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Staple Hill  

Man sentenced for
child abuse images

Trial collections of some of the district’s thousands of
unwanted green bins have been carried out.
Before the council introduced its £36-a-year green waste
subscription service in April, 80,000 households were using a
green bin. The council estimated the take-up would be 22,500

households but there have in fact
been around 39,000 subscriptions.
A South Gloucestershire Council
spokesperson said this week that
recycling and refuse collection
company SITA had collected
empty green bins from parts of
Kingswood and Yate in mid-
October to assess the demand
and to test the logistics of
retrieving them.
The spokesperson added: "We are

currently working on detailed plans for the main rollout of
unused green bin collections. We will give advanced notification
to residents ahead of any planned collections and information
about collection dates and areas will be available on our
website.
"The collections are not compulsory; anyone who is using their
green bin for another purpose can continue to do so. Those who
are subscribed to the garden waste service will continue to have
their green bin collected as scheduled."
The unwanted green bins will be recycled.
The charge was introduced in the spring as part of ongoing
measures to reduce the council’s expenditure in line with the
national austerity programme. 

South Glos  

SITA starts
collecting
unwanted
green bins

A 58-year-old former teacher from Staple Hill has been
given a suspended jail sentence after admitting offences
relating to the purchasing of child abuse materials from
Canada.
Timothy Arthur, who used to work at The Grange School &
Sports College in Warmley, admitted 11 counts of making
indecent images and was sentenced at Bristol Crown Court
last week. He received a 12-month jail sentence, suspended
for two years, a 15-year Sexual Offenders’ Prevention Order
(SOPO) and a 24-month community order. He was also
ordered to sign the Sex Offenders’ Register for five years and
the judge ordered the destruction of all materials seized.
Arthur was a part-time employee at the Grange at the time of
his arrest but he has since resigned. None of the charges
relate to pupils at the school.
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A landmark building that in recent years has become an
eyesore is coming up for auction with a guide price of
£80,000.
The dilapidated former Wesleyan chapel in Blackhorse Road is
being marketed as a freehold potential development site.
The Grade II listed building, last used as a dance school, has
suffered significant fire damage. The walls remain but there is
no roof.
The current vendor applied for planning consent and listed
building consent in 2007 for conversion of the building into 14
apartments. Although both applications were withdrawn, it is
understood the principle of converting the property into
accommodation was not opposed by council planners.
The property, which sits in 0.45 of an acre, is due to be
auctioned by Maggs & Allen on the 25th November at the Grace
Room at the Bristol Pavilion, County Ground in Bishopston.

Kingswood  

Former church
coming up
for auction

Barrs Court, Bitton, Brislington, Cadbury Heath, Compton Dando,
Corston, Downend, Emersons Green, Fishponds, Hanham, Hillfields,
Keynsham, Kingswood, Longwell Green, Mangotsfield, Marksbury, North
Common, Oldland Common, Pucklechurch, Saltford, Staple Hill,
Stockwood,  St George, Warmley, Whitchurch, Wick, Willsbridge.
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Bitton 

Congratulations from Prince William
as village play area reopens
Children joined the Chairman of South Gloucestershire
Council Cllr Howard Gawler for the official unveiling of the
village’s revamped play area on Friday.
And during the ceremony there was a message from the Duke of
Cambridge for George Friend, the teenage boy who started the
campaign three-and-a-half years ago to get improvements to the
tatty and rundown park at Aubrey Meads.
Prince William is president of Fields in Trust which seeks to secure
green spaces for the use of the community. After being told of what
George had achieved, the Duke’s assistant private secretary wrote
to George, now 17 and a student at City of Bath College. In the
letter the Duke thanks George for his “determination and effort in
successfully securing a play area in Bitton from which future
generations will now benefit”.
In early 2011 George wrote to Bitton’s parish magazine saying the
state of the play area was “terrible, covered in bird mess, rust and
graffiti”. He asked Bitton Village  Residents’ Association to do
something and they took up the challenge.
The park was designed – with input from George – by Jane Bain,
from Jane’s Pond, which specialises in natural playgrounds and
play areas. She was at the park for the grand opening along with
Rachel Burlinson and Tina Rainey, from South Gloucestershire
Council, who have been involved with the project. Also there were
members of the residents’ association and representatives of Bitton

Parish Council who were also very supportive. The main funding for
the project came from a £60,000 grant from the SITA Trust through
the Landfill Communities Fund, which is for projects that enhance
communities and enrich nature.
Cllr Claire Young, chair of South Gloucestershire council’s
Communities Committee, said: “The improvements to the existing
play area mean a great deal to the residents of Bitton who will be
able to enjoy the new facilities now the project is complete.
“The addition of a community garden alongside the revamped play
area will mean residents young and old will benefit from this
invaluable grant.”
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Residents living close to the K2 Meadows housing
development are having to suffer the consequences of high
volumes of lorry movements once again.
With areas of Park Road, Lulworth Road and Coronation
Avenue turned brown by the large number of lorries leaving the
building site with mud on their wheels, it has become apparent
that the conditions invoked when granting planning permission
for the development are not being adhered to. Although
developer Taylor Wimpey is required to ensure vehicles leaving
the site are adequately cleaned first, when ward councillor Alan
Hale visited last month he found the wheel wash facility was not
operating and sited well away from the exit gate.

Last year, we reported on the state of the road surface on the
surrounding streets and emergency repair work in Lulworth
Road and Coronation Avenue due to lorries mounting the kerb. 
In a separate issue, residents of Park Road are still complaining
about speeding vehicles and traffic heading for the site outside
of permitted hours.  A speed monitor sign erected in an attempt
to mitigate the effect, was out of action for a number of weeks
and one resident, who asked not to be named, claims he is
regularly woken by speeding traffic as early as 4.30am. This
week he told us: "We've had issues over delivery and working
hours on the site ever since building began and the council just
keeps coming back with excuses for why they can't act. There
are people working on site on Sundays in breach of the planning
conditions and lorries speeding both ways along Park Road.  Is
it really going to take a serious accident or death before B&NES
actually does something to control these cowboys?"

