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Saltford 

Santa Dash
raises £10,000
The 2014 Saltford Santa Dash raised just short of £10,000 last
December and supporters, volunteers and sponsors met at
Saltford Golf Club last week for the official handover of the
funds. The event's nominated charities this time were CLIC
Sargent and the Ellen MacArthur Cancer Trust.  Local teenager
Corey Clifton, who has benefitted from the support of these two
organisations recently, received the cheque on their behalf from
Roger Spooner, one of the organisers.
This year's Saltford Santa Dash is planned for Sunday 6th
December.  Anyone wishing to help with the organisation is
invited to contact saltfordsantadash@gmail.com 

Corey Clifton and Roger Spooner

Kingswood 

NHS day of action
Campaigners were at the Kings Chase Shopping Centre in
Kingswood on Saturday as part of a national 'Save our NHS'
day.
Organised by the campaign group 38 Degrees, signatures were
being gathered for a petition calling on candidates at the
General Election to do everything they can to stop privatisation
and to make sure it has enough funding to provide high quality
healthcare to everyone, as well as protecting it from US health
corporations by keeping the NHS out of TTIP (the Transatlantic
Trade and Investment Partnership) a proposed free trade
agreement between the EU and the US.

Leading Cossham campaigner Reg Bennett also had a stall in
the precinct on Saturday, highlighting the next rally planned as
part of the ongoing fight to get a long-awaited minor injuries unit
at the hospital.
The rally will be at 9.30am in Kingswood Park on Wednesday
11th March before the meeting of South Gloucestershire
Council's Public Health & Health Scrutiny Committee which
starts at 10am.
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The Week in

A Frenchay grandmother battling to get Sainsbury's to
admit responsibility after she fell and broke her wrist on a
slope outside their Fishponds store says she's insulted by
the £50 token they finally sent her as a “goodwill gesture”.
Gill Plummer, 66, slipped and fell by the cashpoint at the
convenience store on the night of 7th September 2013 as she
and her husband Derek were on their way to buy fish and chips.
The break was severe and she was in plaster for several weeks
and could not drive for three months. She needed months of
physiotherapy and has been told she will never regain full
strength in her arm.
Her daughter Claire, who lives in St George, said: “It was a
terrible time for my mum, she was a vibrant woman always on
the go, reduced to having to stop work, stay at home, unable to
get dressed, shower or prepare food properly, not to mention the
constant pain.  More upsetting by far for her, was that she was
unable to look after my two- year old son, pick him up or even
cuddle him.
“She was off work for two months, unable to drive and in
extreme pain.  After several physio sessions, she received the
devastating news that because of her arthritis she would never
regain the full strength in her arm. 
“After the incident she contacted Sainsbury's to make sure the
gradient of the slope outside of their store complied with health
and safety laws and to seek some sort of compensation for 
what had happened outside of their store. 

                  



“After a year of many letters back and forth, the supermarket
categorically refused to accept any responsibility for what had
happened to my mum.”
She said that her mother had been a loyal Sainsbury's
customer for 40 years and the retailer's “Live well for less”
slogan was more like “couldn't care less.”
Mrs Plummer, of The Park, had been seeking compensation
from Sainsbury's for financial loss, the “trauma and stress of the
injury”, and the “permanent changes to life required after the
accident”.
In January Mrs Plummer received a letter from her appointed
case manager, saying Sainsbury's insurers had reviewed the
matter and did not believe it was responsible for her accident
and was “unable to offer any form of goodwill”.

Then last month she received
another letter from Sainsbury's,
saying a “full review” had been
completed and as part of the
investigation a site visit had been
arranged to check the area where
the accident happened: “There
have been no changes to this
area since the date of your
accident and it has passed
inspection with no fault being
found.

“Having reviewed the matter thoroughly, we do not believe that
we can be held responsible for your accident. However, we do
appreciate how distressing this incident was for you. I am
therefore enclosing a £50 gift card as a gesture of our goodwill.
I hope you can use this to treat yourself to something nice the
next time you are in store.”
Mrs Plummer said: “£50 is an absolute insult. I am shocked that
Sainsbury's thinks that after everything I have gone through that
I would accept £50. I will be returning it.”
The Week In asked Sainsbury's to comment but at the time of
going to press we had not had a response.Mrs Plummer says
she would be interested to know if anyone else has tripped or
fallen on the slope outside the store on Fishponds Road. You
can get in touch with her via The Week In.
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n from Sainsbury's after serious fall outside store

Derek and Gill Plummer

The slope outside the store
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Within days of being launched, a petition calling on B&NES
Council to withdraw woodland in Keynsham from being
sold for a development has been signed by more than 730
people.
The online petition has been started by Snapdragons Nursery
which is based at Ellsbridge House on Bath Road, and shares
an access with the 0.7 acre wooded site which is due to come
up for auction at Savills in London on 31st March with a guide
price of £27,000.
Snapdragons say: “We have told the council on many occasions
that we would very much like to buy the land for the benefit of
the children, both at the nursery and from the local area, so that
they have access to the woodland.
“Unfortunately they are intent on selling the adjacent land for
development and we are concerned about the impact on
children's safety and wellbeing.
“The boundary of the land is directly on the left of our driveway
and any new owner would have right of access across the drive
and need to share the entrance, something which would
compromise the safety of all who use it.
“We believe that a storage business has expressed an interest
and this would necessitate large lorries with containers
negotiating the driveway.” The petition calls on the council to:
“Permanently remove the woodland adjacent to Ellsbridge
House in Keynsham from being sold for development and
preserve the natural space for the use of local children.”

