know how distressing and disruptive
this can be. We have robust systems in place to ensure all our
surgical equipment is cleaned and sterilised before use but on
occasion routine safety checks of the kit before the operation
can pick up specific issues which may mean it can't be used. 

“Sometimes when the equipment required is particularly
complex it is not always possible for it to be replaced at short
notice which, unfortunately, results in the operation being
rescheduled.” Dr Burton said the clinical team had been in
touch with her to rebook her operation “as quickly as possible”.
* Meanwhile a claim that GPs are being told not to refer patients
to Southmead was highlighted by a member of the public at last
Wednesday's meeting of the South Gloucestershire's Public
Health & Health Scrutiny Committee. The committee said it
would look into the claim.
Our request to regional health chiefs for a comment was
referred to NHS England but at the time of going to press, we
had not had a response.
Bed blocking problems continue to be a major problem at
Southmead. Last week figures showed 145 people were
medically fit for discharge but could not leave hospital as there
was not adequate care for them at home or in the community.

Christine Thomas



4 The Week in • Thursday 19th March 2015

Fishponds 

Unattended candle
starts fire

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.

15,000 copies are distributed through retail outlets, libraries, pubs,
community centres each week.  Verified pick-up rate of 97%.

Publisher
Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd, 8 Temple Court, Keynsham. BS31 1HA
0117 986 0381
www.theweekin.co.uk
ISSN: 2052-9767

Managing Editor Stephen Rodgers admin@theweekin.co.uk
Editorial Becky Feather 07973 839936

Christine Rogers 

Advertising Jodie Deason and Tracy Broderick
0117 986 0381
sales.theweekin@gmail.com

@theweekineditor

No material in this publication, nor its associated website
(www.theweekin.co.uk) may be reproduced without the written permission
of Keynsham & Saltford Times Ltd. All rights reserved.

The Week in

A bedroom was badly damaged by a fire which started after a
candle was left unattended at a house in Stanbury Road.
Four fire engines from Kingswood and Temple fire stations were
called after people living in the house discovered the fire. They
were able to make their way to safety before crews arrived.
Two firefighters in breathing apparatus entered the house and
used a high pressure hose reel to tackle the fire. Extensive
damage was caused to the bedroom and smoke affected other
parts of the property.
Fire investigators believe the blaze last Wednesday started
accidentally because a candle had been left unattended.
Although the property was fitted with smoke alarms it is believed
the batteries had been removed, meaning the alarm would not
activate.
A spokesman for Avon Fire & Rescue said: “Smoke alarms
provide early warning of a fire, reducing the risk of injury and
limiting the damage caused. If you have a smoke alarm the
batteries should only be removed if you have replacements
ready to install.
“Alarms should be fitted on every storey of the home and we
recommend checking them on a weekly basis.”

                 



McDonald's Drive-Thru restaurant at Aspects Leisure Park
can stay open an extra three hours longer every day,
despite local concerns about safety and noise.
The fast food giant will be able to open from 5am to 2am
instead of 6am to midnight on the condition that they provide a
detailed revised site management plan for South
Gloucestershire Council to approve, including security
measures and plans for reducing potential noise within the car
park.
Three previous applications to extend the restaurant's opening
hours - in 2007, 2008 and 2009 - were all unsuccessful. The
reason for refusal in all three related to potential generation of
noise and the impact this could have on the nearby residential
properties. McDonald's prepared a detailed noise impact
assessment for the council which summarises that there would
be no significant noise even if the Drive-Thru restaurant was to
open 24 hours a day.
The report says that people living in the area already
experience a degree of existing background noise at night time
because of the ring road and the 24-hour Asda store nearby.
A Kingsfield Lane resident outlined their fears in a letter to the
council, saying:  “The ring road is one of Bristol's most
dangerous roads with two deaths in the last six months. It would
be irresponsible to encourage traffic to enter the area when the

street lights have been turned off.
“It will also encourage people to stay on the site when most of
the other businesses are closed. It is situated in one of the high
risk areas for crime and police call-outs. Allowing this change of
hours would put extra strain on the police at what will be a busy
time, when Chasers in Kingswood and pubs in Kingswood are
closing.
“The noise levels around this area caused by drag racing and
performance cars would be increased. The point that the
opening times mean they are only closed for three hours a day
could encourage people to hang around the area for 24 hours
a day, causing an unacceptable level of disturbance in the area
to other residents.
“The smell of cooking would be admitted in the air for 21 hours
a day making it impossible for residents to have their windows
open without causing an inconvenience.”
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Longwell Green 

McDonald's wins go-ahead to open an extra
three hours daily
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Leaders at Wellsway School, where members of the
NASUWT last week took the first of a planned series of
strikes over workload, say they are “very disappointed” at
the decision to take industrial action.
The action closed the school last Wednesday - although in the
event more than 80% of staff turned up for work. 
In a letter to parents on Friday, which was also published on the
school's website, headteacher Andrea Arlidge, head of school
Simon White and chair of governors Susan Robbins said it was
a “critical time” for students preparing for public exams and they
hoped NASUWT members would “cease their action and return
to the genuine dialogue that we will continue to seek on
workload and working practices”.
Two more days of strike action were pencilled in for this week
and a further three next week but the school was hoping to
report "positive news" on talks with NASUWT.. The NASUWT
said the action had been called as a result of the “employer's
unacceptable working practices which are undermining
teachers' working conditions and professionalism”.
Wendy Exton, NASUWT National Executive member for Bristol,
said: “Teachers have no wish to disrupt pupils' education, but as
their employer has so far been unable to meet their reasonable
demands they have been left with no choice but to take this
strike action.”
The school leaders said they had not been able to open the
school last Wednesday as the NASUWT did not decide to strike

until Monday evening: “They did not tell us which teachers
would be taking strike action so we had to close the school to
ensure the safety of your children. In the event, over 80% of
staff did report in for work and we are very grateful to them.”
They said they recognised teacher workload was a real issue
across the country and at Wellsway they had been in continued
discussion with staff and their unions to find ways to reduce
workload: “At all times, however, we must ensure that we
continue to improve the standard of education your children are
receiving and minimise disruption to students preparing for
public examinations.
“As a result of these discussions, we have agreed a number of
measures that will reduce workload. Most Wellsway teachers,
including the NUT, have accepted this and we are now working
with our staff to implement them. However, we are very
disappointed that the NASUWT is still not satisfied with these
measures and is making new demands of our school in line with
their national trade disputeÉWe hope that they will cease their
action and return to the genuine dialogue that we will continue
to seek on workload and working practices. This is a critical
time for students preparing for public examinations and they
have to be our priority.”
The sticking point is reportedly the NASUWT's demand that
there should be “no more learning walks (informal monitoring
visits to classrooms) except by the headteacher who can take
no notes and can stay for no longer than 20 minutes”.  
In their letter the senior management say: “This type of informal
monitoring is standard practice in schools and is carried out by
staff with a responsibility for supporting teachers and assuring
the quality of learning experienced by your son or daughter.
They are focused on learning and progress and an essential
part of school leadership and management. We hope in our on-
going negotiation with this union to reach a sensible agreement
on this.”