Keynsham  

More K2 road woes
for local residents

Mud stained roads
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People had the chance last Monday to meet the artist who
is creating the town’s new clocktower.
Sebastien Boyesen was at Community @ 67 in Queens Road.
His design was selected following public consultation and voting
in May. It uses a patchwork of glass and acrylic panels to
capture the history of the town past and present.
He is working with the community to get ideas, images,
memories and stories which will inform his patchwork design for
the sides of the clocktower.
At six metres tall, it will be constructed from a solid granite plinth
with a polished finish and polyurethane resin encased stained
glass with a supporting framework of stainless steel. The clock
faces are incorporated into the design to make it highly visible
as the clocktower is approached.
Keynsham Arts Advisory Group, which has commissioned the
design, is overseeing the creation of the clocktower and working
with Bath & North East Somerset Council’s arts development
and project delivery teams to implement the project.

Keynsham town councillor Lisa O’Brien, chair of Keynsham Arts
Advisory Group, with artist Sebastien Boyeson

Keynsham  

Artist gathers ideas
for clocktower
design
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Little Jaye’s story touched the heart of one of our readers so
much that he came into our office with £50 towards the appeal
after seeing a recent article about a fundraising event.
The man, who did not want his name to be publicised, also
brought in a raffle prize to help with the fundraising.
Jaye’s mum Mel came into our office in Keynsham to collect the
donations from editor Stephen Rodgers.
She was very grateful and said that Jaye would be writing a
thank you letter.

Editor Stephen Rodgers with Jaye’s mum Mel

Kind reader donates
£50 to appeal
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

9 2 3
1 7 9

7 6 3

7 1 6 9 4 2
3 1 2 6 8

4 7 8 5 3
2 4 7 9
3 8 6 2

8 5 4 2
7 9 1
4 6 8

4 7 3
9 8
1 5 7
7 1

9 2 6 8
5 3

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 9th November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

Kingswood boy Jaye Cook, who has cerebral palsy, has
become the first youngster in the country to undergo
specialist surgery on the NHS to help him walk unaided.
For the past year, Jaye, who is now six, has been the subject of
a major fundraising campaign as the operation was previously
only available privately. 
Firefighters from Avon Fire & Rescue Service have been
among the many fundraisers who have helped the appeal top
£70,000.
Now that Jaye has been able to have the surgery, known as
Selective Dorsal Rhizotomy, on the NHS at Bristol Royal
Hospital for Children, all the money raised will go towards the
intensive physiotherapy that he will need for at least the next
two years, the majority of which will not be funded by the NHS.
SDR is a complex procedure that can help children with
particularly severe muscle stiffness (spasticity) in their legs to
improve their walking. The procedure involves opening up the
bones of the spine in the lower back to operate on the nerves.

NHS England is commissioning an evaluation of the success of
the procedure at five hospitals. As well as Bristol, Alder Hey,
Great Ormond Street, Leeds and Nottingham are involved in
the trial which could see around 120 children a year benefiting
from SDR if they meet the clinical criteria. 
Jaye, a pupil at Two Mile Hill Primary School, who lives with his
parents Mel and Martin, sisters Daisy and Macy and baby
brother Sonny in John Road, is recovering well at the children’s
hospital following the five-and-a-half-hour operation on 20th
October.
Mel said: “Jaye is responding well so far. He is being so patient
and trying hard with his physio.
“The NHS decided to cover the cost of the operation and one
month of physiotherapy. This now means that all money raised
by can fund his aftercare intense physiotherapy for at least two
years during which time Jaye will need four stretches a day,
hopefully to include some alternative ways like swimming,
trampolining and horse riding to build up his strength.
“A very big thank you to everyone for all your donations, making
Jaye's future look really hopeful.”

Jaye is first in NHS trial to have
operation to help him walk

Jaye Cook
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Letters
The people of Saltford want
a bypass 
Dear Stephen,
I see Chris Warren is forgetting that the
people of Saltford do want a bypass, as
shown in the parish council survey. In an
amazingly high response by over 70% of the
households, over 70% wanted a bypass
against the 20% who opposed. Our local
councillors seem to be more in line with the
people of Saltford than he is.
As a retired person who lives well away from
the Bath Road, I can choose to join or cross
it whenever I wish. My concerns are for our
residents who live close to the road and
have to suffer the high levels of nitrogen
dioxide and diesel particulates every day.
Also those, particularly children, who have
to cross the road at peak times, suffering the
pollution and the hazard of frustrated
motorists, fed up with queuing.
I could also mention the cost to the
economy of the excessive fuel consumption,
for vehicles queuing through Saltford. These
are also environmental issues which he
chooses to ignore.
The old story that 5,000 houses would need
to be built to pay for a bypass no longer
holds. The current Core Strategy is
proposing 13,000, about 10,000 of which
are on the Bath to Bristol corridor. These,
when the Core Strategy is in place, will
result in a Community Infrastructure Levy
which will pay for many bypasses.
If there is one piece of infrastructure that is
needed, it’s a bypass for Saltford. No other
village in B&NES and a much wider area
suffers the traffic flow that we have in
Saltford. This can only get worse when all
the houses are built. Time for the council to
get on and do something before it’s too late.
Cllr Reg Williams, Saltford

Where would bypass start
and end? 
Dear Stephen,
As the debate in favour and against a
Saltford bypass rumbles on, I, and I am sure
other readers, would like to know where if it
were to be built, this bypass would run.
Would therefore one of its supporters kindly
advise both the starting and finishing point
and the exact route it should take.
This in formation would, I am sure, allow
interested and possibly affected residents to
express views either for or against.
Mike Barrow, Keynsham