Keynsham 

Petition urges council to reconsider sale of woodland
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Among those to put their name to the petition is Dario Calderon,
from Saltford. He said: ”It's unfortunate that many of the green
areas that surround Saltford and Keynsham are being
auctioned off to the higher bidder; who more often than not,
plan to strip it of its natural environment.
“This woodland, in particular, resides next to a nursery who
have done a wonderful job of providing the children a sense of
being one with nature, something which appears to be so
difficult nowadays.
“The nursery should be given priority for this area not only to
allow them to continue to promote this, but also to prevent the
children from being put in any danger. The driveway is
constantly being used by pedestrians, which predominantly
consists of children of all ages.

“The idea of them
sharing the driveway
with delivery vehicles of
all sorts seems like an
incredibly dangerous
thing to do.”
Another, Faye Ryan,
said: “Does every plot of
green land really need to

be turned in to a development? It seems such a shame to take

it away from the children, especially when Snapdragons are
offering to buy it.”
And Alison Devonshire wrote: “Brownfield sites should be built
on not on woodlands. The council should preserve this
woodland and not pass planning application at the peril of the
woodland.”
It is understood some of the trees on the site have preservation
orders. See the petition at http://tinyurl.com/n5klbrb
Recently B&NES Council withdrew another piece of land from
sale - the Paddock by St John's Church - after an outcry by local
residents.

il to reconsider sale of woodland

Snapdragons Nursery

        



8 The Week in • Thursday 5th March 2015

A minute's walk from Keynsham High Street is the Old
Manor House Hotel, one of the most historic buildings in
the town and a great place to eat, drink, stay and relax.

This beautiful 17th century house, said to be the oldest in
Keynsham, has bags of character and charm and is a lovely
place to unwind from all the hustle and bustle, whether over a
drink in the cosy bar, enjoying afternoon tea, or dining in the
acclaimed restaurant.

Built around 1609 for the Abbot, the house was a private
residence until the mid-1970s when it became a hotel. 

The Old Manor House is highly rated -TripAdvisor, the most
recognised online travel review service, gave it a Certificate of
Excellence and it regularly gets four and five star reviews.

Jane Turner has been Lady of the Manor since 2011. The hotel
is very popular for functions, including weddings, parties and
business meetings, but Jane is keen for local people to know
that the Old Manor is open every day for morning coffee, lunch,
afternoon tea and evening meals. 

And with the warmer, longer days coming, the lovely walled
garden is there for visitors to enjoy - dogs too!

“I am looking to remind people that we are here and there is life
beyond the end of the High Street!” she said.

All food at the Old Manor is freshly made to order. Breakfast is
served from 7.30am to 10am from Monday to Friday and
8.30am to 10am on Saturday and Sunday.

Lunch is served from noon to 2pm Monday to Saturday. There
are lunchtime specials (£12 for two courses or £15 for three
courses) and the menus change daily.

Starters on the regular lunchtime menu, priced from £5, include
Grolsch Beer Battered Tiger Prawns with Sweet Chilli Sauce,
and Smooth Bacon & Chicken Liver Parfait with Toast and Red
Onion Jam. 
The choice of main courses (£8-£19) includes dishes such as
Three British Butchers Sausages on Cheddar Mash with Red
Wine Gravy and Onion Rings, and the Old Manor Burger on a
Toasted Brioche Bun served with coleslaw and hand-cut chips.
Sandwiches are also available (£5).

Dinner menu starters (again from £5) include BBQ Ribs with a
Seasonal Salad, and Smoked Duck Salad with Orange
Chutney. Mains (from £10 to £19) include Venison Pave with
Dauphinoise Potatoes, Braised Red Cabbage and Red Wine
Jus, and Spicy Thai Red Curry with Monkfish Tails, Tiger
Prawns and Wild Rice.
Desserts, think Vanilla Crème Brulee with Shortbread Biscuit or
Chocolate and Marmalade Bread and Butter Pudding with
Crème Anglaise, are £5.50. The cheese board (£8) includes
port.

All menus have vegetarian options.

Dinner is served between 6.30pm and 9pm from Monday to
Saturday, while Sunday lunch is from noon to 3pm.

Booking for afternoon tea (from 11am) is essential and costs
£10.95. 

As of 1st January the hotel has been licensed to hold wedding
ceremonies. One has already
taken place and there are
three more booked. Couples
can marry in either the
ballroom, which holds 50+
guests, or the restaurant,
which seats 30.
Whatever the occasion, the
Old Manor House is the perfect
place to visit.
Call 0117 986 3107.

Just a minute from the High Street

The garden

The function room

Keynsham 

Meet and eat at the Manor 
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

5 1 3 2
6 7 5 4

2 5
5 4 1 9 3

7 2
8 9 4 2 7

8 3 7 2 6
5 6 8 3 4

1 3 8

3 9
6

5 7 4 8
3 5

9 6 1
8 2

4 7 2
7 1 4

1

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 8th March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Keynsham  

Haul road explained
Following on from our article last week about the temporary haul
road from the K2 development, we received a comment from
developer Taylor Wimpey after going to print.
Explaining why they had withdrawn their application to construct
the one-way exit for lorries from the site, a spokesman said:
“One of the primary reasons for seeking to establish a
temporary haulage route for our development at The Meadows
in Keynsham was to distribute traffic movements across a wider
road network. The primary catalyst for this application was to
cover a specific soil movement in order for us to be able to
facilitate the delivery of the new school extension site. 

