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Tesco’s latest profit warning has sparked further
speculation about whether the supermarket earmarked for
the old Kleeneze site in Hanham will ever be built.
Tesco fought for years to get permission to build a supermarket
on the derelict site in Ansteys Road and finally in 2012 a
2,918sq m store was approved with the promise of 160 jobs for
local people and 228 two-hour free parking spaces.
Tesco had given assurances that it would be completed in 2014
and then 2015. This week a spokesman told us that the
Hanham site was “part of the development review”. 
Tesco has been stepping back from very large stores in favour
of smaller neighbourhood shops – like one planned for the
Chequers pub in Kingswood - as it attempts to halt its slide in
fortunes. 
There is speculation that Tesco’s property arm will try to get
planning permission for housing estates on many of the
unwanted plots. 
In recent months, an Aldi supermarket has opened in Longwell
Green and a small Morrisons store is set to open there today
(Thursday 18th December). A Sainsbury’s Local has also
opened recently on the Kingsway.

Hanham  

Will Tesco’s long-awaited
superstore ever open?

Hanham 
Community Christmas event
Emersons Green Library and the village hall are holding a
community Christmas event on Tuesday 23rd December, with
free activities for children and singing and mince pies for
everyone.
There will be Christmas crafts and stories around the tree in the
library between 2pm and 2.30pm and a chance to see the
special Christmas trees made from ex-library books.
Music and carols follow from 2.30pm to 3pm. Local band
Fingers & Frets will entertain with Christmas music and
Resound Choir members will lead carols around the oak tree.
Afterwards people are invited to warm up in the hall with hot
drinks and mince pies.
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Police want to talk to this man about a series of criminal damage
incidents where paint stripper was poured over cars on the drive
of a house in Peache Road. 
There have been six such attacks in the past 18 months. 
Call 101 if you can help, quoting crime reference number
115839/14.

Downend  

Paint stripper
attacks
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Keynsham 

Last-minute complaint delays
opening of Grounded
New café bar Grounded had to delay its planned opening
on Tuesday after a complaint from a local councillor that a
noise check had not been carried out.
Bath & North East Somerset Council's development control
committee met last Wednesday when the plans for the old
Lloyds Bank building in the High Street were finally approved.
Concerns, including the proximity to sheltered homes in Back
Lane, were overcome through conditions.
Although some building work had been done prior to permission
being granted, builders  have been working flat out since last
Wednesday to get the place open on 16th December.
But Grounded, which has already has cafés in Redfield,
Brislington, Bedminster, Horfield and Corsham and one
opening in Fishponds in the spring, announced on Monday:
“Unfortunately the opening of Keynsham Grounded has been
delayed. We have received a last-minute complaint that our
kitchen fan has not been fully checked for noise.”
The company said it hoped the delay would not be too long.
Later on the social media site Twitter, Grounded said the
complaint had been made by “someone who's got it in for us,
obviously!”
B&NES councillor for Keynsham Charles Gerrish has confirmed

to The Week In that it was him who contacted the planning
enforcement department .
Residents of Park Road, Dunster Road and Lulworth Road will
no doubt be surprised at the speed of intervention by B&NES
planning enforcement team. The need to abide by planning
conditions is a principle the council could also do well to take
note of as currently six of the conditions attached to the
planning permission granted for the civic centre development
are yet to be satisfied.
Some of these, such as the full reopening of the Civic Centre
Car Park, were supposed to be implemented before anybody
could move in to Market Walk. 



Despite pleas from parents, pupils, senior staff, unions
and Labour politicians, South Gloucestershire Council
last week voted to close the Grange School & Sports
College in Warmley.
The councillors heard that even though the school is likely to
come out of special measures soon and GCSE results are
better than some other local schools, it is ailing, with a growing
budget deficit and a rapidly falling roll. It is so run down that
repair work has been put at over £10m.
Will Roberts, headteacher of Downend School, who represents
17 secondary heads across the county, told the meeting that
they all supported the closure of the Grange as it was “not
viable”.
There is a large surplus of secondary school places across the
county which affects resources.
Mr Roberts said he understood the frustration and anger of the
Grange supporters and that the closure of a school in an
election year was “always controversial” but that keeping the
Grange open was to the detriment of other schools. He said
that Grange students amounted to fewer than two per cent of
the county’s student population and propping up the school
meant thousands of pounds being diverted away from other
schools.
The closure of the Grange paves the way for a Government-
funded Studio School to open on the site. The Department for
Education has said the closure of the Grange is a precondition