Keynsham needs real
shops 
Dear Sir,
I would like to respond to the letter in last
week’s issue, No.344, from Morris Powe. 
I would agree that the near-derelict ex-
Lloyds bank building is crying out for
renovation, however, I do feel Mr Powe is
missing the point as to why the smaller
independent business owners wrote
opposing the current proposal. The diversity
of coffee outlets we currently have that Mr
Powe mentions is perhaps a good thing but
he does not seem to realise that those
establishments at the smaller end of the
scale, such as Café Crème, to use his
example, are unlikely to be able to survive if
the council continues to accept more ‘chain’
coffee outlets on the High Street. Then
where will that positive diversity be? Not on
Keynsham High Street, that’s for sure.
Also, to increase the footfall on the High
Street, which I agree is needed, there needs
to be an increase in shoppers. The clue to
what is needed is in the word ‘shoppers’.....
Keynsham needs to offer a greater range of
actual shops. That’s what will draw more
people to the town and not ‘more of the
same’. When this happens the current
coffee and eating establishments including,
don’t forget, the ‘Loungers’ coffee/bar soon

to open in the new monstrosity of a building,
will be able to flourish fully. Sadly though,
the council seems unwilling to set the rates
for retail units at an affordable level in order
to attract small and ‘different’ businesses
that could make Keynsham High Street the
place shoppers want to come. This is
reflected in the current struggle to fill vacant
units and those in the new development. 
So let’s not line the pockets of the already
wealthy ‘chains’ but instead let’s get
Keynsham seen as the town that supports
the small, hard-working independent
workers whose livelihoods depend on their
trade on our High Street.
Miss Ali Cohen, Keynsham

The death of another farm 
Dear Sir,
Hicks Gate Farm is up for sale. Since 1618,
buildings have been here.
There is a big stone barn, a long stone barn,
a farmhouse and various out buildings,
sadly all badly neglected.  It is being sold
without any acreage.
Should this be allowed? Farms are needed.
It is so sad.
B Pursey

Big thanks to the Min
Dear Stephen,
I would like you and you readers to know my
experience of going into the Royal National
Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases.
Everybody knows it as the Mineral Hospital
in Bath. I went in as an in-patient on
Thursday 9th October and was discharged
on Sunday 19th October.
My illness is validation of the myositis
muscle dysfunction scale which is very
painful. The treatment I was given was 
excellent, 100% attention from all the
specialists, doctors and nurses, while the
food was the best I have ever had in any 
hospital that I have been in. The cleaners
were wonderful (you could eat off the floor 



as it was so clean) and physiotherapy and
occupational therapy were very interesting. I
am still going back as an outpatient for
further investigation until I get myself back
to normal health.
The reason I am letting you know about my
stay is that many people all over the UK
come for treatment there and I would like to
say I was given all the needs and attention
a private inpatient would get, so well done
all of you working there to make us as
comfortable as possible.
Thanking you all.
Bob Eastaugh, Keynsham

B&NES Council should pay
Living Wage
Dear Editor,
The first week in November marks Living
Wage Week, a national celebration of the
Living Wage and Living Wage employers.
The Living Wage is the wage that is high
enough to maintain a normal standard of
living. For 2014-15 the Living Wage in the
UK (outside London) is £7.85, as opposed
to the minimum wage of £6.50 per hour.
Paying at least the minimum wage is a legal
requirement for employers, while paying the
Living Wage is voluntary. It makes good
sense for employers to pay the Living Wage,
as research has shown that employees paid
the Living Wage have higher productivity
and lower absenteeism. The Living Wage
also benefits the taxpayer as it reduces the
need for the state to top up low wages with
benefits.
About one-third of local councils across the
UK are Living Wage employers, and many
of these also require agencies employing
staff to carry out council functions to pay the
Living Wage. B&NES is not yet amongst the
growing ranks of councils guaranteeing to
pay at least the Living Wage and it is high

time that this changes. At the next full
B&NES Council meeting on 13th November,
the Labour Group of councillors will be
putting forward a motion to make B&NES
Council a Living Wage Employer for all
council staff, including agency staff. I urge
local residents to contact their B&NES
councillors to ask them to vote in favour of
this motion. B&NES Council needs to lead
by example in allowing all its employees to
achieve dignity and independence through
hard work, and this is only possible if
workers are paid at least the Living Wage.
Sincerely yours,
Todd Foreman, Labour Parliamentary
Candidate for North East Somerset 

Cyclist appeals for financial
support
Dear Sir,
My name is Bethany Taylor and I am a 17-
year-old elite racing cyclist and currently an
A-level student at Wellsway School in
Keynsham.
I compete on the track and the road, and I
am currently a member of the Welsh junior
squad. 
My main ambition for 2015 is to qualify for
the national junior squad and represent
team GB at the World Championships in
September. This is to be held in Richmond,
Virginia, USA.
To help achieve these ambitions and then
move on to further successes in the colours
of Team GB, I am looking to obtain
individual sponsorship to help fund my
travel, training racing and equipment in
2015.
I have calculated that to be able to train and
compete at the events that I will need to
stand the best chance of qualification, I
need to acquire £3,000 to cover these costs.
I hope to gain this figure through
crowdfunding, smaller donations or a larger
sponsorship deal.
Should anyone be interested in helping me
achieve these goals, then please contact

me at Bld.taylor97@gmail.com or
dtandjt@blueyonder.co.uk
Thank you.
Bethany Taylor, Keynsham

