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Friends and acquaintances of Ben Pocock, the Keynsham
student killed in the Malaysian MH17 air crash over Ukraine
in July, are invited to attend his funeral next week.
It will be held at 11am on Monday 1st December at St John’s
Church in Keynsham, followed by a private family cremation
service.
Ben’s parents, Jeremy and Louise, have released a new photo
of their son. They said: “The last four months has been a
desperate and sad time for us as a family but we are relieved
to have been able to bring Ben home and accord him all the
love and respect he deserves.”
Ben, who was a pupil at St John’s Primary School and
Wellsway School, was on his way to Australia for a placement
at the University of Western Australia (UWA) in Perth for six
months.
He studied International Business at Loughborough University
and was on track to secure a ‘first’. As he was doing well in his
studies he won a bursary to help with his travel costs to
Australia.
Ben’s parents said: “Although we have had a very hard time as
a family, we are very conscious that there are still nine
passengers from the flight that have not yet been identified. Our
hearts are with their families and we hope they soon receive the
news they are desperately waiting for.
“The forthcoming funeral is about Ben but we will also wish to
remember all the other 297 victims of MH17, especially the 80
children and numerous young adults. They did not deserve to
die in such brutal circumstances.
“We would like to pay tribute to the local community for the
support we have received.”

Keynsham 

Ben’s funeral to take place on
1st December

Emersons Green  

Christmas fair
A Christmas fair will take place at Emersons Green Village Hall
on Saturday 29th November from 10.30am to 2pm.
There will be stalls, a café and displays on the stage, raffles
and games, and Santa will be in his grotto.
Entry to the fair is free.

Ben Pocock
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A new group called Angel Patch has been set up at the
Scout Hall in Two Mile Hill for lone parents and their
children and two Christmas events are being planned.
The first is on Saturday 6th December when there will be
Christmas crafts, colouring, toys and activities.
Then on Saturday 27th December there will be a Christmas
party with games and snacks.
Both events will be from 2pm to 4pm and entry is free, with any
donation for refreshments.
The group has been started by Jacky Lewis. She said: “The
group is for lone parents to come with their children of any age
where there will be toys, activities and an opportunity for lone
parents to have a place to meet and have a coffee or tea and a
chat.
“I have been a lone parent for several years and to start a group
for lone parents to meet with their children has been on my heart
for a few years.
“It will run at the Scout Hall at Two Mile Hill twice a month with
dates to follow after Christmas. It is free entry with any donation
for refreshments.”

Kingswood  

Fun and friendship
for lone parents
and their children

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
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Brislington 

Taxi drivers prosecuted for refusing to let
blind man and his dog into their cars
Two Bristol taxi drivers have been prosecuted for failing to
allow a blind man and his guide dog into their cars.
Bristol City Council’s licensing enforcement team brought the
prosecutions against two private hire drivers for refusing to
convey an assistance dog, contrary to the Equalities Act 2010. 
Andrew Goddard, of Badgers Walk, Brislington, had booked a car
to take him and his guide dog, Sammy, to a social event at the
Louisiana pub. Two drivers refused before he was eventually
taken to the venue by a third driver.
As a consequence, Mr Goddard arrived very late and both he and
Sammy got soaking wet.
Mr Goddard, who is registered blind, hopes that by bringing the
case to court, it will prevent other people from having to go
through the same ordeal.
He said: “I got Sammy in May last year and he has given me the
confidence to go out to social events on my own. I don’t have any
problem with my normal taxi firm, who are always happy to take
my dog, and if it hadn’t have been raining, I would have probably
got the bus.
“I am pleased that both drivers were prosecuted and I hope that
by highlighting this issue, other people will not have to suffer.”
The first driver, Khader Ahmed Sharif Abdi, pleaded guilty to the
offence at Bristol Magistrates’ Court and was given a conditional
discharge and ordered to pay a contribution towards prosecution
costs.

The second driver, Sheikh Omar
Mohamed, was found guilty by
magistrates and fined almost £350.
Cllr Gus Hoyt, Assistant Mayor for
Neighbourhoods, said: “Taxis and
private hire vehicles form an
integral part of the transport system
in Bristol and are often relied upon
by people suffering from visual
impairment.
“It is simply not acceptable that
drivers don’t comply with their legal
obligations by refusing to carry
assistance dogs. We are delighted
that we have brought these
successful convictions and hope it
sends out a strong message that
this is simply not acceptable.”
Alun Gwernan-Jones, regional
manager for the Guide Dogs for the
Blind Association, welcomed the tough stance from the licensing
department: “Guide dog owners depend on their dogs for
independence, and they, and any other assistance dog users,
need to have confidence that no Bristol taxis will refuse them
access.”

Andrew Goddard and
Sammy
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Small Business Saturday is a grassroots, non-political, non-
commercial campaign, which highlights small business
success and encourages consumers to ‘shop local’ and
support small businesses
in their communities. 
The day itself takes place
on the first shopping
Saturday in December
each year, but the
campaign aims to have a
lasting impact on small
businesses.
This year's event is next
Saturday (6th December)
and several local communities will be mobilising to highlight
the importance and attraction of having a local commercial
centre right on your doorstep.  
Hanham, which has encountered its fair share of challenges
in recent years, is determined to demonstrate that it still has
a beating heart.  We’ll also be in Downend where local
businesses are planning a special day.
Don't miss our preview in next week’s issue.