"As the movement of this soil has now been completed, the
determination of the current application is no longer necessary.
We will continue to review existing arrangements and seek to
implement alternative measures as appropriate.”  
When the original request was made last May, the company
claimed in its application that the reason was “due to the
sensitivity issues of Park Road”. When we asked Taylor Wimpey
if they felt the sensitivity issues no longer existed, we were told
they had nothing further to add to their statement.

Residents continue to be troubled by lorries

Bitton  

Police trying to trace
driver after crash
Police this week said they were trying to trace the driver of the
car which left the main road in Bitton, crashing through a metal
fence and bringing down a hedge and a lamp post which
crushed its roof.
Local people reported hearing a “massive crash” and went to
investigate in the early hours of Sunday 22nd February.
Although the occupants had left the black Vauxhall Astra Coupe,
the engine was still running and sparks were coming from the
base of the lamp post where the force of the impact had ripped
it out of the ground.
The accident happened outside The Lons on the A431 Bath
Road.
A spokesman for Avon & Somerset police said an investigation
was under way and the driver would be interviewed. 
The vehicle remained wedged under the lamp post for seven
days before finally being taken away at the end of last week. A
new lamp post was erected this week.
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Letters
Lib Dems' worrying legacy 
Dear Editor,
There were many welcome elements to the
B&NES Council budget agreed by councillors
last week, such as the freeze in council tax,
which has been funded for five years now by
Government, and the additional money for
highway maintenance, which local
Conservatives have called upon the council to
do for many years.
However, there were also a number of
aspects to this budget which will be a cause
of alarm to residents. Not least of these are
the council's levels of borrowing.
When the Lib Dems took over the running of
B&NES Council in 2011, they inherited £90m
of borrowing, with up to £110m of spare cash
in the bank.
Now, the council has borrowings of £118m,
with only £7m of spare cash in the bank. More
troubling still, the Lib Dems' budget papers
project that, by 2017/18, the council's total
debt could reach as high as £224m.
In addition to a legacy of higher debt and less
cash, the Lib Dems will also leave the next
council administration a £1.5m black hole to
fill in the council's finances.
For the first time I can recall, B&NES is using
one-off reserves to plug an on-going £1.5m
hole in its budget instead of producing a
balanced and sustainable financial plan.
This is the equivalent of using the last of your
savings to cover your monthly rent or
mortgage repayments - it might get you by for
a short time, but is wholly unsustainable in the
longer term.
Coupled to all this, it was also recently
revealed that £41m worth of the council's
capital projects have slipped behind schedule
- or haven't even started at all. That's nearly
half of all the council's projects, and reveals
not only that the Lib Dems are poor project
managers, but that just because they
announce something it doesn't mean it will
actually happen.

It's clear that whoever is running the council
after this May will have a lot of work to do to
get things in order.
Cllr Charles Gerrish
Conservative Shadow Spokesman for
Resources

Let's show we care about
Keynsham 
Dear Stephen,
Like Ron Payne and John Howlett (previous
issues) I have lived in Keynsham long enough
to see it change - since 1962 in fact.
Yes, we have been 'consulted' to death in the
past and still felt ignored but we are where we
are, we are not impotent and still have much
to be thankful for.
As a small town sitting between two
heavyweights I would suggest that our
salvation lies with our independent traders.
They could be our Unique Selling Point but
we need to show that we value their friendly,
personal service by using them - regularly.
This is down to US as individuals.
It is down to B&NES not to crucify the ones
we already have and to encourage new start-
ups in the town.
There is life after shopping though and
Keynsham has a tradition of 'do-it-yourself'
entertainment. If you have an interest it is
highly probable that like-minded people have
already started a group - find it, join it and
even better, volunteer to help run it.
Our new library/community space building is
something to be celebrated too and it could
become the creative hub of the town - with
OUR support. Ric Davison the director of our
brilliant Music Festival, is already working with
existing groups on a programme of events for
the space as well as planning to bring new
talent into the town.
Keynsham Film Works is already part of this.
After 10 comfortable years in the Fry Club we
had to relocate and have run two successful
shows at our new venue in 2015.
The raked seating is good for subtitled films
and the team appreciate not having to erect
the screen each time or take a step ladder to
mount the projector.