A reckless act
Dear Stephen,
Last Thursday evening at around 7.15pm I
saw two teenage boys riding their bikes
through Lidl's main entrance, from where
they quickly emerged onto the main
Hanham High Street, where they then
performed ‘wheelies’ in the middle of the
road with heavy traffic passing on either
side of them. 
They then joined a group of other
youngsters who were sitting on the bench
near the entrance to Hanham Community
Centre, where no doubt they revelled in the
kudos that this act of daring had given them.
You will know that I have in the past spoken
up for our young people and will continue to
do so when the occasion warrants it, but
conversely I also will publicly condemn them
when they step out of line. Youthful high
spirits is all very well but riding recklessly in
heavy traffic, in the dark, is irresponsible
and downright dangerous, with the risk of
serious injury to not only themselves but
also to other road users. 
If these boys want to be treated with respect
then they should also respect others -
behaviour such as I witnessed last week
only serves to reinforce the anti-youth
prejudice that is prevalent in some quarters
of Hanham. 
I would imagine that the parents of these
two would be horrified if they knew what
their offspring were up to - even more so if
they were to receive a visit from a police
officer bearing bad news of an accident.
I hope that if they read this the two culprits
will realise that what they did was not only
very stupid and dangerous - it also is illegal. 
Mike Openshaw 
Hanham
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21

22 23

Across

The sale of goods to consumers (6)7
Speech at a funeral (6)8
Speed at which to play music (4)9
US state (8)10
Type of coniferous tree (7)11
Film style from Japan (5)13
Flower (5)15
London football club (7)17
Inhabitants of an East African nation (8)20
A shortage (4)21
Large farmhouse (6)22
Type of lizard (6)23

Down

Old exclamation of truth (6)1
Fast moving mammal (4)2
Deliberately imitative (7)3
Openly condemn (5)4
Close association of countries or groups 
(8)

5

Discrimation against older peoplr (6)6
Deep in tone (8)12
Severe (7)14
Telling the future by signs (6)16
Climb (6)18
Large black bird (5)19
To praise (4)21

ACROSS
7 The sale of goods to consumers (6)

8 Speech at a funeral (6)

9 Speed at which to play music (4)

10 US state (8)

11 Type of coniferous tree (7)

13 Film style from Japan (5)

15 Flower (5)

17 London football club (7)

20 Inhabitants of an East African nation (8)

21 A shortage (4)

22 Large farmhouse (6)

23 Type of lizard (6)

DOWN
1 Old exclamation of truth (6)

2 Fast moving mammal (4)

3 Deliberately imitative (7)

4 Openly condemn (5)

5 Close association of countries or groups (8)

6 Discrimation against older peoplr (6)

12 Deep in tone (8)

14 Severe (7)

16 Telling the future by signs (6)

18 Climb (6)

19 Large black bird (5)

21 To praise (4)

Where to pay your respects
on Remembrance Day
Thousands of local people will be taking take part in
parades and services on Remembrance Sunday in this the
100th anniversary year of the outbreak of World War One. 
In Keynsham the parade organised by the Royal British Legion
starts at Ashton Way at 9am and marches to St John’s for a
service. The parade will reform and march to the gates of the
Memorial Park for a wreath-laying service and the two minute
silence at 11am.
In Warmley people will meet at the community centre at
10.30am before parading to the war memorial for a service and
two minute silence.
The Bitton & Oldland branch of the Legion will be at St Mary’s
in Bitton along with members of the parish council and Army
Cadet Force for a 10.30am service during which there will be an
Act of Remembrance at the war memorial.
At 10.50am members of the Western Front Association,
dedicated to remembering all combatants and civilians in the
Great War, will lay a wreath at the memorial at Greenbank
Cemetery to commemorate over 1,000 burials from both world
wars in Bristol cemeteries. In Staple Hill the annual parade to
the war memorial in Page Park leaves the Royal British Legion

in Kendall Road at 10.30am. 
In Hanham the service at the memorial in front of the
community centre is at noon while in Mangotsfield the service
at the cenotaph is at 12.30pm.
In Kingswood a parade will assemble at Cecil Road car park at
2.15pm before setting off for the war memorial at Holy Trinity
where there will be a wreath-laying at 2.45pm, followed by a
church service.
Other services include one at 10.50am at Saltford, 11.15am at
Newton St Loe and 3pm at Corston while the chapel in Upton
Cheyney is holding its service at 3pm.
Staple Hill Salvation Army Citadel’s service is at 5pm while at
6.30pm there will be a Service of Remembrance organised by
the Royal British Legion at St Stephen’s Church, Soundwell.
Armistice Day services next Tuesday morning include one in
Fishponds Park with members of Staple Hill Royal British
Legion. Pupils from The Park School will be at the war memorial
with the Kingswood RBL in Kingswood while at the memorial in
Bitton, youngsters from The Meadows School will lay crosses
inscribed with the names of local men who fell in both world
wars.
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A pantomime is being
planned at St Aidan’s
Church next autumn and
an initial meeting will take
place on Sunday 16th
November for people to
find out more.
People from across the
East Bristol Partnership
of Churches are being
invited to take part.
In addition to actors, there
are lighting, scenery,
photography, publicity,
make-up, music and
singing roles to fill.
Everyone is welcome to
go along to the meeting
on the 16th at 4pm.
Contact Paul Denyer on
0117 967 8375 to find out
more.

Hicks Gate 

What future for ancient farm? St George 

Panto
meetingA derelict farmhouse and its outbuildings

which are coming up for auction at the end
of the month are being marketed as having
“huge potential”.
The guide price for Hicks Gate Farm, which
lies just off the A4 Bath Road, is £500,000.  As
well as the period farmhouse, there are
outbuildings, dairy sheds and barns.
Although no formal planning permission has
been granted, estate agents and auctioneers
Hollis Morgan say “it is obvious that a site of
this size, location and complexity should offer
the potential for further development”.
They say permitted development rights
granted in April 2014 allow for the conversion
of existing agricultural buildings in an
established agricultural holding to up to three
residential dwellings. 
The property details say there is also scope
for development as part of an agricultural
diversification scheme, such as tourist
accommodation or live-work units. 
The future of the farm is the subject of a letter
on page 10 this week. A reader voices concern

and sadness about the badly neglected state
of the farm, where there have been buildings
since 1618 and that it is being sold without
acreage.
Describing it as “the death of another farm”, he
asks: “Should this be allowed? Farms are
needed. It is so sad.”
The auction is on Wednesday 26th November
at 7pm at All Saints Church in Pembroke
Road, Clifton.
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Keynsham 