Local businesses
get ready for Small
Business Saturday
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Grounded’s plans to open a new café bar in Keynsham
in time for Christmas are looking unlikely after planners
delayed making a decision on whether to approve the
scheme until they have been to visit the site.
The application to convert the old Lloyds Bank building in the
High Street was deferred by Bath & North East Somerset
Council’s development control committee last Wednesday.
It had been recommended for approval by planning officers
and some work has already been taking place on the
building.
The hold-up means there is now no chance of permission
being granted before 10th December – the date of the next
development control committee – effectively scuppering any
chance Grounded had of being open before Christmas, as
they had hoped.
A number of objections to the plan were received before the
meeting and among those speaking it at the meeting at the
Guildhall was Cllr Charles Gerrish.
The main issues for concern revolved around the building’s
proximity to the sheltered homes in Back Lane – especially
the proposed rear garden of the café bar, which would open
late into the evening, the proximity to the Baptist Church and
the adverse impact on the conservation area from new
folding glass doors at the front.
The Grounded chain, founded by Keynsham-born Tobie
Holbrook, already has cafes on Church Road in Redfield, at
Sandy Park Road in Brislington, on Bedminster Parade,
Gloucester Road, Horfield and in Corsham and is also
hoping to open in Fishponds.
Grounded café bars open all day, serving breakfast, lunch
and food in the evening, when local musicians often perform.

Keynsham  

Grounded’s plans grind to a halt

For the third year, a ceremony will be held to switch on the
village’s Christmas lights.
People will gather at the corner of Staunton Lane and the
A37 Wells Road on Friday 5th December at 7pm. 
Father Christmas will switch on the lights and there will be
carol singing led by Whitchurch Primary School choir. 
Everyone will then proceed to nearby St Nicholas’ Church,
where free refreshments will be available.

Whitchurch 
Christmas lights ceremony
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

4 7 8 5
9 1 8 7

3 1
3 1 4 9

2 1 5
5 1 4 8
6 2 9 8
8 3 2 7 5 4
4 6 1 7

6 4 2
7

2 7 1 9
3 5 8

7 5 8
3 7

3
9 1 2 6

3 5 6

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 30th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Residents in Fishponds and Kingswood are being
warned not to leave their car keys and other valuables
near windows, doors, letterboxes or cat flaps after 18
burglaries this month in which cars have been stolen. 
The most recent offences happened in the early hours of
last Thursday when two homes in Kingswood were broken
into and the victims’ cars taken.
The first was at around 2am in Queen Street, when a
Volkswagen Touran was taken.  The car was spotted by
officers in Speedwell and a 15-year-old boy from the area,
who fled the scene, was found nearby and arrested.
The other incident happened at around 4am at a home near
Forest Road. The victim woke up to hear noises and
discovered their blue Audi A4 had been stolen.
Insecure doors and windows are being used in most cases,
but in three incidents, the keys have been reached through
cat flaps.
Burglars are also stealing other items from the victims’
homes, including mobile phones, laptop, tablets and
handbags.
Detective Inspector Richard Ocone, who is in charge of the
investigation, said: “So far, nearly all of these crimes have
been around the Fishponds and Kingswood areas, but the
advice applies wherever you live.  We’ve made 10 arrests to
date and recovered 15 of the cars stolen.
“We need people not only to be extra vigilant about their
own security, but to report any suspicious activity to us.

We’d always rather
get a call and check
someone out than
miss the chance.
Sometimes it can be
the smallest bits of
information that,
when pieced
together, help us
build a case against
someone.”
As well as keeping keys and property out of sight, people
are advised to register their property on
www.immobilise.com so, if recovered, officers can both
prove it was stolen and reunite it with the loser.
Anyone with any information that could help police with this
investigation can contact Bristol CID on 101 or
Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800 555 111.
To speak to a local officer any security concerns, contact
Fishponds Police Station on 101.
Two of the 10 have been charged.  Billy Joe Madden, 18, of
no fixed abode, and Curtis Gleed, 21, from Courtney View in
Kingswood, were both arrested on Tuesday in a vehicle
stolen with keys from a burglary.
They have both been charged with handling stolen goods
and burglary and appeared at court yesterday.  Madden was
recalled to prison and Gleed was bailed.

Fishponds & Kingswood  

Spate of burglaries in which
keys and vehicles stolen
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Letters
A new low, even for this
council  
Dear Stephen,
Once again we are treated to a display of
arrogance/ignorance by a Lib Dem
member on B&NES Council who, when
asked a straightforward question in
Cabinet, had to resort to ‘political
conjecture’ and probably innuendo to
avoid giving any answer to a Keynsham
councillor, as he had no answer and
rather admit so and find out, retreated to
the safety of political dogma. 
Whilst on the topic of the fiasco that is the
Keynsham centre regeneration, if the pre-
occupation conditions attached to the
planning application will not be met until
March, how can units like the Bonzo
Lounge, Sainsbury's etc be trading
lawfully?
We should be used to the council playing
fast and loose with planning law (K2
springs to mind) but this level of non-
enforcement is a whole new low, even by
their standards.
Graham Payne
Keynsham

Light bulb moment  
Dear Sir,
According to B&NES Council’s Connect
magazine, the new “Keynsham Civic
Centre will be among the most energy
efficient in the country”.
Who do they think they are kidding?
At enormous PUBLIC expense this
‘Golden Raspberry’ is now equipped with
solar panels generating its own electricity
and power so “the project benefits the
environment and saves money for
essential services”.

