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Fire investigators say a blaze at recycling business
ReOrganics near Keynsham at the weekend was started
deliberately.
Firefighters were called to the site at Charlton Field Lane at
about 5.45am on Saturday and were there for most of the day
damping down the 20 tons of wood biomass which had been
set alight.

The operation involved fire crews from Keynsham, Brislington
and Southmead.

An Avon & Fire Rescue
Service spokesman said
on Monday that the fire
was being treated as arson
and that the matter had
been referred to the police.
Angus Cunningham, of
ReOrganics, said he was
“very disappointed” to learn
that the fire had been
started deliberately.  He
praised the fire crews who
he said had been
“fantastic”.
ReOrganics currently takes
green waste from
landscapers and contrac-

tors and turns it into compost and mulch. 
It is due to open a £9m green power plant and environment
centre next year. The facility will turn organic waste into enough
green power and heat for just over half of Keynsham’s homes.
The anaerobic digestion facility will replace the open-air
composting facility.

Fire at recycling plant being treated as arson

Vehicles damaged by
spray paint attack
Police are appealing for witnesses following a spate of
criminal damage to vehicles parked in Fishponds Road
last Friday.
Between 3am and 5am, a number of parked vehicles had
paint sprayed across their bodywork, causing a
considerable amount of damage. 
Local inquiries and CCTV are being checked by police and
there will be an increase in police patrols.
“We are asking for anyone who was in the area and may
have seen anything suspicious to call 101 or anonymously
via Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111,” said a police
spokesman.
Police say that at present they are not linking this criminal
damage to a similar incident in Thingwall Park in
Fishponds where several garages were also damaged
with spray paint.

Angus Cunningham
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A public meeting will take place at the Grange School &
Sports College at 7pm next Thursday, 6th November, as
part of the consultation into its proposed closure.
Meetings with members of staff and the school’s governing body
will also take place on that date, while meetings for parents have
taken place.
The Grange was put into special measures by Ofsted last year.
A number of options for its future were discussed including
amalgamation with a neighbouring school and sponsorship as
an academy. But after discussion and consultation, and in light
of the £8m of urgent repairs and maintenance needed and the
significant over-capacity in secondary school provision locally,
councillors decided to consult on closing the school.
The consultation runs until 14th November and a final decision
is expected in March.
The proposal is that the school closes in August 2017, with no
further admissions from next September. 
Meanwhile a new £3m Studio School has been approved and is
due to open on the campus next September. 

Warmley  

Public meeting about
school’s closure
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Proposals for a five-metre
wide video screen as part of
the new civic centre
development have been
rejected by B&NES Council
planners.
Citing visual clutter as the
main reason for refusal of
planning permission,
council officers also
deemed that the plan to
position a freestanding
screen at first floor level,
above the entrance to the
new Sainsbury's Local
store, would block light into
the offices and be harmful
to the amenity of the
occupiers. Keynsham-
based company Impact
Screens had hoped the
giant screen would provide
a community information
screen, paid for by
advertisements for local
businesses.

Kelston road to open
ahead of schedule?

Keynsham 
Screen plan
scuppered

A free taxi will begin operating between
Willsbridge and Kelston from 3rd
November to replace the temporary 619
bus service brought in after a landslip
closed the road.
The taxi service is initially planned to operate
for two weeks, in anticipation of the reopening
of the A431 after that. Bath & North East
Somerset Council has been working towards a
Christmas deadline to get the road open again
and that is now looking increasingly likely.
However, the council will continue to fund the
service after 17th November if the road has
not reopened by then.
The A431 was closed on the Bath side of
Kelston village in mid-February after large
cracks appeared in the  road surface.  A twice-
hourly bus service was set up in March with
funding from South Gloucestershire Council to
connect residents in Kelston, Swineford and
Bitton with diverted bus routes at Willsbridge.
With the temporary service registration due to
expire next Saturday (1st November), B&NES

has stepped in to provide the replacement
service. Using an eight-seater minibus
operated by Pete Male Taxis, of Willsbridge,
the service will operate on a timetable, offering
six return journeys on weekdays between
7.15am and 6pm. A similar timetable with
minor variations will operate on Saturdays.
The minibus will call at all bus stops served by
the  619 service.
The private toll road built over farmland by
local entrepreneur Mike Watts to bypass the
closed section of road opened in August and
since then over 100,000 journeys have been
made on it. Earlier this month he revealed he
had already recovered two-thirds of his costs.
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The official opening of the refurbished Aubrey Meads Play
Area in Bitton takes place tomorrow (Friday) at 1pm.
In early 2011 local teenager George Friend wrote a letter to the
parish magazine, lamenting the run-down state of the play area,
which had a tatty roundabout, some bars and four swings. 
He pleaded with the residents’ association to do something and
they took up the challenge. More than three years later, and with
support from South Glos Council and Bitton Parish Council, the
park is opening tomorrow after a £75,000 revamp.
The work, funded by grants, including £60,000 from the SITA
Trust, has been carried out by natural playground design
company Jane’s Pond. The new facilities include a playground
and climbing equipment for children of all ages and a community
garden with seats so that older people can enjoy the space as
well.
George, 17, will be at the ribbon-cutting ceremony at 1pm
alongside the chair of South Gloucestershire Council, Cllr
Howard Gawler. 
Local people are invited to attend the ceremony. There will be a
children’s treasure hunt, refreshments and gazebos in case of
bad weather.
The play area was designated as a Queen Elizabeth II field in
honour of the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee in 2012.

