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Hundreds of people packed into St John’s Church in
Keynsham on Monday for the funeral of Ben Pocock, the
20-year-old Keynsham student who died in the Malaysian
MH17 air crash in July.
The funeral was followed by a private family cremation service.
Ben, who was a pupil at St John’s Primary School and
Wellsway School, was studying International Business at
Loughborough University and had been on his way to Perth in
Australia for a six-month placement as part of his studies when
the plane was shot down near the Russia/Ukraine border,
claiming the lives of total of 298 people.

Hundreds pay their
respects to Ben 

Macmillan Cancer Support is inviting families to join them at
their Tree of Hope event on Monday 8th December at 6.30pm
at St John the Baptist Church on Frenchay Common to
remember loved ones who cannot be with us at Christmas.

LQ
LQ

Frenchay

Tree of Hope
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Planning permission has been granted for the new clock
tower which will complete the civic centre development. 

The three-sided structure will
stand six metres high in a
prominent position on the
corner of Bath Hill and
Temple Street.
Artist Sebastien Boyeson
was chosen to design the
clock following a public vote.
He has subsequently worked
with the Keynsham Arts
Advisory Group and taken
feedback from members of
the public to come up with the
final blueprint.  
Sitting on a granite plinth the
exterior finish is of polished
polyurethane resin encased
stained glass.
The three clock faces are
designed to be visible from
any approaching angle.

Keynsham  

Go-ahead for new
town clock
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Keynsham 

The next step for town’s development
Public consultation has now begun on B&NES Council's
Placemaking Plan. 
Earlier this year, the council finally adopted its Core Strategy -
effectively the economic blueprint for the district over the next
15 years.  The Placemaking Plan is the next step in that it
identifies the specific sites for development of the housing,
employment and leisure requirement set out in the Core
Strategy.
As far as Keynsham is concerned, much of the report focuses
on Somerdale, where a lot of the plans have been in the public
domain for some time. The Placemaking Plan does, however,
highlight the council’s official views on the future of the
Riverside and leisure facilities for the first time. 
A redeveloped Ashton Way is seen as the favoured home of a
new leisure centre.  The car park would also house a
revolutionary combined heat and power unit which would form
the basis of the Keynsham town centre heating network
outlined in the Core Strategy. 
Retention or “betterment” of the current parking capacity is one
of the principles set out and the report also acknowledges that
a planning application has recently been submitted for a mixed
use development within the footprint of Milland House.
At the Riverside, with Avon Fire & Rescue proceeding with
plans for a new HQ on the site of the fire station, the council
sees as a priority the creation of a link between Market Walk

and a redeveloped Riverside. A mixed use of retail and office
with an “active frontage” (retail or other town centre usage) at
ground floor level in a less dominant development is the vision.
In addition to the lower skyline, better access to the river and
park are seen as key objectives.
Comments are now invited until 30th January 2015.  The full
Placemaking Plan document can be downloaded from the
council website (www.bathnes.gov.uk/placemakingplan) or
viewed at the One Stop Shop in Keynsham. A drop-in session
has also been planned for Monday 8th December at Keynsham
Library where council officers will be on hand to answer any
questions.

Ashton Way - home to a new leisure centre?
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There was a real Christmassy feel in Church Road at the
weekend.
A festive event was held on Saturday which involved a
market at Bethesda Church, a visit from Father Christmas to
the Stripy Owl toy and gift shop, street theatre, live music

and a toy hunt. Roasted chestnuts were for sale outside
greengrocer Dig In.
Towards the end of the day there was a lantern procession
to St George Park.
Then at dusk on Sunday people gathered around the
Redfield and St George Community Christmas Tree in the
park as the lights were switched on.

Redfield/St George  

It’s beginning to feel
a lot like Christmas

Alex Thompson from Dig In selling roasted chestnuts

Live music on Church Road
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Hoped-for traffic calming measures in Craven Way have taken a
big leap forward after the £150,000 cost was approved by South
Gloucestershire councillors.
The scheme involves removing the unpopular chicanes, putting in
speed tables and installing a refuge for people to cross the road at
the Tower Lane end.
One of the main campaigners, local resident Anne Sheppard, said
it was “great news” and expressed her thanks for the cross-party
support from councillors. 
Mrs Sheppard’s concerns were raised in The Week In earlier this
year when she said the volume, speed and weight of traffic using
the road has reached “saturation point”.
At last Tuesday’s Policy & Resources Committee meeting a
Conservative motion on Craven Way was passed, with cross-party
support from both Labour and Liberal Democrat groups, to spend
£150,000 on Craven Way,
Conservative councillor Nick Barrett said: “I have been working
hard with my colleague Cllr Tony Olpin and local residents since
last summer to make sure this vital scheme gets the funding it
deserves. 
“We have heard many complaints about speeding, crashes, near-
misses, road rage and a strong risk of visually impaired residents
being knocked down on Craven Way. We can’t go on taking these
risks and I’m delighted we have taken an important step to getting
this addressed.”

Kingswood Labour Party candidate Jo McCarron became involved
after asking people living in the area what the issues were. She
and local residents launched a petition, since signed by more than
400 people, calling for practical measures to address the traffic
problems on Craven Way.
She said: “I have been working with residents in Barrs Court on
this issue since early this year, building pressure firstly to make
sure plans to replace the Craven Way chicanes actually address
residents’ concerns, but also to make sure those plans ultimately
get implemented. I’m really pleased that we’ve come a step closer
to that happening. I’d like to thank the Policy & Resources
Committee for backing our call for improved traffic calming.”
The scheme is still subject to approval at the next Planning,
Transport and Strategic Environment Committee meeting in
January.

Barrs Court

Funds now in place for Craven Way
traffic calming 

Alan and Anne Sheppard
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A new carpet and flooring shop has opened at Jarretts
Retail Park off the Bath Road in Willsbridge.
Gary Powell and Tim Grout, who between them have 75
years’ experience in the flooring industry, sell the popular
Lifestyle Floors’ range at the Carpet Hub, which has just
opened next to Polar Bear Windows.
There is currently a great opening offer of 10% off carpets,
wood, laminate and vinyl with free underlay (while stocks
last).

You can browse the collections in the modern, comfortable
showroom or look online - prices are matched to the
internet. You can even order free samples.
With prices to suit all budgets, the huge range means you're
sure to find the perfect finish for your home. The experts are
on hand to advise and guide you and the efficient online
measuring system eliminates waste – saving you money.
The Carpet Hub is open seven days a week from 9.30am to
5pm Monday to Friday, on Saturdays from 10am to 4pm and
on Sundays from 10.30am to 3.30pm.
For help in selecting the right flooring for each room in your
home pop in or call Gary and Tim on 0117 379 0764.