This week Dave Biddleston,
secretary of Bath and
Radstock NUT, told The Week
In that his union had made
sufficient progress towards
improvements to working
conditions for members to
suspend any industrial action.
The situation will be reviewed
at a meeting on 27th April.

Keynsham 

Union strikes over workload at Wellsway
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Another rally was held in Kingswood Park last Wednesday to
highlight the ongoing wait for the minor injuries unit at
Cossham Hospital.
The campaigners then marched across the road to Kingswood
Civic Centre where several spoke at South Gloucestershire Public
Health & Health Scrutiny Committee meeting.
They included Jo McCarron, Labour's Parliamentary candidate for
Kingswood, who said the waiting time for Cossham's MIU was
currently 773 days and there was still nothing to replace it. 
She read out a letter from the Shadow Health Secretary Andy
Burnham who said it was “unbelievable” that there was still no
minor injuries service provision for Kingswood which in turn was
putting more pressure on A&E departments.
Lead campaigner Reg Bennett said the MIU was the “main
component” of the hospital and was still not in place.
And Richard Worth, Trade Unionist & Socialist Coalition candidate
for Kingswood, also spoke, saying health chiefs had “reneged” on
their promise.
South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group announced
last autumn that it wanted to trial a minor injuries service in GP
practices instead of opening an MIU, but the health committee
was concerned that would result in “inadequate provision” and
referred the CCG's plans to Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt. The
CCG has paused its plans for now while it waits for the outcome
of the referral. 
Mr Hunt has referred the matter to the Independent
Reconfiguration Panel, which advises him on contested proposals

for health service change, and expects a report by 7th April. Mrs
McCarron said Mr Hunt had the power to overturn the CCG's
decision and was delaying the process still further by asking the
IRP to advise him, leaving Kingswood people with “nothing at all”.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore was unable to attend last week's
meeting because of commitments in Westminster but he told The
Week In that he had written to panel chairman Lord Ribeiro.
He told him that following Cossham's refurbishment, part of it that
could have already been operating as a MIU still remained out of
use. 
The cost of operating an MIU at Cossham has been put at around
£800,000 a year. The CCG has said this is a “significant” cost and
it has been looking at providing minor injuries services in GP
practices instead as it might fit better with its overall plan for
improving urgent care services for the whole of South
Gloucestershire.

773 days and still waiting...
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Conservative candidates to vote
for fox hunting?
An organisation which wants to see fox hunting made legal
again is gearing up to support Conservative Party candidates in
our area standing in May's General Election.  Vote-OK was set
up following the 2004 Hunting Act which made hunting with
hounds illegal. Its aim has been to try and secure a sufficient
majority of MPs at Westminster so that a free vote could be won
on the repeal of the act.
In 2010 the Conservative Party pledged to allow this to happen
but was unable to do so as part of the Coalition as they could
not count on the support of their Lib Dem partners. Last week,
David Cameron repeated his aim to have a free vote in the
House if the Conservatives won an outright majority.
Vote-OK claims to have identified candidates who "understand
rural issues to support in a number of marginal constituencies."
Among these are Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, Filton &
Bradley Stoke's Jack Lopresti and Jacob Rees-Mogg in North
East Somerset. It supports Tory candidates through feet on the
ground - providing volunteers to for leafleting neighbourhoods,
stuffing envelopes, putting up posters and carrying out
telephone canvassing. Usually working through local hunts,
Vote-OK has political coordinators in all of the constituencies of
the MPs above as well as Thornbury & Yate (which includes
Wick and Pucklechurch) where Luke Hall is standing for the
Conservatives against LibDem Minister Steve Webb.

It's not the first time Vote-OK has been active in the area.
Members of the Beaufort Hunt were out on the streets in both
the 2005 and 2010 elections in Kingswood while Jacob Rees-
Mogg has long standing links to the Mendip Hunt which hunts
over his family's land.
In 2010, when we asked Mr Rees-Mogg and Mr Skidmore
about the Hunting Act, both expressed the view that it had been
badly drafted and was a waste of resources but neither would
be drawn on how they would vote if given the chance.  
We have asked all the Conservative candidates once again
how they would vote if given the chance to repeal the Hunting
Act. None has yet responded.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

3
5 7 6 4 2
2 8 4 6 7 9

9 5 6
1 7 5 3 9

8 1
4 8 9 7 5

2 1 4 6 8
9

5 8 3
2 6 5

9 7
2 5 8

8 4
4 5 7 8 2

5 6 9
7 4 1

4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 22nd March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Letters

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Keynsham hustings  
Dear Editor,
Many of your readers may be wondering
whether there is going to be a meeting in
Keynsham of our North East Somerset
constituency candidates before the General
Election on 7th May and will be glad to know
that Churches Together in Keynsham and
Saltford have been organising one for some
time. 
The meeting will be on Thursday 16th April in
the evening at Broadlands Academy and the
five candidates who have so far declared their
candidacy have accepted the invitation to be
present. The meeting is free and all are
welcome. 
Posters and leaflets with all details are being
widely distributed or contact us by email on
keynshamhustings@outlook.com
Julia Scott

Ludicrous plan for
woodland  
Dear Stephen,
Somewhere about June 2012 the
Snapdragons nursery was faced with the
prospect of B&NES Lib Dems setting up a
gipsy site on woodland next to Ellsbridge
House on Bath Road. 
After at first refusing to budge on this
decision, they eventually had to accept that
toddlers coming and going would not be ideal
alongside the movement of travellers'
vehicles leaving and entering the site at all
hours. The threat to Snapdragons was

removed, leaving them to run their nursery.
End of? You would think it should be wouldn't
you. I'm sure Snapdragons did. But no, nearly
three years down the line B&NES are back!
They seem intent on coursing more anxiety
with another ludicrous plan. They want to sell
the woodland for development which, if
successful, would see large lorries on site.
B&NES seem determined to sell the land,
Snapdragons are prepared to buy it. Both
parties would win, it's a no-brainer. So what is
B&NES problem other than to inflict more
misery on the staff/parents/children who
run/use this nursery. 
Have the Lib Dems learnt nothing from almost
three years ago? Or is this their last throw of
the dice to put the knife into Keynsham once
again before, hopefully, they are annihilated
come May?
John Howlett
Keynsham