for the Studio School opening.  A refurbished block on the
campus is earmarked for the new school which will draw
students from a 15-mile radius.
But there is no firm guarantee of a place at the new Studio
School for Grange pupils, and some parents say it would not
necessarily be the right school for their children and they fear
there may be no spaces at other schools close by.
Jo McCarron, Labour’s prospective Parliamentary candidate
for Kingswood at the next election, told Wednesday’s meeting:
“We have never seen this (the Studio School) as a
replacement for The Grange. The Studio School will serve
fewer children and a different age group. And there is now no
guarantee that pupils at the Grange will be offered a place at
the Studio School.
“At no point was it made clear that the provision of the Studio
School was only on the condition that The Grange would close.
The council’s report claims that the ‘proposal for the Studio
School was made on the assumption that The Grange School
and Sports College would be closed’. Well, that wasn’t the
assumption made by parents – parents asked explicitly in the
consultation whether they could have the Grange and the
Studio School open at the same time.”
Labour councillor Terry Walker (Kings Chase) called for “a
thorough investigation” into the way the council’s education
department had handled the closure process.
And Nigel Varley, from the NUT, told the meeting that the
Grange had been treated in an “appalling and shambolic” way.
He said the numbers at the school had fallen because of the
way the school had been “undermined”.
The Grange’s recently retired deputy head John Allister said:
“Please keep the Grange open. It has a real place in the
community. It has sustainability.”
Teacher Caroline Bungay also asked for the council to invest in
its future while assistant head Katherine Wilson praised the
staff for their dedication to their students despite the
uncertainty that has surrounded the school’s future.
Labour’s Lead Member for Children’s Services Cllr Gareth
Manson (Woodstock) failed to get approval from the other
parties for his amendment which called for officers to
investigate how the Grange could co-exist with the new Studio 
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Death knell for the Grange School in Warmley

Keynsham 
Carol service for Dial-a-Ride
A carol service will be held this weekend to raise funds for
Keynsham Dial-a-Ride, organised by Mike Hunter, one of the
volunteer drivers.
The event is on Saturday 20th December at the Scout HQ on
Ashton Way, starting at 7pm. A hour of music and Christmas
carols will be performed by local music teacher Mary Sampson
and her students.  Entrance is free and there will also be
refreshments available.  All donations will go towards supporting
the Dial-a-Ride service. Transport is also available but needs to
be booked in advance.
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School and be made sustainable with a reduced capacity and
footprint.
He said the pre-condition of the Grange having to close to
release the funding for the Studio School was “blackmail”.
Cllr Jon Hunt (Con, Downend) said that not closing the Grange
would mean losing the money for the Studio School and not
tackling the large surplus of secondary places across the
county.
Cllr Alan Lawrence (Lib Dem, Dodington) said closure of the
Grange had also been considered at the beginning of the
century, when the council’s then Cabinet had decided not to
proceed but to give the Grange a chance. He said: “The
decision then was ruled by our hearts. Sadly tonight our
decision must be ruled by our heads.”
Lib Dem education spokesman Cllr Ian Blair (Yate North) said:
“The Grange has been struggling for some years, with poor
grades, dilapidated buildings, and high staff turnover. Despite
the best efforts of many teachers at the Grange, children are
being let down by the current situation.
“A new Studio School will offer a new start for the Grange site
– with renovated buildings and a revised curriculum offering
better prospects for children. The admissions criteria for the
new Studio School are set to be the same for other South
Gloucestershire secondaries, so it looks likely that all Grange

pupils who wish to move on to the Studio School will be able to
do so.”
A public notice on the closure will be issued in the New Year
with a final decision in March.
Some parents and pupils left the council chamber in
Kingswood in tears after the meeting. Parent Tracey Flinn,
whose daughter Hannah had pleaded with councillors to keep
her school open, said they were all “gutted”.
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore campaigned for the Studio
School for the Grange site. In the House of Commons last
week he asked the Education Secretary to meet with him to
ensure that all pupils at the Grange who wish to attend the
Studio School “have the place at the new school that they
deserve.”

e School in Warmley
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
9 1

4 9 2 7 3
1 7 5
8 3 6 1

3 1 9 2
5 8 7

4 8 9 6
7 1 2 3 8 9

4 3 7

6 7
3 5 1 6

9 8 6 2
9 5

5 3
6 2 3 1

2 1 4
3 8 7

1

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 21st December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

The Week In is independent of any political or

commercial interest.   We aim to produce a

balanced and accurate view of local news and

welcome comments from our readers. 

Normally, we will publish letters in full but reserve

the right to shorten or clarify the contents or to

refuse publication. Please try to keep letters

under 300 words and supply your full name and

address for reasons of authentication.  Only the

name and district where you live will be

reproduced.  Anonymity is possible under certain

circumstances. 