Grand opening offer at the
Carpet Hub

Tim and Gary
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard
2 1

3
3 5 8 1 6 9
7 8 1
5 3 1 4 6
8 6 5

5 9 7
2 6 7

1 9 4

4 1
6 5

9 7 6
2 1 6 9
5

8 9 7
1 3 4 5

5 9
2 8 4

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 7th December

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Plans for a new car park for Willsbridge Mill went on display
last week.
Community interest company Willsbridge Mill Community
Refresh recently took on the running of the mill and have set
up a café and are offering space for community activities. 
As part of their plans, they need a new car park to ensure
visitors have easier and safer access whilst having minimal
impact on the valley.

Officers from South Gloucestershire Council and members
of WMCR were on hand to answer questions at the
consultation open day, which was also a chance for people
to try out the café, which is open from 11am to 3pm on
Mondays, Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Saturdays and Sundays.
John Morris from the council said various options for the car
park had been looked at and the plans on show were
considered to be the best in terms of highway safety and the
impact on ecology.
Planning permission and an estimated £200,000 funding will
be required. WMCR will be applying for New Homes Bonus
funding, a grant paid by central government to local councils
for increasing the number of homes and their use.
The Mill’s Christmas fair takes place this Sunday, 7th
December.

Willsbridge  
Car park plans go on display

Kingswood 

Gifts for Christmas
shoppers

Rehearsals are now well under way for Hanham Players’
pantomime Dick Whittington which will be staged at Hanham
Community Centre from 7th-11th January, with Saturday and
Sunday matinees.
Tickets cost from £6 and go on general sale on 3rd
December. 
For more information visit www.hanhamplayers.org

Christmas is coming early to Kingswood, with local
businesses joining forces to give away 10 gift hampers to
celebrate Small Business Saturday this weekend.
Small Business Saturday is a day to celebrate and support
small businesses and the gift hampers are a thank you to
shoppers in Kingswood for supporting local small business.
All shoppers need to do to enter the draw is visit a
participating retailer, fill in an entry form and pop it in the box
in store.
Joint chairs of Kingswood Business Association, Lisa Pugh
from Silver Bridals and Chris Farrell from Body Matters
Chiropody, said “We are proud to take part in the Small
Business Saturday campaign, and invite Kingswood’s
shoppers to support their local independent traders – the
back-bone of the British economy – on Saturday 6th
December.”
As part of an initiative linked to Small Business Saturday the
KBA is trying to help the Brandon Trust find a Saturday job
for a disabled teenager.

Hanham  

Panto in production

The proposed  site for the car park entrance 
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Letters
All fur coat and no knickers  
Dear Sir,
The late comedian Frankie Howerd used a
quip to women in his audience: ‘I know your
sort - all fur coat and no knickers.’
Looking across from Specsavers at
Keynsham’s new civic centre last week, a
similar disparaging thought crossed my
mind. This development seems to be
suffering from an identity crisis and has all
the aesthetic charm of an East European
detention camp.
The building’s facade, with its gold textured
cladding and exposed girders, covered with
unsightly bird repelling wire spikes, is hardly
an example of radical design.  It reminds me
of the planning blunders made when
Bristol's Broadmead shopping centre was
constructed in the ‘50s.
As a concession to the environment, a few
trees were planted in the precinct recently,
but the planners’ green credentials remain
questionable.
I have pleasant memories of escaping the
sun’s fierce rays on hot summer days under
the shade of the splendid silver birch trees
which were a feature of the sunken garden -
now under a convenience store. The garden
was an integral part of Bath Hill's
topography and blended neatly against the
entrance to the Memorial Park. This popular
corner of greenery added character to
Keynsham town's landscape.  What was a
haven of relaxation and pleasure enjoyed by
many, is now lost forever.
Another apparent faux pas is the number of
narrow-tread steps at the front, side and
rear of the development with only a few
handrails provided to aid the elderly and
infirm.  Inclement weather conditions could
turn these steps into a serious safety
hazard.

For over 40 years, I have visited Keynsham
several times a week for business reasons.
When I first visited, the High Street was a
vibrant scene of retail activity. Retail outlets
included three gents’ outfitters, pet,
haberdashery and hardware shops, a TV
and video centre and a Somerfield
supermarket.  These businesses have long
closed.
When the idea of building a shopping
complex was first mooted, local residents
hoped a turning point had been reached.
However, Keynsham’s regeneration seems
to be falling short of promises made. With
many of the prime sites occupied by the
library, council offices and other public
services, it looks as if this costly
transformation was designed mainly for the
benefit of office staff.
Philip Gannaway

A big thank you  
Dear Editor,
Please may I use your newspaper to
express my deep felt thanks to all the
individuals and organisations from across
our region who have made me feel so
welcome throughout my recent term as
Chair of South Gloucestershire Council.  
It has been a real privilege to attend
hundreds of events and meet thousands of
people over the last year and I feel as if I
have made many new friends from all walks
of life.  
I have been extremely lucky to have had the
opportunity to promote the very best of
South Gloucestershire and I will continue to
do so at every opportunity in the future.
Cllr Ian Boulton
Labour Councillor for Staple Hill
Chairman of South Gloucestershire
Council 2013-2014

Stop the nit-picking  
Dear Stephen,
Why are all the lights left on in the new

Keynsham development at night and the
weekend? B&NES Council Cabinet’s written
answer in November was: “The Keynsham
Project is partially handed over to B&NES.
The project has ongoing work to complete
the final commissioning which is being
carried out at night and weekends. A
number of lights have to be left on during
this period to allow these works to continue.
The cost is being met by the contractor.” 
That seems a good enough answer to me.
The nit-picking of local Conservative
councillors does them no credit. The £34m
regeneration project has been completed on
time, on budget, and is already starting to
bring economic prosperity to Keynsham.
Duncan Hounsell
Montague Road
Saltford

Thank you Tesco  
Dear Stephen,
Thanks once again to Tesco for generously
giving 200 mince pies to St John’s Church in
Keynsham for use at the Winter Festival and
other events over the Christmas period.
Our request was dealt with efficiently and
we are very grateful for this donation for the
third successive year.  
In contrast the other large supermarket
which opened earlier this year in Keynsham
refused our request for a similar donation,
despite having the impression that this
national chain is generous in supporting
community causes.
Hazel Powe

Saltford already has a
bypass. It’s called the A4  
Dear Sir,
We in Corston are amazed at the
statements made and published with regard
to the traffic situation on the A4. Saltford has
a bypass - it is the A4. Two years ago it was
detrunked and is now managed by Bath &
North East Somerset Council.