Bitton  

Revamped park
reopens tomorrow
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A developer wanting to build 370 homes on the old
Douglas motorcycle works has been given two months to
sign a legal agreement  - or have planning permission
refused.
Douglas Homes South West Ltd submitted plans to South
Gloucestershire Council in 2010 to build 306 homes, a 28-bed
sheltered housing scheme and a 40-bed nursing home on the
brownfield site.
The developers were first granted permission in June 2011,
subject to them signing a so-called Section 106 agreement with
the council setting out payments to be made to offset the effects
of the development. Such agreements are standard for large-
scale developments and involve the council receiving money to
provide things such as extra school places, enhance local parks
and improve the safety of local roads.
But the developer failed to sign the agreement - despite being
given further extensions of time in October 2012 and February
2013. Now the council’s planning committee has given the
developer one last chance - to sign by 23rd December or
permission will be formally refused.
Local Labour councillor Andy Perkins said: “There has been
delay after delay from the developers for no good reason. The
Section 106 agreement was all worked out back in 2011 so why

there have been so many delays is a mystery. I am pleased the
planning committee has now drawn a line in the sand. If the
developer is at all serious about redeveloping the site, then the
ball is clearly now in their court.”
Cllr Pat Rooney, Labour Group leader and also a councillor for
the area, said: “The Government’s new planning laws mean
that if a local council cannot show that there are enough sites
lined up for development, then it is open season for any
developer to challenge the council and, in all likelihood, win
appeals to build anywhere.  So even when a council has done
everything in its powers to enable developments to go ahead, if
a developer delays, it means that areas like the Green Belt on
the eastern fringes of Kingswood are very vulnerable because
of what the Government has done.”

Kingswood  

Ultimatum issued over former
Douglas site



8 The Week in • Thursday 30th October 2014

The motorist who hit a
racehorse in Marshfield
Lane in March has been
fined £500 after admitting
careless driving.
At Bristol Crown Court last
week, London engineering
manager Rodolphe
Lafargue, 31, also had his
licence endorsed with four
penalty points and was
ordered to pay a £50 victim
surcharge.
The horse had to be
destroyed after the incident
which led to a temporary
20mph speed restriction on
lanes around Bitton and
Upton Cheyney during the
closure of the A431
because of the landslip at
Kelston.

Keynsham 

Road improvements halted after
contractor ceases trading

Upton Cheyney 
Careless
driver fined
£500 after
horse tragedy

Work has been halted on highway works in
Keynsham town centre because the
company carrying out the £540,000 project
has been hit by financial problems and the
administrators have been called in, it has
emerged.
Since July, the building and construction arm
of the Yate-based ERH Group has been
carrying out works directly next to the new
town hall development for B&NES Council.
Other projects including the Newbridge Park &
Ride extension and Widcombe Parade in
Bath. 
Last week the company announced that two of
its subsidiaries, ER Hemmings (Building) and
ERH Construction were being placed into
financial administration.  In a company
statement the firm said:  “Following a recent
senior level and board restructuring which has
seen five directors leaving the Group, the
remaining board is confident Communications
and Holdings is now on a sound footing to
trade successfully going forward and seeks

continued support from customers, suppliers
and employees.
“Unfortunately, the financial restructuring has
resulted in the closure of Building and
Construction, causing the unfortunate loss of a
small number of jobs. However, where
opportunities allow, the company is looking to
secure employment within the unaffected
companies."
A B&NES Council spokesperson said: “The
council is continuing to liaise with ERH Group
to establish the situation. The council will
provide an update should there be any
significant changes to the project programme.”

The ERH compound on Ashton Way 
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Sudoku
1-Easy 2 -Hard

4
1 6 2 7
8 7 5 1 6

5 2 1 8
9 7 5

7 4 5 8

6 8 1 9 3 2 4
3 2 4 8

3 9
7

5 3 1
9 7

6 4 7
8 9 4

2 3
1 5

5 4 7 1 9

CHEMISTS
WEEKEND
OPENING

Sunday 2nd November

Boots, Gallagher Retail Park,
Longwell Green (10.30am-4pm)

Asda Store Longwell Green
(10am-4pm)

Boots, Emersons Green Retail Park
(10.30am-4pm)

Sainsburys, Emersons Green
(11am-4pm)

Co-operative Pharmacy, Halls Road,
Kingswood (10am-4pm)

Stockwood Pharmacy
78 Hollway Road, BS14 8PG (9am-7pm)

The Lord Lieutenant of Gloucestershire Dame Janet Trotter
DBE officially unveiled a new memorial at Payne Green at the
start of Poppy Fortnight.
Payne Green is the area of common land at the junction of
Craven Way and Stoneleigh Drive and is used as a Garden of

Remembrance during the
annual Poppy Appeal.
Oldland Parish Council
commissioned the memorial,
the inscription of which reads:
‘Oldland Parish commemor-
ating all who have died and
suffered in the service of the
country and community’.
During the ceremony the Last
Post was played and a two-
minute silence was held.
Attending were members of
the Oldland branch of the
Bitton and Oldland branch of
the Royal British Legion,
including branch president Lt
Col Ken Gibson and Poppy
organiser Graham Downing,

along with parish councillors and the chairman of South
Gloucestershire Council Howard Gawler.
The Rev Steve Britton, from the United Church in Longwell
Green, and the Rev Chris Spencer, church and community
worker in the East Mission cluster of local Methodist churches,
were also present, as were youngsters from the nearby Busy
Bees Nursery, who laid crosses.

Barrs Court 

Dame Janet unveils
new memorial

The Kingswood & Hanham branch of the Royal British Legion
launched their annual Poppy Appeal at Kings Chase Shopping
Centre last Friday. 
MP Chris Skidmore was there along with a group of children
from The Park School in Kingswood who sang songs.
Among the Legion members at the launch was life president
Harry Francis, who in 1942, at the age of 16, signed up for the
Royal Marines and served with the Special Forces in countries
including North Africa, Italy and Burma, where he was wounded.
He ended his service on the battleship HMS Vanguard.
Mr Francis, who lives in Soundwell, goes into local schools to
talk to youngsters about the Legion’s Poppy Appeal.