Copy can be sent by post or, preferably,
e-mail and should arrive at our offices no
later than 5.30pm on the Monday of each
week.  E-mail to:admin@theweekin.co.uk

Write to us

People are being ‘fleeced’
on fuel  
Dear Editor,
People in Kingswood will be pleased to
know that the Labour Party is
demanding an inquiry into the cost of
fuel as people continue to be ripped off
at the petrol pumps.
There has been a 40% drop in crude oil
prices, and experts and campaigners
(including the RAC) say petrol should be
between 7p and 10p a litre less than
today’s average of 118p.
Nearly 50% of people working in
Kingswood are paid below the living
wage. This means many local people are
forced to commute elsewhere in order to
find decent paid work, which means they
have to pay out more for transport, and
in particular petrol.
I know that many of those commuters
will welcome the news that Labour's
Shadow Transport Secretary Michael
Dugher has demanded the Competition
and Markets Authority holds a full and
transparent inquiry that calls the oil
companies to account.
People in Kingwood tell me on a daily
basis that they want practical solutions
to help ease the pressure on their
household budgets. On petrol, they need
urgent action to ensure the giant oil

companies pass on falling prices to stop
people being fleeced on fuel.
Jo McCarron 
Labour's Parliamentary Candidate for
Kingswood

More graffiti problems  
Dear Sir,
Like the phone box and post box
covered in graffiti in your paper, we also
have problems with graffiti on Virgin
Media control boxes in the Teewell Hill,
Staple Hill and Station Road, Kingswood
area. We phoned Virgin Media and got a
foreign lady who did not know what paint
was. I was put over to another lady who
said they do not repaint the boxes.  
R Davis

Poppy Appeal total  
Dear Editor,
The provisional total for the 2014 Bitton
and Oldland Poppy Appeal is
£23,776.61.  
This is an increase of 17.5% on the 2013
collection. 
I wish to thank everyone who made this
possible, the businesses, large or small,
that had a collection box, the collectors
at Asda and the very generous public
who made contributions in one form or
another.
Graham Downing
Poppy Appeal Organiser
Bitton & Oldland 

Parking issue  
Dear Sir,
In response to Keynsham Chamber of
Commerce Lyn Young I would like to
highlight the issue of council staff
parking. 
I pay on a monthly basis for a parking
permit just like anyone else and have not
been given a pass for Ashton Way. My
pass covers all car parks in Keynsham
and a very high number of my
colleagues use the Bath Hill car park
which now has many car parking spaces
due to the completion of the Civic
Centre.
The Civic Centre car park also has
spaces throughout the day.
Name and email address supplied

Letters
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Letters
Responding to negative
comments   
Dear Sir,
Mr Gannaway may well have intimate
experience of an East European Detention
Camp and I truly pity him for that (letters 4th
Dec). Never the less he still feels able to
open his letter of complaint with an
unpleasant vulgarism and begins his view of
the new civic centre from Specsavers.
Perhaps Mr Gannaway would have been
better served in Specsavers, judging by the
quality of his observations, and perhaps his
memory - of both our previous civic centre
and the buildings in Bristol’s  Broadmead?
It would be interesting to know to which
blunders he refers to in Bristol and how
exactly they relate to Keynsham. These are
at best spurious remarks.
With some irony it should be pointed out to
readers that last week four new silver birch
trees were planted in what will be the new
sunken garden even closer to, and more
directly overlooking, the park entrance. In
fact, unless my memory is also failing, I
believe it would have been impossible to
see the park gates from the previous
garden. It is a shame that Mr Gannaway
was unable to see that far into the new
complex. But there will be plenty of green
shade from the fierce sun.
However, to reach the new garden people
will of course have to take their lives into
their own hands and negotiate steps with
inconsistent, and clearly dangerous, levels,
says councillor Alan Hale in another report.
Since it is inconceivable (hopefully) that Cllr
Hale does not realise that the steps are
designed this way to allow for an ingenious
route for the disabled and wheel-chair
bound, avoiding all the steps, we must

assume that either he was distracted by his
dreadful accident, or that he was simply
looking for yet another way to air another
grouse. What a pity that the architects didn’t
fail to provide provision for the disabled
altogether: that would have resulted in even
more mountains of entirely negative letters.
I do hope that unfounded and cynically
slanted comments will not result in the new
walkways being encumbered with ghastly
looking and quite unnecessary handrails
everywhere.
Bob Barley
Keynsham