If you want to join us, films are screened on
the first Thursday of the month and start at
7.45pm - come and try it out and you may
wish to sign up as a member.
Keynsham will only continue to thrive if WE
show that we care about the town and the
people in it.
Sheila Crocombe

Our dear pets 
Dear Editor,
In precious life, one has the greatest intensity
of feeling between tears of grievous loss and
tears of joy at survival.  Having gone through
such a rollercoaster ride recently I can just
say the following:
My dog Sadie had a serious cancer operation
and was delivered through by veterinary
surgeon Lynne Day and her brilliant team at
the PDSA in Bath Road, Brislington.
My dog is a lovely companion and is loved by
all who meet her. For those who have lost
pets recently, I can imagine just how you feel.
I send you my sympathy, the same sympathy
and support I received from the fantastic team
at PDSA during my recent ordeal.
D Britton
Oldland Common

Low-level smear tactic 
Dear Stephen,
Last week (commencing 23rd February) saw
the Labour Party Parliamentary candidate for
North East Somerset launch a smear
campaign against incumbent MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg. Whilst we may not always agree
with some of Jacob's positions (I sometimes
disagree with him) I'm confident that the
people of North East Somerset will see
through this blatant attempt to slander the
hard work that our MP has done over the last
five years.
The website (www.ressmoggrecord.com) set
up and sponsored by the local Labour Party
demonstrates just how low they are willing to
go to try and win here; it is desperate stuff! I 
can remember how the negative campaign
launched by Dan Norris in the 2010 election
campaign backfired on him; people don't like 

             



bullying! It is increasingly clear that Labour
have not learned from their mistakes.
I hope that the local Labour Party will soon
regret this low-level smear tactic and start
campaigning on the issues that matter most
to the people of North East Somerset.
Mathew Blankley

Double credit to the Lib
Dems 
Dear Sir,
Patrick Anketell-Jones is incorrect that the Lib
Dems can't take the credit for four years of
zero council tax (Issue 360). While the Tories
were running the Council from 2007-2011,
council tax increased by nearly 10%. The Lib
Dem record is a 0% increase in the last four
years and this will continue into next year. 
Patrick claims that this could only be achieved
because of the national government providing
extra funding to councils. First of all can I
remind everybody that we have a coalition
government therefore the Lib Dems can claim
the credit for this support from central
government just like the Tories. Secondly
national government only provides an
incentive and local councils still need to find a
substantial sum from their own budget to
deliver a full council tax freeze for their
residents. 
So it is a double credit to the Lib Dems that
we got a zero council tax increase in North
East Somerset; we created the incentive
nationally and delivered the result locally. 
Wera Hobhouse
Liberal Democrat PPC for North East
Somerset

Truth and politics 
Dear Stephen,
So here we go. The gloves are off as we near
the General Election. The claims and counter-
claims are up and running. A case in point is
the letter (Issue 360) from Cllr Patrick
Anketell-Jones (Conservative) questioning

B&NES Lib Dems for taking all the glory for
not raising council tax in their 2015/16 budget
announcement. 
The case put forward by Anketell-Jones
would seem solid enough and believable.
Turn the letters page and there are those
pesky Lib Dems Duncan Hounsell/Farida
Wilson making that very claim Mr Anketell -
Jones is speaking of, hoping to convince us
that they are the champions of you and I.
Clearly only one of them can be right. I know
who my money is on. Stretching the truth
seems to be an acceptable part of
electioneering and explains why so many
young voters are put off. While the main three
will continue to bash each other, UKIP march
on!
And a final point. Is it not strange how,
whenever a party is in opposition, we hear of
the wonderful things they will do if elected but
never seem to come up with these ideas
when in power?
John Howlett, Keynsham

Overpayment is a scandal 
Dear Editor,
M O'Regan misses the point in his letter in
your last issue. In addition to substantial
payments for carrying out operations, private
company Care UK will have received a sum of
over £7m of local NHS funds for doing
nothing, simply because not enough patients
were treated at Emersons Green. 
It's a scandal. And he is wrong to say that
Protect Our NHS, or, to my knowledge
anyone else, organised a boycott of
Emersons Green.
Indeed, the problem seems to be that GPs
would not refer patients there due to problems
they and the NHS then have to pick up. In
addition, Care UK are able to refer back to the
NHS all patients who have anything more
than the most straightforward conditions.
This Government's stated aim is to give GPs
the power to decide how health services are
provided. Let's hope the 64 Bristol GPs are
listened to.
Shaun Murphy
Protect Our NHS

Big spender 
Dear Stephen,
I see the election campaign is well under way,
but Duncan Hounsell and Farida Wilson's
letter about Saltford is not a forecast for the
future.
It maybe that the Lib Dems, with a bit of
central government backing, have the council
tax level in B&NES, but here in Saltford,
under Duncan Hounsell's chairmanship of the
parish council, the Saltford precept rose
29.6%, yes TWENTY NINE POINT SIX PER
CENT, which in his rush to spend money
included getting two different contractors to
each trim the same trees in the churchyard. 
Even now, there is his motion at this week's
meeting to repair parts of the playing field at
Saltford's expense, which if it were in Bath
would automatically be paid for by all
residents of B&NES and should be, rather
than reduce B&NES' expense at a cost to
Saltford residents.
In my nine years of chairmanship of Saltford
Parish Council, the Saltford precept reduced,
thanks to transferring responsibilities that
were covered in Bath by B&NES back to
B&NES.
Let's hope he never gets the chance to spend
our money like that on B&NES Council or the
whole area will be in financial trouble.
Reg Williams
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The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

Letters
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Idiot (6)
8 Aromatic spice (6)
9 Sharp emotional feeling (4)
10 Enduring (8)
11 Popular winter Olympic competition (3,4)
13 Piece of dug up turf (5)
15 Intoxicating (5)
17 Type of grasshopper (7)
20 Rhythmic sound (8)
21 Red coloured mineral (4)
22 Engaged partner (6)
23 Entertained (6)