It is a well-known fact that if you build more
roads, you get more traffic. Another road
around Saltford would increase the traffic
generally in the area. It would also
encourage developers to build out to such a
road, thereby devouring yet more farmland
and Green Belt.
Keynsham, Saltford and Corston would
become one urban area literally in time
joining Bristol to Bath - a tragic loss of Green
Belt, valuable farmland and amenity.
The traffic in Keynsham would increase yet
again and no consideration is given as to
how traffic gets onto or off such a road, just
pass the problem out into other areas at
either end!
What a selfish attitude, surely Saltford
residents are more caring and have more
sense than to listen to such ill-thought-out
ideas?
Then there is the proposal to open Saltford
railway station. The site is on a steep hill
already very busy with traffic. Who are all
these potential passengers? Not those that
currently enjoy free bus travel, or who have
an excellent bus service between Bristol
and Bath. Potential passengers are to drive
into Saltford, yet more traffic, pay to park,
pay to get on a train and probably not a very
frequent train - you could not make it up!
The answer to traffic congestion in Saltford
is simple.
1. Do nothing to encourage yet more traffic.
2. Take steps to remove HGVs from the A4

and encourage the use of the motorway
network.

3. Encourage the public to use the excellent
bus service.

4. Remove one of the pedestrian crossings
in Saltford , they are too close together
and not linked, hence the traffic jam.

5. Sort out the traffic problems in Keynsham

- these add to the Saltford situation
particularly on the Keynsham bypass.

6. Build no more roads to encourage yet
more traffic.

7. Corston certainly does not want Saltford’s
traffic. It is bad enough coping with the
A39 and the HGVs that no longer travel
down Wellsway into Keynsham.

By the way if you think I live in some quiet
cul-de-sac. We live on the A4 and have
done so happily for over 30 years.
Malcolm McDowall
Chairman, Corston Parish Council

Green Belt concerns  
Dear Stephen,
It has now been revealed in the report
(about Saltford Station) from consultants
CHM2Hill presented to B&NES Cabinet that
it recommends, in addition to parking in the
station yard, a 175-space car park, to be
located at the Avon Rowing Club site. 
This site is in Green Belt and runs counter to
the wishes of Saltford residents - in the
Parish Plan, 93% opposed development in
the Green Belt around Saltford.
This is a particularly sensitive part of Green
Belt, being the green zone between Saltford
and Corston and Bath. Previous
administrations have protected this area,
refusing the application for a caravan site at
Barnsdale Park and restricting the parking
in the fields by the garage opposite near the
site. 
Recently a park and ride appeared at the
Stothert & Pitt Rugby club site, indicating
that support for our Green Belt may be
weakening.
I would urge all individuals and
organisations that wish to protect our Green
Belt around Saltford to make their views
about this proposed development known to
their B&NES councillors.
As I have said before, the most suitable site
for such a Park & Ride is not Saltford, but
the Broadmead/Pixash Lane site, where the

Core Strategy proposes development on
Green Belt, with the advantage of easy
access and good public transport links to
Saltford and Keynsham.
Reg Williams
High Street
Saltford 

Just who is Chris
Skidmore?  
Dear Stephen,
I cannot be the only Kingswood resident
who believes our MP Chris Skidmore has
become the ‘chameleon of British politics’.
He has one persona while in Kingswood
while adopting a complete change when in
Westminster.
The local boy made good, man of the
people image he has cultivated in his local
surroundings magically alters into a
supporter of the right-wing policies of his
party when it comes to votes in the House of
Commons - many of which are detrimental
to his constituents.
Many recent examples have been
commented upon in this publication and
other newspapers. In the past week, more
examples have been highlighted, such as
allegations of his financial connections with
private NHS providers while purporting to be
a great defender of this public service. 
Likewise, his voting against more protection
for pub landlords competing against the big
breweries while at the same time posing for
photographs with local publicans,
supposedly being on their side.  Most
concerning, he has voted for welfare cuts
which have affected many disabled local
residents and caused them much stress.
Come on Mr Skidmore, please start to really
identify yourself and let us all know who you
really are.
Brian Organ
Kingswood

The Week in • Thursday 4th December 2014 11

Letters



12 The Week in •  Thursday 4th December 2014

Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Regular maintenance (6)7
Noisy commotion (6)8
Blood-sucking insect (4)9
Three leafed plant (8)10
Tower (7)11
Nautical term to cease (5)13
Letter from the Greek alphabet (5)15
Move with a dragging motion (7)17
Irritatingly bothersome (8)20
Showy, stylish (4)21
Behave playfully (6)23
Mischievous (6)24

Down

Type of gemstone (4)1
Expose to oxygen (6)2
One of Christ's 12 followers (7)3
Special gift (5)4
To saturate (6)5
Journey punctuated by frequent drinks (3-
5)

6

Sports shoes (8)12
A feeling of annoyance (7)14
More than one person (6)16
A drink poured over cracked ice (6)18
Recoil in pain (5)19
An evaluation process (4)22

ACROSS
7 Regular maintenance (6)

8 Noisy commotion (6)

9 Blood-sucking insect (4)

10 Three leafed plant (8)

11 Tower (7)

13 Nautical term to cease (5)

15 Letter from the Greek alphabet (5)

17 Move with a dragging motion (7)

20 Irritatingly bothersome (8)

21 Showy, stylish (4)

23 Behave playfully (6)

24 Mischievous (6)

DOWN
1 Type of gemstone (4)

2 Expose to oxygen (6)

3 One of Christ's 12 followers (7)

4 Special gift (5)

5 To saturate (6)

6 Journey punctuated by frequent drinks (3-5)

12 Sports shoes (8)

14 A feeling of annoyance (7)

16 More than one person (6)

18 A drink poured over cracked ice (6)

19 Recoil in pain (5)

22 An evaluation process (4)

Bitton 

How village is set to grow
over the next five years
A total of 114 homes new homes will be built in Bitton
within five years if plans are approved by South
Gloucestershire Council.
Property firm St Congar with developer partner Linden Homes
is due to submit an application to South Gloucestershire
Council before the end of the year to redevelop the derelict
Golden Valley Mill site.
A public exhibition was held at the village school last week to
update villagers on the proposals.
The new homes would range from one to five bedrooms
including terrace, semi-detached and detached. They have
been designed by architects RPS to reflect the history of the
site, as well as integrate the scheme with the rest of the village.
There are also plans for open space including a play area and
the creation of a new village green at the entrance to the site
from the A431.
Public consultation ends on 9th December and an outline
planning application will be submitted before the end of the
year.

A planning decision is anticpated in the spring. If approved,
work would start on knocking down the old buildings on the site
that are not listed. 
The proposed scheme calls for flood defence works which will
involve raising the level of the site before a three-year house
building programme can begin in around two years’ time.
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Norton Radstock College, which has
an equine and veterinary nursing
centre at Broadlands Academy in
Keynsham, is to merge with City of
Bath College.
The new college for the whole of Bath
and North East Somerset will provide
specialist vocational and education
training for more than 3,000 full-time
students and around 10,000 part-time
students across a broad range of
subjects.

