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Visit from Bishop Mike 
The Rt Rev Mike Hill, Bishop of Bristol, will be visiting St
Stephen's Church at Soundwell for the 6.30pm service on
Sunday 1st March.

Keynsham 

Death of popular bus driver
Bus company Abus has reported the sad death of Phil
Reason, a familiar face around the town and a popular
member of the community.
Phil drove the Keynsham to Bristol service from 1991 when he
joined the company until September of last year. 
During that time, he is estimated to have made over 40,000
journeys on the route, making hundreds of friends along the
way with his cheery attitude and willingness to help at all times.
Indeed, he was nominated by the Bus Users UK group as Bus
Driver of the Year and in 2010 was made a Community
Champion by then MP Dan Norris. Phil was also a Level 1
qualified football referee and officiated at matches in the Bristol
Downs League until earlier this season.
Abus managing director Alan Peters said: "Phil made a huge
contribution to the success of Abus and became a personal
friend who will be sadly missed by all at the company."
He is survived by his wife June and daughter Louise. His
funeral will take place on Thursday 5th March at Westerleigh
Crematorium (1.30pm) and afterwards at Keynsham Royal
British Legion. 
A bus is being provided for anyone wishing to attend, leaving
Brislington at 12.15 pm, Temple Street, Keynsham, at 12.30 pm
and Keynsham Church at 12.45 pm.
There have been some 200 tributes paid to Phil on our
Facebook page with the story getting over 27,000 hits. 
Comments include: “Lovely, lovely bloke. Always a smile.
Happiest bus driver I have ever come across.” Another tribute
reads: “I will always remember his wonderful smile as I entered
the bus and thank him for the many conversations we had. He
was a true gent always a wonderful warm bus and had the best
decorated bus at Christmas. This is such sad news. Phil you will
be truly missed by myself and thousands of others.”
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The Week in

Council tax in South Gloucestershire and Bath & North East
Somerset is to be frozen for a fifth consecutive year while
in Bristol the council has voted to increase it by 1.95%.
In South Glos, a revenue budget of £184.3m was set for
2015/16, with the average council tax for a Band D property
remaining unchanged at £1,245.20.
The freeze in 2015/16, agreed by the three political parties, will
be followed by a planned two per cent increase in 2016/17 and
the years that follow.
The council said it had been able to freeze council tax for a fifth
year due to positive progress with its current savings
programme, and a one per cent central government grant.
A council spokesperson said: “The budget also includes details
of the Council Savings Programme (CSP), which began in
2014/15 with the aim of delivering an additional £36m of savings
by 2019/20, which is addition to the £43m saved so far. 
“This level of savings requires significant changes to services in
the coming years as the role of the council evolves to meet
anticipated reductions in its resources.”
There was three-party agreement to ring-fence the Independent
Living Fund (ILF) for a year to protect vulnerable people
currently claiming it when the fund is discontinued by
Government in June.
Council tax bills in B&NES have also been frozen for the fifth
year on the trot, with the council saying it recognised the on-
going pressure on household incomes. The average council tax 

                 



for a Band D property is £1,201.85.
Despite financial pressures, the council managed a balanced
budget of £119.843m for 2015/16. 
Cllr David Bellotti (Lib Dem), the Council's Cabinet Member for
Resources, said: “Our sound financial management has
allowed the council to deliver over £30m in savings whilst
protecting essential frontline services, as well as taking on new
legal responsibilities, such as the Care Act.
“We will continue our focus on supporting vulnerable people in
the community whilst investing in the future prosperity of our
communities with new homes, jobs and local facilities.”
This budget sets out a capital spending programme of £84.9m
which includes £6.6m for school expansions across the district
to meet rising demand for pupil places, £5.9m for highway
maintenance and improvements and £1.9m on transport
initiatives.
The council estimates that it will need to make further savings
or additional income of over £38m in the years 2016/17 to
2019/20.
Bristol City Council set its annual budget too - in 2015/16 the
authority will spend just over £360m on day-to-day services,
£122.5m (including external funding) on capital projects to
improve infrastructure like roads and buildings, and £88.6m on
its council housing services through the Housing Revenue
Account. 

The meeting agreed several one-off investments as a result of
a £3.9m fund created by better than expected collection of
council tax over the past year. 
Mayor George Ferguson said: “There's very little joy in having
to make savings as a result of Government cuts in funding, but
I am pleased that the vast majority of savings are being made
through working more efficiently and changing the way we
deliver services, rather than removing them.”
The 1.95% increase in council tax that was approved will cost
just over 50p per week for the average Band D home.
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Seven candidates lined up to
fight Kingswood
Seven candidates are now known to be standing at May's
General Election for the Kingswood seat that Conservative
MP Chris Skidmore will be defending.
In the 2010 election Mr Skidmore ousted Labour's Dr Roger
Berry who had been the MP for 18 years. Hoping to win back
the seat for Labour is Jo McCarron, who was selected at the
end of 2013.
Last week Adam Boyden was revealed as the Lib Dems' choice
for Kingswood. He has been a district councillor since 2011 in
Frome and a town councillor since 2013. 
Also last week UKIP announced their candidate - Duncan
Odgers. Meanwhile Richard Worth is standing for the Trade
Unionist and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) and the Greens have
selected women's right expert Cezara Nanu. The British
National Party (BNP) candidate is Julie Lake from Mangotsfield.

UKIP candidate meets
Keynsham electorate
UKIP's candidate for North East Somerset was out of the
streets of Keynsham last week.
Former Royal Marine and businessman Ernie Blaber, from

Midsomer Norton,  is hoping to turn the constituency purple and
yellow in May and will be challenging the sitting MP Jacob
Rees-Mogg. 
A well-known Eurosceptic himself, Mr Rees-Mogg was widely
tipped to join the two other Conservative MPs who defected to
UKIP last year. He did, however, pledge his allegiance to the
Tories, telling The Week In at the time that there was more
chance of Ken Russell joining UKIP than him.
Lawyer Todd Foreman is contesting the North East Somerset
seat for Labour, Wera Hobhouse, from Paulton, is standing for
the Lib Dems and as we reported last week, Bath University
student Katy Boyce will be representing the Green Party.

Ernie Blaber in
Keynsham last week
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It's as if it never existed. The private toll road outside
Kelston which proved a lifeline for many last year while the
A431 was closed, has now been removed and the field
returned to its original state. 
When severe subsidence caused the emergency closure of the
busy road last February, motorists and commuters were faced
with long detours. When local businessman Mike Watts opened
the short stretch of toll road last summer, it made international
headlines but ceased to operate once Bath & North East
Somerset Council reopened the Kelston Road ahead of
schedule in November.
The final act of restoring the field was carried out by Ston
Easton based R M Perry, the demolition, excavation, and plant
hire company involved in the original build.  They not only dug
up the section of road, but removed all the stone completely free
of charge.
Mr Watts said: "We are overwhelmed by this generous offer by
R M Penny as we were facing significant costs just to dig up the
road and to leave massive piles of stone all over the site.