Pupils from The Park School in Kingswood at the Poppy launch 

Kingswood 

Poppy Appeal
launched

Dame Janet Trotter with local
Poppy organiser Graham
Downing at the new memorial
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Letters
Operation Christmas Child
Dear Sir,
I am absolutely horrified that you should
print a reader’s letter (Shoebox appeal
concern, Issue 342) in which she actually
states that she cannot verify the contents of
an article she is writing about. The result of
this could be that a very worthwhile charity
is being condemned - your readers may
now well be thinking of the old adage ‘there
is no smoke without fire’.
I have been a volunteer of Operation
Christmas Child for many years - we send
shoeboxes to Eastern European countries
and hopefully this year we will be
processing over 5,000 boxes. Our
warehouse operates from Christ the Servant
Church, Stockwood, from 17th to 21st
November and anyone is welcome to come
and see the true situation. 
The boxes are checked in our warehouse
for any prohibited items, sealed with
Customs tape and packed into large
containers.  No religious message goes into
these shoeboxes and there is no intention to
try to put any pressure on any of the children
receiving our boxes to convert to another
faith. 
However, I would add that I 'thought' we all
worshipped one God, whatever guise that
may be - Muslim, Hindu, Roman Catholic,
Samaritan, Christian, etc.  Some of our
members have been with the shoeboxes to
Belarus and Romania to assist in the
distribution of the boxes to orphanages, etc.
The aim of Operation Christmas Child is to
bring a little happiness to a child who may
never have received a Christmas gift - or
may never receive another one as
Operation Christmas Child boxes are
distributed to different areas each year. 
I would also point out that many of our
‘helpers’ do not have a faith at all but we all

strive to support an organisation that tries to
make a difference in the life of a little child
who lives in poverty without any of the social
services support that we enjoy in this
country. 
I find it so sad that, all too frequently, untrue
rumours result in very worthwhile causes
being dragged through the mud and slowly
dying.
Thank you for reading my thoughts. 
Ann Vinnicombe
Stockwood

Many questions remain
after ‘shambles’
Dear Editor,
Problems with contractors, workers downing
tools, projects over-run, council under fire -
sound familiar?
No, I’m not reminiscing about the Spa
debacle 10 years ago.  This is the way
B&NES manages its road projects in 2014.
And this can only mean one thing – the Lib
Dems must be running B&NES.
The shambles we saw last week, where four
of the council’s major transport projects
ground to a halt, is still not fully resolved and
there remain many questions to which
residents deserve answers.
For a start, why was it that one company
was awarded the contracts for so many of
the council’s major projects?  A company we
now know has been facing financial troubles
for two years.
Secondly, as the council has had to change
its payment arrangements with the company
to enable work to restart and deal with sub-
contractors direct, is there any risk of any
further stoppages?
Thirdly, will these problems further delay the
completion of these projects or cost the
council more?
Fourthly, what checks were carried out on
the company before awarding all these
contracts, and what monitoring took place to
ensure work was progressing in a timely
fashion?

Fifthly, what other projects is this company
due to undertake for the council and have
these now been reviewed?
All these questions and others need to be
answered fully and openly by the council to
provide reassurance that the situation is
truly rectified and lessons are being learnt.  
There is also a wider issue at stake here, in
that for the council to secure much-needed
investment in local infrastructure, it must
reassure the Government that it can deliver
upon these types of major projects.
It’s essential that B&NES learns from this
and gets its act together.
Cllr Colin Barrett, (Con, Weston)
Leighton Road, Weston, Bath

Another major hospital is
needed
Dear Stephen,
I recently had the misfortune to be taken into
Southmead via A&E, and I confirm the
reports that the only North Bristol hospital is
totally overwhelmed and has an acute
shortage of beds. 
The NHS review which sparked this
problem in 2004 totally overlooked the
possibility of the population explosion that
was, and is, taking place. The 50,000-strong
petition for a review of that decision in 2009
failed to alert the Health Secretary to
intervene to save Frenchay, and now even
that will not be enough.
It was announced this week that BAE
Systems have submitted plans for a new
town, dubbed Filton Keynes, to be built on
the old airfield, right outside Southmead's
back door, apart from the development that
has already taken place at Patchway. 
It is clear that the time for half measures
regarding Frenchay is over. If tragedy is to
be avoided, whoever wins the next election
is going to have to fund another major
hospital for North East Bristol.
M O'Regan



Coffee shops support
retailers
Dear Editor,
I must respond to the ‘Listen to the people’
letter in your Issue No 343, calling upon the
council to do more to encourage local
enterprise. I fully understand small
independent businesses being concerned at
the possibility of another coffee-
shop/cafe/restaurant being added to those
already there but would make the following
comments.
I myself have been quite surprised by the
amount of business apparently done by the
‘chain’ coffee shops opened in the last
couple of years, which would seem to show
that there is a demand for them. Surely
these customers are being brought to the
High Street by such shops and might well
raise the footfall there, thus benefitting retail
outlets there?
I would suggest that the renovation of a
near-derelict building, such as the ex-Lloyds 
Bank (in its very prominent position), must
greatly improve the High Street's image and
also result in added competition for similar
enterprises. These vary from the large so-
called chains such as Coffee # 1 to the more
intimate ones, such as Café Crème. There
seems to be room for ‘more of the same’ at
present!
A thriving High Street will depend, I believe,
on retail outlets providing specialist
services, supported by refreshment outlets
bringing people into the street to provide the
necessary footfall. There is no going back to
the old days of major shopping being done
in the High Street, though it is apparent that
various supermarkets have already taken
note of the need for ‘local’ shops, such as
Tesco and Sainsbury’s.
Morris Powe, Keynsham

Ditch the dull grey, please!
Dear Editor,
I would like to know if the old Lloyds building
is going to stay the depressing, ugly grey
colour. Come on the person who is
changing its use - give us a colour to
brighten our day!
Life is bad enough as it is without walking
down the High Street and having to look at
that. It reminds of the workhouse! It does not
blend in with anything else and stands out
like a sore thumb.
We have one ugly building already and don’t
want another one!
M.E.M
Keynsham