Excuse me! Perhaps the designer forgot
something - an OFF SWITCH!
Last week I had to pass this part of town
at 3.30am and 4.15am and was shocked
and infuriated to see that ALL the internal
lighting, not just circulation spaces, was
fully illuminated.  There appeared to be no
occupants (cleaners etc) so I was rather
concerned that energy was being wasted.
To my dismay I also witnessed that the

same thing appeared to be happening late
on Saturday afternoon and on Sunday.  
Surely if the building is unoccupied and, if
excess energy is being produced, any
surplus should be being SOLD in order to
recoup some of the installation costs and
subsidise the council coffers.
Name and address supplied

Delay could be dangerous  
Dear Sir,
Keynsham residents are being consulted
by B&NES Council on a proposal to delay
the road improvements around the new
town centre by up to six months.  
The road surfaces in Bath Hill are very
worn, to the point of being dangerous,
especially to cyclists. The absence of
crossing points in Bath Hill and Temple
Street makes it difficult for pedestrians to
cross the road safely.  
This additional delay is very undesirable
and may lead to accidents.  It should not
be permitted.
Comments on the proposal may be made
online or at the One Stop Shop.
Phil Hewett, Keynsham

MP is not focusing on
issues that matter  
Dear Editor,
I am concerned that North East
Somerset’s current Tory MP, Jacob
Rees-Mogg, seems to be focusing his
energy on pointless legal challenges,
rather than working on issues relevant to
the people in North East Somerset.
Rees-Mogg recently teamed up with
UKIP to mount a legal challenge to the
European Arrest Warrant, which
facilitates cross-border extradition of
criminal suspects. With Rees-Mogg’s
support, UKIP’s former treasurer Stuart
Wheeler sought a High Court injunction
against any decision by the House of
Commons to opt Britain into the
European Arrest Warrant. 
Having researched, examined and
critically analysed EU law as part of my
law degree, I can tell you that the legal
argument Wheeler put forward was
extremely weak. Wheeler’s claim was
that a vote by the House of Commons to
opt into the European Arrest Warrant
would violate the Magna Carta. Not
surprisingly, the argument was laughed
out of court by three High Court judges,
who said that the case was “unarguable”
on all grounds as it would involve the
courts “improperly straying from the legal
into the political realm”. 
The High Court has since ordered
Wheeler to pay the Government's costs
in defending the case, while Wheeler
himself has now said that he is giving up
and will not appeal.
There are many pressing issues facing
North East Somerset. Is spending time
helping to mount far-fetched court cases
really the best way for North East
Somerset’s MP to serve local people?
Zoë Papadopoulos
Peasedown St John



Best ever Scouts auction  
Dear Sir,
A big thank you to everyone involved in
this year’s 1st Keynsham Scouts Auction
and Book Sale. 
Last year we raised £5,725 which was
itself a record. This year the record was
broken again and the sum raised was
£6,800. This remarkable achievement
was made possible by the support of the
following: leaders and helpers, Beavers,
Cubs, Scouts, Explorers, Network, the
exec, both past and present, the many
friends of Keynsham Scouts, parents
and guardians, local businesses,
everyone who made donations and
finally, all the buyers who attended the
event. 
All the money raised will be used to
support a whole range of activities and
events for the young people of
Keynsham. All those involved in
organising and running this event are
unpaid volunteers, who generously gave
up their time and resources to make this
the best auction ever. 
Information about Scouting in
Keynsham and our contact details can
be found on our website -
http://www.1stkeynshamscouts.org.uk
Thank you.
Terry Dove
Chairman, 1st Keynsham Scout
Group 

Toll road champ deserves a
civic honour  
Dear Sir,
I cannot believe that B&NES are asking
for council tax from the gentleman who
has done what the council failed to do.

Do they not realise that by building the
toll road at Kelston, he not only saved
many residents a lot of inconvenience
but also helped to reduce criticism of the
council for their lack of action?
I am sure that if the council asked the
people they represent (and who provide
the money they spend) if they could
provide a grant towards his costs, there
would be an overwhelming agreement in
favour. And what about some civic
honour?
If the council do not come good, maybe
there could be a fundraising campaign to
cover any shortfall. That would really put
the council to shame.
Mervyn Bishop
St George

End of the road for the
Lib Dems?  
Dear Sir,
349 Liberal Democrat votes and a lost
deposit in Rochester and Strood! This
comes on top of losing their £500 in
Clacton and just saving it in Heywood
and Middleton. So where does that leave
them in Bath? From the responses on
the doorsteps, I would respectfully
suggest, in serious decline.
Their record from controlling Bath &
North East Somerset for the past few
years has so obviously added to this loss
in the public’s confidence.
The Dorchester Street Bus Gate fiasco!
Simultaneously commencing hugely
disruptive roadworks on all our main
access routes! Failing to support the
community spirited initiative of the
Kelston Toll Road! 
Add to this the lack of comfort offered to
the independent traders that make an
enormous contribution to our economic
wellbeing, the perceived anti-motorcar
philosophy, and we have an

administration slightly tattered around
the edges. As an eminent Daily
Telegraph journalist firmly declared after
the success of Mr Reckless, the days of
the two and a half main party politics is
over. Perhaps the hour has come for us
Independents to lead the way.  
Dave Laming
B&NES Independent Councillor for
Lambridge
B&NES Leader of the Group of
Independents

Church sound system
works for me  
Dear Sir,
I am writing in response to the three
veterans’ letter of the 20th November
concerning the sound system in St
John’s Church on Remembrance
Sunday.  
I am an 86-year-old who was sitting in a
nearby seat and have worn hearing aids
in both ears for many years and yet was
able to hear clearly so am puzzled about
the problems they had.

