
The Week in
East Bristol & North East Somerset

Issue no 362FREE

Communities devastated by Becky murder . . . pages 6 & 7

Shock at death of St George teenager

Reprieve for Warmley pub building . . . page 14

No to demolition of the Station Master 

Council elections in May  . . . page 24

What chance for independent candidates?

In this week’s issue ......

Read by over 30,000 people every week
12th March 2015

                           



2 The Week in • Thursday 12th March 2015

     



The Week in • Thursday 12th March 2015 3

Staple Hill 

Railway path to remain closed
until 'late spring'
With the bridge replacement works at Teewell Hill taking
longer than anticipated, the council says that for safety
reasons, the railway path that goes underneath will remain
closed until the “late spring”. 
Essential work began last October on the bridge and the Bristol
to Bath Railway Path was only scheduled to close for
approximately eight weeks.
“We apologise unreservedly for the disruption caused to cyclists
and walkers using the path,” a council spokesperson said last
week. “We have now completed three of the four concrete
foundations which form the corner supports which will hold the
new bridge in place. 
“The other concrete foundation required an additional
temporary access platform to be created, which we did not
anticipate at the planning stage and as a result has had a
knock-on effect on the timescale of the build. However, this
platform has now been built and we are now able to carry out
the necessary work to complete this final corner support.
“Signs are in place at either end of the construction site to keep
people informed of the progress and the existing diversion route
is still in operation. There is also a sign which has been in place
since the start of the build which refers to work taking place for
48 weeks. This is the timescale for the overall project and does
not refer to the closure of the cycle path.

“We have considered all the available options, including
partially opening the site during peak commuter hours, however
because this is a construction site with heavy plant machinery
in place, frequent deliveries and building work taking place, it
would not be safe to have the site open to cyclists and walkers
at the same time. 
“As the site is exposed to the elements, there is also a daily
build-up of mud and dust which would not be pleasant to cycle
or walk through. Having weighed up all the options, we will
continue to keep the construction site closed, for safety
reasons, until the work is completed.”
When the path reopens, all of the bridge foundations will have
been completed and the new arch extensions lifted into place.
There may be some short-term closures especially when the
new bridge is lowered into position but the council says it will
schedule this work to take place outside of peak commuter
times to avoid more disruption to people using the path.
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The Week in

The Lord Mayor of Bristol Cllr Alistair Watson opened the St
George Community Fair held at St Aidan's Church and Church
Hall on Saturday.
Lots of local community groups were represented, as well as
local churches.
It was also a chance for people to meet local councillors, police
and neighbourhood council officers and to find out more about
Bristol being the European Green Capital this year. 

                 



More than four months after the new Civic Centre became
operational, confusion still surrounds several aspects of
the development while it has emerged some of the budget
was diverted last year to help pay for the emergency
repairs to the A431 road at Kelston. 
According to three of the Keynsham Conservative councillors
on B&NES Council, £800,000 was taken from the contingency
budget for the £34m following the devastating landslip last
February which closed the road for nine months.
Meanwhile, the highways works on Bath Hill which were
suspended last year after the contractor went into
administration started again last month and eyebrows have
been raised at the way the road width is being narrowed. 
In Temple Street, the location of the only pedestrian crossing
provided to access the new development has also been
controversial. We reported previously that the highways officers
at the council were reluctant to reconsider the decision even
though pedestrians continue to cross the road at its shortest
point, putting their safety at risk in doing so. Last week, it
appeared that Temple Street was to be dug up once again,
requiring temporary one-way traffic lights.  At this point, the light
controlled crossing was removed.  In a letter to The Week In,
councillors Gerrish, Hale and Simmons say they are continuing
to meet with highways officials in the hope that a more sensible
outcome can be forthcoming.

As far as Market Walk is concerned, we understand that
another unit will be occupied next month by a cafe/restaurant
but there is no official news on the other vacant units. There is,
however, no shortage of safety barriers in Market Walk,
something which wasn't part of the plan.  
Despite the growing concerns over pedestrian safety, in a
recent Freedom of Information request to B&NES as to the
number of reported falls in the vicinity of Market Walk, the
answer received was nil. There have, however, been two
reported falls in Temple Street, close to the One Stop Shop.
Last year, Alan Hale himself, fell on the steps outside the Bonzo
Lounge while investigating a complaint from a resident. As a
result of bringing this to the council's attention, an
announcement was made in January that handrails were to be
fitted.
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Market Walk four months on - it wasn't meant to look like this

Keynsham 

Town centre concerns
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The tragic story of 16-year-old St George student Becky
Watts has touched people around the world, but none more
so than the communities directly affected here in east
Bristol. 
Following a tip-off to detectives, Becky's dismembered body
was found at a house in Barton Hill on Monday 2nd March.
Her stepbrother Nathan Matthews has been charged with her
murder, the 28-year-old delivery driver giving his address in
court as Hazelbury Drive in Warmley.
His girlfriend Shauna Hoare, also known as Phillips, of Cotton
Mill Lane, has been charged with intending to pervert the cause
of justice. The 21-year-old is a former pupil at the Grange
School in Warmley.
Twins Karl Demetrius and Donovan Demetrius, both 29, and
Jaydene Parsons, 23, all of Barton Court, and James Ireland,
23, of Richmond Villas, Avonmouth, have all been charged with
assisting an offender. A fifth person, a 23-year-old man, was
released without charge.
All six defendants are in custody and due to appear at Bristol
Crown Court on 26th March.
Their arrests came after a long hunt for Becky, a shy teenager
who was studying at KTS Training in Fishponds and who had
last been seen at her Crown Hill home on 19th February. 
The search for her involved dedicated teams of officers from
Avon & Somerset police who were joined by colleagues from

other regional forces as well as by hundreds of local people
keen to help. 
Areas investigated included Troopers Hill nature reserve, the
lake in St George Park, Avonview Cemetery, Vassals Park in
Fishponds, and the Royate Hill allotments. The family house in
Crown Hill was also thoroughly searched by forensics experts
as was a house in Wilton Close in Southmead.
Officers carried out extensive CCTV inquiries and detailed
analysis of traffic cameras in the area and police appeals
through social media reached millions of people across the
globe. Then on Saturday 28th February came the news that two
people had been arrested on suspicion of murdering the 16-
year-old. Five more people were arrested on 2nd March on
suspicion of assisting an offender.
And last Tuesday at a press conference in St George Park
came the shocking revelation from Det Supt Mike Courtiour that
body parts had been found at a house in Barton Court. 
Becky's dad Darren and step-mum Anjie Galsworthy, with
whom Becky lived, released a statement saying: “To receive
such news as we did today about our dear daughter and step-
daughter Becky is too much to bear. We have the support of a
good family network to help us in these challenging times.”
Her grandfather John Galsworthy said: “We are heartbroken at
what has been discovered. We cannot begin to understand
what has happened and why. Becky was a wonderful daughter, 