A forgotten suburb  
Dear Sir,
There has been a long-time problem with the
local authority thinking Bath is a World
Heritage centre.
This has been more exacerbated by being
part of North East Somerset, which also
seems to attract all the general funding at the
expense of the Bath suburbs.
UNESCO has confirmed that Bath is a World
Heritage City and the suburbs of the city
should be treated on an equal basis as
regards their heritage. 
I have tried my best over the years to address
this situation over the years, to no avail.
One of the suggestions I have made is the
renovation and opening of the Twerton on
Avon Station and opening the EXISTING

station as a halt. With more and more
students and thousands of people living
within walking distance and no expense of
building a station, this seemed like a no-
brainer.
Instead the council put in £500,000 for a
feasibility study for Saltford - what they need
is a bypass, not a station.
We also tried to include Twerton on Avon in
the tourist arena, but were rebuffed, one head
of department of the council even said the
signs were expensive.
We have also tried to get the council to
require Network Rail to get their embankment
property, tunnels etc. up to scratch. They are
falling apart - they with the station, are
supposed to be protected structures.
William Houghton
Twerton on Avon
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Letters
MP is out of touch 
Dear Editor,
With reference to the recent comments from
Mathew Blankley (Letters) accusing Todd
Foreman (North East Somerset's Labour
candidate) of a smear campaign, I found the
www.reesmoggrecord.com very informative.
I am a constituent in this area and was most
interested to hear the out-of-touch views from
our present MP. He certainly doesn't
represent me. 'Pot calling kettle black' springs
to mind - the Tories are masters at smear
campaigns. 
Mrs M Carter 
Saltford

Demeaning democracy 
Dear Sir,
Mathew Blankley is right - how desperately
depressing that the first election leaflet
pushed through the door is a scurrilous and
infantile attack on our sitting MP. I don't agree
with much of what Jacob Rees-Mogg
espouses - his views on energy and the
environment, for example, are ill-conceived
and dangerous - but he (and we) deserve
better than this.  This sort of gutter level
electioneering insults the intelligence of the
voters and demeans our very democracy.
It may be how they do it in Kansas, Toto, but
please, please not here in North East
Somerset.
Alastair Singleton
Chewton Keynsham

A blinkered view 
Dear Sir,
I read with interest the hoo-ha surrounding
the Labour Party's leaflet attacking the record
of Jacob Rees-Mogg.
I also read with interest the very same leaflet
which dropped through my door last week. I
can only imagine Mr Barrow and the Lib Dem

candidate challenging Mr Rees-Mogg have
either received a different version or have
read it while still wearing their blinkers.
What is there below the belt about telling the
truth? Presumably, if any of the quotes or
statements Todd Foreman used were
inaccurate or defamatory, he'll be hearing
from a solicitor any time soon.  Jacob Rees-
Mogg has not been shy of courting
controversy during his time as MP so should
not be surprised that anyone, let alone one of
the challengers for his position, attacks his
record.
Mr Barrow seems to have taken umbrage at
what he feels is a personal attack and then
makes one about Todd Forman's birthright.
Rather than attack 'an American' (albeit
British citizen) for plain speaking, perhaps he
should be less 'British' about daring to say
something unpalatable about a person who
after all, claimed when elected, to be working
for us all.
A Denton

Want to sue me? Go ahead 
Dear Editor,
One of our Tory MP's local henchman,
Mathew Blankley, has written to me
personally, clearly not happy about my
support for Todd Foreman's forthright exposé
of 'Two Jobs' Jacob's right wing leanings.
Perhaps you'd be kind enough to allow me to
share this with your readers.
Mr Blankley suggests that I have implied that
Mr Rees-Mogg is racist and that he does not
work for North East Somerset. He also asks
me to define 'slander'.
I haven't implied that our current MP is racist,
though he did support a closet racist
organisation called Traditional Britain by
speaking at one of their exclusive dinner
parties in 2013.
And when I say he does not work for North
East Somerset, what I mean is when he's
trousering more than £300 an hour working
for his multi-million pound hedge fund, or
appearing on our TV screens as some kind of
celebrity - he is clearly not working for us. 

Labour opposes MPs having paid outside
interests and Todd Foreman has pledged, if
elected, he will only serve as an MP and will
not take other outside work.
As for the definition of slander, it's very
simple: written defamation is libel, spoken
defamation is slander.
So if Mr Blankity-Blankley or 'Two-Jobs' Jacob
wants to sue me (or Todd Foreman) for
slander or libel - go ahead.  But it would be
foolish because what Todd Foreman says -
and I am echoing - is fundamentally true.
Todd's done us all a service by opening our
eyes to what really makes our current neo-
Thatcherite MP tick.
Peter Sas
Radstock

Road to nowhere 
Dear Editor,
At the end of this month, the No 5 bus will
terminate its journey from Bristol at Long
Close, Oldbury Court where there is nothing.
Also, there is nowhere for the bus to turn.
I have some suggestions.
Add the original three stops and it will pick up
the isolated people at Overndale Road, travel
up Cleeve Hill to Downend village, where
there are shops and access to other routes. 
Coming back down Cleeve Hill onto
Overndale Road, this will enable the isolated
elderly to catch the bus to Fishponds to Bristol
city centre.
This forms a loop which will use the existing
bus stops (one of which is outside the toilets
in Westerleigh Road - a comfort stop for bus
drivers) and give a point to this route for the
residents of the Cleeve Wood area which
otherwise will have no bus at all.
According to the AA Route Planner, this takes
two minutes and is less than a mile yet it
would be a lifeline for everyone in the Cleeve
Wood area.
This slight alteration would mean so much to
so many.
Gerry Small
Cleeve Wood
Downend

                



Setting the record straight  
Dear Stephen,
Further to recent letters (Issue no. 360)
regarding the NHS Independent Sector
Treatment Centre (ISTC) at Emersons Green
I would like to set the record straight on a
number of the points raised.
First, it is not completely accurate to say, as M
O'Regan states ('ProNHS propaganda') that
the CCG intends to renew its contract with
Care UK. The existing contract is in fact held
by the Secretary of State and cannot be
extended or renewed. However with other
local CCGs we are carrying out a
procurement process in order to ensure that
the services currently provided through the
ISTC continue to be made available for local
people. The contract(s) will be held by the
CCGs and will be designed to reflect local
needs.
The procurement process is open to any
qualified NHS provider and/or independent
health organisation, with applicants subject to
a rigorous accreditation procedure.  This
nationally defined process is designed to
deliver the very best service and value for
money for local people. 
The same point can also be made in
response to Mr Bennett ('Waste of NHS
Funds') who states that the NHS cannot bid
for the contract(s) 'as they have no money'.
We have made clear that NHS providers as
well as independent providers will be able to
apply to become qualified to provide the
services.
Second, Mr Bennett also claims that the
contract(s), once awarded, will provide
'guaranteed profits' for the successful
contractor. This is not the case. 'Any Qualified
Provider' contracts carry no volume or value
guarantees for providers, and their revenues
will ultimately depend on patient choice, with
payments for the services provided set at the
same price as activities in acute NHS

hospitals and according to nationally
mandated tariffs.
Finally, Mr Bennett states that a downgraded
Frenchay Hospital could have 'done the same
job as Care UK' (as the current provider of the
Emersons Green ISTC) while saving £7m for
local health services. This misrepresents the
purpose of ISTCs which is to relieve pressure
on specialist acute NHS services by providing
additional capacity for routine services such
as diagnostic tests, planned operations and
outpatient appointments. 
It is worth noting that many patients have told
us they liked the care and the extra choice
provided at the Emersons Green NHS
Treatment Centre. The advantage of the
current commissioning process is that in
future the services will be commissioned
locally and can be tailored to our needs while
allowing us to continue to improve and
provide the highest possible standards for
surgery, aftercare and diagnostics.
Readers who wish to find out more about the
ISTC or to share their views on the services
it provides are encouraged to do so by
visiting the CCG's website at
www.southgloucestershireccg.nhs.uk
Dr Jonathan Hayes
Clinical Chair, NHS South Gloucestershire
CCG