I'm sorry that they had this difficulty but
am aware that St John’s invested about
£10,000 in a new sound system only a
few years ago so it's not easy to think of
ways of improvement.
I’m afraid that I cannot comment on the
sound system at the Memorial Gates but
guess there are difficulties with it being
outdoors.
Morris Powe
Keynsham
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

Astute (6)7
Male heir to a throne (6)8
Close to (4)9
Weapon of total destruction (4-4)10
Often (7)11
A length of yarn (5)13
Card used to tell fortunes (5)15
Lacking any compassion (7)17
Garments (8)20
Underground portion of a plant (4)21
Decorate (with a raised design) (6)22
Repudiate, retract (6)23

Down

A form of toast (6)1
Low dam across a river (4)2
In a perfect world (7)3
Cylinder used to wind (5)4
Legendary central African city (8)5
Large shrimps (6)6
Induced termination of pregnancy (8)12
A word of rearranged letters (7)14
Poise (6)16
To be on a ship or aircraft (6)18
Primary (5)19
Indian prince (4)21

ACROSS
7 Astute (6)

8 Male heir to a throne (6)

9 Close to (4)

10 Weapon of total destruction (4-4)

11 Often (7)

13 A length of yarn (5)

15 Card used to tell fortunes (5)

17 Lacking any compassion (7)

20 Garments (8)

21 Underground portion of a plant (4)

22 Decorate (with a raised design) (6)

23 Repudiate, retract (6)

DOWN
1 A form of toast (6)

2 Low dam across a river (4)

3 In a perfect world (7)

4 Cylinder used to wind (5)

5 Legendary central African city (8)

6 Large shrimps (6)

12 Induced termination of pregnancy (8)

14 A word of rearranged letters (7)

16 Poise (6)

18 To be on a ship or aircraft (6)

19 Primary (5)

21 Indian prince (4)

Staple Hill 

Masked burglar claiming to be
policeman targets 86-year-old woman
A man wearing a balaclava and claiming to be a police
officer has stolen money from an 86-year-old woman at her
Staple Hill home.
Police are linking last Thursday’s burglary with another in
Chipping Sodbury the day before in which two men wearing
balaclavas also pretended to be police officers before stealing
hundreds of pounds from another pensioner.
In last Wednesday’s incident at a house in Chipping Sodbury
two men knocked at the house of a 77-year-old woman and
claimed to be officers investigating a burglary next door. One
went inside the house with the victim and asked her to fetch her
purse. The second left, claiming he was going to speak to
neighbours.
The victim placed her purse down and after the men had gone
realised it and its contents had been stolen.
The suspect who entered the house was white, stocky, about
5ft 7in and in his 30s. He was wearing a black bobble hat, a
black vest over a black top, and black trousers. The second
man was white, about 6ft tall, and dressed all in black. 
During the incident on Thursday night at a house in Staple Hill,
a man wearing a balaclava broke the lock on a door and

entered when he asked the 86-year-old homeowner if she had
any money in house.
When she questioned him, he claimed to be a police officer.
The suspect, who was white, 5ft 3in, and of slight build, then
told the victim to go upstairs, which she did. When she came
back down, she realised a quantity of cash had been stolen.
Detective Inspector Dominic Graham, of Bristol CID, said:
“These were two serious incidents whereby elderly victims have
been preyed upon by burglars.
“Each time, the suspects have claimed to be police officers and
used this to gain co-operation from the victims.
“I would like to make it perfectly clear that no police officer
would ever wear a balaclava whilst undertaking their duties.
Also, a bona-fide police officer would also present identification
before entering a house.
“I would ask local people to be vigilant in light of these incidents
and keep an eye on those most vulnerable in our
neighbourhoods. A robust police investigation is under way and
we are following several lines of inquiries.”
Anyone with information on either of these two incidents is
asked to contact 101 or Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.
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The school bell was
rung for the Upton
Cheyney School
reunion held at Manor
Farm last Tuesday.
Mrs Joyce Cooper, the
headteacher when the
school closed its doors
in 1981, gave a history
lesson on the changes
to the school since the
original was built in
1849, before cutting a
celebratory cake and
starting the party for
over 70 ex-pupils,
friends and relatives.
The event was
organised by the
Bitton Parish History Group. Find out more at
www.bittonhistory.org.uk or call the acting chairman Mike Gates
on 0117 932 8777.

Upton Cheyney  

School bell rings
again at reunion

Joyce Cooper cuts the cake in the
shape of the school
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Secretary of State alerted over controversial plans for minor injuries care in South Glos
Controversial new plans for minor injuries care provision in
South Gloucestershire have been referred to the Health
Secretary Jeremy Hunt.
Members of South Gloucestershire’s Public Health & Health
Scrutiny Committee were unanimous in saying that the Clinical
Commissioning Group’s plans would result in “inadequate
provision for dealing with minor injuries”.
Instead of opening the long-awaited minor injuries unit at
Cossham Hospital, the CCG will be piloting a minor injuries
service at GP surgeries in early 2015 for at least three to six
months, but the group’s inability to answer key questions – such
as at which practices – has sparked concern.
During a long meeting last Wednesday, punctuated by angry
calls from the scores of Cossham campaigners in the public
gallery, the CCG was taken to task by one member of the health
watchdog group after another.
What did emerge is that the pilot will cost around £150,000 to
set up and will run in four or five surgeries. Extra nursing staff
will be recruited in December and the CCG is talking to BrisDoc,
the out-of-hours service provider which has a base at Cossham,
about providing the minor injuries service outside of GP surgery
hours.
Lead campaigner Reg Bennett said: “Our GPs are hard pushed
to give us appointments now, surgeries are not coping and we
are not convinced there will be enough new staff in surgeries to
take on the extra workload.”
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore and Jo McCarron, Labour’s 