“This offer by Roger Penny comes in a week when, thanks to the
support of our local MP, Jacob Rees-Mogg, who appealed on
our behalf HMRC have also agreed to waive the shortfall in the
balance of VAT due from the revenue of toll fees during the short
life of the toll road.    
"Both these situations mean that, at the end of the day, we will
have almost broken even and no one is out of pocket.
“However, we still have an outstanding business rates demand
from BANES Council but hope that this can also be waived on
the basis that the toll road never officially existed and we were
not provided with any of the council services.”

Police have released a picture of a man they believe has
information about the theft of a bicycle in Frenchay.
The theft happened in the University of West of England (UWE)
Frenchay Campus at around 3.50pm on Wednesday 28th
January. A man removed a lock using bolt cutters and fled with
a red Carrera bicycle.
He is described having textured skin and was wearing jeans,
dark trainers, a dark coat and dark baseball cap.
Contact Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111 or call
the force number 101 if you recognise him or have any
information.

Field now covers
Kelston toll road

Do you recognise
suspected bike thief?

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

2 6 3
5 7 6 1 4
7 2 3

9 6 7
1 8

4 8 6
5 1 4 6 8

4 6 7 1
8 5 3 9

8 7
8 1 4

6 3
5 7 8

6 3 2 1 5
9 6

7 2
7 2 4 3 9

3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING
Sunday 1st March

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Keynsham  

No relief for Park Road residents
There will be no temporary haul road to lessen the impact
of lorries servicing the K2 Meadows development along
Park Road, Taylor Wimpey has confirmed.
Last May, the company submitted plans for the temporary link
from the site to Charlton Road as part of an application to have
a number of conditions attached to the original planning
permission discharged. 
The plan, which would have meant lorries could exit the site
along the route of the old bridlepath and not through residential
areas, was objected to by B&NES Council highways officers.
Citing concerns for the residential amenity of people living in
Parkhouse Lane, they also requested more information on the
number of lorry movements envisaged before making any

further recommendation. No such information appears to have
been forthcoming and we understand Taylor Wimpey has now
officially withdrawn its plans.
The planning condition discharge application, which was
normally expected to have been decided by last August, is still
stuck in the planning department pending tray awaiting more
information on another of the contentious issues - drainage.
There has been little movement since the Environment Agency
responded to proposals for dealing with the underground
culvert, water run-off and linkage with the other part of the
development (Barratt Homes K2A development).  
However, we understand that Taylor Wimpey has been
instructed by B&NES to cease holding overland water in Abbots
Wood, to stop pumping water from the K2 site and remove the
man-made earth dams which have been constructed. While
parts of Abbots Wood frequently flood in winter, this year large
areas have remained under water for significant periods of time.  
These pictures were taken on Friday 20th February. Ward
councillor Alan Hale has pointed out to B&NES Council that
they are now the owners of the woodland which was intended
to be protected for the recreational use of the community.
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Letters
Policing concerns 
Dear Stephen,
Over the last few months I've spoken to a
number of local police officers about how
tough things have become both for their
morale and their ability keep people safe -
as one officer put it, staffing levels are so
low that officers “are becoming
exhausted, overworked and crucially not
being able to provide the public with the
service they deserve”.
This officer told me that "the cuts were
having a massive impact not only on the
emergency services but on the public they
serve" and that "morale was the lowest he
had ever seen it".
Hundreds of local residents across the
Kingswood constituency signed the
petition I launched before Christmas
calling for the council's community safety
budget to be protected. Councillors were
being tasked with slashing nearly £300k
from the budget, with council officers
ultimately recommending a cut to Police
Community Support Officers to deliver the
savings.
Community safety is a fundamental
priority for residents across our
constituency, and I'm proud that Labour
councillors listened to residents' worries
and have managed to stave off the cut to
PCSOs, diverting money from local
community projects to save the PCSOs
this year, as confirmed at the full council
meeting on Wednesday.
But the reality is that the current
Government has already cut thousands of
police officers nationally - and 500 in our
area. Moreover, the threat to local PCSOs
hasn't gone away. The money to save
them is just a one-year fix. And the

Government is planning a further cut to
police numbers next year of more than
1,000 officers - which they confirmed in
Parliament only this week.
Finances are necessarily tight, but
policing must be a priority, which is why
Labour has set out clear plans to put more
of the money that is available into frontline
policing. A Labour Government will scrap
costly Police and Crime Commissioners,
increase charges for gun licences and
driver retraining courses, and make forces
join together to purchase equipment more
cheaply - and all of the money saved and
raised will be used to protect frontline
policing. 
That ultimately is what the people who
signed my petition want to see - and they'll
want to know why their current
Conservative MP refused to back Labour
in Parliament to try and stop this
Government wielding its axe again to
frontline policing.
Jo McCarron 
Labour's Parliamentary Candidate for
Kingswood

Strength in numbers 
Dear Stephen,
My thanks are due to Sarah Fox (Issue
358) for her support and particularly for
reminding us, in the midst of our
complaining, that Keynsham really is a
friendly, welcoming town. Thank you John
Howlett, in the same issue, for describing
so vividly the decline of Keynsham as a
community over the last 40 years. 
It is easy to think that things have gone
wrong during the lifetime of this B&NES
Council but really the blame lies with
councils and people throughout our
lifetimes.  
My memory of Keynsham in wartime is
negligible but I came to live here in 1970
when some of the big housing estates, so

inappropriate to a small market town, had
already been built, dealing hammer-blows
to our self-image.
When was that image formed?
Keynsham before the war was certainly a
small market town with a population in
1931 of 4,521 and having grown at an
average annual rate of about 0.5%
throughout the 19th century. But then our
numbers nearly doubled to 8,277 in 1951
and again to 15,152 in 1961. Since then
growth has been virtually static - little
more than 1,000 in half a century. Surely
the time for grumbling should have been
in the 1960s? Not so - that spurt of growth
made us come alive, feel optimistic.  That
is the Keynsham we look back to and
yearn for.
The last half century has been a time of
dozy contentment with no growth to
bother about.  But no growth means
stagnation and stagnation eventually ends
in death: a place where people sleep,
spending their waking hours elsewhere: a
place that nobody cares about.
Suddenly this is catch-up time.
Keynsham has to grow and fast. What it
grows into is up to us - now. We can
remain stagnant and let outsiders foist
their dormitory town ideas onto us, or we
can decide what we are to be ourselves. 
John Howlett has put his finger on the key.
People, individually, have been saying
what they want - and have been ignored
because they are 'lone prophets'.  Of
course we will be ignored until we all
speak together with one voice.
How many people out there are
dissatisfied with the way things are?
Whether you have written to The Week In
or not, just drop the editor a line or two so
that we know you are interested.  Only as
a group can we make our voices heard.
Ron Payne
Keynsham
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Letters
ProNHS 'propaganda' 
Dear Stephen,
Following the exposure of Southmead's
failings (Issue 359), I hope South Glos
Clinical Commissioning Group (Issue 354)
- when contradicting the ProNHS
propaganda letter - adheres to its
intention to renew its contract with Care
UK to at least safeguard existing local
healthcare. 
Misled by the alleged overspend, I
suspect few of the doctors who signed
actually read that letter; the claim “referral
to the ISTC involves time-consuming
guidelines” is totally untrue. My referral,
and others I know of, took days, not
weeks. 
The claim “The ISTC 'cherry picks'
patients, leaving the NHS to treat more
complex cases”, is twisting the facts. The
truth is Southmead faced an overload
situation and every operation was
expensive, due to the capital cost of the
back-up services and equipment
necessary to deal with a complication,
should it occur. 
However pre-screening could identify a
large percentage which didn't need them,
and be treated in a smaller hospital with
much less equipment, the savings being
shared between the NHS and Care UK. 
The letter's last plea is for the CCG to
change its mind in March and “to integrate
the services into the local NHS without the
need for the participation of private
companies”.  This demonstrates their total
unreality - the timescale for building a
suitable hospital is years. 
Whatever their motives, all ProNHS
achieved was ensuring public money was
wasted in boycotting facilities that had

been paid for, and worse, patients
suffering pain through joining
unnecessarily long waiting lists. 
M O'Regan