Hunting for the truth  
Dear Sir,
As a member of various animal welfare
groups, I have been alarmed at press reports
recently that if the Conservative Party is
elected in May, Mr Cameron will be under
pressure from his financial backers and fellow
MPs, particularly in rural seats, to rescind the
Abolition of Hunting With Dogs Act. 
I do not believe for one moment that the
Kingswood public would be in favour of the re-
instatement of this cruel practice of dogs
being used to pursue foxes before tearing
them apart.
That being so, perhaps the Kingswood MP
Chris Skidmore can enlighten us as to why
members of the Beaufort Hunt are busy on his

behalf, delivering election leaflets? This use
of the Beaufort Hunt tramping around the
streets of Kingswood, Warmley and Hanham
etc. was initiated by a previous Tory
candidate, Mr Owen Inskip when he
challenged Roger Berry unsuccessfully in the
2005 Election.  Now they are giving a repeat
performance.
What is the deal being engineered behind the
scenes? Is there a 'scratch my back and I'll
scratch yours' plot being hatched? Deliver my
leaflets and you will get my vote on restoring
hunting with foxes and dogs? Sounds like it to
me.
Those animal lovers considering voting
Conservative in May, be careful what you are
voting for!
Mr A Cook
Kingswood

Remembering Phil Reason  
Dear Stephen,
In Issue 360 you carried an obituary to Abus
driver Phil Reason.
Last Thursday his funeral took place at
Westerleigh Crematorium and I would like,
through your
columns, to thank
the huge number of
his passengers who
attended and posted
comments on your
Facebook page.
I would also like to
express my thanks to fellow bus operators -
Bath Bus Company, Citystar, Carmel Bristol
and Dave Fricker - who all stepped in to cover
Abus services in order that Phil's fellow
drivers could attend his funeral.  Other local
operators, including  Somerbus, Centurion
and Turners, also offered assistance if it was
required.
It is very heart-warming to know that all these
people held Phil in such high regard and
again thank you for your contribution.
Alan Peters
Managing Director
Abus Limited
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Happen to (6)
8 Adaptable (6)
9 Matted fabric (4)
10 ___ ___ neighbour (4,4)
11 Windpipe (7)
13 More than once (5)
15 Boundary of shrubs (5)
17 Military unit (7)
20 A minor battle (8)
21 Indian prince (4)
23 A nationality (6)
24 Capital of Austria (6)

Down
1 A border (4)
2 A plan (6)
3 False oral statement (7)
4 A thermosetting resin (5)
5 Opening in a wall (6)
6 Imposed (8)
12 Right over left, left over right (4,4)
14 Filed record (7)
16 Rodent (6)
18 Outdoor area (6)
19 Supple (5)
22 Summer month (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Happen to (6)7
Adaptable (6)8
Matted fabric (4)9
___ ___ neighbour (4,4)10
Windpipe (7)11
More than once (5)13
Boundary of shrubs (5)15
Military unit (7)17
A minor battle (8)20
Indian prince (4)21
A nationality (6)23
Capital of Austria (6)24

Down

A border (4)1
A plan (6)2
False oral statement (7)3
A thermosetting resin (5)4
Opening in a wall (6)5
Imposed (8)6
Right over left, left over right (4,4)12
Filed record (7)14
Rodent (6)16
Outdoor area (6)18
Supple (5)19
Summer month (4)22

Letters
Making work pay 
Dear Editor,
With just seven weeks to go until the General
Election on 7th May, this week the Chancellor
will deliver his final pre-election budget.  One
thing which I would like to see the Chancellor
offer is greater progress towards paying all
workers at least a living wage, which is the
amount that anyone needs to live decently
through full-time work.  
Currently the national minimum wage is £6.50
per hour, while the living wage is £7.85 per
hour.  One of the proudest achievements of
the last Labour Government was to introduce
the National Minimum Wage and promoting a
living wage is the next logical step. The Living
Wage Foundation says that “work should be
the surest way out of poverty” and I couldn't
agree more. Paying a living wage makes
sense for taxpayers, as it reduces the need
for benefits.  And increasing wages at the
bottom end of the scale can help stimulate the
economy locally, as people on low incomes
tend to spend most of their wages, putting
money back into the economy.  A living wage
will help open up opportunities for financial
independence for young people.

So what can Government do to promote the
living wage, and to make work pay?  Labour
has several policies which will help.  The next
Labour Government will raise the minimum
wage to £8 per hour by 2020, which will help
narrow the gap between the living wage and
the minimum wage. Labour will also give tax
breaks to firms that choose to pay the living
wage.  Labour will give incentives to firms to
pay the living wage through the Government's
process of awarding contracts to private
companies.  And a Labour Government will
require listed companies to publicly report
whether they pay the living wage.
A living wage for a fair day's work is an idea
whose time has long since come, and I hope
that voters will choose a Government on 7th
May that is committed to making work pay.
Todd Foreman
Labour Parliamentary Candidate for North
East Somerset

Shedding light on litter
problem 
Dear Stephen,
I understand that Keynsham Town Council is
considering  funding the lighting for the
skatepark in the Memorial Park so it can be
used later in the evenings.  
As I walk past this skatepark regularly I

realise how well used it is but sadly there is
always a large amount of litter all around it,
despite several litter bins strategically placed
nearby.  
The council workmen do a good job in picking
up litter regularly but they are unable to keep
up with the large amount dropped every day
and particularly in the evenings.
I suggest that the council says that it will
consider funding the lighting once this area is
clear of litter for perhaps a couple of months.
Perhaps this could serve as an incentive! 
Hazel Powe, Keynsham

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

               



The Week in • Thursday 19th March 2015 13

     