A Saltford bypass is
inevitable
Dear Stephen,
Why does Chris Warren continue on his
anti-Saltford bypass campaign, when he
knows full well that the vast majority of his
fellow residents would like to see it built, the
proof of this being the 70% who voted for it
in the recent Saltford Parish Plan?
It really is about time that Saltford parish
councillors started to take notice of the
findings of that plan and start supporting the
needs of the residents who took the time to
complete the SPP questionnaire, rather
than continue to ram their political agenda
down our throats.
The bypass will be built one day, so why not
make that day now, so that all of us long-
suffering residents can have the benefit
now, rather than having to wait for our great-
grandchildren to reap the rewards?
Also this nonsense about 5,000 houses
automatically being built alongside any
bypass is a total myth as local authorities
have many powers to stop that happening.
There have been far too many cases of
Saltford parish councillors misrepresenting
the wishes of people who live in our village,
a prime example being their decision not to

support the planning application for the
Manor Road site in the village.
Again that land will be built on in the not too
distant future, where as it should be now, so
that the youngsters and the older residents
here can have the choice of alternative
housing within our community in which
many of us have lived for well over 40 years.
Richard Nash
Saltford

Can anyone help?
Dear Sir,
Last week a shed was burnt down on our
allotment.
The gentleman whose shed it was is in his
70s and has just returned from holiday to
find this. I have a feeling he may give up the
allotment now which would be a tragic
shame. I was wondering if anyone has a
spare shed or can help in any way with
gardening tools, etc?
Please contact me on 0117 908 7507 or
07966 085853.
Marlene Jones

Thank you letter
Dear Sir,
May I, through The Week In, say a big thank
you to all the very kind people who stopped
to help me after I was taken ill at the
Cadbury Heath Road bus stop in Warmley? 
After a few days in hospital I am now back
home. My heartfelt thanks to you all.
Name and address supplied
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Crossword
1 2 3 4 5 6

7 8

9 10

11 12 13

14

15 16 17 18

19

20 21 22

23 24

Across

Made smaller (6)7
One-celled aquatic protozoa (6)8
Hitch (4)9
Cloning credit card details (8)10
Very concerned (7)11
Statement of fact (5)13
A Baden Powell follower (5)15
Strong smelling white compound (7)17
Equipment used by trawlers (5,3)20
Out of control (4)21
To deny food (6)23
Unusually different (6)24

Down

Lean or slender (4)1
Aircraft base (6)2
In charge of a boat (7)3
From the French meaning street urchin (5)4
Conforming to Jewish dietary laws (6)5
Legal term, from the beginning (2,6)6
Cut or tear (8)12
Staff restaurant (7)14
Unfold (flag) (6)16
High level meeting (6)18
Snigger (5)19
Den (4)22

ACROSS
7 Made smaller (6)

8 One-celled aquatic protozoa (6)

9 Hitch (4)

10 Cloning credit card details (8)

11 Very concerned (7)

13 Statement of fact (5)

15 A Baden Powell follower (5)

17 Strong smelling white compound (7)

20 Equipment used by trawlers (5,3)

21 Out of control (4)

23 To deny food (6)

24 Unusually different (6)

DOWN
1 Lean or slender (4)

2 Aircraft base (6)

3 In charge of a boat (7)

4 From the French meaning street urchin (5)

5 Conforming to Jewish dietary laws (6)

6 Legal term, from the beginning (2,6)

12 Cut or tear (8)

14 Staff restaurant (7)

16 Unfold (flag) (6)

18 High level meeting (6)

19 Snigger (5)

22 Den (4)

Residents will next week
get the chance to quiz a
council traffic engineer
about plans for waiting
restrictions, including
yellow lines, on the main
road through the village.
The scheme has had a
mixed reaction and a
meeting will take place in
St Mary’s Church from
7pm to 8.30pm on
Thursday 6th November
when it is understood that
amended proposals will
be revealed.
There are also plans for a
new bus stop marking in
the layby outside the
school, where parked
vehicles currently prevent
buses and coaches from
waiting safely.

Kingswood 

Work begins on new primary school
Bitton 
Yellow lines
latestWork has begun on the new £3.7m primary

school being built in the grounds of King's
Oak Academy to make provision for the
large number of young children requiring
primary places. 
The school will open to pupils next September
and will make King’s Oak a four-19 academy
with children in Year 6 being guaranteed a
place in Year 7.  
This will be the sixth primary academy to join
the Cabot Learning Federation which has 12
academies in total in Bristol, South
Gloucestershire, Bath and Weston-super-
Mare. 
The single storey building will incorporate
eight classrooms, two halls, a wet room and a
library. 
The academy has been working with
architects and quantity surveyors over the last
few months to get this project initiated and
Bam has been appointed the construction
company.
Ian Frost, principal of King’s Oak Academy
said, “The partnership with King's Oak

Academy and the physical proximity of the
new primary is a very exciting opportunity.
This will allow students leadership
opportunities to support Reception and Year
4/5 readers, it will also allow teachers and
support staff to work across phases or age
ranges, and it will offer a cross-phase school
leadership centered around student progress.” 
Details of a primary open evening will be
revealed after half term.
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Willsbridge 

New showroom for Polar Bear Windows
Polar Bear Windows has just opened a brand new
showroom in Willsbridge. The long established Keynsham
company has now taken on a half-acre site at Jarretts on
the Bath Road to create what managing director Mark Price
believes to be one of the largest showrooms in the South
West.
Customers can now  enjoy a coffee while they see and try out
a range of windows and doors and talk to experts all under one
roof. Mark told The Week In: "We are delighted to have
somewhere that customers can see, feel and try the product

before they purchase. By early next year, we also expect to
have a conservatory village on site too."
The new investment, estimated to be in the region of £250,000,
reinforces Polar Bear's aim to dispel some of the negative
perception which has surrounded double glazing sales in the
past. "We don't do pressure doorstep sales or even ask for a
deposit before work has begun, and now customers can sit in
our front room while they decide what they want to buy" says
Mark.
There is plenty of customer parking available to the former
Jarretts garden centre site which is close to Bitton Station.
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Police are asking for the public’s help in identifying these
two men they want to talk to about two burglaries from
Tesco Express in Soundwell Road. 

The first was on 5th October and
the second was on the 12th. The
cash tills were attacked on the
5th and cash and alcohol were
stolen on the 12th. 
Anyone who recognises the men
from the CCTV images, or who
has any information is asked to
call 101, quoting reference
number 106252/14.

Kingswood

Do you recognise
these men?