Budget bemusement 
Dear Sir,
As reported last week, residents in
B&NES are set to see their council tax
frozen for a fifth year in a row this year.
After years when councils were forced to
raise council tax by the policies of the
previous Government, this freeze in our
council tax bills has helped to go some
way to ease the pressure on family
finances over a difficult few years - and
was a key Conservative policy at the last
General Election.
However, I am bemused by the way the
Lib Dems running B&NES try to claim the
freeze in council tax as their own
achievement.  The reality is that for the
past five years the Conservative-led
coalition in Westminster has provided
additional funding to any council which
agrees not to raise council tax.
This has meant that the Lib Dem
administration on B&NES has received
around £4m from George Osborne to help
freeze our council tax bills.   Perhaps the
Lib Dems could have used some of this
extra money to give better protection to
local services, like public toilets, citizens'
advice and children's centres.  But then,
there are those parts of the budget the Lib
Dems are less keen to talk about.
Cllr Patrick Anketell-Jones
(Con, Lansdown)
Camden

Go bananas for Fairtrade 
Dear Sir,
We are now in Fairtrade Fortnight, which
gives us all the opportunity to both think

about and support Fairtrade. Keynsham is
a Fairtrade town and support is given by
the churches and a number of
businesses. 
There are over 4,500 Fairtrade products,
which is vastly different from when the
organisation started selling just coffee, tea
and sugar. A product now well associated
with Fairtrade is the humble banana, with
one in three sold in the UK being
Fairtrade. Buying Fairtrade means the
producer gets a guaranteed minimum
price for his product ensuring a higher
standard of living for all involved.
We have four of the national
supermarkets represented in Keynsham -
Tesco, Waitrose, Sainsbury's and the Co-
op. In the case of the last three, ALL of
their bananas sold are Fairtrade, but in
the case of Tesco it is only 10% of sales.
An argument frequently put forward is that
Fairtrade products are more expensive,
but this does not appear to be so. At the
time of writing this, loose Fairtrade
bananas at Waitrose and Sainsbury's are
68p per kilo, the same price as Tesco's
non-Fairtrade bananas. The Fairtrade
ones at Tesco are £1.35 for a bag of six
weighing just under a kilo. With this
pricing structure it appears that Tesco are
not interested in selling Fairtrade
bananas. The bananas at Co-op were
priced at £1 per kilo. 
I have emailed Tesco at Keynsham twice
to ask why they are not more supportive of
the Fairtrade product but have received
no response. Perhaps those readers of
The Week In who are supportive of the
Fairtrade principle would like to consider
carefully where they shop for their
bananas in future.
Thank you.
Mike Barrow
Keynsham
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Crossword ACROSS
7 Classical form of dance (6)
8 Sweet liquid produced in plants (6)
9 Nautical term to shift from side to side (4)
10 Pussy, infected (8)
11Electric current produced by chemical action (7)
13 Sedate (5)
15 Layers of rock or ore in geology (5)
17 Wrinkled (7)
20 Poisonous Mediterranean plant (8)
21 Citrus rind (4)
23 Cylindrical container (6)
24 Sawn timber (6)

Down
1 Watchful (4)
2 Customer (6)
3 A drug causing contraction of body tissues (7)
4 Annoyed (5)
5 Wildcat with dark-spotted brown coat (6)
6 Liver disease (8)
12 Jump across (8)
14 Bad government (7)
16 Deficient, scarce (6)
18 A protein produced by living cells (6)
19 Confuse (5)
22 Fatty tissue used in cooking (4)

1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Classical form of dance (6)7
Sweet liquid produced in plants (6)8
Nautical term to shift from side to side (4)9
Pussy, infected (8)10
Electric current produced by chemical 
action (7)

11

Sedate (5)13
Layers of rock or ore in geology (5)15
Wrinkled (7)17
Poisonous Mediterranean plant (8)20
Citrus rind (4)21
Cylindrical container (6)23
Sawn timber (6)24

Down

Watchful (4)1
Customer (6)2
A drug causing contraction of body tissues 
(7)

3

Annoyed (5)4
Wildcat with dark-spotted brown coat (6)5
Liver disease (8)6
Jump across (8)12
Bad government (7)14
Deficient, scarce (6)16
A protein produced by living cells (6)18
Confuse (5)19
Fatty tissue used in cooking (4)22

Letters
Waste of NHS funds 
Dear Stephen,
I would like to correct Mike Barrow
(Letters, Issue 358). At no time have I
shown political prejudice, as he suggests.
I am supported by all political parties as is
widely known, especially in my quest to
have the minor injuries unit installed at
Cossham Memorial Hospital that was
promised but not delivered back in 2012.
It is the waste of NHS funds that concerns
me, as it should concern us all!
I agree with Dr Jonathan Hayes, chair of
South Gloucestershire CCG (Issue 358,
pages 22 & 23), that extra services
provided by Care UK at the Emersons
Green Treatment Centre have given the
local NHS more capacity, but I strongly
disagree that it gives patients more
choice, when Frenchay Hospital was
closed instead of being downgraded, as
was promised. That would have been the
preferred choice, and could have done the
same job as Care UK but saving £7m for
our local health services! I say Frenchay

Hospital could have clearly relieved some
of the burden on the acute hospital waiting
lists.
The CCG have said: “The new contracts
will be open to NHS providers”, when you
know full well the NHS cannot bid as they
have no money, so it will be going to
private providers again, with guaranteed
profits. Where has the money gone from
the sale of that prime site at Frenchay?
Couldn't that go back to the NHS to run
our own treatment centre?
Reg Bennett, Kingswood

B&NES Council 2015/16
budget good for Saltford 
Dear Editor,
The rise in Council Tax for B&NES
Council over the four years of the previous
Conservative administration on B&NES
Council was almost 10% - yes, TEN
percent. The only year that it was zero per
cent was in election year 2011. In stark
contrast, under this current Liberal
Democrat administration, Council tax has
been frozen every year. So there you
have it - Conservatives 10% increase,
Liberal Democrats ZERO per cent
increase. This has been achieved while

still maintaining front-line services such as
the weekly rubbish and recycling
collections which are highly regarded. In
addition, there has been investment such
as the £34 million Keynsham Civic Centre
and the expansion of the popular
Newbridge Park-and-Ride. The freeze in
Council Tax for 2015/16 agreed in the
recent budget meeting is good news once
again for all local Council Tax payers.
Last year saw re-surfacing in the Norman
Road and Stratton Road area of Saltford,
support for the introduction of free school
meals for infants, and £50,000 for Saltford
Brass Mill. In the next twelve months,
Saltford will see road re-surfacing taking
place in Mead Lane, Boyd Road,
Lansdown Road, and Claverton Road
West. In addition, a total of £250,000 has
been earmarked for taking the Saltford
Station project to the next stages of
project development as part of the Metro
West rail programme. 
This Lib Dem budget for B&NES Council
2015/16 is good for Saltford and for the
whole of the Bath and North East
Somerset area.
Duncan Hounsell, Mrs Farida Wilson
Saltford Liberal Democrats