Communities devastated by murder of Becky Watts
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sister, granddaughter and niece, and we cannot put into words
how devastated we are.”
The teenager's mum Tania, her grandmother Pat and her
brother Daniel said in a statement: “We are at an utter loss to
understand why anyone would want to hurt our beautiful Becky
in such a brutal way. We are grateful to the police for all they
have done and are continuing to do in this investigation.”
Becky was a former pupil at Summerhill Junior School in St
George, now Summerhill Academy, and also attended Bristol
Brunel Academy in Speedwell and the City Academy in
Redfield.
Local churches have been supporting their communities,
including Crofts End in Speedwell, where a book of condolence
has been opened and a vigil held for Becky. A book of
condolence has also been opened at St Ambrose Church in
Whitehall. The Bishop of Bristol the Rt Rev Mike Hill released a
statement saying: “I feel sure that people both of faith and of no
faith will join with me in wishing to support the friends and family
of Becky Watts in the light of the deeply shocking and unfolding
news of her death.
“They have acted with dignity throughout this awful nightmare
since the day Becky went missing.
“Together with many people, I struggle to understand why there
are people who can do such things to a young girl.

“As the father of four daughters
this crime has affected me
deeply. Becky's family are
much in my thoughts and
prayers at what must be an
unbearable time for them.”
An RIP Becky Watts page on
Facebook has been liked by
more than 21,000 people and
on Sunday there was a balloon
release in St George Park in
her memory. On Monday this
week some First bus drivers wore black to show their respects.
Meanwhile a fundraising walk for her family is due to take place
in Bristol on 28th March while support funds have been
launched on the website Go Fund Me.
(blob) At Saturday's Bristol Rovers game against Eastleigh at
the Memorial Stadium, there was a minute's silence for Becky
Watts and for the Bristol boxing promoter Michael Graydon, 29,
whose body was found last week in a ravine in Monaco. 
Mr Graydon, from Stockwood, had been in Monaco to watch his
friend Lee Haskins compete in a fight last month, but went
missing the night before the bout. It appears the father-of-one
accidentally fell into the ravine after leaving a nightclub.

y murder of Becky Watts

Becky Watts 

        



8 The Week in • Thursday 12th March 2015

     



The Week in • Thursday 12th March 2015 9

Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

8 3 6 4 5 7
5 2 8

6 5 8 9
1 3

4 9 1 2
3 4 8 2 7
2 7 6 1

3 6 2 5 4
5 4

1 7
4

8 2 4 7
7 4 6

8 7 3 2
2 5

5
6 1
1 5 4 9 3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 15th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

North East Somerset  

Anger at Labour website which criticises
Tory MP's record
A Labour Party campaign leaflet and website appears to
have raised the hackles on both sides of the Coalition. 
North East Somerset candidate Todd Foreman has recently
posted a website - www.reesmoggrecord.com - challenging the
performance of Conservative MP Jacob Rees-Mogg since his
election in 2010. This has been backed up by a leaflet
campaign in several parts of the constituency.
Last week, B&NES Conservative councillor for Saltford
accused Mr Foreman of a “low-level smear tactic” and this week
he was joined by Wera Hobhouse, the Liberal Democrat
candidate also contesting the North East Somerset seat in May.
She has written to us, claiming that the people of North East
Somerset do not like such negative campaigning tactics.
“Politics and political campaigning should be about ideas and
debate,” she writes in her letter which you can read on page 10.  
Another letter on the subject from Keynsham resident Mike
Barrow accuses the Labour candidate of producing the tackiest
piece of propaganda yet. He also says: “If this is an example of
the type of politics that Todd Foreman wishes to indulge in,
perhaps he should have remained in his native country the
USA, where, at elections, they revel in fighting dirty.”
During the 2010 General Election, the sitting MP Dan Norris
launched a series of personal attacks against his then
challenger Jacob Rees-Mogg. But this time around, Mr
Foreman has rejected accusations that his attacks are personal
and claimed he has every right to challenge the MP's record in
Parliament.  
He told The Week In: “I have put out various leaflets and press
statements regarding my own views throughout the campaign
and will continue to do so, and anyone who wants to learn more
about my views should visit www.todd4nesomerset.com.  As for

www.reesmoggrecord.com and the accompanying leaflet, far
from being “riddled with ultra-left-wing statements”, the website
and leaflet present the incumbent MP's record in his own words
through his speeches in Parliament, articles that he has written,
voting record and media appearances.  It is quite right that the
electorate examine these substantive matters in deciding
whether to re-elect an MP.  
“I encourage voters to visit www.reesmoggrecord.com and
decide for themselves.  As for suggesting that I “should have
remained in (my) native country the USA”, I am proud to be a
naturalised British citizen and I have no doubt that the people
of North East Somerset will reject any attacks on me because I
happen to have been born in another country.”
See Letters page 10
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Letters
Fighting dirty 
Dear Stephen,
Whilst the General Election is still two months
away, one poll has already been won - that for
the tackiest piece of propaganda produced.
I refer, of course, to the recent leaflet
delivered on behalf of the Labour candidate
Todd Foreman. Headed up 'The Rees-Mogg
Record', it states to have been produced by
the people of North East Somerset. I know
nothing about its production and I have yet to
meet anyone who does! It's source, of course,
is covered by the mandatory small print at the
bottom of the last page - North East Somerset
Labour Party.
The document is a personal attack on the
Conservative candidate, who it mentions 28
times, whereas the candidate it is meant to
support, Todd Foreman, is mentioned five
times. One thing that can be learnt from
reading it is that whilst criticising Jacob Rees-
Mogg for being ultra-right, it shows the
electorate where Todd Foreman stands. 
It is riddled with ultra-left-wing statements,
based on the principle of being envious of
someone who is wealthier and more
successful than oneself.
If this is an example of the type of politics that
Todd Foreman wishes to indulge in, perhaps
he should have remained in his native country
the USA, where, at elections, they revel in
fighting dirty.
Mike Barrow, Keynsham