The Week in • Thursday 27th November 2014 15

r controversial plans for minor injuries care in South Glos
Parliamentary candidate for the constituency, also spoke and
attended a rally in Kingswood Park before the meeting.
Mr Skidmore told the committee that as room has been set
aside for the unit at Cossham, it was a “no brainer” to at least
trial it there.
Jo McCarron said there was frustration that the plans for the
pilot service were still vague.
Bristol city councillors Lesley Alexander, deputy leader of the
Conservative group, who represents Frome Vale, and Labour
member Jenny Smith (Southmead) were also at the meeting.
Cllr Alexander said the unit at Cossham would only need a
fraction of the number of staff to run it, compared to trialling it in
GP surgeries. 
She and others were concerned about minor services provision
for patients in Bristol. Cossham is mainly used by South Glos
residents but lies just over the city boundary.
Dr Ann Sephton, deputy clinical chair of the CCG, said: “Bristol
CCG are aware of what we are doing. They have a different
system but it is up to them to present their solutions.”
The scrutiny committee asked the CCG to reflect on the
committee’s concerns and consider whether to change its plans
before it reports back to the next meeting of the committee on
21st January.
Dr Jonathan Hayes, chairman of South Glos CCG, said: “We
recognise the strength of feeling and we will reflect on what we
have heard. We are disappointed – but not surprised – with the
decision to refer this matter.

“We have been looking at the best way to provide urgent care
services in South Gloucestershire, providing services for the
whole population, closer to where they live. Patients and the
public have told us they want better access to their GP and local
access to minor injuries services.
“We are planning to pilot a scheme which will increase the

availability of same day appointments at GP surgeries,
including for minor injuries. We will then engage with patients
and the public to gather feedback and will assess the clinical
and cost effectiveness.
“The decision on whether to commission an MIU at Cossham
will be made in 2015 once we have tested this alternative
approach.”
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Vacancy
to fill?

Advertising in The Week In
is an effective and low cost
option. Call Tracy or Jodie

on 0117 986 0381.
Deadline for Situations

Vacant advert bookings is
4.00pm on the FRIDAY
preceding publication.

Situations Vacant

LQ
LQ

Have your say on
library service shake-up
As part of Bristol City Council’s Libraries for the Future
consultation, meetings are being held today (Thursday) at
St George and Whitchurch libraries
The council must make a £1.1m reduction in its library budget.
Urging people to have their say, Mayor George Ferguson said:
“The fact is that 90% of people in Bristol are not using our
libraries. We need to think about how we make them more
attractive, how we combine them with other services. 
“Maybe they are going to be called something else because
they certainly won’t all be about borrowing books. They’ll be
about technology, about linking with the internet, about being
community hubs for various services.”

Today’s meeting at Whitchurch is from 10am to noon and the
one in St George runs from noon to 2pm.
Other consultation events coming up include at Fishponds
Library from 6.30pm to 8.30pm on 3rd December, at the
Beechwood Club in Fishponds from noon to 2pm on Thursday
4th December and at Stockwood Library on 10th December
from 2pm to 4pm.
Consultation ends in January after which the council will
consider all the feedback and come up with a plan which people
will have the chance to comment on before a final decision is
taken in June.
For more information visit www.bristolfuturelibraries.co.uk
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Campaigners for an elected mayor for B&NES are now
halfway towards the number of signatures they need to
trigger a referendum.
With 6,617 or more signatures (five per cent of the B&NES
electorate) there will be a referendum next May, at the same
time as the General Election, in which people can vote for or
against electing a mayor.
If the majority votes yes, a mayoral contest would take place
next October. Whoever wins that would become the elected
Mayor of B&NES for four years.
Campaigners say an elected mayor, rather than a council
leader, would provide the “visible and dynamic leadership”
needed to deal with issues such as big development projects,

traffic congestion, housing needs and better jobs, and that
national politicians and business leaders would pay more
attention to an elected mayor.
Bristol was the only city to vote for a directly elected mayor out
of the 10 which held a referendum in 2012.
Find out more at http://mayorforbanes.org/

B&NES 

Halfway to
referendum for
an elected mayor

Collecting signatures on Keynsham High Street
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Keynsham 

Is youth service provision the best use of Market Walk?
While pages of this publication have been focused on
various aspects of the Keynsham regeneration project
over the last two years, we should not lose track of the fact
that the criticism is reported from local concerns and not
straight off the editor’s desk.
Keynsham resident Mike Barrow was particularly concerned by
reports earlier this year that B&NES had turned away a
potential retail tenant as it had identified the particular unit as
the future base for its youth provision work in the town. He
followed up our story and the following are his own words.
“In the edition of The Week In dated 10th July 2014, you had an
article concerning one of the units in the new development, the
one sited on Bath Hill. May I start by refreshing our memories
of its content.
“There are two units on Bath Hill, and in April 2014 an offer for
both had been made by a photographic studio currently
operating in Stockwood who proposed knocking the two units
into one. In good faith, the firm had instructed its solicitors, only
to be told in July by B&NES that one of the units had now been
earmarked for the TimeOut youth service. The firm is no longer
interested in one unit, which appears at present not to have
attracted interest from other sources. 
“As a council tax payer residing in Keynsham, I was concerned
as to whether this proposal was in the best interests of
taxpayers and I therefore sought answers to some questions. In 

July, under the Freedom of Information Act, B&NES answered
as follows:
‘The existing TimeOut facilities, situated close to the entrance to
the leisure centre, are used for youth work three evenings a
week, for a total of seven hours. In addition B&NES rent out the
premises to other organisations for meetings.’
“I asked for the level of income generated from the meetings at
the existing premises, and was told that the information was not
held. On challenging this response, again using FOI, I was
quoted an income figure of £2,440.24 for the last financial year,
being advised that the majority of lets are internal. This would
suggest that this figure is made up of transfers between various
B&NES budgets, and represents little new income for the
taxpayer. 
“In answer to the question as to whether existing users would
use the new premises I was told it was ‘still being discussed’. I
asked as to what would happen to the existing premises and
was told that when TimeOut vacates, they will be handed back
to the private landlord at no cost to B&NES. I hope this turns out
to be so!
“The income that would have been received had the two units
been let to the firm from Stockwood would have been rental of
£7,500 per annum for each unit, plus the business rates. With
the one unit being used by TimeOut, we have a remaining unit
the attractiveness of which for a retail outlet has been very 



The Week in • Thursday 27th November 2014 19

e best use of Market Walk?