Norton Radstock College has been
under review by the Further Education
Commissioner Dr David Collins,
following an inadequate Ofsted

inspection earlier this year.
The Commissioner’s review identified a
merger as the best possible option for
the future of further education in the
Radstock area and now the Minister for
Skills and Equalities Nick Boles has
selected City of Bath College as the
recommended partner.
City of Bath College Principal Matt
Atkinson said: “This merger makes
sense on so many levels.
“We will be creating one new college for
the whole of Bath and North East
Somerset with a focus on quality,
standards and excellence.
“The combined college will provide a
well-planned vocational education and
training curriculum capable of meeting
the needs of students from B&NES and
beyond.
“In times of decreasing public
expenditure, publicly funded bodies
must work together to provide high
quality and value for money and this

merger will deliver on both fronts.”
The two colleges will now undertake
preparatory work before the governing
body of City of Bath College considers
the final merger proposal in February. It
is envisaged that the formal merger will
take place before next summer.
City of Bath College was last inspected
by Ofsted in 2013 where it was graded
as “good with outstanding features”.
Henry Logan, Acting Principal at Norton
Radstock College, said: “I believe this is
a positive outcome for the college, its
staff and students. 
“It will bring financial security and secure
further education for the district. Current
courses are not affected; it is business
as usual while this behind the scenes
work takes place.” 

Colleges to merge

City of Bath College
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On the 6th of December small businesses nationwide will be reminding people
why shopping local within their community and supporting those small
businesses that are always there when you need them bending over backward
to offer you that excellent service that can be lost in the larger retail or online
shopping experiences.

With that in mind a large number of Hanham High Street traders have got
together to mark this day and thank all of their new and existing customers by
going that extra mile and offering you some fantastic deals only available on
Small Business Saturday. 

As a local High Street location we offer a vast range of service and retail options
from long standing family run businesses to new business ventures; We are sure
to have something for everyone. As is always the case when faced with these
large out of town retail parks opening everywhere the traditional local High
Street nationwide has seen some tough times with some businesses closing
their doors for the last time. 
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On Hanham High Street we have met
this challenge head on and tweaked
our services to offer more, and
welcomed new and unique
businesses into our midst which will
bring new customers to the High
Street.

Around the edge of the page you will
see a great diversity of new and
existing small businesses who will be
offering bespoke discounts on small
business Saturday, so don’t miss out
as it will be a whole year until these
kind of deals are available again.

So why not come on down and see us
on Saturday the 6th of December and
remember why local is better!!

On Friday the 5th of December
Hanham High Street will be holding
its annual Christmas fair. Last year’s
fair saw over 3000 visitors which is a
figure we are hoping to beat this year
with more attractions, stalls, amusements and a new larger location for Santa’s
grotto. The road will be closed from 5:30pm so the show can get started. We look
forward to seeing you there.
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Situations Vacant

Vacancy to fill?
Advertising in The Week In is an effective and low

cost option. Call Tracy or Jodie on 0117 986 0381.

Deadline for Situations Vacant advert bookings is

4.00pm on the FRIDAY preceding publication.
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People living near a corner shop are angry that a cash
machine was installed without planning permission,
claiming it has made parking and congestion in the area
even worse and led to an increase in noise. 
A retrospective planning application has been lodged with
South Gloucestershire Council for the ATM at Jeeves
Convenience Store in Poplar Road.
Tomorrow morning members of the Development Control (East)
Sites Inspection Sub-committee will visit the store after the
application was referred to them by local councillor Marc
Scawen, who says that allowing the ATM without imposing
conditions would be a mistake.
Parking was a problem in the area before the ATM was installed
but it has become worse, he says, while the lighting is
extremely bright and overbearing and needs to be toned down.
Local residents have objected to the ATM, saying it has made a
big parking problem even worse and it has been causing
congestion, especially with buses and lorries, and hazards for
pedestrians while there is extra noise from people parking up to
use the ATM 24 hours per day.

Locals want the council to consider restricting parking to
residents only on the south side of Victoria Road and placing
bollards or other furniture to prevent pavement parking on the
south side of Victoria Road.
They also suggest the cash machine use be restricted to
reasonable hours (not between midnight and 6am) and that the
lighting, especially the green flashing, be turned off between
those hours.

Alex and Louise Duck, of Upton Cheyney Chilli Farm, won
an accolade at  the recent Bath Good Food Awards.
The event at Bath Assembly Rooms celebrated the contribution
of local manufacturers in producing quality food items. The
awards are voted for by the people of Bath and judged by some
of the best local and national food experts.
Bath Good Food Awards are independent and recognise the
efforts of Bath restaurants, delis and cafés in producing high
quality food, as well as shining the spotlight on local producers
who provide their ingredients.
The Upton Chilli Farm Company was nominated by the public
in the categories of Best Local Sauce/Oil and Best Grower and
won the Best Sauce producer.  
Alex and Louise's award will join pride of place with their other
Bath and Bristol Good Food awards from previous years,
including Best Confectionery for their range of chilli chocolate
and Best Farm Shop for Manor Farm, home of the Upton Chilli
Company.

Churches Together in Keynsham and Saltford will be
holding their annual food collection on Saturday 6th
December from 9.30am to 1.30pm. 
The collecting points will be outside of Victoria Methodist
Church and at the Poundland store. 
All gifts of non-perishable foods will be gratefully accepted
and will be given to night shelters for the homeless in Bristol
and Bath.

North Common 

Row over cash machine
installed without permission

Good Food Award for chilli
company

Collecting food for
the homeless

LQ
LQ

Alex and Louise Duck



18 The Week in •  Thursday 4th December 2014

‘People have the right to live
without fear’
Jo McCarron, Kingswood's Labour Party candidate at next
year's General Election, is calling on the Government to
reinstate funding cuts which will see South
Gloucestershire Council’s safety budget cut next year by
26%.
Public consultation ends this week (Friday 5th December) on a
range of proposals to shave £277,000 from the council budget
and these include the funding of nine Police Community
Support Officers, CCTV provision and services to support
victims of domestic abuse and hate crime.
Ms McCarron received high level support for her campaign last
week when Shadow Policing Minister Jack Dromey visited
Kingswood to talk to local residents and party members.
Speaking at a meeting in New Cheltenham Hall, she said:
“Enough is enough. Councillors have already been forced into
a corner because of Government cuts but this is a step too far.
Community safety should be off-limits.”
Jack Dromey expressed concern that with 16,000 police
officers lost in the last five years, 500 of them in Avon and
Somerset, the latest proposals being considered by South
Gloucestershire Council risk putting residents in danger.
He said: “One in six police officers have gone from Avon &

Somerset and many more are set to go. Sexual offences are up
24%, violence against the person is up 13% and public order
offences are up 10%. This is the worst time to be cutting cops.”
"On the doorstep today in Yew Tree Drive and New Cheltenham
Road local people have been saying time and again ‘We never
see the police around here anymore’.
“Local people have a right to live without fear.”
The South Gloucestershire Community Safety review has been
looking at seven specific areas in an attempt to cut the
£277,000 from the budget. 
The Council Communities Committee will review the options at