Labour has no positive
agenda for us 
Dear Editor,
I have many strongly-held political differences
with Jacob Rees-Mogg, but I deplore the
personal and class-based attacks on him from
Todd Foreman and the local Labour Party in
their latest leaflet and the associated website. 
'The Rees-Mogg Record' at first appears to

be a Conservative leaflet but contains
personal attacks and emotive language which
are completely below the belt. Todd Foreman
totally misjudges the electorate of North East
Somerset who do not like such negative
campaigning tactics. The local Labour Party
has been haemorrhaging support over the
years and this type of nasty political
campaigning smacks of desperation.
Politics and political campaigning should be
about ideas and debate. There are many
issues that affect people in North East
Somerset for which different parties propose
different solutions, like fracking, transport,
education, employment, health and housing.
It seems that the Labour Party in North East
Somerset has nothing interesting to say on
these subjects and has no positive agenda for
our area. 
In contrast, our Liberal Democrat campaigns
will focus on positive and progressive policies
that affect local people and make for a fairer
society. 
Wera Hobhouse
Liberal Democrat PPC for North East
Somerset

The truth hurts 
Dear Editor,
Mr Blankley's letter defending our right-wing
Tory MP last week only shows his
misunderstanding of what slander is.
What Labour's Todd Foreman has laid before
us is the truth about 'Two-jobs Jacob', how
beneath the jovial media-luvvie politician lurks
an ultra-Conservative Party loyalist who
supports tax breaks for the wealthy, the
bedroom tax, cuts in public services,
destroying the NHS and high tuition fees.
Todd Foreman is straight talking; his
opposition to fracking and his pledge not to
take on extra jobs if he's elected in May have
been like a breath of fresh air in North East
Somerset.
The Rees-Mogg Record website exposes a
sitting MP for what he really is using verifiable

facts - Tory supporters might not like it, but
sometimes the truth hurts.
Peter Sas
Clandown, Radstock

Relocation should be
permanent 
Dear Sir,
Moving Parliament to Manchester while the
palace is refurbished is a great idea but it
should be permanent - it will break the
corruption which is obvious to everyone and
be an opportunity taken to reform and
modernise Parliament. 
Having watched the TV programme Inside the
Commons and Question Time, they need a
strong dose of reality - they are so out of
touch with normal people it beggars belief. 
Their pay should be that which they earned
when they enter Parliament, with an upper
limit and they should contribute to the
pensions they had when they entered
Parliament. There can be digital voting with
encrypted smartphones so that they can vote
wherever they are. Leave all the frock coats,
leave all the medieval stuff behind, have
referenda on all major projects - the high
speed train that saves 15 minutes and
Polaris upgrade come to mind. 
Meanwhile an elected upper house would
greatly reduce numbers.  And sell the
Parliament building - our friends in Qatar will
be interested in it as a hotel and tourist
attraction.
William Houghton

Phil Reason 
Dear Sir,
I just want to thank Alan Peters and his staff
of Abus Bristol for putting on a bus service so
many of us from Keynsham could attend Phil
Reason's funeral.
Thank you also to Phil's family for allowing us
to share his life and say goodbye at such a
lovely service.
Amanda Gray by e-mail.

                



Thank you, Waitrose  
Dear Sir,
I was shopping recently in Waitrose for some
goodies to enjoy on our 55th wedding
anniversary and mentioned what they were
intended to celebrate to the assistant on the
fish counter.
Later on in my progress around the store I
was presented with a lovely bouquet and
bottle of champagne with their
congratulations and best wishes. It certainly
made our day and made me blush. 
Many thanks to Waitrose and their thoughtful
staff.
E Cooper, Keynsham

Thank you for handing in
my purse  
Dear Sir,
I went to Keynsham Post Office this morning
(3rd March) to send a birthday parcel to my
grandson. However, my purse was not with
me.  I retraced my steps to the car and home
but no purse was to be found.
I returned to the High Street within the hour
and went to the bank to report the loss of my
cards. I could scarcely believe my eyes when
the clerk produced my purse.
I would like to say a huge, heartfelt thank you
to the lady who found it and handed it in. I
hope she is a Week In reader as that is the
only way I have to express my thanks.
Hazel Lewis
Keynsham

Fighting for a safe solution  
Dear Editor,
I write on behalf of myself and Councillors
Charles Gerrish and Brian Simmons. As our
wards come together on Bath Hill, Temple
Street and Rock Road you may well imagine
the frustration we are suffering trying to

resolve various issues regarding the new
Civic Centre as it relates to highways matters
and pedestrian safety.
For some months I have been writing to
officers to try to have a safe and light-
controlled pedestrian crossing facility put in
place in Temple Street, at the location of the
previous crossing.  Collectively the three of us
have also been raising concerns about the
highway widths on Bath Hill. 
The fact that Bath Hill and now the High
Street at its junction with Bath Hill on the east
side is being narrowed has come as a
complete surprise to us. The likely outcome is
traffic build backs in to the High Street at busy
times, whereas before, vehicles turning into
Bath Hill had a dedicated lane to use.
Having created the Civic Centre, the Lib Dem
administration appears to show little or no
interest in the resultant problems that have
come with the development.
£800,000 was taken out of the contingency
budget for the Civic Centre project to repair
Kelston Road at Kelston, rather than use
properly designated council emergency
reserves. So now the question is whether the
administration can fund the necessary
completion work on the highways and
incorporate the road safety solutions.
We have today (Friday 6th) had a meeting
with a highways officer and a number of
possible solutions to the pedestrian road
safety concerns were thrown into the ring.
To try and move things forward I have had
conversations with the strategic director for
place Louise Fradd and she is convening a
meeting on 11th March with senior officers
from both highways and projects with the aim
of getting a positive way forward.
Up to now the three of us feel that this has
been a 'project' rather than the creation of a
centre that can become the heart of the
community.  We continue to work towards
resolving the unacceptable situation that we
now have, for the safety of the community.
Cllr Alan Hale
Keynsham South Ward
Bath & North East Somerset Council