Down
1 Seize control by force (6)
2 Stolen property (4)
3 Ancient Egyptian dynasty (7)
4 Bring together (5)
5 Make someone of something look silly (8)
6 Temporary structure (4-2)
12 A decision in law (8)
14 Incomplete (7)
16 Type of insect (6)
18 Existing at birth (6)
19 Christian name (5)
21 Overwhelming defeat (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Idiot (6)7
Aromatic spice (6)8
Sharp emotional feeling (4)9
Enduring (8)10
Popular winter Olympic competition (3,4)11
Piece of dug up turf (5)13
Intoxicating (5)15
Type of grasshopper (7)17
 Rhythmic sound (8)20
Red coloured mineral (4)21
Engaged partner (6)22
Entertained (6)23

Down

Seize control by force (6)1
Stolen property (4)2
Ancient Egyptian dynasty (7)3
Bring together (5)4
Make someone of something look silly (8)5
Temporary structure (4-2)6
A decision in law (8)12
Incomplete (7)14
Type of insect (6)16
Existing at birth (6)18
Christian name (5)19
Overwhelming defeat (4)21

Monster Raving Loony Party
candidate to stand in Kingswood
Eric Mutch, from Staple Hill, is to stand as
the Monster Raving Loony Party candidate
in the Kingswood constituency at May's
General Election.
The 49-year-old previously made history by
turning himself into the first official genuine
'none of the above' option on a UK ballot
paper at the 2010 General Election
He changed his name by deed poll to Zero
None Of The Above and stood in the Filton &
Bradley Stoke constituency, winning 172
votes.
He promised to resign immediately if he won
the seat. 
This time he says he wants to offer “something
positive”. His policies include cutting MPs pay
in half and abolishing all their expenses, as
well as paying every UK adult citizen aged 16
and over £11,375 a year in tax-free
unconditional basic income and every child
£2,650 a year. This policy would be funded
through scrapping the benefits system and
charging 50% tax on all additionally earned

income.
The other seven candidates who have
declared they are standing in Kingswood are
Conservative Chris Skidmore (defending his
seat), Jo McCarron (Labour), Adam Boyden
(Lib Dem), Duncan Odgers (UKIP), Richard
Worth (Trade Unionist and Socialist Coalition),
Cezara Nanu (Green) and Julie Lake (BNP).

Brislington  
Hundreds
sign petition
to save library
Hundreds of people have
signed a petition launched
last week after it emerged
that Wick Road Library is
under threat as part of the
city council's shake-up of
the service.
It follows a public
consultation by the
council which needs to
make a £1.1m reduction
in its library budget.
Wick Road is one of
seven libraries across the
city earmarked for
closure. The others are
Eastville, Clifton, Redland,
Sea Mills, Westbury and
Marksbury Road in
Bedminster.
The online petition is at
http://tinyurl.com/l9t8orw

Eric Mutch
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A series of guided footpaths walks jointly organised by
Bitton and Hanham Abbots parish councils will take place
between April and September.
All walks start at 2.30pm and will last between two and three
hours. The walks are open to all ages but those under 16 should
be accompanied by an adult. If you bring a dog, you will be
responsible for keeping it on a lead where appropriate.
The paths vary in condition. All include stiles or gates and some
go alongside rivers.

The first walk is on Sunday 26th April,, meeting at Bitton Station
before heading off to Londonderry Farm and along the River
Avon to the Lock Keeper pub and then on to Avon Riverside
Station before heading back to Bitton Station.
The walks will be led by Clive Brett who can be contacted on
07434 869429 or clive@brett.org.uk
For details of the rest of the season's walks go to
www.bittonparishcouncil.co.uk

Guided footpath walks
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Hanham  

Minister visit eco-village
Stephen Williams, Bristol West MP and Minister for
Communities and Housing, called in on Hanham Hall last week
to be briefed on the success of the pioneering housing
development. 
He was accompanied on a tour of the site by local MP Chris
Skidmore and South Gloucestershire councillor Ruth Davis.
With all but four of the 185 new properties now either
purchased off plan or reserved since the development opened
in 2012, the eco-homes have proved a major hit with house
hunters.  
Developed in partnership by Barratt Homes and the Homes and
Community Agency the houses incorporate a range of energy-

saving innovations and use around 45% less water than
conventional homes. As a testament to their enduring appeal,
sales staff at Barratt Homes told us that only one property has
actually come onto the market for resale in the last two-and-a-
half years. 
The development, which also includes office space within the
old hospital building, is due to be completed this summer.