Jack Dromey and Jo McCarron
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Keynsham 

Trials and tribulations
at new Civic Centre
The last week has seen a lot of activity around the new Civic
Centre development with Sainsbury’s Local store set to open
and a Christmas tree installed in time for the lights switch-on
last Friday.
Unsightly plastic barriers have also been installed on either side
of Temple Street to try to prevent pedestrians crossing the road at
its narrowest point instead of the designated crossing zone which
is on the far side of the Rock Road junction. 
The public can be forgiven for the confusion as vestiges of the
former light controlled crossing outside the Groom salon still
remain while the pavement has been lowered in anticipation of a
crossing being installed on the other side of the road - although
not in line with the original crossing.  
The root cause of the confusion was the decision in 2012 to
remove the traffic plan from consideration when granting planning
permission and working instead on a complete transport plan for
the whole of Keynsham. As we reported in Issue 342, this went
out to public consultation last month.
Other temporary barriers have appeared on Market Walk where it
descends towards the Bonzo Lounge and the incomplete
landscaping. Responding to safety concerns from a resident,
ward councillor Alan Hale went to investigate - and suffered a fall
on the steps.
He said: “When I had picked myself up and turned to the steps I
could see that the depth of the steps did not seem consistent and
in places disappeared to nothing.
“This certainly gave me concern because as I looked further it
seemed that the steps at the library door are similar as indeed are
the steps at the top of Bath Hill."
On raising the issue with B&NES Council, Mr Hale has been told
that handrails are to be fitted.
The Week In has also received a response from B&NES over the
various pre-occupation conditions attached to the planning
consent which hadn’t been discharged.  We asked the council on
13th November about the conditions which required the highways
work on Bath Hill and Temple Street to be completed, the car park
to be fully opened and the landscaping work down to the

Memorial Park gates to be finished.  
On 25th November, we received the following statement: “The
council has submitted a request to vary the occupation conditions
due to a delay caused by water services maintenance work, as
the council does not wish to undertake disruptive work over the
Christmas period in order to support the traders and the wider
shopping community. This variation is currently being
considered.”
Work on Bath Hill was halted abruptly in October when contractor
ER Hemmings Construction went into administration. This left a
number of major contracts in the area in limbo, including work to
extend the Newbridge Park & Ride in Bath.
While the council statement made no reference to the
landscaping work or the car park, Keynsham Chamber of
Commerce Chair Lyn Young has expressed outrage that council
workers have been given passes to park all day in Ashton Way
Car Park until work at the Civic Centre Car Park is complete.
“I am angry and disgusted if these reports are true," she told us.
“Businesses have suffered enough over the last two years and we
are hearing continuing stories of people coming to Keynsham and
giving up because there is nowhere to park.”
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Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliances

Accommodation

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Car Services

Chimney Sweep

Caravans

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Events

Electrical

ElectricalClock Repairs

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Garden Services

Furniture Makers Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
LogsHair & BeautyGarden ServicesGarden Services

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

MIKE THE GARDENER .   
Seasonal tidy up, Hedge Cutting,
Fruit Tree Pruning,Garden
Maintenance. 07971 580692

GOOD QUALITY
HARDWOOD LOGS.   
£70 per bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

Joinery

Home Maintenance

Hypnotherapy



Directory & What’s On

Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets

Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

Portraits

Recruitment

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Maths Tuition

Pilates

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

A LEVEL MATHS.    
Private tuition by experienced and
respected teacher with proven track
record.  Contact Ken on 07977
049007.

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Pawn Brokers

Painting
& Decorating
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Venue Hire

Wanted

Taxis

Stair Repairs

Book a series of
adverts and

save even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50
8 weeks - £13.00
12 weeks - £12.00
26 weeks - £11.00
52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK
All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along as
all your dates are confirmed

with the order.

Similar discounts also apply to
our larger 7cm boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Sewing Lessons
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Residents feel their concerns about school-related parking on
and around Memorial Road are not being taken seriously
enough, says Jo McCarron, who is hoping to become the area’s
next MP.
Last Monday she joined residents at the Kings Forest Area
Forum to call for improved parking restrictions on Memorial
Road. Locals want better enforcement of restrictions that
already exist and new parking restrictions, either all day or at
school pick-up and drop-off times, at least on one side of
Memorial Road. In particular parking causes problems for buses
and restricts access for emergency vehicles, and makes it
difficult for drivers exiting Heath Road.
Mrs McCarron said she had been advised before the meeting
that councillors would be deciding whether to implement a
scheme to review waiting restrictions in Hanham, including
Memorial Road and Heath Road. Currently it is on a long list of
potential schemes for inclusion for next year. 
She said: “It was frustrating and confusing to be told by the
Chair that councillors wouldn’t be able to decide whether to go
ahead with the review. 
“How can people feel they have a say and that their concerns
matter when the process for making decisions is this opaque?
Residents came out of the meeting, which is supposed to be a
forum for them to have their say, feeling their concerns hadn’t
been taken seriously at all.”
Local Conservative councillors say the problem of parking
particularly during school start and finish times has existed for at
least 12 years and they have constantly tried to alleviate the
problem including by using the police and the council’s Parking
Services, the latter visiting 89 times in the last year.
“It is not a new problem, rather an old chestnut,” said Cllr John

Goddard. He said a scheme to review waiting restrictions in the
whole of Hanham has been on the local transport priority list for
two years.
Cllr Heather Goddard invited residents to go along to tonight’s
(Thursday) meeting of the Hanham & Longwell Green Safer &
Stronger at Hanham Community Centre, at which the police will
be represented.
The meeting starts at 7pm.

Hanham  

Frustration mounts
over parking problems

Plans to redevelop Meadowvale Community Centre and the
green space in between the current building and Speedwell
Nursery School and Children’s Centre are taking a step forward
with the preparation of a bid for £500,000 of Lottery funding.
As well as renovating the community centre, pictured, a large
extension is planned, facing on to the park. This would create a
multi-functional space for sports, meetings, functions and

activities, such as advice and guidance sessions. A community
café is also planned.
On Saturday Speedwell Nursery School and Children’s Centre
and Meadow Vale Community Association came together to
hold a Christmas fayre  when there were various stalls, free face
painting, a raffle and refreshments, plus a visit from Father
Christmas.