Time for rethink on units   
Dear Stephen,
I see from last week’s edition that the
Stockwood-based firm Eyeconic is still very
keen to relocate to Keynsham, despite the
appalling way that it has been treated by
B&NES. In the new development there are
12 units to be let. Sainsbury’s have taken
numbers 1 and 2 whilst Loungers is in unit
10, which leaves nine units currently
unoccupied some two months after they
were ready for occupancy. 
Using the Freedom of Information Act I
asked the following question of B&NES.
What is the reason for siting youth work,
where the premises are open for a limited
number of hours, in a prime position in
Keynsham? The answer I was given was as
follows: “This is a core council service. The
council’s policy for letting units in the new
development is to prioritise retail uses.
However, the council’s Cabinet members
have indicated they would welcome a
proposal for TimeOut with a view to treating
their accommodation as an exception to the
normal policy. This is the only option to the
council to supply a long-term
accommodation solution within Keynsham.
This is not classed as a prime location but
regarded as off pitch as it is not within main
site but located away from the main

pedestrian flow on Temple Street/High
Street.”
The units we are talking about, units 11 and
12, are defined by the council as off pitch
and presumably would be the two most
difficult to let. Yet these are the very units
that Eyeconic want to move into which
would have provided B&NES with annual
rental of £15,000. The statement that unit 12
offers the only long-term option in
Keynsham to house youth work I find very
hard to believe. It would be good to know
who are the council’s Cabinet members
backing this proposal. 
We therefore have a situation where there is
little evidence at present of firms moving
into the new development, and yet when
someone wants to take over the two that are
not in prime positions B&NES renege on the
original agreement. In its place the council
wishes to use one unit for one of its own
services which in doing so places it in
breach of its own planning consent as the
proposed usage it is not retail. 
The loss of rental income needs to be added
on to the existing cost to the council tax
payer of the youth provision. Again, using
the Freedom of Information Act I asked the
question – What is the cost of leadership
and who funds it? The reply was “£61,777
for 2014/15 financial year. The service itself
is delivered and paid for by Keynsham Town
Council and B&NES provides officer
supervision and covers the cost of the
accommodation and utilities etc. for
TimeOut.”  
In answer to my question – What number of
young people use the facilities I was told
“this varies and ranges from 10-40 young
people”.
Looking at these figures prompts me to
suggest the Eyeconic be given the leases
on units 11 and 12, the income from which
can be used to partly offset the cost of
youth work, and that the unknown Cabinet 
members instruct B&NES officers to search 



for alternative accommodation for TimeOut
which I would have thought would not be too
difficult considering the low number of
users. That would be in the best interest of
council tax payers to whom both Cabinet
members and B&NES officers are
accountable.
Mike Barrow

Saltford Station   
Dear Stephen,
I refer to the Saltford station article in last
week’s The Week In (11 December). The
Station Campaign leader Chris Warren and
I addressed the B&NES Council Cabinet on
3rd December before it unanimously agreed
to proceed with the next stages of this
exciting project when Cllr Paul Crossley the
Council Leader also confirmed that all 65
B&NES councillors support the reopening of
Saltford station. 
Naturally we understand that before
reopening a badly needed train station there
is the need to look at the alternatives to
ensure the best location is chosen. When
addressing the Cabinet we explained why
we felt the existing site was preferential to
other options as it provides local non-
vehicular access, would not result in a
significant loss of the Green Belt and not
lead to the potential closure of Keynsham’s
existing station as an out-of-town station
located on the Saltford/Keynsham boundary
would do. 
Reservations concerning reopening the
station at its existing site are primarily to do
with parking and safe access from the A4
without causing congestion. Those issues
can be mitigated through careful design by
highways experts. The station site is
sufficiently large for over 140 car parking
spaces while surveys of potential local

users have shown that the overwhelming
majority of residents would walk rather than
drive to the station. The reopening of the
station is probably still a few years away and
more detailed work needs to be done by the
consultants on the station design. It is thus
too early to start endless speculation on
whether an overflow car park would be
needed in practice, or if indeed one is
required, where it might be located.
However, in welcoming the council’s support
for Saltford station, we asked the Cabinet to
ensure that the council and its consultants
work closely with Saltford's community on
the designs and proposals for the station
and car parking before final decisions are
made.
We share a common desire to see the
delivery a new station that would be
welcomed as a positive transport facility fit
for the 21st Century benefiting Saltford,
Metro West and the wider community. 
Yours sincerely
Phil Harding
Chairman
SALTFORD ENVIRONMENT GROUP

Setting the record straight   
Dear Editor,
Saltford Parish Council decided by majority
vote in November not to discuss Cllr
Williams' proposed motion on Saltford
station overflow car-parking but to proceed
to next business. The main reason was that
this motion was felt to be premature as your
article in last week’s edition “Station plan
moves forward but no decision yet on
location” made clear. B&NES Council has
not determined the preferred location of a
station, yet alone whether any overflow car-
park is necessary or where this might be.
Indeed, in May there will be a newly elected
government and newly elected local
councils all with fresh priorities and policies.
In the December meeting, I proposed and
had accepted my motion that began