Greg Morgan from HCA, David Bond from Barratt Homes,
Minister Stephen Williams, Cllr Ruth Davis and Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore

Keynsham 

Guild's AGM
The Annual General Meeting of St Keyna Townswomen's
Guild will be on Tuesday 10th March at the Fear Hall from
9.45am to 11.45am. 
It will be followed by a sing-a-long with the Saltford
Serenaders.
All new members and guests are made very welcome at
meetings and everyone has an opportunity to get involved
with the various sub-groups which meet outside of the
normal monthly get-together on the morning of the second
Tuesday of each month. 
The Guild has yet to decide what its nominated charity will
be for this year.  
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From a long list of local schemes on the transport priority
list, members of the Kings Forest Forum last week chose
five that will be implemented in the coming financial year.
Waiting restrictions and a residents' parking scheme in Station
Road and Tower Road North in Warmley, where residents have
complained about having nowhere to park, were approved. Also
selected was a review of waiting restrictions in the Hanham
area which will help traders affected since the community
centre enforced its private car park status in 2013.
A scheme for speed cushions in Mill Lane and Victoria Road in
North Common, near St Barnabas' School, along with a review

of waiting restrictions in Mill Lane, Poplar Close, Poplar Road
and Millfield Drive were also chosen, along with a review of
waiting restrictions in Blackhorse Road at Emersons Green.
Meanwhile four projects were selected from the investigation
scheme priority list. Council officers will look into the possibility
of a ramp connecting Redfield Edge Primary School in Oldland
Common with the Bristol & Bath Railway Path. Also being
looked at are possible pedestrian crossing facilities on
Emersons Way at Emersons Green and also on Long Beach
Road, near Auburn Avenue, in Longwell Green, and the
removal of three laybys near the quarry at Rock Road in Wick.

Traffic schemes selected
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Police are appealing for witnesses after a woman was attacked
in a subway in Warmley.
The 19-year-old has told police that she was walking through
the subway leading from Cock Road to Wraxall Road when an
unknown man attacked her from behind and pushed her to the
ground. She was knocked unconscious for several minutes and
suffered a graze to her forehead.
The attack happened between 3pm and 3.30pm on Wednesday
18th February. The subway goes under the ring road and is well
used. Anyone with any information is asked to call 101, quoting
reference number 17646/15.

Woman knocked
unconscious in
subway attack

Plea for
volunteer drivers
The transport project Friends in Need, run by Churches
Together in Keynsham & Saltford, urgently requires
volunteer drivers to take patients to hospital appointments in
Bristol and Bath. 
Mileage expenses are paid. If you have a few hours to spare,
please get in touch with chief co-ordinator Mary Face by
email at c.face@btinternet.com or call on 0117 9863960.
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Local businesses, schools and a team of residents are
joining together to shout about what Brislington has to
offer.
Shop Brislington is a three-week event celebrating the retail
and business diversity that Brislington has to offer, both to its
local residents and beyond.

The campaign runs from 7th to 28th March and a map and
competition entry forms for the trail are now available from any
of the 49 participating businesses - just look out for the Shop
Brislington poster in the window.

The Brislington Community Partnership (BCP) has received
over £5,000 from Bristol City Council's Active Neighourhood
Transport Grants scheme to put on the community-led
shopping trail.

Madeleine Joanes, from the Little Kitchen Cookery School said
"We are really excited to be part of this campaign; as a new
business we chose to be in Brislington as we feel like it's on the
up.

“Lots of new and exciting businesses have opened in the area
over the last few years and the mix of these and the more
traditional high street shops make it a great place to do your
shopping."

Shop Brislington will be running two competitions. The first is a
scavenger hunt aimed at children which has been designed by
pupils at West Town Lane Academy, St Anne's Infants and
Holymead Primary. Families need to gather the clues hidden in
participating shop windows to spell out a web link where they
can go and win some brilliant prizes. 

Meanwhile adults will be able to collect stickers from shops they
visit to enter a competition and win prizes donated by the
participating shops. 

Follow the campaign and find out the latest updates at
www.facebook.com/ShopBrislington and @ShopBrislington on
Twitter.

Happy shopping in Brislington
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Family of Ross & Clare meet Prime Minister
The family of Ross and Clare Simons, the couple killed in
Hanham by a dangerous, disqualified driver, met with the
Prime Minister last Wednesday  to discuss their campaign
for a change to the driving laws.
The meeting was arranged by Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore,
who has supported the family in their campaign, and ensured
that the law was changed last year so that disqualified drivers
face longer jail sentences for death by driving, from two years
to 10 years.
The family is now campaigning to change the maximum jail
sentence for death by dangerous driving, which is currently 14
years. 
Nicholas Lovell, from Oldland Common, who killed the couple
while they were riding a tandem bike on Lower Hanham Road
in January 2013, was given the maximum sentence but with a
guilty plea, this was reduced to 10 years and six months and he
may be out in five years due to early release conditions.
The Prime Minister listened closely to Ross's sister Kelly
Woodruff, who set out their case for changing the law, so that
Lovell, who had 69 previous convictions and was banned from
driving having had 11 dangerous driving convictions, should
have been sentenced for longer as a result of repeated
offences. 
David Cameron said he would take up their case by writing a
letter to the Justice Secretary setting out all the points they had
raised, so that these were looked into in the ongoing review of
dangerous driving laws being conducted by the Sentencing

Review Council.
After the meeting Kelly said: "We were really encouraged by the
meeting, and came away feeling that the Prime Minister was
really on our side. 
“We want to ensure that we do all we can to keep persistent
dangerous drivers who kill off the roads, and to help save future
lives that could be lost."
Mr Skidmore said: "I have always been determined to do all I
can for the families, who have been so brave to take their
campaign to the Prime Minister. I will continue to fight for
Justice for Ross and Clare and to get the change we need."