Speedwell  

Community unites
to improve facilities

Rachel and Danielle Hawkins at the Christmas fayre



28 The Week in •  Thursday 4th December 2014

OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in December

With Christmas on the horizon and days getting shorter, it’s
probably the time to explore active pursuits that don’t depend
on warm weather, wellie boots or a windbreak at Weston-
super-Mare.  
The Harbourside in Bristol is an ideal location to enjoy the seafaring
culture, history and scenery the city has to offer. A short walk from
main bus routes, the area is a cornucopia of waterway attractions
including boatyards, riverside walks, houseboats and various
coffee shops and art galleries.  
The M Shed Museum is part of these attractions and houses many

items belonging to a lost
industrial era.  In it are exhibits
that remind us of the
manufacturing and seafaring
history that once prevailed in our
city.  Also included in the
museum’s attractions are the
Stothert & Pitt cranes that line
the harbour walls. These were
manufactured in Bath and used
regularly for nearly 100 years
until the docks closed in 1974.  

Other companies, like Douglas Motorcycles, Fry’s Chocolate, Wills
Cigarettes & Tobacco, Robinson’s box and paper manufacturers
and various local boot and shoe producers have all contributed to
the vast array of paraphernalia on display at the museum.
Another gem to be found if you look hard enough is the latest
Banksy offering. It’s his take on Girl with a Pearl Earring, by
Vermeer. Banksy’s work of art, however, is called The Girl with the 

Full steam ahead to Christmas

Banksy's 'Girl with a Pearl Earring'
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Pierced Eardrum. This is a little further on from the M Shed, at
Hanover Place, but well worth the trek.
This year The M Shed is to hold two special events on the
weekends of the 13th and 14th December and 20th and 21st
December. Called Xmas Steam Up, they are activity based ventures
in which people are encouraged to learn how to drive a railway
engine and a steam crane. The experience will cost £25 and
includes a mince pie and mulled wine. 
Once you have circumnavigated the Harbour’s many attractions,
instead of taking the hike around Cumberland Basin to your original
starting point you could use the Harbour Ferry from Baltic Walk to
Harbour Inlet where Sam and Miles will take the strain for you. This
ferry even operates on
Christmas Day and Boxing Day.  
With so much to see and do at
Bristol’s Harbourside it could be
just the thing to work off all that
Christmas pud.
For more details on M Shed
activities go to www.bristol
museums.org.uk/m-shed/whats-
on/xmas-steam-up or call 0117
352 6914.

Christine Rogers



Local choir Ten Sing are to be amongst the many contributors at this
Saturday’s Christmas on the Hill celebrations at Staple Hill.  They
will be performing at The Salvation Army Citadel at 2pm and later on
in The Square.
Also on Tuesday 16th December Ten Sing are performing at
Kingswood Congregational Church in Hanham Road Kingswood.
Entrance is on the door and the performance starts at 7.30pm.
Ten Sing run two groups, one for children aged 7 to 11 and a second
for people aged 12 to 25.  Anyone interested in joining should call
Mary Hastings tel. 07855222320 or Jason Warlock 07711524575.
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in December

The ever popular Avon and Somerset Constabulary Male Voice
Choir together with Bold Brass will be performing at St. John’s
Church, Keynsham on Saturday 13th December (7.30pm).
The choir has visited the Keynsham Parish Church on a number of
occasions and always attracts a large audience. Members of
Keynsham Bowling Club will be assisting with stewarding on the
evening. The proceeds of the concert will be split between COPS
(Care of Police Survivors) and the Memorial Park.
Tickets are £5, available from Smith’s Jewellers in Keynsham High
Street, the parish church office or online at
http://policechoir.ticketsource.co.uk

Coppers and Brass
at Christmas

Ten Sing at Staple Hill

St Bartholomew’s Church at Wick is holding its annual Soup & Sale
on Saturday 6th December.  
There will be a selection of home- made soups and a cake stall, as
well as a Christmas gift wrapping stall.   
A selection of other festive items will also be available. The event
will take place in the church room from noon to 2pm.

Soup & Sale at Wick
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Waiting for Santa...
Everything is ready in the Christmas Grotto at the Fry Club in
Keynsham for this coming weekend.  All that's missing now is the
very special guest who will be in residence this Sunday (7th) and
the following two weekends (14th & 21st). See below for more
details.

The Stars are Brightly Shining is a Christmas carol event being held
from 6pm to 7pm on Saturday 20th December at King’s Oak
Academy Theatre in Kingswood. 
The charity concert has been organised by One Church Bristol and
the charity nominated to benefit is Kingswood-based Hop, Skip and
Jump. 
Among those attending the carol concert will be the Chairman of
South Gloucestershire Council Cllr Howard Gawler and Kingswood
MP Chris Skidmore, along with other community representatives.
Tickets are £5 or free for under-16s. You can order them online at
https://thestarsareshiningbrightly.eventbrite.com or by calling 0117
330 7889.

Starry night for charity

A 50/50 Christmas Crafty Coffee Morning which will be raising funds
for both Bath’s Royal United Hospital’s Cancer Centre and St John's
Church in Keynsham will take place on Saturday 6th December.
The venue is the Parish Hall next to St John’s and the event will run
from 10am to noon. 
On sale will be homemade cakes and a variety of locally made
crafts and cards, including wrist warmers, robins, stockings and
table decorations.

Christmas shopping will
help two good causes
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Kingswood 

Town to get a new community hub for
library, public loos and other services
People are being invited to have their say on plans to bring
together Kingswood’s library and One Stop Shop with public
toilets and other services in one single location.
The proposals are part of South Gloucestershire Council’s
£36m savings programme and aim to reduce running costs
while making it easier for people to access services.
There are several options for the location for the new hub -
Kingswood Civic Centre, the existing library or another vacant
property in the area.
It would offer a full range of library services, computers and free
internet access, advice services from a range of providers, a
police contact point, event, exhibition and meeting space and
fully accessible public toilets, as well as the One Stop Shop,

where customers can get
advice on matters such
as council tax and
housing benefits,
The council is thinking
about relocating the
public toilets at the

entrance to Kingswood Park into the new base. Kingswood
Civic Centre already houses the One Stop Shop and a police
inquiry desk and is home to the Kingswood beat team.

