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Brislington 

Man rescued from
blazing house
Firefighters rescued a man from his home in Hungerford
Road after fire broke out in the kitchen.
Two firefighters in breathing apparatus used a high pressure
hose reel to extinguish the fire which had started
accidentally in a chip pan on Saturday 24th January.
The man was treated by ambulance crews for smoke
inhalation.

Barrs Court 
'Democracy in action' as
Craven Way joins list of
approved transport projects
A £150,000 traffic calming scheme for Craven Way has now
been formally included in the budget for next year's transport
projects in South Gloucestershire.
The scheme will involve removing the unpopular chicanes,
which are known to cause tailbacks, road rage and accidents,
and putting in full width speed tables, as well as a crossing at
the Tower Lane end.

Residents have said that the volume, speed and weight of traffic
using Craven Way has reached “saturation point” and fear there
may be a serious or fatal accident.
The road improvements were approved at the Planning,
Transport and Strategic Environment Committee meeting last
Wednesday.
Local Conservative councillors Nick Barrett and Tony Olpin have
campaigned alongside local residents for the improvements, as
has Labour's Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood Jo
McCarron.
Local resident Anne Sheppard, who attended the meeting, said
she was pleased that members had given their unanimous
approval to the request for funding.
She thanked Mrs McCarron and councillors from all parties for
“putting the benefits of residents ahead of politics”.
She added: “I am now hopeful for a successful conclusion to the
issues that Craven Way residents have been living with for so
long."
Chairman of the PTSE Committee and Conservative
spokesman for planning and transport Cllr Brian Allinson said:
“This is a perfect example of democracy in action. The residents
have made their views known and we have listened and I am
delighted that we can deliver real change.”

21-year-old moped
rider dies after crash
A woman died after her moped was in collision with two vehicles
on the A4174 Avon Ring Road last Thursday.
As we went to print, she had not been named by police but
locally she has been named as 21-year-old Georgia Leigh
Williams, a former pupil at Kingsfield School (now King's Oak).
Police say the accident between Siston and Dramway
happened around 3pm and involved a Mercedes 180, a
Vauxhall Astra van and a Vespa. The moped rider died from her
injuries at Southmead Hospital.
The road was closed for more than three hours which caused
chaos.
Police are appealing for anyone who witnessed the incident to
call 101.
Floral tributes to 'Georgia' have been laid at the scene of the
accident.

Alan and Anne Sheppard
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Plans to convert the landmark Beacon Tower into 30 flats have
been approved by the city council.

The Department for Work and Pensions is vacating the building,
which is at the junction of Lodge Causeway and Fishponds
Road, but keeping occupancy of the Lodge building next door.

There are 23 car parking spaces currently on the ground floor
which will remain, and provision for cycle parking is proposed.

Fishponds 

Office block to
become flats

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
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Developers have lost their bid to lift a preservation order
on a group of 22 trees on a plot of green land in
Kingswood.
Redcliffe Homes objected to the Tree Preservation Order (TPO)
placed by South Gloucestershire Council's arboricultural
officers the ash trees at 72 Magpie Bottom Lane.

The developers lodged plans with the council last summer to
knock down the bungalow on the 1.7 acre site and build 22
homes with 44 parking spaces.

A report from Redcliffe's tree experts did not consider the 22
trees on the western boundary were worth keeping, but the
council's tree officers disagreed.

A few days after the order was served, the developers withdrew
their planning application, saying they would be addressing
“issues” with the scheme and lodged an objection to the TPO. 

Last Thursday the development control committee unanimously
backed the TPO. 

And this week Redcliffe told The Week In it was not in a position
to say whether it would be submitting a new application. 

“However, the withdrawal of our planning application was not as
a result of the TPOs. Many of the trees were going to be

retained anyway and could be incorporated (along with
additional planting) within our layout.“

There was anger and dismay from local people when the
developers' plans were first announced last year, with concerns
about access, traffic, parking and the scale of the development
on the green space. 

The site is very close to Harolds Way where the council last
year resolved to grant permission for a care home and where
there is also outline planning permission for 12 homes.
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Councillors uphold
protection order on 22 trees 
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Staple Hill 

Weather could delay Teewell
Hill works still further
The section of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path at Teewell
Hill could remain closed for even longer as work on the
road bridge which goes over it is more involved than
engineers thought.
Essential work began last October on the bridge, which was
built in the 1840s and not designed to carry today's numbers
and size of vehicles.
In December South Gloucestershire Council said the work was
taking longer than anticipated and revised the timescale to the
end of March. But the council is now warning that severe
weather may delay work.
Since the beginning of January the council says it has been
doing a variety of minor works on site and design works.
Temporary driven piles and a concrete capping beam to support
the temporary piling platforms have been installed and this
week a temporary platform is due to be installed to support the
piling rig.
A council spokesman said: “Work is currently scheduled to be
completed by the end of March but there are still risks in terms
of any severe weather we may have. We also need the
concrete capping beam to reach sufficient strength before we

can put any loading on the temporary piling platforms. Concrete
strength is tested regularly to make sure it reaches the
appropriate strength.”
There is a signed diversion route for pedestrians and cyclists to
follow, which the council has put in place in partnership with the
sustainable transport group Sustrans.
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Keynsham 