Ross's sister Kelly Woodruff and her son Callum, Dawn & Edwin
Simons and Chris Skidmore MP meet David Cameron
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50 years of luxury travel

Whitchurch-based company Peter Carol is celebrating half
a century of service to the Bristol public and the firm is still
owned and operated by its founders. 
While probably best known to our readers for its extensive and
varied programme of excursions and theatre trips, Peter Carol
has also been providing top-end luxury coach travel for major
national and international organisations, as well as royal
families, celebrities and politicians.
Maintaining a fleet of luxury coaches fit for a king is not a cheap
exercise these days and to mark the 50th anniversary, the
company has just invested over £1m in upgrading vehicles. All
Peter Carol coaches have on-board toilet, refreshment facilities,
DVD and WiFi.  The specialist vehicles also offer leather
seating, tables, lounge areas, mood lighting and microwave
ovens.
With Bristol City Football Club currently riding high at the top of
League One, it is worth noting that Peter Carol has been the
chosen means of transport for the team for the last 30 years.
During that time, they have made two trips to Wembley, with a
third one very eagerly anticipated in the coming weeks. This

year has also seen that relationship develop and Peter Carol
has supplied a new coach for the benefit of Bristol Sport, the
parent company of the Robins. That means transporting all the
other teams in the Bristol Sport group to their matches,
including Bristol Rugby and Bristol Academy Ladies Football,
as well as the basketball and sport racing teams.
For those of us who are not among Bristol's sporting elite, the
Peter Carol excursion and short breaks programme still offers
an extremely comfortable form of air conditioned travel and a
superb choice of destinations from London to Devon, even
Disneyland Paris or Ireland. 
And it's not just coach travel either. In London you can choose
from a wealth of popular West End shows, river cruises, visits
to the Shard or London Eye, meals at posh restaurants and
accommodation in four-star hotels.  Alternatively you can head
for the locations for popular TV programmes from Coronation
Street to Downton Abbey, as well as enjoying chauffeur style
travel and tickets for pop concerts and sporting events.  
With 50 years of experience to fall back on, you are in good
hands. Call 01275 839839 or visit www.petercarol.co.uk

The new Bristol Sport team coach
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Industrial
heritage
exhibition
A heritage exhibition will be held at Bath City Football Club
in Twerton this Saturday, 7th March, focusing on aspects of
the Bath area's rich industrial past.
Exhibitors include Saltford Brass Mill, Avon Valley Railway, the
Museum of Bath at Work, Claverton Pumping Station, Bath
Heritage Watchdog, the Royal Mineral Hospital and the Kennet
& Avon Canal Trust.  
The main organiser is Cllr Bryan Chalker, B&NES Member
Champion for Heritage & Historic Environment, and the
exhibition is free to both exhibitors and visitors.  
“I am extremely grateful to Bath City Football Club, who have
given us the ground floor function rooms free for the day,” he
said.
“This is a wonderful opportunity to profile the great
achievements of Stothert & Pitt and other Bath manufacturers
and we'll be including the Blitz of 1942, links with RMS Titanic
and other great ocean liners of the period, the canals, rivers and
railways and, of course, chocolate makers in Keynsham.”
Also included will be a display of domestic memorabilia from the
councillor's personal collection of packaging and early tin-plate
toys and clockwork trains.
The exhibition will be held between 10am and 4pm.

New golf pair
take up franchise
A Compton Dando couple have gone into business together to
take up the catering franchise at Saltford Golf Club.
Dan and Gemma Haywood have named their partnership
Haywards Kitchen. Dan is a chef with 18 years of experience
while Gemma handles front of house, including wedding
planning.
They will be catering
for the day-to-day
running of the busy
golf club, including
gourmet evenings,
private functions,
parties and wedding
receptions.
A golf club spokesman
said:  “We firmly
believe this is the way
forward, a strategic
partnership for the
future, a realisation of
our perception of
being the area's
number one golfing and events venue.”
Dan trained as a chef at the Pump Room in Bath and his last
position was at The Hare & Hounds at Lansdown. 
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Highlighting the dangers
of carbon monoxide
The dangers of carbon monoxide poisoning and the signs
to look out for were highlighted at a public meeting in
Kingswood.
Only recently an inquest heard how a couple from South
Gloucestershire died from carbon monoxide (CO) poisoning
after not having their boiler serviced in 10 years.
Flax Bourton Coroner's Court heard that Jon and Debbie
Coster, from Yate, had been suffering from headaches in the
lead-up to the tragedy and relatives had suggested they get the
boiler checked. 
Charlotte Landeg-Cox, from Public Health England, gave a
presentation to the Kings Forest Forum last Monday about the
tasteless, odourless and colourless gas which is produced
when fuel does not burn properly.
If heating and cooking appliances are not installed, maintained
and used properly, the gas may accumulate to dangerous and
even deadly levels. CO can also build up when a chimney, flue
or air vent into a room has been blocked.
CO can kill without warning, sometimes in a matter of minutes.
Low levels of CO breathed in over longer periods of time may
not kill you, but can still harm you as they may affect your
nervous system or memory.