Residents can now use ordinary plastic bags to line their
food recycling caddies, thanks to new mechanical sorting
techniques that separate the bags from food waste.
It is hoped that the small change will help promote a big
increase in food recycling habits by making it easier and cleaner
to use kitchen caddies.
About a fifth of the waste placed in domestic black bins is food
that could be recycled and the council has launched a new
campaign to remind residents of the benefits of recycling.
Composting or recycling food waste not only helps the
environment but also saves taxpayers' money, which can help
protect frontline services at a time of increasing pressure on
local authority budgets.
It costs an extra £57,000 to dispose of the 1,000 tonnes of food
waste thrown away in South Gloucestershire every month. 
Recycling food waste using domestic caddies ensures that it is
sent to an anaerobic digestion plant which converts it into
fertilizer and electricity.
Further information is available at
www.southglos.gov.uk/foodrecycling

South Glos

Recycling food
waste gets easier
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Situations Vacant

Hanham 

80s night raises over
£2,000 for cancer
support

A new job - at 64

Warmley 

60th birthday
celebrations begin

Talk by botanist

A charity night at Hanham Community Centre earlier this month
raised £2,345 for BUST – the Breast Cancer Unit Support Trust
at Southmead Hospital.
This was the third such event organised by BUST committee
member Susan Grant and her husband Mike and the total raised
is now well over £7,000. 

Many of the 150 guests dressed in 1980s style and were
entertained with hits from the era from consultant surgeon
Simon Cawthorn and his band the Diagnostics.
Next year's event has already been booked at the community
centre for Friday 9th October.

The 24 Kingswood Warmley Guides and Brownies are
celebrating their 60th birthday and their first celebration was last
Monday when they came together to enjoy cake and
refreshments at the Scout HQ in London Road.

Guider Elaine Roch said they were looking for former members
and leaders to invite to a tea party early next year. She can be
contacted at eandw.roch@virgin.net

At the next meeting of the Timsbury Natural History Group, the
speaker will be the well-known local botanist Helena Crouch. 
Her subject will be Rare Plants in Somerset and she will be
telling members what can be found locally. 
The meeting is on Monday 17th November at 7.30pm at the
Conygre Hall. Entry is £3.

Simon Cawthorn with Susan and Mike Grant

A Kingswood man who feared that at the age of 64 he would
never secure another job is celebrating after finding one by
accident.

David Hill, of Yew Tree Drive, happened to be walking past
Kingswood Community Association last month when he saw a
jobs fair was being held there, so he went in.
He spoke to the Emersons
Green Sainsbury’s repre-
sentative who was at the fair
and as a result secured a
part-time job as a delivery
driver. The jobs fair was the
ninth to be organised by
Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore. Mr Hill was so
grateful that he went into the
MP’s office in Kingswood last
Friday – the day after his first
shift. “I thought it was
important to say thank you,”
Mr Hill told The Week In.
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Keynsham 

Topping out ceremony
at new Fry Club
A major milestone in the building of the new Fry Club &
Conference Centre was reached last week with the topping
out ceremony. 
It was performed by Fry Club chairman Kevin Thatcher, who is
also the site liaison for Mondeliz International (formerly
Cadbury). He was joined by Taylor Wimpey project director
Adrian Slade and Bill Badham, managing director of Pollard, the
construction firm engaged to realise the project.
The traditional ceremony marks the moment that a building
reaches its highest point.
Mr Thatcher said: “This multi-million pound investment in the
new Fry Club and playing pitches reflects Mondeliz
International’s commitment to fund a legacy that supports the
sports and social activities that were at the centre of many
families’ lives. The new club will be a fantastic asset for the local
community and we are looking forward to moving in during the
spring of 2015."

Pictured are Pollard’s Bill Badham and project manager Andy
Webb, Fry Club chairman Kevin Thatcher and Taylor Wimpey
project director Adrian Slade.
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

Keynsham’s traditional Victorian Evening has
a new guise this year.
The new Keynsham Winter Festival is on Friday
28th November from 6.15pm to 9pm.
The festival is being organised by Keynsham
Town Council and is sponsored by Waitrose,
Tesco, The Entertainer, Keynsham & Saltford
Churches Together, IJ McGill Transport and FDC
Law Solicitors.
There will be special guest appearances by
Queen Elsa and Princess Anna, from the Disney
movie Frozen, who will be switching on the
town’s Christmas lights along with the winner of
the Winter Wonderland colouring competition.
This year’s procession includes local children,
the Upshot Circus performers, the 2386 Air
Cadet Squadron, Santa in his sleigh and the
Disney characters. There will be musical
performances on the stage by Queen Elsa and
Princess Anna, accompanied by children from
the Stagecoach Theatre, St John’s Church Youth
Choir, Keynsham Light Opera Group, Keynsham
Brass Band and the Air Cadet Squadron. 

Stage activities will be compered by Jimmy Mac,
while in and around the High Street there will be
stalls, a craft fayre in the Fear Hall, entertainment
in the churches, a Punch & Judy show, craft
workshops, the Happy Play Bus and the funfair
on Ashton Way.
The High Street and the bottom of Charlton Road
will be closed to traffic from 3.30pm until 10pm. A
short, temporary closure of Back Lane will be in
force from 5.30pm to 6.30pm.
A free park and ride service will be available from
6pm to 9.30pm, linking the Waitrose car park at
Broadmead Lane with the town centre bus stop
in Ashton Way.  

The popular Scouts’ auction
and book sale takes place
this year on Saturday 15th
November at the HQ
building on Ashton Way.
Doors open at 9am and
refreshments will be
available.  If you have items
you wish to donate to the
auction they can be
delivered to the HQ from
Monday 10th to Friday 14th
November from 6.30pm to
9pm. 
For more information call
0117 986 4242. The auction
has become an increasingly
popular event in the social
calendar over the years and
remains one of the major
fundraising activities for
Keynsham Scouts.

Join the fun at new Keynsham Winter Festival Scouts' annual
auction
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Father Christmas will once again be joining families on nostalgic
trips on the Avon Valley Railway in the run-up to Christmas.
The attraction's popular Santa Steam Specials will begin on 30th
November and run every weekend in December, as well as on
Monday 8th December, Tuesday 23rd December and Christmas
Eve.
Accompanied by his helpers, Father Christmas will make his way
along the train, stopping to talk to young passengers and give them
each a present. Adults receive an Anstees' mince pie or festive
biscuit.