St George  

Divers pull body
from Netham Lock
A body believed to be that of a missing fisherman was
recovered from Netham Lock on Saturday night by police
divers. As we went to print this week the body had yet to be
formally identified but it was believed to be Adam Jarosz who
was reportedly last seen just before 5.30pm on Saturday at the
lock where he was fishing with a friend.

much reduced. What business will want to move in there next
to premises running as an evening youth club, which will be
locked up for the majority of the day? What impact will this
have on the residents of the Back Lane premises opposite, the
majority of whom are elderly?
“I see from the B&NES journal Connect that the young people
have been consulted extensively about the premises design.
There is one problem, however. The planning consent given by
B&NES on all of these retail units was for retail A1, A2, and A3
usage. For it to be used as a youth centre, it will require D1
class use. B&NES can, of course, apply to themselves for
change of use, which I have no doubt would be granted. 
“The point, however, is that B&NES are going back on their
promise to the residents of Keynsham – that of building a
development where, with the exception of the library, all of
those at ground-floor level would be for retail usage. In using
this unit on Bath Hill for non-retail, they have not only gone
back on their promise, they have turned their back on a
possible annual rental of £15,000. Not a good deal for council
tax payers.”

Planning conditions
We have asked B&NES Council once again for an answer to
our questions about the pre-occupation planning conditions on
the development, which are yet to be discharged, but once
again the request has been ignored.
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Storm in a pint glass over
MP's support for local pubs
Kingswood MP Chris Skidmore has been accused of double
standards by not supporting pub landlords in a vote in
Parliament.
Since his election in 2010 the MP has been a strong supporter of
the role of the local pub in the community and through The Week
In, has run an annual competition to hail the constituency
Community Pub of the Year. 
Last week, however, during a Commons debate on the Small
Business and Enterprise Bill, he voted against an amendment
specifically aimed to give pub landlords more protection against
the activities of the large pub-owning companies. The new clause
gives publicans the right to buy their beer on the open market and
not be tied by the terms of their lease to purchase it from the large
pub owning company.
The amendment to the bill won cross-party support, which
included Coalition MPs who defied their party whips, but Mr
Skidmore towed the party line and was one of the 269 MPs who
tried but failed to prevent the clause from being inserted.
Jo McCarron, Mr Skidmore's Labour Party opponent in
Kingswood at next May’s election reacted by saying: “Chris
Skidmore has made great play out of how important he believes
local pubs are and how committed he is to protecting them – he
is a member of the All-Party Parliamentary Beer Group and each
year he gives a trophy and framed certificate to the Kingswood
Community Pub of the Year. It is disappointing that when it comes

to carrying out his
responsibilities in
Parliament, he has
simply failed to
take action to help
the local pubs he
says he values.
“When it came to
the opportunity to
vote for new
measures which
would help support
them, he instead
chose to stand up for the large pub companies and to allow them
to continue to exploit their tenants.”
But Mr Skidmore hit back, saying: "I have worked hard for many
years alongside local residents to protect local pubs and most
recently ensuring that pubs such as the Upton Inn in Upton
Cheyney received help with their business rates when Kelston
Road closed. 
"In fact, the motion has the potential to hit local brewers with pubs
such as Bath Ales  and Hall and Woodhouse (who brew Badger
Ales). Hall and Woodhouse wrote to me stating that this clause
would directly cost jobs. There has to be a sensible balance
between looking after local pubs and also protecting small
independent brewers with pubs."

Chris Skidmore presents Samir Hadzigrahic
with this year’s Community Pub shield.
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning

Clock RepairsCar Services

Chimney Sweep

Caravans

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Events

Events

Electrical

Electrical
REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

Computers / IT

Garden Services

Furniture Makers
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Directory & What’s On

Pest Control

Pallets

Logs

Maths Tuition

Home Maintenance

Hair & Beauty

Hypnotherapy

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

MIKE THE GARDENER .   
Seasonal tidy up, Hedge Cutting,
Fruit Tree Pruning,Garden
Maintenance. 07971 580692 GOOD QUALITY

HARDWOOD LOGS.   
£70 per bulk bag or 2 for £120
Free delivery 07815570547

A LEVEL MATHS.    
Private tuition by experienced and
respected teacher with proven track
record.  Contact Ken on 07977
049007.

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Home Help Locksmiths
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Directory & What’s On

Plastering

Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

Portraits

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Pilates

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Pet Services

Physiotherapy

Public Notices

Taxis

Stair Repairs

Schools
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Directory & What’s On

Waste Disposal

Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres

Venue Hire

Wanted
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The president of Staple Hill Chamber of Trade has raised
concerns about the growing number of off licences locally.
Terry Sheen addressed the open session at the Chase Area
Forum recently when he also thanked councillors for their
support in getting more short-stay parking spaces in Staple Hill
and that as a result, footfall was starting to increase. The long-
stay car park in Page Road was turned into a short-stay one in
August. It had been used for all-day parking by commuters and
staff at Staple Hill Primary School. To compensate for the loss
of long-stay parking, the short-stay car park in Haynes Lane has
become long stay. 
Mr Sheen said most people were supportive of the parking
changes but some were not, namely “teachers who can’t get to
their school without walking a few steps”.
Regarding the rise in the number of off licences, local councillor
Ian Boulton agreed that there had been many in a short amount
of time but that councillors’ hands were tied as there was a bias
in favour of development. And fellow ward councillor Shirley
Potts said that with the off licences being open until the early
hours of the morning, when pubs turn out, it was a matter that
councillors needed to keep a watchful eye on.