Restaurant still open despite
closure of other branches
It's business as usual in Keynsham according to owner
Barry Farrell, despite the recent closure of his two other
restaurants.
Farrells in Nailsea closed last month. A notice on the door said
it was relocating but according to reports on the website
www.nailseapeople.com the business took advantage of a
break clause in its lease on the premises to pull out.  A
spokesman for Farrells also told the website: "It didn't work out
and in the end there was no point going on at Nailsea and
losing money.”
The Week In has been contacted by a company allegedly owed
money by the Portishead restaurant. When representatives
attempted to serve court papers at the premises last week they
were told the owners had gone. It is believed the landlord of the
premises was attempting to keep the business running while a
new tenant was sought.
When The Week In spoke to Mr Farrell last week he said the
intention was to concentrate on Keynsham, as well as the
professional kitchen design business he operated with his wife.
"Keynsham has always done very well for us and January has
actually been better than expected there." 
Farrells Irish Italian restaurant opened in Keynsham in 2010. A
second branch followed on Portishead Marina and Nailsea

opened last year. A company called The Irish Italian Limited
was incorporated in December 2010 with Mr Farrell as sole
director and shareholder. The company failed to file any
accounts with Companies House and in May 2013 a liquidator
was appointed by creditors to wind up the business.  
Although records show a Barry Anthony Farrell as a director of
four other companies set up prior to the liquidation, he was
subsequently disqualified last November from being a director
or in any way running another business for the next four years.
One of those companies, Dolbea Ltd, is currently the subject of
winding up proceedings in the High Court brought by HM
Revenue & Customs as creditors.
When we spoke to Mr Farrell last week, he offered to make
himself available for a longer interview but subsequently failed
to keep the appointment.
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
5 7 4 9 3
4 1 7 3

2 3 6 7
7 8

7 5 4 9
6 9 3

3 9 7
3 2 8

1 9 7 4 5

3 5 9
9 2 7

5 1
8 5 4

2 1 3 9
9 7

4
4 3 5 9 6
8 2 4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 8th February

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Keynsham 

Park to get first outdoor gym 
Bath & North East Somerset Council is planning on
creating its first outdoor gym at Keynsham Memorial Park
next month.
This will include outdoor fitness kit and three new measured
and marked park trails for running, jogging and walking.
This is part of a series of improvements to the park, which will
include widening of the entrance from the High Street with an
extended hard surface put in, linking it to the existing path.
Six new welcome signs will be installed at the entrances and
there are also plans to plant more flowers and shrubs in the
park, which last year won a Gold Award in the RHS in Bloom
Awards for the first time. The park is also the venue for the
annual music festival and the organisers are understood to
have some concerns over the proposed locations of the
equipment in case this could impact on the organisation of the
event.
Anyone interested in finding out more was being invited to a
drop-in event at the One Stop Shop at the Civic Centre today
(Thursday) from 10am to 2pm to view the plans and see a
photographic display of the new equipment.
The council is also asking people for ideas about where in the
park to put the old boundary stone seat that used to be on the
old county bridge.
The work is expected to be completed by the end of March. The

council's Active Lifestyles and Health Improvement Team will
then provide an outdoor fitness coach and running leader to run
sessions on the new equipment and park trails.

Keynsham 

Dementia support
A Bath & North East Somerset Dementia Support worker will
be at the Keynsham One Stop Shop on the first Tuesday
morning of every month to provide information and advice to
people with dementia, their carers and families or just to
people that are worried about their memory.
This advice service is part the district's Dementia Support
Service provided by the Alzheimer's Society.  To find out
more call 07795 344976 or email
Helen.Skinner@alzheimers.org.uk

Keep in touch, let us
know what you think,
send us your news

www.facebook.com/theweekin
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Letters
Fracking in MP's back yard? 
Dear Stephen,
Last week MPs voted in support of
fracking. A total of 308 MPs voted against a
fracking ban, while 52 voted in favour of a
ban, so fracking will happen. Most Labour
MPs abstained.
MPs weren't even given the chance to vote
on changes to trespass laws because the
debate went on so long. This means
changes to trespass laws will happen, so
fracking companies can drill under our
homes without our permission.
I was not at all surprised to see Kingswood
MP Mr Skidmore as usual follow party lines
and vote against a fracking ban.
His commonly used punchline is 'Working
hard for Kingswood'. Who in Kingswood
does this benefit, I ask?
Other local MPs who also voted against a
ban were Don Foster, Steve Webb, Jacob
Rees-Mogg and Stephen Williams.
Fracking is known to cause earth tremors
and has contaminated water courses, to
name just two very serious reasons why it
should not go ahead.
One of the potential sites identified for
possible exploratory drilling is the Golden
Valley, which is just behind Mr Skidmore's
property. Has he considered that?
Local councils still have the power to block
fracking, but will they?
Food for thought - will your property
insurance cover you for any damage as a
direct result of exploratory drilling or
fracking?
Terry Hayward, Oldland Common

Fond memories of former
venue   
Dear Sir,
On 8th January film-goers enjoyed the first
screening by Keynsham Film Works in its
new home at Keynsham Civic Centre. A

bumper audience came to experience the
new, enhanced Film Works facilities,
including comfortable raked seating, and
reactions afterwards were overwhelmingly
positive.
I would like to offer grateful thanks to the
Fry Club for the support it provided Film
Works. Many a good film evening was
enjoyed in the Carter Room at Fry's over
the past decade, since the inception of Film
Works.In particular I would like to thank
Peter, formally of the Fry Club, who
unfailingly supported us with care and
courtesy for much of our time there.
Film Works' volunteers lugged equipment
into Fry's and put up a screen by hand, as
well as numerous other tasks to 'keep the
show on the road' over those 10 years. A
big thanks to them all too.
Our screenings are (usually) on the first
Thursday of the month. Members and
guests are welcome.
Geoff Yorath
Chairman, Keynsham Film Works