The journey lasts around an hour and takes passengers on a six-
mile round trip through the scenic Avon Valley inside old-fashioned
carriages and pulled by a steam locomotive, recreating the heyday
of rail travel.
Richard Shacklock, commercial manager at Avon Valley Railway,
said: "It's an experience for all ages, creating magical moments for
our younger visitors while bringing a nostalgic feel to the festive
season for adults."
Train times range from 10.30am to 4.45pm, depending on the day,
with prices ranging from £9 to £13.  The cost for children under one
year is £5.
For more information or to book your trip visit
www.avonvalleyrailway.org or call 0117 932 5538.

All aboard for a magical
festive journey
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OUT & ABOUT
Your guide to eating, drinking and entertainment in November

People are invited to get into the festive spirit on Friday 28th
November with a special evening organised by Downend & Bromley
Heath Parish Council.
The fun begins at 4pm with the arrival of Santa outside the
Horseshoe pub on Downend Road. He will be in his grotto until
7.30pm.
The Christmas tree lights will be switched on at 6.30pm by a
surprise guest.
During the evening, which runs until 7.45pm, there will be seasonal
singing from Christ Church Infants, Bromley Heath Infants and
pupils from St Augustine’s Primary School.
There will also be entertainment from young cheerleaders, the Red
X Dancers, the Cleeve Singers from Lincombe Barn and live folk
music from Ange Hardy, from Downend Folk Club.
Once again, the Downend business community is supporting the
event with many of the shops and businesses staying open and
they are also arranging a children’s treasure hunt.
From 2.30pm to 8.30pm Westerleigh Road will be closed at the
Horseshoe junction, down to Buckingham Place, with diversion
signs in operation via North Street, Salisbury Road and Buckingham
Place. The parking spaces in Downend Road (outside the banks)
will be suspended but the bus stop will remain in use.

Hanham Ladies’ Choir will be in concert at the Salvation Army
Young at Heart Club at Two Mile Hill Road, Kingswood, at 2pm on
Tuesday 4th November. 
Admission is £1, which includes refreshments. Non-members are
welcome. Find out more about the club by calling 0117 967 0996.

Christmas lights ceremony Choir in concert

The Ukulele Orchestra of Great Bitton is to perform at St
Bartholomew’s Church in Wick on Saturday 8th November at 7pm.  
Entry is free but a donation is appreciated. It promises to be a fun
evening and there will be a bar, refreshments and a raffle. 

Ukulele band 

The annual craft fair at John Cabot Academy takes place on
Saturday 8th November from 10am to 3pm.
There will be a wide range of stalls including arts, crafts, hair and
beauty and home and garden, as well as food and refreshments.
To book a stand call 07843 411423.

Craft fair
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A successful choir are returning to Keynsham for a third
performance within 12 months. 
Black Sheep Harmony Choir have already performed at the
Keynsham Music Festival and at Keynsham Baptist Church and it is
to the Baptist Church that they are appearing next.
The female chorus was formed in 2012 by a group of people who
wanted to sing in close harmony. Their four-part harmony style has
its roots in 'barbershop' singing and it is this outstanding harmony
that has made the ladies so successful in such a short time and
currently their membership is 30-strong. 
Their fame has spread and either side of their Keynsham concert
they will be appearing in Harrogate and Camborne. 
The concert at Keynsham Baptist Church is on Wednesday 12th
November at 7.30pm and tickets are £7.50 each, to include tea,
coffee and cakes. Profits from the event will be split between
Homemakers projects, Search & Rescue Aid and Keynsham Baptist
Church.
Tickets can be obtained by telephone on 01225 425640 or tickets
will be available on the door on the night.

Autumn Fayre Black Sheep return
St Barnabas’ Church is holding its annual Autumn Fayre at Warmley
Community Centre on Saturday 1st November from noon to 2pm. 
Ploughman’s lunches and other refreshments will be available and
there will be various stands for gifts, books, toys, china and glass.

LQ
LQ
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Building Services

Building Services

Directory & What’s On

Carpentry

Appliances

Blinds

Computers / IT

Carpet Fitters

Carpet Cleaning

Clock RepairsCar Services

Car Services

Compost

Chimney Sweep

REPAIRS, NEW AND USED
COMPUTERS OR
ACCESSORIES.   
Smart Computers. Keynsham,
Kingswood, Westbury-on-Trym.
T: 0117 986 1000.

RN MOTORS.   Mechanical &
bodywork.  MOT work undertaken.
Very competitive rates. Call Richard
for free a estimate. Lays Business
Centre, Keynsham.  0117 9860525
or 07930 653315.
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Directory & What’s On
Computers / IT

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Events

Events

Electrical

Electrical

Driveways Furniture Makers

Garden Services

Firewood

Firewood



24 The Week in •  Thursday 30th October 2014

Directory & What’s On

Pest Control

Pallets

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

An advert like this
costs

£19.50 + VAT
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks

The Week in
adverts

call 
0117 986 0381

Life Coaching

Logs

Home Maintenance

Garden EquipmentGarden Services

Painting
& Decorating

D.JAMES DECORATING
32 Years Experience
Qualified tradesman
Efficient/Reliable
References Available
07861 898902
www.djamesdecorating.com

C P WHITTLE Fully qualified.
Interior and exterior
decoration. References if
required. Call 07760 324900
or 0117 967 8845 

MIKE THE GARDENER .   
Seasonal tidy up, Hedge Cutting,
Fruit Tree Pruning,Garden
Maintenance. 07971 580692

Home Help

Locksmiths

Pet Services
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Directory & What’s On

Plastering

DEADLINE FOR PLACING
DIRECTORY ADVERTS 

IS MONDAY 4.30PM

Plumbers Podiatry

Schools

Taxis

P DAY PLUMBING
SERVICES.   
For all your plumbing and tiling
needs, call Peter 07793746958

Physiotherapy

K R T Tyres
Part worn tyres

13” – 19”
Fitted and
balanced

07770 222 611
0117 986 0868
Brookleaze, Keynsham

BS31 2AL

Tyres

Book a series
of adverts
and save

even more
Our Directory advert boxes

are even cheaper, the
longer you commit.