Carers join Britain’s
Best Breakfast 

Oldland Common 

Kim celebrates
her silver
anniversary 

South Glos 

More money advice sessions

More than 50 carers from across Bath & North East Somerset
took part in Britain’s Best Breakfast at the Carers’ Centre AGM
at Fry’s Conference Centre recently. The Best Breakfast is a
national initiative that aims to raise funds and awareness for
unpaid carers. 
The Annual General Meeting also celebrated the work of the
Centre in supporting more than 3500 carers in the last year. 
Chief Executive Sonia Hutchison said: “Breakfast can be one of
the most stressful times of day for carers. Many miss this
important meal, focussing instead on looking after the person
they care for. We aim to provide support for all carers in Bath &
North East Somerset to give them a break from their caring
role.”

Talking Money and North Bristol Advice Centre (NBAC) are
working in partnership to ensure everyone has access to
specialist money advice throughout South Gloucestershire.
Advice sessions have been increased and are now running in
Kingswood, Yate, Patchway and Filton. 
Talking Money and NBAC have over 54 years’ combined
experience offering free, independent advice across Bristol. In
addition to offering face-to-face advice at sessions throughout
South Gloucestershire, both agencies offer the same service
through telephone and email. 
Sally Gapper, chief executive of NBAC said: “We know that high
quality advice can change lives and are pleased to offer weekly
drop-in sessions, as well expert advice by email, phone or
online so that everyone can now access our services. We urge
people to get in touch, no matter how desperate the situation
may seem, because there are so many ways we can help.”
North Bristol Advice Centre (NBAC) provide welfare benefits
and general advice at the One Stop Shop in Kingswood every
Wednesday from 9.30am-11.30am.
Find out more about sessions available at
www.talkingmoney.org.uk or www.northbristoladvice.org.uk

Hairdresser Kim Tilley threw a party at the weekend to
celebrate her business’s silver anniversary.
Since establishing Just Kim in 1989, the business has grown
and Kim now has five stylists working with her.  There is also a
beauty side called Skin and Body Care which is run by Kaye
Lohan and Harriet
Gardiner.
Kim, who grew up in
Bitton and now lives
in North Common,
went to Sir Bernard
Lovell School and
did her training at
Ian Wallace in
Kingswood. 
She worked as a
mobile hairdresser
for a while before setting up her salon 25 years ago at what is
now Oldland House Veterinary Surgery.  After two years she
moved along the High Street to the present salon at No 188.

Kim Tilley with her team and some of
her loyal customers
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Will health watchdogs refer Cossham
decision to the Secretary of State?
Health chiefs in South Gloucestershire could face a
challenge over their recent decision not to open the long-
awaited minor injuries unit at Cossham Hospital.
Over 16,000 people have signed petitions calling for the local
Clinical Commissioning Group to open the MIU but last month
the CCG said it would instead be piloting a minor injuries
service in some GP surgeries.
The CCG says it has not yet ruled out an MIU but won’t make
a final decision until the pilot scheme has been implemented
and assessed, which will take about a year.
Health chiefs have anticipated "frustration and anger" from
Cossham campaigners at further delays in the final decision
and have admitted their communication with the public has
fallen short. They say they want to meet with campaigners in
Kingswood to explain the  scheme and answer questions.
Members of South Gloucestershire Council’s Public Health &
Health Scrutiny Committee will consider a report from the CCG
at their next meeting on Wednesday 19th November.
Cllr Ian Scott, who chairs the watchdog body, told The Week In
that the committee had the power to refer the matter to the
Secretary of State for Health Jeremy Hunt if it was felt
appropriate by members.
And Cossham campaigners, who will be holding a rally in
Kingswood Park from 9.30am on the 19th before marching to

Kingswood Civic Centre for the committee meeting at 10am,
are not ruling out a possible legal challenge to the CCG’s
decision.
Reg Bennett, who leads the campaigners, was at Kings Chase
Shopping Centre last Tuesday and again last Thursday with
some of his team (see picture). Over 1,000 leaflets inviting
people along to the rally were handed out and over the two
days a further 600 people signed their support for the MIU.
Mr Bennett said: “We had 315 signatures without us asking
anyone, and we had a queue of eight a one point.
“People are getting very angry.”
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Warmley 

Praise from Ofsted for
improving school 
Ofsted has carried out its fourth special measures
monitoring inspection at the Grange School & Sports
College and is pleased with progress being made -
although the summer’s GCSE exam results were branded
“disappointing”.
The Grange was put into special measures last year. A number
of options for its future were discussed but in light of the £8m of
urgent repairs and maintenance needed and the over-capacity
in secondary school provision locally, councillors decided to
consult on closing the school.
The proposal is that the school closes in August 2017, with no
further admissions from next September.  Consultation runs until
14th November and includes a public meeting at the school at
7pm tonight (Thursday).  A final decision is expected in March.
A significant number of staff have already left the school and
only nine students joined in Year 7. No students have joined
Year 12 – the first year of the sixth form.
In a letter to parents, interim principal Martina Veale said Ofsted
inspectors had visited on 7th and 8th October.  “I am delighted
to say that the inspectors were very pleased with the progress
we have made since the last monitoring visit on 29th and 30th
January 2014,” she wrote. 
“Our students, as in previous monitoring visits, did themselves
proud. Inspectors described them as typically polite and
courteous.” 
However, Ofsted said the 2014 GCSE examination results were
“disappointing in many areas”, including English and maths. The
inspectors found students are now making much better
progress due to the improved quality of teaching although more
able students are not always sufficiently challenged and the less
able do not always receive enough support when writing. 
They said expectations are high and leaders effectively monitor
the quality of teaching and set challenging targets for teachers.
Governors are also said to have a much clearer understanding
of the school’s strengths and areas in need of further
development and have received helpful training from the local
authority. A new £3m Studio School is due to open on the
Grange campus next September. It will specialise in developing
skills aimed at hi-tech, advanced engineering and creative and
digital industries.