Treatment Centre   
Dear Sir,
From the letter "In Praise of Emersons
Green Treatment Centre" (Issue 355 -
22nd January), Mr O'Regan should know
that 100 years ago, Kingswood was a
large, highly industrialised community.
Mining had been superceded by many
other industries, primarily footwear and
engineering, with railways and quarries
also providing employment.  These
industries must have been a constant
source of injury to the workforce.
Cossham, open at all times, was well able
to deal with them.  It is my understanding
that Reg Bennett is asking for such
services to be re-instated under NHS
auspices - surely not an unreasonable
request.
I attended the meeting on January 21st at
Kingswood Civic Centre.  The object of the
rally, to the best of my knowledge, was to
dragoon the authorities into implementing

an MIU at Cossham Hospital.  In the
crowded chamber there was much
speechifying by potential MPs and other
interested parties. After long speeches
concerning funding and organisation of our
health services, Reg Bennett's reasoned
statement was read out.  Council members
then had their say, which only served to
add to the obfuscation.
At this point, a member of the public,
exasperated at the display of
procrastination and evasion, requested the
presiding officials to "stick to the point and
get on with it."  His request was ignored
and the audience, including myself, began
to drift away in small groups.
I do not know therefore, whether the rally
achieved its purpose or the renewal of
hollow promises which are endemic of
those we entrust to oversee our welfare.
P. Darke, Oldland Common

Bringing Taylor Wimpey to
heel  
Dear Stephen,
Further to my letter of last week I can
confirm that planning enforcement within
B&NES Council is alive and well and
hopefully they have resolved the problem
with Costa Coffee's encroachment of the
pavement beyond the agreed width. 
Perhaps they would now like to resolve the
many issues arising from Taylor Wimpey's
total disregard for planning law and doing
anything that suits them. Their latest
scheme which has flooded Abbots Wood
will leave us with a unusable public area for
the foreseeable future and will probably
remain a swamp which in the summer
could be a breeding ground for who knows
what.
In my humble opinion, Taylor Wimpey
should change their name to Bodge It &
Scarper. I would publicly like to thank Cllr
Hale for his tireless attempts to try to bring
this company to heel and would point out I
have no connections to him or his party.
Graham Payne

              



Why Frenchay would have
been the best site   
Dear Stephen,
I feel I have to respond to the letter 'Mis-
information' from Brian Alsop of Bitton
(Issue 356) on the subject of Southmead v
Frenchay for the A&E.
As one of the original (PIG) Public
Involvement Group, I was involved in the
process of trying to help decide best overall
size of site for the A&E hospital, easiest
access for patients, and parking facilities,
all as part of the Bristol Health Services
Plan. 
We were asked to put our points of view
and I did suggest that although Frenchay
was slightly smaller in size, there was land
available and on offer nearby for a Park &
Ride, which could have taken all the
parking problems and the pollution out of
the Frenchay Hospital site, with a
continuous hospital shuttle bus. This would
have made it the biggest site, the easiest
for access and no parking problems. 
All proposals for the Frenchay site seemed
to fall on deaf ears; after all Frenchay was
a prime site for houses. 
We all know the outcome, Southmead was
chosen, and after 10 years, we have a
state-of-the-art hospital but we have a
problem getting there, inadequate parking
when we arrive, and no on-site sterilising
facility - how could they leave that out? Not
enough beds - and I believe we have a job
to pay the rent as it is privately owned. 
If my memory serves me right, the original
cost of the build was £350m but it finished
up at £420m! Just think of all the benefits?
Reg Bennett, Kingswood

Looking for another Arthur   
Dear Stephen,
The JN Fear Hall was known in days gone
by as the Fear Institute. In the 1950s it was

the popular venue for dances with live
bands and sell-out performances by
amateur dramatic clubs.
In those days, the secretary to the over-60s
club was Arthur Heseltine, a tall man of
slim build who was known for his cheery
grin and pork-pie hat. He ran a little sweet
shop on the High Street, between
Pearsalls the butchers and what later
became Woolworths. Arthur organised free
entertainment in the Fear Institute for the
local over-60s club every Wednesday
afternoon. His charm managed to
persuade good-hearted local folk to put
aside any shyness and offer to give a
performance, putting various talents on
show. I remember being persuaded myself
to fill in one Wednesday when whoever
had been booked had let Arthur down at
the last minute. Someone kindly offered
the loan of a top hat and tails outfit and I
soon found myself treading the boards
singing “I'm Burlington Bertie”. I had never
done anything like it before nor since, but I
can still remember the sea of smiling faces,
the laughter and applause. The hall was
always packed with older folk enjoying
themselves and teas were served by
volunteers.
Things have changed and moved on of
course but just perhaps, someone with a
heart reading this could be stirred into
following in Arthur's footsteps? There will
always be an audience for a free show.
Come on Keynsham!
Eileen Taylor, aka 'Dilly'

Green bin shambles   
Dear Sir,
I had attached to my black bin a flyer
stating that on Tuesday 27th January my
unwanted green bin would be removed and
to leave it outside my property from 7am in
the usual collection point.  Arriving home
later that day I was not surprised to see it
still there and so next morning I contacted
South Gloucestershire's Streetcare
helpdesk. I was told that the collection of

bins was slightly behind and to leave it
outside my house. I asked how long for and
was told up to 10 days! 
I asked if I could put it next to my side gate
as it was obstructing the pavement and we
get busy with the local school. I was told
no, it must be on the kerbside. So that is
where I left it. I have collected it from
various points around my street as it
seems to have got a life of its own! 
I know what will happen next when they do
eventually come to my street, it will have
moved again and they won't collect it. It
seems to be another shambles by
someone.
Nick Gould, Oldland Common

Who voted for the CCG?   
Dear Stephen,
I attended the meeting between councillors
and the South Gloucestershire Clinical
Commissioning Group at Kingswood Civic
Centre on 21st January and was heartened
by the comments from Cllr Terry Walker in
particular. 
The large number of people present and
the strength of their opinion made it a
justifiably stormy affair.
After all this time, the group did not give us
the fine detail of their decision to trial minor
injuries services into GP's surgeries. It
begs the question, have they got the
details themselves? Have they thought it
all through, as evidently Reg Bennett and
the other speakers have?
One thought came springing to my mind
throughout that stormy meeting.
FACT: Ours and our children's taxes will
pay for whatever service is provided.
FACT: It has been shown what the money
providers (us) want - an MIU at Cossham
Hospital.
QUESTION: So who gave the Clinical
Commissioning Group the right to dictate
to us how to spend our money? I don't
remember voting for any one of them, do
you?
Anne Upton
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Non cleric (6)7
Oriental smoking pipe (6)8
____ Nash (4)9
Church building (8)10
Stroke used in playing the violin (4-3)11
Someone who usually believes the worst 
(5)