Plans for community hubs in up to three other locations will be
explored as part of the project, which aims to save £500,000.
Chair of the council’s Communities Committee Cllr Claire Young
said: “This project is a good example of how we’re exploring
new and efficient ways to deliver council services, as part of our
six-year savings programme.
“Like all local authorities we need to make big savings as we
adjust to national austerity measures and it’s important we look
at all possible ways to make services more affordable.”
The consultation runs until 31st January and councillors are
expected to make a decision on the proposal later next year.
More information about the consultation is available on the
council’s website, or from the One Stop Shop and the library.
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Keynsham 

Good Ofsted report for infant school
Chandag Infant School has been given a ‘Good’ rating by
Ofsted.
Inspectors from the education watchdog visited the 182-pupil
school last month and their report has now been published.
Pupils are keen to learn, behaviour is good and attendance has
risen because pupils enjoy coming to school and feel safe, they
said.
Children in Reception make good progress and achieve well
and this good start is built upon so that by the end of Year 2
pupils’ attainment in reading, writing and mathematics is above
that expected for their age group.
Teaching is judged to be good across the school, with teachers
planning lessons well for all abilities to ensure all pupils make
progress. 
The report also said the school had successfully implemented
a new and stimulating curriculum and improved its systems for
checking on pupils’ progress. 
The inspectors said: “The headteacher has an accurate view of
teaching and in the short time she has been in the post taken
effective measures to improve its quality. 
“The governing body checks the school’s work and has been
instrumental in enabling the school to strengthen its practice. It
has done this by setting the headteacher challenging targets
and making sure they are achieved.
“Leaders have identified the right priorities for the school’s

development. They are taking appropriate action to improve
pupils’ writing by introducing more topics which interest boys.
As a result the standard of boys’ writing has improved.”
To become outstanding, the school has been told to improve
teaching of phonic skills and make sure subject leaders are
given the right support and training to develop their skills so
they can contribute more effectively to school improvement. 
This week headteacher Annie Smart said: “I am delighted that
Ofsted have recognised that we are a good school. This
overwhelmingly positive report is a testament to the fabulous
teamwork and dedication of our excellent staff and governors. 
“We have wonderful children and extremely supportive parents
who make a huge contribution to the life of the school.
“I would like to thank everyone who plays their part in ensuring
that Chandag Infant School is a great place to learn and grow.”
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Look out for local actor
in major ITV drama
Actor Joe Sims, a former pupil at The Sir Bernard Lovell
School in Oldland Common, has a major role in the
upcoming two-part ITV drama The Lost Honour of
Christopher Jefferies.
Being screened on 10th and 11th December, it tells the story of
retired Bristol teacher Christopher Jefferies, the landlord falsely
linked to the murder of his tenant, Joanna Yeates four years
ago. 
Joe, 34, best known for his role as Nigel Carter in the ITV crime
drama Broadchurch, plays Joanna’s neighbour Vincent Tabak,
who was eventually convicted of killing her. 

Joanna disappeared just before Christmas in 2010 after a night
out with colleagues. Her body was found on Christmas Day a
few miles away in Failand.
The police initially suspected and arrested Mr Jefferies, played
in the new drama by Jason Watkins. He was questioned for two
days before being bailed and eliminated from the inquiry several
months later.
Mr Jefferies brought libel action against eight publications over
their coverage of his arrest, resulting in the payment of
substantial damages
Tabak, a 32-year-old Dutch engineer, was arrested on 20th
January 2011.  He was charged with her murder and pleaded
guilty to manslaughter, but denied murdering her. 
In October 2011 he was found guilty of murder and sentenced
to life with a minimum term of 20 years.
Joe, who was a pupil at SBL from 1991 to 1996, said he was
very aware of how the murder had affected Bristol and that the
TV drama – shot on location in Clifton - had been handled
sensitively.
It is written by Peter Morgan (who wrote the film The Queen)
and directed by Roger Michell, who also directed the movie
Notting Hill.

Joe Sims
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Bristol’s mayor George Ferguson will host his next public
question time on Wednesday 10th December from 7pm at
UWE's Glenside Campus in Stapleton.   
Mayor’s Question Time is free and open to all but booking in
advance is required as space is limited.  Booking is open now at
www.bristol.gov.uk/questiontime 
People without internet access can book by telephone on 0117
922 2848.
The event will be independently chaired by Robin Hambleton,
Professor of City Leadership.   
The Mayor, who will not know the questions beforehand, said: “I
much prefer taking Mayor’s Question Time out on the road and
pitching it the community, in this case, in East Bristol. 
“These public forums are a valuable means of communication.
They offer me yet further opportunity to engage as widely as
possible with citizens and attempt to respond to a range of
issues and concerns directly.”
Doors open at 6pm for a 7pm start.  Those wanting to submit
questions are recommended to arrive in good time before the
7pm start.  The event will end at 8.15pm.

The Planning and Housing Minister Brandon Lewis dropped in
to the Cherry Tree pub in Oldland Common last Thursday when
people from the neighbourhood were invited along to ask
questions regarding issues surrounding the Green Belt, green
bin charge and other local government issues.

Outside the pub Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore, who hopes to
hold other ‘Meet the Minister’ sessions in his constituency over
the next few months, pointed out the Green Belt site opposite
where developers failed in their attempt to build 450 homes.

Mayor’s Question
Time in East Bristol

Oldland Common 

Pub venue for meeting
with minister

LQ
LQ

Brandon Lewis and Chris Skidmore
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An urgent investigation has been promised by sweet
manufacturer Maynards after an Oldland Common man found a

piece of metal in a wine gum.
Dave Britton, of West Street,
says he bought the gums at
the Mace store and
discovered the piece of metal
in one of the sweets when he
bit into it.
He called Maynards and
says he had a frosty
reception and no apology
although he was offered a
replacement packet of gums.
Mr Britton says the shop

removed all other packets of the wine gums from their shelves
but was told by Maynards they could put them back.
Maynards is now part of the Mondelez International empire.
Tony Bilsborough, from Maynards’ corporate affairs department,
told us: “We have been in contact with Mr Britton and are
currently waiting for the product to be returned to us so that we
can carry out an urgent investigation.”

Urgent investigation
promised after metal
is found in wine gum 

A lorry carrying 5,500 gift-filled shoeboxes from South Bristol,
Keynsham and Bath left for Romania on Saturday.
More than 500 cartons were loaded by Operation Christmas
Child volunteers who included members from the Romanian
Pentecostal Church and Avon Fire & Rescue Service. 
Operation Christmas Child is celebrating 25 years of distributing
shoeboxes to children. 
Since the beginning in 1990 over 100 million have been
distributed to children who are victims of war, poverty,
persecution, famine, disease, and natural disaster in more than
130 countries.

Gifts on their
way to Romania
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Kingswood 

School bids for £4.5m to refurbish
crumbling buildings
King’s Oak Academy, where some old classrooms are in a
shocking state, is bidding for around £4.5m of Government
money to carry out a major refurbishment and rebuilding
scheme. 
Two classrooms at the school in Brook Road have already been
decommissioned because of rodent infestation which has
caused parts of the ceiling to fall onto the desks below. 
Despite being at the top of the South Gloucestershire list for
capital investment for more than 10 years, King’s Oak which is
still using some 70-year-old ‘temporary’ buildings. It has now
applied for the Priority Schools Building Programme to improve
both its buildings and sports facilities and Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore has written to the new Education Secretary Nicky
Morgan to back the school’s bid.
The school, which became an academy run by the Cabot
Learning Federation in September 2011, has since been judged
as good by the education watchdog, despite the poor state that
some of the buildings are in.
Mr Skidmore said: “The proposed rebuild includes a new
canteen, drama, SEN and sports facilities, the renovation of the
maths department and the demolition of pre-fab buildings that
are no longer fit for purpose, to be replaced with new buildings
and facilities that would greatly enhance the school. 
“I believe that the buildings currently in use are unsustainable

and should have been replaced years ago.”
Headteacher Ian Frost says in the application that the quality of
learning at the school is affected by cramped, cold and
unsuitable conditions and parents have described as their
number one reason for not choosing the school for their child in
the past has been the inadequate indoor PE facilities and
changing rooms and sub-standard classrooms. 
Meanwhile Cabot Learning Federation is currently building a
new £3.7m primary school alongside King’s Oak Academy,
which will open next September.
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Horace Batchelor was always keen to let Radio Luxembourg
listeners know the correct spelling of Keynsham, but it seems
the organisers of this year's Christmas fair weren't listening.
Posters went up around the town last week promoting the
Winter Festival but the name Keynsham appeared have grown
an extra E. 