14 The Week in •  Thursday 19th March 2015

Three months
of roadworks
on Keynsham
bypass
Essential work to repair the Durley Lane bridge on the A4
Keynsham bypass began this week and is scheduled to take
three months, with some temporary overnight road closures.
Advance safety barrier repair works took place last week along
the A4 during off-peak hours.
B&NES Council said it scheduled the re-waterproofing work to
start only once repair work had finished on the landslip-hit A431,
the other main route between Bristol and Bath, which was
closed for nine months last year.
Cllr Caroline Roberts, Cabinet Member for Transport, said:  “We
recognise this is a major route into Bath and our engineers have
devised a programme of works designed to minimise
inconvenience to the travelling public.
“The initial work will involve overnight lane closures. Following
this, a contraflow will be put into operation to maintain traffic
flow.”
All works are being carried out on the A4 and access will be
maintained for Durley Lane which passes underneath the
bypass. 
The council said that cross-overs on the central reserve would
be constructed and safety barriers put in place before work
could begin on the re-waterproofing.
Traffic is being diverted onto contraflow lanes to enable the
removal of the existing carriageway surfacing to expose the
bridge deck. The waterproofing material will then be replaced
and the road over the bridge resurfaced. The works will then be
repeated on the other side of the dual carriageway.
Ther are signs warning drivers of the roadworks at either end of
the bypass, at Hicks Gate and Broadmead roundabouts.
The work will involve some temporary road closures which will
be overnight from midnight to 6am. Dates will be dependent on
work progress and weather conditions.
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Downend  

90-year-old losing bus service he relies on
A 90-year-old Downend man who has partial sight fears he
will be housebound by the loss of the number 5 bus at the
end of March.
As Norman Cullimore lives just a few metres from the bus stop on
Overndale Road he uses the service regularly, as do several
other elderly people living in the area.
From 29th March, the No 5 from Bristol city centre will cease to
run as far as Emersons Green and will instead terminate at
Oldbury Court. The change is part of a big timetable shake-up by
First across the Bristol area network aimed at improving the
punctuality and reliability of the buses.
Mr Cullimore uses the service to get to his bank and post office in
Fishponds as well as for shopping and to get to appointments at
the eye hospital in Bristol.
His neighbour took him to South Gloucestershire Council's Chase
Area Forum at Kingswood Civic Centre last Monday where he
said that the first he knew about the withdrawal of the service was
when neighbours told him that a sign had gone up on the bus
stop. 
“I had to be told as I cannot see it,” he said. “I am not very
impressed with First bus company. I have lived in this house since
1958 and I have never been as stuck as I'm going to be now.”
He says that walking up the hill to the shops in Downend is out of
the question and he cannot safely get to other bus stops which
involve crossing roads.
Other people also raised the issue at the meeting, with one
woman calling it “a lifeline for many elderly people”.
The forum agreed to ask the council's public transport team to
liaise with First about the removal of the service.
First said: “While there may be concern regarding the loss of a
service between Fishponds and Emersons Green, a number of
alternatives will be provided for people in this area.  Specifically
the outer section of present Service 5 route, between Bromley
Heath and Emersons Green, will be covered by a new Service
X48. This will operate between the Lyde Green Science Park and
the city centre travelling via Bromley Heath, the ring road and the
M32 and will run every half an hour during the daytime.  People
in Emersons Green will also retain access to Services 18, 48 and
49. 
“People in Fishponds living close to the route of Service 5 will
have access to other services that operate in the area. 
"While we understand why Mr Cullimore is concerned regarding
the loss of Service 5, the change to this route is necessary to
make it more punctual and reliable, and more financially

sustainable in the long run. 
“We have done what we can to communicate the detail of the
changes to all those who are likely to be affected by it, but will
gladly take on board any feedback people have if they feel we
could have done more to target particular groups of people along
the route. There are alternative bus services operating in the
vicinity of Overndale Road, which while not offering a direct
replacement for Service 5, will allow people to connect with other
local shopping destinations.
“For instance Service 319 passes along Cleeve Hill in Downend,
providing links to Downend, Staple Hill and Kingswood, while
Services 47 and 48 use Downend Road and provide links to and
from Bristol city centre amongst other destinations.”
See also Letters page 10

Courtyard Clinic
We would like to thank all our clients, past and present who
have received podiatry, hypnotherapy or reiki treatment at
Courtyard Clinic, Temple Court, Keynsham.
The clinic will be closing at the end of March.
Podiatry is relocating to St Augustine's Surgery, Saltford -
Sarah Day  0117 9865210
Hypnotherapy and reiki  are still available in Keynsham - Julia
Croft  0117 9865201

Norman Cullimore, 90, and his wife Gwen, 85
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant
advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

Mentoring scheme to help
more people get into work
MP Chris Skidmore has launched the Kingswood
Mentoring Scheme following the success of the 10 job fairs
he has organised in the constituency in recent years.
The eight-week scheme will see people looking for work
matched up with mentors from a range of companies who can
offer one-to-one help and advice on finding a job.
The mentors, pictured with Mr Skidmore, are, Chris Smith, of
Marshfield Bakery, Katie Alleyne, from CDL in Warmley, Dave
Lake, of Kingswood LED traffic light production company Dok
Tek Systems, Tom Wiltshire, of Raymarsh Ford Accountants in

Kingswood, Toby Savage, from PR firm the Remarkable Group
and employment coach Liz Andrews, along with Wayne Mundy,
from Kingswood Jobcentre.

Kingswood  

Volunteering fair
A volunteering fair will take place from 10am to noon on
Wednesday 25th March at The Park Centre in High Street.
People are invited to drop in and find about roles that start
from just a couple of hours a week.
As well as helping others, volunteering can help enhance
your CV, skills and job opportunities, and is a chance to
meet new people, make new friends and improve social
skills.
Organisations that will be there include the Volunteer
Centre Kingswood, the Chase & Kings Forest Community
Project, the Milestones Trust, South Gloucestershire Age
UK, Leonard Cheshire Disability, Kingsmeadow Community
Flat, Silverlinks and WE Care & Repair.
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Keynsham  

Shop unit to
be new home
for Time Out
B&NES Council has pressed ahead regardless with plans to
use one of the Market Walk retail units as the new home for
its TimeOut youth service. Last week, the council planning
department granted the council property services
division's request for change of use for one of the two
lower units facing Bath Hill.
Hailed by Cllr David Bellotti, the Cabinet member responsible
for the Civic Centre development debacle, as a “kick start for
Keynsham's economic regeneration” the 12 retail units were
completed last autumn as council staff moved into the new
offices above.  
Four months later and still with just the two anchor sites
occupied, B&NES has now decided there is “scope for some of
the other approved units to be alternative town centre uses
(other than retail) which will contribute towards the vitality and
viability of the town centre”.
The council employed a firm of consultants to put forward the
case for changing the designated use of the site from A1-4
(retail/services/catering) to D1-2 (community use) which was
granted last week. Last summer, Stockwood based photography
studio Eyeconic had reached outline agreement with the
marketing agents to rent both of the units on Bath Hill, only to be
told subsequently that one of them had been earmarked for the
council's own use.
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Is it necessary for a design business such as Truly Bespoke to
have a showroom? Business owner Zoe Wilkins thinks not. She
has taken the decision to concentrate on home-based
consultations and is in the process of converting her beloved
camper van into a mobile showroom/office.
“Being bespoke it would be impossible to demonstrate every
possible furniture style in a showroom. I can better gauge my
client's personality and lifestyles by visiting their home,” she
says.
Zoe can bring samples and her extensive portfolio of 'real'
projects to you. She also has a network of clients locally willing
to show the rooms she installed so you can see her furniture in
a working situation and speak to them about their experience.
If you're looking for a Truly Bespoke new kitchen, bedroom or
bathroom, give her a call.