13

Dig for information (5)15
Harass or overwhelm (7)17
Spectacular (8)20
German composer (4)21
Belonging to specific cultural traditions 
(6)

23

Disable a competitor with drugs (6)24

Down

Cost of travel (4)1
Cast doubt upon (6)2
Irregular pattern of spilt liquid (7)3
Spirit of a dead person (5)4
Exchange of strokes in a court game (6)5
Design of multiple crossing lines (8)6
Dish made from eggs (8)12
Preparing to start a vehicle in cold weather
(2-5)

14

The capital of Austria (6)16
Drink (6)18
An act of deception (5)19
Undisturbed (4)22

ACROSS
7 Non cleric (6)
8 Oriental smoking pipe (6)
9 ____ Nash (4)
10 Church building (8)
11 Stroke used in playing the violin (4-3)
13 Someone who usually believes the worst (5)
15 Dig for information (5)
17 Harass or overwhelm (7)
20 Spectacular (8)
21 German composer (4)
23 Belonging to specific cultural traditions (6)
24 Disable a competitor with drugs (6)

Down
1 Cost of travel (4)
2 Cast doubt upon (6)
3 Irregular pattern of spilt liquid (7)
4 Spirit of a dead person (5)
5 Exchange of strokes in a court game (6)
6 Design of multiple crossing lines (8)
12 Dish made from eggs (8)
14 Preparing to start a vehicle in cold weather (2-5)
16 The capital of Austria (6)
18 Drink (6)
19 An act of deception (5)
22 Undisturbed (4)

Letters
Keynsham must become a
modern town   
Dear Stephen,
Many of the opinions expressed in your
columns (and in other social media) deal
with aspects of Keynsham's identity.
Some hark back to “as it was”, perhaps
in the 1960s or '70s, when we still had
our fat stock market, our cinema, the
grammar school, police station,
Cadbury's and an excellent range of
shops. All of these not only served the
people of Keynsham but also attracted
visitors from the surrounding countryside
and villages, and even from Bath and
Bristol.
Today the flow is reversed. What we
have left is inadequate for the
population's needs. We have to go to
Bristol or Bath, so our town becomes
less interesting and poorer.
There is no possibility of recreating the
market town we once were. That golden
age is past.  Keynsham has to become a

modern town, good looking with
attractions that will reverse the flow of
people. The happiness and health of
residents in the future depend on what
WE make of Keynsham now. It needs to
be lively and attractive for all ages, and
forward looking.  We know what will
happen if it is left to B&NES.
We need to make our plans for a town to
be proud of, not imitation gold but with
sparkle.  It is high time for the people of
Keynsham to say what they want
Keynsham to be.
Ron Payne
Keynsham

Be prepared!!   
Dear Sir,
Last week the visiting audiologist for
Boots Hearing Care failed to have the
necessary equipment to do the job and
called on us at Keynsham Hearing
Centre to loan them some working
equipment.
Not wishing to inconvenience a member
of the public with a hearing loss, we duly
loaned the equipment requested but
perhaps we should have given them a

business card and said "send the client
up to a fully equipped professionally run
hearing centre!"
As an avid supporter of Keynsham
Scouts wouldn't it be nice if Boots
donated something as a gesture of
thanks.
Stephen Neal, Keynsham Hearing
Centre
(opposite the Fire Station)

The Week In is independent of any political or
commercial interest.   We aim to produce a
balanced and accurate view of local news and
welcome comments from our readers. 
Normally, we will publish letters in full but
reserve the right to shorten or clarify the
contents or to refuse publication. Please try to
keep letters under 300 words and supply your
full name and address for reasons of
authentication.  Only the name and district
where you live will be reproduced.  Anonymity is
possible under certain circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us
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Now in its 10th year, Active Kids is back at Sainsbury's
stores with vouchers available to collect until 5th May to
help registered schools, groups and clubs receive active
and cooking equipment, and experiences. 
Since 2005 the scheme has provided over £150m of equipment
and experiences across the UK. The scheme is supported by
double Paralympic gold medal-winner Ellie Simmonds, world
record-breaking sprinter Jonnie Peacock and Liverpool striker
Daniel Sturridge. The ambassadors are committed to
encouraging children to eat well, move well and live well. 

Richard Jones, store manager at Sainsbury's at Emersons
Green, said: “The Active Kids scheme is a brilliant way for our
colleagues to get involved with schools, groups and clubs in our
local area. 
“We love visiting local organisations and seeing the benefits the
equipment and experiences have brought to the children.”

Active Kids
is back at
Sainsbury's 

Ellie Simmonds, Daniel Sturridge and Jonnie Peacock
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Keynsham 

New loos 'more difficult for
disabled to access' 
The closure of the public toilets on Ashton Way could have
serious consequences for disabled users, according to
one resident who has practical experience in the field.
As part of its cost-cutting exercise, B&NES Council ceased
maintaining public conveniences in the area putting several out
to contract. Last year saw the refurbishment of one of those - in
Keynsham's Memorial Park - but Ashton Way was kept open by
the council until such time as new facilities were available in the
One Stop Shop.
According to local resident Tony Leadbetter, however, the move
has put disabled users at a major disadvantage. He said: “Blue
badge drivers could park right outside the toilets in Ashton Way
but getting as near to the alternative facilities is nowhere near
as easy. It either involves walking to the park from Ashton Way,
as that's as close as you could probably get with a car, or using
the Civic Centre Car Park and walking back to the One Stop
Shop.
A retired state registered nurse, Mr Leadbetter spent most of his
working life in urology and was the continence adviser to the
United Bristol Healthcare Trust. He was not only surprised to
find the Ashton Way toilets had closed last week but confused
by some of the old signage which still remains in the

surrounding streets.
“There's a sign still in Rock Road which indicates there are
toilets in Ashton Way and there's another outside the fire station
pointing along Temple Street - away from the One Stop Shop.
It's hard enough if you live here but what chance has any visitor
to Keynsham got of finding a public toilet?”
In addition to the new coin-operated toilets in Memorial Park
there are free facilities on both the ground and first floors of the
One Stop Shop. There is also a disabled toilet and free short-
term car parking at Tesco in St John's Court.