We are of course conscious that we may be living in a
greenhouse by highlighting this as we are not free from the odd
typo ourselves.  What fascinated us about this rather
embarrassing gaffe was a press release received from the
council just the day before, offering advice to event organisers
in the area on the benefits of good planning.
Keynsham Town Council (the Winter Festival organisers) are
singled out by B&NES as an example of good practice and the
deputy town clerk is quoted as saying: “Planning and producing
a successful event is not a difficult task, if you follow a
methodical process.
“Planning ahead is essential. For Keynsham Winter Festival, we
start in June for an event in November and the Music Festival is
planned a whole year in advance.”
Looks like they will have to start even earlier next year.

Keynsham 

That's K...E...Y...
Mangotsfield & Emersons Green 

People flock to launch
of Christmas project

Organisations
win grants

A new musical group for babies and toddlers is starting on 9th
January at the Salvation Army at Two Mile Hill Road.
The group aims to be interactive, supportive, friendly and fun
and a ‘taste and see’ session is taking place on Friday 5th
December from 9.30am to 11am.
It is open to parents, carers, and parents-to-be. For more
information call 0117 969 1919.

The ‘Baa-zaar’ held at St James’ Church at the weekend was
very successful and launched a project which is uniting
communities in Mangotsfield and Emersons Green in the run-up
to Christmas.
Many people came along to pick up their entry forms for the
sheep trail and meet Lammy the Lamb from Grimsbury Farm. 

There are now 27 knitted sheep being tracked down at the
various locations locally and forms are downloadable at
https://www.facebook.com/stjamesmangotsfield
The Travelling Nativity Set was blessed at a church service at St
James’ on Sunday and sent out on its journey around the
community. 
This Sunday 7th December the children from Mangotsfield C of
E Primary School will be performing the Nativity and helping
with the carol singing at Grimsbury Farm.

Longwell Green Memorial Hall & Playing Field Association has
been awarded almost £30,000 towards a redevelopment
project.
It was one of the grants awarded at last week’s Kings Forest
Area Forum. The money has come from the New Homes Bonus,
a grant paid by central government to local councils for
increasing the number of homes and their use.
The money will be used to replace the heating system which has
largely remained since the community centre first opened.
Also successful with their bids were Banjo Island Community &
Sports Association (BICSA) which was awarded just under
£10,000 for community art and development project, and Wick
Sports Ground, which got £6,600 towards the refurbishment of
its hard court.
Meanwhile the Brass Works Theatre, based at Kingswood
Museum in Warmley, got just over £3,000 to install new heating.

Kingswood 

New musical group
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Sudoku Solutions
2 1 9 4 3 6 7 8 5
4 8 6 9 5 7 3 2 1
3 5 7 2 8 1 4 6 9
7 6 2 8 4 5 9 1 3
5 9 3 7 1 2 8 4 6
8 4 1 3 6 9 2 5 7
1 3 4 5 9 8 6 7 2
9 2 5 6 7 4 1 3 8
6 7 8 1 2 3 5 9 4

4 5 3 1 6 2 7 9 8
8 1 6 9 7 3 4 2 5
2 9 7 4 5 8 6 1 3
7 8 2 5 3 4 1 6 9
9 4 5 2 1 6 3 8 7
3 6 1 8 9 7 5 4 2
1 3 8 7 4 9 2 5 6
6 2 4 3 8 5 9 7 1
5 7 9 6 2 1 8 3 4

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
O A A T I P

U P K E E P R U M P U S
A R O E B B

F L E A S H A M R O C K
T T T U R

S T E E P L E B E L A Y
R E C W

K A P P A S H U F F L E
I E W A R

A N N O Y I N G A R T Y
E P N R P E

F R O L I C I M P I S H
S E E N E T

Bowling 

Keynsham Bowling Club

Southmead defeat Kingswood
Knights Under 12s

It may be close season at Keynsham Bowling Club but the
social life of the club continues.
At the end of October some of the members, headed up by Clive
Brain, provided a curry evening in the clubhouse which was
attended by nearly 60 members. 
And earlier this month the annual awards presentation lunch
was held at Saltford Golf Club, attended by over 80 members
and their partners. Club chairman Barry Davies said it was good
to see so many trophies being won by fairly new members which
reflected well on the playing standard  for the future.
Competition secretary Martin Jordan stood down and was
thanked for his service in the role. 

The winners with their trophies

It was a much improved performance by Kingswood Knights
Under 12s at their home match against Southmead. 
An injury break affected the flow of the game and Kingswood
were slow to respond, giving Southmead the chance to take
advantage. The score was eventually 76 - 12 to Southmead.

Rugby  

Rugby players raise funds
for tour and for charity
Keynsham RFC Under 16s are planning some fundraising
activities this weekend to help raise money for their forthcoming
tour to Cork in Ireland, as well as for Trust PA.
Trust PA has been selected as it has very close links with rugby

and in particular Keynsham RFC. PA (Paul-André Blundell) was
a talented rugby centre playing for Keynsham RFC until his
tragic accident in September 2001 when he sustained a spinal
cord injury during a tackle that left him instantly paralysed from
the chin down and only able to breathe using a ventilator. 
PA was making excellent progress in the spinal rehabilitation
unit and even making it into a wheelchair but tragically he
passed away suddenly and unexpectedly in January 2002, aged
26, from a blood clot in the lung. The Trust raises money to help
spinally injured people by funding scientific and clinical work to
relieve their difficulties and aid their recovery.
This Saturday (6th December) from 10am until 4pm the Under-
16s will be bag packing at Tesco in Keynsham in their yellow
and black rugby kit. And also this weekend, they are selling
Christmas trees at Orchard Lea Nursery (formerly Groovy
Monsters) on Charlton Road from 9am. 
The players will be at Asda in Longwell Green on Saturday 13th
for more bag packing between noon and 2pm. Other fundraising
events are planned for early next year.

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor
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