'Absurd' attack  
Dear Editor,
I am grateful for Cllr Williams  (Letters, Issue
361) pointing out that while I was chair of
Saltford Parish Council a one-off significant
increase in the Saltford Parish Council 2014
precept was raised in order to carry out
essential repairs and maintenance to St
Mary's churchyard walls and trees. 
This work commissioned after competitive
tender followed professional surveys that
identified sections of the walls as unstable
and tree work long overdue. The churchyard
is a 'closed' one and so the parish council has
the duty to maintain it. That decision, a
corporate one, was explained in SCAN
newsletter last year and not one critical
response was received. The works were
completed under budget and many residents
have commented on the more cared-for look
to the churchyard, an important space in the
village.
I am pleased also that he referred to my
motion asking the parish council to carry out
repairs to the goalmouths in the Claverton
Road playing fields. The erosion of the ground
in the goalmouths is the direct consequence
of the parish council's goalposts being there
in place. These were installed for recreation
and are often used by children after school.
Once again, a corporate decision of the
parish council was to re-turf these areas at a
cost of £270.
I supported the small 1% increase in the
precept for 2015/16.The Saltford Parish
Council precept remains one of the lowest for
comparable councils.
Finally, Cllr Williams knows full well that all
decisions made by Saltford Parish Council
are corporate decisions and that the chair has
no executive power to act alone. Personal
attacks are not only unpleasant but rather
absurd.
Duncan Hounsell
Saltford
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Key staff member at hospital (6)
8 Tribal medicine man (6)
9 Set down according to a plan (4)
10 Continuous (8)
11 Income (7)
13 A person (5)
15 Man's name (5)
17 Marksman (7)
20 Not complusory (8)
21 Be aware of (4)
22 Bullet which leaves a trail of smoke (6)
23 Re-enact (6)

Down
1 Royal house (6)
2 A framework like this puzzle (4)
3 Daemon (7)
4 Volatile chemical compound (5)
5 US city (3,5)
6 Large mounted weapon (6)
12 Lens for looking through (8)
14 Love potion (7)
16 Run out (6)
18 Develop gradually (6)
19 Growl (5)
21 Metric unit of weight (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Key staff member at hospital (6)7
Tribal medicine man (6)8
Set down according to a plan (4)9
Continuous (8)10
Income (7)11
A person (5)13
Man's name (5)15
Marksman (7)17
Not complusory (8)20
Be aware of (4)21
Bullet which leaves a trail of smoke (6)22
Re-enact (6)23

Down

Royal house (6)1
A framework like this puzzle (4)2
Daemon (7)3
Volatile chemical compound (5)4
US city (3,5)5
Large mounted weapon (6)6
Lens for looking through (8)12
Love potion (7)14
Run out (6)16
Develop gradually (6)18
Growl (5)19
Metric unit of weight (4)21

Mangotsfield School told
to improve by Ofsted
The headteacher of Downend School has
been sent in to run nearby Mangotsfield
School in the wake of an Ofsted inspection
which found it needed to improve.
As we have previously reported, the 1,236-
pupil school has been preparing to become a
sponsored academy as part of the Castle
School Education Trust (CSET). 
Following the recent Ofsted inspection, in
which the education watchdog said students
do not achieve as well as they could,
particularly in the sixth form and in English,
governors say they are determined to work
towards a judgement of good next time.
“To this end the governors of Mangotsfield

School and Downend School, in conjunction
with South Gloucestershire Council and
CSET, have agreed that William Roberts will
serve as executive headteacher of
Mangotsfield School in addition to his existing
role as headteacher of Downend School. A

new headteacher will be appointed to join
Mangotsfield in September.”
The Ofsted inspectors found that teachers did
not always have high enough expectations of
students' progress and teaching required
improvement because it was not having a
strong enough impact. Leadership also
required improvement. 
But the inspectors also highlighted the
school's many strengths and praised the
governing body for knowing the school's
strengths and areas for development and
playing an important part in rewarding good
teaching and tackling underperformance.
The report also found that new leaders in key
subjects had improved the quality of teaching
by ensuring staff were more accountable for
the progress of students. The quality of
teaching in modern foreign languages was
said to be particularly strong, while students'
behaviour was said to be good.

Keynsham
Celebrating
science 
Broadlands Academy
students are taking part in
British Science Week which
runs from 13th to 22nd
March.
Events include Year 9
students taking part in the
Big Bang Fair in
Birmingham, Year 7
students looking at the
movement of endangered
species and Year 8
studying laser communica-
tions.  
Experts from industry are
coming in to inspire the
older students about a
career in science, while
local primary schools are
taking part in practical
workshops.  
On Friday 20th March,
students will be looking at
the science involved in the
partial eclipse of the sun.

Eric Mutch
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The garden of a hostel for the homeless in St George is to be
transformed by the Royal Horticultural Society as part of the
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show.
The RHS recently launched a community street project and
invited community groups to identify a space in need of
regeneration. 

Grenville Johnson, chair of Kensington Road Residents'
Association and Neighbourhood Watch, and also chair of St
George in Bloom, successfully applied for the competition for an
improvement to the frontage of Kensington House, a hostel
managed by St Mungo's. 
The project also aims to enhance the overall health and
wellbeing of the wider community.  
The space will be shown at RHS Hampton Court Palace Flower
Show this year, and elements from the show garden with plants
will be donated afterwards.
Last week residents from Kensington House and members of
Kensington Road Residents' Association, along with
representatives from St George in Bloom and South West in
Bloom, gathered at Kensington Road to meet the RHS team to
discuss the project. Mr Johnson told The Week In: “I am
delighted that my application was successful. It is a tremendous
accolade for Kensington Road, St George in Bloom, South West
in Bloom and for the City of Bristol in Green Capital Year 2015.”
Hampton Court Palace Flower Show runs from 30th June to 5th
July.