Ashton Way toilets
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low
cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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Jobs fairs hailed a success
Bristol East saw its first dedicated jobs fair take place at
the Vassall Centre in Fishponds on Friday. Organised by
the area's Conservative Prospective Parliamentary
Candidate Theo Clarke, the event brought together over 60
jobseekers and 23 local businesses and specialist
agencies. 
Ms Clarke said:  “We had a great turnout and it is excellent
news to hear that several people have got interviews lined up
as a result."
The event also offered sessions on CV writing, interview
techniques, networking, professional advice on how to start up
a business and information on apprenticeships. 

Ms Clarke added: “Although overall unemployment in Bristol
has decreased over the last year, some of the highest
remaining levels are within Bristol East, which is why we felt it
is so important to bring this opportunity to those who can benefit
from it most.”

Meanwhile Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore held his 10th jobs
fair last Friday with over 200 people attending. The event at
Emersons Green Village Hall included more than 20 local
companies, with hundreds of vacancies locally advertised by
Jobcentre Plus.
He  said: “I estimate that we have had over 3,000 people visit
the fairs. I would like to thank everyone who has worked so
hard to make them a success."

Chris Skidmore at Emersons Green

Theo Clarke gives advice on CVs
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Shake-up on the buses
promised by new boss of First
The new boss of First Bus in the West Country has promised
big improvements to the service, admitting that a third of
buses are running half an hour late or more at any one time.
James Freeman, the managing director for Bristol and the West of
England, was at Monday night's meeting of South Gloucestershire
Council's Public Transport Forum.
He blamed the problems of unreliable bus services on the Bristol
area's “tremendous traffic problems” and said the company was
restructuring timetables to work around this, allowing more time for
buses to cover their journeys.
He said the worst performing routes were being looked at first and
that First hoped to gradually reaffirm the credibility of the network.
Mr Freeman said there was also a “massive” recruitment drive
going on to get more bus drivers as there was a shortfall of almost
10% in the numbers needed. An extra 12 buses are also being
introduced.
Meanwhile a petition signed by more than 500 people objecting to
the loss of a “lifeline” bus service which was handed to the council's
Planning, Transport and Strategic Environment Committee last
week was also discussed at Monday's meeting.
The 533, run by Wessex, linked up communities between
Keynsham and Mangotsfield, including Willsbridge, North
Common, Oldland Common, Barrs Court and Kingswood, but was
withdrawn last month as the majority of the service will be covered

by alternative services which are operated commercially.
The petition was presented by Bitton parish councillor Karen Ross
and Jane Allinson, South Glos councillor for Oldland Common.
Cllr Ross said: “Residents have now been left with just one service,
the 42, which doesn't take them to many of the places they want to
go.
“For example, if residents need to go to the One Stop Shop at
Kingswood Civic Centre, they need to take the 42 into the centre of
Kingswood and walk the rest of the way or wait to change buses.”
She said people with mobility problems would struggle to walk to
catch an alternative bus: “The 533 was a real lifeline for many older
residents.”
Cllr Allinson said: “Without the 533 it now takes two buses to get to
vital amenities like Aspects Leisure Centre and Gallagher Retail
Park at Longwell Green. It seems deeply unfair that while Cadbury
Heath is served by five buses, Oldland Common now has just one.”
She also said that the 42 (Keynsham/ Kingswood/Bristol service)
was unreliable and that people were missing medical appointments
as a result.
Mr Freeman admitted that the 42 was regularly “miles off schedule”.
He said it was being diverted away from the railway bridge by Bitton
Station because of a height restriction change on the bridge, and
the new route will cover part of the old 533 route. 
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Hanham 

Death of well-known
Hanham man
A long-standing Hanham parish councillor
has died. 
Derrick Hooper, of Mount Hill Road, would
have reached his 75th birthday a fortnight
after his death at the Royal United Hospital in
Bath on 11th January. 
He leaves his wife Sue, daughter Kathryn and
grandson Lewis.
His neighbours and fellow Conservative
councillors Heather and John Goddard have
paid tribute to Derrick, who had lived all his life
in Hanham and was well known in the
community. 
Cllr Heather Goddard said: “It was so fitting
that when Hanham Parish Council, was
formed in 2003 he was elected as a councillor
representing the Mount ward in which he lived.
He used his talent as a commercial artist and
his interest in heraldry and local history to
design a crest for the newly-created council
which was adopted as its letter heading.

“He also spent his
spare time painting,
specialising in animals
and birds. He enjoyed
gardening and as soon
as the clocks moved
forward would be
found tilling his back
garden.
“When he retired from
Mardons he joined the
staff of Hanham Community Centre where he
worked for many years. The views that he
obtained from local people were valuable to
his contribution to his council work.”
His funeral service will take place tomorrow
(6th February) at Hanham Baptist Church at
10am followed by burial at Mangotsfield
Cemetery in Westerleigh Road, Downend. His
family have requested no flowers but
donations if desired to a cancer charity.

Starting on Friday 13th
February, St Michael the
Archangel Church on Two
Mile Hill Road will be open
for free coffee and cake
on Fridays from 2pm to
4pm and on Saturday
mornings from 10am to
noon. 
Everyone is welcome,
whether they are looking
for some peace and quiet,
a sit down after shopping
or someone to talk to.