Staple Hill  

Concerns over
growing number of
off licences Hundreds of people are expected to turn out for Hanham’s

annual Christmas Fair which this year is on Friday 5th
December.
The High Street will be sealed off to traffic at 5.30pm and the
event runs from 6pm to 9pm.

As well as a funfair and circus acts there will be lots of street
stalls and many local shops will be staying open late. 
Santa will go up and down the street in his sleigh before meeting
youngsters in his grotto.

Hanham  

Festivities and
late-night shopping
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A project uniting communities in Mangotsfield and
Emersons Green is being launched at St James’ Church’s
Christmas Baa-zaar this Saturday (11am-2pm) with a sheep
trail.
Maps and entry forms are available from Sainsbury’s, Emersons
Green Library, the Busy Bee in Burley Grove, the Lamb pub or
St James’ Church.  
A travelling Nativity set will be blessed and toys for needy
families will be welcomed at the 10.30am service at St James’
on Sunday. 
On Friday 5th December from 6.30pm to 8.30pm it is
Mangotsfield C of E Primary School’s Christmas fair and on
Sunday 7th December at 5pm the pupils will perform the Nativity
at Grimsbury Farm.
There will be a ‘Messy Church’ service on Sunday 14th
December at 10.30am at St James’ Church Hall, then at the
4pm service at St James’ on Christmas Eve the Nativity set will
return and the winner of the trail announced.
On Saturday, 31st January a party and sheep auction will be
held at 6.30pm at the church hall in aid of the Spend A Penny
fund for a toilet at St James’ Church.

Mangotsfield & Emersons Green 

Bringing communities
together this Christmas

The Emersons Green man whose bomb hoax led to
hundreds of homes in Fishponds and Downend being
evacuated has been jailed for 20 months.
Stewart Jackson, 42, of Hill Close, doused a BMW in Cassell

Road with petrol and dialled
999. Speaking in a French
accent, he claimed it had an
explosive device attached to
it.
Jackson was sentenced on
Monday after admitting the
hoax and criminal damage,
harassment, two counts of
possessing a bladed article
with intent and one public
order offence.

He had an ongoing dispute with the car owner’s son. Out with
friends in Bristol on 30th May, Jackson referred to the dispute,
saying he “knew how to make a bomb”.
Later that night he is seen on CCTV filling up a petrol can. A taxi
dropped him off near Cassell Road.
The bomb squad carried out controlled explosions after the area
was evacuated but no explosives were found.

Bomb hoaxer jailed
for 20 months

The youngest pupils from theatre arts group Stagecoach
are among the performers at tomorrow’s (Friday) Christmas
lights switch-on in the town.
The 40 early stages students will perform songs from Disney’s
hit film Frozen, alongside Princesses Anna and Elsa in keeping
with this year’s Winter Wonderland theme. 
Principal of Stagecoach Keynsham, Olivia Kennard, said: “The
switching on of the Christmas lights in Keynsham is always such
a special moment and we’re delighted to have the opportunity to
be part of the event.  All the students have been practising hard
to give the best performance they can.”
The event will also give people a first chance to see the new
community space at the One Stop Shop used for performances.
Starting at 5.30pm with the Keyford School of Dance, there will
be performances from the Keynsham Irish Dance Group at 6pm,
Keynsham Light Opera Group at 6.30pm and a Punch and Judy
show at 7pm.  At 8.15pm, Brave Bold Drama will lead a
Christmas Samba session for all to join in, which will end up in
the street outside.

Keynsham  

Performances
to help light
up the town

Stewart Jackson
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Oldland Common 

New fruit and veg shop opens
A new fruit and veg shop has opened at the Chief Trading
Post in Oldland Common in time for Christmas.
Called The Outpost it is run by Lyn Rawlings and Sandra Isaacs
and is open seven days a week from 10am to 2pm.
As well as a wide selection of fresh seasonal produce, The
Outpost, which has a farm shop feel, also stocks a selection of
jams and chutneys from Somerset.

Gift boxes are available and veg boxes can be made up while
you relax in Chief Trading’s recently expanded saloon-style tea
room where hot food is available as well as a fine selection of
wraps and home-made cakes.

The Outpost is taking Christmas orders for delivery on 22nd
and 23rd December.
At Chief Trading Post you can pick up everything you need for
the festive season. The first of several deliveries of Christmas
trees came in this week and there are also wreaths for sale.  
Table arrangements can be made up by the in-house florist and
the shop sells a wide range of unusual gifts, as well as indoor
and outdoor plants, trees and garden accessories, including
furniture and statues.

Sandra and Lyn
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Circomedia, the acclaimed drama school for circus performers,
has received a grant of £85,630 from South Gloucestershire
Council’s to improve its Kingswood site.
The money, allocated through the Chase Area Forum, has come
from the New Homes Bonus, a grant paid by central government
to local councils for increasing the number of homes and their
use.
Circomedia has two sites, the Kingswood Foundation and a
restored church in St Pauls, which houses the UK’s largest in-
door trapeze rig and aerial facilities.
The aim is to bring the facilities at Kingswood up to world-class
standard. Circomedia is also looking for funding from other
sources.

Kingswood 

£85k grant for
Circomedia

All aboard the bus
powered by poo!