With temperatures warming up and the clocks going
forward on 29th March, now is a good time to give your
home and garden a good 'spring clean'.
After a long winter, it's the natural time to blow away the dust
and cobwebs, to have a good clear-out - and if you're thinking
of moving, it's a key time to put your property on the market.
Getting rid of clutter will make cleaning a lot easier. Turn out
kitchen cabinets and defrost the freezer, getting rid of anything
that's out of date. Similarly in the bathroom dispose safely of
anything that's past its use-by date.
Tackle the depths of the under-stairs cupboard and clear out
your wardrobe, getting rid of clothes, shoes and accessories
you know deep down you'll never wear, along with anything
that's damaged and can't be fixed.
Items that are in reasonable condition can be sold on eBay or
passed on to friends who might look better in them.
Alternatively take stuff to your favourite charity shop. 
This season is also a good time to get carpets, curtains and
sofas cleaned, and to clean windows both inside and out. And
remember to check batteries in the fire alarm and get a carbon
monoxide alarm if you don't already have one. 
Freshen up the paintwork if it's a bit tired looking, particularly
the front door and entrance hall if you're thinking about selling.
Once the spring cleaning is complete, new additions, such as

cushions, pictures, lighting and bed linen, are a good way to
refresh the look and feel of your home.
Moving outside, clear out gutters and sheds and tidy up flower
beds and borders. Fix anything
that's broken, like fence
panels, and give your garden
furniture and patio or decking a
good clean to remove any
lichen, fungi or moss.
Feeding the grass with a lawn
fertiliser and overseeding it -
sowing new grass seed into
the existing lawn - can really
rejuvenate it after the winter
months.
You can give the lawn its first
mow of the season this month
- remember to set the cutting
height to the highest setting.
And for instant spring colour in the garden, plant up window
boxes and pots.

Design service that's
on the move

Spring into operation
HOMES & GARDENS
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Youngsters in Cadbury Heath and beyond will soon have a brand
new skatepark. 
Construction is well under way on the £100,000+ facility at
Warmley Golf Course and weather permitting it is hoped it could be
open in time for the Easter holidays.
The new park has been designed by local skaters Dan Lacey and
Tom Muir and will be suitable for all wheeled sports including
skateboards, BMX bikes, scooters and rollerblades.
And it will be named in memory of local youth worker John
Dowding who died at the end of December of pneumococcal
meningitis.
Conservative councillors for Parkwall Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin
handed in a petition to South Gloucestershire Council over four
years ago with more than 300 signatures from local people.
They earmarked £50,000 from the pot of council money brought in
by the sale of council houses to Merlin in 2007. The rest of the
money is being found from Section 106 contributions by developers
of larger sites in the Kingswood area for social and community
projects.
Cllr Barrett said: “I am delighted with this result. Tony and I have
been pushing for so long now for this skate park, but we are now
only weeks away from it opening.
“We have a lot of talented young skaters in our area and I'm
pleased they will soon have somewhere on their doorstep to go
and do what they love.”

There will be a Big Brew in aid of Traidcraft at Unity Oldland
Methodist Church in West Street this Saturday, 21st March, from
10am to noon.
Traidcraft works for trade justice for growers and producers in
the poorest countries around the world. 
From January until 3rd April, the UK Government is doubling
every pound donated to the charity's Fair Necessities appeal so
any money given will reach twice as many smallholder farmers
and their families.

Concerns about the safety of people using the double mini-
roundabout at the junction of Westerleigh Road and Peache
Road were raised at the Chase Area Forum meeting last week.
The meeting heard from a concerned resident that there are
near misses there every day and he feared there could be a
serious or even fatal accident.
He said that there were blind approaches to the junction and
that drivers drive over the roundabouts, rather than around
them.

He suggested it would be cheap to change it into a single
roundabout.
But a highways engineer said the junction had been there a long
time, had a good safety record in terms of injury accidents and
it was not possible to “just plonk a large roundabout into a
junction like that”.

Skatepark set to
open soon

Oldland Common 

Raise a cuppa for charity

Downend 

Safety concerns over
double mini-roundabout

Tony Olpin, Dan Lacey and Tom Muir
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The first winner of the Specsavers Community Champion
award popped in to the Keynsham branch last week to
collect her new glasses.
Clare Hudson, chair of Community@67 in Keynsham, was
nominated by fellow volunteers for her work over the last five
years in getting the resource up and running.
Community@67 was born out of the post office and
convenience store on Queens Road which closed in 2010. It
offers a wide range of facilities for all ages in the local
community, from an after-school maths club, an internet cafe,
Scrabble and book clubs, and a food cooperative.
As the first winner chosen from nomination by Specsavers in
Keynsham, Clare had an eye test and a new pair of glasses, as
well as lunch at Pomegranate on Temple Street after her first
visit.
Nominations are now open for the spring award so if you know
anyone in your neighbourhood who goes the extra mile or who
selflessly volunteers to do that others don't, complete the

coupon below and return it to us at The Week In by Friday 10th
April.  
Alternatively, send an email to admin@theweekin.co.uk with
your nomination and a few lines about why you think they
deserve to be recognised.

Clare wins first Specsavers award

Specsavers' Richard Alexander with Clare Hudson

         



Money donated at the funeral of Longwell Green Stroke
Club member Bernard Whittaker will pay for a day out for
everyone at the group.
Bernard, who was 77, was born in Oxford and moved to
Kingswood after he married his wife Barbara, who was born in
the town. A great football fan, he and his friend Cliff would travel
to Oxford to watch all their home games.
After he had a stroke, Bernard joined the Longwell Green Stroke
Club, which meets at Longwell Green Community Centre on
Tuesday afternoons, and was a regular member.
The collection taken at his funeral at Westerleigh Crematorium
on 25th February came to £1,392.96 and the club would like to
thank everyone who donated.