Kingswood  

Drop
in for
coffee
and
cake
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Bath & North East Somerset Council has bowed to pressure and
agreed to withdraw land known as the Paddock which had been due
to come up for auction later this month.
The decision comes following lobbying by local councillor Charles
Gerrish, who has been working with local organisations to ensure
that the land will remain as a community asset.
Groups will now put together joint proposals for the future of the
land. Meanwhile, the Memorial Tree and other specimen trees are
protected as being within the Conservation Area.
Cllr Gerrish (Cons, Keynsham North) said: “I am grateful to B&NES
for agreeing so promptly to withdraw this land from auction following
the local concerns.”

Keynsham 

B&NES backs down over
sale of Paddock site

Frenchay Folk Dance
Club celebrates 50 years
On Sunday 18th January Frenchay Folk Dance Club began its 50th
year with an anniversary dance at Hanham Community Centre.
More than 90 dancers attended, including present and past members
and visitors from other dance clubs throughout the region.
The choice of the Weston Country Dance Band to provide the music
and Peter Howarth as caller was particularly appropriate. Peter has
been a member of the club for 46 years, including six as chairman.
The Weston Country Dance Band has also had a long association
with the club, having played for over 20 dances organised by the club
since 1971. New dancers are always welcome on Wednesday club
nights so if you've ever enjoyed a barn dance, go to
www.frenchayfdc.co.ukto find out more.
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Police say there have been two daylight burglaries in the
Rock Road and Albert Road area and in both cases,
implements found in the gardens were used to break in. 
Electrical items were stolen including laptop and tablet devices. 
A witness has described a slim, white man his 30s, about 5ft 8in
with black hair and wearing a black jacket, jeans and glasses.   
WPC Lisa Hawtin, from Keynsham's Safer Stronger
Neighbourhoods Team, said: “We would emphasise that you
don't leave garden tools free to hand on your property - make
sure that these are secured away.
“Please call 101 if you see anything suspicious, or experience
any unexplained knocks on the door. We would rather attend an
innocent, well-meant call than miss the opportunity to catch an
offender.  Should you need an urgent police response to an
ongoing incident then don't hesitate to dial 999.”

Keynsham 

Crime prevention
reminder after
daytime burglaries

There will be a poetry competition as part of this year's Saltford
Festival with a first prize of £20 and a second prize of £10. 
Winners will be announced on the first day of the festival and
during the festival there will be reading of the competition entries
at Saltford Library on Saturday 20th June from 2pm to 3.30pm.
The poem must be typed and have no more than 20 lines. It can
be on any theme and entrants are asked to submit their name,
address and contact number on a separate sheet so that all
entries can be judged anonymously. 
Multiple entries are allowed. There is a £2 entry fee per poem,
payable in cash or by cheque, made payable to 'Saltford
Community Association' 
Deliver or post your entries, to arrive no later than Saturday 11th
April, to Saltford Poetry Competition, c/o Saltford Library. 
In order to produce a booklet of all entries which will be on sale
during the Festival, please also send your poem by email to
m_dscotty@hotmail.com

Saltford 

Poetry competition
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Reprieve for nine threatened PCSO posts but cash-strapped council
wields the axe in other areas
Cash-strapped South Gloucestershire Council has drawn
the line at cutting its community safety budget.
The review had been looking at possible ways of cutting
£277,000 from the budget. Options included cutting services to
support victims of domestic abuse, nine Police Community
Support Officer posts, CCTV, street marshals and hate crime
work.
The Communities Committee, which met last Tuesday, was
being advised by council officers to go for the PCSO option to
make savings as part of a six-year programme aiming to save
£40m annually by 2020 in response to national austerity
measures.
But as part of recent cross-party budget negotiations at the
hung council, Labour proposed that none of the options should
be pursued. This one-year fix was agreed by the council's
political leaders and endorsed by the Communities Committee.
Funds for this reprieve will come from blocking a planned
increase in the money that the council's local Area Forums were
to get for local projects.
Labour's deputy leader Cllr Ian Boulton (Staple Hill) said that at
a time when councillors were being told that crime had risen
over the past six months, residents' safety and sense of
security was being put in danger by the Government's budget
squeeze.

He said: “Our move is no more than a one-year fix, but a lot can
happen in a year. What is certain is that if we lose this valued
police support it would be very hard to get it back again, so we
needed urgent action to safeguard it. We don't pretend that this
is a painless solution as the Area Forums will be unable to vote
funds for many of the small local schemes that residents often
want.”
Before the meeting, people with placards gathered outside
Kingswood Civic Centre to protest against more cuts.
WE Care & Repair, which employs 70 people, currently works 

Demonstrators outside the meeting in support of WE Care & Repair
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O posts but cash-strapped council

Staple Hill 

Replacement pavilion for Page Park
is shelved for now

across South Glos and neighbouring B&NES, Bristol and North
Somerset, offering a handyman service for small repairs, free
safety, security and warmth checks, free practical support for
people coming home after leaving hospital, as well as free
housing options advice.
Since 2011 the not-for-profit organisation has helped more than
4,700 residents in South Gloucestershire alone.
A report to the committee outlined concerns raised during the
public consultation that any loss of WE Care & Repair services
would make older and disabled people more vulnerable.
But it was considered that the contract reduction could be
“mitigated” by the council including using its own Handy Van
service, maintaining a list of potential providers that could be
used to refer requests for discretionary services which would no
longer be provided by WE Care & Repair, responding to calls
and website queries for advice, and continuing to support the
Celestine Centre in Yate, a home independence centre where
residents can try out mobility aids and adaptations.

Chief executive of WE Care & Repair, Malachy McReynolds,
told the councillors that the alternative £30,000 funding on offer
would not be enough. He urged them to keep the service alive,
or “tomorrow we will consider how to run down the service to
(your) constituents”.
And Francis Philippa, from Foundations, the national body for
Home Improvement Agency and Handypersons Services, also
addressed the meeting, saying he hoped that “for the sake of
older people in South Glos that you can come to a better
decision that the one set out in your papers”.
The decision was unanimous although made “with regret” by
the committee. They also pushed through savings of £221,000
in environmental health by reducing statutory services to a
minimum. A further £200,000 was shaved off the community
engagement service budget but councillors were able to keep
some support (£45,500) for Priority Neighbourhoods and
£43,750 for Safer Stronger Groups and £2,000 for the Town
and Parish Councils Forum.