1st Keynsham Scouts will be holding their annual Christmas
Carol concert at St John's Church on Monday 1st December
(7pm).  Music is provided by the Keynsham Town Band and all
are welcome. Refreshments following the ceremony are hosted
by the church and the retiring collection is in aid of children
affected by the Middle East crisis.

Look out for the UK’s first bus powered on food and human
waste which made its debut on the A4 Bath to Bristol Airport
service last week.
The 40-seater Bio-Bus, which runs on gas generated through
the treatment of sewage and food waste that’s unfit for human
consumption, helps to improve urban air quality as it produces
fewer emissions than traditional diesel engines.

The bus can travel 300km on a full tank of gas generated at
Bristol sewage treatment works – a plant run by GENeco, a
subsidiary of Wessex Water.
Bath Bus Company is participating in the trial and using the Bio-
Bus with its distinctive wrap, promoting renewable and
sustainable fuel, on its rapidly growing A4 service.
Collin Field, engineering director at Bath Bus Company, said:
“Up to 10,000 passengers are expected to travel on the A4
service during the four-week trial period, which is available not
only for airport travel, but also local journeys along the route
through Saltford, Keynsham, Brislington, Knowle and Hengrove.
“As part of the RATP Dev UK group, this represents RATP Dev’s
involvement in the latest of a number of trials to gain experience
of  alternative fuels, with sister companies also experimenting
with different alternatives.
“The timing of this trial could not be more appropriate as we
approach 2015 when the City of Bristol itself becomes European
Green Capital. With so much attention being directed towards
improving air quality generally, the public reaction to the
appearance of this bus on a service between a World Heritage
City and an airport will further focus on the potential for this
particular fuel.”

Keynsham 

Scouts' carol service
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Sudoku Solutions

1 9 4 7 2 8 5 6 3
2 6 5 9 1 3 4 8 7
7 3 8 4 5 6 2 1 9
3 8 1 5 4 7 9 2 6
9 4 7 6 8 2 1 3 5
5 2 6 1 3 9 7 4 8
6 7 2 3 9 4 8 5 1
8 1 3 2 7 5 6 9 4
4 5 9 8 6 1 3 7 2

6 9 4 3 1 5 2 8 7
7 1 2 9 6 8 4 3 5
5 3 8 2 7 4 1 6 9
3 4 6 1 2 7 5 9 8
1 7 5 6 8 9 3 2 4
8 2 9 4 5 3 6 7 1
2 6 7 8 4 1 9 5 3
9 5 1 7 3 2 8 4 6
4 8 3 5 9 6 7 1 2

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
C W I S T S

S H R E W D P R I N C E
E I E O M A

N E A R A T O M B O M B
R L L U P

U S U A L L Y S K E I N
B Y A T

T A R O T I N H U M A N
P R F A B

C L O T H I N G R O O T
O I R R A A

E M B O S S A B J U R E
B N T M A D

Football 

Entertaining draw
for Keynsham

FA Cup quarter finals beckon
for Keynsham Ladies Rugby 

Knights’ brave battles
against Walcot teams

Last Saturday saw Keynsham Town earn a point in an
entertaining 1-1 draw at home to Wellington.
There was little to choose between the sides in the opening
exchanges, but the visitors took the lead in the eighth minute.
The goal temporarily knocked the stuffing out of the Ks, but they
gradually began to assert their brand of fast-flowing football,
although they struggled to create many clear-cut chances. 
After the break however, it was a different story. Teenagers Liam
Robson and Kyle Box came off the bench and their pace and
energy helped Keynsham get on top. The visitors were saved by
some resolute defending and the woodwork but on 63 minutes,
another fine move sent Ben Harris clear down the right and his
pinpoint cross was gleefully headed home by man of the match
Matt Curnock. 
Next Saturday, the Ks visit Warminster Town, before Cheddar
visit the AJN Stadium on Saturday 6th December (3pm kick-off).

Keynsham Town Ladies' cup performances this season have
been in stark contrast to their rather indifferent league form and
this weekend they have a home tie against high profile
Nottingham Forest and a place in the quarter finals for the
winner. The match kicks off at 2.30pm on Sunday 30th
November at the AJN Stadium, Crown Field.  Normal admission
is £2 but take this article along with you and you will receive half
price entry.

Kingswood Knights’ Under 10s had a tough game at home
against Walcot. 
Superb tries were scored by Archie Prewett who was awarded
Player of the Match, with a further try from Charlie Fry.
The game was played end to end with Kingswood defending
well but attempts made to break away were denied by a strong
Walcot defence. 
The score was eventually Kingswood 15 - Walcot 60.
The Under 13s did themselves proud against a very fast Walcot
team showing tremendous team work and sheer strength of will.
Jake Kendall received Player of the Match scoring 16 points,
whilst Oli Golding bagged a hat trick of tries and Mike Oppery
made a huge impact at half time. 
Everyone gave their all but the final score was Kingswood 15 -
Walcot 29.

Bowls 
Local derby at Wellsway
The two teams that represent Wellsway Short Mat Bowling Club
in the Bristol and District League battled it out in a home fixture
against each other. In a game playing 18 ends it was not until
the last few ends that the Hawks secured a convincing win. Both
teams are about midway in the League table with several more
games to play in a season that continues until next April. 

Gone are the myths that it’s an old person’s game, Wellsway
Short Mat Bowling Club has the lowest average age than any
club in the county. The Club has expanded its area at the centre
and is now recruiting members. No previous experience is
necessary, just go along to the Wellsway Sports Centre on
Wednesdays at 7pm.  Alternatively, call Dave on 01225 872780.

LQ
LQ
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