            



The Week in • Thursday 26th February 2015 13

South Gloucestershire's development control committee
was meeting today (Thursday) to decide on a planning
application for a 30-acre solar park next to the M4 near
Pucklechurch.
Planning officers were recommending refusal, saying the
scheme would amount to “inappropriate development” in the
Green Belt.
Green Energy Commercial Ltd have scaled back their plans for
Ring O' Bells Farm from a 16MW (Megawatt) solar park to the
current application for a 5MW one but the plans have been met
with many objections locally.  As well as being in the Green Belt,
the site is close to the Cotswold Area of Outstanding Natural
Beauty. Objectors say a solar park would be an eyesore and
that the glare from the panels could impact on safety for drivers
as the site is directly to the south of the motorway.
The possible hazard to aircraft has also been raised, as well as
concern about the risk of pollution to the River Boyd from
detergents used to clean the panels which would become dirty
as they are so close to the M4.

Council set to pull
the plug on
controversial solar
farm scheme

Hundreds of children and young people took part in the annual
Kingswood Eisteddfod held at Hanham Community Centre
during half term.
Participants came from as far afield as Cheltenham,
Worcestershire, Swindon, Wales and Devon to perform in
speech and drama, dance and in piano classes. As members of
the British and International Federation of Festival, the
Kingswood Eisteddfod offers performers the opportunity to
develop their individual talent through the feedback, advice and
encouragement of professional adjudicators.
There are fears, however, that due to lack of volunteer support,
the event may not be able to continue in future years. Anyone
willing to help in any way is asked to email Rosemary Powell at
powell662@btinternet.com or call Janet Olliff on 01454 618690.

'Help keep Kingswood
Eisteddfod going'

Talia Webby, Lily Hanks, Alice Colesby and Grace Parry,
winners of the ballet competition for students aged 13-14
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Emersons Green  

Howsmoor Lane traffic
woes continue for residents
The problems of heavy lorries using Howsmoor Lane are
continuing, despite a 'ban' supposedly being enforced.
Life for the Taylor family and their neighbours in their narrow
lane has been turned upside down as the new Lyde Green
village takes shape around them. At times Howsmoor Lane has
been so caked with mud caused by construction and delivery
lorries or flooded from run-off from the site that it has been
virtually impassable.
Some 2,500 homes are being built over the next 10 years by
several developers include Taylor Wimpey and Persimmon.
Local councillor Steve Reade has been supporting the
residents and after holding a meeting with South
Gloucestershire Council officers earlier this month he gained
assurances that lorries should not be using the lane, that all
contractors would be advised that they should be using the new
roads on the development, and that all residents would receive
“personal notification” of any works affecting them.
It was agreed that a sign would be put up by 9th February,
indicating that Howsmoor Lane should not be used by
construction traffic. But it did not materialise and took much
cajoling by residents and Cllr Reade before it was finally put in
place last week.
Mr Taylor told The Week In that HGVS were still using the lane
delivering to Persimmon, see picture, and he had also seen
workmen shifting soil using a 32-ton tipper truck.
This week Cllr Reade said Ian Cummings, of the development
managers Gardiner & Theobald, had assured him that neither
Persimmon nor Taylor Wimpey were using Howsmoor Lane for
access.
Mr Cummings said: “Some people (both prospective house
purchasers and delivery drivers) sometimes end up in
Howsmoor Lane when following their sat navs, rather than
reading the signposts.”
He added: “We do, however, have upcoming works where there
will be no alternative but to use Howsmoor Lane for access.

These relate to the future public open space off Howsmoor
Lane.”
Cllr Reade has urged residents and legitimate users of
Howsmoor Lane to email him of instances where apparent lost
or inconsiderate drivers cause them problems. His address is
steve.reade@rocketmail.com
Meanwhile a 21-day road diversion affecting Howsmoor Lane
that had been due to start on 16th February was cancelled but
it took several calls from Mr Taylor to find out what was
happening, despite the recent promise of improved
communication with residents.
The alternative route was going to be “a carriageway to Land
Parcel 108 within Lyde Green” but as the date of the diversion
drew closer, Mr Taylor informed the council that Taylor Wimpey
had blocked that route so he would have no choice but to use
Howsmoor Lane.
Council engineer Dave Buckland told him that the diversion
would not be taking place as Taylor Wimpey had started house
construction on part of the route. Mr Buckland said a revised
plan to complete the new road construction was being drawn up
and until that had been approved they would not be able to
work in the lane.

Lorry on Howsmoor Lane
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective
and low cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on

0117 986 0381.  Deadline for Situations
Vacant advert bookings is 4.00pm on the

FRIDAY preceding publication.

Warmley welcomed its second Government minister in
four days when Priti Patel visited logistics recruitment firm
CDL on Thursday.
Earlier in the week Foreign Secretary Philip Hammond had
been at the Red Cross in Warmley, as we reported in our last
issue. 
Ms Patel, the Exchequer Secretary to the Treasury, was at CDL
to find out about a scheme that has helped local unemployed
people find work as latest statistics show unemployment in the
South West has fallen faster than the UK average over the last
year.  
And she heard how the firm was suffering from a shortage of
lorry drivers - a problem across the industry nationally.
CDL - Customer Dedicated Logistics Ltd - was formed by
Prompt Transport owner Mark Williams in 2001 and is a leading
recruitment company. Recently it worked with N-Gaged
Training, based in Brislington, on a successful pilot scheme to
train a small group of unemployed people as drivers for the
logistics industry. The course resulted in four people finding
suitable roles
Both CDL and N-Gaged have attended the jobs fairs run by Mr
Skidmore, who organised Ms Patel's visit.
They met one of those to benefit from the pilot, Glyn Evans,
who told them he had been out of work for six years when he
got the chance to benefit from the pilot scheme. He refreshed
his forklift driver's training and got an NVQ in Warehousing &
Storage as well as his Class 2 driver's licence.
Katie Alleyne, from CDL, told the minister and MP that the
national lorry driver shortage and the lack of funding for training
was a big problem for her company. It costs some £2,000 to put
someone through truck training .
With only two per cent of new lorry driver recruits under the age
of 30, she said she wanted to highlight the fact that logistics
was a stable industry in which people could earn good money.
She said CDL was keen to partner up with other organisations
to secure funding for training and was currently having to turn

away work as there were not enough drivers. As a result there
were lorries just sitting in the yard: “There is a cost to the
economy if we don't do this,” she told Ms Patel.