Bernard's wife Barbara, a volunteer at the Stroke Club, gives the
cheque to group organiser John Harris
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Five transport improvements schemes have been selected
from a long priority list by members of South
Gloucestershire Council's Chase Area Forum.
£50,000 will be spent extending traffic calming in Tenniscourt
Road in Kingswood between the fire station and Anchor Road.
In Pleasant Road in Staple Hill, £33,000 has been allocated for
a pedestrian refuge, dropped kerbs and a new footway at the
junction with Pendennis Road.
A raised pedestrian crossing costing £32,000 will be built at
Quakers Road outside Bromley Heath Infant and Junior
schools.
A guardrail and other safety measures costing £19,500 will be
installed at the Bridge Road/Fairlyn Drive junction in
Mangotsfield, where there have been concerns about the
number of lorry movements.
And a no U-turn restriction, aimed at taxis, and costing just over
£7,000 to implement, will be brought in at the Regent Street
junction with Moravian Road in Kingswood.
Councillors were also asked to select their top traffic schemes
for investigation and chose measures to make the A420 junction
with Grimsbury Road in Kingswood safer, speed reduction
measures in Holly Hill Road in Kingswood and a footway
widening project near Stanbridge Primary School in Downend.

Priority traffic
schemes chosen

A day out on Bernard
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One of the thousands of runners who completed the Bath
Half Marathon earlier this month was a large pink former
TV celebrity with yellow polka dots. 'Mr Blobby' came out
of retirement to complete the 13.1 mile route cheered on by
chants of 'Blobby, Blobby, Blobby' and bemused looks
from children too young to remember.
Inside the inflatable plastic suit was 24-year-old Ruby
Nicholson-Pallett, from Saltford. By day, a nurse at the Royal
United Hospital in Bath, she decided to sign up for the Bath Half
to raise money for the charity Eating Stones, run by Christopher

Ferry, who divides his time
between working as a nurse
and running a school, clinic
and orphanage for 60
children in Kenya.
With the race day fast
approaching, Ruby found
herself still short of the £300
target she had set herself to
raise so decided to do
something different to
attract more attention,
rescuing the old costume
bought for a themed
birthday party in the 1990s.
With Mr Blobby's help she

managed to get the figure pledged up to £500.
Getting around the course in a plastic suit, kept inflated by a
small electric fan, was not without its challenges. “I find it hard
enough running the distance, let alone in a plastic inflatable suit
that's clearly not been designed with athletics in mind," she told
The Week In. 
"When I saw how much people had donated though, I knew I
had to do it. There was no question of walking or taking it easy
either, I donned the costume and ran all the way.”
Find out more about the Eating Stones Foundation at
www.eatingstones.co.uk and contribute to Ruby's collection at
uk.virginmoneygiving.com/RubyNicholsonPallett.

Mr Blobby runs half-marathon for charity
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From the end of this month passengers travelling between
Keynsham and Bristol will have more choice when bus
operators Abus and First will accept each other's tickets on
services 38, 39, X39, 178 and 349.
It means that holders of valid FirstWeek, FirstMonth and
FirstYear tickets will be able to travel freely on Abus' buses for
journeys between Bristol and Keynsham, while Abus ticket
holders will be able to use their return tickets on First's buses as
well. 
This will help both companies deal with peak-time loadings,
which means people can take the first available bus to their
destination, rather than having to wait for a specific operator's
bus.  
The changes come into force on 29th March, the same day that
Abus' service 349 is amended slightly to follow the same route
as First's service 38, beginning and terminating at Bristol Bus
Station (instead of using stops on The Horsefair and Union
Street). 
This change means bus users travelling between Bristol and
Keynsham will have greater choice between the two services,
knowing that they'll both stop in the same places. 

Kingswood Heritage Museum is offering people a sneak preview
of its refurbished exhibitions before it reopens to the general
public in April. 
The event is on 21st
March at 2pm and
includes a tour of the
museum and light
refreshments. Entry is £5
and is open to everyone.
The new displays
include an enhanced view of the importance of Methodism in the
area, and the contribution of John Wesley and George Whitfield.
The preview will feature a talk by Rev David Weeks, of the New
Room in Bristol, on the subject of Methodism: the Kingswood
Connection.
The New Room became the first Methodist building in the world
after John Wesley laid the foundation stone in 1739.
From 4th April the museum will be open on Saturdays and
Sundays from 2pm to 5pm, and on bank holiday weekends
(including Mondays) from 11am to 5pm. 
It is located in the former Champion Brass Works, at Tower
Lane, Warmley. The 42, 43 and 319 bus services stop nearby.

More choice for
passengers

Warmley 

Sneak preview of
refurbished museum
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Funny faces for Comic Relief
Pupils and staff at St Keyna Primary School in Keynsham and
the Meadows Primary School in Bitton were among those
raising money for Comic Relief on Red Nose Day. 
Specsavers opticians in Keynsham supplied the schools with

the official red comedy specs, complete with their hair-raising
eyebrows. Costing £3 a pair, £1 went to Comic Relief and £1 to
the respective schools.

A sell-out concert by the Staple Hill Salvation Army has
raised £7,825 for the Kenya Trust towards a new school.
The band was joined by the Gloucester Salvation Army Choir
and guest soloist Phil Webb for the concert in Staple Hill on
7th March.
Over the past 15 years the Kenya Trust has spent almost
half a million pounds rebuilding and refurbishing schools,
building medical centres and installing water, power and
sanitary facilities to Salvation Army social centres.
The trust is currently raising money to help fund the
rebuilding of a Salvation Army school in Tharaka and the
Staple Hill concert was the launch event.
The existing school is made of mud bricks and has no water,
electricity or sanitary facilities. 

The skies will grow dark tomorrow (Friday) when the moon
passes between the sun and the earth and casts a deep shadow
over the earth's surface.
The Eclipse in the Park event is being organised by the Friends
of Kingswood Park from 8.45am to 9.45am. The partial eclipse
is due at 9.28am.
The further north you go, the more complete the eclipse will be.
In Bristol it will be 86%.
Remember to only look at the sun through an approved solar
filter.
The next similar eclipse will not take place over Britain until 12th
August 2026. 

Thousands of pounds worth of grants were handed out at last
week's meeting of the Chase Area Forum. They included
community grants for a wide range of organisations including
the organisers of the annual Christmas on the Hill event in
Staple Hill, who got £1,800, while the Mangotsfield Village
Festival Committee received £1,000.
Sporting groups to benefit included Frenchay Cricket & Sports
Club, which secured £810 for ground improvements, Downend
Cricket Club, which got £1,500 towards new bowling machines,
and Pomphrey Hill Community Sports Association which was
given £750 towards projects including promoting their activities.
Avon Frome Partnership was awarded £2,100 for benches and
interpretation panels on the Bristol & Bath Railway Path while
Kingswood District Scout Council was given £1,000 to increase
numbers including in Cadbury Heath. 
Our Place Community Flat in Staple Hill received £3,953 and
Staple Hill Regeneration Project got £2,000 towards their
respective running costs.
Downend and Bromley Heath in Bloom got £2,500 for providing
floral displays while Kingsway Dance Club received £600
towards staging events.
The Park Centre in Kingswood was awarded £2,666 to help
improve its IT facilities for community use while the Kingswood
Bus Project was granted £1,288 towards it work reaching out to
young people in need and Bromley Heath WI Community Choir
secured £600 towards its running costs. 
Councillors also handed out £2,900 for the Chase & Kings
Forest Community Project's One World Group and £1,500
towards running costs at the Kingsmeadow Community Flat. 
The 37th Kingswood Scout Group was given a £2,400
contribution towards insurance costs, Chiphouse Area
Neighbourhood Watch was awarded £600 towards its
newsletter, the Friends of Page Park's Green Skills Project got
£2,127 and the Friends of Lincombe Barn Park & Woods
received £374 for woodland management days. 