Keynsham 

New facilities at
Community @ 67 
On 24th October Community @ 67's upgraded and
extended building in Queens Road opened for IT training
and with an internet cafe. 
This was supervised by Denis McColgan, assisted by Tim Day
and John Hudson. In the afternoon the food co-operative, run by
Christina Smith, gave examples of the healthy and tasty meals
that can be produced from the vegetables on sale by Mandy
Oliver, who will be giving cooking demonstrations.
To improve the facilities and extend the range of activities on
offer, the extensive refurbishment includes disabled access
throughout the building, two extra rooms (one for confidential
counselling and later in the year as a local radio station), a
disabled toilet with baby changing facilities and a much
upgraded kitchen to allow for the cooking demonstrations.
The many current activities, including a book club, Scrabble club
and maths club, will continue and be extended as community
needs arise.

Upton Cheyney 

School reunion 
A reunion will be held for Upton Cheyney School at Manor Farm
at 7.30pm on Tuesday 18th November.
Joyce Cooper, the headteacher at the time the school closed in
1981, will give a talk and there will then be a chance for past
pupils and staff to contribute, followed by a social get-together. 
Everyone is invited, not just ex-pupils and staff, including
anyone interested in local history. Contact Mike Gates, of Bitton
Parish History Group, on 0117 932 8777 or email
mg122@btinternet.com

The Week In on line
Keep up to date with local news as it happens at

www.theweekin.co.uk
Follow us @theweekineditor
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Keynsham 

Community farm
project up for People’s
Millions Lottery TV vote
A community farm project has been shortlisted to battle for
the public vote and £45,000 of Lottery cash in ITV’s The
People’s Millions TV competition.
FAB Keynsham (Farm at Broadlands) volunteers and
supporters were today (Thursday) filming the TV appeal with
ITV West Country East and from now until Monday 24th
November, when it will be aired, will be raising awareness of the
public vote and encouraging people to vote on the night.
FAB Keynsham focuses on using farming and gardening as an
activity to develop self-confidence, work experience and
tolerance and respect within the community for disaffected and
disabled young people. 
Nicky Parry, project leader, said:  “If we win, the money will be
used to buy the animals – chickens and goat etc - and to make
the site fully accessible for disabled and visually impaired young
people. We will offer taster days for the young people and their
friends.
“We will buy all the specialist equipment including tactile signs
and literature so that young people can be involved in all
activities. This is a community farm for the community.” 
To support FAB Keynsham visit
http://www.peoplesmillions.org.uk/2014-
finalists/westcountryeast 
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More Keynsham people sign up to
idea of an elected Mayor for B&NES
Campaigners for an elected mayor for B&NES were back in
Keynsham last week getting more signatures for their
petition for a referendum.
The B&NES campaigners say an elected mayor, rather than a
council leader, would provide the “visible and dynamic
leadership” needed to deal with traffic congestion, housing
needs, better jobs and big development projects, and that
national politicians and business leaders would pay more
attention to an elected mayor.
Coincidentally a new independent study published last week
says that having a directly elected mayor in neighbouring Bristol
has led to a huge increase in the visibility of leadership in the
city.
Two thirds of Bristol citizens now say that the city has visible
leadership, compared with less than one quarter before the
introduction of mayoral governance in 2012.
The views of residents, the business community, local
councillors, council officers, public servants and third sector
organisations were collected as part of the Bristol Civic
Leadership Project conducted by the University of Bristol and
UWE.
However, increases in visibility are not necessarily matched by
increases in public support for other aspects of Bristol’s

governance. Less than a quarter of people say they trust the
council to make good decisions, or that their community is well
represented in decision-making in the city.
Bristol was the only city to vote ‘yes’ for a directly elected mayor
out of the 10 which held a referendum in 2012. The architect
and entrepreneur George Ferguson was elected for a four-year
term.
Five per cent of the B&NES electorate (6,617 people) have to
sign the petition in order to ask for a Yes/No referendum on
electing a mayor. If a majority vote yes, a mayoral contest would
take place next October. Find out more at
http://mayorforbanes.org/

Collecting signatures on Keynsham High Street
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliances

Blinds

Carpet Fitters

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Carpet Cleaning

Clock Repairs

Car Services

Car Services

Chimney Sweep

RN MOTORS.   Mechanical &
bodywork.  MOT work undertaken.
Very competitive rates. Call Richard
for free a estimate. Lays Business
Centre, Keynsham.  0117 9860525
or 07930 653315.

Caravans

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381
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Directory & What’s On

Computers / IT

Events

Events

Electrical

Driveways

Compost

Firewood

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
LogsHome Maintenance

Hypnotherapy

Garden Equipment

Garden Services

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

Joinery

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Mobility Services

Musical Tuition

VIOLIN TUITION available.
Experienced violin tutor/classical
musician offers individual lessons.
For information, please email
rachelwilks@blueyonder.co.uk

J Hodge 
Painting & Decorating 

Services     
Est 1968

Interior & Exterior work
Domestic & Commercial
Work - No job too small

FREE ETIMATES
Within 25 miles of Bristol
Telephone Stockwood

01275 835689
Mobile - 07889778242

Garden Services

Firewood

MIKE THE GARDENER .   
Seasonal tidy up, Hedge Cutting,
Fruit Tree Pruning,Garden
Maintenance. 07971 580692

Furniture Makers
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Directory & What’s On
Pest Control