Plans to replace the pavilion in Page Park have been
shelved by cash-strapped South Gloucestershire Council.
The Communities Committee last week voted to halt plans to
replace the building, which provides accommodation for a
playgroup, martial arts group and a bowls club, even though it
is forecast be “beyond economic repair” within five to 10 years.
The building is not considered to be fit for purpose as there is
no disabled access upstairs.
The council and volunteer group the Friends of Page Park have
been developing - and are expecting to win - a £1.6m bid to the
Heritage Lottery Fund towards a new café and community room
building.
But the idea of combining a café and community room with a
replacement pavilion in a single building has also been under
investigation recently. The cost of replacing, demolishing or
remodelling the pavilion would need to be met by the council,
with the possibility of grants at a later date to help with the cost.

But the committee felt that at a time when the council was
having to make savage budget cuts to services because of
national austerity measures, it could not consider funding a
replacement pavilion.
The decision came as a huge blow to campaigners and the
Friends of Page Park were due to meet this week to discuss the
way forward.

Page Park Pavilion
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A Saltford woman has started a new professional dog walking
business.
Jacqui Drago, of Mead Lane, runs Buddies Dog Walking
Services, covering Saltford, Keynsham, Whitchurch, Stockwood
and the surrounding villages.
From walking her own two dogs, 14-month-old Red Fox Lab
Buddy and nine-month-old chocolate Lab Riley, Jacqui knows
the best country and river walks. 
Jacqui is fully insured and CRB checked and has a professional
dog walker certificate, as well as being a qualified pet first aider
and studying for a canine behavioural training diploma.
She is available seven days a week and also offers holiday dog
sitting and daily home visits for puppies.

It's a dog's life for Jacqui
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Charity appeals for help to save young
foal left to die 
Horse rescue charity HorseWorld was called in to rescue an
abandoned colt foal which was emaciated almost to the point of
death. Another foal of a similar age was found dead in a ditch
alongside the piece of waste land where the horses had
abandoned - a practice known as fly-grazing.
“When we saw this poor creature standing barely alive, we
immediately called for assistance from the police and RSPCA
to get authorisation to remove him from the scene,” said
HorseWorld's equine rescue manager Jerry Watkins. 
“These foals were clearly dumped and left to die. There was
nothing there to eat at all except for a few tufts of poor grass on
the ditch's steep edge.”
The rescued foal is estimated to be between four and five

months old. Now named Felix, meaning 'Lucky one', he is still
in a critical condition but being cared for around the clock by
HorseWorld's experienced team at Whitchurch. 
“We have to lift him every so often throughout the night as if he
lies down he isn't strong enough to get up again,” said
HorseWorld's husbandry manager Joanne Vaughan. “He isn't
micro chipped so no owner could be located and hence
prosecuted. This is an ongoing problem for the rescue charities
who are trying to bring about an improvement in equine welfare
by, amongst other things, holding owners to account for their
actions."
The care of a rescued pony like Felix will run into many
thousands of pounds and HorseWorld is appealing for your
help. If you can make a donation to Felix's appeal, please go to
www.justgiving.com/FelixAppeal 
You can also Text FELX55 £2 / £5 / £10 to 70070 to donate, eg.
FELX55 £5

On arrival at HorseWorld

Felix being rescued
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Carpentry

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Car Services

Chimney Sweep

        



Directory & What’s On
Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Events

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Garden Services
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Dentists

EventsElectrical

Compost

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Garden Equipment

         



Directory & What’s On
Pallets

Lost & Found

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
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C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Logs

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Logs

GOOD QUALITY
HARDWOOD LOGS.   
£70 per bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Locksmiths

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

PIANO LESSONS IN
KEYNSHAM.   
Beginners – Advanced.  Ages 6+.
Contact Anne on 07963 935827.
annedavy25@yahoo.com

Musical Tuition

Home Maintenance

Garden Equipment Joinery

J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

                   



Directory & What’s On

Stair Repairs

Skip Hire

TV & Aerials

Pest Control

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Podiatry
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Taxis

Waste Disposal

         



Wye Valley-based writer MR Hall will be visiting Downend
Library on Thursday 26th February.
Following a career at the Bar, Matthew turned his hand to
screenwriting and was commissioned to write several episodes
of the ITV hit series Kavanagh QC, starring John Thaw. Shortly
afterwards, he was asked to create a series for Channel Five,
Wing and a Prayer. The first season earned him a BAFTA
nomination in the best series category.
His other screen credits include episodes of Dalziel and Pascoe,
Holby City and Foyle's War. His debut novel, The Coroner, was
nominated for a Crime Writer's’ Association Gold Dagger award
and has been followed by six more bestselling stories featuring
Jenny Cooper (The Coroner).
Tickets for the evening, which starts at 7.30pm, cost £3 and are
available from any South Gloucestershire library or through
www.eventbrite.co.uk. For more information contact 01454
868006. 

Rib-tickling fun and crafts will be on offer  at Downend Library
on Thursday 19th February.  
The Funny Bones event is suitable for children aged four to
nine. Drop in anytime between 10am and 11.30am.

A Kingswood teenager is flying out to Cambodia next month with
Voluntary Service Overseas as she wants to help people much
worse off than herself.
Peyton Dowding, 18, said: "On arrival I will meet all the UK and
national volunteers, then placed in a host home in the Ratanakiri
province with a national volunteer.
"I will be living and volunteering in Ratanakiri with my team in
order to achieve our overall aim to increase secure livelihoods
for the poorest and most marginalised people in the community.
I will be spending some of my time organising events to tackle
problems facing the local community. 
"In order for me to take part in this extraordinary opportunity I
have to raise £800. This will go towards making sure developing
countries can continue to benefit from the work of future
volunteers." Peyton, who has been practising the language
Khmer, has already raised £240 towards her target.
To sponsor her visit www.justgiving.com/peytondowding or text
PDRP97 and your donation amount (£1, £2, £3, £4, £5 or £10)
to 70070.