Sell-out concert
raises almost £8k
for new school

Eclipse in the Park Community grants awarded
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Planning Applications  

     



Building Services Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Clock Repairs

Computers / IT
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Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

        



Directory & What’s On

Furniture Makers

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Dentists

Electrical

Driveways

Compost

Fitness

Fitness

Garden Services

Garden Services

         



Directory & What’s On

Pallets

Painting
& Decorating

Guttering
Services

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

LogsHypnotherapy

Locksmiths

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance
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Garden Services

Personal

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Joinery

             



Directory & What’s On
Pest Control

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry

Pet Services

Storage

Skip Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Stair Repairs
TV & Aerials

Taxis
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Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal Waste Disposal Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

A new range of frozen ready meals created by Slimming
World in association with Iceland are now available in
stores. 
The range is based on the slimming organisation's Food
Optimising eating plan and the meals come in generous
portions. 
Amy Baker, a Slimming World consultant who runs the group at
Keynsham Baptist Church on Thursdays, said: “Slimming
World's goal is to help members develop new healthy eating
habits and a new relationship with food, away from high-fat,
high-calorie fast foods. 
Members who follow the weight-loss programme learn to satisfy
their appetite on foods that are the lowest in energy density
(calories per gram). Slimming World calls these 'Free Foods'
and they include poultry, fish, lean meat, eggs, pulses, pasta,
rice, potatoes, fruit, vegetables and fat-free dairy products. 
The range of ready meals includes Chicken Tikka Masala,
Sweet Potato Curry, and Meatballs and Pasta with a Spicy
Tomato Sauce.  Priced at £3 each, every meal has the recipe
printed on the packaging too as Slimming World members are
encouraged to cook from scratch. 

Slimmers rush
to Iceland For their meeting on 7th April Kingswood History Society

members will hear a fascinating presentation about the late
Mary Petre Bruce, who for many years lived in Bradford on
Avon. 
During her long life she was famous for many achievements -
the first female winner of the Monte Carlo Rally and the first
woman to fly solo around the world, with many speed records on
land, water and in the air to her credit. 
The society meets on the first Tuesday of each month at 7.30pm
in Room 4 at the Park Centre, Kingswood High Street, (opposite
the Civic Centre), with parking in Hollow Road. Find out more at
www.kingswoodhistorysociety.org, email Dennis Noble at
dn007g9122@blueyonder.co.uk or just go along to a meeting.
The cost is £2.50 per visit which includes tea or coffee and
biscuits. Annual subscription costs £20. 

Kingswood 

Talk on Mary Bruce

Yoga

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

                      



Sudoku Solutions

9 4 1 2 7 5 8 3 6
5 7 6 3 8 9 1 4 2
2 3 8 4 6 1 7 9 5
8 9 3 1 4 2 5 6 7
6 1 2 7 5 3 9 8 4
7 5 4 8 9 6 2 1 3
4 8 9 6 2 7 3 5 1
3 2 5 9 1 4 6 7 8
1 6 7 5 3 8 4 2 9

5 9 8 7 6 4 3 1 2
2 4 7 8 3 1 9 6 5
1 3 6 9 2 5 8 4 7
9 7 2 1 5 6 4 8 3
3 8 1 4 9 2 7 5 6
4 6 5 3 7 8 1 2 9
8 5 3 6 4 9 2 7 1
7 2 4 5 1 3 6 9 8
6 1 9 2 8 7 5 3 4

2 -Hard1-Easy
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Crossword Solution
M T S E W E

B E F A L L P L I A N T
T C A O N F

F E L T N E X T D O O R
I D Y O R

T R A C H E A T W I C E
E R A E

H E D G E B R I G A D E
F E L C A

S K I R M I S H R A J A
N B T I D U

P O L I S H V I E N N A
T L E E N E

South Gloucestershire Council's road safety education team
have been visiting local schools this month with an exciting
cycle safety presentation.
Aimed at pupils in Years 4 to 6, the presentation featured the
M.A.D bike stunt display team showcasing their stunt display
skills. Students also had an opportunity to ask questions and
discuss road safety concerns. 
The team highlighted the importance of safety and wearing a
helmet, and also talked about how much time they've spent
training to achieve their skill level. This was followed by a
commentary on why riding a bike is so good for you, focusing on
the benefits and health aspects.
Schools taking part included St Stephen's C of E Junior in
Soundwell, Courtney Primary and Beacon Rise Primary in
Kingswood, Hanham Abbots Junior, Barrs Court Community
Primary, Pucklechurch C of E Primary, Barley Close Community
Primary in Mangotsfield, Emersons Green Primary, Stanbridge
Primary in Downend and Bromley Heath Junior.
The M.A.D team also encouraged students to sign up for free
Bikeability cycle safety awareness courses which improve
students' on-road riding abilities and aim to make them more
road aware. Courses are available during school time and also
during the school holidays.

Anyone interested is invited to join a guided walk of Siston
Common this Saturday, 21st March, from 10am to 12.30pm. 
The walk is being led by the Gloucestershire Farming and
Wildlife Advisory Group, supported by South
Gloucestershire Council.
The aim is for the local community to highlight local issues
and discuss the possibility of restoring the commons, the
wildlife habitats and waterways.  This will help South
Gloucestershire Council, local residents and other partners
to work together towards developing a plan of sustainable
management for the commons in Siston parish.
The start point is the Horseshoe pub car park.

Work on a brand new £6.2m fire station at Hicks Gate was
starting this week.
The chairman of Avon Fire Authority, Cllr Terry Walker, was due
to cut the turf at the site at Durley Hill on Tuesday to mark the
start of the nine-month project.
The new station is part of Avon Fire & Rescue Service's
Investing for the Future programme. Three new stations are
being built at Hicks Gate, Temple Back and Filton, as well as a
new headquarters and Kingswood Fire Station reopened last
month after a £1.6m refurbishment.  It has merged with
Speedwell Fire Station which has closed.
Cllr Walker said: “The regeneration of Keynsham town centre
meant we needed to move Keynsham Fire Station. This has
provided us with an opportunity to amalgamate the part-time
station at Keynsham and Brislington fire station, which will both
close, into a new whole-time fire station at Hicks Gate.”

Highlighting cycle
safety to pupils

Works starts on £6.2m
fire station at Hicks Gate

Siston 

Guided walk

The M.A.D stunt display team
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