Warmley 

Treasury minister hears firm's
crisis over truck drivers

A significant number of people fail to plan for their housing
and care options for when they reach old age and to meet
this need WE Care & Repair recruits Silverlinks volunteers
to offer peer support and runs Thinking Ahead sessions. 
These free information sessions are designed to help
people think about their housing and care options for later
life early on. There are sessions scheduled for Monday 2nd
March in Bristol and Thursday 5th March in Kingswood, and
dates later in the year in Yate, Patchway, Staple Hill and
Thornbury. For more information contact Lois Nicks on
lois.nicks@wecr.org.uk  or call 0300 323 0700.
WE Care & Repair is an award-winning Home Improvement
Agency, helping the over-60s and disabled people of any
age to continue living independently. It is a not-for-profit
organisation working across Bath & North East Somerset,
Bristol, South Gloucestershire and North Somerset.

Thinking Ahead about
housing and care options

Chris Skidmore, Priti Patel, Glyn Evans and Katie Alleyne
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Hopes of a congestion-busting link road on to the M4 at
Emersons Green are a step closer to reality.
South Gloucestershire Council has agreed to spend £80,000 on
a feasibility study which will draw up plans for a junction onto the
motorway at Westerleigh Road. 
A link road connecting the M4 to the Avon Ring Road (A4174) is
considered by many to be vital to accommodate the increase in
traffic due to the Bristol & Bath Science Park, the 2,800 homes
already built at Emersons Green West and the 2,500 being built
at Emersons Green East over the next 10 years.
Vehicles currently have to access and exit the M4 at Hambrook
or Tormarton.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has been highlighting the need
for the link in Parliament and raised it again last week.
The link road is included in South Gloucestershire's Core
Strategy which was adopted at the end of 2013 and is the
district's planning policy blueprint up to the year 2027.

The occupants of this car appear to have had a lucky escape
after it apparently spun out of control by The Lons country estate
on the A431 Bath Road at Bitton. 

Police say they were called to the scene about 11.30pm on
Saturday. Remarkably there were no reports of any injuries,
despite the black Vauxhall crashing through a metal fence and
hedge and knocking down a pole which crushed the driver's
side. Airbags in the vehicle went off.

Emersons Green 

Funding to
explore idea of
M4 link road

Bitton 

Car destroys pole,
fence and hedge 
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Tom takes the lead in West Side Story
An award-winning youth musical theatre group in Bristol is
set to show West Side Story and taking the lead role of
Tony is Tom Royall, a sixth-form student at Sir Bernard
Lovell School in Oldland Common.
Bristol Musical Youth Productions (BMYP) will perform the hit
musical about star-crossed lovers from rival gangs.
Tom, 17, said: “It's an honour to be given this role.”                   
The event is being sponsored by networking group, What's
Right, and some of the proceeds will go towards its chosen
charities - CCS Adoption, Jessie May, the Southmead Project,
Rainbow Centre, St Peter's Hospice and Young Enterprise.
Tom's dad, wealth consultant Derrick, of Royall Wealth, is a
What's Right member. He said: “This promises to be a great
performance and I believe tickets will sell quickly. These shows
are very professional and it's hard to believe the performers are
all teenagers. It is an opportunity to showcase young talent in
Bristol, as well as raise money for good causes.”
The musical, set in New York City in the 1950s, will run from
Tuesday 24th March to Saturday 28th March at the Redgrave
Theatre in Clifton.
Wednesday will be a 'Golden Ticket' offer, with a champagne

reception on stage
sponsored by asset
management company
Schroders - with some
proceeds split between
What's Right's chosen
charities.
BMYP were awarded
best production for
their Chorus Line
performance in the Rose Bowl Awards, described as the
'Oscars of the South West'.
Vikki Klein, BMYP director and choreographer, said: “The team
have all worked really hard during rehearsals and we are
looking forward to putting on another great performance.”
What's Right, which includes businesses from various
industries, raises money for good causes by donating funds
from work generated as a result of membership. To date, it has
raised over £20,000.
Tickets cost between £12 and £14, while a Golden Ticket for the
Wednesday show, in aid of charity, is £22.For more information
or to book visitwww.bmyp.ticketsource.co.uk  

SBL student Tom Royall
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Choral treat St George
Community fairThe Bristol-based New Harmony Ladies Choir will be in

concert with the Allen Valley Singers from Cornwall at St
Stephen's Church, Soundwell, at 7pm on Saturday 7th March.
Admission is £6 for adults (children free). Tickets are available
from choir members or at the door. Find out more at
www.nhlcbristol.co.uk

The Lord Mayor of Bristol Cllr Alistair Watson will open the St
George Community Fair at St Aidan's Church and Church
Hall on Saturday 7th March.
Entry to the fair, which runs from 11am to 2pm, is free. 
Community groups represented at the fair will include St
George in Bloom, the Friends of Dundridge Park, the Friends
of Avon Valley Woodlands, the Friends of Magpie Bottom,
the Friends of St George Park, Hanham History Group, the
74th St Aidan's Brownies and the 159th St Aidan's Scout
Group, as well as local churches.
It will also be a chance to meet local councillors, police and
neighbourhood council officers and find out more about the
Bristol being the European Green Capital this year. 
Refreshments will be available in the hall, run by the
Friends of Kingsway Youth, and there will be locally
made goods to buy. To download a programme go to
www.staidansbristol.co.uk/fair
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New restaurant spices
up the food scene
Keynsham Spice, which has opened in the Grange Hotel
in Keynsham, is sure to become a firm favourite with
lovers of fine Indian cuisine.
The launch party for the restaurant and takeaway was held
last Tuesday when invited guests enjoyed a delicious buffet
meal to get a flavour of what the Spice has to offer.
Indian restaurant Mehak, which was previously based at the
13-bed hotel on Bath Road, closed at the end of 2014.
There has been a major refurbishment since then and the
result is a contemporary and stylish venue, which is part of
a family-owned chain, with restaurants in Wiltshire,
Oxfordshire and another in Somerset. The ownership of the
Grange Hotel itself remains unchanged. 
The restaurant's décor is a bold, spicy palette, giving it a
warm and welcoming feel, and there is a separate function
room to cater for large parties, such as birthdays, weddings
or anniversaries.
Fully licensed and open seven days a week, Keynsham
Spice offers friendly and courteous service and authentic
and imaginative traditional Indian cooking using the best
quality and freshest ingredients. There are lots of signature
dishes to try and a great choice for vegetarians. Every dish
is cooked individually to keep food to the highest standard.
Tuesday is 'Happy Night' when a starter, main dish and rice
or naan costs £11.95 (eat in only). There is also a Sunday

lunchtime buffet costing £9.95 for adults and £4.95 for
children under 10.
So for a true taste of India, add some Spice to your life!
Keynsham Spice is at 42 Bath Road and open from Monday
to Saturday for lunch from noon to 2pm and in the evening
from 5.30pm to 11.30pm. Sunday opening hours are noon to
3pm and from 5.30pm to 11pm. Call 0117 986 0500 or visit
www.keynshamspice.co.uk.
10% discount on all takeawaysA taste of India

Keynsham Spice is in the Grange Hotel on Bath Road

Co-owners of the Grange Keri & Gary Loughran, left, and
John and Linda Packer, right, welcome Jon who runs

Keynsham Spice
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Quiz night
The Lions Club of Keynsham are hoping to challenge the
community's general knowledge by inviting them to a quiz
evening on Friday 20th March.
Held at Saltford Hall, the club are looking for teams of up to
six people and the cost per head is £6 which includes a
ploughman's supper. There will be a licensed bar.
President Harry Smith said: "We continue to try and find new
ways of raising money for the good causes that we support
and the quiz will hopefully prove popular and be well
supported.”
The quiz will start on the night at 7.30pm and those who would
like to take part can buy tickets in advance by contacting
Harry on 0117 9609446 or Peter on 01225 873917.
During the year ending 30th June 2014 the local Lions gave
away almost £16,000 to a variety of good causes and
appeals. Anyone interested in learning more about the Lions
can go to www.keynshamlions.org.uk 

Craft fair
There will be a spring craft fair on Sunday 1st March from
11am to 3.30pm at Emersons Green Village Hall showcasing
locally made goods.
Entry is free and there will be a free craft table for children.
Refreshments will be available.