Downend   

Famous crime writer
to visit library

On January 30th a charity soup lunch was held at St Dunstan's
Church Hall to raise funds for the Forever Friends Appeal and
Make A Wish Foundation.  
Over 70 local people attended and were served homemade
soup with bread tea, coffee and cake.  The tombola was really
popular as was the raffle with prizes generously donated by
local companies and individuals. So far, the total raised is
£895.50 with money still coming in.Organisers Tory Waker and
Jo Tanner, have expressed their thanks to all who came along in
addition to the local firms who donated prizes. These include:
Tesco, Bath Bakery, Sports Scene, Aquaterra, Serendipity, Chief
Trading Post, Outpost, Park Furnishers, Bonzo, The Entertainer,
Trigaci, Pomegranate, Costa, Seafoods Fish and Chips, Polka
Dot, Lloyds Pharmacy, Kuru Massage Therapy, Church’s,
Keynsham Photography Centre, Duo Hairdressing, Kate's
Cakes and St Dunstan's Church.

Tory Waker and Jo Tanner

Keynsham   

Charity soup lunch
raises almost £900

Teenager raises funds for
voluntary work in Cambodia 

Downend   

Half-term fun
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Sudoku Solutions

5 6 7 4 2 8 1 9 3
4 8 1 9 7 3 5 2 6
9 2 3 6 5 1 4 7 8
3 4 9 2 6 7 8 1 5
7 1 2 8 3 5 6 4 9
8 5 6 1 9 4 2 3 7
2 3 4 5 8 9 7 6 1
6 7 5 3 1 2 9 8 4
1 9 8 7 4 6 3 5 2

3 2 8 1 7 4 5 6 9
1 5 6 9 3 8 4 2 7
7 4 9 6 2 5 1 3 8
2 8 5 4 9 6 3 7 1
6 7 4 2 1 3 8 9 5
9 1 3 5 8 7 2 4 6
5 9 1 3 6 2 7 8 4
4 3 7 8 5 9 6 1 2
8 6 2 7 4 1 9 5 3

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
F I I G V H

L A Y M A N H O O K A H
R P K O L T

B E A U B A S I L I C A
G L T E H

D O W N B O W C Y N I C
M T D N

D E L V E B E S I E G E
L I T I M

M E T E O R I C B A C H
T N I I I A

E T H N I C N O B B L E
E A K G E M

St Matthias Park Pupil Referral Unit in Alexandra Park has received
a 'good' rating from Ofsted following a recent inspection. 
The 45-pupil unit teaches those who have been excluded from
school, or are at risk of exclusion. The majority have special
educational needs.
The inspector's report said that teaching and achievement have
improved since the last inspection in 2011 and students make good
- and in some cases outstanding - progress.
Students often come into the unit with a history of very poor
behaviour and they are supported well and, as a result, their
behaviour improves rapidly. Their work is assessed well, while
support for their spiritual, moral, social and cultural development is
effective. Acting headteacher Aileen Morrison said: “I am proud to
work with some of the best young people in the city. Things haven't
always been easy for them at school and they often come to us with
a history of troubled schooling.
“Our job at St Matthias Park is to inspire and motivate them to re-
engage in learning and to help them return to mainstream schools
or other education provisions. “

Fishponds  

St Matthias Park gets
'good' Ofsted rating

Plans to build five homes to the side and rear of 59 Poplar Road
have been given the go-ahead.
Home Orchard Developments is behind the scheme for a pair of
semi-detached houses and three dormer bungalows.
Despite concerns raised by local councillor Jane Allinson about
“over-intensification” of the site and the increased traffic it would
create, particularly as it is next to a children's play area, South Glos
Council's Development Control (East) Committee backed the
planning officers who felt the plans were acceptable.
The approval carries the condition that highway improvements are
paid for by the developer. These involve widening Tweeny Lane at
its junction with Poplar Road, providing a new footway, lighting and
drainage along the site frontage on Tweeny Lane, and widening the
footway outside the new homes on Poplar Road and relocating the
bus stop.
The committee heard that treatment had started on the site for the
destructive plant Japanese Knotweed.

Warmley  

Go-ahead for five homes 

Keynsham Town contested a thrilling 1-1 draw at home to Corsham
Town in the Toolstation Western League Division One last Saturday.
The match was an end-to-end affair right from the off, with
Keynsham looking more than a match for sixth-placed Corsham.
However, with both goalkeepers in excellent form, it took until the
final 15 minutes for the deadlock to be broken. A fine ball down the
left channel put Keynsham's top scorer Morgan through on goal,
and he outpaced the centre-half before calmly slotting the ball home
for his 15th goal of the season. 
Corsham were level two minutes later after a breakaway but the
excitement wasn't over and in stoppage time, Keynsham were
awarded a penalty for a push in the box. Morgan stepped up to take
it, but shot weakly at the keeper who saved with his legs. In the end,
a draw was a fair result in what was a great advert for Western
League football, as the Ks moved up to 16th in the First Division.
This week sees the club experiment with Friday night football in the
hope of attracting more spectators, with Roman Glass St George
the visitors to the AJN Stadium tomorrow (Friday) for an 8pm kick-
off. 152 is their highest attendance this season but club secretary
Julian French is confident they can get better than that this
weekend. The price is £6 for adults and £3 for concessions and
members of the Armed Forces get free entry for every Western
League home game. Junior players of the club will have free entry
with a paying adult.

Action from last Saturday's game against Corsham

Football  

Keynsham looking to
break attendance record
with evening kick-off
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