An advert like this costs
£19.50 + Vat
for one week.

Look how much better
value it becomes for a

longer series.

4 weeks - £14.50

8 weeks - £13.00

12 weeks - £12.00

26 weeks - £11.00

52 weeks - £10.00

UPGRADE TO A COLOUR
ADVERT FROM AS LITTLE

AS £1.50 A WEEK

All prices per week exc VAT

You don't need to book
successive weeks as along

as all your dates are
confirmed with the order.

Similar discounts also
apply to our larger 7cm

boxes.

Call us now on
0117 986 0381

An advert
like this costs

£19.50 + VAT 
per insert

Discounts are available
for a minimum run of

4 weeks
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Directory & What’s On
Waste Disposal Waste Disposal

Window Cleaners

MR SQUEAKY CLEAN
Domestic & Commercial

Window Cleaners
• Ladderless, pure
water technology
• Locally based

• from £4.75
0117 9159801
07530 864562

Keynsham 

Wombles have a busy afternoon
Keynsham Wombles were out in force on Saturday afternoon,
clearing litter from the perimeter of Wellsway School and the

lane behind Waitrose.  
There were around 20 people working away, including some
from Waitrose, as part of their Partners’ Volunteering scheme.
This year is Keep Britain Tidy's 60th anniversary and they are
promoting 'The Big Tidy Up' where they ask people to make an
extra effort to clean up their local area.  A huge amount of litter
was collected - among the more unusual items were a lorry tyre,
a set of steps and a piece of kitchen worktop.

TV & Aerials Venue Hire

DEADLINE FOR PLACING DIRECTORY ADVERTS 
IS MONDAY 4.30PM
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Shopper challenges
£100 parking fine 
A Warmley man is challenging a £100
fine issued by a private company which
claims he parked at B&Q in Longwell
Green for over eight hours.
Hugh Evans, of Winfield Road, says that on
Monday 6th October he went to B&Q in the
morning and then popped in again later in the
day.
Both times he parked in the Gallagher Retail
Park car park, which serves B&Q and Currys
PC World, and where signs say that a
maximum of three hours’ free parking is
permitted.
Mr Evans, who works as a gardener, was
stunned when he received a parking charge
notice through the post, telling him he had
parked his Vauxhall Astra in the car park for
over eight hours and as a result was being
fined £100, reduced to £60 if paid within 14
days. The letter from Liverpool-based Civil
Enforcement Ltd stated that he was in the car

park from 8.20am to 4.29pm.
In red writing, it says: “Failure to pay the
amount due within 28 days of the issue date
will result in Civil Enforcement Ltd forwarding
your account to a debt recovery agency and
you may incur additional costs.”
Mr Evans said: “During that period of time I did
some grass cutting, went to the Whitehall
Garden Centre at Whitchurch and had my hair
cut. I’ve got receipts.”
He wrote back, saying he could prove that he
had been elsewhere during the day, and was
this week waiting to hear if Civil Enforcement
Ltd was going to pursue the claim.
Mr Evans said: “I’m not intimated by a letter
like this, but some people might be.”
A friend of his has also been caught out and
now Mr Evans is making others aware of what
he says is a failure in the system.
The site is managed by Savills and he has
been in touch with them to highlight the issue. Hugh Evans
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Fight for Cossham's minor injuries unit
continues despite setback for campaigners
Campaigners are continuing to call for a minor injuries unit
for Cossham Hospital, despite health chiefs agreeing last
week to postpone a decision for another year.
Instead the South Gloucestershire Clinical Commissioning
Group will pilot a minor injuries service in GP surgeries. No final
decision on the long-awaited MIU at Cossham will be taken until
after this alternative approach has been tested.
A total of 16,000 people signed petitions calling for the CCG to
keep the promised MIU at Cossham as stated in the business
plan for the hospital when its £19m refurbishment was agreed.
The CCG’s board met at Emersons Green Village Hall on 22nd
October when members approved a report on improving urgent
and emergency care services.
Board members acknowledged that there was likely to be
“significant frustration and anger from local campaigners at
further delays in this decision and in any suggestion that the
CCG’s long-term plans may exclude an MIU at Cossham”.
And they admitted their engagement with the public could have
been better and they now want to meet with local campaigners
in Kingswood to explain the plans and to provide them with a
specific opportunity to comment and ask questions.
Dr Ann Sephton, deputy clinical chair and lead for emergency
and urgent care and community health services at the CCG,

said that it was one of the lowest funded CCGs in the country.
She said she and her colleagues had a duty to provide high
quality services that were accessible to all 266,000 residents
living in South Gloucestershire and that viewing plans for an
MIU in isolation of those wider considerations would not be in
the clinical interests of the whole population.
She said that from experience with the MIU at Yate, many
people attending did not require treatment - 60% needed advice
and guidance only.
There are as yet no details yet of which of the 26 surgeries in
South Gloucestershire will be taking part in the pilot scheme.
However, the service is only expected to operate in normal
opening hours. Staff will receive extra training and patients
needing an X-ray will still have to get that done at Cossham or
another hospital.
On the same day as the CCG meeting,  Kingswood MP Chris
Skidmore presented a 2,000-name petition to the House of
Commons, calling on health managers to “honour the pledge”
for the minor injuries unit at Cossham. And Jo McCarron,
Labour’s prospective Parliamentary candidate for Kingswood,
said the CCG had “ignored the overwhelming call for a minor
injuries unit at Cossham”.
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Cadbury Heath 

School's Harvest
gifts go to foodbank
The parents of children at Parkwall Primary School joined their
children and staff to celebrate Harvest at a special assembly. 
The children shared what they had learnt about autumn and
Harvest through dance, drama, singing and poetry. 
Family and friends of
Parkwall School
collected food items
which were donated to
the foodbank operated
by the Juice
Community Project in
Cadbury Heath. This
year, over 60 kilos of
food were donated to
the scheme which
supports local families in need.
Janice Suffolk, Juice director, said: “This donation will make a
big difference to local people in the area. Thank you to the
parents and children of Parkwall School.” 