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Photo of Westonbirt by Pete Thompson, Forestry Commission

The Forestry Commission's National Arboretum at
Westonbirt has been awarded a Gold Accolade by
VisitEngland, the country's leading tourism body.
The award is part of VisitEngland's Visitor Attraction Quality
Scheme and Westonbirt is one of only 11 visitor attractions in
the country to achieve this high level recognition.
After a mystery visit by staff from VisitEngland and rigorous
investigation, Westonbirt, which is renowned worldwide for its
tree and shrub collection, was classed as having an “extremely
enjoyable visitor experience”, with the new developments on-
site providing visitors with a better welcome. 
Westonbirt spokesman Paul Cody said: “We are really thrilled to
have been awarded the Gold Accolade from Visit England. We
are committed to delivering a high level visitor experience here
at Westonbirt and this award highlights the hard work that has
gone into both improving site layout and visitor engagement and
information.”
Westonbirt Arboretum was established in the 1850s by wealthy
landowner Robert Holford and later developed by his son
George.  Home to five national collections, the arboretum
covers 600 acres and contains nearly 15,000 labelled
specimens. Around 350,000 people visit each year. 

The Westerly Showband are looking for people who play a wind
instrument to join their intermediate band.
They have a proven track record of getting players returning to
playing after a long gap.
Anyone interested is encouraged to go along for a trial period
before deciding to become a full member.
The band meets every Thursday at 7.30 pm in Kingwood
Library. All you need to do is drop in with your instrument. For
more information visit www.westerlyshowband.com or call 0117
9561950.

Westonbirt wins coveted
gold tourism award

Blow the cobwebs away

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking
and entertainment in March
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Whitehall Primary School and the Limes Nursery School
and Children's Centre next door are expanding to meet the
growing demand from local families for additional places.
The primary school will accommodate an additional form of
entry, taking it from two-form to three-form entry. This will mean
that in September 2015, three reception classes - 90 new pupils
in total - will start at the school. The intention is that by
September 2016 the expansion works will be complete. 
Whitehall Primary, an Ofsted-rated 'outstanding' school, is
currently one of the most over-subscribed schools in the city. 
Cllr Brenda Massey, Assistant Mayor for Education, said: “I am
delighted that governors have agreed to the expansion of both
these settings. As a council, we have to ensure that we can
provide education places for all the children in our city. This
project will form part of the significant amount of work that has
been going on in recent years, to provide more places in
response to the continuing rise in the city's population.”
Works to the Limes will include the creation of a new entrance
that will provide improved access for all users. Changes to the
Victorian house where the Children's Centre services are based
will make better use of the space it provides so an increased
range of services can be offered. The works will also enable the
nursery to accommodate up to 20 additional two-year-olds. 
The city council will be funding the development and overseeing
the scheme. Bristol Local Education Partnership (LEP) and
construction firm Skanska will manage the design and
construction process, which will be carried out as a joint project
to make sure it is as cost effective as possible.
The area earmarked for the development of the primary school
includes the site of the existing pavilion building, currently used
by the Old Georgians Social Club. As part of the expansion
process, the whole site will be reviewed, and there will be public
consultation.

East Bristol
schools expand
to meet growing
demand

Hanham 

Children leave their
mark on new buildings
Pupils at Christ Church Primary School in Memorial Road were
recently invited to 'sign off' some of the huge girders being used
in the construction of their new four-classroom extension.
They signed their
names on the steelwork
before it was hoisted
into place by Bristol
construction firm Bray &
Slaughter who are not
only providing the
extension but re-roofing
the entire school. 
“Every child and teacher
in the school signed the
beam and there was much excitement,” said Gemma Jones,
business development manager for Bray & Slaughter.
“The feeling was this would be more innovative in terms of the
children leaving their mark on the building forever, helping them
get involved with the structure and their new building,
understanding how buildings stand up and bringing the building
to life for them.”
Work began on site just before Christmas and is scheduled to
take 38 weeks to complete.

Pupils signing the girder

The girder being craned into place

           



The official opening of the newly refurbished Barrington Green
open space, next to the Kingsmeadow Community Flat in
Kingswood, took place last week.
Following consultation with local residents, who identified what
they would like to see happen with the open space, a range of
improvement works have been carried out. 
The first phase took place in 2013 and saw the addition of a
meadow and bulbs, trees, carved seats, an activity zone and
kickabout area. The second phase was completed in 2014 and
saw the addition of a basket swing, slide, and supernova
carousel.
The Kingsmeadow Community Flat then applied for funding
through the Local Sustainable Transport Fund for transport
related projects, including the storage container which will be
used for cycle storage/hire and a buggy store outside the flat.
Local councillor Pat Apps (Kings Chase ward), who also chairs
the Kingsmeadow Community Flat, said: “These new open
space facilities will further enhance community participation and
provide an extra boost to the already successful Dreamscheme
school holiday activity programme for children. In time we hope
we can provide further improvements, such as a Tarmac path
across the green to enable better access.”

Kingswood 

Official opening of Barrington
Green open space play area

MOATivation, the group dedicated to taking care of historic
Barrs Court Moat, are holding a work day this Sunday, 1st
March, from noon onwards.
They aim to clear overgrown vegetation and reeds, litter pick
and continue with hedge-laying. 
Tools, gloves and training will be provided - volunteers are
asked to just turn up in old clothes and wellies.
Find out more at www.facebook.com/BarrsCourtMoat 

Work day at the moat
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Another setback for minor injuries provision
Plans to provide a minor injuries service in the Kingswood
area have suffered a further setback.
Cossham Hospital opened in January 2013 after a £19m
refurbishment but without its promised minor injuries unit (MIU).
Since the closure of Frenchay Hospital last May, this has meant
a journey to the new Southmead Hospital, the Bristol Royal
Infirmary or the MIU at Yate for people living in and around
Kingswood.
South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning Group
announced last autumn that it was going to pursue a trial of a
minor injuries service in GP practices instead of opening an
expensive MIU at Cossham, but following the decision of local
health watchdogs to refer that decision to the Health Secretary
Jeremy Hunt, the group now says it will wait and see what
happens.
A report going to the CCG's board meeting yesterday said:
“Following confirmation of the referral, consideration has been
given to any implications for the development of plans for an
alternative GP practice-based service on a pilot basis. In
general, the expectation following a referral to the Secretary of
State is that changes to local services that are subject of the
referral are not introduced until the outcome of the referral (to
the Independent Reconfiguration Panel) is known.
“The board are therefore asked to note that implementation of
the practice based minor injury service will not proceed until the
outcome of the referral to the Secretary of State is confirmed
and any implications arising from this have been considered by
the board.”
Over 18,000 people have signed a petition calling for the minor

injuries unit (MIU) to open at Cossham. 
The CCG has stressed that an MIU would be a significant
additional cost and the proposed alternative approach to
providing minor injuries services in GP practices fits better with
its overall plan for improving urgent care services for the
266,000 residents of South Gloucestershire.
Meanwhile Reg Bennett, of the Reformed Save Cossham
Hospital Group, is asking people to wear black armbands to
“signify the death of Frenchay Hospital” at a rally in Kingwood
Park on 11th March.
The rally will take place before the next meeting of watchdogs
on the Public Health & Health Scrutiny Committee, which starts
at 10am at Kingswood Civic Centre.
See also Letters page 12