St George 

Local garden to feature
at Hampton Court
Palace Flower Show
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Warmley  

Former pub saved
from demolition
Plans to demolish the old Station Master pub and
build four semi-detached houses, two flats and
offices on the site have been refused.
South Gloucestershire Council's planning officers threw
out the scheme from Bristol & Bath Developments Ltd,
saying the “wholesale demolition” of the locally listed
building would harm the heritage of the High Street.
They were also critical of the proposed new
development, saying it was not in keeping.
The 120-year-old pub was most recently used as an
Indian restaurant, has been empty since 2013 and is in
a poor state.
At the beginning of May last year, Bristol & Bath
Developments Ltd notified the council of their intention to start
knocking down the building on 28th May.  The company said
the derelict and fire-damaged building was an eyesore. At the
time no planning application had been submitted although
proposals were being discussed for a mixed development.
On the eve of the proposed demolition, planning chiefs refused
to allow it to go ahead, citing wildlife protection grounds. Then
last September Bristol & Bath Developments Ltd submitted

their plans to redevelop the site. The company runs concrete
batching business Wright Minimix, based at St Ivel Way, in
Warmley, and said the proposed offices were to relocate the
administrative team of 12 employees.
In their application they said the old pub looked “rather vulgar”
and was totally out of character with the surrounding buildings.
The cost of refurbishing the building was considered prohibitive
as it would be at least £500,000.
There were 18 responses to the plans from local residents, all
objecting. Concerns included overdevelopment, loss of privacy
for properties in High Street and Tower Road and an increase
in traffic, making the on-street parking problem worse. Siston
Parish Council also objected, citing similar reasons.
South Gloucestershire planning officers said “insufficient
justification has been provided to demonstrate that the
significant elements of the locally listed building cannot be
retained and incorporated in to the redevelopment of the site”. 
Some of the detailing and materials, such as concrete roof tiles,
UPVC windows and roof lights to the front did not reflect the
traditional local character, they added.
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Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low cost option. Call
Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations Vacant
advert bookings is 4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.

Situations Vacant
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Around 40 people attended a meeting at North Common
Village Hall last Thursday at which the new managing
director of First for Bristol and the West of England was
given a grilling over poor bus services.
James Freeman had been invited to the 'bus summit' by local MP
Chris Skidmore and was joined by First's regional customer
services manager Natacha Tagholm. Wessex Connect was
invited but did not send a representative.
The meeting was sparked by the loss of Wessex's 533 service
and the consequences for users in Oldland Common and North
Common, as well as complaints about the unreliability of First's 17
bus service. 
The 533 linked up communities between Keynsham and
Mangotsfield, including Willsbridge, North Common, Oldland
Common, Barrs Court and Kingswood, but the service was
withdrawn in January as the majority of the service was covered
by alternative commercial services.
At the public meeting Mr Freeman heard stories of buses on
various routes turning up late or not at all, of lengthy journeys to
Southmead Hospital and the feeling that Cadbury Heath is served
by more buses than it needs while without the 533, people in
Oldland Common and North Common must now take two buses
to get to vital amenities such as Aspects Leisure Centre and
Gallagher Retail Park at Longwell Green. 
He was frank in his responses to criticism about services
including the 17 (to Southmead Hospital, via Longwell Green,
Kingswood, Staple Hill and Fishponds) and the 42 (Keynsham/

Kingswood/Bristol service). 
Mr Freeman promised he was going change the culture of First
and that the service offered by his firm, which employs 1,800
people, was at times “utterly unacceptable”.
He said traffic congestion was a constant problem, with the road
network around Bristol “near saturation point”.  He said a shortage
of drivers was also a problem but that a major recruitment drive
was under way.
He said bus timetable changes starting on 29th March should
address some of the problems. More time is being built into
schedules to give buses a chance of turning up when they should. 
To compensate for the withdrawal of the 533 the route of Service
42 is being amended between Bitton and Keynsham. Buses will
operate via Cherry Garden Lane and Kenilworth Drive. The 17
route is being amended, with the 17A created.  While all 17 and
17A buses will go between Southmead and Keynsham, they will
follow slightly different routes between Keynsham and
Kingswood. A second round of timetable changes is planned for
August.
Mr Skidmore handed him a batch of casework in which
constituents had resorted to using taxis because it could take up
to three hours to get to Southmead Hospital by bus following the
closure last May of Frenchay, South Gloucestershire's only
hospital. 
Mr Freeman said Southmead would not accept any more buses
and called the bus facilities there “sub-standard”. He said it would
be another year before a bus station was provided there.

North Common 

Range of problems voiced at bus summit
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MOTORING –
On the road with Ollie

Sign up for free
safety courses
A third of all serious crashes involve people aged 17 to 24. In the
Avon & Somerset force area alone, 450 people were killed or
seriously injured in one year, of which 142 were under 24, and
one in five new drivers will have a crash within the first six
months of driving.
In an attempt to reduce statistics like these, Avon & Somerset
Police organise a series of free two-hour courses designed to
make younger drivers more aware of potential hazards and how
to deal with unexpected distractions. 
What's more, some insurance companies are now offering
discounts to drivers who have completed the course while
Halfords also offer a one off 15% discount in their stores.
There are two different courses available, one for 17-24 year
olds and the other for over-25s. Venues locally include the
Holiday Inn and Filton (M32), the Compass Inn at Tormarton
(A46/M4 junction) and Bath Racecourse.
For full details and booking visit www.roadsmart.org

       



The Week in • Thursday 12th March 2015 19

The Royal British Legion
Women's Section is
holding a fundraising
indoor car boot sale this
Saturday, 14th March,
from 10am to 1pm at the
Legion in Charlton Road. 
Entry is free and everyone
is welcome. 