“Saltford Parish Council attaches great
importance to Saltford’s Green Belt.” I also
proposed and had accepted my motion that
“Saltford Parish Council asks B&NES
Council to consult with the Parish Council
on the options for creating car parking
spaces on or near any station site before
any decisions are made, whatever the
location.”
As for the minutes, Cllr Williams knows that
they are written by the independent parish
clerk and belong to the clerk. A vote is taken
at every meeting as to whether a majority of
the councillors accepts the draft minutes or
not. Once a vote is taken, that decision
becomes the corporate decision of the
council.
Cllr Williams wrote about notice-boards.
Saltford Motors has withdrawn its offer and
the existing notice-boards will be re-instated
as soon as the work on site allows which will
be probably mid-January. Saltford Motors is
a well respected local business and
employer.
Saltford Parish Council is working well. This
year, the council has completed substantial
work on the churchyard, played its part in
the re-opening of permissive paths,
provided grants to local groups including the
Scouts and the Saltford Community
Association, and supported youth work in
the village.
Letters to “The Week in” are no way to
conduct council business. At the last set of
elections for Saltford Parish Council there
were not enough candidates to trigger a
contested election. Cllr Taylor is the only
current member of the parish council
actually elected by the voters of Saltford. I
encourage all Saltford residents to consider
standing for election to the parish council
this May. With a contested election, the
authentic voice of Saltford can be heard.
Duncan Hounsell, Saltford
Written in a personal capacity
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Yellow grains in flowering plants (6)7
Drink poured over crushed ice (6)8
Female (4)9
Jump over (8)10
Essential wartime equipment (7)11
Purchaser (5)13
Form of speech (5)15
Turn liquid to solid by cooling (7)17
A cut of meat (4,4)20
Computer unit of data (4)21
Win back (6)22
Annual military performance in Edinburgh 
(6)

23

Down

An instrumental composition (6)1
Calculated action (4)2
An expert with data (7)3
Edible parts of an animal (5)4
Remote (3-5)5
Counter a view or person (6)6
A ray of evening light (8)12
Stewed fruit (7)14
Sliding item of furniture (6)16
Writer (6)18
Monotonous singing (5)19
Tear with the teeth (4)21

ACROSS
7 Yellow grains in flowering plants (6)

8 Drink poured over crushed ice (6)

9 Female (4)

10 Jump over (8)

11 Essential wartime equipment (7)

13 Purchaser (5)

15 Form of speech (5)

17 Turn liquid to solid by cooling (7)

20 A cut of meat (4,4)

21 Computer unit of data (4)

22 Win back (6)

Annual military performance in Edinburgh (6)

DOWN
1 An instrumental composition (6)

2 Calculated action (4)

3 An expert with data (7)

4 Edible parts of an animal (5)

5 Remote (3-5)

6 Counter a view or person (6)

12 A ray of evening light (8)

14 Stewed fruit (7)

16 Sliding item of furniture (6)

18 Writer (6)

19 Monotonous singing (5)

21 Tear with the teeth (4)

MP under fire for not declaring
financial interests
North East Somerset MP Jacob Rees-Mogg has been
reported to the Parliamentary Standards Commission for
allegedly not declaring his financial interests during
speeches in the Commons.
Reports in the national press last weekend highlighted debates
in the House of Commons in which he had taken part on topics
including the tobacco industry, oil and coal mining. 
The reports also claimed that Mr Rees-Mogg's investment
company, Somerset Capital Management, has £23m invested
in tobacco companies and £5.5m in energy and mining
interests. The Commons’ code of conduct states that MPs must
disclose financial interests, directly or indirectly, if they speak in
associated debates in the House.
Reacting to the news, Todd Foreman, Labour Party candidate
for North East Somerset at next year's election, accused the
MP of putting his business interests ahead of those of his
constituents.
“Since becoming an MP, Jacob Rees-Mogg has earned more
than £500,000 from a second job at Somerset Capital
Management, a hedge-fund that he co-founded.  Despite its
name, Somerset Capital Management has nothing to do with
Somerset, but it is in fact a London-based hedge fund that

invests in overseas
companies, including
substantial interests in
tobacco, oil and coal mining
companies.  
“These apparent breaches
of the rules regarding
declarations of financial
interests by Jacob Rees-
Mogg are very serious, and
residents in North East Somerset should be very concerned to
learn how Jacob Rees-Mogg is using his position as an MP to
promote his own business interests.”  
The accusations made to the Parliamentary Standards
Commissioner by Edinburgh-based Labour MP Sheila Gilmour
concern the 2012 Finance Bill where Mr Rees-Mogg spoke
against increases in tobacco duty and earlier this year when he
opposed moves to introduce plain packaging for cigarettes.
Last year he spoke against subsidies for green energy
initiatives and also supported an extension of deep sea mining.
He has also been an active supporter the development of shale
gas extraction (known as fracking) in the UK.