The South Gloucestershire and the First World War Project
travelling exhibition continues to be a great success.
The exhibition has been at Kingswood Library this month and
moves on to Staple Hill Library between 3rd and 24th March.
The exhibition was created to show the impact of the war in this
area and also how communities were changed in other countries
with which South Gloucestershire is now twinned. It reveals that
people in South Gloucestershire fought as soldiers, became
nurses and worked in factories, and that local businesses made
aircraft, motorbikes and boots which were used in the First World
War.
As part of the project, South Gloucestershire Council's First World
War engagement officer has been visiting local primary schools
with a replica soldier's 'kitbag' to hold handling workshops.

First World War exhibition

People working at a boot making factory in Kingswood
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Football match raises £2,500
towards little boy's operation
A celebrity football match has raised thousands of pounds
towards the cost of surgery needed so a boy with severe
cerebral palsy may walk.
Lifelong Bristol City supporter Ross Simmons, from Emersons
Green, organised a match which saw ex-City, Rovers and
celebrities join forces to play in aid of six-year-old Oskar
Pycroft.
The football legends, mixed with TV chefs and sporting names,
took on a team of donators to raise £2,500 towards the cost of
a private operation. 
Ross, 31, who has already personally raised around £2,000
towards the cost of the surgery, said the funds will help a worthy
cause.
The DJ said: “Oskar's such a brave boy and his story has
touched so many people. There's still a long way to go, but the
money raised will go towards helping Oskar get the surgery he
needs.”
A surgery called Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy (SDR) is Oskar's
only chance to walk. It would also reduce the pain and
spasticity in his legs.
It is available on the NHS in Bristol, but consultants have said
Oskar doesn't meet their strict criteria - and going private costs
£50,000.

The match at Bristol Manor Farm's Ground on Sunday 8th
February included local celebrities such as This Morning chef
Dean Edwards, Somerset cricketer Peter Trego, Cockneys vs
Zombies actor Ashley Thomas and X Factor boyband Overload.
To date, nearly £38,000 has been raised for Oskar, who also
has gastric reflux, asthma, occasional fits and also shows signs
of autism.
And Ross is also taking part in a Zero to Hero boxing match,
which involves an intense 10-week programme that culminates
in a boxing bout in front of more than 1,000 spectators. It is set
to take place at Bath University this summer. 
For more information about Ross' challenge or to make a
donation to Oskar's cause, visit
https://www.justgiving.com/ross-simmons/

Oskar and Ross
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Volunteers needed to
lead new buggy walks
Volunteers are wanted to
help lead regular buggy
walks in areas including
Staple Hill, Cadbury Heath,
Downend and Hanham.
There is now a growing
network of buggy walks
throughout South
Gloucestershire, with regular
walks taking place in
Kingswood, Emersons Green,
Yate, Stoke Gifford, Filton and
Patchway. The council is
currently developing new walks and needs
more volunteers to become part of the team.
To become a volunteer you will need to attend
a training session (you are welcome to bring
your baby along). When you are ready to lead
your first walk, you will be fully supported until
you feel ready to go it alone. The next training
dates are 11th and 25th March, with future
dates to be arranged.
Buggy walks generally set off from the same

location at the same time, either weekly, twice
monthly or monthly. There are always two
leaders present on each walk, they are fully
risk assessed and last between 45 minutes to
an hour. There is also an opportunity for a cup
of tea and a chat at the end. 
If you are interested in becoming a walk leader
contact Christina Wheeler by email at
Christina.Wheeler@southglos.gov.uk or give
her a call on 01454 863951.

From the hell of Gallipoli
to the deserts of the Holy
Land, the experiences of
the Royal Bucks Hussars
were as fascinating and
bloody as any during
World War One.

Hear their story and find
out how the fascinating
book Fighting for the
Bucks came about from
the author himself, local
man E J Hounslow, at
Downend Library on
Wednesday 4 March at
7.30pm.

Tickets are £3 and
available from any South
Gloucestershire Library
or from
www.eventbrite.co.uk

Downend 

Talk by
local author
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Kingswood  

School loses bid for £4.5m to refurbish
crumbling buildings
The King's Oak Academy has missed out in the latest
round of bidding for £4.5m of Government money to carry
out a major refurbishment and rebuilding scheme. 
Education Secretary Nicky Morgan visited King's Oak last
month when she told The Week In that a “good case” had been
presented by local MP Chris Skidmore to improve the
secondary school's buildings and sports facilities under the
Priority Schools Building Programme.
But the school, which is part of the Cabot Learning Federation,
was not one of the 277 schools selected under the scheme
even though headteacher Ian Frost said in the application letter
that the quality of learning at the school was being hampered by
poor conditions. Two classrooms at the school in Brook Road
have already been decommissioned because of “rodent
infestation” and some buildings that were put up as a temporary
measure 70 years ago are still in use. 
This week Mr Skidmore said he would be finding out why the
school had not qualified and would not be giving up.
He told us: "I had worked closely with the school to support their
bid as the local MP, as I will always do for any local school in
my area, and had written in detail to the Department backing
the bid. 
“I think many local people know that I have made getting more

investment in our schools a priority in my campaigning and as
a result of direct action I've taken have already secured the
£3.4m primary school at King's Oak, and the £3m Studio
School at the Grange, as well as hundreds of extra primary
school places in Kingswood.
“I had hoped that we could add to this investment a successful
bid, but I will now be pressing the independent civil service
team responsible for deciding which schools were successful
why King's Oak did not qualify this time, and how we can try at
the earliest opportunity to bid again for further funds. 
“I am determined to remain absolutely committed to getting
more money for our young people and schools locally, and will
continue to work tirelessly to fight for the investment we need."

Education Secretary Nicky Morgan at the school last month

30 The Week in •  Thursday 26th February 2015

         



Planning Applications  

The Week in • Thursday 26th February 2015 31

      



32 The Week in •  Thursday 26th February 2015

Speedwell student Jessica Conway won gold in the Junior Chef
v Chef contest held recently at City of Bath College.  
The 17-year old is a first year Level 2 catering student at the
college which hosts the annual competition.
She said: “This was my first ever competition and it was quite
hard putting something together under timed conditions.
“I just think it's a great opportunity to put my skills to the test and
I'd encourage others to enter these types of competitions.”
She was inspired to pursue a catering career by her
grandparents who were always “in the kitchen cooking new
things”. She impressed judges with her stuffed chicken supreme
and crème caramel.
The panel of judges at the 10th annual Chef v Chef contest
included celebrity chef Martin Blunos, the executive chef at
Lucknam Park Hywel Jones, Gary Jones, from Le Manoir aux
Quat' Saisons, and Scott Lucas, from the Craft Guild of Chefs.