Keynsham  
Indoor sale 

Four times Commonwealth gold medallist gymnast Claudia
Fragapane, from Longwell Green, has lent her support to a new
campaign to inspire more Bristol women to get out and enjoy
exercise.
The Bristol Girls Can campaign launched last Friday and follows
the success of Sport England's This Girl Can campaign, launched
earlier this year. Supported by Bristol City Council and Sport
England, the campaign aims to bring women from across the city
together to show the world that Bristol Girls Can.
According to Sport England statistics, around 38.3% of women in
Bristol undertake 1x30mins activity per week, with more than 60%
of women currently not taking part in any regular activity.
Bristol Girls Can is a celebration of active women who are doing
their thing no matter how well they do it or how they look.  
Claudia, 17, who trains at the Easton-based Bristol Hawks
Gymnastics Club, said: “I really like the concept of the This Girl Can
campaign as it seeks to get women of all ages, shapes and sizes
to simply get involved in some form of activity and just enjoy
themselves. There are so many positive outcomes of being
involved in activities - firstly the health benefits but also the
camaraderie it brings. If you are thinking of giving Zumba, the gym,
a running club or gymnastics a go, I would say definitely go for it. 
“You can be tall, short, slim or curvy, it really doesn't matter - it is
all about enjoying yourself and doing something that will have a
really positive effect on your life.”

The League of Friends of Cossham Hospital in Lodge Road will
be holding an Easter mini market in the Seminar Room this
Saturday, 14th March, from 10am to 1pm.
Entrance is free. All funds raised from the event will go towards
the hospital and the cafe staffed by volunteers.

Health Secretary Jeremy Hunt has set a deadline of 7th
April for an independent “initial assessment” on the
controversial plans for minor injuries care in South
Gloucestershire.
Instead of opening a minor injuries unit at Cossham Hospital as
originally planned, South Glos Clinical Commissioning Group is
looking to trial a minor injuries service in GP surgeries, but has
still to answer key questions, such as at which practices.
In January South Gloucestershire's Public Health & Health
Scrutiny Committee referred the CCG's plans to Mr Hunt, saying
they would result in “inadequate provision for dealing with minor
injuries”.
Now Mr Hunt has asked the Independent Reconfiguration Panel
(IRP), which advises him on contested proposals for health
service change, to look into the matter and report back to him by
the 7th.
This week Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore said: "This is very
welcome news that the Health Secretary has listened to
campaigners and referred the decision on the Cossham minor
injuries unit to the IRP. 
“I will now be writing to the IRP to make the case for the minor

injuries unit and I hope that South Gloucestershire Health
Committee will do also.”
Since Frenchay Hospital closed last May, people living in the
Kingswood area who need minor injuries care have to travel to
Southmead Hospital, the Bristol Royal Infirmary or the minor
injuries unit at Yate.

Claudia Fragapane backs
inspirational Bristol Girls
Can campaign 

Deadline set for
independent
Cossham report

Kingswood 

Easter mini market
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Setback for Willsbridge Mill's car park plan but others celebrate grant awards
The community interest company which recently took over
the running of Willsbridge Mill has suffered a setback in its
hopes of getting £220,000 funding for a new car park.
Willsbridge Mill Community Refresh runs a café and rents out
space for community activities. Its aim is to secure and improve
the condition of the old buildings, and key to its plans is a new
car park to ensure visitors have easier and safer access.
WMCR was one of 12 projects bidding recently for a share of
£388,022 available from South Gloucestershire Council through
the Government's New Homes Bonus grant.
WMCR directors have been working with the council - their
landlord - on the project but councillors on the Kings Forest Area
Forum felt it was premature to release any money as the car
park does not as yet have planning permission.  
Meanwhile Avon Wildlife Trust, which was applying for £30,000
for a Willsbridge Valley Volunteer Group shelter, will have to
reapply as there is uncertainty over whether planning
permission is needed.
Successful projects included Pucklechurch Parish Council,
which secured £75,000 for the next phase of the shared use
path on the B4465, and Mangotsfield Rural Parish Council,
which got £45,000 towards a new Emersons Green
Community/Town Hall.
Creative Youth Network got £17,000 to upgrade facilities at
Hanham Youth Club while £24,850 was given for the
refurbishment of the clubhouse at Wick Sports Ground.  
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s car park plan but others celebrate grant awards
The Friends of Grimsbury Farm got £43,000 towards a new
barn and Oldland Abbotonians Football Club £21,752 for
security and vandalism protection.
Hanham Community Centre was awarded £8,000 for new
windows, Dyrham & Hinton Village Hall got just under £9,000
for a kitchen refurbishment and a hearing loop and Marshfield
Community Centre Association got £10,000 for disability
updates.
Banjo Island Community & Sports Association got £10,700 for
youth work activities, Kingswood Bus Project was given £8,644
and Creative Youth Network was awarded £4,910 for its peer
support programme.
Kingswood Ten Sing got £2,000 towards performing arts
projects and Girlguiding 1st Wick £983 towards 90th birthday
celebrations.
MOATivation, which looks after Barrs Court Moat, got £1,358
towards equipment and event insurance to run work days and
a community fun day while Kingswood District Scout Council
received £1,000 towards expansion.
Hanham Hall Residents' Group was given £1,000 towards a
community access defibrillator while Cadbury Heath Youth
Football Club received £1,050 for its Mini Kickers project, Banjo
Island Community Sports Association was awarded £1,500
towards its job club, the 1st Wick Guides & Beaver Group got
£1,000 towards IT equipment and Wick Sports Ground was
given £1,000 for ground maintenance.
Kingswood Bus Project, which reaches out to children in need,

received £1,288,
Mangotsfield Village Festival
Committee was given
£1,000 towards the cost of
organising and running the
event on 13th June and
Kingswood Heritage
Museum was granted
£1,000 towards replacing
temporary electrical wiring.
Pomphrey Hill Community
Sports Association received
£750 for promoting and
improving its facilities while
Willsbridge Mill Community
Refresh got £1,500 for office
equipment, heating,
marketing and developing volunteer activity.
AFC Mangotsfield was awarded £350 towards portable match
day shelters, Cadbury Heath Nature Play got £1,500 funding for
a play worker and Hanham Community Centre received £500
towards electrical testing.
Longwell Green Eisteddfod secured £450 towards its running
costs, Mangotsfield United FC Junior got £950 for a barbecue
for events and tournaments, and £400 was given to the 1st
Marshfield Brownies towards running costs.
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Labour's famous pink bus was in Hanham last Friday as
part of the party's Woman to Woman tour. 
On board were South West MEP Clare Moody and Baroness
Royall, the Leader of the Labour Party in the House of Lords.
They met Jo McCarron, Labour's Parliamentary candidate for
the Kingswood constituency at Hanham Abbots Junior School,
which she used to attend, and were given a tour by headteacher
Mike Weenink.
The 16-seater bus is part of Labour's campaign to target the all-
important British female vote. An estimated 9.1 million women
did not vote in the 2010 General Election.
After observing lessons and talking to pupils, the politicians held
a question and answer session in the school hall before
embarking on a door knocking session in the constituency.