Jacob Rees-Mogg
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Downend 

No decision on McDonald’s
Drive-Thru plans until February
Bristol city councillors will not be making a decision on the
controversial proposals for a 24-hour Drive-Thru
McDonald’s on Fishponds Road until February.
The fast food giant has earmarked the old Bristol Tiles unit for
a restaurant which has sparked protest marches and hundreds
of objections.
Concerns include extra traffic on an a main road already
suffering from massive congestion problems, pedestrian safety,
noise, pollution and litter and accusations that McDonald’s is
targeting children as there are several schools close by.
Among those objecting are the board of governors at the new
Steiner Academy in Fishponds. They said in their objection:
“Parents at our school are concerned about increasing the
number of opportunities for children to access fast food on
journeys to and from school.”
The governors also raise concerns about congestion and the
environmental impact.
Some objectors have also highlighted that with Bristol being the
European Green Capital 2015, approving this McDonald’s
seems the wrong way to go.
There have also been suggestions from objectors that the site

would be better used for housing.
The plans had been expected to come before councillors this
month but are now pencilled in for the development control
committee on 4th February.
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Claudia crowned BBC Young Sports
Personality of the Year crown
Longwell Green gymnast Claudia Fragapane has been
crowned BBC Young Sports Personality of the Year.
A member of the Bristol Hawks Gymnastics Club, Claudia made
history by winning four golds at the 2014 Commonwealth
Games for Team England - the first Englishwoman in 84 years
to do so.
At the World Gymnastics Championships in China in October
she made four individual finals. She is tipped to evolve into
Britain’s greatest gymnast. 
Last week she was honoured at the Active South
Gloucestershire 2014 Sports Awards held at BAWA in Filton,
picking up the Sportsperson of the Year Award after her
incredible success over the past 12 months.
The event recognises the achievement, dedication and
contribution of local people who are involved in playing,
coaching and organising sports across South Gloucestershire.
Residents nominate people who they feel deserve to be
acknowledged.
Cllr Howard Gawler, Chairman of South Gloucestershire
Council, said: “It was great to see Claudia pick up the
Sportsperson of the Year Award after her incredible success
over the past 12 months. 
“Our area is full of sporting talent from our schools to our
grassroot clubs and all the way through to the world-class talent

that is coming out of South
Gloucestershire.”
Other winners at the awards
ceremony included Paul
Griffin, of Longwell Green
Sports Junior Football Club,
who was named Sports
Volunteer of the Year. The
Community Coach of the
Year title went to Dean
Garrett, from Bristol & West
Athletics Club/Cadbury Heath
Primary School.
Primary School of the Year
award was shared by The
Park and Beacon Rise in Kingswood, St Barnabas’ CofE in
Warmley, Barrs Court Primary, Blackhorse Primary and
Almondsbury Primary. Primary Staff Member of the Year was
Rhea Oldland, from Blackhorse Primary School. Secondary
Staff Member of the Year was Phil Arnold, from Hanham Woods
Academy while Steph Hall, from The Grange, was named
Secondary School Volunteer of the Year.
The Lifetime Contribution Award was won by Richard Jones, of
Cleve Archers.
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The announcement that a popular cyclepath is to be closed
for almost six months instead of eight weeks as originally
planned has been met with anger by a group called the
People’s Cycling Front of South Gloucestershire.
In an outspoken blog, the group slate South Gloucestershire
Council’s attitude to cyclists and accuse some local residents in
Staple Hill of “sabotaging” the detour by laying tacks in an
alleyway.
The closure of a section of the Bristol & Bath Railway Path at
Teewell Hill began in early October so foundation works could
be carried out to widen the existing road bridge above the
popular cycling and walking route. 
Simon Spedding, Street Care design and operations group
manager at the council, apologised for the closure extension –
now likely to be until the end of March - saying the work was
taking longer than originally anticipated.
“It is essential that the path remains closed while the
construction work is carried out. Safe passage for users of the
railway path is not possible during this work,” he said.
“We have reviewed the diversion route in partnership with
Sustrans (the sustainable transport group) and have put in
place a shorter diversion with improved signage which should

help to mitigate any further disruption.”
The revised diversion is via the Signal Road access ramp,
Signal Road, Teewell Hill, Gloucester Road, Stanley Park Road,
Morley Road, Soundwell Road, Midland Road and Acacia Road
before rejoining the railway path via the access track.
While the railway path is temporarily closed, the council is also
carrying out essential maintenance work to Staple Hill Tunnel. 
The People’s Cycling Front say that if it was the M32 being
closed for this length of time there would be outrage. 
They say cyclists are viewed as “intruders” in Staple Hill and
“get to detour onto roads where cycling is so unusual that they
have to put up signs saying ‘Cyclists on the road’.”