Saltford 

Gifts for retiring vicar
The retiring vicar of Saltford the Rev Richard Hall was given gifts
and thanked for all his hard work and commitment to the village
primary school over the last 27 years.
He attended the school’s Harvest celebrations where every child
from Reception to Year 6 either wrote a prayer or wrote and
illustrated their version of a Bible story which were then bound
together in a leather book. 
Pupils from Year 6 also worked on a stained glass window which
contained different aspects of school life, including the oak leaf
symbol. 
Rev Hall, who was also in charge of the parishes of Newton St
Loe and Corston, held his last service at St Mary’s on Sunday
19th October. He and his wife Lesley are moving to Greystoke
in Cumbria.

Headteacher Dawn Elliott, the Rev Hall and chair of governors
Steve Glavin
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St John's Church in Keynsham stands as
a monument to the history and heritage of
the town. But in its shadow, at least once
a week, there is something even older.
According to organiser Nick Dewfall, it's
the combined age of the players who have
taken up walking football.
The sport has seen enormous growth
nationwide and Nick's Friday morning group
in Keynsham Memorial Park (10am) has
seen regular increases in numbers since it
started just 10 weeks ago. Last Friday
morning's game was played 8-a-side and
Nick says he now has a pool of more than 30
men who have played.
"Although played at walking pace the game is
great exercise and can be played by anyone
regardless of previous experience," says
Nick. 
So far players ranged in age from 18 to 78 and the game suits
all levels of ability.  Matches are friendly and played in a relaxed
environment with no pressure.
Such has been the demand that Nick has now started two more
sessions.  Walking football is now also played every

Wednesday at Hanham Community Centre (starting at noon)
and for those who still have daytime commitments, a new
session has been added on Thursday evenings (7pm) at
Keynsham Park multi-sports facility. A fourth session in Bath is
also due to start soon.
To find out more contact Nick Dewfall on 07411 013516 or email
nickdewfall@aol.com

A walk in the park

Walking football in Keynsham Memorial Park 
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Sudoku Solutions

5 6 4 9 8 1 7 3 2
1 3 9 6 2 7 5 4 8
8 2 7 5 3 4 1 9 6
3 5 2 1 6 8 4 7 9
4 9 8 3 7 2 6 5 1
7 1 6 4 9 5 2 8 3
2 4 5 8 1 3 9 6 7
6 8 1 7 5 9 3 2 4
9 7 3 2 4 6 8 1 5

4 3 2 6 9 7 5 8 1
7 6 1 5 8 2 9 4 3
9 8 5 4 3 1 7 6 2
1 9 8 7 4 3 6 2 5
6 5 4 1 2 9 8 3 7
2 7 3 8 5 6 1 9 4
8 2 9 3 1 5 4 7 6
3 1 6 9 7 4 2 5 8
5 4 7 2 6 8 3 1 9

2 -Hard1-Easy

Crossword Solution
T H S G K A

S H R A N K A M O E B A
I N I M S I

S N A G P H I S H I N G
A P N E I

A L A R M E D T R U T H
A R C I

S C O U T C A M P H O R
E N S N O

D R I F T N E T W I L D
A U E E W A

S T A R V E E X O T I C
E L R N W R

Badminton  
Keynsham Juniors start with a
win in Bristol Badminton League

Cricket 

Club dinner and
awards night
Keynsham Cricket Club's junior section recently held their
annual dinner at the Pavilion where the guest speaker was Rob
Cunliffe, ex-Gloucestershire County CC cricketer. 
Rob regaled the guests with some amusing tales of his
cricketing experiences on the professional cricket circuit, before
leading a question and answer session.
It was awards time for the players and presentations were made
at the end of an enjoyable evening. Pride of place went to the
Under 13A team who worked really hard as a unit throughout the
season and came first in their league; the Under 15A team were
also highly recommended for finishing runners-up in both
league and cup competitions.

Felix Sutton won the Jack Boulton Cup for the best individual
performance of the season and KCC caps were awarded to the
following for achieving their first individual 50 or first individual 5
wicket haul – Archie Brook, Will Burston, Felix Sutton, Jenson
Walsh, Will Scott, Calum Westbrook and Finn Davis.
Clubman of the Year was Joe Jackson. The Jack Cann Trophy
for the most promising play went to James Burston, while the
‘Tank Commander’ Cup for the most improved player award was
won by Ollie Yarde. The final award was that of Player of the
Year and that went to Calum Westbrook.

Keynsham Juniors won their first ever game in the Bristol
Badminton League beating Portishead 4-2. After winning the
junior league for the last two years, the coaches at the club
made a decision to let the boys try at senior level. The game
against Portishead was all square at 2-2 but Keynsham Juniors
then turned up the heat, winning the last two games. The
coaches at the club would like to say a big well done to the boys
and hope they continue to play well.
The club now runs at Wellsway Sport Centre on Saturdays
between 9.30am and 11.30am and still has some vacancies for
youngsters wishing to learn or improve their game.

Football  
Club seeking young players
Nicholas Wanderers JFC are looking for boys and girls to join
their friendly and successful football club.
The club are holding sessions on Saturdays at 10.30am at
Dundridge Lane Playing Fields, Hanham, to find players to form
teams from pupils in Reception and school years 1, 2 and 3.
All sessions are conducted by FA qualified and CRB checked
coaches. Find out more by calling Marc on 0773 863 2388 or
email marc.radford@sky.com

Rugby  
Keynsham Rugby Club
The first XV beat North Bristol 41-20 at the Crown Field on
Saturday. Try scorers were Corey Talbot (2), Dan Howlett, Sam
Challenger, John Pearse and James Hurrell-Smith, Paul Edson
adding 11 with his boot.
The seconds crashed to a heavy defeat at Chew Valley 83-5,
their points coming from a Brad Newton try.
The thirds were edged out by a last minute score when playing
Winscombe 2nds 22-17.
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