Keynsham Wombles were
out Wombling in the
sunshine on Saturday
when thy collected over 40
black sacks of rubbish from
the lane and culvert
running behind the
Waitrose store and
Domino's Pizza/KFC car
park. 
Staff from Waitrose also
joined in and other
members of the public
showed an interest in
becoming involved with the
Wombles.

Councillors will tomorrow (Friday) visit the site of a proposed
seven-bed care home for adults with learning difficulties before
making a decision on whether to grant permission.
Choice Care Ltd has submitted plans to South Gloucestershire
Council to demolish the existing property at 22A Elmleigh Road
and build a single-storey residential home with a two-bed
annexe.
The application has been referred to the Development Control
(East) Committee by local councillor Michael Bell who wants
members to consider the impact it would have on road safety
and the area's parking problems
There have been 13 letters objecting to the plans. As well as
traffic and parking problems, concerns have been raised about
overdevelopment of the site, loss of privacy for nearby residents
and noise and light pollution.

Hanham 

Labour's pink bus
rolls into Hanham

Keynsham 

Wombling in the
sunshine

Mangotsfield 

Concerns over
proposed care home

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Councillors have made a final decision to close the Grange
School & Sports College, ending a long fight by campaigners
who had wanted it to stay open.
The school has been struggling with falling student numbers
while the backlog of work on its rundown buildings would cost
millions of pounds to put right.
South Gloucestershire Council's Children & Young People
Committee voted in December to begin the legal process to
close the school and the school's fate was sealed by the
committee last Wednesday. 
There will be no new admissions to the Grange from 1st
September 2015 and the existing school will close on 31st
August 2017. 
Pupils currently in Years 9, 10 and 11 at the Grange will be able
to complete their studies up to GCSE at the school if they want.
Pupils currently in Years 7 and 8 will have the option to transfer
to alternative provision either this September or in September
2016.
The Labour group voted against the decision to close the
school, with Cllr Gareth Manson (Woodstock) saying the
nearest alternative to the Grange for many children was the Sir
Bernard Lovell School at Oldland Common which is currently
being run by the Wellsway Multi Academy Trust after being put
into special measures by Ofsted a year ago. 

He said the council had a responsibility to ensure that SBL
improved as soon as possible for the sake of young people in
the area. And he asked the committee to write and thank the
staff and governors of the Grange for their work, which was
supported by the whole committee.
The redundancy bill at the Grange looks set to run into
hundreds of thousands of pounds. There are currently 55
employees in full or part-time teaching and support staff
positions and the council report says “a substantial number of
staff redundancies” are expected.
The confirmation of closure paves the way for the Cabot
Learning Federation's proposed £4m Digitech Studio School,
specialising in creative, digital and hi-tech industries, to be built
on the Grange campus. Due to open in September, it is offering
75 places for Year 10 students and 60 for Year 12, although a
planning application for it has yet to be submitted.

Warmley 

Grange team thanked for their hard work
as closure is sealed
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Elections 2015 - Focus on Keynsham
This May, in addition to electing a new Government,
residents in B&NES and South Gloucestershire will also
vote for their district and town or parish councils. 
In Bristol, the situation is slightly more complex. In addition to
an elected Mayor (which will take place in 2016) city councillors
are still elected for four year terms but on a rolling basis.
Elections take place every year but only for a certain number of
wards each time.
In the run-up to election day on 7th May, we intend to look at
some of the issues facing different areas, as well as the
candidates standing in the five Parliamentary constituencies we
cover. We are starting where our office is located, in Keynsham.
Recent months have seen a lot of debate and discussion here
about who runs the town.  A common theme is that major
decisions are taken outside of the town and B&NES has
inherited the unfortunate acronym in some quarters of Bath and
Nowhere Else.
The reality, of course, is that Bath & North East Somerset
Council is indeed the authority responsible for what happens in
Keynsham and there are six locally elected councillors (two
each from the North, South and East wards) who form part of
that organisation.  As with national politics, they belong to a
political party. The six current Keynsham councillors are all
Conservatives and while no single party has an outright
majority on B&NES Council, it is the Liberal Democrats who
have run the authority since 2011 as the largest single party.  
Keynsham also has a town council and many people still
remain confused over the roles of each. If you are unhappy
about the new Civic Centre, the state of the roads or the fact
your rubbish hasn't been collecting this week - there is no point
in contacting the town council.  That organisation is responsible
for the running of the cemetery, Manor Road playing fields and
the children's play and multi-sport facilities in the park (but not
the park itself). It also funds youth provision at TimeOut,
community grant awards, organises Keynsham in Bloom and
has a role in the operation of Keynsham Music Festival.  The
town council also has a consultative role in many other areas
such as planning and transport on issues decided by B&NES.
There are 15 elected town councillors, five from each ward
although at the 2011 election only three candidates stood in
Keynsham East and were elected automatically. The vacant