Mama Bear's Day Nursery and Pre-School on Thicket Avenue
has received praise following a recent visit by the Bristol Early
Years & Childcare Service. 
The city council inspector commented on its motivational
approach to the children's learning and approach towards

parents.  The report said: “There is an open door policy at the
setting and parents feel comfortable to come in and talk to staff.
The pre-school is an exciting and motivating learning
environment.
“I thoroughly enjoyed looking around the environment and
particularly the pre-school garden which is an exciting place for
a child to be. The nursery felt very warm and calm and it was
good to see all the children engrossed with their play, supported
by engaged practitioners.”
The nursery is set in landscaped gardens designed to be full of
areas of discovery and learning. Inside the nursery are four
rooms catering for different age groups. 
For more information about the Fishponds nursery or to register
at Mama Bear's visit www.mamabear.co.uk or call 07435
965604

Young chef
scoops gold

Fishponds 

Praise for nursery

Jessica with the under 23 winner Alex Brownrigg and judges

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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If you want to feel fitter and
like walking in the countryside
but don't know where to start
you are invited along to the
Kingswood Ramblers' open
evening on Monday 16th
March at The Arch House,
Kingswood Community
Centre, from 7.30pm to 9pm.

The group started in 1996
and since then the Ramblers
have enjoyed walks of
various lengths every Sunday
throughout the year and on
Wednesday evenings from
April to September.

The open evening will be a
chance to talk to existing
members about the type of
walks and the areas they go
to. Refreshments will be
provided.

For more information call
John Davis on 0774 511 8226
or Tim Hawkins on 0117 937
4405.

As part of Somerset Storyfest
2015, Mendip Story Circle is
organising a night filled with
stories from Somerset and
Beyond at The Court Hotel,
Chilcompton next week. 

Stories for grown-ups told in
the oral tradition (from
memory, not read) will start at
8pm on Thursday 5th March.
Tellers of traditional folk tales
and legends are expected to
attend from all over
Somerset. 

To find out more contact Colin
01275 332735 or email
mendipstorycircle@gmail.com

Join the
Ramblers

Somerset
stories

       



Building Services Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On
Appliances

Blinds
Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

34 The Week in •  Thursday 26th February 2015

Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Chimney Sweep

Car Services

Caravans

        



Directory & What’s On

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Clock Repairs

Computers / IT
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.
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Dentists Events

Electrical

Electrical

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Compost

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Events

        



Directory & What’s On

Logs

Home Maintenance

Home Maintenance
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Garden ServicesGarden Services

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Musical Tuition

Home Help

Hair & Beauty

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

               



Directory & What’s On

Pest Control

Personal

Plastering

Pallets
Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

MY NAME IS PETE. I would
like to meet a lady in her 30's
up to early 60's.
I am in my early 50's. My
telephone number is 0785
6255715
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DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry

Sewing Lessons

Schools

Physiotherapy

Pet Services

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal
Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Venue Hire

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres

Taxis

Stair Repairs

Storage

Skip Hire

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

                 



Sudoku Solutions
4 2 6 5 9 1 7 8 3
3 9 5 8 7 6 2 1 4
1 8 7 4 2 3 9 6 5
9 6 4 7 3 8 1 5 2
2 1 8 6 5 9 3 4 7
7 5 3 2 1 4 8 9 6
5 3 1 9 4 2 6 7 8
8 4 9 3 6 7 5 2 1
6 7 2 1 8 5 4 3 9

8 5 4 9 1 2 7 6 3
2 3 9 5 6 7 8 1 4
7 1 6 4 3 8 9 2 5
4 2 5 1 7 9 6 3 8
6 8 7 3 2 4 1 5 9
3 9 1 6 8 5 4 7 2
9 6 8 7 5 3 2 4 1
5 7 2 8 4 1 3 9 6
1 4 3 2 9 6 5 8 7

2 -Hard1-Easy
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Crossword Solution
W C S A O J

B A L L E T N E C T A R
R I Y G E U

G Y B E P U R U L E N T
N T Y O D

V O L T A I C S T A I D
V C M C

S E A M S W I Z E N E D
R E A S N

O L E A N D E R Z E S T
E G D U Y U

B A R R E L L U M B E R
P E E E E T

Keynsham Town were outclassed last Saturday by league
leaders Welton Rovers, who cruised to a comfortable 5-2 victory
at the AJN Stadium in the Toolstation Western League Division
One.
The Ks found themselves three goals behind in half an hour -
Dan Cottle capitalised on a defensive mix-up between home
keeper Ashley Wintle and centre-half Ben Stiff and then Anthony
Conradi, who later scored a hat trick, latched onto a clever
through ball and finished neatly. This was followed by a well-
taken goal by Joe Garland, wearing a skull cap not out of place
on the rugby pitch next door.
After a decent 15-minute spell in the second half, the visitors
wrapped up the points either side of goals by Jordan Hawkins
and a scrambled own goal. Despite some decent wing play from
Ryan Beak on one side and Ben Harris on the other, Keynsham
never found a rhythm to get back in the game and Welton closed
the game out to increase their lead at the top of the table.
The Ks visit Wellington on Saturday 28th February with
Almondsbury UWE being the next visitors to the AJN Stadium
on Saturday 7th March (3pm kick-off).

Already GFA Community Club of the Year, Longwell Green have
opened listings for their new group which will start around June
2015 for boys and girls currently in pre-school and starting in
Reception at primary school in September. 
If you would like to be added to the list, email
goaliegriff@tiscali.co.uk for further details.
In addition there are sides right through the ages, some of whom
have vacancies, so feel free to inquire.

Kingswood and Hanham Bowling Club's club house in
Kingswood Park has suffered a break-in. 
The burglars smashed their way in through a new double
glazed door that had recently been installed. Then they
broke several internal doors to see what was behind them.  
A spokesman for the club said: “Fortunately we don't keep
anything of much value in the clubhouse but it was a mess.
At the same time they tried to get into another park building
nearby but were unsuccessful.”  
When the season starts in April the club will be recruiting for
new members, whether they have ever played bowls before
or are complete novices.  

Kingswood Knights' Under 12s were away at Avonvale at the
weekend and a great game of rugby was played. Everyone in
the team worked hard and the resulting victory was well
deserved. The final score was 15-0 to Kingswood, with the try
scorers being Jake Ball, Max Cordy and George Morse. 
Jake Ball was awarded player of the match for his superb efforts
in his first game at fly half.
Meanwhile Kingswood RFC held a development festival with the
RFU. The Under 13s girls played two games, the first against
Stockwood Sharks, which they lost 6-4, and then against Old
Bristolians, which resulted in an 11-0 win.  
With downpours of rain and covered in mud, all the girls played
outstandingly. Amy Rose Mulrenan made her debut for
Kingswood and put in some great off loads and tackles.  
Player of the match went to all of the girls as they gave
everything to the game in horrendous weather conditions.

Football 

Keynsham
beaten at
home by
Welton

Break-in at bowls club

Rugby 

Knights give it
their all

Longwell Green
Sports Youth
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