Staple Hill 

Angry response to six-month
cyclepath closure
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The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

The updated list of motorists charged with a drink or drug-
driving offence as part of Avon & Somerset Constabulary’s
Christmas crackdown includes a man from Kingswood and
a woman from Saltford.
For the first time, the force is naming everyone charged with a
drink- or drug-driving offence during December and into the New
Year. Since Operation Tonic began on 1st December, 22 people
have been charged and named.
The first names were published last week and the list is being
updated every week until the campaign ends in the New Year.
This week’s list includes Julia Wallace, 50, of Saltford, and
Dmitrij Bliumin, 28, of Kingswood,
Police urge anyone who has concerns about someone they
believe may be driving while under the influence to call 101 or
text the word ‘drunk’ and as many details as they can to 81819.

The funeral was held in Fishponds at the weekend of well-
known Sikh community leader Bapu Gee, who died on 9th
December, aged 91.
It took place at the Guru Nanak Singh Sabha Sikh Temple on
Fishponds Road, followed by cremation at Westerleigh.
Bapu Gee ‘Hazara Singh Sathi’ was born in a village which is
now in Pakistan, one of a family of seven children. 
He moved to Amritsar during the partition and was in the Indian
army for short time. 
At 16, he started a career in
wrestling and later became
the undefeated champion
of his province of Punjab.
He came to England in
1946 and lived in
Birmingham, Manchester,
Stoke-on-Trent and Crewe
before finally settling in
Bristol.
He had a varied career,
including 14 years as a coal
miner, working in markets
and running two retail
businesses.
He was Sikh minister for
the South West for HM
Prison Service for over 20
years and was involved in
the opening of the first
Gurdwara (place of
worship) in Bristol and
president of numerous
temples across the UK for over 20 years.
Since 1997 he was head of the Sikh Bhaat community. 
He was described as an avid sportsman, with a particular love
of boxing, snooker and darts, and a friend of England
goalkeeper Gordon Banks, as well as a great cook,
exceptionally hard worker, committed charity supporter and
dedicated, loving family man.

More drink and
drug-drivers
are named

Fishponds  

Funeral of Bapu Gee



The Hollybush Inn at Bridgeyate held a Santa Dash on Sunday to
raise funds for Oldland Pre-School.
As well as lots of Santas of all ages taking part, there were also
participants dressed as reindeer and elves. Dogs in fancy dress
also enjoyed the mile-along jog from the pre-school to the pub and
leading the way was Angel the Shetland pony.

The organiser James Prangell, who owns the Hollybush, said the
Santa Dash would become an annual event.
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The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor

Oldland/Bridgeyate  

Good turnout
for Santa Dash

Planned safety improvements on Crews Hole Road have
been delayed.
A report going to yesterday’s meeting of the St George
Neighbourhood Partnership said that work installing speed
tables and speed cushions near the junction with Butler Close
had been due to start in November or December but the most
competitively priced contractor had turned down the works so
an invite was being sent to the next priced contractor.
It is unlikely that works will now start until 2015.
There have been a number of accidents at this location in recent
years with excessive speed seen as the key contributory factor.
The proposed humps will encourage motorists to slow down as
they enter the double bend. 
The delay has a knock-on effect for the proposed experimental
one-way scheme for Beaufort Road which is not scheduled to
start until after the Crews Hole Road works are complete.
It is now pencilled in to start in late winter or early spring 2015.

St George  

Crews Hole
Road scheme
delayed

CARPET VINYL LAMINATE WOOD ACCESSORIES

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK

OPEN OVER 

XMAS & 

NEW YEAR

We’ll beatANY
quote*

carpet 
hub

CALL TODAY

0117
379 0764

FIND US ON FACEBOOK

facebook.com/pages/
Carpet-Hub

Jarretts Garden Centre, Bath Road, Willsbridge, Bristol BS30 6EE

w: www.carpethub.co.uk e: info@carpethub.co.ukCARPET  |  VINYL
LAMINATE  |  WOOD

*Terms & Conditions 
apply - please ask 

for details
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Clock Repairs

Car Services

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Caravans

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Computers / IT

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.



DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Directory & What’s On

Electrical

Events

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Computers / IT

Garden Services

Furniture Makers

Garden Services Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Hair & Beauty
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Directory & What’s On

Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets Plumbers

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Pilates

Painting
& Decorating

Painting
& Decorating

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Logs Joinery

Pawn Brokers

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com
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Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

Yoga

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Taxis

Stair Repairs

Situations Vacant

Situations Vacant

Podiatry

Sewing Lessons

Plumbers



Sudoku Solutions
9 8 7 3 1 5 2 6 4
6 5 4 9 8 2 7 1 3
1 2 3 7 6 4 5 9 8
8 3 2 6 9 7 4 5 1
5 7 6 4 3 1 9 8 2
4 1 9 2 5 8 6 3 7
3 4 5 8 7 9 1 2 6
7 6 1 5 2 3 8 4 9
2 9 8 1 4 6 3 7 5

1 4 6 2 7 9 5 8 3
7 2 3 5 8 1 6 9 4
9 8 5 4 6 3 7 2 1
3 1 9 8 5 6 4 7 2
5 7 4 3 1 2 9 6 8
8 6 2 9 4 7 3 1 5
2 3 7 1 9 5 8 4 6
4 9 1 6 3 8 2 5 7
6 5 8 7 2 4 1 3 9

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
S P A O F O

P O L L E N F R A P P E
N O A F R P

L A D Y L E A P F R O G
T Y L L S

G A S M A S K B U Y E R
O T C N

I D I O M C O N G E A L
R N C M U

L A M B C H O P B Y T E
W E A O I H

R E G A I N T A T T O O
R M T E E R

South Glos 

Festive events at libraries

Wishing you all
a Merry Christmas

Boxing Day
walking football

Children’s events are being held at libraries over the festive
period.
At Downend Library today (Thursday 18th December) from
10.30am to 11.15am there is festive story time with a visit from
Father Christmas. A similar event will take place at Staple Hill
Library from 11am to 11.30am both today and tomorrow (Friday
19th December).
This Saturday, 20th December the craft activities at Downend
Library from 10am to 11.30am have a Penguins and Polar Bears
theme.
On Monday 22nd December youngsters can make their own
Christmas decorations at Cadbury Heath Library from 10.30am
to 11.30am while the library will play host to bedtime stories from
6pm to 6.45pm. Also on the 22nd it’s Christmas rhyme time at
Hanham Library from 9.30am to 10am and 11am to 11.30am
and on Tuesday 23rd Hanham Library plays host to Christmas
stories, songs and rhymes from 9:30am to 10am.
On Wednesday 24th December at Downend Library children
can enjoy festive rhyme time from 10.30am to 11.15am.
Then on Monday 29th December there is a story time session at
Cadbury Heath Library from 9.15am to 9.45am and seasonal
rhyme time at Hanham Library from 9.30am to 10am and again
from 11am to 11.30am. On Tuesday 30th December from 2pm
to 4pm at Emersons Green Library children can make
pomanders, mobiles and shakers.
And there are winter crafts and fun on Saturday 3rd January at
Staple Hill Library from 10.30am to noon.

Boxing Day is traditionally a time for a good walk to blow away
the cobwebs.  Sports fans will also know that the day after
Christmas is usually a big day in the football calendar. You can
combine both in Keynsham Park this year with a special session
of walking football.
After a successful launch this autumn, players old and new are
welcome at the multi sports courts at 10am. There will be no
charge but a collection will be made to support the Keynsham
Mencap football team.

We would like to wish all of our readers and advertisers a
very merry Christmas and thank you once again for your
support this year.
There will be no Week In next week (25th December) but
we do have an issue coming out between Christmas and
New Year. It will be in the usual locations from the afternoon
of 30th December. The deadline for adverts and articles is
12 noon on 24th December.

Football  

Heartache for
Keynsham Town
Keynsham Town found themselves on the wrong side of a
five-goal thriller at Devizes Town last weekend.
The Ks got off to a perfect start when Skinny Morgan scored on
3 minutes with a spectacular 30-yard looping drive. They were
to pay for missing more chances while on top and the home side
got back into the match to lead 2-1 at half time.
Normal service was resumed in the second half however and
Keynsham's free flowing football was rewarded with a 50-minute
equaliser from Pat Davison. Devizes were saved twice more by
the woodwork and with just 5 minutes to go they won a
controversial penalty which was duly converted to give the
home side a slightly fortuitous victory.
This Saturday sees high-flying Cribbs visit the AJN Stadium on
Saturday 20th December (3pm kick off).  
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