seats were filled by co-opting two candidates who had stood for
election but failed in another ward. 
All councillors elected or co-opted in 2011 were members of the
three major political parties. Independent candidates are at a
major disadvantage when it comes to local elections.
Canvassing is much easier for the main parties.  The number of
voters who actually know the identity of a prospective town
councillor, even in Keynsham, is likely to be very small.  Many,
it seems simply tick the box of their preferred Parliamentary
party on every ballot form they are given. There are indeed
independent councillors both on Keynsham Town Council and
B&NES but the majority were elected as a party candidate
before subsequently going it alone.
Given the role of the town council outlined above, you might
think the best chance for Keynsham would be to have a council
packed with independent spirited citizens.  In 2011, that's
precisely what happened not far away in Peasedown St John.
All 17 parish councillors were elected as members of the
Peasedown 1st Party. One of them, Nathan Hartley, who also
sits as an independent on B&NES Council, told The Week In
that the move had been a resounding success for the village:
“Peasedown 1st served its purpose - that being to bring about
change in Peasedown St John.”
You might think an organisation responsible for running
Keynsham Cemetery or Keynsham in Bloom does not need to
be in anyway political and many of the elected councillors would
contest that it isn't.  A review of the voting records on decisions
made at town council meetings would suggest otherwise and in
this respect Peasedown St John's council is clearly run by
people who put the village first.
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What chance for independents?
As we have mentioned earlier, independent candidates
face huge obstacles in getting elected at local level.
B&NES Council currently has seven independent
candidates but only two won their seats in 2011 by
standing as such.  However, and perhaps reflecting a mood
nationally regarding mainstream politics, this year's
election may be different.
Nathan Hartley, who will be standing in Peasedown St John as
an independent candidate, is leading a campaign to try to
persuade more people to come forward to represent the
interests of their community, rather than a political party.
Hoping to create a group of up to 14 independents on the next
B&NES Council, he believes it could lead to a fundamental
change in the way the authority is run:.
He explained: “Independent councillors have always played an
important role on the council by providing a strong, objective
voice - free from party politics.
"Each individual member of the group of independent
councillors is first and foremost 'independent' - they put their
community first, and their principle agenda is always the needs
of their residents. 
"Working as a group, this position isn't compromised as they
don't follow any mainstream party line. It's become increasingly
clear that by working together independent councillors not only
provide an attractive alternative to the establishment, they also
hold a lot of influence on a local authority that has never seen

one political party have overall control."
If you think you could make a difference locally then you will
need to make up your mind quickly.  The deadline to register as
a candidate is 9th April. Nathan and fellow independent Loraine
Morgan-Brinkhurst MBE are happy to meet with anyone who
would like to fly the flag for their community.  For more details
call 01225 396521 or email nathan_hartley@bathnes.gov.uk 

Nathan Hartley
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Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Clock Repairs
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Carpentry

Chimney Sweep

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Caravans
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Furniture Makers

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.
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Dentists

Electrical

ElectricalDriveways

Compost

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Events

Fitness

Garden Services
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Pallets

Painting
& Decorating

Logs

Hypnotherapy

Locksmiths

Home Maintenance
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Garden Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Pet Services

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Hair & Beauty

Home Help

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
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Pest Control

PlasteringPlumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry

Pet Services

Stair Repairs

Storage

Physiotherapy

Sewing Lessons

Social Groups

Skip Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal
Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Taxis

Venue Hire

Venue Hire

Yoga

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

                



Sudoku Solutions

1 8 3 6 4 9 2 5 7
9 5 2 7 1 8 3 4 6
6 4 7 2 5 3 8 9 1
2 9 1 3 7 6 4 8 5
8 7 6 4 9 5 1 2 3
5 3 4 1 8 2 7 6 9
4 2 9 5 3 7 6 1 8
3 6 8 9 2 1 5 7 4
7 1 5 8 6 4 9 3 2

9 2 1 7 4 6 8 3 5
4 7 5 3 1 8 2 6 9
3 6 8 5 2 9 1 4 7
7 4 9 2 5 3 6 1 8
5 1 6 4 8 7 3 9 2
2 8 3 6 9 1 5 7 4
8 9 7 1 6 5 4 2 3
6 3 2 8 7 4 9 5 1
1 5 4 9 3 2 7 8 6

2 -Hard1-Easy
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Crossword Solution
P G I E S C

M A T R O N S H A M A N
L I C T N N

L A I D U N E N D I N G
C B R I O

R E V E N U E B E I N G
Y S P G

P E T E R S H O O T E R
X P S I V

O P T I O N A L K N O W
I E A T I L

T R A C E R R E L I V E
E E L E O E

Ian Boulton, Labour's Parliamentary candidate for Filton &
Bradley Stoke, paid a visit to a family centre which provides
services for children in the Bristol area who are deafblind.
Mr Boulton, who is currently a Labour councillor for Staple Hill,
visited Woodside Family Centre in Kingswood, which is run by
the national charity Sense.
He spent time learning about the range of services and the
different facilities on offer and discussed issues of local concern
with parents.

There will be a thank you celebration at Christ the Servant
Church on Sunday 22nd March for the gift-filled shoe boxes
collected and given out during Operation Christmas Child.  
The event starts at 6.30pm.  There will be a talk from
members of the church team who visited Belarus in January
and also a guest speaker from Samaritan's Purse who will
give a talk on the project Turn on the Tap, a celebration of
World Water Day
On Saturday 28th March there will be a seminar at Christ
the Servant run by the Billy Graham Evangelical
Association, sister group of Samaritan's Purse. 
For more details contact Sue Farrance at
sue.frrance@blueyonder.co.uk

People are being asked to have their say on plans to cut the
number of accidents at a dangerous junction in Kingswood.
South Gloucestershire Council has allocated funding to make
the Sweets Road/Chiphouse Road/Pool Road/Pound Road
junction safer.

Between October 2010 and December 2014 there were eight
injury accidents there, most involving vehicles coming out of
Pool Road and Pound Road and colliding with vehicles
travelling along Sweets Road and Chiphouse Road.
The scheme aims to reduce the speed of traffic approaching the
junction and to improve crossing facilities and visibility.
The plans involve two full-width eight-metre long speed tables
on Sweets Road and Chiphouse Road, along with dropped
kerbs, tactile paving and bollards, and putting double yellow
lines around the junction.
A section of the layby on Sweets Road would be turned into a
footway to stop vehicles from parking near the junction, and
there would be limited waiting parking restrictions in the rest of
the layby.
You can see the plans at www.southglos.gov.uk/consultation or
at your local library or One Stop Shop. The deadline for
comments is Sunday 22nd March.

Candidate visits centre
for deafblind children

Kingswood 

Plans to make dangerous
junction safer

Stockwood 

Shoe box celebrations
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