Plastering

Pallets

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers

Plumbers

Podiatry

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Pilates

Painting
& Decorating

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

Sewing Lessons

Pawn Brokers

Stair Repairs
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

TV & Aerials

TV & Aerials

Venue Hire

Family, Personal and For Sale announcements

Bereavement For Sale Announcements Accommodation

Taxis
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St George 

Traffic schemes
are delayed
Work to install speed tables on Crews Hole Road which had
been due to be completed by the end of the summer now
looks set to start towards the end of November, says the
city council.
The road will need to be closed for three or four days while the
humps are constructed.
And an experimental one-way scheme for Beaufort Road now
looks likely to be implemented next spring. 
The council says there is insufficient data available, even though
the scheme was first mooted over a year ago. The highways
department is arranging for radars to be installed at various
locations to ensure there are adequate records of traffic flows
before the scheme starts so the impact can be properly
measured.
A traffic calming scheme is also planned for Troopers Hill Road
but as in the case of Beaufort Road, traffic data has to be
collected before the work can start.
Meanwhile at Plummers Hill speed checks and traffic counts are
planned as is a review of accident data before design work
starts on a traffic calming scheme there.

South Glos 

Trading Standards carry out
crackdown on mail scams
Twelve residents from South Gloucestershire have had
money returned to them as a result of a crackdown on mail
scams.
The action is part of an initiative by the National Trading
Standards Scams Team and Royal Mail to return seized
responses to mail scams before the money reaches the hands
of the scammers. 
The initiative is supported by South Gloucestershire Trading
Standards team and officers have so far visited 12 residents in
Kingswood, Downend, Mangotsfield, Staple Hill, Yate,
Thornbury, Severn Beach, Patchway and Almondsbury, telling
them they have been a victim of a scam.
So far more than 6,000 items of mail have been returned as part
of the national operation in the UK and more than £108,000 has
been returned to victims. An additional 4,000 replies to
suspected scam mails are currently being assessed. 
It is estimated that prize draw scams cost the UK public £60m
per year, with an estimated 380,000 members of the public
falling victim each year.
Anyone who thinks they may be a victim of prize draw scams, or
thinks someone they know may have been, should get in touch
with Citizens Advice Consumer Service on 03454 04 05 06.
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Longwell Green man raising
funds for African school project
Longwell Green man Russell Etherington is one of the
founders of a charity aiming to build a school and health
clinic in a remote village in Uganda.
During a visit to the country last year, he met a local man,
Nicholas Ssewanyana. As a result they, with a British Airways
pilot, have set up a charity called the Dominic Community
Foundation (DCF) which is aiming to build a school with a clinic
in the village of Malube-Nalubugo, 40 miles from the capital
Kampala.
The community currently has no functioning school, and the
nearest health clinic of any description is 20 miles away. Water
is obtained from a well which runs dry after 20 seconds of water
collection, or from a dirty watering hole, shared with livestock,
which results in frequent illness.
Initially the aim is to take in 100 to 120 children in two classes
and have a nurse-led clinic once or twice a week, where
training will take place so that the villagers will be able to
identify common ailments, such as malaria and dysentery.
There will also be health education about common disease and
disease prevention. 
Rainwater will be harvested and purified in order to provide a
safe clean supply to the school and the village. 
Over time the school and clinic will expand to accommodate all
the children of the area, totalling around 500.

The DCF is aiming to build the facility and have it open in
February and is raising funds to achieve this, through various
activities and fundraising events.
Russell is holding a raffle and open day at Fitness First at
Aspects Leisure Park in Longwell Green on 22nd November,
followed by a walkathon there on 6th December.
He and the team from the UK, at their own expense, are
heading to Uganda early in November to finalise plans.
To find out more about the DCF, or to donate, then go to their
website at www.dcf.uk.com



The group Café Tots, who meet at Holy Trinity Church Hall,
enjoyed a celebration event to launch their new play equipment.
Café Tots for parents and carers with children from 0- five, meet
on Tuesday mornings from 10am to 11.30am, actively
promoting healthy living and exercise, providing pastoral
support for struggling families and preparing children for pre-
school and school.
The group bought an indoor bouncy castle with funding from an
Active Travel Grant from South Gloucestershire Council and an
award from Sport Relief.
Last Tuesday’s celebration event saw the Café Tots group take
part in a sing, jump and bounce session and perform a thank
you sing-along to the invited guests.
The Active Travel Grant is intended for health improvement
projects and is funded by the Local Sustainable Transport Fund
(LSTF) which encourages people to travel actively and
therefore reduce carbon emissions and congestion.
For each grant of up to £500 an organisation is required to find
a volunteer who will attend the walk leader training. Two
volunteers from Café Tots came forward and now run regular
buggy walks with the group.
The first took place in July, where the group walked along the
Bristol & Bath Railway Path to Warmley Station Café. Over 50
parents, childminders, babies, toddlers and volunteers
attended.
There are also regular buggy walks in Kingswood which any

parents, grandparents or carers are welcome to attend. The
walks take place on the second Wednesday of every month and
set off at 10am from Kingsmeadow Community Flats in
Barrington Close.
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Fishponds 

Play café opens
The Fishponds Play Café for youngsters aged up to four
and their parents and carers has opened at All Saints
Church Hall in Grove Road.
The café is open from 9.30m to 3pm on Tuesdays,
Wednesdays and Thursdays and snacks are available all
day, with lunches from 11.30am to 2.30pm.

Kingswood 

Café Tots purchase new bouncy castle, thanks to grants

Children from Café Tots enjoying their new bouncy castle
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Keynsham  

Hopes for performances
in new community space

Fishponds 

Police seek
witnesses to
assault on
women 
Police are seeking witnesses after two women were
assaulted shortly after leaving a Fishponds pub.
The victims, aged 36 and 39, left the Portcullis in Fishponds
Road at around 1.30am on Sunday 19th October.
They were part of a larger group of men and women who were
walking towards the junction of Lodge Causeway.
They were followed by another woman and a man. The woman
who was following the larger group then assaulted the two
victims, leaving them with minor bruising and scratches.
One of the victims also had a glue-type substance squirted into
her hair.
An Avon & Somerset police spokesman said today: “We believe
around four or five men left the pub at the same time as the
victims and may have witnessed this incident.
“A 35-year-old woman has been arrested in connection with the
assault and she is on bail until the end of the month.”