Symptoms of CO
poisoning include
headaches, tiredness,
dizziness, confusion,
nausea and vomiting.
The symptoms can be
similar to flu or food
poisoning.
You may also notice
that others in the
same property have
similar symptoms and
they may get better when you are away from your property.
Pets acting strangely is also another sign to look out for.
If you suspect you are being poisoned by CO, the advice is to
turn off appliances, open the windows to let in fresh air, and
move outside. See a doctor at once. 
Only an audible alarm can detect and alert you to dangerous
carbon monoxide levels. Alarms are manufactured by a wide
range of companies and widely available in DIY and hardware
stores, supermarkets and online. 
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St George 

Air Balloon Hill
Primary School
celebrates
Ofsted report
Air Balloon Hill Primary School is celebrating following a
successful Ofsted inspection which saw the school move from
being rated as in need of improvement” to good.
Inspectors were particularly impressed with the 740-pupil
school's strong leadership, high quality teaching and positive
relationships between staff and pupils. 
Headteacher Rob Worsfold said: “I'm delighted that Air Balloon
has got the recognition as a "good school with real strengths"
from Ofsted, as we have an excellent team working in school
and this is justification of all their hard work and good intentions.  
“We have been through amalgamation, building works and
expansion in size. It has been a difficult and challenging few
years but we all feel now that we have come out the other side. 
“We have a fantastic building, wonderful children, an amazing
set of staff and governors, supportive parents and we all truly
believe that Air Balloon has a rosy and exciting future." 

        



Building Services Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Clock Repairs
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Chimney Sweep

Car Services

        



Directory & What’s On

Furniture Makers

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.
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Dentists

Electrical

Driveways

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Compost

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Events Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Logs

Hypnotherapy

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance
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Garden Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Joinery

LocksmithsGarden Services

       



Directory & What’s On
Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Painting
& Decorating
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry

Pet Services

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Stair Repairs

Storage
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Directory & What’s On
Waste DisposalWaste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Taxis

FAMILY ANNOUNCEMENTS

Diamond Wedding

Call 0117 986 0381
with your personal
or family messages
Deadline Monday

at 4pm

Skip Hire

           



Sudoku Solutions
7 6 5 4 9 1 3 8 2
8 3 9 6 7 2 5 4 1
1 4 2 3 8 5 6 7 9
2 5 4 7 1 6 8 9 3
3 9 7 8 2 4 1 6 5
6 1 8 9 5 3 4 2 7
9 8 3 5 4 7 2 1 6
5 7 1 2 6 8 9 3 4
4 2 6 1 3 9 7 5 8

8 3 4 9 7 5 1 2 6
9 1 2 4 8 6 5 3 7
6 5 7 3 2 1 4 9 8
1 4 6 8 3 9 7 5 2
3 2 9 5 4 7 8 6 1
5 7 8 1 6 2 3 4 9
4 6 3 7 9 8 2 1 5
7 9 1 2 5 4 6 8 3
2 8 5 6 1 3 9 7 4

2 -Hard1-Easy
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Crossword Solution
H S P U S L

N I T W I T N U T M E G
J A O I U A

P A N G L I F E L O N G
C E Y T T

S K I J U M P D I V O T
U Y P F

H E A D Y K A T Y D I D
A G P R N

D R U M B E A T R U B Y
W E T I O R

F I A N C E A M U S E D
G T R L T D

As part of a national Be Online campaign, South
Gloucestershire Council has been encouraging residents into
their local library this week to make the most of using the
internet.
Thanks to a grant of £9,000 from the Tinder Foundation, the
council has been able to train more than 40 staff and volunteers
to run IT sessions in libraries and other community centres
across South Gloucestershire to encourage others to get online
and improve their digital literacy and IT skills.

Throughout Be Online fortnight libraries have been offering
taster sessions on how to make the most out of library digital
resources including e-books and e-magazines. 
For details on all the free drop-in sessions visit
www.southglos.gov.uk/beonline
Librarian Debbie Wright said: “If you are interested in getting to
grips with the internet and increasing your digital literacy skills
then why not drop in to your local library during Be Online
fortnight and try out one of our free taster sessions.”
The Be Online campaign was launched at Cadbury Heath
Library last week with volunteer IT tutor Trevor Muir, from
Kingswood, and a number of library users, including Patricia
Waterman.

South Gloucestershire's development control committee
last week deferred making a decision on controversial
plans to put solar panels on fields next to the M4 near
Pucklechurch.
Planning officers had been recommending refusal for the 5MW
solar park at Ring O' Bells Farm, saying the scheme would be
“inappropriate development” in the Green Belt.
But shortly before the meeting, Green Energy UK (GEUK)
presented fresh evidence to back its claim that there are very
special circumstances to justify development in the Green Belt.
Councillors deferred a decision to allow their planning officers
time to consider the latest information.
Independent environmentalist Dr John Feltwell addressed the
committee, saying there were strong ecological benefits to the
proposal for a solar park as the fields would not be ploughed for
the 25 years the solar farm would operate, increasing the fertility
of the soil.
The committee heard from GEUK that although there have been
objections, there has also been considerable support locally,
with over 30 letters backing the plans. GEUK has offered the
Dyrham and Hinton community a share of the income from the
solar farm.
But objector Bruce Gawler, who lives in Dyrham, told the
committee that the scheme was not a “park” but “a large-scale
industrial development proposed for the Green Belt, close to the
Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural Beauty”.
And he slammed the company's attempt to make a very special
case for development in the Green Belt as “childish”.
In the event of planning permission being granted, the plans
would still need to be referred to the Secretary of State Eric
Pickles for approval because the land is Green Belt.

South Glos 

Residents encouraged
to get online

Controversial
solar farm
scheme deferred 
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