With the opening of the new town hall building last month,
there are plans to make full use of the community space on
the first floor to bring performances to the town.
A consortium of performing arts groups in Keynsham, formed
with the intention of ensuring that the public in Keynsham will be
able to go to the Space for evening performances throughout
the year, have received two major boosts in recent weeks.
The group has been awarded a B&NES grant to underwrite its
activities and recently members met at the Space to have a first
viewing of facilities and how they will be organised.
The result is a growing confidence that in the very near future,
perhaps before Christmas, shows organised by the consortium
will begin.  For evening performances the Space, with raked
seating for 120, will have its own entrance, a lift to its first-floor
level and a licensed bar for pre-show and interval drinks.
Now that the go-ahead seems certain, shows, both by local
groups and visiting professionals acts, and community events,
can be booked.
Inquiries should be directed to Keynsham Music Festival’s Ric
Davison who is secretary for the consortium at
ric@keynshamfest.co.uk

The community space on the 1st floor

LQ
LQ
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Sudoku Solutions

6 9 2 5 4 3 8 7 1
1 8 3 7 6 9 2 5 4
5 4 7 8 1 2 6 3 9
8 2 5 9 7 4 1 6 3
7 1 6 3 5 8 9 4 2
9 3 4 1 2 6 7 8 5
4 7 9 2 8 5 3 1 6
2 6 1 4 3 7 5 9 8
3 5 8 6 9 1 4 2 7

6 9 8 5 1 7 4 3 2
5 7 2 8 3 4 9 1 6
3 4 1 2 6 9 5 7 8
8 5 6 4 7 3 1 2 9
9 3 7 1 2 5 8 6 4
1 2 4 9 8 6 3 5 7
7 8 9 6 5 1 2 4 3
4 1 3 7 9 2 6 8 5
2 6 5 3 4 8 7 9 1

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
V H S D A A

R E T A I L E U L O G Y
R R A C L E

T I M E V I R G I N I A
L I Y A S

C Y P R E S S A N I M E
E H D C

D A I S Y A R S E N A L
U O R A S

U G A N D A N S L A C K
U A V T A E

G R A N G E I G U A N A
Y T N C D T

Rugby  

Two out of three
for Keynsham

Bowls 

Annual presentation
Kingswood Park Veterans’ Bowls Club held their annual
presentation at Hanham Community Centre.  
President Bill Gregory handed over a cheque for £900 to Kate,
a representative from The Alzheimer’s Society, which has been
the club’s charity for the past two seasons.  This brought the
total raised to £1,700. Chairman Roger Tippett presented the
trophies. Kath Bayly won the Championship, Two Woods and
Club Member of the Year. Bill Gregory won Handicap and the
Four Wood Pairs were
Pete Ferris and Roger
Tippett. The Two Wood
Pairs were Stan Stokes
and Carmine Riccio, while
the E Edwards Cup went to
John Poole. The club,
which is for people over the
age of 60, is very friendly
and active with social
events, an annual tour,
away days and of course
outdoor bowls.  Some members also get together to play indoor
bowls during the winter.

The first team made the short trip to Chew Valley RFC on
Saturday and a large crowd was treated to a very even, close
contest, where both sides played with ambition. Chew Valley
won 19-10 with Jack Evans scoring Keynsham’s try and Paul
Edson kicking five points.
The seconds entertained Yatton 2nds at the Crown Field and
had to wait until halfway through the first half before making their
mark on the score sheet. Thereafter the tries came thick and
fast, eight in total as they cruised to a 44-0 victory. Try scorers
were Sam Stewart (2), Dean Whitcombe (2), Brad Newton,
Andy Strachan, Tony Watts and Nick Essex.
The fourths played and won against Walcot 3rds 24-10 where
Dean ‘Twinkle-Toes’ Bodman was the star, setting up three of
Keynsham’s tries. Ks' try scorers were Steve Beere (2), Adam
Peach and Jake Wallen. Peach kicked two conversions and
Rhys Grove made an impressive debut at scrum half.

Swimming  
Soundwell Juniors win title

Swimming  
Keynsham swimmer selected for
England talent programme

Soundwell Swimming Club’s Juniors finished off an amazing
year by taking the Mini Series title last month. 
Head coach Matt Puddy said: "A team of 45 junior swimmers
took on the club’s last junior gala before the Christmas break.
The lively squad of fancy-dressed Minions (from the film
Despicable Me) swam incredibly well, despite having several
swimmers capped by regional restrictions. 
"Not only did the team produce some great personal bests, but
the quality of swimming was superb. This proved vital on the
night as the South Gloucestershire Swim Club won by 22 points,
ahead of local rivals Severnside Tritons."
Age group coach Paul Laughey said: "It’s been a great series,
capped off with a great win."

Thirteen-year-old Jess Podger has been selected to join a small
group of talented swimmers from the South West as part of the
Amateur Swimming Association (ASA) England talent pathway
programme.
Jess’s selection comes after some outstanding performances at
regional and national level over the past six months.  Double
gold medal success at the South West Regional Age Group
Championships in the 400m and 800m freestyle events was
followed by qualification for the British National Age Group
Championships in July where Jess went on to make the finals of
all four individual freestyle events (100m, 200m, 400m and
800m). Jess, a student at Wellsway School, is a member of
Keynsham Amateur Swimming Club and also swims for City of
Bristol Performance Swimming Squad, based at Hengrove Park
Leisure Centre.  

Kath Bayly receives her trophy from
chairman Roger Tippett
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